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YEAR TWO

1. Philippians 3:10-14

2. Ephesians 5:16-17; Philippians 3:7-9

3. 1 Thessalonians 4:3; Romans 12:1-2

4. Ephesians 4:29; James 1:26; Proverbs 17:28; 1 Peter 3:10

5. Psalm 1

6. Proverbs 28:22; 28:27; 2 Corinthians 9:6-7

7. 2 Corinthians 13:5; James 2:18-20

8. Colossians 3:16-17; Philippians 1:9-10

9. Ephesians 6:10-13

10. Colossians 3:1-3; Job 31:1

11. Exodus 20:1-3

12. Psalm 13

13. Proverbs 6:9-11

14. Matthew 16:24-25; Thessalonians 3:10

15. Nehemiah 4:4-6, 9

16. 1 Timothy 6:11-12; 2 Timothy 4:7-8

17. Philippians 4:8-9; 13, 19

All Scripture must be memorized before the class. Sometimes we will quote them orally. Every member will quote at least two times in a year.

You may use any of the following translations for memorization purposes: KJV, NASB, NKJV, NIV.

 TC “Introduction”THEME VERSE:

“And the things that thou hast heard from me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also” (2 Tim 2:2).
For the next several months, we will make every effort possible to encourage you to be one of the faithful men mentioned in this verse.  It will require a serious dedication on your part to be such a man.  Yet, the time invested will be beneficial for both now and eternity.

Be diligent in your attendance as well as in the completion of the assignments.

PURPOSES:

1.  help fulfill 2 Timothy 2:2

2.  help build godly men

3.  help the church raise up godly leaders

4.  help the home

5.  challenge the believer about the cost of following Christ

6.  raise up men willing to be bold for Christ

7.  assist in the eldership training of the church

REQUIREMENTS:

1.  Commit to every meeting. If you must miss, it is your responsibility to meet with your prayer partner and make up the meeting.  You are not to attend the next class until you have done so.

2.  Do all the work carefully and completely.

3.  Develop a prayer and accountability partner.

4.  Have an approved ministry in MABC.

5.  If you miss more than two meetings, you will have to take the entire year again.

6.  This class is a priority. You must make every effort to put your heart into this training.  It is only for a total of three years (if you go through all the classes).  Jesus taught His disciples for three years, and during this time they had to sacrifice.  Make up your mind to do the same.

7.  Supply your e-mail address

 TC “A Call to be a Man with a Mission”We do not know who it was who had this dream, but the unknown dreamer could be any one of us, could it not?

I saw in a dream that I was in the Celestial City, though when and how I was transmitted there I could not tell. I was one of the great multitude that no man could number, from all countries and peoples and times and ages. 

Somehow I found myself standing next to a man who had been in heaven for two thousand years. “Who are you?” I said to him. We understood each other, for we both spoke the heavenly language.

“I,” said he, “was a Roman Christian. I was one who died in Nero’s persecutions. They covered me with pitch and fastened me to a stake and set me on fire to light up Nero’s gardens.”

“How awful!” I exclaimed.

“No, no,” said he.  “I was glad to do something for the Lord Jesus. He died on the cross for me.”

The man on the other side then spoke. “I’ve been in heaven only a few hundred years.  I came from an island in the South Seas, Erromanga. John Williams, a missionary, came and told me about the Lord Jesus, and I learned to love Him. My fellow countrymen killed the missionary, and they caught and bound me. I was beaten until I fainted and they thought that I was dead, but I revived. The next day they came and took off my head and cooked my body and ate it.”

“Oh, how terrible!” I said.

“No,” he answered.  “I was glad to die a Christian. You see, the missionaries had told me that the Lord Jesus was scourged and crowned with thorns for me.”

Then they turned to me and said, “What did you suffer for Him?  Did you sell what you had and with the money send men like John Williams to tell the heathen about the Lord Jesus?” I was speechless. And while they both were looking at me, I awoke. It was a dream. But I lay on my soft bed for hours thinking of the money I had wasted on my own pleasures, on my extra clothing, on my many luxuries, and I realized that I did not know what the words of the Lord Jesus meant, “If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me” (Matt. 16:24).

Maybe this is not a dream after all.
 

 TC “Second Year Schedule”
1.  Introduction – Your first year is complete. Congratulations! But the second year, for many, is the most difficult. The reason is after finishing one year, there is a tendency to relax or fall short. Let’s work hard.

2.  Time Management and Priorities – We want to talk about the importance of priorities and time usage.  What are to be our priorities?

3.  Decision Making and the Will of God – This is a troublesome area for most believers.  Are we making more out of His will than we should be? 

4.  The Tongue and Judging One Another – What is the true balance of when to speak and when to keep silent? 

5.  Leaving Our First Love, Victory, and Meditation – What do these have in common?

6.  Finances and Tithing – Do we understand that all money belongs to the Lord?  If He owns the cattle on a thousand hills, what about the need of giving to the Lord? 

7.  Evaluation – Do we ever do this enough?  Is there a good way? 

8.  Deception and Discernment – It is obvious that we are in the last days and deception is a serious threat.  Are we prepared? 

9.  Standing Alone and Commitment – Are we willing to be like Daniel? 

10.  How to Avoid the Sin of Adultery – We might all be tempted, but do we have to fall in this area? 

11.  Values – We hear so much today about family values and values in general.  Are there some common values we need to develop? 

12.  Depression, Stress, and Burnout – Sound familiar? 

13.  Slothfulness – This may tie in with item number two. 

14.  Discipling Others – Are we just like the Dead Sea? 

15.  Nehemiah – We will do a study of the life of Nehemiah.  What does he have to offer us after so many years of history? 

16.  1 and 2 Timothy – These are classic writings to the church about men.  We will explore and discover the types of men in these books. 

17.  Integrity – Does anyone believe in this anymore? 

If I were to commit to meet with one man for one year, studying together, praying together, walking in accountability, we would both grow and be strengthened.  At the end of that year, I release him to disciple another man, and I find a new disciple myself.  At the end of two years we have three new disciples.  Having encouraged, trained, equipped, and discipled these men, we all four venture to disciple four more men.  So, at the end of the three years, seven new disciples have been nurtured in Christ.

Watch this…

At the end of ten (10) years, we will have 1,024 disciples
At the end of fifteen (15) years, we will have 32,768 disciples
At the end of twenty (20) years, we will have 1,048,576 disciples

and

At the end of thirty (30) years, we will have 


Over one billion disciples for Christ.

So, what are we waiting for? 
ASSIGNMENTS:

1. Write out an evaluation of your personal walk.  When did you come to know Christ?  How have you grown since then, and how are you planning to grow from this day forward (page 11)?

