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SB 493
Statute Amended or Added:     Adds §7.060 and §39.075(b-1), Education Code
Summary:     Section 7.060 requires that written reports and paperwork required of school districts by the agency be reviewed and reduced to the extent practicable once each even-number year.  An agency policy to limit reports and paperwork is also required.

Section 39.075(b-1) allows the commissioner to authorize a special accreditation investigation be undertaken in response to repeated complaints about excessive paperwork.
Change from current law:      Section 42.006(e) requires PEIMS data submissions to be reviewed annually. 
Effective Date:      2005-2006 school year

Action required for 2005-2006 School Year:      A review of data submission requirements was completed by the TEA Data Approval Committee (TEADAC) in 2004. TEADAC’s successor, the Data and Information Review Committee (DIRC), must adopt and implement a policy to review submission requirements in 2005-2006.

Outstanding Issues:      Review will be required each even-number year; e.g., 2007-2008 school year, 2009-2010, etc. 

Does this bill create a new program?      No
Does this bill require a new report?      No

Rulemaking authority?     None
Does this apply to charters?      Yes
Does this bill contain a new reporting requirement for TEA/school districts?       No

For further information, please contact the Division of Accountability Research at 512-475-3523.
SB 776
Statute Amended or Added:     Amends §7.111(a), Education Code
Summary:      This bill provides that members of the National Guard Youth Challenge Program (NGYCP) Seaborne ChalleNGe Corps who are 16 years of age and have completed their GED preparation can be administered the GED examination.  

Change from current law:      Current law listing persons eligible to take the high school equivalency exam does not include these Corps members until they reach age 17.  
Effective Date:      September 1, 2005

Action required for 2005-2006 School Year:      none
Outstanding Issues:      The legislation indicates that the NGYCP Seaborne ChalleNGe Corps in the adjutant general’s department will be allowed to administer the GED to these Corps members.  However, they will have to seek approval from the General Educational Development Test Services to administer the exam.
Does this bill create a new program?       No
Does this bill require a new report?       No

Rulemaking authority?     State Board of Education-- Title 19 of the TAC, Section 89.43(a) must be amended to allow for GED testing of persons who are 16 years of age who have completed their GED preparation in the NGYCP Seaborne ChalleNGe Corps.
Does this apply to charters?      No
Does this bill contain a new reporting requirement for TEA/school districts?       No

For further information, please contact Georgia Paris-Ealy at 463-9292.

HB 2339
Statute Amended or Added:     Amends §11.056 and adds §11.168, Education Code.  Also, amends many sections in the Election Code and a few additional conforming amendments in other codes.
 
Summary:     To better accommodate overseas mail ballots in the general election of state and county officers, the bill moves the deadline for mailing ballots for overseas voters and makes other corresponding deadline adjustments.  The bill also grants the secretary of state rulemaking authority to implement the bill.

Section 31 of the bill amends Section 11.056, Education Code, to provide that the deadline for an application for a place on the ballot is the 70th day before election day for an election to be held on the date of the general election for state and county officers.  Otherwise, the deadline remains the 62nd day before election day.

Also, Section 32 of the bill adds Section 11.168, Education Code, which prohibits a board of trustees from using state or local funds or other resources of the district to electioneer for or against any candidate, measure, or political party.

Change from current law:     The current deadline for an application for a place on the ballot, regardless of the date of the election, is the 62nd day before election day.  Section 255.003, Election Code, provides a criminal penalty for using public funds for political advertising, which is a similar prohibition to the prohibition in new Section 11.168, Education Code.

Effective Date:     September 1, 2005
 

Action required for 2005-2006 School Year:    School district must apply the new application deadline if holding trustee elections on the date of the general election for state and county officers (November uniform election date).  School districts must also ensure that state or local funds or other resources of the district are not used to electioneer for or against a candidate, measure, or political party.
Outstanding Issues:      Issues also include preclearance of the legislation by the United States Department of Justice, and whether the Secretary of State will exercise the authority granted to implement the bill, including the adjustment of any affected date, deadline, or procedure.
Does this bill create a new program?     No

Does this bill require a new report?     No

Rulemaking Authority?     Yes, Secretary of State
Does this apply to charters?     No

Does this bill contain a new reporting requirement for TEA/school districts?     No

For further information, please contact the Office of Legal Services at 463-9720.

SB 387
Statute Amended or Added:     Amends §11.163, Education Code
Summary:      This bill provides that district employment policies may provide an employee with the opportunity to participate in a process for transferring to another school in or position with the district.  
          For positions for which a certificate or license is required as provided by Section 21.003, other than a position that affects the safety and security of students as determined by the board of trustees, new Subsection (d) requires that district employment policies provide for notice to each current employee of a vacant position not later than the 10th school day before the date on which the district fills the position.  The district must provide such notice by posting the position on a bulletin board at a place convenient to the public in the district's central administrative office, a bulletin board at the central administrative office of each campus in the district during any time the office is open, and the district's Internet website, if any.  The policy must provide for a reasonable opportunity to apply for the position.  

     If a district must fill a vacancy during a school year for a position to be filled by a teacher, as defined by Section 21.101, in less than 10 days, new Subsection (e) requires the district to post notice of the vacancy at the locations specified in Subsection (d) as soon as possible, but the district is not otherwise required to comply with Subsection (d) when filling the vacancy.

Change from current law:      School districts are not currently statutorily required to post vacancies.
Effective Date:     June 17, 2005.  Applies beginning with the 2005-06 school year. 

Action required for 2005-2006 School Year:     School districts must implement the new requirements regarding posting notice of vacancies for which a license or certificate is required under Section 21.003. 
Outstanding Issues:      None
Does this bill create a new program?      No 

Does this bill require a new report?       No

Rulemaking authority?  None

Does this apply to charters?     No 

Does this bill contain a new reporting requirement for TEA/school districts?       No

For further information, please contact the Office of Legal Services at 463-9720.

HB 1826
Statute Amended or Added:      Adds §11.168, Education Code
Summary:      This legislation prohibits a school district from entering into agreements that authorize the use of school district employees, property, or resources for providing materials or labor for design, construction, or renovation of buildings not owned or leased by the district.

Change from current law:      Current law is silent with respect to any limitations on the use of district resources for the purposes described by the bill, relying on the Local Government Code, the Government Code, and constitutional provisions related to government purposes. 
Effective Date:      Immediate

Action required for 2005-2006 School Year:      Review policies for any contradictory provisions.
Outstanding Issues:      None
Does this bill create a new program?       No
Does this bill require a new report?       No
Rulemaking authority?      None
Does this apply to charters?      No
Does this bill contain a new reporting requirement for TEA/school districts?       No
Briefing Book Subject Index listing:        Facilities, purchasing

For further information, please contact School Financial Audits at 463-9095.
SB 144
Statute Amended or Added:     Amends §11.352(b), Education Code
Summary:      This bill expands the realm of possible candidates for appointment as trustees at military reservation school districts to include military officers.

Change from current law:      Current law provides that members of the board of trustees for a military reservation school district are limited to enlisted military personnel and civilians.  A majority must be civilians, and all may be civilians.
Effective Date:      September 1, 2005

Action required for 2005-2006 School Year:      None
Outstanding Issues:      None
Does this bill create a new program?       No
Does this bill require a new report?       No

Rulemaking authority?     None
Does this apply to charters?      No
Does this bill contain a new reporting requirement for TEA/school districts?       No

For further information, please contact Fran Latour at 463-9627.

HB 1111
Statute Amended or Added:      Amends §12.111(a) and adds  §12.1171, Education Code
Summary:     This bill permits charter schools that specialize in performing arts to have admissions policies that require students to demonstrate artistic ability.  It also permits charter schools that specialize in performing arts to require applicants to audition for admission. 
Change from current law:      Current Section 12. 111(a)(6) does not permit charter schools to base admissions decisions on a student’s demonstration of artistic ability.  Current law requires that charter schools “prohibit discrimination in admission policy on the basis of sex, national origin, ethnicity, religion, disability, academic, artistic, or athletic ability, or the district the child would otherwise attend….” 
Effective Date:      Immediately 

Action required for 2005-2006 School Year:      Charter schools whose charters currently provide a program specializing in performing arts will need to submit a charter amendment request to the commissioner in order to change their admissions policies if they want to base admissions on artistic ability and/or require auditions.  Similarly, charter schools that do not currently specialize in performing arts will need to submit a charter amendment request to the commissioner if they want to begin specializing in performing arts and admitting students based on artistic ability and/or audition. 
Outstanding Issues:     None
Does this bill create a new program?     No
Does this bill require a new report?      No       

Rulemaking authority?      No new rulemaking authority granted, but existing commissioner rules which were authorized by TEC Sections 12.101 and 12.111 will likely need to be amended.
Does this apply to charters?  Yes
Does this bill contain a new reporting requirement for TEA/school districts?  No 
For further information, please contact Margaret Baker, Legal Services 512/463-9720.

SB 1395
Statute Amended or Added:     Adds Chapter 18; amends §1.001(b) and 25.086(a), Education Code
Summary:      This bill allows a Job Corps training program entity to establish a high school diploma program to operate public secondary schools at Job Corps facilities throughout the state.  Job Corps training program means any corporate entity authorized to do business in the state and currently under contract with the United States Department of Labor to operate a Job Corps training program under the Workforce Investment Act of 1998.  A Job Corp Diploma program will be an entity separate and distinct from the United States Department of Labor.  A Job Corps diploma program may offer a secondary school curriculum, a high school diploma program, and a General Educational Development program.  A Job Corps diploma program may be required to comply with the requirements of the Public Education Information Management System (PEIMS).  Additionally, a Job Corps diploma program will be subject to an accountability system created by the commissioner, consistent with Chapter 39 of the TEC, and an annual performance rating will be assigned to each program.  Under this bill, a Job Corps program can accept grants and federal funds to be used in compliance with federal law, regulations, and guidelines.  Program costs will be paid by the Job Corps training program itself and may not be charged to a school district.  

Change from current law:      Current law does not address high school diploma programs offered by Job Corps entities.
Effective Date:      September 1, 2005

Action required for 2005-2006 School Year:      None
Outstanding Issues:      Commissioner will develop annual performance ratings for Job Corps high school programs.
Does this bill create a new program?       Yes.  It creates the possibility of high school diploma programs established at Job Corps facilities throughout the state.

Does this bill require a new report?       No

Rulemaking authority?     No
Does this apply to charters?      No

Does this bill contain a new reporting requirement for TEA/school districts?       TEA must collect data from the Job Corps diploma programs and report performance ratings.
For further information, please contact Greg Travillion at 463-9322.
SB 143
Statute Amended or Added:     Adds §21.059, Education Code
Summary:      This bill extends the time for an educator, who is a member of the state military forces or a reserve component of the armed forces of the United States and who is ordered to report for active duty beginning on or after September 1, 2004, to complete all continuing education requirements and all requirements relating to renewal or extension of the educator’s certificate or permit.  The time period is extended by the total number of years that the educator serves on active duty.  

