RIVER BEND CUSD #2
1110 3RD STREET
FULTON, IL 61252
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR JULY BOARD MEETING
 

River Bend Community Unit District #2                                                                  July 20, 2009

 

            The Regular Meeting of the Board of Education of River Bend Unit District #2, Whiteside County, Illinois, was held on July 20, 2009, at the River Bend District Office.

 

            President Portz called the Regular Meeting to order at 6:47 P.M.  Upon Roll Call by the Secretary the following members were present:  Edward Cole, Eric Fish, Dan Portz, and Mark Wade.   Absent:  Chris Barnett, Jane Orman-Luker, and Larry St. Ores.  Others present:  Dr. Jane M. Bauer, Superintendent and Virginia Petersen, Recording Secretary.

 

            President Portz led all present in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 

            Additions to the agenda:  Dr. Bauer added Credit Card discussion and repair of black top in parking lot on the North side of Fulton High School.

 

            It was moved by Member Wade, seconded by Member Cole, to approve the additions to the agenda as presented.  Voice vote, all yea, motion carried.
 

            President Portz welcomed all visitors.  Sheila VanKampen and Shelby Tiesman.  RBEA Representative:  Charles Wiebenga.  Media Representative:  Char Bielema, Clinton Herald.

 

Dave Youngman from Energy Systems Group (ESG) gave an overview of his company’s energy survey and performance contracting.

 

It was moved by Member Fish, seconded by Member Cole, to approve the June 22, 2009, Regular Board Meeting minutes; the July 7, 2009, Special Meeting Minutes, with corrections; the July Bills recommended for payment, approve the June Treasurer’s Report, subject to audit; and authorization to dispose of the following closed session video tapes August 2, 2006, September 25, 2006, October 16, 2006, and November 20, 2006.  Roll Call:
Member Cole, yea                                                       
Member Fish, yea                               
Member Portz, yea                  
Member Wade, yea
Motion Carried.
 
President Portz asked if anyone would like to speak as part of public forum.  There was no public comment.

 

            There were no communications. 

 

(Member Orman-Luker entered at 6:50 P.M.)

 
               Dr. Bauer informed the Board the Fulton High School and the District did not make Adequate Yearly Progress for FY 09.  Dr. Bauer reviewed the AYP status report for each school for 2008 and 2009.  Fulton High School has a higher percentage of correct answers to obtain in order to be in the meets category as compared to the Elementary and Middle Schools.  The District as a whole made AYP but the Students with Disabilities subgroup did not make AYP which caused the District to not make AYP and puts the District in the “Academic Watch List”.  
 
               Dr. Bauer reported on the 2009 revenues and expenditures.  The District did not receive $193,596 in payments from the state in FY 09 for Transportation and Special Education.  Some, but not all of the money has been received in FY 10. End of the year projected budgeted compared to actual:
 
	Fund
	Ed 10
	O&M 20
	B&I 30
	Trans 40
	IMRF 50
	WC 70
	Tort 80
	HLS 90

	Projected
	(219,000)
	273,000
	30,000
	109,000
	(36,000)
	45,000
	(230,000)
	790,000

	Actual
	(229,000)
	456,000
	57,000
	141,000
	15,000
	45,000
	(286,000)
	1,010,000


 
            Dr. Bauer updated the Board on the roof and fire progress.  The roof is completed at the Elementary School and the roof company moved to the high school on July 16, 2009.  The damaged carpet in the library will be replaced and paid for by the insurance company.  Dr. Bauer recommended painting the ceilings and walls before the new carpet is installed.  It has been fourteen years since it has been painted.  Last year Ms. Buikema obtained bids to paint the library which was $5,000.  This year she received a bid for $2,434.24 which is half as much as last year.

 

            It was moved by Member Orman-Luker, seconded by Member Wade, to approve the apparent low bid from Air Control Inc., Clinton IA, in the amount of $2,434.24, to paint the Fulton Elementary Learning Resource Center.  Roll Call:
Member Cole, yea                               Member Portz, yea                  
Member Fish, yea                               Member Wade, yea
Member Orman-Luker, yea
Motion Carried.
  

