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“Keeping members up to date on changes in the DB2 Environment”
MDUG seminars usually feature topics for DB2 for z/OS and DB2 for LUW. As many companies utilize DB2 on the Z/OS and Linux, UNIX, and Windows platforms, members are encouraged to attend presentations that focus on both or either platform to expand their knowledge of DB2 across the OS spectrum as well as many features are common across the DB2 family.  
Training Reminder:  We still have seats available for Susan Lawson’s class on Thursday, March 26 (the day after MDUG).  Here’s a summary, which is also detailed near the end of this newsletter.   This course is a certification preparation course intended to help you pass the DB2 10 Family Fundamentals exam (610) and DB2 11 for z/OS Database Administration exam (312). Passing of these exams will result in certification as an IBM Certified Solutions Expert - DB2 11 z/OS Database Administration. Participants are expected to have fundamental knowledge of relational principles in addition to applied working knowledge of DB2 10 for z/OS and basic knowledge of DB2 11 features. This will be a lecture-only class with no labs.  If you aren’t interested in the certification aspect, please review the agenda anyway:  it is a rich and diverse review of almost every key area of DB2 11 for Z/OS!  Please RSVP or send questions to training@mdug.org.

Upcoming all day seminar will be held on Wednesday, March 25th at the Crowne Plaza in Novi, MI features two outstanding speakers.  The morning presentation will be presented by Susan Lawson of YL Associates. This presentation takes a look at the features in DB2 11 that will both improve our performance and provide us with maximum data availability.  The afternoon sessions will be presented by Robert Catterall of IBM.  He first will be presenting a session on “Leveraging Big Memory to Boost DB2”.  The second session will provide information on leveraging features related to data partitioning, table space type, data organization, LOB management, data protection, index design, data archiving, and more.
TO REGISTER:  Send an email to reservations@mdug.org with your name, your membership type (Corp, Vendor or Ind.), and if appropriate the number and name of additional attendees. Reservation deadline is on Friday March 20th, but if there are still seats available reservations will be taken up until noon on Monday March 23rd.
ATTENDANCE FEES:  For MDUG members, the cost for attendance at the seminar is covered by the yearly membership fee, so make sure to renew before or at the seminar.   For Non-members the cost is $55 at the seminar, payment in either cash or check. Credit cards are not accepted at the door. Please see the Membership section below in regard to paying via credit card for memberships.
MOST REQUESTED TOPIC:  “DB2 Performance & Tuning” and “New DB2 Releases” were the most requested topics based on the results of the November 2014 seminar meeting evaluations.
GROUP SUPPORT/FUTURES:  There is always a need for volunteers to support the ongoing activities of the Group and for its continued operation.  Please see News for Members/Group’s Future on how the lack for volunteers could impact the future of the group.
Upcoming seminar dates for 2015: 
	Wednesday, May 20, 2015 – Venue: The Crowne Plaza Hotel (Novi)

	Wednesday, August 19, 2015 – Venue: The Crowne Plaza Hotel (Novi)

	Wednesday, November 18, 2015 – Venue: The Crowne Plaza Hotel (Novi)


MDUG is an affiliate of IDUG (international DB2 User Group), and is chartered under the State of Michigan.  It promotes the awareness of DB2 in solving business problems by providing a non-profit forum for presenting new functionality, features, ideas, and usage of DB2.  This forum is used for communications among DB2 users in the Southeastern Michigan area, as well as bringing together others through out the state.
March 25, 2015 - Seminar Agenda

8:15 am – 9:00 am
Check In / Continental Breakfast 

9:00 am – 9:10 am
Welcome and Opening Remarks

9:10 am – 10:25 am      "DB2 11 for z/OS Performance and Availability"

Speaker:  Susan Lawson (YL Associates)
10:25 am – 10:45 am
Break
10:45 am – 12:00 pm
"DB2 11 for z/OS Performance and Availability (continued)" 

Speaker:  Susan Lawson (YL Associates)
12:00 pm – 1:00 pm
Lunch – included as part of the seminar
1:00 pm – 2:15 pm      "Memory for MIPS: Leveraging Big Memory to Boost DB2 for z/OS CPU Efficiency"


                           Speaker:  Robert Catterall (IBM Corporation)
2:15 pm – 2:30pm
      Break
2:30 pm – 3:45 pm
       "Modern DB2 for z/OS Physical Database Design" 

                                       Speaker:   Robert Catterall (IBM Corporation)
Presentation Handouts: 
Seminar presentation copies will be made be available in Soft copy, as available, prior to the seminar and will be posted on the MDUG web site as they are made available.  If posted, the presentations should be downloaded and printed from the MDUG web site www.mdug.org and brought to the seminar as these speakers will not be bringing hard copies to the seminar.  Please check the web site for the presentations prior to the seminar.      