2. Make a list of men you would like to impact for Christ.  Make a covenant with the Lord to pray for these men and begin to make an attempt to serve them (page 12).

 TC “Personal Evaluation”
 TC “Most Wanted Men”
 TC “Session One – Introduction”
SESSION ONE

INTRODUCTION
Your first year is complete. 
Congratulations! 
But the second year, for many, 
is the most difficult. The reason 
is after finishing one year, there
is a tendency to relax or fall short. 
Let’s work hard.

I. REVIEW OF YOUR FIRST YEAR
A.  Scripture Memory
1. There is a good chance that several things happened last year during your   Scripture memory.

a. You realized you can memorize Scripture.

b. You memorized more Scripture last year than you have in your  entire    Christian life.

c. You may not be able to recall every verse now, but at one  time, you had each verse down.

d. The Holy Spirit is able to recall that verse for you at His will.

e. It would behoove you to review last year’s verses periodically.

f. You never know how those Scriptures may have saved you from a sin that you may not even have been aware of.
2. Now you have another year to add more Scriptures to your memory.

3. Make a covenant today to memorize those verses verbatim.
4. Make a commitment to memorize in a greater way than last year.

5. What plan are you going to use to master your verses this year?

B.  Lessons
1. How many classes did you miss your first year?

2. Are you satisfied with how diligent you were in your lessons?

3. Do you believe God was pleased with your efforts?
4. What do you plan to do differently this year?

C.  Accountability

1.  The first year is really a trial and error with accountability.

2.  This year, we hope to take it to a new level.

3.  Here is what we would encourage you to do:

a. Meet after every class

1) Pray together

2) Discuss the lesson

3) Check on your partner

b. Make periodic contact

1) Phone calls

2) Check on at church

3) Meet together

c. If you miss a class, you must meet with your partner before coming to the next night’s class.

4.  Will you commit to be more diligent in holding your prayer partner to a deeper level of accountability?
D.  The Lessons We Covered Last Year

1.  Assurance of salvation

a. You need to be certain you are saved. Do you have any questions about your salvation?

2.  Discipleship
a. Do you have a better understanding of Matthew 28:19-20?

b. Are you striving to become a disciple of Christ?

3.  How to study the Bible

a. How is your personal Bible study time?

b. Did you have regular studies throughout the summer?

4.  Prayer
a. How is your prayer life?

b. What would you like to see improve in this area?

5.  Church
a. Before continuing this year, you must be a member of the church.

b. Have you attended the membership class?

6.  Commands of Christ

a. Do you take seriously the Ten Commandments?
b. What about Jesus’ commandments while He was on the earth?

7.  Dying to self

a. What does this mean?

b. On a scale of 1-10, where are you in this process?

8.  Evangelism
a. How shall they hear if no one tells them?

b. When was the last time you shared your faith?

9.  Accountability
a. Do you understand now why accountability is important?

b. How serious are you going to be about accountability?

10.  The Christian Life
a. Are you growing in Christ?

b. Do you see yourself as mediocre?

11.  Habits and purity

a. Are you struggling with any particular sin?

b. What are you doing or plan to do about it?

12.  Surrender and humility
a. “God resists the proud, But gives grace to the humble (Jam 4:6).
b. How important is this verse to you?

13.  Why do we face the things that we do?

a. Have you ever asked this question?

b. What is your answer?

14.  Pride
a. Is having pride such a big deal?

b. Do you see arrogance as one of your problem areas?

15.  Spiritual Gifts

a. You have a spiritual gift or several spiritual gifts.
b. Do you know what your gift(s) are, and are you using them?

16.  Joy and Happiness

a. What is the difference?

b. Do you have the joy of the Lord?

II. LOOKING AHEAD TO THIS YEAR
A.  Reviewing the Upcoming List of Classes for Men with a Mission 2
1. What class do you think you will anticipate most?
2. What class scares you the most?

3. What one class do you think you need the most?

B. Commitment Time
1. Will you make a serious commitment to your Scripture memory?

2. Will you make a serious commitment to your lessons?
3. Will you make a serious commitment to your attendance?

4. Will you make a serious commitment to accountability?

C. Encouragement

1. You have finished year one—Congratulations!

2. Now the first year excuses are over.

3. You have completed one year of Bible study.

4. You should know what it means to memorize Scripture.

5. You should know what it means to study.

6. You should know what it means to be faithful.

7. Let’s finish well.

 TC “Session Two – Time Management and Priorities”
SESSION TWO

TIME MANAGEMENT AND PRIORITIES

How often do we hear that we 
just don’t have enough time?  
Have we lost a sense of the urgency of 
priorities, or are we encumbered 
with the tyranny of the urgent?

I.  UNDERSTANDING THE BREVITY OF LIFE

A.  Just for Thought



If one lives to be 70 years of age and is an average person, he spends:




23 years sleeping




19 years working




  9 years playing




  6 years traveling




  6 years eating




  4 years sick




  2 years dressing himself




  1 year in the house of the Lord



Make several conclusions about this thought.

Time is precious; don’t waste it!

B.  Diary Week

1.  Over the next seven days, chronicle your time

2.  You don’t need to be accountable for every second, but try to keep a close watch over your time.  Cover it in increments of 15 minutes.  Use the bottom of this page and the next sheet.

DIARY CONTINUED

II.  A BIBLE STUDY OF TIME AND PRIORITIES

A.  Concordance Research

1.  Look in your concordance and find at least 20 references to time.

1. Creation of time (Gen 1)
2. Remember how short my time is (Ps 89:47)
3. Set time (Ps 102:13)
4. A time… (Eccl 3:1-8)
5. Die before your time (Eccl 7:17)
6. To every purpose there is a time (Eccl 8:6)
7. Man knoweth not his time (Eccl 9:12)
8. From that time forth, Jesus…death (Matt 16:21)
9. My time is at hand (Matt 26:18)
10. In due time, Christ died (Rom 5:6)
11. Sufferings of this present time (Rom 8:18)
12. It is time to wake up (Rom 13:11)
13. Time is short (1 Cor 7:29)
14. Fullness of time (Gal 4:4)
15. Redeem the time (Eph 5:16)
16. Time will come (2 Tim 4:3)
17. A little time (Jas 4:14)
18. Time no longer (Rev 10:6)
19. Satan has a short time (Rev 12:12)
20. Time is at hand (Rev 22:10)
2.  Draw at least ten conclusions about time from these references.

