Martin Township Board Meeting

January 11, 2012
Called to order at 6:30 p.m.
Pledge of Allegiance

Roll Call:  Tiemeyer, Brenner, and Coburn
Absent:  Sipple and Leep
Motion by Coburn, supported by Tiemeyer to appoint Brenner as Chair for the January 11, 2012 Township Board meeting.  Motion carried unanimously.
Motion by Brenner, supported by Tiemeyer to approve the minutes from the previous meeting as presented. Motion carried unanimously.

Motion by Brenner, supported by Tiemeyer to approve the payment of bills as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.
Motion by Brenner, supported by Coburn to approve the Treasurers report as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.
Welcome Guests:

Don Black presented a synopsis of county business.  
Black informed the Board that Allegan County Commissioners approved to build the jail at a cost of $17,736,631.  They will also be tearing down the old jail.  
Black noted that the Allegan Board of Determination approved to create a new drain at Selkirk Lake.  

New Business:  

Mowing Bids:  Coburn discussed placing mowing bids in the paper to give the Township enough time to research and plan for this year.  The Board agreed to place the ad in the paper and have a deadline of February 8th.  
Brinkhuis from the Village stated that he will talk with the Village Board and possibly work out something with the Village mowing the Veterans Memorial Park because the Village already mows the property around it. Brinkhuis will report back to the Township.  

Safety Deposit Box:  Tiemeyer contacted United Bank to see what their requirements were to have a safety deposit box for the Township.  At PNC Bank they require driver’s license, credit card information, and date of birth, social security numbers and much more for all members that are listed on the box.  Tiemeyer stated that United Bank only needs the names of those that are on the box.  The Board discussed who should be listed on the box and agreed to have the Clerk, Treasurer and Supervisor.  Motion by Brenner, supported by Tiemeyer to approve changing the Township’s deposit box to United Bank.

US 131 / B93 Bash Bond Requirements:  Coburn informed the Board that she spoke with Peterson from US 131 and he was asking if the Township was willing to change the bond requirements from $100,000 down to $50,000 like the previous years event.  The Township will take another look at what the risk would be for Martin Township and will check with the Township Attorney. 
Old Business:  


Civil Infraction Ordinance / Amendment to Section 20.1:  Coburn presented Ordinance 104 to the Board.  Ordinance 104 is an ordinance to amend the penalties provision of the Martin Township Zoning Ordinance, Ordinance No. 30, as amended, to provide for civil infraction penalties.  Brenner stated that the Planning Commission met on January 10th and approved the amendment and Ordinance 104.  Motion by Tiemeyer, supported by Coburn to approve Ordinance 104.  Roll Call Vote.  All Ayes. Motion carried unanimously.

Police Power Ordinance:  Coburn presented the Board with Ordinance 105.  An Ordinance providing for Municipal Civil Infractions for the violation of certain Township ordinances and penalties pursuant thereto; establishing procedures relating thereto; identifying which township officials can issue civil infraction tickets; penalties; and procedures relating to such matters.    Motion by Tiemeyer, supported by Coburn to approve Ordinance 105.  Roll Call Vote.  All Ayes.  Motion carried unanimously.

MTA – Allegan Countywide collaboration for law enforcement review – next meeting scheduled for January 30, 2012.


Cemetery Ordinance Revisions:  The Board looked at the changes to the current cemetery ordinance the attorney provided.  The Board discussed taking more time to look at the ordinance.  Motion by Coburn, supported by Brenner to table the cemetery ordinance till February Board meeting.  Motion carried unanimously.

Department Reports: 
Ambulance:  None
Cemetery:  None
Fire:  Vandenberg requested to appoint Cory Coburn as Captain on the Fire Department.  Motion by Brenner, supported by Tiemeyer to approve Cory Coburn as Captain of the Fire Department.  Motion carried unanimously.

Vandenberg announced that Harold Miller retired from the Fire Department after 25 years of service.  

Vandenberg stated that Linda Wykstra provided TB testing to the Fire Department and Chris Carman donated the supplies.  Coburn stated the thank you letters have already been sent. 
Vandenberg informed the Board that the Village has provided the Fire Department with signs that were needed for expressway safety.  The Village has approved to get more signs and the Fire Department will store them and if the Village needs them they will have access to them.  

Vandenberg announced that the B93 Birthday Bash will be held on June 23rd & 24th this year.  

Vandenberg showed the Township Board a calendar from 5 Alarm that had a picture Ashley 

Double took of Martin Township Fire Department at a controlled burn.

Vandenberg stated that the Township Board will have to meet with Scott Corbin to discuss the liability of what the Township has during the B93 Birthday Bash.  Brenner suggested a meeting during the day on Tuesday or Wednesday.  Vandenberg will notify the Board when he schedules it.  

Library:  Leep announced that the Library business is going well.  

Leep stated that there is a writers group that has five people attending.  

Leep also stated that there were problems with the Melcat delivery.

Leep announced that five people attended the book club.

Leep thanked Arnsmans for donating the crushed asphalt for the Library parking lot.

Memorial Park:  Tiemeyer stated that she spoke with John Vandenberg and there is no more action needed with the Memorial Park Committee.  Tiemeyer suggested dissolving the committee and placing the remainder money in the general fund to be used to maintain the park.    Tiemeyer will write letters to the committee members.  Motion by Tiemeyer, supported by Coburn to dissolve the Memorial Park Committee.  Motion carried unanimously.
Planning Commission:  Brenner announced that the next Planning Commission meeting will be held on the first Tuesday in March.  

Roads:  Schedule of Meetings for Martin Township is scheduled for January 17, 2012.  Brenner will be attending this meeting.
Board Reports:
Supervisor:  None
Clerk:  November Bd Mtg approved to send invoices to PCI charges (Myers, fruits stand and AT & T) – update:  Coburn reminded the Board in November they decided to send invoices to those that PCI charged the Township for complaints.  Coburn stated that all but AT & T paid the invoices due to invalid address.  Kirt Sipple stated that he may have an updated address for AT & T and will get the information to Coburn.
Coburn questioned the Board if there would be issues if Christy Wonderly held classes at the Township Hall.  Coburn stated that she was not sure what nights or how many at this point she is trying to gather information to see what will work for the community.   The Board discussed it but needs more specific dates and frequency of the classes to determine if it will be feasible. 

Coburn presented the MI Floodplain Associations 25th Annual State Conference.  Coburn will forward to Township Supervisor.  

Coburn informed the Board that she received a letter from the Department of Agriculture stating that they have received the request for verification of conformance with GAAMPs for the DeYoung Hog Farm.
Coburn stated that she received some completed PA116 contracts that need to be filed with the Township for anyone that wants to review.

Treasurer:  None
Trustee (Jim):  Brenner thanked Chief Vandenberg for all his time and dedication he commits to the fire department and expressed appreciation for all he does.
Trustee (Jack):  None
Motion by Brenner, supported by Coburn to adjourn at 8:46 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously.
Respectfully submitted,

Carrie Coburn

Martin Township Clerk