Remember to keep current with DB2 via the IDUG web page; www.idug.org.  
You can also get more frequent updates and other information by liking our Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Michigan-DB2-User-Group/217301778292137 
Presentation Abstracts

Presentation #1: 

Susan Lawson (YL Associates) – “DB2 11 for z/OS Performance and Availability”
Abstract:   

With every new release of DB2 we look to see what features will allow us to improve the performance of our existing applications and the availability of our data. We also begin to plan to utilize new feature in our development efforts. This presentation takes a look at the features in DB2 11 that will both improve our performance and provide us with maximum data availability.
* Brief discussion of overall performance objectives of DB2 11

* Discuss details on database performance features and usage

* Discuss SQL, application and optimization performance enhancements

* Discuss considerations for implementing new features and enhancements

* Review availability enhancements and usage
Presentation #2: 

Robert Catterall (IBM Corporation) – “Memory for MIPS: Leveraging Big Memory to Boost DB2 for z/OS CPU Efficiency”
Abstract:   

System z server memory is getting bigger all the time (a zEC12 can be configured with 3 TB of the stuff), and it's more common to find z/OS LPARs with 100 GB or more of real storage; however, at many DB2 for z/OS sites mainframe memory is an under-utilized resource, in that it's not leveraged for maximum performance benefit. In this session you'll get information on how to use real storage to reduce DB2-related CPU consumption by 1) getting your buffer pool house in order (i.e., getting the most out of your buffer pool configuration without making it larger), 2) being bold -- but not reckless -- in asking for more memory for DB2 buffer pools to reduce I/O activity, and 3) using storage for threads, dynamic SQL, RID processing, and sorting in a CPU-savvy way.
Presentation #3:

Robert Catterall (IBM Corporation) – “Modern DB2 for z/OS Physical Database Design”
Abstract:

DB2 for z/OS physical database design has changed with the introduction, via recent DB2 releases, of new options that DBAs can exploit to improve performance, availability, and security -- without requiring application code changes. This session will provide information on leveraging features related to data partitioning, table space type, data organization, LOB management, data protection, index design, data archiving, and more.
Speaker Biographies
Susan Lawson (YL Associates)
Susan Lawson is an internationally recognized consultant and lecturer with a background in system and database administration. She currently works with several large clients to help develop, implement and tune some of the world’s largest and most complex DB2 databases and applications. She also performs Performance and Availability Audits for many clients to help reduce costs through proper performance tuning and to help ensure availability. Her other activities include authoring articles and white papers, presenting at user group meetings, and teaching a variety of DB2 courses. She is an IBM GOLD Consultant for DB2 and z/Series, and an IBM Information Champion and has authored the IBM DB2 for z/OS V8 DBA Certification Guide and the IBM DB2 for z/OS V7 Application Programming Certification Guide. She is also the co-author of several DB2 books including the IBM DB2 10 for z/OS DBA Certification Guide, IBM DB2 9 for z/OS DBA Certification Guide, DB2 High Performance Design and Tuning and DB2 Answers. She is also a SME (Subject Matter Expert) for the IBM Certification exams for DB2 z/OS Database and System Administration assisting with writing and verifying questions for the exams.
Robert Catterall (IBM Corporation) 
Robert Catterall is an IBM Consulting DB2 for z/OS specialist. He started his IT career with IBM in 1982, and worked throughout the 1990s as a member of the Company's DB2 for z/OS National Technical Support team. From 2000 to 2007, Robert worked as a database technology strategist for CheckFree (now part of Fiserv). After working for three years as an independent DB2 consultant, he rejoined IBM in 2010. Robert is a past President of IDUG, and a member of IDUG's Speakers Hall of Fame. He presents frequently at conferences, and blogs about DB2 for z/OS at http://robertsdb2blog.blogspot.com/. 
Seminar Logistics:
Seminar onsite check in begins at 8:15 am and the seminar will begin at 9:00am. The cost of the seminar is covered by the yearly membership fee, if you are a member, and includes a continental breakfast and lunch.  The cost for non-members is $55 and covers attendance at the seminar, the continental breakfast and lunch.  
Maps and directions to the Crowne Plaza Hotel are available at the MDUG web site: www.mdug.org 