See above

B.  The Biblical View of Priorities

1.  What do you believe is an accurate picture of priorities in a Christian’s life?  Who is first, second, etc?
There is only one priority:  Jesus.

2.  How can you support this biblically?

Matthew 22:34–40

Matthew 16:24–28

Luke 14:25–33

3.  List at least five statements that Jesus said about priorities.

1. God was to be supreme (Matt 22:34-40)

2. Avoid letting the temporal steal the eternal (Matt 16:26)

3. Lose your life (Matt 16:25)

4. Obey Him (Matt 28:19-20)

5. Beware of wasting your life and soul (Matt 7:21-23)

C.  Jesus and Time

1.  Was Jesus time-oriented?  Explain your answer.

Yes.

Matthew 26:45 – the hour

John 2:4

John 4:21

John 4:23

John 5:25

John 5:28

John 7:30

John 8:20

John 12:23

John 12:27

John 13:1

John 16:32

John 17:1

2.  What were Jesus’ priorities?

To please the Father  
To glorify Him  
To do His will, which was:

the cross

to train the twelve disciples

to fulfill the law

to confront the religious leaders

to defeat Satan

3.  What did Jesus say about time, and how did it affect His call?

Stay focused (cf. Heb 12:1-2).

Know why you are here and do it!

D.  What are your conclusions about your time?

My time is His.

I have no time.

It is all about Him!
 TC “Session Three – Decision-Making and the Will of God”
SESSION THREE

DECISION-MAKING AND THE WILL OF GOD

For many believers, their lack of 
decision-making causes them to 
be ineffective and sometimes paralyzed 
in their walk with the Lord.  
Is there an answer?

I.  A GENERAL INTRODUCTION TO DECISION-MAKING

A.  Answering Some Key Questions

1.  How many “wills” does God have?  Explain.

Two thoughts:

1. Perfect will – what He “wishes”

2. Permissive will – what He permits

or

Only one will whereby He weaves all things together

2.  What do we learn about God’s will from these verses?




1 Corinthians 16:8-9

Look for open doors.



2 Corinthians 2:12-13

Paul looked for open doors and went through them.




Colossians 4:3

God opens the door.
3.  What can we learn about Jonah and the “open door”?

 Jonah went to flee from God and just happened to find a ship going in the other direction (Jonah 1:3).  Then it must be God’s will, right? Not necessarily.
4.  What about Gideon’s method in Judges 6?  What conclusions can we draw from his method?

Fleece (Judg 6:36-40)
Is it for today?

He didn’t have the Holy Spirit.

He didn’t have any church history.

He didn’t have the completed Word.

He didn’t have Jesus’ example.

5.  Where does commonsense play in the overall process?

You wouldn’t:


go to a strip joint to witness


steal money to give to the poor

but

common sense would never have walked around Jericho.


common sense would never believe Mary was a virgin.


common sense would never have believed in the resurrection.

6.  List some “things” God used in Scripture to get His children’s attention.

Abraham – the offering

Joseph – Egypt

Moses – desert, burning bush

David – discipline

Peter – rooster

Paul – himself (on the road to Damascus)

7.  Is “waiting” on the Lord the same as “wasting” time?  Explain.

True waiting on the Lord is never wasting time 
(Isa 40:28-31; 64:4; cf. 1 Cor 2:9) Wait = love

Notice the many calls in Psalms to wait on the Lord:


Psalm 25:3


Psalm 27:14


Psalm 37:7


Psalm 52:9


Psalm 62:5

8.  Can two believers disagree and both be right? Explain.

Possibly—it  all has to do with how serious the issue.
Two believers cannot both be right about His will.
There is not one example in Scripture where two believers disagreed and both were right.

9.  Does Scripture ever say that we are to “seek God’s will”?  Why?

It says we are to seek God and do His will.

If we seek Him, we will know His will.  However, it is possible to see a will (an action) and miss Him.

10.  Where does the lack of peace play into the process?

If we are walking with Him, we have peace.

A lack of peace means we are out of His will.

B.  Some Misconceptions About God’s Will   (Discuss)
1.  Syllabus search idea – Our whole life is all mapped out like a syllabus.

2.  Celestial killjoy – The fear that God’s will may not be pleasant, so there is a fear to really search for it.

3.  Bionic spiritual one – The “key” folks in the body of Christ are the only ones to really know His will.

4.  White haired ones – Only they can discern His will.

5.  Presidential caliber – Only matters of utmost importance matter to God enough for Him to reveal His will.

6.  Worm mindset – I am too unworthy to hear His will.

7.  Lightning flash perspective – It will come with a bolt of lightning.

8.  It’s too late – I have missed so many in the past, what’s the use.

C.  Some Principles Regarding Decision-Making

1.  Joshua 9:14 - Seek His counsel.
2.  1 Samuel 16:7 - Man looks on the outward appearance – beware!
3.  Psalm 37:4 - Delight in the Lord, and He will give us our desires.
4.  Psalm 40:8 - I delight to do His will.
5.  Psalm 66:18 - Sin hinders our communication with God.
6.  Proverbs 16:33 - God will cast the lot if we let Him.
7.  Proverbs 20:5; 27:17, 19; Hebrews 13:7 - Get counsel and let iron sharpen iron for discernment.
8.  Isaiah 40:28-31 - Wait on the Lord.
9.  Matthew 5:6 - If we hunger, we will be filled.
10.  Matthew 6:25-34 - Seek Him!
11.  Matthew 12:39 - Watch seeking signs for all the wrong reasons.
12.  Matthew 17:14-21 - Prayer and fasting
13.  Matthew 22:34-40 - Love Him.
14.  Luke 14:28-32 - Count the cost. Use common sense.
15.  John 14:15-18 - Spirit of Truth
16.  Acts 16:6-10 - Spirit allowed them not (v. 7); vision (v. 9)
17.  Romans 12:1-2 - Present your body a living sacrifice.
18.  Romans 12:3-8 - Know your place.
19.  Colossians 3:15 - Let the “peace of God” rule in you.
20.  Hebrews 13:17 - Be under authority.
II.  THE BIBLE AND THE WILL OF GOD

A.  What does the Bible say is the will of God?

Example:  Present your bodies a living sacrifice (Rom 12:1-2)
Do well and silence foolish men (1 Pet 2:15)
Do the will of God from the heart (Eph 6:6)
Give thanks (1 Thess 5:18)
Giving ourselves to others (2 Cor 8:5)
Abstain from sexual impurity (1 Thess 4:3)
Stand perfect and complete (Col 4:12)
People get saved (2 Pet 3:9)
Learn how to handle difficulty (1 Pet 2:20-21)
Love one another (1 John 3:23)
B.  Give at least seven principles to be used in discerning God’s will.

