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Thanks again for reading. Again, I’d like to place the obligatory reference to my first column explaining my methodology here.

The updated database statistics can be found here.


The database is now complete beginning on January 1, 1987 up to (but not including) WrestleMania III on March 29, 1987. At this point, the data has reached a point where, for the most active wrestlers, conclusions can begin to be drawn about their pushes in 1987 WWF. Much of what has come out of this analysis is utterly unsurprising; however, several records in the database do not coincide with at least my own, and I imagine some of yours, recollections of where certain workers were slotted in 1987. Given adjacent to the wrestler’s name are his adjusted win pct, adjusted push pct, and the WWF averages for those statistics. Keep in mind that the adjusted percentages adjust directly for opponent quality and indirectly for face/heel designation.
Blackjack Mulligan – (.3786/.4444/.0748/.0913) 2006 WWE Hall of Famer Mulligan made a brief return to the Fed in 1987 and proceeded to author a line of 21-0-2 over the year’s first three months. Considering Mulligan was not on the WrestleMania III card, it’s easy to overlook his tenure in the WWF and the incredible success he had. Mulligan is the only talent in the database with at least three entries to be undefeated (Hulk Hogan lost once, via DQ, to Kamala) and it appears the WWF had big plans for him over the coming months; however, Mulligan for the second time walked out of the promotion around May or June after doing his first jobs to Randy Savage. Considering the bias toward larger wrestlers at the time and given Mulligan’s natural charisma, it’s baffling why he walked away from what appeared to be a lucrative opportunity in a red hot wrestling company. 
Ricky “The Dragon” Steamboat – (-.1133/-.0278/.0748/.0913) The lack of push for Ricky Steamboat was perhaps the most surprising result I have so far came across. Steamboat’s record just doesn’t mesh with that of a guy who was about to win the Intercontinental Championship and who worked his share of main events. Particularly curious was his heads up record versus WrestleMania opponent Randy Savage: five wins to thirteen losses, seven of which were clean jobs. I would have expected a series of non-title wins, DQ wins and a total lack of clean jobs in those encounters. As an aside, Savage and Steamboat’s 20 matches were the most frequent combination in a WWF match to date; Hogan & Kamala and Billy Jack Haynes & Hercules each wrestled 17 times. In theory, a babyface IC champion should be the company’s number two babyface, Steamboat ranks tenth among qualified babyfaces by APP. Ultimately that may be to Steamboat’s credit that he achieved such a high level of popularity given a relatively tepid push. 
Hercules – (.3595/.4343/.0748/.0913) – With the exception of newcomers Demolition, Hercules was the most pushed WWF heel in 1987. Considering Herc never once wrestled near the top of a WWF pay-per-view, questions arise. The explanation for the push is rather simple: the bookers were simply heating up Hercules for main events with Hulk Hogan. There are seven such matches in the site’s results section for the first part of 1987, with Hogan predictably emerging victorious in all seven. Excluding the Hogan matches from our database would give Hercules an adjusted APP in the rarified air of 60%, a main eventer-type number. Essentially house results involving Hercules predicted his ascent into the main event which speaks to one of the main purposes of this work; using objective statistics to forecast future booking. A few more quick reads now.
Can-Am Connection – (.4113/.3969/.0748/.0913) Their overall record is a sparkling 25-1-3 with only one loss to the Hart Foundation via outside interference. Babyface tag teams won a higher percentage of matches than singles babyfaces for some reason, so opponent adjustment knocks their adjusted numbers down a bit. Still, it’s plain to see they were ticketed for the tag titles until Tom Zenk quit the company. 

Junkyard Dog (-.2116/-.2920/.0748/.0913) Much lower than I would expect for a former top babyface, both in WWF and in Mid-South.

Honky Tonk Man – (.1396/.0798/.0748/.0913) There is a perception that HTM was basically booked as a joke and non-threat until he won the Intercontinental title in the summer. Not always so. 

Kamala – (-.0353/.0476/.0748/.0913) Kamala’s statistics fall just below the league’s norms despite a 3-19-4 record. That’s the opponent adjustment at work as over half of his matches were against the unbeatable Hulk Hogan.
