
MINUTES of a MEETING OF BRIGHSTONE PARISH COUNCIL HELD in  BRIGHSTONE SCHOOL HALL,  on WEDNESDAY 8th FEBRUARY 2012 at 7.30pm.

PRESENT:  Mrs. E. Bright (Chairman), Messrs. C. Bridges, J. Cirrone, R. Haviland, P. Simmonds, 

E. Stevens, D. Tolfree, Mrs. S. Chorley, together with Mrs. A. Mariner (Clerk & Registrar), plus 9 Members of the Public.

The Chairman welcomed the Rev. Helen O`Sullivan, new Priest-in-Charge, to the meeting.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: None.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: 

Mrs. S. Chorley declared a Personal and Prejudicial interest in respect of the Grant Application for the Recreation Ground Pavilion.

MINUTES: The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 11th January, having been previously circulated and read, were confirmed as a correct record, and signed by the Chairman.

POLICE REPORT: No offences had occurred during the month. In connection with the damage to the Christmas Tree and Lights, the Clerk was waiting for one of the offenders to contact her.

MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES: None.

PLANNING APPLICATION:  TCP/29792/B. P/01870/11.  Proposed Ext. Glazed Canopy. The Village Shop, Main Road, Brighstone.

No relevant comments.                                                                                                          AGREED.

PLANNING DECISIONS: P/01704/11. Proposed det. Dwelling with vehicular access, parking and turning area (revised scheme). Land adj. Hassles, Upper Lane, B`stone.                               APPROVED.

TCP/29792/A.P/01172/11. Two storey side ext. to provide further shop floorspace at ground floor level with self-contained flat over; new decking area. The Village Shop, Main Road, B`stone.        REFUSED.

TO NOTE DATE OF POSSIBLE MID-MONTH MEETING: Wednesday 22nd February at 7.45pm.

RECREATION GROUND PAVILION: Mr. Bill Stafford was welcomed to the meeting. He said that the grant application was still being amended. It was felt that the size and shape of the Pavilion would remain the same with an upgrade to the interior. The quotation for a pitched roof and extension had not yet been received but it was presumed that this would exceed £50,000. Mr. Cirrone said he would prefer to see the building with a pitched roof even if the extension was not possible. Mr. Stafford agreed but said he did not think this would be possible. The decision would be made once the estimate was received. Mrs. Chorley felt that more emphasis should be given to stressing how bad the interior was. Mr. Tolfree said that wording had to be chosen carefully for the application. Mr. Stafford said that if the application was successful, Sport England, would visit and see the state of the building as it is. Mr. Cirrone said consideration should be given to separate shower facilities but realised that unless the building was extended this was not possible. The Clerk said that the Parish Council did not help fund the Tennis Courts and confirmed that the Pavilion was officially opened on 25th June 1971.

Mr. Stafford was thanked for attending and left the meeting.
PUBLIC MEETING for the ISLAND PLAN and NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANS: Councillors felt this had been a very useful meeting, attended by 31 members of the public. One of the areas designated for regeneration was Ryde which should be added to the Notes made by the Clerk.

Discussions centred around the creation of a Neighbourhood Plan but it was resolved that this should be put on hold until after the Island Plan had been adopted when its contents could be read. It could be that this was sufficient to safeguard any potential land from development.
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DIAMOND JUBILEE: (a) Bonfire. No further updates had been received.
(b) Tea Party. Plans for this seemed to be well underway. It would be held at the bottom of Wilberforce Road; toilets would be available in Warnes Lane and in the Pavilion and all venues had been booked in case of rain. Entertainment was being organised.

(c) Mementos. The Clerk had sent coloured photos of mementos available from W.J. Nigh & Sons and from Diamond Jubilee Medals. Councillors resolved to ask for a sample bone china mug and a Gold Medal with Ribbon. Cllr. Bingham confirmed that funding towards mementos would not be forthcoming from the IW Council, as had been intimated at a recent meeting of Clerks.

TO RECEIVE AN UP-DATE ON THE WEBSITE: Mrs. Chorley said that the present website provider wished to give up website hosting. Enquiries to parishcouncil.net were not receiving responses. The web group had investigated the Isle of Wight Computer Geek, who had offered a service, and had found him to receive good accolades from everyone who was with him. If accepted he would retain the domain and register with 1 & 1 on-line, then rebuild the website and launch it, provide training and also put up information if required. Further support would be offered on a goodwill basis, as required. The Parish Council would own the copyright. 

The set-up fee would be £290 and the hosting costs in the region of £49 per annum, the latter could be less for the first year. The hosting costs had to be paid either by direct debit or credit card. The Clerk offered the use of her Credit Card for this payment. Occasional additional electronic backup to protect against a crash could be provided at £10 per time. The web group had looked at the terms and conditions and were happy with the security offered; the software was that commonly used and the site would be simple to use.

Mr. Cirrone proposed, seconded by Mr. Haviland that the IW Computer Geek be accepted. This was resolved by all Councillors.