            Dr. Bauer reminded the Board Members Portz, Barnett and Wade are registered for the IASB/IASA/IASBO Joint Annual Conference in Chicago on November 21-23, 2009.  The first choice for accommodations of the Chicago Marriot Hotel was received and rooms have been reserved Thursday through Sunday.  Board Members may apply for parking reimbursement, use district vehicles or apply for mileage reimbursement. 

 

            Dr. Bauer informed the Board the Facilities Committee consisting of Members Barnett, Fish and Wade met with Brett Robben from TAC on Thursday, July 16, 2009.  The committee feels the large financial commitment would not justify the amount of payback which would be minimal and take over 20 years to recuperate.   The good thing about performance contracting is it gives the District the opportunity to do all major projects at once.  The committee feels the project can be divided into four or five projects and completed over time instead of one large project all at once.

 

            Dr. Bauer reported on Opening Day activities and the cost.  The Board will serve breakfast to staff on Monday, August 17, 2009, at 8:00 A.M. at Manny’s Too.  The theme this year is “Go Green”.  The cost for breakfast, lunch and the use of the room is $17.50 per person for a total of $2,975.  Green bags have been purchased for $.50 each from Wal Mart for a total of $85.00 making the total cost for opening day $3,060.  There will be no other cost associated with professional development training during the other days throughout the year, instead the trained River Bend staff will train their peers. 

 

            It was moved by Member Fish, seconded by Member Wade, to approve Professional Development activities as presented (see attached sheet).  Roll Call:
Member Cole, yea                               Member Portz, yea                  
Member Fish, yea                               Member Wade, yea
Member Orman-Luker, yea
Motion Carried.
 

            Dr. Bauer informed the Board there is a large sink hole in the North Parking Lot at the Fulton High School.  Morrison Blacktop has submitted an estimate of $3,110.  Member Wade suggested checking with the City of Fulton to see if the damage to the parking lot or the disintegrating drain at the track is the City’s responsibility in anyway.

 

            It was moved by Member Fish, seconded by Member Cole, to repair the sink hole in the blacktop in the North parking lot at the Fulton High School by Morrison Black Blacktop at an estimated cost of $3,110.  Roll Call:
Member Cole, yea                               Member Portz, yea                  
Member Fish, yea                               Member Wade, yea
Member Orman-Luker, yea
Motion Carried.
            
            Dr. Bauer informed the Board that parents have requested the option of credit card payments for registration.  Virginia Petersen contacted Central Bank, Fulton, regarding setting up the District for credit card payment options.  Each building would need a machine at a cost of $375 each.  Depending on the number of transaction the district would be charged an average of 2.5% to 3% per transaction.  Building secretaries would have to be trained to use the machine and batch slips for each day would have to be processed by the bookkeeping department.  President Portz asked for a motion to approve credit cards as a method of payment for school expenses.  No motion was made therefore the issue died.

 

(Derek Germann entered at 7:36 P.M.)

 

            Mr. Germann informed the Board he has received two quotes for roofing material for the press box from Brinkman Building Center.  A shingle roof is estimated at $856 and a metal roof is estimated at $1,104.  A dumpster would be needed for the tear off at a cost of $350.  A building permit is not needed and the River Bend Football Club will perform the labor regardless of the materials chosen.

 

            It was moved by Member Fish, seconded by Member Wade, to approve up to $2,000 to replace the roof on the press box.  Roll Call:
Member Cole, yea                               Member Portz, yea                  
Member Fish, yea                               Member Wade, yea
Member Orman-Luker, yea
Motion Carried.
 

            Dr. Bauer informed the Board the track resurfacing project can be put into Health Life Safety.  The Board will have to determine if they want to fund a $50,000 Health Life Safety Bond which would cover the cost of resurfacing the track and the architect fees and would require a hearing. 

