MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING

OF THE FIFTY LAKES CITY COUNCIL 

July 9, 2013

The Regular Monthly Meeting of the Fifty Lakes City Council was held on Tuesday, July 9, 2013 in the City Hall at 7:00 p.m.  The following officers were present: Ken Hersey, Mayor; Jodie Schrupp, Jay Weinmann, Greg Buchite and Les Degner; Council Members; Karen Stern, Clerk-Treasurer; Steve Stroschein Crow Wing County Engineers; and approximately 9 residents.      


Mayor Hersey called for approval of the Council Meeting Minutes.  Mayor Hersey and Jay Weinmann commented changes be made to the Underbrink paragraph regarding the statement made by Mayor Hersey and the Planning and Zoning motion along with more detail on the acknowledgment by Mr. Underbrink and the Council to apply for an after the fact variance.  MOTION MADE BY MR. DEGNER AND SECONDED BY MS. SCHRUPP TO APPROVE MINUTES OF THE JUNE 11, 2013 REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING.  When polled: All Council Members voted aye.  Motion passed.  
     
Karen L. Stern presented the Treasurer’s report.  MOTION MADE BY MR. DEGNER AND SECONDED BY MS. SCHRUPP TO ACCEPT THE TREASURER’S REPORT AS PRESENTED AND RENEW THE MATURING 5 CD’S WITH LAKES STATE BANK FOR 12 MONTHS AT A RATE OF .85% .  When polled: All Council Members voted aye.  Motion passed.   

New Business:  Mayor Hersey introduced Steve Stroschein from Crow Wing County Highway Engineering to review the County Road 3 reconstruction project.  Discussions followed regarding the design of roadway.  Steve commented if the design were to change the project would be pushed back and once again placed on a five year plan with no idea when the project would be completed.   

         MOTION MADE BY MR. BUCHITE AND SECONDED BY MR. DEGNER TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:
RESOLUTION NO. 2013-04

RESOLUTION APPROVING COUNTY PROJECT WITHIN MUNICIPAL

CORPORATE LIMITS

CITY OF FIFTY LAKES 

COUNTY OF CROW WING 

STATE OF MINNESOTA

WHEREAS, the City of Fifty Lakes and Crow Wing County reviewed numerous design and alignment alterations related to the reconstruction of County State Aid Highway (CSAH) 3 from CSAH 37 to CSAH 1, culminating in the City choosing options and directing the County to proceed with detailed design according to City Resolution No. 2012-09, and

WHEREAS, detailed final layouts for State Aid Project Number 018-603-022, showing proposed alignment, profiles, grades and typical sections for construction, reconstruction and improvement of County State Aid Highway (CSAH) 3 within the limits of the City of Fifty Lakes have been prepared and presented to the City at a Public Meeting held on September 8, 2012.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF FIFTY LAKES, MINNESOTA: That said final layouts and plan for State Aid Project Number 018-603-022 be in all things approved.  


Adopted by the Council of the City of Fifty Lakes this 9th day of July, 2013.

_______________________________

              Ken Hersey, Mayor    

(Attest)

____________________________

Karen L. Stern, Clerk-Treasurer

When polled:  Mayor Hersey, Mr. Buchite, Mr. Degner and Mr. Weinmann voted aye, Ms. Schrupp voted nay.  Motion passed. 
Mayor Hersey commented the Council has received a Right of Way Acquisition Offer from the County for the reconstruction of County State Aid Highway 3, $900 for permanent easement and $400 for the temporary easement.  Discussion followed.  MOTION MADE BY MR. WEINMANN TO ACCEPT THE RIGHT OF WAY ACQUISITION PROPOSAL OF $1300 FOR THE PERMANENT AND TEMPORARY EASEMENTS FOR COUNTY ROAD 3.  When polled:  All Council Members voted aye.  Motion passed.  
  
Fire & Rescue:  Richard Schiller reported two medical calls in June and one in July, one fire smoke alarm.  Council discussed ways to obtain opinions from residents regarding the purchasing of emergency warning sirens.  Mayor Hersey and Jay Weinmann will work with Ann Raph to create a survey on the City web site and will review the possibility of conducting a public hearing this fall.

Council discussed the letter and responses received from residents with private bridges.  Mayor Hersey commented he had contacted WSN engineers regarding the inspection of the load capacity of the bridges and obtained an estimated bid of $4000.  Council agreed to notify the homeowners of the engineer whom they could use to complete the inspections.  

Dick Schiller, the City’s Emergency Director presented to the Council the proposed new Emergency Operations Plan formatted from the existing Breezy Point plan.  Council thanked Dick for his work on updating the plan, Council will review in detail and discuss at the August Council Meeting.    

Purchasing, Personnel:  Mayor Hersey informed Council the need to approve giving Bill Bright a City credit card for maintenance purchases.  MOTION MADE BY MAYOR HERSEY AND SECONDED BY MR. WEINMANN TO APPROVE BILL BRIGHT FOR A CITY VISA CREDIT CARD FOR MAINTENANCE PURCHASES.  When polled:  All Council Members voted aye.  Motion passed.


Council discussed the need to hire a part time seasonal maintenance position.  MOTION MADE BY MR. BUCHITE AND SECONDED BY MS. SCHRUPP TO PLACE A WANT AD IN THE NORTHLAND PRESS FOR A PART TIME MAINTENCE POSITION.  When polled:  All Council Members voted aye.  Motion passed.     