Word of God (Ps 119:105, 130)
Spirit of God (1 John 5:14, 15; Rom 8:26-27)
Gifts of God (1 Cor 12:7; 1 Peter 4:10)
Saints of God (Prov 11:14; 15:22; 24:6)
Circumstances of God (Rom 8:28-29; Gen 50:20)
Does God have a precise “will” for every decision we make, or are we to seek His will for major decisions and use our own common sense for minor decisions? See if you can detect which of the following actual situations involved major decisions and which involved minor decisions.



Situation




      Answer



	A tragic accident occurred where two brothers were killed. Both men were married  leaving behind two young widows. The first widow decided to remarry. The second widow had to choose whether to find a new husband or to live with her depressed mother-in-law. She chose to stay with her mother-in-law. Is this a major or minor decision?


	The young woman was Ruth and the mother-in-law was Naomi. If Ruth had not chosen to stay with her mother-in-law, she would not have received the wise instruction of going to Boaz and eventually becoming his wife. This was a major decision.

	A young man in a very prominent position ordered his staff to travel to another country to conduct business. The young man needed to join the staff on the trip but decided not to go with his staff. He chose to enjoy some leisurely time at home. Is this a major or minor decision?


	The young man in this case was David. If he had chosen to go on the trip with his soldiers, he would not have been on the rooftop to have seen Bathsheba and therefore would not have fallen into adultery and murder. This was a major decision.



	A young lady was asked by a friend of the family for a drink of water. She noticed that he was not the only thirsty one, and she wondered whether she should offer each of the others a drink as well. She decided to give water to the whole group. Is this a major or minor decision?


	The young lady was Rebekah. When Abraham’s servant asked for a drink of water, Rebekah could have simply fulfilled his request.  By taking the initiative and giving water to all in his party, she qualified to become Isaac’s wife.  The simple action of offering water changed the course of her life.  Thus, it was a major decision.




.
 TC “Session Four – The Tongue and Judging”
SESSION FOUR

THE TONGUE AND JUDGING

Very few believers admit they 
have their tongue under control.  
Yet, we also know that we are 
called to lovingly confront others.  
How do the two go together?

I.  UNDERSTANDING THE BIBLE AND JUDGING

A.  An Introductory Story - borrowed from the characters of C. S. Lewis in his timeless work: The Screwtape Letters.

Wormwood:  Believers have so many weapons at their disposal.  It is difficult to neutralize them.  It takes a huge effort just to slow the work of a single Christian.

Screwtape:  Your one on one approach is inefficient.  This is the age of Madison Avenue and mass marketing.  If you can undermine their whole group at once, then you’ve accomplished something.

Wormwood:  Unfortunately, I’m not highly productive.  In the time it takes me to frustrate one believer, I could be tempting a dozen heathens.

Screwtape:  Don’t lose heart, Wormwood.  We are implementing a plan to impair the whole church with a single ploy.

Wormwood:  I don’t see how that will be possible.  The Christians that I’ve seen are dedicated to warning others about Hell.  It’s all I can do just to get one of them distracted for a short time.

Screwtape:  We are going to use their Leader’s own words.

Wormwood:  No!  Please don’t.  Don’t even joke about using His Words.  I can’t take it.

Screwtape:  If you’re ever going to grow up to be an effective demon, you’re going to have to learn to use the Enemy’s Words against Him.

Wormwood:  It just seems to be so dangerous.  Which words are you going to use?

Screwtape:  “Judge not!”

Wormwood:  I don’t understand why He would tell them not to judge.  That’s confusing.  He commanded His followers to rebuke, admonish and judge hundreds of times in His Book.  And that’s what they’re out there doing.  And I might add, it’s causing me a lot of grief.

Screwtape:  When their Leader said those Words, He was speaking to hypocrites.  “Judge not…you hypocrite,” as He said later in the same paragraph.

Wormwood:  Yeah, but how are we going to use those words to neutralize the whole church?

Screwtape:  We are going to get them to ignore the fact that He was talking to hypocrites.  He said that hypocrites should not judge, at least not until they stop doing the wrong deed themselves.  But we are going to make them think that none of them should judge.

Wormwood:  That’s brilliant, if you can pull it off.  I mean, if we can get them to stop judging, then they won’t rebuke a believer in sin and sin will become more acceptable, and their impact to the dark side will be minimized.  Those who judge another believer will be viewed as narrow and legalistic.

Screwtape:  It is even more brilliant than you realize.  If we can seduce believers into following the instructions for hypocrites, we will actually be turning them into hypocrites.  They will be claiming to be walking in the Light, but not confronting the darkness.  The dark will become much more tolerable for them, and they won’t notice it after a while.  With the darkness more obvious, they will give in to it more and more.

Wormwood:  Ha.  I’m excited.  When do we start?

Screwtape:  Everything is already underway.  Just do your part.

Wormwood:  And that is…?

Screwtape:  Make sure your targets read as little of the Book as possible.   Don’t get too worried if they stick to their favorite twenty verses or so.  But make sure that they remain ignorant of the Bible as a whole.

Wormwood:  Master, you are brilliant.

Screwtape:  Not really.  The believer is easy to deceive.

B.  What Does the Bible Say?

1.  Exodus 18:25-26 – And they judged (Moses called them to do so!)
2.  Deuteronomy 1:16-17 – Judge righteously.
3.  Proverbs 24:25 – Those who rebuke the wicked will have delight.
4.  Ezekiel 16:52 – Don’t judge others and do worse.  Here is a key why judging is not happening—our lives are worse.
5.  Ezekiel 44:24 – Stand as judges
6.  Matthew 7:1-12 – The key is what judgment you use (v.2).
First remove the plank in your own eye and then judge (v. 5). Would you rather be judged now or later (v. 12)?
7.  Matthew 12:41 –Judgment
8.  Luke 7:43 – Jesus commended Simon for judging correctly.
9.  Luke 12:56-57 – Judge what is right!
10.  John 7:24 – Judge not according to outward appearances.  Do judge with righteous judgment.
11.  Romans 12:9 – Hate evil.
12.  1 Corinthians 2:15-16 – The spiritual judgeth all.
13.  1 Corinthians 6:2-5 – Saints will judge the world.  Saints will judge the angels.  If you are going to do all this – start now!
14.  1 Timothy 5:24 – Judgment
15.  Revelation 20:4 – Judgment was given to them.


Can you add any other Scriptures to this list?

C.  How does the judgment seat of Christ play into this?  If our brother or sister is going to one day appear before Christ, should we help prepare them for that day?  Is that our role?