 

            Dr. Bauer explained to the Board the Extra-Curricular Participation Fees Committee will not meet before school registration.  Dr. Bauer recommended keeping the fees the same as last year with the Committee studying them this year for next school year.  Phil Schaver is not the Athletic Boosters President anymore, but it sounds like if the Boosters make money they will contribute more than $10,000.  Number of participants in the various sports will have to be considered, as well as, discussions with co-oping with neighboring schools when numbers do not dictate a team.  The Board would like an article in the paper outlining the cost for athletics.

 

            It was moved by Member Orman-Luker, seconded by Member Cole, to approve extra-curricular participation fees as the same as last year and revisit again in June.  Roll Call:
Member Cole, yea                               Member Portz, yea                  
Member Fish, yea                               Member Wade, yea
Member Orman-Luker, yea
Motion Carried.
 

Dr. Bauer informed the Board that a person needs to be designated to review, accept, and sign-off on the annual financial statement which includes the audit report, the annual financial report submitted to ISBE, and the data collection form on behalf of the district.  The Board also needs to adopt a capitalization policy.

 

It was moved by Member Fish, seconded by Member Orman-Luker, to name Daniel Portz as the designated person to review, accept and sign-off on the financial statement of the district which includes the audit report, annual financial statement submitted to ISBE, and the Data Collection Form on behalf of River Bend CUSD #2.  Roll Call:
Member Cole, yea                               Member Portz, yea                  
Member Fish, yea                               Member Wade, yea
Member Orman-Luker, yea
Motion Carried.
 
It was moved by Member Orman-Luker, seconded by Member Fish, to approve the FY 09 capitalization policy of $500 as it has been in the past and revisit for FY 10 at a later date.  Roll Call:
Member Cole, yea                               Member Portz, yea                  
Member Fish, yea                               Member Wade, yea
Member Orman-Luker, yea
Motion Carried.
 
Dr. Bauer informed the Board that Lincoln National Life Insurance Company can provide the same Life Insurance to employees at a lower rate than the current carrier, Fort Dearborn, and offer more options to employees and their families. 

 

It was moved by member Wade, seconded by Member Cole, to change the life insurance to Lincoln National Life Insurance Company from Fort Dearborn.  Roll Call:
Member Cole, yea                               Member Portz, yea                  
Member Fish, yea                               Member Wade, yea
Member Orman-Luker, yea
Motion Carried.
 

Dr. Bauer reviewed the fuel bids.

 

It was moved by Member Orman-Luker, seconded by Member Wade, to approve the apparent low bid for fuel from Kelly Oil Company, Clinton, IA, at $.047 over rack price for the 2009-2010 school year.  Roll Call:
Member Cole, yea                               Member Portz, yea                  
Member Fish, yea                               Member Wade, yea
Member Orman-Luker, yea
Motion Carried.
 
Dr. Bauer recommended declaring as surplus the 1995 Chevrolet Van #1 and the 2005 district snow blower.  Van #1 has 125,558 miles and is not in good running condition.  The snow blower is like new but is not used anymore. 

 

It was moved by Member Orman-Luker, seconded by Member Fish, to declare as surplus the 1995 Chevrolet Van #1 and direct the Superintendent to advertise as is, no minimum bid, and the 2005 snow blower and advertise with book price as the minimum bid and reserving the right to reject any or all bids.  Roll Call:
Member Cole, yea                               Member Portz, yea                  
Member Fish, yea                               Member Wade, yea
Member Orman-Luker, yea
Motion Carried.
 
Dr. Bauer recommended moving the review of closed session minutes to closed session with action to follow.

 

Dr. Bauer recommended approval of the technology policies 6:235, 6:235-E1, 6:235-AP2, and 6:235-E3.  These policies have been reviewed by Cheryl Piercy, Technology Coordinator and legal counsel. 

 

It was moved by Member Orman-Luker, seconded by Member Wade, to approve select technology polices 6:236, 6:235-E1, 6:235-AP2, and 6:235 E3, as presented.  Roll Call:
Member Cole, yea                               Member Portz, yea                  
Member Fish, yea                               Member Wade, yea
Member Orman-Luker, yea
Motion Carried.
 