Change from current law:      New
Effective Date:      June 17, 2005

Action required for 2005-2006 School Year:      None
Outstanding Issues:      None
Does this bill create a new program?       No
Does this bill require a new report?       No

Rulemaking authority?     No

Does this apply to charters?      No

Does this bill contain a new reporting requirement for TEA/school districts?       No
For further information, please contact State Board for Educator Certification at 512/936-8400.

SB 1691
Statute Amended or Added:     Adds Chapter 22, Subchapter D, Education Code and repeals Chapter 1580, Insurance Code

Summary:     The bill moves responsibility for payment of the health insurance compensation supplement (the “pass-through”) to the Texas Education Agency.  It also removes the amounts from general law, leaving the amount of the supplement to be set in the general appropriations act.  (Note: This bill also makes numerous changes to the laws governing the Teacher Retirement System and retirement in general which will not be discussed in this briefing book.)

Change from current law:     This bill transfers responsibility from the Teacher Retirement System to the Texas Education Agency.  
Effective Date:     September 1, 2005

Action required for 2005-2006 School Year:     None.  School districts will continue reporting needed information in the same manner as the past two years.
Outstanding Issues:     None
Does this bill create a new program?      No
Does this bill require a new report?      No

Rulemaking Authority?     Commissioner
Does this apply to charters?     Yes, if they participate in TRS ActiveCare.
Does this bill contain a new reporting requirement for TEA/school districts?     No
For further information, please contact State Funding at 463-9238.
HB 25, Section 2 & 3
Statute Amended or Added:     Amends §25.001(b) and §25.002, Education Code 
Summary:      This bill adds an additional basis for eligibility for admission to a school district.  The new eligibility is for a student who does not reside in the school district, but whose grandparent resides in the district and provides a substantial amount of after-school care for the student as determined by the district’s board of trustees.

Additionally, this bill also requires a school district to forward a student’s identification records and school records within 10 working days of the date the district receives a request from another school district in which the student is enrolling.  This bill also requires a parent or other person with legal control of the student under a court order who is providing such records to do so within 30 days from the date of enrollment and requires a district to notify a parent or other person  with legal control under a court order who requests the transfer of records that the person may request and receive an unofficial copy for delivery in person to another district.

Change from current law:     Under current law, a student is not eligible for admission to a school district on the basis of a grandparent’s separate residence and a district has 30 days to forward identification and school records to another district in which a student is enrolling. 

Effective Date:     May 27, 2005 

Action required for 2005-2006 School Year:     Districts need to modify their policies and practices regarding student admissions and to the transfer of records to implement these statutory changes.      
Outstanding Issues:      None
Does this bill create a new program?      No 

Does this bill require a new report?      No
Rulemaking authority?     None

Does this apply to charters?     No      

Does this bill contain a new reporting requirement for TEA/school districts?       No

For further information, please contact the Office of Legal Services at 463-9720.

HB 283
Statute Amended or Added:     Amends §25.001(b), adds §25.0341, amends  §37.001 and amends  §37.083(a), Education Code
Summary:      This bill allows a student who does not reside in the district to enroll if the student’s grandparent resides in the district and provides a substantial amount of after-school care.  This bill also requires the district’s school board or its designee, on the request of the parent of a student who is a victim of bullying, to transfer the victim to another classroom or another campus other than the classroom or campus the bully attends.  To complete this requirement, the board must first verify that the student has been a victim, and may consider past student behavior when identifying a bully.  The district would not be required to provide transportation to such a student who transfers.  The bill also requires that the district’s student code of conduct must prohibit bullying, harassment, and making hit lists.  The code must also provide methods and options for managing and disciplining students and for preventing and intervening in student discipline problems.  The bill defines “bullying,” “harassment,” and “hit list.”  Additionally, the bill provides that a student enrolled in a special education program may not be disciplined for such conduct until an ARD Committee meeting has reviewed the conduct.  Finally, the bill stipulates that the discipline management program in the district improvement plan must provide for prevention of and education concerning unwanted physical or verbal aggression, sexual harassment, and other forms of bullying.

Change from current law:      Current law does not address or define “bullying, ”harassment,” or “hit list” or the transfer of a student who is the victim of bullying.  Current law does not address enrollment of non-resident students under the care of grandparents who do reside in the district.  
Effective Date:      September 1, 2005

Action required for 2005-2006 School Year:      Each district will need to set policy concerning transfer of victims of bullying and develop a system to verify that a student has been a victim of bullying.  Districts will need to update their codes of conduct concerning PEIMS data reporting for bullying.  Districts will also need to incorporate in their discipline management programs provisions for prevention of and education concerning unwanted physical or verbal aggression, sexual harassment, and other forms of bullying.
Outstanding Issues:      None
Does this bill create a new program?       No
Does this bill require a new report?       No

Rulemaking authority?     No
Does this apply to charters?      No
Does this bill contain a new reporting requirement for TEA/school districts?       No
For further information, please contact Billy Jacobs at 463-9982.

HB 25
Statute Amended or Added:       Adds §25.006 and amends §25.002, §28.025(c) and (d), §30.014 (b) and (c) and §39.025.
Summary:     This legislation eases the transition of military dependents into public schools by providing for a timely transfer of student records, developing a system of transition during the first two weeks of school for an entering student of military parents, promoting practices that foster student access to extracurricular programs, establishing procedures to lessen the impact of a move to a new school after the end of a student’s junior year, encouraging partnerships between military bases and school districts,  and providing services in transition when applying for admission to postsecondary study.

This bill also imposes a ten-day turn around from the time a request for student information is made by a district, until the information is received by a district.  Parents and/or guardians must also furnish documentation of birth records and transcripts, etc., by the 30th day after the date a student is enrolled.

The bill calls for the commissioner to adopt one or more alternative nationally recognized norm-referenced assessment instruments to administer to a student to qualify for a high school diploma (if a student enrolls after January 1 of the school year in which the student is to graduate).  This applies if a student is in a public school in Texas for the first time or if the student enrolls after an absence of at least four years from any public school in this state.   Furthermore, the commissioner shall establish a required performance standard for the norm-referenced test that is at least as rigorous as the performance level for the Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS) exit test for that subject.

Change from current law:      Students coming to Texas in January of their senior year from out of state would be allowed to take state approved norm-referenced tests and meet the standard set by the commissioner on those tests.  Presently, to graduate in Texas, students must complete all required course work and pass the TAKS tests in English language arts, science, math, and social studies.
Effective Date:     September 1, 2005.

Action required for 2005-2006 School Year:     By rule the commissioner will need to adopt one or more alternative nationally recognized norm-referenced assessment instruments and establish a required performance level for the norm-referenced assessment instruments that is at least as rigorous as the standards for the TAKS tests.

Outstanding Issues:     There is a possibility that no nationally recognized norm-referenced test will show a link to the TAKS exit level test.
Does this bill create a new program?     The bill creates an alternative testing avenue through which a student transferring after January 1 of their senior year may earn a high school diploma.
Does this bill require a new report?     Yes.  TEA is required to report the results of its efforts to implement §25.006 by January 1, 2006.

Rulemaking Authority?     By rule the commissioner will need to adopt one or more alternative nationally recognized norm-referenced assessment instruments and establish a required performance level for the norm-referenced assessment instruments that is at least as rigorous as the standards for the TAKS tests.
Does this apply to charters?     Yes
Does this bill contain a new reporting requirement for TEA/school districts?     No
For further information concerning transfer of student records, please contact the Curriculum Division at 463-9581.  

For information concerning assessment, please contact the Student Assessment Division at 463-9536.

HB 308
Statute Amended or Added:      Adds §25.0341 and §37.0051, Education Code
Summary:      This bill requires districts to develop and implement a transfer system for students involved in sexual assault or aggravated sexual assault under the Texas Penal Code.  These provisions apply if the student who engaged in the conduct has been convicted of or placed on deferred adjudication for the criminal offense or has been adjudicated by a juvenile court or is on juvenile deferred prosecution or probation for the conduct.  Upon the request of the student victim’s parent or guardian, the district must transfer the student who is the victim of sexual assault to a different campus in the district or, if there is only one campus in the district, to another district.  If the victim does not want to transfer, the district must transfer the student who engaged in the offensive conduct to a different campus at which the victim is not assigned or to a Juvenile Justice Alternative Education Program (JJAEP) or District Alternative Education Program (DAEP).  In either case, the district is not required to provide transportation to the student who transfers.  The length of a transfer to a DAEP or JJAEP under this provision is unlimited.  
Change from current law:      Current law requires expulsion of a student for the offenses of sexual assault or aggravated sexual assault under the Penal Code.  Current law limits expulsions to one year, except for safety reasons or the best interest of the student.
Effective Date:      September 1, 2005

Action required for 2005-2006 School Year:      Districts will need to update their codes of conduct concerning the transfer of students involved in sexual assault. 
Outstanding Issues:      None
Does this bill create a new program?       No
Does this bill require a new report?       No

Rulemaking authority?     None
Does this apply to charters?      No
Does this bill contain a new reporting requirement for TEA/school districts?      Yes
For further information, please contact Billy Jacobs at 463-9982.

HB 1575
Statute Amended or Added:     Amends §25.094(f) and 25.0951, Education Code; amends §51.03(d) and 261.101(b), Family Code; amends §22.04, Penal Code; adds Art. 15.27(i), Code of Criminal Procedure and §58.0072, Family Code
Summary:      This bill conforms Sec. 51.03(d), Family Code, and Sec. 25.094(f), Education Code, by clarifying that the affirmative defense of excused absences or involuntary absences in truancy or failure to attend school proceedings applies only when there are insufficient unexcused, voluntary absences remaining to constitute a violation of law.  

The amendments to Sec. 25.0951, Education Code, require a court to dismiss a complaint regarding absences if the school fails to file the complaint within seven school days of the student’s last absence.

New Sec. 58.0072, Family Code, permits the Texas Juvenile Probation Commission to grant the Texas Education Agency, among other specified entities, access to juvenile justice information for research and statistical purposes or for any other purpose approved by the commission.

Sec. 261.101(b), Family Code, regarding child abuse or neglect reporting requirements for certain professionals is amended to add a reference to the definition of abuse and neglect in Sec. 261.401 relating to state agency investigations.  

The amendment to Art. 15.27, Code of Criminal Procedure, authorizes law enforcement to provide schools with electronic notification of offenses alleged to have been committed by students instead of oral notice followed by written notice. 

Amends Section 22.04, Penal Code, to establish an affirmative defense to injury to a child (14 years of age or younger) when the actor is no more that three years older that the victim at the time of the offense.

Change from current law:      See summary.