ECONOMIC IMPROVEMENT FUND GRANT for the LIBRARY: Mrs. Chorley had provided several drafts on the Project Detail which was in two parts:- Part (i) was for a new computer and associated equipment including a full colour multi-function Laser Printer. In addition a Security System would be required. The former would be match funded by the Parish Council and the latter by the Museum Trust. 

Part (ii) was for new signage by the shop door, on the Museum door, the wall of Wayside Cottage and on the Finger Post Sign. These costs would be match funded by the Parish Council. Match-funding by the Parish Council would be taken from the £4000 set aside for the Library.

Once the costings for the Finger Post Sign had been received, the application would be submitted. This had to be signed off by Cllr. Bingham and the Parish Council Chairman and submitted by 17th February.

Mrs. Chorley was thanked for all her hard work on this project.

Cllr. Bingham said that additional money may be available for any other project after the 17th February. 

WARNES LANE TOILETS: The Clerk advised that Fountains, the Cleaning Contractors, had gone into Administration. The IW Council had arranged for the toilets in Newport and Ryde to be cleaned immediately, and others around the Island, a few days later. The IW Council advised that it had been unable to find a cleaner for Brighstone. The Clerk had obtained a price from Top Mopps of £10 per clean and had advised the IW Council of this. It had responded that it would fund alternate day cleans, if this was acceptable to Councillors. Councillors resolved that this was acceptable as an interim measure until new Contractors could be found, then cleans would continue daily as previously.

TO NOTE DATES FOR TRAINING: Messrs. Cirrone, Haviland, Tolfree and Mrs. Chorley were booked to attend Planning Implications of the Localism Bill on 9th February at the Riverside Centre. Mr. Cirrone was booked for the Planning and Neighbourhood Planning Training on 29th February at the Medina Valley Centre.

Additional training was being offered on the Localism Bill and implications regarding Planning on 28th February at the Memorial Hall, Freshwater. Mrs. Chorley wished to attend this.

TO RECEIVE ANY RESPONSE IN CONNECTION WITH LIABILITY FOR FALLEN TREES:

Liability would fall under the Public Liability Section which did not carry an Excess. Councillors resolved that Mr. Michael Pitman be asked if he wished to make a claim for damage to his fence by a fallen tree.
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TO RECEIVE RISK ASSESSMENT on TREES and ESTIMATES for UNDERTAKING WORK:

The Clerk said she had accompanied Mr. John Carver on his inspection and the trees and those he considered needed removing and/or trimming had been marked. Three estimates to undertake the work had been received:-

(a) £50 to cut the ivy on 2 trees at the base and not to remove, and to include all other work.

(b) £250 to completely remove the ivy on 2 trees and to include all other work.

(c) No charge in return for the wood.

Mr. Stevens proposed, seconded by Mrs. Chorley that (c) was accepted. This was resolved by all Councillors.

BRIGHSTONE STREAMS BANKS CLEARANCE:  The Payback Team had started work two weekends ago and would be visiting again this coming weekend. The boys had cut down two apple trees which should not have been touched. The Probation Service had agreed to a reduced payment of 50% as recompense. A pair of Wellingtons had gone missing from the Pavilion but this was only discovered a week later. The trailer, supplied by Mr. Bridges, had been moved along the footpath which could have caused a hazard. The Clerk to speak to the Supervisor.

TO RECEIVE ANY UP-DATE on VANDALISM to the CHRISTMAS TREE & LIGHTS: The Clerk said she had been contacted by the Police who had asked one of the offenders to contact her direct regarding compensation and how much the Parish Council was looking for. The Clerk had estimated £150 which some Councillors thought was insufficient but resolved that this amount was preferable to nothing. The Clerk expected the offender to make contact during the half-term holiday.

TO RECEIVE GRASS CUTTING QUOTATIONS FOR 2012: Two quotations had been received, the other two Contractors had declined to provide a quotation. The two received were (a) £192 plus VAT for each cut, guaranteed for 2 years and (b) £250 per cut guaranteed for 3 years. Councillors resolved to accept the quotation from Contractor (a).

TO RECEIVE RISK ASSESSMENT CHECKS: Grants were being applied for; goods ordered had been received; office equipment and documents were in good order and up-to-date.

TO DISCUSS the SALE of the OLD LIBRARY BUILDING: Cllr. Bingham said that it had been taken off the market for 6 months and a Community Asset Transfer was possible provided a Community Group/Groups met the criteria for its use. There would be no cost for the Transfer which would be on a Leasehold basis.

A Community Group might include the Church/Parish Council/Youth Worker/Police.

The Rev. O`Sullivan said that the Church was in need of an Office for the 5 Parishes and this sounded an ideal solution. Some Councillors felt that this would be too expensive for the Parish Council and not necessary. Others said the building would always be an expense and require odd jobs being undertaken, usually by volunteers. If the Parish Council became involved with this it would have an additional building to maintain. On the other hand, any new Clerk might need an office and another opportunity might not come along. Once the Library was settled into its new premises, there might be room for a Parish Office.