Registrations: 

You can register yourself and/or your site/Company attendees by sending an email with your full name, company name, and registration count (if making reservations from more then yourself) to reservations@mdug.org.  Please include the name of all attendees in the email message and the type of membership; corporate, individual or vendor that you will be attending under.   Confirmation is available upon request only.  Early registration for the seminar will be taken until the end of the day on March 20th (Friday before the seminar).  Late registration until noon on Monday, March 23rd, if seating is still available.   Respond early to guarantee yourself a spot.       
News for Members: 

1. Seminar Feedback (based on 21 evaluations turned in) from the November 2014 Evaluations (used for Planning purposes): 


# Responses by Potential Future Topics
	11 
	DB2 Performance & Tuning

	11  
	New DB2 Releases

	 9     
	DB2 Performance Tools

	 9   
	DB2 Performance Tools

	 9      
	Supporting DB2

	 8     
	DB2 Experiences

	 8 
	DB2 Supporting Software

	 8    
	Using Stored Procedures

	 7 
	DB2 Application Tuning

	 7  
	DB2 Disaster Recovery

	 5    
	DB2 Programming/Application Development

	 5    
	DB2 Utilities

	 4     
	Data Warehousing

	 3  
	DB2 Interconnectivity

	 3
	DB2 Web Connectivity / Usage

	 2   
	Other (i.e. No SQL (JSCN & XML; DB2 Connect;)) 


2. November 2014 Seminar Speakers Feedback 

Rating based on a scale of 1 – 5 with 5 as the highest rating.  
 Mark Rader - DB2 for z/OS and WLM: Understanding the Basics
	Topic Value
	Session Content
	Speaker
	Material Covered
	Handouts
	Visuals

	4.76 
	4.86
	4.95
	4.86
	4.80
	4.86

	
	
	
	
	
	


 Mark Rader - DB2 11 for z/OS: Technical Overview
	Topic Value
	Session Content
	Speaker
	Material Covered
	Handouts
	Visuals

	 4.86
	4.86
	5.00
	4.81
	4.85
	4.90

	
	
	
	
	
	


 Mike Wingfield - Mainframe DB2 for z/OS Performance & Tuning
	Topic Value
	Session Content
	Speaker
	Material Covered
	Handouts
	Visuals

	4.59
	         4.59
	4.76 
	4.65
	4.56
	4.75


3. Last Seminar:  Presentations are still available online at:   www.mdug.org   under the “Past Seminars” section.   

4. MDUG Membership

There are four types of memberships; Individual, corporate, vendor and shared.   
Memberships are annual and run from the first seminar of the year through December and allow for attendance at all seminars for the year.  MDUG accepts payment directly in cash or check on site at a seminar.  Checks should be made payable to Michigan DB2 User Group (MDUG).   Credit cards are accepted only through PayPal; instructions available on the MDUG web site or contact a MDUG Director at a seminar or through admin@mdug.org for details.  All memberships are contingent on payment of the annual membership fee  

Membership forms along with membership details and instructions on paying via Paypal can be downloaded from the MDUG web site www.mdug.org by clicking on the Membership and Fees.  Inquiries on the status of corporate/company memberships should be sent to the MDUG email box at finances@mdug.org.   Invoices for 2015 will be sent to members of record for 2014 in early 2015.   If you or your company were not a member in 2014, and you need an invoice for 2015, email MDUG at finances@mdug.org, and one will be emailed to you. 
5. Fees for 2015  
Fees for 2015 are remaining the same as those for 2014 as posted on the MDUG web site. 

If pay by check or cash:   

Individual - $ 140

Group - $ 540

Vendor - $ 640 

Meeting - $ 55  

6. Group Support  
Volunteers are the heart of any non-profit group. This is especially true for MDUG.   Without volunteers to handle the affairs of the group, the group wouldn’t exist. Group membership fees only provide enough income to cover the costs for holding the seminars, and others things such as the web site and the PO Box, which are required for the group’s operation. There isn’t enough income to pay someone to find speakers, pay bills, coordinate activities, etc.   
As always MDUG needs more volunteers to keep operating.  Volunteering is a good way to find out more about the group operations and expand your skills.   If you can volunteer to support the group’s activities next year, please let us know. Many of the support activities can be done from your home or desk and many do not take more then a few hours a month.  Even MDUG Board meetings can be done from your desk, as all meetings are held via telecom and usually not more than once a month.  And supporting the group allows you to attend the seminars at no cost.   