Effective Date:     September 1, 2005 

Action required for 2005-2006 School Year:     School districts must conform child abuse reporting policies with amendment to Sec. 261.101(b), Family Code, and must file failure to attend and parent contributing to nonattendance cases timely under Sec. 25.0951, Education Code, to avoid dismissal of the complaint or referral.  School district must also review discipline policies with regard to the amendment to Section 22.04, Penal Code.
Outstanding Issues:      None
Does this bill create a new program?       No

Does this bill require a new report?       No

Rulemaking authority?      None
Does this apply to charters?     Yes 

Does this bill contain a new reporting requirement for TEA/school districts?       No

For further information, please contact the Office of Legal Services at 463-9720.

SB 256
Statute Amended or Added:     Adds §26.013, Education Code
Summary:      This bill establishes requirements relating to student directory information and requires districts to provide to parents at the beginning of each school year or on subsequent enrollment of a student, a written explanation of the provisions of the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) regarding the release of directory information and written notice of the parent’s right to object to the release of directory information.  The statute includes specific wording for the notice and requires that it be printed in boldface type that is 14-point or larger.  The wording is as follows:

“Certain information about district students is considered directory information and will be released to anyone who follows the procedures for requesting the information unless the parent or guardian objects to the release of the directory information about the student.  If you do not want (insert name of school district) to disclose directory information from your child’s education records without your prior written consent, you must notify the district in writing by (insert date).  (Insert name of school district) has designated the following information as directory information:  (Here a school district must include any directory information it chooses to designate as directory information for the district, such as a student’s name, address, telephone listing, electronic mail address, photograph, degrees, honors and awards received, date and place of birth, major field of study, dates of attendance, grade level, most recent educational institution attended, and participation in officially recognized activities and sports, and the weight and height of members of athletic teams.)”
The required notice must be followed, on the same page or the next page, by a form that allows a parent to record objection to the release of all directory information, or one or more categories of directory information, if permitted by district policy; objection to the release of certain information to military recruiters or institutions of higher education; and the parent’s consent to release of certain directory information for a limited school-sponsored purpose designated by the district such as a student directory or yearbook.  The notice must also include a statement that federal law requires a district to provide certain information to military recruiters of institutions of higher education on request unless the parent has previously objected to such disclosure with the parent’s consent. 

The bill grants districts control over student information that is subject to disclosure under the state’s public information law by expressly permitting districts to designate as directory information any or all information defined as directory information by FERPA.  Information not designated by the district as directory information remains confidential under the state public information law.  Also, if a parent consents to release of directory information for a limited school-sponsored purpose, the information remains otherwise confidential under the state public information law.

Change from current law:     Under FERPA regulations, districts must give public notice to parents of the types of information that the district has designated as directory information and that the parent (or eligible student) has a right to refuse to designate any or all of such information as directory by submitting a written objection within a specified time period, but FERPA does not specify the form of the notice. 
A number of public information (open records) opinions from the Texas Attorney General have indicated that, under the state’s public information law, a school district is obligated to designate as directory any all information that may be designated as directory under FERPA and release such information pursuant to a public information requests. 
The new state law combines the required FERPA information with information about the federal law that requires districts to release certain information to military recruiters and institutions of higher education unless the district has previously received a request from the student or parent not to make such disclosure without the prior written parental consent.
Effective Date:     June 17, 2005.  Applies beginning with the 2005-06 school year. 
Action required for 2005-2006 School Year:      Prepare and distribute the required notice regarding student directory information and release of information to military recruiters and institutions of higher education.

Outstanding Issues:     None      
Does this bill create a new program?      No
Does this bill require a new report?       No
Rulemaking authority?     None
Does this apply to charters?     No, however, charters are subject to the related federal laws. 
Does this bill contain a new reporting requirement for TEA/school districts?       No
For further information, please contact the Office of Legal Services at 463-9720.

SB 42
Statute Amended or Added:     Amends §28.002, §28.004, §38.013(a); §38.014, and §39.182 and adds §38.0141, Education Code.  Amends §1001.0711, Health and Safety Code.
Summary:     The legislation adds an emphasis on proper nutrition and exercise to the health curriculum required for kindergarten through grade12. 

This legislation also allows the State Board of Education (SBOE) to adopt rules including a requirement for daily physical activity, twice a week physical activity, or two semesters overall of physical activity at grades 6-8 (middle or junior high school), with exemptions for disability, or extracurricular structured physical activity.  If the board adopts rules under this subsection, the board must also provide for an exemption for a student who is unable to participate in daily physical activity because of illness or disability.

The legislation also requires the agency, in consultation with the Department of State Health Services (DSHS), to designate nationally recognized health and physical education guidelines for the use of school districts.

The legislation provides that the SBOE and the DSHS may not adopt rules prohibiting parents or grandparents from providing any food product for children in the classroom of a child celebrating a birthday or at a school-designated function. 

The legislation also extends the previous requirement for school districts of making available for public inspection their policies designed to comply with physical activity requirements, school health advisory council requirements, food service guidelines, and tobacco prohibitions to the district website and campus student handbook. This information must also be provided to the agency as required by the commissioner. The commissioner is also required to evaluate nutritional services at school districts. 

The legislation requires the commissioner to designate a representative to a statewide School Health Advisory Council. 

Change from current law:     The requirement for daily physical activity has been extended from the fifth grade up to the eighth grade. The statewide School Health Advisory Council is reauthorized.  The reporting requirements and the program guidelines are new. 
Effective Date:     September 1, 2005

Action required for 2005-2006 School Year:     The agency needs to develop program guidelines and nutritional services evaluation criteria. Procedures for receiving data reported by districts will also have to be created. The SBOE may adopt rules regarding the physical activity requirements in 2005-2006.
Outstanding Issues:     None
Does this bill create a new program?     No
Does this bill require a new report?     Yes

Rulemaking Authority?     Commissioner and State Board of Education
Does this apply to charters?     No
Does this bill contain a new reporting requirement for TEA/school districts?     Yes
For further information, please contact the Curriculum Division at 463-9581.
HB 492
Statute Amended or Added:      Adds §28.0021, Education Code
Summary:      The legislation requires that the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) include instruction in personal financial literacy in one or more courses required for high school graduation.
The legislation further requires districts to implement personal financial literacy instruction in economics courses beginning with the 2006-2007 school year, and gives the State Board of Education (SBOE) responsibility for approving materials used for such instruction.

The SBOE will adopt essential knowledge and skills for personal financial literacy to be included in one or more courses required for high school graduation no later than the 2008-2009 school year.

Change from current law:      The subsections require more emphasis on personal financial literacy than currently found within the existing economics Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills.
Effective Date:      September 1, 2005
Action required for 2005-2006 School Year:     The State Board of Education must approve personal financial literacy materials for use by school districts and open-enrollment charters in the 2006-2007 school year.
Outstanding Issues:     Social Studies TEKS refinement and alignment, scheduled for 2008, will be impacted by the requirement to include more emphasis on personal financial literacy.
Does this bill create a new program?     No

Does this bill require a new report?     No

Rulemaking authority?     State Board of Education 
Does this apply to charters?     Yes
Does this bill contain a new reporting requirement for TEA/school districts?     No

For further information, please contact the Curriculum Division at 463-9581.

SB 111
Statute Amended or Added:      Adds §28.0252 and §51.968, Education Code
Summary:     This legislation gives the commissioner the authority to develop a standard method of computing a student’s high school grade point average, including standard weights for honors, advanced placement (AP), international baccalaureate (IB), and concurrent or dual credit courses, and requires districts to use this method once it is developed.  The GPA calculation would apply to students entering Grade 9 during or after the 2007-08 school year.  This method will also be used to calculate eligibility for automatic college admission under Section 51.803.

The legislation also requires institutions of higher education to adopt, implement, and publish policies for granting college credit for high school students who have successfully completed IB diplomas, achieved certain scores on AP or College-Level Examination Program (CLEP) examinations, or successfully completed concurrent or dual enrollment courses, and to identify credit available to students who successfully complete these courses or examinations. 

The IB diploma would carry at least 24 hours of college credit if the student scores 4 or above on the IB exams.

The Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board (THECB) and the Agency would be required to make available information on curriculum correlations between higher education course offerings and  AP, IB, and  CLEP programs at the THECB website. 

Change from current law:     Currently there is no provision in law to determine grading policies at public schools.
Effective Date:     September 1, 2005

Action required for 2005-2006 School Year:     Institutions of higher education are required to adopt and make public their course transfer policies by December 31, 2005.

Outstanding Issues:      None
Does this bill create a new program?     No

Does this bill require a new report?    Yes
Rulemaking authority?     Commissioner
Does this apply to charters?     No

Does this bill contain a new reporting requirement for TEA/school districts?     Yes
For further information, please contact the Curriculum Division at 463-9581.

HB 1058
Statute Amended or Added:      Amends §28.051(a), Education Code
Summary:     The legislation allows school districts to issue a high school diploma to anyone who was honorably discharged from the United States armed forces, was scheduled to graduate between 1940 and 1975, and who left school to serve in World War II, the Korean War, or the Vietnam War.

Change from current law:     Current law allows this only for World War II veterans.
Effective Date:     June 17, 2005
Action required for 2005-2006 School Year:     None
Outstanding Issues:     None
Does this bill create a new program?     No

Does this bill require a new report?    No

Rulemaking authority?     None

Does this apply to charters?     No

Does this bill contain a new reporting requirement for TEA/school districts?     No

For further information, please contact the Curriculum Division at 463-9581.

SB 882
Statute Amended or Added:     Amends §29.005, adds §29.0051, Education Code and amends Chapter 114, Human Services Code
Summary:    This bill amends Chapter 114 of the Human Services Code pertaining to the operation of the Texas Council on Autism and Pervasive Developmental Disorders.  Section 12 amends TEC §29.005, by adding (e) that grants specific rule-making authority to the commissioner pertaining to requiring school districts to include additional information or requirements in the individualized education program (IEP) of students with autism and pervasive developmental disorders.  Section 13 adds TEC §29.0051, that requires the Agency to establish a committee of parents of students with autism, school personnel, and other interested persons to study the current rule Texas Administrative Code (TAC) §89.1055(e) and (f), to determine whether any other considerations, such as applied behavior analysis, communication training, or the use of inclusive settings should be included in the rule.  The committee shall make recommendations for any changes to the commissioner by July 1, 2006.

Change from current law:     Yes, adds new rulemaking authority and requires stakeholder meeting(s).
Effective Date:     September 1, 2005

Action required for 2005-2006 School Year:     Yes, the agency will convene a stakeholder committee and have discussions regarding the need to change TAC §89.1055(e) and (f), pertaining to students with autism and pervasive developmental disorders.