Great discussion section.

D.  Other Scriptural Thoughts

1.  What do these Scriptures warn us about regarding judging?




Matthew 7:1-2 – With what we judge, we will be judged.




Romans 2:1 – If we judge, don’t do the same!

1 Corinthians 11:31-32 – To keep us from being condemned with the world



Galatians 6:1 – Consider yourself.



1 Timothy 1:19 – Paul judged them.
2.  What are some other fears about judging that we need to be cautious about?

Motives

Concern

Right information

II.  GUARDING THE TONGUE

A.  A Bible study on the tongue. Find the principle in each verse.

NOTE:
Just because we have the responsibility of confrontation and judging, that doesn’t make us God.  Only He has the right to be Judge and Juror and Sentencer. We need to guard what we say and how we say it so that the message does not get lost in the process.
1.  Proverbs 13:3 – Guard your mouth
2.  Proverbs 15:1, 4 – Soft answer
3.  Proverbs 15:23 – Word spoken in due season
4.  Proverbs 17:28 – Even a fool who holds his mouth is considered wise.
5.  Proverbs 18:8 – Talebearer
6.  Proverbs 18:13 – Don’t answer too quickly
7.  Proverbs 21:23 – Guard your mouth
8.  Proverbs 29:20 – Beware of being hasty
9.  Matthew 12:36 – Every idle word
10.  Ephesians 4:29 – Let us use wholesome words
11.  James 1:26 – Bridle the tongue
12.  1 Peter 3:10 – Refrain
B.  Taming the Tongue

NOTE:
James says that no man can tame the tongue, yet that doesn’t mean that we shouldn’t give an effort.  Give several suggestions as to how:

Memorize verses

Ask your mate for help

Pray
 TC “Session Five – Leaving Your First Love”
SESSION FIVE

LEAVING OUR FIRST LOVE

One of the easiest things a believer 
can do is let to his spiritual life slide.  
It really takes no effort.  
In all actuality, it is the heart of the problem.

I.  OUR FIRST LOVE

A.  Who is to be our first love?

1.  Answer:  Jesus Christ is to be our first love.
2.  Cite five verses that support this truth.

Matthew 22:37

Ephesians 6:24

1 Peter 1:18

1 John 4:19

Matthew 10:37

B.  Who was the church in the New Testament that lost its first love?

Ephesus (Rev 2:1-7)
C.  Why did this church lose its first love?

Discuss

D.  Using these verses, list the evidence that shows that someone is not walking closely to the Lord.
1.  Psalm 10:4 –. The wicked, though the pride of his countenance, will not seek after God: God is not in all his thoughts. (My thoughts do not reflect on the Lord.)
2.  Psalm 42:1 – As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my soul after thee, O God.(When I don’t long for fellowship in God’s Word or in prayer.)
3.  Matthew 24:12 – And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold. (When I become complacent to sinful conditions around me.)
4.  Matthew 25:40, John 13:34 – And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me (Matt 25:40);  A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another’ as I have love you, that ye also love one another (Jn 13:34).(When I don’t treat others as I would treat the Lord.)
5.  Mark 12:30 – And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first commandment. (I love others more than I love God.)
6.  John 14:15, 15:10 – If you love me, keep my commandments (Jn 14:15); If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father’s commandments, and abide in his love (Jn 15:10). (When I continue in sin that I know displeases the Lord.)
7.  John 14:21 – He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father; and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him. (When I begin to see God’s commandments as restrictions  rather than His love and protection.)
8.  John 15:19; 1 John 2:15 – If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you (Jn 15:19); Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him (1 Jn 2:15). (When I look for the approval of man rather than the approval of the Lord.)
9.  John 15:20 – Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will keep yours also. (When I choose to not share Christ because I fear rejection.)
10.  Romans 14:15 – But if thy brother be grieved with thy meat, now walkest thou not charitably. Destroy not him with thy meat, for whom Christ died. (When I know I am doing something which is offending a weaker brother and I don’t care.)
11.  John 3:17 – For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved. (When I do not willingly give the needs of others.)
12.  1 John 4:20 – If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen? (When I am unable to forgive another for offending me.)
E.  Study the nation of Israel 

1.  Read over the book of Joshua.

2.  Israel veered off the path in this book.

3.  List as many reasons as possible to determine why this happened.

Sin of Ai (Josh 7:1)
The Gibeonites’ deception (Josh 9:14)
Implication—as the leaders died off, the people began to drift
(Josh 24:31).
Failures:  Either to teach or to be taught

II.  A KEY TO MAINTAINING OUR LOVE FOR THE LORD

A.  Many Keys

1.  There are many different key reasons believers lose their love for the Lord based upon each believer’s uniqueness to Christ. Yet the overall key has to be that they lost attentiveness to the daily presence of the Lord.

2.  How does this happen?   How can it be avoided?

Lack of careful reading

Lack of careful prayer

Lack of careful worship

Lack of careful devotion

If your reading, prayer, worship, and devotion are routine, then you can lose your joy.
B.  Practicing the Presence of God

1.  Look up sheep in an encyclopedia.

2.  List as many qualities as you can find that parallel a believer to sheep.

C.  Learning the Practice of Meditation

1.  Define the word meditate.

A quiet reflection upon Scripture (Ps 119:99)
Prayerful reviewing of Scripture (1 Tim 4:15)
Communing with God in the language of His own words 
(Ps 119:48)
Building your day and night around Scripture (Ps 119:97)
2.  How does it relate to biblical things?

 God’s word is not to be studied in a hurry!



3.  How can you apply this to help guard your tendency to drift?

Discuss



 TC “Session Six – Finances and Giving”
SESSION SIX

FINANCES AND GIVING

It has been said that you can tell 
a lot about a man’s walk 
with the Lord by how he 
handles his finances, or 
how he does not handle them.

I. THE STRESS OF FINANCES

A.  Read Through the Parables of Jesus

1.  How many are connected to finances?

Sixteen of 38 parables

One out of ten verses in the Gospels

In the Bible, there are 500 verses on prayer, 500 verses on faith, and over 2000 on money and possessions.

There is no good parable regarding the rich.