Dr. Bauer informed the Board the Regional Office of Education is offering the Online Application Consortium, Applitraker, which is used by over 600 of the 820 school districts in Illinois.  The cost would be $440 a year and should save the District money in the long run because the groups of candidates from Illinois are available to pull from as soon as the district puts the opening on the site.

 

It was moved by Member Orman-Luker, seconded by Member Cole, to join the Whiteside Regional Office of Education Online Application Consortium, Applitraker, at a cost of $440 per year.  Roll Call:
Member Cole, yea                               Member Portz, yea                  
Member Fish, yea                               Member Wade, yea
Member Orman-Luker, yea                                                    Motion Carried.
Personnel will be discussed in closed session.

 

It was moved by Member Wade, seconded by Member Cole, to go into closed session for the purpose(s) of discussing matters concerning appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific employees of the public body or legal counsel for the public bodying, including hearing testimony or a complaint lodged against an employee of the public body or against legal counsel for the public body to determine its validity; and discussion of minutes of  meetings lawfully closed under the Open Meeting Act, whether for the purpose of approval by the body of the minutes semi-annual review of the minutes at 8:16 P.M.  Roll Call:
Member Cole, yea                               Member Portz, yea                  
Member Fish, yea                               Member Wade, yea
Member Orman-Luker, yea
Motion Carried.
 

It was moved by Member Wade, seconded by Member Fish, to come out of closed session for the purpose(s) of discussing matters concerning appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific employees of the public body or legal counsel for the public bodying, including hearing testimony or a complaint lodged against an employee of the public body or against legal counsel for the public body to determine its validity; and discussion of minutes of  meetings lawfully closed under the Open Meeting Act, whether for the purpose of approval by the body of the minutes semi-annual review of the minutes at 8:58 P.M.  Roll Call:
Member Cole, yea                               Member Portz, yea                  
Member Fish, yea                               Member Wade, yea
Member Orman-Luker, yea
Motion Carried.
 
            Action items following closed session.

            
            It was moved by Member Cole, seconded by Member Wade, to employ Mrs. Dixie Shaff as Fulton High School Part-time Mathematics Teacher for the 2009-2010 school year.  Roll Call:
Member Cole, yea                               Member Portz, yea                  
Member Fish, yea                               Member Wade, yea
Member Orman-Luker, yea
Motion Carried.
 
            It was moved by Member Wade, seconded by Member Cole, to release closed session minutes dated January 26, 2009, and February 19, 2009, but retain other closed session minutes, at this time, due to the need for confidentiality to still exist to all or part of the minutes.   Roll Call:
Member Cole, yea                               Member Portz, yea                  
Member Fish, yea                               Member Wade, yea
Member Orman-Luker, yea
Motion Carried.
 
            It was moved by Member Wade, seconded by Member Cole, to approve a three-year contract for Kathleen Schipper with a 3.5% increase for the 2009-2010 fiscal year.  Roll Call:
Member Cole, yea                               Member Portz, yea                  
Member Fish, yea                               Member Wade, yea
Member Orman-Luker, yea                                                    Motion Carried.
 
            It was moved by Member Cole, seconded by Member Wade, to approve the closed session minutes of the June 22, 2009, Regular Meeting and the July 7, 2009, Special Meeting, as printed.  Roll Call:
Member Cole, yea                               Member Portz, yea                  
Member Fish, yea                               Member Wade, yea
Member Orman-Luker, yea
Motion Carried.
 
            The next Regular Meeting is Monday, August 17, 2009, at 6:30 P.M. at the River Bend District Office (this meeting may be at the Fulton Elementary School pending Mrs. Dunlap’s approval).

 

            It was moved by Member Cole, seconded by Member Wade, to adjourn the meeting at 9:03 P.M.  Voice vote, all yea, motion carried.
 

 

 

 

 

________________________________                    ________________________________

Dan Portz, President                                                   Eric Fish, Secretary  
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