Outstanding Issues:     Committee must make recommendations to the commissioner regarding any changes to the rule by July 1, 2006.
Does this bill create a new program?     Possible recommendations of the committee could result in additional requirement(s) that must be discussed by the ARD Committee and included in the IEP of students with autism and pervasive developmental disorders.
Does this bill require a new report?     Requires the committee to make recommendations to the commissioner.

Rulemaking authority?     Commissioner is given additional/specific rulemaking authority
Does this apply to charters?    Yes, the result of the recommendations would apply to charter schools.
Does this bill contain a new reporting requirement for TEA/school districts?    The recommendations could result in additional/new discussion/documentation requirements in the IEP for approximately 14,000 students.

For further information, please contact IDEA Coordination at 463-9414.

HB 3468
Statute Amended or Added:     Adds §29.094, Education Code
Summary:     The legislation authorizes the commissioner to establish an intensive reading and language intervention pilot program.  If the commissioner establishes the program, the minimum criteria that a program must meet to be selected are outlined in §29.094(d), "…must include neuroscience-based, scientifically validated methods, interventions, or instructional tools that have been proven to accelerate learning, cognitive ability, and language proficiency."

Campuses eligible to apply would be those that have failed to improve student performance in reading as determined by the commissioner.

Change from current law:     New
Effective Date:     September 1, 2005

Action required for 2005-2006 School Year:     If the commissioner establishes the pilot program, it must be available in the 2005-06 and 2006-07 school years.
Outstanding Issues:     None
Does this bill create a new program?    Yes
Does this bill require a new report?     Yes.  Vendors of approved programs, in consultation with TEA and with school districts, must submit a report to the Legislature by December 31, 2006.

Rulemaking authority?     Commissioner
Does this apply to charters?     The commissioner’s rules could include charters.
Does this bill contain a new reporting requirement for TEA/school districts?     No.  Reporting responsibility is placed with the program vendor.

For further information, please contact the Curriculum Division at 463-9581.

SB 23
Statute Amended or Added:      Amends §29.1561, §29.160, and §61.077; and adds §29.161; Education Code
Summary:     The legislation allows the commissioner to establish financial incentives for organizations that coordinate early childhood care and education programs and services.  The legislation also adds specificity to such coordination by making the approval of a proposed demonstration project contingent on the development of a memorandum of understanding (MOU) regarding the coordination and integration of programs and outlines specific criteria that are to be included in the MOU.

Additionally, this legislation requires the State Center for Early Childhood Development, in conjunction with the P-16 Council, to develop and adopt a school readiness certification system for use in certifying the effectiveness of prekindergarten programs, Head Start and Early Head Start programs, and government-subsidized child care programs in preparing children for kindergarten.  This system is to be made available on a voluntary basis.
Change from current law:     Under current law the commissioner may administer grants for early childhood care and education programs.  This bill adds a subsection to Section 29.1561 that allows the Commissioner to establish rules to provide financial incentives for organizations that coordinate early childhood care and education programs and services.

Current law allows for development of coordination-of-resources demonstration projects.  This legislation makes approval of a proposed demonstration project contingent on development of a memorandum of understanding (MOU) regarding the coordination and integration of programs and outlines specific criteria that are to be included in the MOU.
Effective Date:     September 1, 2005

Action required for 2005-2006 School Year:     None
Outstanding Issues:     None
Does this bill create a new program?     No. School districts may develop one or more coordination-of-resources demonstration projects.
Does this bill require a new report?     No 

Rulemaking Authority?     By rule, the Commissioner may establish a program to provide incentives to early childhood care providers and education programs that, to the greatest extent practicable, provide coordinated services.  The State Center for Early Childhood Development, in conjunction with the P-16 Council, shall develop and adopt a school readiness certification system not later than September 1, 2006.
Does this apply to charters?     Yes
Does this bill contain a new reporting requirement for TEA/school districts?     No

For further information, please contact Education Initiatives at 936-6060.

SB 1146
Statute Amended or Added:     Amends §29.908, Education Code
Summary:      Section 29.908 of the Education Code currently requires the commissioner to establish and administer a middle college education pilot program. This bill changes the name of the program to an early college education program and adds language to define an early college education program.  The language that was added requires an early college high school to provide a course of study that allows students in grades 9-12 to receive either an associate’s degree or 60 semester credit hours toward a baccalaureate degree within five years of entering high school. The new language also requires that articulation agreements between the school districts and the college/universities creating these programs address certain issues.  Additional language requires the P-16 Council to provide guidance should conflicts arise in the preparation of articulation agreements.

The bill entitles students in the program to the benefits of the Foundation School Program, in proportion to the amount of time spent by the student on high school courses, while they are completing their course of study in the program. 

The bill also gives the commissioner authority to adopt rules to administer the program.  It gives the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board authority to adopt rules as necessary to carry out its powers and duties under Section 29.908 as amended.  The bill also gives the P-16 Council authority to make recommendations for rules concerning the administration of the program.

Change from current law:     This bill expands grade-levels at which students are eligible to participate in a program under this section and permits completion of the program within five years rather than four. 

The bill expands the authority of the P-16 Council by requiring it to provide guidance regarding articulation agreements for these programs and by giving it the authority to recommend rules for administering the program.  It also expands the commissioner’s oversight over the early college education program by giving the commissioner rulemaking authority over it and clarifies the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board’s authority by giving it explicit rulemaking authority to carry out its functions under the bill.  
Effective Date:      June 17, 2005

Action required for 2005-2006 School Year:      None
Outstanding Issues:      None
Does this bill create a new program?       No
Does this bill require a new report?       No

Rulemaking authority?     Commissioner and Higher Education Coordinating Board
Does this apply to charters?     Yes 

Does this bill contain a new reporting requirement for TEA/school districts?       No

For further information, please contact Education Initiatives at 936-6060

SB 851
Statute Amended or Added:     Adds §29.915, Education Code
Summary:     This legislation requires the agency to establish a financial literacy pilot program, if funding is available through gifts, grants, or donations.  Curriculum and instructional materials would be developed by the agency, the Office of Consumer Credit Commissioner, and the State Securities Board.  Twenty- five districts would be selected for the pilot, with the agency developing the application and selection process. 

Change from current law:     Not applicable
Effective Date:     June 17, 2005
Action required for 2005-2006 School Year:     Implementation can only begin once funding is secured.

Outstanding Issues:     None
Does this bill create a new program?     Yes
Does this bill require a new report?     Yes.  A report is required on the implementation and effectiveness of the pilot, by January 1, 2007.

Rulemaking Authority?     Commissioner
Does this apply to charters?     Yes
Does this bill contain a new reporting requirement for TEA/school districts?     Yes
For further information, please contact the Curriculum Division at 463-9581.

SB 658
Statute Amended or Added:      Adds § 33.0812 and amends §7.056(e), Education Code

Summary:     This bill prohibits participation in University Interscholastic League (UIL) area, regional, or state competitions on certain days of the primary administrations of Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS) testing.  It also requires the Texas Education Agency (TEA) to provide a multi-year calendar of expected testing dates.  This bill also gives the commissioner of education rulemaking authority to establish procedures for changing test dates under exceptional circumstances.

Change from current law:      Not addressed in current law.

Effective Date:     June 17, 2005.  However, the bill specifies that the requirements apply beginning with the 2006-07 school year.
Action required for 2005-2006 School Year:     No
Outstanding Issues:     No
Does this bill create a new program?     No
Does this bill require a new report?     No

Rulemaking Authority?     By rule, the State Board of Education will address participation requirements related to this bill.  The commissioner, by rule, will establish procedures for changing test dates under exceptional circumstances.
Does this apply to charters?     Yes
Does this bill contain a new reporting requirement for TEA/school districts?    No

For further information, please contact the Student Assessment Division at 463-9536.

HB 3563
Statute Amended or Added:       Adds §33.091 and §38.0081, Education Code
Summary:     This legislation requires the University Interscholastic League (UIL) to adopt rules related to steroid use/abuse.  UIL is required to develop an educational program for students engaged in extracurricular athletic activities sponsored by the league, and this program is to be made available to districts.  UIL is also required to conduct a survey regarding the use of illegal steroids, study the effectiveness of the educational program, and develop a plan for testing students.  Testing is only expected to occur if the legislature determines that the educational program has not significantly decreased illegal steroid use.

Texas Education Agency and Department of State Health Services are required to develop information about the use of anabolic steroids and the health risks involved with use; distribute the information to school districts; and require districts to provide the information to students.
Change from current law:     Not applicable
Effective Date:     June 18, 2005
Action required for 2005-2006 School Year:     The Agency is required to work with DSHS to develop and distribute information to districts about the use of steroids and the health risks involved with such use.  Legislation requires districts, at appropriate grade levels as determined by the State Board of Education, to provide the information to students, particularly those students involved in extracurricular athletic activities. 
Outstanding Issues:     None
Does this bill create a new program?     No

Does this bill require a new report?    The bill requires a report from UIL.

Rulemaking Authority?     State Board of Education has the authority to determine the grade levels at which it is appropriate for dissemination of information regarding steroid use.

Does this apply to charters?     No

Does this bill contain a new reporting requirement for TEA/school districts?     No 
For further information, please contact the Curriculum Division at 463-9581.

HB 603
Statute Amended or Added:      Amends §37.001, §37.002(d), §37.006, §37.007(g) and §37.008(j), Education Code
Summary:      This bill requires that the district’s student code of conduct specify whether consideration is given, as a factor in a decision to order suspension, removal to a disciplinary alternative education program (DAEP), or expulsion, to (1) self-defense, (2) intent or lack of intent at the time the student engaged in the conduct, (3) a student’s disciplinary history, or (4) a disability that substantially impairs the student’s capacity to appreciate the wrongfulness of the student’s conduct.  Additionally, this bill provides that if a teacher removes a student from class because of assault, sexual assault, or aggravated sexual assault against the teacher, the student may not be returned to that teacher’s class without the teacher’s consent.   Further, the teacher may not be coerced to consent.  Also, this bill provides that a campus principal must inform each educator who has responsibility for instruction of a student who is removed from class and placed in a DAEP or who is expelled of the student’s misconduct.  Those educators must keep the information confidential or risk certification sanctions.  Finally, the bill provides that if a student placed in DAEP enrolls in another school district before the expiration of the placement, the district in which the student enrolls must inform each educator who has responsibility for instruction of that student of the contents of the placement order.  

Change from current law:      Current law related to expulsions does not specifically address students with disabilities that impair their capacity to appreciate the wrongfulness of their conduct.  The law also allows the possibility of returning students with disciplinary infractions described above to the classroom of the teacher that initiated the DAEP placement or expulsion.  Finally, current law restricts the required notification of student disciplinary actions to specific teachers under limited circumstances.
Effective Date:      June 17, 2005

Action required for 2005-2006 School Year:      Districts will need to update their codes of conduct concerning rules adopted under TEC, Section 37.001 to address the four factors that may be considered in suspensions, DAEP removals, and expulsions.  Districts will need to change their policies to ensure that teachers who remove students from their classrooms for the offenses described are not forced to re-admit those students to their classrooms.  Districts will also need to change their policies concerning the required notification of all educators who have responsibility for instruction of students who are removed from class and placed in DAEPs or expelled.
Outstanding Issues:      None
Does this bill create a new program?       No
Does this bill require a new report?       No

Rulemaking Authority?     No
Does this apply to charters?      No
Does this bill contain a new reporting requirement for TEA/school districts?       No

For further information, please contact Billy Jacobs at 463-9982.