Cllr. Bingham said a strong commercial interest had been shown in the property.

Councillors resolved that the Church take the lead, show an interest in the Community Asset Transfer with the Parish Council being involved in discussions.

TO CONFIRM and AGREE ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT:

             

B`stone Rec. Ground Admin. C`ttee. Plumbing – Pavilion




  64.00

Mr. P. Hall – Parish Litter Warden  - Jan.






  82.50

Mrs. A. Mariner – Salary – Jan



337.00}


“
    Exps.       “



  80.00}



              417.00

TO RECEIVE FINANCIAL STATEMENT at 31st JANUARY: This was received. Mr. Tolfree said that he thought that the amount of £400 for tree maintenance for Ashley Way Copse should be £300. The Clerk confirmed that this was a typing error and apologised. Mr. Stevens said that under `Ring Fenced` items the word should read `seats`.
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TO RECEIVE FIFTH DRAFT BUDGET 2012/13: The figures were received. However, now that the grass cutting costs were known, these could be inserted which would reduce the figure from £4580 to £3768. In addition, now that the website provider had been agreed upon, this figure required to be increased from £250 to £340. The Precept figure required to be calculated, taking into account these changes.
IW CLLR`S. REPORT: Budget. The Council Tax would be frozen, also car parking charges. Money was going into Youth employment.

Waste Collections. Some of the rural areas had not received their Wheelie Bins but the towns` distributions had been a success. Anyone still experiencing problems should call the Helpline or contact Cllr. Bingham.

Mr. Tolfree said that greater clarification was required as to what could/could not be recycled as many items were made up of several different materials. The items mentioned on the cards recently sent to households were not clear. He thought an A-Z was required. Cllr. Bingham to investigate.

Hi-Speed Broadband. The Government had put in £3m, the IWC £3m and BT £8m for this to be extended to rural areas. The greater the interest shown the more likely was success. Cllr. Bingham asked everyone to register their interest on the website.

Speed Limit. Mr. Cirrone said that the new 40mph signs were in place but additional signs were on the side roads indicating 60mph which were not necessary. Cllr. Bingham said that these had to be erected, by law.

New Signs. Mr. Cirrone said that new signs had been erected when some of the existing signs were in good order. Cllr. Bingham said this was probably due to his complaints about the state of the signs in this area.

Width Restriction Sign. Mr. Bridges said this had been missing for some time, from Limerstone, and needed to be replaced. Cllr. Bingham to chase.

Felling of dead elms, Main Road, B`stone. A complaint had been received about the mess left by the Contractors and the exposure of a rusty hut. Cllr. Bingham did not consider any further move by the IWC.

TO RECEIVE REPORTS from REPS. ON OUTSIDE BODIES: IWALC. Mr. Stevens said he would be attending the next meeting.

Reading Room. A Secretary and Treasurer were required.

CORRESPONDENCE: Temp. Event Notice. Received for the Fete at the Seely Hall on 14th July.

Trees. Permission had been granted for reducing the height of 4 trees at Hunninghall, Hunnyhill, B`stone and for a Holm Oak to be pollarded at Myrtle Cottage, Brook. 

Eneco. A Public Exhibition would be held on 3rd March. Councillors were invited to attend  from 9-10am.

Royal Garden Party. Mr. George Cameron had been drawn to attend, with Mr. Cirrone as reserve.

IW CCG Questionnaire. Councillors were asked to complete this, then the Clerk would collate responses.

A Guide to Neighbourhood Planning. A second copy had been received, taken by Mr. Tolfree.

First Responders.  Mr. Ian Yeo, a Paramedic, had requested to attend a meeting. Councillors agreed.

OTHER MATTERS: The Church. Mr. Tolfree asked the Rev. O`Sullivan how the Church intended to be more involved in the community. Rev. O`Sullivan said that the School hoped to offer after-school activities in Chale and she had ideas for Good Neighbour Schemes. It was still early days and she still had to meet people and organisations.

Land at Limerstone. Mr. Bridges said that a building on this land appeared to be being developed.

Dog Fouling. Mr. Stevens said this was a nuisance again. To be mentioned in the Newsletter.

`Leaflets`. These were awaiting distribution by Rosemary Vineyard. Mrs. Chorley felt that a minor publicity launch for March was required so that people were aware of the leaflet. Mrs. Bentley said that small businesses should be asked to take leaflets to distribute to their clients. She would write a piece to go to the Chamber of Commerce and the AONB Unit.

`7`. Mr. Cirrone said that the two front ground floor windows had been replaced with UPVC French Doors. The Clerk said that the Area Compliance Officer was aware of this and would inspect.

WW Beacon. The Clerk asked whether Councillors wished her to write for the Beacon. To be an Agenda Item for the March Meeting.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: None.

TO NOTE DATE of NEXT MEETING:  14th March at 7.30pm in Brighstone School Hall.

There being no further business,  the Chairman thanked everyone and closed the Meeting at 9.15pm.
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