2.  Sum up Jesus’ main thoughts about finances.

Emphasis on reward in heaven (Matt 5:12)

Be a giver (Matt 5:42)

Give secretly (Matt 6:2-4)

Avoid laying up treasures on earth (Matt 6:19-21)

You cannot serve two masters (Matt 6:24)

Do not put your life first (Matt 6:25-30)

Seek His kingdom (Matt 6:33)

Ask from the Lord and He will give (Matt 7:9-11)

Beware of gaining whole world and losing your soul (Matt 16:26)

Pay your taxes (Matt 17:24-27)

It’s hard for the rich to go to heaven (Matt 19:23)

Invest well (Matt 20:1-16)

Giving will be remembered by the Lord (Matt 25:35-45)

Woe to the rich (Luke 6:24)

Where your treasure is, there is your heart (Luke 12:34)
To whom much is given, much is required (Luke 12:48)

Don’t forget the costly perfume—money is not all (John 12:3-7)

B.  Are you Under Stress to Finances?

1.  Is your mind occupied with finances? Do you wonder where the money is coming from?

2.  Do you skip giving commitments or give less than pledged?
3.  Do you have difficulty paying credit card balances in full each month?
4.  Do you receive past due notices on bills several times a year?
5.  Do you forego saving most months?
6.  Do you charge items because of being short on cash?
7.  Is your net worth decreasing annually?
8.  Does your housing payment exceed 35% of gross monthly income?
9.  Do you invade savings to meet current expenses?
10.  Do you feel resentment toward creditors, etc?
11.  Do you compare yourself materially with co-workers, friends, family, etc?
12.  Do you sometimes use spending as emotional therapy?
13.  Do you ignore or exceed budget limits on clothes, entertainment, or food?
14.  Do you wonder when you’ll start saving for kids’ college or your retirement?
15.  Is your “emergency only” savings less than two months living expenses?
16.  Is your current credit card balance greater than $500?
17.  Have you borrowed to buy your current car?

C.  How do you rate? Number the above using a numbering scale from 0-5, with 0 equaling never, and 5 equaling yes or frequently. Here is the grading scale:



0-18
=
Excellent


19-36
=
Good


37-49
=
Danger


50-85
=
Financial bondage
Please don’t let this overwhelm you. Financial tests like these can be somewhat subjective. Nevertheless, it may be a marker that something is not quite right. 
II.  THE BIBLE AND  FINANCES

A.  Some Questions

1.  Who does money belong to?  Prove Scripturally.

We have been bought, including all we supposedly own (1 Cor. 6:19-20).

Job 41:11

1 Corinthians 10:26

Psalm 24:1

Colossians 1:16

2.  What conclusions do you draw from these verses?




Genesis 14:18-20 – Tithing is connected to blessing God

Genesis 28:22 – He gives it all to us and the tithe is giving back to Him




Leviticus 27:30-33 – All is the Lord’s; it’s Holy unto the Lord

Proverbs 1:7 – Fear the Lord!

Malachi 3:8-9 – Not giving is equal to robbery from God




Malachi 3:11 - Failure to tithe is costly

Matthew 23:23 – Tithing is not enough

1 Corinthians 16:2 – Bring upon the first day of the week as God has prospered you



2 Corinthians 9:6 – Sow sparingly, reap sparingly




Hebrews 7:1-10 – Abraham modeled a tenth

3.  Where does God’s tithe belong?  Prove your answer.

It belongs to Him

Give to the local church (1 Cor 16:2)

4.  When is a believer to give?  Prove your answer.

The first of the week (1 Cor 16:2)
5.  How is a believer to give?  Prove your answer.

Willingly (2 Cor 8:3)
Cheerfully (2 Cor 9:7)
Bountifully (2 Cor 9:6)
6.  How much is a believer to give?  Read over these verses as a basis and see how much they gave in the Old Testament (Lev 27:30-33; Deut 12:6-7; 14:22-27; 14:28-29).

A tithe of all the land (crops and animals) (Lev 27:30-33)
Burnt offerings, sacrifices, tithes, heave offerings, vows, freewill offerings, and the firstborn of your herds and flocks (Deut 12:6-7)
Tithe your increase (Deut 14:22-27)
Another tithe at the end of three years (Deut 14:28-29)
7.  What is the major difference in the giving in the Old Testament and the New Testament?

Old Testament – It was required and was only a portion.
New Testament – It is to be willing and to be all.
8.  What are the major places to give?




Category A - 1 Timothy 5:8, 16; Matthew 15:5-6

Family




Category B - 1 Corinthians 9:9-11, 14; 3 John 5-7

Preachers




Category C - 1 John 3:17-18; James 2:15-16; Matthew 24:45-46;

1 Timothy 5:3

Those in need




Category D - Matthew 5:42; 10:42; Proverbs 28:27

Whoever asks




Category E - 2 Thessalonians 3:10-11; 14-15; Proverbs 28:22

Those who are attempting to better themselves

9.  Develop a personal budget.

 TC “Session Seven – The Importance of Healthy Evaluation”
SESSION SEVEN

THE IMPORTANCE OF HEALTHY EVALUATION

Scripture reminds us that we are to 
examine ourselves regarding our faith.  
Jesus also challenged His followers to 
make sure they understood 
the seriousness of their walk.  
We will take a hard look at the facts of true faith.

I.  EXAMINING TRUE FAITH

A.  What is true faith?

1.  Is it possible to have true saving faith and not have any evidence?  Explain your answer.

James says ‘no’ (Jas 2:14)
Jesus says ‘no’ (Matt 7:15-20)
2.  What does Scripture say about faith without works?

It is dead (Jas 2)
Meaning faith is of no effect without works
Dead – same word in James 2:26; 1 Peter 1:3 – Jesus raised from the dead

3.  In the parable of the four soils, which ones are truly saved?  Explain your answer.

1.  Non-responding heart - And it came to pass, as he sowed, some fell by the wayside, and the fowls of the air came and devoured it up (Mark 4:4).
2.  Fake heart - And some fell on stony ground, where it had not much earth; and immediately it sprang up, because it had no depth of earth; But when the sun was up, it was scorched; and because it had no root, it withered away (Mark 4:5-6). Not just rocks, but a stony layer.
3.  Worldly heart - And some fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up, and chocked it, and it yielded no fruit (Mark 4:7).
4.  Responsive heart - And other fell on good ground, and did yield fruit that sprang up and increased; and brought forth, some thirty, and some sixty, and some a hundred (Mark 4:8).
4.  What does the biblical word “believe” mean?  Prove your answer.

Believe means:
to entrust (faith) (Jas 2:19)
to receive (John 1:12)
an action (Jas 2)
5.  Where does repentance fit into the Gospel?  Explain your answer.

John preached repentance (Matt 3:2)

Jesus preached repentance (Matt 4:17)

Peter preached repentance (Acts 2:38)

Five of the seven churches in Revelation 2-3 are told to repent

What is the connection to “believe”?