HB 1687
Statute Amended or Added:     Amends §37.012, Education Code
Summary:      This bill clearly stipulates that a juvenile justice alternative education program (JJAEP) is prohibited from requiring a student, or the parent or guardian of a student, to pay any fee, including an entrance fee or supply fee, for participation in the program.  

Change from current law:      Current law does not address the charging of any fees for entrance, supplies, etc. for students attending JJAEP programs.
Effective Date:      September 1, 2005

Action required for 2005-2006 School Year:      None
Outstanding Issues:      None
Does this bill create a new program?       No
Does this bill require a new report?       No

Rulemaking authority?     No
Does this apply to charters?      No
Does this bill contain a new reporting requirement for TEA/school districts?       No

For further information, please contact Billy Jacobs at 463-9982.

SB 11
Statute Amended or Added:     Adds §37.108, §37.2051 and §46.0081; amends §37.203(a), §37.205, §37.208, §37.215(b); repeals §37.206 and §37.213, Education Code 
Summary:      This bill requires every school district to adopt and implement a multi-hazard emergency operations plan that addresses mitigation, preparedness, response, and recovery as defined by the Commissioner of Education in conjunction with the Governor’s Office of Homeland Security.  This plan must provide for district employee training, mandatory school drills to prepare students and employees for emergencies, measures to ensure coordination with local emergency management agencies, law enforcement, and fire departments in the event of an emergency, and the implementation of a security audit.  The Texas School Safety Center is to provide districts with assistance in developing the multi-hazard emergency operations plan.  The bill also requires districts to conduct a security audit of facilities at least every three years and to follow security audit procedures developed by the Texas School Safety Center or a comparable public or private entity.  Furthermore, the Center must conduct a safety training program that includes assistance in developing a multi-hazard emergency operations plan, and the Center must develop security criteria that school districts may consider in the design of instructional facilities.  The Center may provide on-site technical assistance to districts, thereby amending existing statute.  The bill provides that a school district that constructs a new instructional facility or conducts a major renovation of an existing instructional facility using funds from the instructional facilities allotment under Subchapter A, Chapter 46, must consider, in the design of the facility, security criteria developed by the Center.

Change from current law:      The law does not require school drills to prepare district students and employees for responding to an emergency, nor does the law require districts to implement a multi-hazard emergency operations plan.
Effective Date:      September 1, 2005

Action required for 2005-2006 School Year:      Districts need to adopt and implement the multi-hazard emergency operations plan and the security audit.  Districts that construct or renovate instructional facilities with funds from the instructional facilities allotment must consider the security criteria developed by the Texas School Safety Center.
Outstanding Issues:      None
Does this bill create a new program?       No
Does this bill require a new report?       No

Rulemaking authority?     No
Does this apply to charters?      No
Does this bill contain a new reporting requirement for TEA/school districts?       No

For further information, please contact Billy Jacobs at 463-9982.

HB 3297
Statute Amended or Added:     Add Subchapter J, Chapter 39, Education Code
Summary:      This bill requires districts to post their most current accountability ratings, their most current Academic Excellence Indicator System reports, and their most current School Report Cards on the district website by the 10th day of the school year.  The bill also requires districts to include the most current campus performance rating with the first student report card each year.
Change from current law:     New
Effective Date:     June 18, 2005
Action required for 2005-2006 School Year:     New requirements must be implemented by districts for 2005-2006 school year.
Outstanding Issues:     All reporting requirements will need to be completed at district level, not by the Agency.
Does this bill create a new program?     No
Does this bill require a new report?     No

Rulemaking authority?     No
Does this apply to charters?     No
Does this bill contain a new reporting requirement for TEA/school districts?     Yes, for school districts 
For further information concerning accountability ratings, Academic Excellence Indicator System reports, or School Report Cards contact the Performance Reporting Division at 512/463-9704.  For information concerning student report cards, contact the Division of Curriculum at 463-9581.
SB 567, Section 2
Statute Amended or Added:     Amends §44.004(c), Education Code 

Summary:      The bill specifies additional information that is to be provided in the notice published in the newspaper for a public meeting to discuss a school district’s proposed budget and tax rate.  

Change from current law:     The bill requires additional information in the notice for the public meeting to discuss a school district’s proposed budget and tax rate, as follows: (1) comparison of the proposed budget with the prior fiscal year’s budget and explain the difference in budgeted amounts as a percent increase or decrease for maintenance and operations, debt service and total expenditures; (2) total appraised value and total taxable value of all property and the total appraised value and total taxable value of new property taxable by the school in the preceding and current tax year; and (3) total amount of the outstanding and unpaid bonded indebtedness of the school district.  

Effective Date:      Immediate
Action required for 2005-2006 School Year:     For the 2006-07 school year, school districts must publish the additional required information in the notice for public meeting for the proposed budget and tax rate.
Outstanding Issues:      None
Does this bill create a new program?       No

Does this bill require a new report?       No

Rulemaking authority?     No
Does this apply to charters?      No

Does this bill contain a new reporting requirement for TEA/school districts?       No

For further information, please contact School Financial Audits at 463-9095.

HB 664
Statute Amended or Added:      Adds §44.031 (b-1) and §44.033(f), and amends §44.033 (c), Education Code;  adds § 271.9051, Local Government Code  

Summary:      Certain school districts will be permitted to consider the location of a vendor’s principal place of business in the evaluation of the vendors’ competitive bids or competitive quotations.  

Change from current law:      In the evaluation of vendors’ competitive bids or competitive quotations, the bill added another factor that may be considered by a school district whose central administrative office is located in a municipality with a population of less than 250,000.  The additional factor added by the bill is consideration of the location of the vendor’s principal place of business.  A school district that has its central administrative office located in a municipality with a population of less than 250,000 may assess the combination of the purchase price and the additional economic development opportunities for the school district, such as increased tax revenues, that would result from awarding a contract to business whose principal place of business is within the boundaries of the school district.  The provisions apply to the procurement of real property, personal property that is not affixed to real property, or services, in those situations wherein a local vendor submits a bid that is within five percent of the lowest bid price received from a vendor that is not a resident business of the school district.  

Effective Date:      Contracts for which a school district first placed an advertisement in a newspaper on or after September 1, 2005, requesting bids under Section 44.031 of the Texas Education Code, or notified vendors of planned purchases of personal property under Section 44.033 of the Texas Education Code.
Action required for 2005-2006 School Year:      A school district will be required to amend its local board policies and/or administrative procedures, as appropriate.  
Outstanding Issues:      None
Does this bill create a new program?       No

Does this bill require a new report?       No

Rulemaking authority?     No

Does this apply to charters?      No

Does this bill contain a new reporting requirement for TEA/school districts?       No

For further information, please contact School Financial Audits at 463-9095.

SB 1693/HB 573
Statute Amended or Added:      Amends §45.201(4), Education Code
Summary:      The bill reduces the required amount of approved securities that a depository bank may deposit or pledge to secure a school district’s deposits, if the security used to secure the school district’s deposited funds do not include reducing principal balance securities.  
Change from current law:      The required amount of approved securities to secure a school district’s deposits is not less than 100 percent of the amount of a school district’s deposited funds less the amount of Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation insurance, if the security used to secure the school district’s funds do not include reducing principal balance securities; and 110 percent of uninsured deposits if reducing principal securities are used to secure a school district’s deposited funds.  The bill addresses a technical error in this subsection that occurred in the 78th Legislature, Regular Session.  
Effective Date:      Immediate
Action required for 2005-2006 School Year:      School districts must monitor collateral of uninsured deposits in the school district’s depository bank.
Outstanding Issues:      None
Does this bill create a new program?       No

Does this bill require a new report?       No

Rulemaking authority?     No

Does this apply to charters?      No

Does this bill contain a new reporting requirement for TEA/school districts?       No

For further information, please contact School Financial Audits at 463-9095.

SB 151
Statute Amended or Added:     Adds §54.2161 §31.031 and §87.505; amends §54.2161, §42.005  §25.086 and §28.024, Education Code
Summary:     This legislation creates a pilot project for certain students enrolled in courses for concurrent high school and higher education credit.  The coordinating board will adopt procedures to select up to 5 junior colleges for participation and will conduct an evaluation of the programs.

Legislation requires school districts to pay for textbooks required in such college courses and requires junior colleges to waive tuition and mandatory fees for a student who is educationally disadvantaged and enrolled in courses for concurrent credit as part of the pilot program.

Legislation allows the time a student attends a concurrent enrollment course to be counted as part of the minimum number of instructional hours required for a student to be considered a full-time student for the purposed of average daily attendance.

This bill allows for the creation of the Texas Academy of International Studies at Texas A&M International University.  The academy is intended to provide academically gifted and highly motivated junior and senior high school students with a challenging university-level curriculum that allows students to complete high school graduation requirements while attending a public institution of higher education for academic credit.

Change from current law:     High school students may take college level courses through an articulated agreement with a local junior college (TAC §74.25) for which they may receive credit toward their high school diploma and a certificate or diploma at the college.

Under current law, the governing board of an institution of higher education may waive all or part of the tuition and fees charged by an institution for a student who is concurrently enrolled in high school and the institution of higher education.  This legislation will require junior colleges participating in the pilot project to waive the tuition and mandatory fees charged by the college for a student who is concurrently enrolled and who is educationally disadvantaged.

Currently, there is no provision for the books required for concurrent enrollment courses.  Legislation now requires school districts to pay the cost of textbooks required for such courses for students who meet the criteria and who participate in the pilot program.

Current law states that the time a student is in attendance in a concurrent enrollment course may not be counted as part of the minimum number of instructional hours required for a student to be considered a full-time student for average daily attendance purposes.  New legislation allows this time to be counted as part of the minimum number of instructional hours required for a student to be considered full-time for the purposes of average daily attendance.