Mayor Hersey commented on the need to review the health insurance benefit policy.  Discussions followed regarding the part time bartenders.  MOTION MADE BY MAYOR HERSEY AND SECONDED BY MR. WEINMANN TO CONTINUE THE HEALTH INSURANCE BENEFIT FOR THE PART TIME BARTENDERS FOR THE NEXT YEAR, THE PREMIUM FOR EMPLOYEE CITY PAYS 70% WITH EMPLOYEE CONTRIBUTION 30%, FAMILY PREMIUM CITY TO PAY  50%  WITH EMPLYEE CONTRIBUTION 50%.  When polled:  All Council Members voted aye.  Motion passed.  Council discussed moving Toni Buchite, Liquor Manager to the City Government Benefit Addendum A.  MOTION MADE BY MR. DEGNER AND SECONDED BY MS. SCHRUPP TO MOVE TONI BUCHITE LIQUOR MANAGER TO RECEIVE THE CITY GOVERNMENT BENEFITS ADDENDUM A.  When polled:  All Council Members voted aye.  Greg Buchite abstained.  Motion passed.  Discussions followed regarding the percentage of contribution the City government employee shall pay for their health insurance premium.   MOTION MADE BY MS. SCHRUPP TO REQUEST THE CITY GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES PAY 10% OF THEIR PREMIUM.  Motion failed due to lack of second.  MOTION MADE BY MR. WEINMANN AND SECONDED BY MR. DEGNER TO BEGIN THE COST SHARE OF THE EMPLOYEES HEALTH INSURANCE PREMIUMS.  CITY SHALL PAY 90% OF THE EMPLOYEE/FAMILY PREMIUM WITH THE EMPLOYEE CONTRIBUTING 10% FOR THE NEXT 6 MONTHS AND THE FOLLOWING SIX MONTHS THE CITY SHALL PAY 80% WITH THE EMPLOYEE CONTRIBUTING 20%.  When polled:  All Council Members voted aye.  Greg Buchite abstained.  Motion passed.    
      
Road Construction and Maintenance:  Les Degner informed Council the trailer was sold for $2200 and the V-Plow has been sold for $400.
  
Liquor Store: Toni Buchite presented the Liquor Store’s purchase record report.  Council discussed the ARS Total Register invoice and stated not to pay until a written contract is received. 


Planning & Zoning:  Gordy Reller requested Council to consider Andy Levesque as a candidate for the Planning and Zoning Commission.  MOTION MADE BY MAYOR HERSEY AND SECONDED BY MS. SCHRUPP TO APPOINT ANDY LEVESQUE TO THE PLANNING COMMISSION.  When polled: All Council Members voted aye.  Motion passed. 

Gordy reviewed violations with Council.  Gordy requested Council’s opinion as to the use of the City corner lot.  It has happened on occasion that cars have been placed there for sale without notifying the City.  Council requested Gordy to bring back to the August Council Meeting.


Gordy reported 5 garage permits issued for the month of June, compared to last year an RV, septic, two decks or patios, one addition, five sheds, two land alterations and one misc. permit.  Council requested to have this report in writing.         

Jay Weinmann presented to the Council a recommendation to amend ordinance 3.02 to clarify the position of the Council liaison to the Planning Commission, “No member of the City Council may be an appointed member of the Planning Commission or Board of Adjustment.”  Jay presented a clarification for 4.03, b newly created lots on General Development Lakes.  No new lots, or any lot that changes shape on General Development Lakes, shall be created using Residential (R) zoning requirements, unless prior approval is obtained with a variance.  Council will need to have a public hearing for the amendments presented to the Council.


Jay requested Council approval to allow Ann Raph to exceed in her hours to work on the website.  Council agreed to allow Ann Raph the additional hours as needed.  Discussions followed regarding an employee being called in to work or fix a problem shall be compensated for a minimum of 2 hours.  No action taken.

Mayor’s Report:  Mayor Hersey requested Council to review the utility charges.  Mayor Hersey commented the Dental Insurance benefit was missed and not discussed during the personnel portion and presently the bar pays 50/50 and the city employees are contributing 25%.  Discussion followed.  MOTION MADE BY MAYOR HERSEY AND SECONDED BY MR. WEINMANN FOR ALL CITY EMPLOYEES ELIGIBLE FOR DENTAL INSURANCE SHALL PAY 50% OF THE PREMIUM.  When polled:  All Council Members voted aye.  Greg Buchite abstained. 

 Mayor Hersey commented the need to pay the League of MN Cities Workers Comp proposal.  MOTION MADY BE MAYOR HERSEY AND SECONDED BY MR. BUCHITE TO APPROVE PAYMENT OF THE LMC WORKERS COMPENSATION FOR 7-1-13 TO 6-30-14 FOR $6,839.00.  When polled:  All Council Members voted aye.  Motion passed.  

Unfinished Business:  
     
Citizen’s Forum:  Dick Schiller commented on private business employees versus public employees.  Dick stated that the Council may be misinformed on some of the info regarding public employee’s compensation.  It is true public employees receive better benefits, however, based on statistics private employees make higher compensation than public employees.  Dick also stated that Council made several comments about unions and he finds both comments disparaging to unions and he feels every employee should be treated as if they were a union member.  Discussions followed.  No action taken        

MOTION MADE BY MS. SCHRUPP AND SECONDED BY MR. BUCHITE TO APPROVE PAYMENT OF THE FOLLOWING CHECK SERIES #34526 THROUGH #34625 FOR THE AMOUNT $90,828.59.  When polled:  All Council Members voted aye.  Motion passed   

     
MOTION MADE BY MS. SCHRUPP AND SECONDED BY MR. BUCHITE TO ADJOURN.  When polled:  All Council Members voted aye.  Motion passed. 

Meeting adjourned at 10:00 P.M.









___________________________









Karen L. Stern, Clerk-Treasurer