6.  What does discipleship have to do with salvation?

They are the same.
To be saved, you become a disciple (Acts 11:26).
Discipleship means growth—maturity.
7.  Explain Lordship salvation.

Salvation does not exist apart from Him being the Lord.

He is Lord.

We are to believe on the Lord Jesus and be saved.

It means surrender (as much as we understand).

B.  Evidences of Salvation

Note: I believe there needs to be evidence to validate one’s faith. We will develop this in class. For now, regardless of your view, find at least ten evidences in the New Testament that supports one has come to faith in Christ. Let me suggest one for your list.
1.  Proof of salvation is an obvious love for God’s children (John 13:35).

Now list nine more. Please add scriptures.
2.  Fellowship with Him (1 John 1:6)
3.  Obedience (1 John 2:3)
4.  Our walk is different (1 John 2:6)
5.  Do not love the world (1 John 2:15)
6.  We continue in the faith (1 John 2:19)
7.  We confess the Son (1 John 2:23)
8.  We do righteousness (1 John 2:29)
9.  We share (1 John 3:17)
10.  The Spirit bears witness with our spirit (Rom 8:16)
II.  TAKING A CLOSER LOOK AT YOUR OWN LIFE PERSONALLY

A.  Evaluate Your Salvation

1.  Take the above ten items, and evaluate to be sure that you are in Christ.

2.  Are there any concerns with your conclusion?  If so, you can take them right to the Lord.

B.  Evaluate your Sanctification

1.  Not only are we to be sure that we are in the faith (2 Cor 13:5), we also need to be sure that we are growing.

To not grow is to become stagnant.  When someone is stagnant, it is hard to determine if they are saved or not.

2.  What are the hard evidences that there is growth in your life since your faith in Christ?

Discuss

3.  Meet with your prayer partner and discuss the above evidences.

 TC “Session Eight – Deception and Discernment”
SESSION EIGHT

DECEPTION AND DISCERNMENT

In these last days, without question, 
perilous times are going to come.  
Included in these times is the problem of deception.  
How can we avoid being deceived?

I.  DECEPTION - IS IT REALLY THAT BIG OF A DEAL?

A.  Which of the following are true?

1.  A penny dropped from the top of the Empire State Building will embed itself into the concrete sidewalk.

2.  No two snowflakes are alike.

3.  A pet owner once tried drying a wet poodle in a microwave oven.

4.  Albert Einstein did poorly in school.

5.  The Great Wall of China can be seen by the naked eye from the moon.

6.  Flowers are bad in a hospital room because they use oxygen the patient needs.

7.  Workers who died while building the Hoover Dam were entombed in the dam itself.

How did you do? They are all false, even though generally accepted as true.
B.  This also works in the spiritual area as well.

1.  The fruit Adam and Eve ate was an apple.

2.  Noah took two of every kind of animal on the ark.

3.  David wrote all the Psalms.

4.  Wise men saw Jesus in the manger.

5.  In the Old Testament, believers were saved by works.

6.  Peter was the first pope.

7.  Jesus was born in December.

So, how did you do with all of these false statements?

C.  Another Test

How would you advise a mother who was pregnant with her fifth child based on the following facts?
Her husband had syphilis.  She had tuberculosis.  Their first child was born blind.  Their second child died.  Their third child was born deaf.  Their fourth child had tuberculosis.  The mother is considering abortion.  Would you advise her to have one?

If you say “yes, under such awful circumstances,” 

then congratulations, you just killed Ludwig van Beethoven.

D.  Discuss These Statements
1.  Homosexuality is not mentioned very much in the Bible, and some people are born with homosexual tendencies.

It has never been proven that people are born with such tendencies.  Since homosexuals don’t reproduce, where is homosexuality coming from?



Look up these Scriptures:



Genesis 19:4-10 – Judged by the two angels (and God)


Leviticus 18:22 – Called an abomination

Deuteronomy 22:5 – Wearing other’s apparel - abomination


Judges 19:23 – Called “wicked” and an outrage

1 Kings 14:24; 15:11-12; 2 Kings 23:7 – Who are the perverted persons?


Romans 1:26-27 – Behavior called shameful


Romans 1:28 – Which are not fitting


1 Corinthians 6:9 – Shall not go to heaven


Colossians 3:5-6 – Put this behavior to death


1 Timothy 1:9-10 – Called ungodly


Jude 7 – Called immoral and strange


Jude 8 – Called immoral and strange

2.  It is not right to have Bible reading in public schools because of the need for separation of church and state.

3.  Moral conditions in our country are bad, but they have been just as bad during previous times in our history.

4.  A divorce, although not the best, is better than children seeing parents fight all the time and to have to experience the hatred under the roof.

5.  Laws should be made to prohibit false cults from spreading their lies.

6.  It is the job of the government to educate all children.

7.  Television is harmful because of all the violence it shows to children.

8.  There is not much we can do about wickedness because the Bible says these times are going to come.

Although we could debate some of the issues, overall, the point is clear. Deception is rampant.
II.  A BIBLE STUDY ON DECEPTION

A.  Look up the Word - Deceive (and its cognates).

1.  List at least 15 New Testament verses on this theme and the principles that apply.

Jesus was called “that deceiver” (Matt 27:63)
Jesus called a deceiver (John 7:12)
We are told ‘do not be deceived’ (1 Cor 6:9, 15:33; Gal 6:7)
Let no man deceive us (Eph 5:6; 2 Thess 2:3; 1 John 3:7)
It’s going to get worse (2 Tim 3:13)
We can deceive ourselves (1 John 1:8; Jas 1:26)
Many deceivers are in the world (2 John 7)
Pride of the heart deceives us (Obad 3)
Satan is the Deceiver (Rev 12:9, 13:14, 18:23, 19:20, 20:3,8,10)
Key word in end times passages (Matt 24:4,5,11,24)
2.  What can we learn from these verses?

Satan is a deceiver

As it gets closer, it will increase

Even we can be deceived

B.  How can we combat the potential of deception?



1.
Know the Word (memorize)



2.
Walk closely with God



3.
Keep sin confessed



4.
Pray



5.
Seek Godly counsel



6.
Read good material

B.  A Key to the Whole Process

1.  God’s people need discernment, but how do they get it?

From the Word

2.  What is discernment?

The ability to see life as God sees it

3.  How can we become more discerning?  Use Scripture.

Word  (Ps 119:105)
Meditations (Ps 1)
Ask for wisdom (Jas 1)
 TC “Session Nine – Learning to Stand Alone”
SESSION NINE

LEARNING TO STAND ALONE

All of us, at one time or another, 
have had to stand alone.  
Sometimes we have stood well, 
and at other times we have fallen.  
What are the keys to this difficult circumstance?