Effective Date:     June 18, 2005
Action required for 2005-2006 School Year:     If the pilot project is initiated in the 2005-2006 school year, districts will be required to begin paying for textbooks then.  The bill includes a provision that states that the pilot project may not be implemented in a state fiscal year unless in the General Appropriations Act for that fiscal year the legislature accounts for the tuition and fee exemptions that are required by the project.
Outstanding Issues:     Students would not be able to begin attending the Texas Academy of International Studies before the 2007 fall semester.
Does this bill create a new program?     The bill creates a pilot project for certain students enrolled in junior college courses for concurrent high school and higher education credit.  The bill also creates the Texas Academy of International Studies.
Does this bill require a new report?     No

Rulemaking authority?     State Board of Education is required annually to set aside out of the available school fund an amount sufficient to cover the cost of textbooks for eligible students participating in the pilot project.  The SBOE is also required to adopt rules outlining the procedure districts are to follow to pay the costs of these textbooks.  The bill also gives Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board rulemaking authority.
Does this apply to charters?     If a student who attends a charter school is eligible to attend a junior college for concurrent credit under this pilot project this would apply to the charter. 

Does this bill contain a new reporting requirement for TEA/school districts?     Changes may be necessary to reporting requirements to allow for including students taking courses for concurrent credit in the calculation of average daily attendance.

For further information concerning concurrent enrollment, please contact the Curriculum Division at 463-9581.  
For information concerning textbooks/instructional materials, please contact the Division of Instructional Materials and Educational Technology at 463-9601.
HB 2109/SB 1227, Section 20-28
Statute Amended or Added:     Adds §56.2011 and amends §56.202, §56.203, §56.204, §56.205, §56.206, §56.207 and §56.2075, Education Code

Summary:     This legislation reenacts and amends Section 56.203 which outlines eligibility for the Early High School Graduation Scholarship Program.  The bill creates additional options by which students can earn eligibility for an Early High School Graduation scholarship.  Students now qualify for the grant through one of the following three options (1) successfully complete the recommended or advanced high school program in no more than 41 consecutive months; (2) successfully complete the recommended or advanced high school program in no more than 45 consecutive months with at least 30 hours of college credit; or (3) successfully complete the requirements for a high school diploma in no more than 36 consecutive months with at least 30 hours of college credit.  This legislation also includes the option for students to use awards towards either tuition, or tuition and mandatory fees, depending on the way they qualified for the award.

Change from current law:     Current law requires written approval from a parent or guardian.  This requirement has been deleted.  This legislation adds the provision that a student may receive an extension for the use of a state credit for tuition and mandatory fees if the student is active duty, or other service, in the United States armed forces.

TEC §56.204 now states that students can apply the credit toward tuition and mandatory fees if the student successfully completed the recommended or advanced high school program; otherwise, credit only applies toward tuition.

This legislation also adds language that requires the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board to issue a certificate for state credits for tuition and/or fees, as soon as practicable; after confirmation that a person is eligible for an award through the Early High School Graduation Scholarship program.

Effective Date:     HB 2109 effective June 18, 2005.  SB 1227 effective September 1, 2005.
Action required for 2005-2006 School Year:     None
Outstanding Issues:     None
Does this bill create a new program?     No
Does this bill require a new report?     No

Rulemaking Authority?     Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board
Does this apply to charters?     Yes
Does this bill contain a new reporting requirement for TEA/school districts?     No

For further information, please contact the Curriculum Division at 463-9581.
SB 1227, Section 29
Statute Amended or Added:     Adds §56.210, Education Code
Summary:     This legislation requires public high schools to provide students and parents with specific information regarding the requirements of the Early High School Graduation Scholarship program.  Distribution is required to students upon enrollment, including freshman students enrolled when the school year begins (and to parent, conservator, or guardian of the student) and students who enroll after the start of school freshman year but before their senior year.

Legislation also requires TEA to prepare a publication that includes information about the Early High School Graduation Scholarship program and post the publication on the website.

Change from current law:     Not Applicable
Effective Date:     September 1, 2005

Action required for 2005-2006 School Year:     Districts are required to provide information to students, including the number and type of high school course credits necessary and the appropriate order in which courses must be earned to satisfy eligibility requirements.

TEA is required to prepare a publication that includes information required to be provided under this section and post the publication on the website in a form that can be reproduced by districts for distribution.

Outstanding Issues:     None
Does this bill create a new program?     No

Does this bill require a new report?     No 

Rulemaking authority?    No
Does this apply to charters?     Charters are not specifically mentioned.
Does this bill contain a new reporting requirement for TEA/school districts?     No

For further information, please contact the Curriculum Division at 463-9581.
HB 2808
Statute Amended or Added:     Amends §61.076 and repeals §61.077, Education Code
Summary:     This bill moves provisions found in Section 61.077 into Section 61.076 in order to streamline the statutory language related to the P-16 Council.  It expands the P-16 Council statutory membership to include the Commissioner of Assistive and Rehabilitative Services, and designates the Commissioners of Education and Higher Education as co-chairs of the Council.  It also allows the co-chairs to appoint, as needed, three additional members who are agency representatives, education professionals, business representatives, or other members of the community.  These additional non-statutory members will serve two-year terms expiring Feb.1 of each odd-numbered year.
Additionally, this bill directs the P-16 Council to review existing school district programs that provide high school students with the opportunity to enroll in dual credit and concurrent enrollment courses.  The bill further directs the Council to review the recommended high school program to determine the feasibility of offering an advanced curriculum that would allow a high school student to graduate with at least twelve hours of college-level coursework utilizing dual credit and/or concurrent enrollment courses.  The Council must provide a report of findings to the Governor and legislative leadership by January 1, 2007.

Finally, the bill provides that the Legislative Budget Board will study the resource needs of high-quality early childhood care and education programs, including Head Start, Early Head Start, pre-kindergarten, after-school programs, and licensed child-care programs.  The Legislative Budget Board must submit a report to the P-16 Council, the Governor and legislative leadership that provides recommendations for securing additional funding for the programs and a plan for phased implementation of full-day kindergarten programs for at-risk children and expanded eligibility criteria.  This report must be completed by September 1, 2006.

Change from current law:     Current law maintains a rotating chair of the P-16 Council.  It specifically names only four statutory members of the Council and does not limit the number of additional non-statutory members to be allowed.  Current law also maintained duplicative sections of 61.077 that were not consistent and neither fully incorporated P-16 policy goals.  Additionally, the two studies are not required under current law.
Effective Date:     September 1, 2005. 

Action required for 2005-2006 School Year:     None 
Outstanding Issues:
     None.
Does this bill create a new program?      No. 

Does this bill require a new report?     Two reports to executive and legislative leadership are required. 

Rulemaking Authority?     No
Does this apply to charters?      No
Does this bill contain a new reporting requirement for TEA/school districts?      No

For further information, please contact the Office of P-16 Coordination at 475-3408.
SB 1452
Statute Amended or Added:  Adds §78.10, amends §25.086 and §28.024, Education Code

Summary:     This bill allows for the creation of the Texas Academy of Mathematics and Science at The University of Texas at Brownsville.  The academy is intended to provide academically gifted and highly motivated junior and senior high school students with a challenging university-level curriculum that allows students to complete high school graduation requirements while attending a public institution of higher education for academic credit.

Change from current law:     Not applicable
Effective Date:     June 17, 2005
Action required for 2005-2006 School Year:     None
Outstanding Issues:     None
Does this bill create a new program?     The bill creates a new academy for high school juniors and seniors.
Does this bill require a new report?     No

Rulemaking authority?     Commissioner
Does this apply to charters?     No

Does this bill contain a new reporting requirement for TEA/school districts?     No

For further information, please contact the Curriculum Division at 463-9581.
HB 57
Statute Amended or Added:     Amends §41.001(a) and (b), §41.0052(a), §67.003, and §85.001, Election Code; §41.253(b), Education Code; §49.103(b) and §56.804(a), Water Code.  Repeals §41.001(d) and (e), Election Code.
Summary:     The bill:
· reduces the number of uniform election dates from four to two; designated as the second Saturday in May and the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November;
· eliminates school bond and tax elections from the exemptions for the requirement to use a uniform election date:
· allows a political subdivision to change the date of its general election for officers to another uniform election date - the change must be made not later than December 31, 2005, and the governing body may adjust terms of office to conform to the new date;
· changes the election date for trustees under Section 41.253(b), Education Code, (Chapter 41 consolidations by commissioner) to the May uniform date;
· makes conforming amendments in the Water Code by deleting references to the February uniform election date;
· provides that the local canvass for a May election must occur not later that the 11th day after the election day and not earlier than the later of 1) the third day after election day, 2) the date on which the early voting ballot board has verified and counted all provisional ballots, if any, or 3) the date on which all timely received ballots cast outside the U.S. are counted, if any;
· provides that early voting for a May election begins on the 12th day before election day and continues through the fourth day before election day;
· repeals subsections in Election Code no longer needed due to deletion of the February and September uniform dates.
Change from current law:
· Current law includes four uniform dates, including dates in February and September.  The current May date is the first Saturday.
· Current law permits a school district to hold one tax or bond election on a nonuniform date during each state fiscal biennium
· Current law also provides that all local canvasses must be completed not earlier than the eighth day and not later than the 11th day after election day
· The general rule for early voting periods is that the period begins on the 17th day before election day.
Effective Date:     October 1, 2005 

Action required for 2005-2006 School Year:     A school district that holds officer elections on the February or September uniform date must select either the May or the November uniform date for future elections.  This selection must be made between October 1, 2005 and December 31, 2005.

School districts need to implement the statutory changes regarding time periods for early voting and for local canvass.
 
Outstanding Issues:      Preclearance of these changes by the U. S. Department of Justice.
Does this bill create a new program?     No
Does this bill require a new report?      No

Rulemaking Authority?     No
Does this apply to charters?     No
 

Does this bill contain a new reporting requirement for TEA/school districts?     No
For further information, please contact the Office of Legal Services at 463-9720.

HB 3010
Statute Amended or Added:     Adds §51.08(e), Family Code 
Summary:      Currently, Section 51.08(b)(1) requires a court with criminal jurisdiction to refer a complaint against a child for violation of a misdemeanor (other than a traffic offense or public intoxication) or violation of a political subdivision penal offense (other than a traffic offense) to juvenile court if the child has previously been convicted of two or more misdemeanors punishable by fine only (other than a traffic offense or public intoxication) or two or more violations of a political subdivision penal offense (other than a traffic offense).  

      New Subsection (e)  requires a juvenile court to accept the transfer of a Failure to Attend case under Section 25.094, Education Code, for a child to whom Subsection (b)(1) applies if, pursuant to Section 53.012 and 53.01 of the Family Code, the prosecuting attorney for the juvenile court determines that the case is legally sufficient for adjudication in juvenile court.    

Change from current law:     Under Section 51.08, Family Code, a court is currently directed to transfer such a case to juvenile court. 
Effective Date:     September 1, 2005.  This applies to a transfer of a case that occurs on or after September 1, 2005.

Action required for 2005-2006 School Year:     None
Outstanding Issues:      None
Does this bill create a new program?     No
Does this bill require a new report?      No

Rulemaking authority?     No
Does this apply to charters?     Applies to Failure to Attend cases initiated by charters.

Does this bill contain a new reporting requirement for TEA/school districts?       No

For further information, please contact the Office of Legal Services at 463-9720.

