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This scavenger hunt is a follow-up to the Online “Library Orientation and Overview”, providing you with tasks which will enable you to practice and apply what you are learning about library research.  Your instructor might assign portions of this as a test, for review, or as a means of starting your first library research project.  Either way, you can return to this scavenger hunt at any time during the semester.  Simply download and save this document under a different name, then use your word processor to enter your responses to each of the questions provided.  Save your work, and  follow your instructor’s directions for submitting your completed assignment electronically.
This initial set of activities is designed to help you get started with a research project.  Remember that when exploring an initial topic idea, your goal will be to determine what resources are available, then narrow your subject to a more focused area of study.  You’ll want to engage in in-depth research by gathering a variety of credible scholarly and academic resources.   We will start with the Library Catalog.

If you are an online student completing this from outside of the Phoenix metropolitan area,  or out of state, contact the CGCC library for information about how to gain access to the CGCC Library system.  You may also need to, in consultation with your instructor, modify some parts of this activity to include research at a college or university library near you.
Complete each step in order, or as assigned by your instructor.

Before you begin…..
[image: image2.wmf]Each of the following sections will direct you to an internet site from which you may conduct online research and searches.  Here are a few tips before you get started:

1. Activate your Library / Student ID Card.  Through the library orientation, you were given instructions in obtaining and validating your Student ID card for remote library access.  For a detailed explanation of this, go to http://www.cgc.maricopa.edu/library/offcampus.shtml, or click on “Library Cards” from the main CGCC library web page.

2. For convenience, you may wish to keep two windows open on your computer screen:  

· Scavenger Hunt Handout—Save your document under a new name, then keep it open so that you may refer to this handout as you go.

· Internet Explorer—Keep your browser open to the web pages you will be consulting as you go. 

3. Read the information and follow the directions for each section and task as indicated.  

4. Complete all activities as requested.  Fill in your answers in the space provided, and submit your responses to your instructor.
5. Submit your completed tasks and responses to your instructor as directed. 
Part 1:  Library Catalog and Main Menu
1. Go to the main library web page:   http://www.cgc.maricopa.edu/library
2. List the primary headings in the library catalog’s home page.  

3. Briefly explain how to get to and open the link to the CGCC library catalog.   
4. List 3 other college and local libraries that you can access through the catalog listings.
5. Open the Magazine and Journals link. 

a. List the names of two “general” databases:  
b. List the names of two “specialized” databases (i.e., databases listed under a specific category, such as “education” or “business”):
6. Click on the link to Web References/Resources.  What kinds of resources do you find under this listing?  
7. What is the “Ask a Librarian” feature?  Explain what it is and how to access it.

8. Conduct a basic search in the CGCC library catalog for information about a general subject of interest to you, or one assigned by your instructor.  
a. Identify the search term(s) used.

b. List at least three resources that you think might be useful to your research:  List the author, title, publication information, and year.  List the Call Number.
9. Find a resource in the catalog which is available electronically, or through “E-brary”.   These will have “electronic reference” contained within the title, along with links to the source.  

a. List the source information for at least one E-brary or other electronic source.
10. Now, try searching the catalog under the Browse search mode.  Here are a few broad search terms that you might try.  Or, come up with your own search terms.
a. biography 20th century  (try other time periods)

b. heroes biography

c. aeronautics biography  (try other professions or fields)
d. Wright, Orville

e. Space flight history

f. Women and history

g. African-American Biography (try searching under other ethnicities)

h. Business leaders

i. Political leaders
j. sports and role models

k. sports and ethics
Choose a topic that interests you for a particular assignment, or just for practice. After experimenting here,  add search terms of your own, relevant to your specific topic ideas and assignments.  As you begin to find information that interests you, narrow your search terms accordingly.  Be sure to bring up items that interest you and note resources for identifying book locations, status, additional search terms, and other helpful features.

List your findings here.  Note the resources that you think might be the most helpful:

11. Title searches can be helpful when you already know the title of a work, and want to see if it is available at your campus or public library.  Here are a few “Title”Search options to try:  Famous Firsts of Black Americans, Everyday Heroes, People of the Century.  
List the author and call number for at least one of these resources:
12.  Now that you’ve tried out the basic and browse options for catalog research, try conducting more detailed searches with the advanced search option.   Each of these options is available through the CGCC library catalog link. 
      Before trying the advanced search, you might want to complete the PowerPoint lesson on the Online Orientation page, entitled “Library Research Tips.”  This lesson goes over the use of Boolean search terms, including the use of wild cards and nesting.