A few of the areas where you could help out are:  supporting the web site, taking reservations, suggesting topics/speakers, management of the group emails, group coordination, providing onsite support at the seminar, handling evaluations,  and speaker introductions. We hope you will talk to one of the red ribbon wearers at the seminar about how you can volunteer or send an email with your contact information to admin@mdug.org asking where you can help out or just that you want to discuss volunteering with someone on the board.   We will get back to you.

Please volunteer to help by talking to any board member, contacting MDUG at admin@mdug.org.  If you are a DB2 practitioner, MDUG needs you and your ideas and enthusiasm."
7. Group’s Future  

Current board members will mentor new board members on procedures and tasks. For most of the roles/functions, the time commitment is not large. A few group members have helped lead the group over the past decade.  Some will be moving on to new endeavors or are no longer involved with DB2. So, if you want MDUG to continue to offer local training and seminars, please volunteer now.
Roles – Speaker coordinator, Facilities coordinator, Newsletter editor, Website editor, Membership database administrator, Onsite support, Email management, Treasurer, President
Without new volunteers DB2 seminars could be a thing of the past, unless one of the vendors takes over the operation of the seminars. 
If you can’t volunteer, are you willing to pay more to keep MDUG functioning.   Let us know on the evaluation or by your responding to this note with an email to admin@mdug.org.    

8. Future Training (9am-4:30pm) –Thursday, March 26th at the Crowne Plaza Hotel (Novi), presented by Susan Lawson – RSVP suggested 
DB2 11 for z/OS:  DBA Administration Certification Crammer and Product Overview Course 

Platform: DB2 for z/OS 

This course is a certification preparation course intended to help you pass the DB2 10 Family Fundamentals exam (610) and DB2 11 for z/OS Database Administration exam (312). Passing of these exams will result in certification as an IBM Certified Solutions Expert - DB2 11 z/OS Database Administration. Participants are expected to have fundamental knowledge of relational principles in addition to applied working knowledge of DB2 10 for z/OS and basic knowledge of DB2 11 features. This will be a lecture-only class with no labs.  If you aren’t interested in the certification aspect, please review the agenda anyway:  it is a rich and diverse review of almost every key area of DB2 11 for Z/OS!  Please RSVP or send questions to training@mdug.org.
This educational session offers an intense, overall review of all areas that will be on the certification exams (both the 610 – DB2 10 Family Fundamentals and the 312 – DB2 11 for z/OS), providing a comprehensive review for those planning on taking the certification exams to become an IBM Certified Solutions Expert - DB2 11 for z/OS Database Administration. This course provides details about the exams and was written by one the exam authors and the co-author of the corresponding DB2 11 for z/OS Database Administration Certification Guide published by IBM Press. 

· 610 and 312 Exam Details: Questions and Hints 

· DB2 Product Overview:  Database products, Middleware, App Dev, Admin, Tools 

· Detailed DB2 z11 Topics: 

· Environment; Security, interfaces, installation/migration, commands, catalog, distributed, pools 

· Controlling Access: subsystem, data set, objects, auditing, RACF, roles, row & column access 

· Data Structures: understanding, managing, DDL, data types, tables, table spaces, views, indexes, sequence, storage groups, design, XML, LOBs 

· Manipulating Database Objects: DML, retrieval, modification 

· Advanced SQL: joins, CASE, nested tables, unions, subqueries, row expressions 

· Maintaining Data: movement, maintenance, statistics, other utilities, resolving restricted or advisory access 

· Database Recovery: concepts, logging, images, consistency, DRP, catalog, minimize data loss, point-in-time, logs, checkpoint, outages 

· Data Sharing: benefits, components, performance, movement, workload, affinity processing, recovery\ 

· Performance Monitoring and Tuning: Performance, tuning, access paths, predicates, indexes for performance, monitoring, tracing, buffer pools, subsystems 

· Application Development : environment, delimiting SQL, table & view defs, SQL validation, cursors, dynamic SQL, precompile/bind, plans & packages, program features 

· Development Considerations: SPL, XML, XPath 

· Advanced Functions: Stored procedures, WLM, triggers, UDFs 

· Locking and Concurrency: attributes, modes, durations, issues & problems, lock avoidance

Please email questions and RSVPs to training@mdug.org.
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