HB 383
Statute Amended or Added:     Amends §151.001, Family Code
Summary:     This bill amends the section on rights and duties of a parent to provide that the only persons who may use corporal punishment for the discipline of a child are a parent, grandparent, step-parent who has the duty of control and reasonable discipline of the child, or guardian who has the duty of control and reasonable discipline of the child.

Change from current law:      Family Code currently does not address parental use of corporal punishment.
Effective Date:     September 1, 2005 

Action required for 2005-2006 School Year:     A school district may wish to consider modifying its policy on corporal punishment in light of passage of this legislation.
 
Outstanding Issues:     There is not consensus in the legal community regarding whether this legislation affects the use of corporal punishment in the school setting.
Does this bill create a new program?     No
Does this bill require a new report?     No  

Rulemaking Authority?     None

Does this apply to charters?     There is not consensus regarding whether this legislation affects the use of corporal punishment in the school setting, including charters. 

Does this bill contain a new reporting requirement for TEA/school districts?    No 
For further information, please contact the Office of Legal Services at 463-9720.

HB 1970
Statute Amended or Added:       Amends §261.103 and §261.406, Family Code
Summary:      This bill provides that the Department of Family and Protective Services is an appropriate entity to receive a report of child abuse or neglect, regardless of whether the alleged abuse or neglect involves a person responsible for the care, custody, or welfare of the child.

The bill also adds superintendents to the list of persons to whom the department is required to send a report of an investigation of alleged abuse or neglect in a school.

Change from current law:  Under current law, reports that involve a person responsible for the care, custody, or welfare of the child are to be made to the Department of Family and Protective Services (DFPS).  Other reports are made to law enforcement.  The change in law allows most reports to be made to DFPS, but still requires those involving a person responsible for the care, custody, or welfare of the child to be made to DFPS.

Reports that should not go to DFPS are those directed to a state agency that operates, licenses, certifies, or registers a facility in which the alleged abuse or neglect occurred or those directed to the Texas Juvenile Probation Commission because the alleged abuse or neglect occurs in a juvenile justice program or facility.

Under current law, reports of investigations in schools are sent, as appropriate, to TEA, SBEC, the local school board or school governing body, and the school principal or director.
Effective Date:     September 1, 2005 

Action required for 2005-2006 School Year:     Review district polices regarding reporting child abuse and neglect for any changes needed to conform with this change in statute.
Outstanding Issues:      None
Does this bill create a new program?       No

Does this bill require a new report?       No

Rulemaking authority?   No
Does this apply to charters?     Applies to report of child abuse or neglect made by charter personnel or investigated in charter schools. 

Does this bill contain a new reporting requirement for TEA/school districts?       No

For further information, please contact the Office of Legal Services at 463-9720.

SB 483
Statute Amended or Added:      Amends §441.223, Government Code
Summary:     This bill will allow certain public school libraries to participate in group purchasing agreements of the TexShare Library Consortium with the Texas State Library and Archives Commission (TSLAC).  The Consortium currently includes the libraries of higher education institutions, public libraries, and libraries of nonprofit organizations.  The Consortium makes available collections of electronic resources (journals, magazines and newspapers) through public and academic libraries.
This bill allows the TSLAC to negotiate database group purchasing agreements on behalf of designated public school libraries.  While the Legislature did not appropriate funds to cover school licensing fees, the legislation does allow for TSLAC to collect fees from designated schools to try and secure the best pricing for access to the TexShare databases. 

Change from current law:     The change is the addition of designated public school libraries to the existing TexShare Consortium.  
Effective Date:     September 1, 2005

Action required for 2005-2006 School Year:     There is no action required by the Texas Education Agency or State Board of Education.  Another state agency - the Texas State Library and Archives Commission (TSLAC), must develop rules including criteria for the participation of designated public school libraries that may participate.

Outstanding Issues:     None

Does this bill create a new program?     No

Does this bill require a new report?      No

Rulemaking authority?     Texas State Library and Archives Commission (TSLAC)
Does this apply to charters?     The commission may designate public school libraries that may participate in group purchasing agreements provided to the consortium.  Charter schools are not specifically referenced in this legislation.
Does this bill contain a new reporting requirement for TEA/school districts?     No

For further information, please contact the Curriculum Division at 463-9581.
HB 2048, Section 23
Statute Amended or Added:     Amends §531.0312 and adds §531.03131, Government Code
Summary:     The Texas Information and Referral Network (TIRN) is a program at the Texas Health and Human Services Commission responsible for the development, coordination, and implementation of a statewide information and referral network. Its goal is to provide seamless access to timely, accurate, and relevant health and human services information through greater awareness of available information, and referral services and improved communications among service providers.   Area Information Centers gather comprehensive information about what health and human services are available in the community.  2-1-1 Texas is a single telephone number created to make it easier to connect to health and human services. The Internet-based resource system  database is currently being enhanced and is scheduled to offer advanced search capabilities for services and programs across Texas by mid-summer, 2005. 

HB 2048, Section 23 requires each Local Workforce Development Board, the Texas Head Start State Collaboration Office, and each school district to provide TIRN with information about child care and education services, including:

· Subsidized child-care services administered by the Texas Workforce Commission

· Head Start and Early Head Start program provider

· School districts through a prekindergarten or after-school program

· Any other subsidized program

Information on an Internet site must:

· Be geographically indexed

· Contain prescreening questions to determine probable eligibility

· Be designed to allow TIRN to provide contact information and send it in an electronic mail message. 

On receipt of a mail message from TIRN, school districts, etc., shall contact the applicant to verify information.

Not later than the last day of the month following each calendar quarter, the commission shall file with the legislature a report that includes the number of referrals made to each school district.

Change from current law:     HB 2048 transfers authority from the Texas Online Authority to the Department of Human Services, except for Section 23 which consolidates all information and referral services for state-subsidized child care and education services, outside of general programs of public or secondary education, with the Texas Information and Referral Network administered by HHSC.  
Effective Date:     June 18, 2005 
 

Action required for 2005-2006 School Year:
 None
Outstanding Issues:
       Districts will be required to submit program information to the Texas Information and Referral Network (TIRN) for prekindergarten, Head Start, after school, and summer programs.  Some of this information is available through PEIMS, but not all.  Unless the agency registers programs and collects/provides program information to TIRN directly, districts will be required to input the information themselves.  It may be preferable for TEA to be involved as an intermediary (to ensure no duplication of district effort).  However, before a methodology is selected to meet long-term planning needs, a cost/benefit analysis will be required.  

Does this bill create a new program?      No 

Does this bill require a new report?      Yes 

Rulemaking Authority?     No

Does this apply to charters?      Yes
Does this bill contain a new reporting requirement for TEA/school districts?     Yes

For further information, please contact Information Systems at 463-8110.
SB 286
Statute Amended or Added:     Adds §551.005 and §552.012, Government Code
Summary:      This bill requires public officials to obtain training in the subjects of open meetings and open records.  This new requirement applies to members of all governing bodies subject to Chapter 551 and 552 of the Government Code, which includes the State Board of Education, State Board of Educator Certification, boards of Regional Education Service Centers, school district boards of trustees, and governing bodies of open-enrollment charter schools.  The open records requirement also applies to the commissioner, or a public information coordinator responsible for the commissioner’s duties related to open records.

The training for each subject must be one to two hours, must be provided or approved by the attorney general, and must be obtained not later than the 90th day after the date a public official takes the oath of office or, if no oath is taken, otherwise assumes official responsibilities. 

The attorney general is required to ensure that at least one course of training for open meetings and one for open records is available on videotape or a similar, widely available medium at no costs.  The attorney general’s office is planning to offer on-line, videotape, and live courses.

A governmental body is required to maintain and make available for pubic inspection the record of its members’ completion of the training.  The failure of one or more members of a governmental body to complete the training does not affect the validity of an action taken by the governmental body.

The open records training requirement also applies to an officer for public information of a governmental body without regard to whether the person is elected or appointed to a specific term.  Also, a public official may designate a public information coordinator to satisfy the training requirements for open records if the public information coordinator is primarily responsible for administering the responsibilities of the public official or governmental body regarding open records.

The required training may be used to satisfy training requirements in open meetings and open records required by other law for members of a governmental body.  

Additional information is available on the website of the Office of Attorney General at http://www.oag.state.tx.us/agency/sb286info.shtml.

Change from current law:      Currently, there is not a training requirement applicable to all governmental bodies subject to the chapters on open meetings and open records.  By rule of the State Board of Education, training regarding open meetings and open records is currently required pursuant to Section 12.123 of the Education Code.
Effective Date:     January 1, 2006 

Action required for 2005-2006 School Year:     Each public official who has taken the oath of office or otherwise assumed the person’s official responsibilities before January 1, 2006, and each public information coordinator who assumed responsibilities before January 1, 2006, must complete the required training before January 1, 2007.      
Outstanding Issues:      Review of SBOE rules relating to school board training requirements for districts and charters to determine if any amendments regarding open meetings and open records training are appropriate.  Possible approval by the Attorney General, for purposes of the new requirements in Chapters 551 and 552, Government Code, of  training offered by current district and charter providers.  Consideration of training options for the SBOE members, SBEC members, and the commissioner.  If a governmental body has a public information officer, that person must also complete the training.  The open records requirement for a public official may be fulfilled by the official’s public information coordinator if one is designated.  
Does this bill create a new program?      Creates requirement for training to be provided or approved by the Attorney General.

Does this bill require a new report?     No, but boards, including the State Board of Education, must maintain a record of members’ completion of training requirements.

Rulemaking authority?     No
Does this apply to charters?     Yes, training requirements are applicable to members of charter governing boards and charter boards’ public information officers.      

Does this bill contain a new reporting requirement for TEA/school districts?       No

For further information, please contact the Office of Legal Services at 463-9720.

SB 1133
Statute Amended or Added:     Adds §551.056, Government Code
Summary:      This bill requires a school district to post notices of meetings of the school board on the school district’s website, if a website is maintained by, or for, the district and if a school district is located in whole or in part within the corporate boundaries of a municipality with a population of 48,000 or more.  The Internet posting is in addition to any other posting required.  The validity of a notice or agenda is not affected by a failure to comply with a requirement under the new section that is due to a technical problem beyond the control of the school district.

Change from current law:      This language is in addition to the current requirement to post meeting notices on a bulletin board at a place convenient to the public in the central administrative office of the district. 
Effective Date:      January 1, 2006

Action required for 2005-2006 School Year:     No later than January 1, 2006, school districts must begin posting school board meeting notices on the district’s website, if any.  Certain districts must also post meeting agendas on the district website.      
Outstanding Issues:      None
Does this bill create a new program?       No

Does this bill require a new report?       No

Rulemaking authority?     No
Does this apply to charters?     Yes, pursuant to Section 12.1051, Education Code. 