When you are ready, go to the “Advanced” search option in the library catalog.  Conduct the following searches, and record your results here:

a. Combine two groups of words or phrases using AND, OR, NOT, or NEAR: for example, “Antarctica”  and “global warming”.   List the search terms and phrases used.  

b. List the number of “hits” or resources that come up.  

c. List the author, title, and call number of at least one resource found.

13. When examining a source that is listed in the library catalog, how do you know if it’s available at the CGCC library?  At another library?  What other information can you gain by examining the detailed source listing?
14. Why is it important to try a variety of combinations and terms when conducting initial searches?  
15. If I misspell a word, what might happen? (Test it out!)
16. Make a list of possible search terms for your current research topic.  Go back to the Library Catalog, and conduct browse, basic, or advanced searches for books about your topic.  Record your findings below.
17. Go to the library and check out at least two books that may help you to conduct initial research and narrow your topic.  Here, list the bibliography information for each resource. Use the table of contents and index to identify key chapters or selections that may be helpful to you.  If your text contains a bibliography of works cited, you may wish to make a copy of that list for future reference and research.  Highlight or underline key words in titles that you may wish to look up in a future library visit. 
Congratulations! You’ve completed Part I of the Scavenger Hunt!   If your instructor has advised you to complete this for course credit, submit your responses according to your instructor’s preferences.  Move on to Part II  (next page) when you are ready, and/or when your instructor assigns it.

Part II:  Searching the “Magazine and Journal” and “Newspaper” Databases

Included in this section are a series of tasks and questions to be answered as a follow-up to the online “Library Orientation and Overview.”  Please remember that while some of these resources may be accessible remotely, you must first go into the CGCC library to activate your student ID card.  Also, remember, that remote access is not always available, and that many of the library’s materials are only available by visiting the library in person. 
Your instructor may assign portions of this as part of your course work.  If so, follow your instructor’s direction for completion and submission of your work.
Navigation to these sites:

This assignment gives you the opportunity to explore and practice seeking information from one or more of the library’s “Magazine and Journal” or “Newspaper” databases.  

From the main CGCC Library home page, click on “Magazines and Journals” to go to the Magazine and Journal databases.  Click on “Newspapers” to go to the Newspaper databases.  

Follow your instructor’s guidelines for completing this section.  Your instructor may ask you to answer these questions about one or more of the library’s databases, depending upon your research project or assignment.
1. Go to each database assigned by your instructor, and answer the questions provided.  (This may be One Search, InfoTrac, ERIC, Medline, CQ Researcher, National Newspapers, or another database that your instructor wants you to research.

2. List here the name of the database for which you will be answering the questions that follow:

     ____________________________________

3. What is the menu path to this database?  In other words, how do I get there from the library’s home page?

4. Who is the publisher of this site?  Where can I find more information about the publisher?

5. What kinds of information does this database provide?  Primarily journal/magazine articles?  Newspaper articles?

6. Is this site specifically intended for particular topics, issues, and fields of study, or it is intended for general research?

7. Is this database accessible from home, or only from CGCC campus computers?

8. What are the primary search features, and how do you use them?  

9. Are these search features similar to the library catalog search options, or are there differences in the options that are available?
10. Does the database list alternative or suggested search terms for additional inquiry?  If so, how is this information presented to the researcher?  How can it be used?

11. Explore the different ways to access materials, and explain the differences between:

a. full text and abstract listings

b. peer-reviewed vs. non-peer-reviewed materials (Some databases refer to  peer-reviewed materials as “scholarly” works.)

12. Do you know what to do if you find an abstract instead of a full-text article?  If not, ask your instructor or librarian for help in answering this question. 

13. Conduct a search for a particular topic of interest, or an assigned topic.  

a. List your search terms, and briefly explain your search results. 
b. Are there “marking,” “add to list”, “print”, or  “e-mail” features?  Briefly explain how they are used.

14. What additional features should I know about?

15. How easy is this site to navigate?  Support your answer with reasons and examples.

16. How helpful is the “Help” documentation?  Again, support your answer with reasons and examples.

17. What are some additional helpful things to know?

18. How is this site different from/similar to other sites you’ve accessed in the past? 
19. Practice:  Look up information in the assigned database (or databases)  about a particular subject of interest, or pertaining to a current research project.   List at least three resources found.
20. Create a “Top 10 Tips” List for other students who will be accessing this database site.  Your purpose is to inform students of the key features of the site and how to navigate it, as well as evaluating its usefulness to particular kinds of research.

21. Next, find, download, and list the publication information for at least three resources that might be useful to a topic of interest---either for a paper you are currently working on, or just for fun.  
Congratulations on completing Part II!  Good luck with your research, and remember to consult your instructor, your librarians, and your CGCC Writing Center for additional information and help as you conduct research for your assignments.  (
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