Does this bill contain a new reporting requirement for TEA/school districts?       No

For further information, please contact the Office of Legal Services at 463-9720.

HB 67
Statute Amended or Added:     Adds §662.051, Government Code
Summary:     The legislation designates August 26 as Women's Independence Day.

Change from current law:     Not Applicable 
Effective Date:     May 9, 2005 
Action required for 2005-2006 School Year:     Women’s Independence Day will be regularly observed by appropriate programs in the public schools and other places to inspire a greater appreciation of the importance of women’s suffrage.
Outstanding Issues:     None 

Does this bill create a new program?     No

Does this bill require a new report?     No

Rulemaking authority?     None.
Does this apply to charters?     Yes.
Does this bill contain a new reporting requirement for TEA/school districts?     No

For further information, please contact the Curriculum Division at 463-9581.
HB 647
Statute Amended or Added:      Amends §1371.001(4) and §1371.057, Government Code
Summary:      The bill relates to the Texas Attorney General’s review and approval of the issuance refunding bonds to be issued by school districts.  

Change from current law:      The term and payment schedule of refunding bonds are to be applied to the related obligation or loan in the Texas Attorney General’s determination of a school district’s ability to pay debt principal and interest.   
Effective Date:      June 18, 2005
Action required for 2005-2006 School Year:      None
Outstanding Issues:      None
Does this bill create a new program?       No

Does this bill require a new report?       No

Rulemaking authority?     No

Does this apply to charters?      No

Does this bill contain a new reporting requirement for TEA/school districts?       No

For further information, please contact School Financial Audits at 463-9095.

HB 984
Statute Amended or Added:     Adds Chapter 168, Health and Safety Code 
Summary:     For students who have diabetes and who will seek care for the diabetes at school, HB 984 requires that the student’s parents and physician develop a diabetes management and treatment plan.  The plan must identify the health services the student may receive, evaluate the student’s ability to manage their diabetes, evaluate the student’s level of understanding of their diabetes, and be signed by the parent/guardian and physician.  Before, or at the beginning of, the school year, or upon enrollment of the student, or following the diagnosis of diabetes, the parent/guardian must submit a copy of the plan to the school.  

Upon receiving the student’s diabetes management and treatment plan, the school principal, the school nurse (if the campus has a school nurse assigned to the campus), one of the student’s teachers, and the student’s parents must develop an individualized health plan for the student with diabetes if the student will need care for the diabetes while at school or while participating in a school activity.  The plan will be developed in collaboration with the student’s physician, to the extent practicable.  The individualized health plan must incorporate components of the student’s diabetes management and treatment plan.  

In each school that has a student with diabetes enrolled, the principal shall seek school employees who are not health care professionals to serve as unlicensed diabetes care assistants.  On campuses that have a full-time nurse assigned, the principal shall make efforts to ensure the campus has at least one unlicensed diabetes care assistant.  If the campus does not have a full-time nurse assigned, the principal shall make efforts to ensure that there are at least three unlicensed diabetes care assistants.  

Training for the unlicensed diabetes care assistants must be provided by a health care professional with expertise in the care of persons with diabetes or by the school nurse.  The school nurse, if assigned to a campus, must coordinate the training.  The training must be provided before the beginning of the school year or as soon as practicable upon enrollment of a student with diabetes or upon a diagnosis of a student with diabetes.  The training must include recognizing the symptoms of hypoglycemia and hyperglycemia; understanding the proper action to take if the blood glucose levels of a student with diabetes are outside the target ranges indicated by the student’s diabetes management and treatment plan; understanding the details of a student’s individualized health plan; performing finger-sticks to check blood glucose levels, checking urine ketone levels, and recording the results of those checks; properly administering glucagons and insulin and recording the results of the administration; recognizing complications that require seeking emergency assistance; and understanding the recommended schedules and food intake for meals and snacks for a student with diabetes, the effect of physical activity on blood glucose levels, and the proper actions to be taken if a student’s schedule is disrupted.  The principal or school nurse shall maintain a copy of the training guidelines and any records associated with the training.

Any school employee who is responsible for providing transportation for a student with diabetes or supervision of a student with diabetes during an off-campus activity shall be provided a one-page information sheet that identifies the student; identifies potential emergencies that may occur as a result of the diabetes and the appropriate response to the emergency; and provides the telephone number of a contact person in case of an emergency involving the student with diabetes.  

The student’s individualized health plan will be implemented by a school nurse, if a nurse is assigned to the campus.  If a school nurse is not assigned to the campus, an unlicensed diabetes care assistant shall perform the tasks in accordance with the individualized health plan if the student’s parents have signed an agreement that authorizes the unlicensed assistant to assist the student and states that the parents understand that the assistant is not liable for civil damages as provided by Section 168.009.  The unlicensed diabetes care assistant must have access to an individual with expertise in the care of persons with diabetes, such as a physician, registered nurse, certified diabetes educator, licensed dietician, or the principal must have access to the student’s physician.

In accordance with the student’s individualized health plan, the student may be permitted to attend to the management and care of their diabetes including, performing blood glucose level checks; administering insulin; treating hypoglycemia and hyperglycemia; possessing at any time any supplies or equipment necessary to monitor and care for the diabetes; and otherwise attend to the management and care of the diabetes in the classroom, in any area of the school or school grounds, or at any school activity.  

Each school shall adopt a procedure to ensure that a school nurse or at least one unlicensed diabetes care assistant is present and available for the student’s care during the regular school day.

A student’s assignment to a campus may not be restricted on the basis that the campus does not have the required unlicensed diabetes care assistants.  

Unlicensed diabetes care assistants, when assisting a student in compliance with the student’s individualized health plan, is not considered to be practicing nursing and is exempt from any state law or rule that restricts the activities that may be performed by a person who is not a health care professional.  

A school employee may not be subject to disciplinary proceeding, as defined by Section 22.0512(b) TEC, resulting from an action taken in compliance with this subchapter.  A school nurse is not responsible for actions performed by an unlicensed diabetes care assistant.

Change from current law:      New
Effective Date:     June 18, 2005
Action required for 2005-2006 School Year:     Districts that have a school nurse must develop with individualized health plans for students with diabetes.  If a school district does not have a school nurse, the principal on each campus that has a student with diabetes, must seek staff to be trained as unlicensed diabetes care assistants.  The training of those assistants must be provided by a health care professional.  The district is also required to provide specific information regarding each student who has diabetes to employees who provide transportation.
Outstanding Issues:      None
Does this bill create a new program?      No
Does this bill require a new report?      No

Rulemaking authority?     No
Does this apply to charters?     No
Does this bill contain a new reporting requirement for TEA/school districts?       No

For further information, please contact the Curriculum Division at 463-9581.
HB 3469
Statute Amended or Added:      Amends §386.051(b), §386.052(b), §386.252, and adds Chapter 390, Health and Safety Code
Summary:      The bill authorizes up to 4% of the Texas emissions reduction plan fund to be used for a program to reduce diesel emissions in school buses.  The bill establishes the “Clean School Bus Program” to provide grants to projects that retrofit school buses with diesel oxidation catalysts, diesel particulate filters, and emissions reduction add-on equipment, and projects that enhance the use of qualifying fuels and other technologies.  School districts that operate one or more diesel-fueled school buses may apply for grants.  The program is operated by the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality.  

Change from current law:      New program of grants
Effective Date:      June 17, 2005
Action required for 2005-2006 School Year:      None.  School districts are not required to apply, but are permitted to seek grants.
Outstanding Issues:      None
Does this bill create a new program?       Yes, but not at TEA.
Does this bill require a new report?       No

Rulemaking authority?     Texas Commission for Environmental Quality
Does this apply to charters?      This may apply to charter schools depending upon the guidelines adopted for this program by the Texas Commission for Environmental Quality.
Does this bill contain a new reporting requirement for TEA/school districts?       No

For further information, please contact State Funding at 463-9238.

HB 914
Statute Amended or Added:      Adds §§176.001-176.010, Local Government Code
Summary:      The bill enacted disclosure requirements that apply to certain school district officials and their family members that received gifts from vendors.

Change from current law:      The bill enacts disclosure requirements if certain school officials or family members receive a gift (other than gifts of food, lodging, transportation, or entertainment accepted as a guest) that had an aggregate value of $250 or more over a twelve-month period from a vendor that the district is considering or has awarded a contract for the sale or purchase of property, goods or services.  Failure by a school district employee to file the disclosures required in the bill could result in an adverse personnel action against the employee.  A school district is authorized to void a contract with a vendor or other person that failed to file the disclosures required in the bill.  The bill also authorizes criminal prosecution of any individual that knowingly fails to comply with provisions in the bill.  

Effective Date:      June 18, 2005
Action required for 2005-2006 School Year:      A school district will be required to amend its local board policies and/or administrative procedures, and file disclosure reports, as appropriate.  
Outstanding Issues:      None
Does this bill create a new program?       No

Does this bill require a new report?       No

Rulemaking authority?     No

Does this apply to charters?      No

Does this bill contain a new reporting requirement for TEA/school districts?       No

For further information, please contact School Financial Audits at 463-9095.

HB 126
Statute Amended or Added:     Amends §37.10, Penal Code 
Summary:      The bill makes the offense of “Tampering with Governmental Record” a Class C misdemeanor if the governmental record is a record required for enrollment of a student in a school district and was used by the actor to establish the residency of the student.

Change from current law:      The general classification for this offense is a Class A misdemeanor.
Effective Date:     June 18, 2005
Action required for 2005-2006 School Year:      None
Outstanding Issues:      None
Does this bill create a new program?       No

Does this bill require a new report?       No
Rulemaking authority?      None 

Does this apply to charters?      No 

Does this bill contain a new reporting requirement for TEA/school districts?       No

For further information, please contact the Office of Legal Services at 463-9720.

HB 1018
Statute Amended or Added:      Adds §643.1015, Transportation Code
Summary:      The bill requires the owner of a school bus to maintain $500,000 of liability insurance.  The requirement applies only to buses operated exclusively within the boundaries of a municipality.

The requirement applies only to school buses that are owned by motor carriers that are required to register under Subchapter B, Chapter 643, and would generally not apply to school districts.

Change from current law:      Current law requires liability insurance in an amount set by the Department of Transportation.  The current requirement in department rules appears to be $500,000 for vehicles that carry 25 or fewer passengers, and $5,000,000 for those that carry 26 or more passengers.  The requirements could affect contractors that provide school transportation services.
Effective Date:      May 24, 2005
Action required for 2005-2006 School Year:      None.  School districts are not directly affected.
Outstanding Issues:      None
Does this bill create a new program?       No

Does this bill require a new report?       No

Rulemaking authority?     No
Does this apply to charters?      No
Does this bill contain a new reporting requirement for TEA/school districts?       No

For further information, please contact State Funding at 463-9238.
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