I.  BIBLICAL CHARACTERS WHO STOOD ALONE

A.  The Bible Record

1.  The Bible records several men and women who were willing to stand alone, regardless of the cost.

2.  It was never easy for them, but it was right.

3.  It often cost them their lives.

4.  If often cost them all they had.

5.  Maybe that is why Jesus said that we are to count the cost.

6.  Some were not willing to stand, and they also paid a great price.

7.  Standing alone is very lonely.

B.  A Partial List

1.  Daniel

2.  Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah

3.  Joseph

4.  Jesus

5.  Paul

6.  Esther

C.  Assignment

1.  Take any two of these and attempt to discover what the keys were to their strength in standing alone. 
Daniel

1:4
Great learning as a child (disciplined, worker, teachable)

1:5
Daniel – his name – God will judge or God is my judge.  Good family?

1:8
Key: Purposed ahead of time.  Man of conviction.

1:9
Knew how to work with people (respect for authority)

1:12
Creative – didn’t rebel – offered reasonable alternative

1:13
Great faith in God

Hananiah, Mischael, Azariah

Similar to Daniel
3:6
Counted the cost

3:16
Respectful to authority

3:17
Faith in God.  Feared God more than man.

Joseph

37:2
Willing to be different to own family

39:2
The Lord was with him

39:4
Respect for authority

39:7
Convictions

39:12
Willing to run accepting man’s judgment over God’s

Jesus

Always obeyed father

Under authority

Paul

Man of convictions

Esther

2:9
Respect for authority

2:10, 20 
Obedient 

2:15
Pleasant

4:16
Willing to die for convictions

2.  Make a list of other biblical characters who stood alone and why you believe they qualify as one who stood alone.

1. Noah (Genesis 6) – in spite of all others – they were partying while he worked

2. Abel (Genesis 4) – in spite of Cain’s behavior

3. Enoch (Genesis 5:21-24)

4. Abraham (Genesis 12) – left his family

5. Moses (before Pharaoh)

6. Maybe some of the judges

7. Ruth – in spite of Naomi and fellow countrymen

8. Samuel – give us a king

9. Nathan – confronted David

10. Josiah - Reform

II.  A BIBLICAL ILLUSTRATION FROM GOD’S ANIMAL KINGDOM

A.  The Lion is a Great Example of Willingness to Stand Alone.

The lion’s strength is legendary but true.  It can clear fences twelve feet high, cover twenty feet in a single bound, drag twice its own weight, crush bones in its vise like jaws, and charge at speeds up to fifty miles per hour.

The lion is mentioned over 150 times in the Bible.  Some of the times help us understand what it is like to be willing to stand alone.  Do a study of the example of the lion in the Bible.  Cover as many of the 150 as you can.  Some will not be helpful.

B.  The Lion in Scripture

2 Samuel 17:10

Courageous of heart

Proverbs 28:1

Eager for pursuits (bold)

Amos 3:8, Isaiah 5:29
Able to command respect

Proverbs 30:30

Strength in conflict

Numbers 23:24

Does the job completely

Judges 14:18

What is stronger than a lion

Job 10:16


Ferocious

Psalm 10:9

Lies in secret

Proverbs 19:12

Great noise, but can back it up

1 Peter 5:8


Satan is called a lion

Revelation 5:5

Jesus is called a lion

 TC “Session Ten – How to Avoid the Sin of Adultery”
SESSION TEN

HOW TO AVOID THE SIN OF ADULTERY

Without question, good men have 
fallen in the area of adultery since the beginning.  
It is not our intent to debate the issue, but 
to put up proper barriers so that none of us become 
a statistic to the deadly sin of adultery.

I.  THINKING THROUGH THE SIN OF ADULTERY

A.  Name the biblical characters who fell to this sin

Abraham with Hagar?

Jacob with concubine?

Samson (Judg 13-16)

Eli’s sons (1 Sam 2:22)

David (2 Sam 11)

Solomon (1 Kings 11)

Amnon (2 Sam 13) – rapes Tamar

B.  What were some of the reasons they fell?

Lust

Not guarding his heart

Self-centeredness

Lack of respect for women

Being in the wrong place

II.  SOME IMPORTANT PREREQUISITE THINKING

A.  Some Lies to be Aware of.

1.  It would never happen to me.

2.  She is a believer.

3.  I need to confess to her how I feel so I can go on.

4.  It’s not what you think.

5.  It’s only a friendly relationship.

6.  I would never let it go too far.

7.  She just needs a friend.

8.  I just need someone to talk with.

9.  My wife just doesn’t understand me.

10.  No one will ever find out.

11.  My wife really wouldn’t care anyway.

12.  God doesn’t care.

13.  It will actually help my marriage.

14.  Everyone else is doing it.

15.  I just as well do it, since I think about it so much.

16.  I won’t go too far.

17.  As long as we don’t have intercourse, it is ok.

18.  I can stop this whenever I want to.

19.  God understands my need, since He made me this way.

20.  I can always get His forgiveness.

B.  How This Sin Begins.

1.  A thoughtful poem:




Sow a thought, and you reap an act;




Sow an act, and you reap a habit;




Sow a habit, and you reap a character;




Sow a character, and you reap a destiny.

2.  What do you think of this process?

Discuss

C.  A Quote by Dietrich Bonhoeffer from Temptation.

In our members there is a slumbering inclination towards desire which is both sudden and fierce.  With irresistible power desire seizes mastery over the flesh.  All at once a secret, smoldering fire is kindled.  The flesh burns and is in flames.  It makes no difference whether it is sexual desire, or ambition, or vanity, or desire for revenge, or love of fame and power, or greed for money, or, finally, that strange desire for the beauty of the world of nature.  Joy in God is… extinguished in us and we seek all our joy in the creature.  At this moment God is quite unreal to us, He loses all reality, and only desire for the creature is real: the only reality is the devil.  Satan does not here fill us with hatred of God, but with forgetfulness of God….  The lust thus aroused envelops the mind and will of man in deepest darkness.  The powers of clear discrimination and of decision are taken from us….  It is here that everything within me rises up against the Word of God.

Do you think we have a prayer?
D.  More Detail on the Sinful Process

1.  At the root of all this is pornography.  I am not saying that it is the cause, because all of us have to accept our responsibilities, but pornography greatly aids in this area.  In 1999 alone, Americans spent $8 billion on hard core videos, peep shows, live sex acts, adult cable programming, sexual devices, computer porn, and sex magazines - an amount much larger than Hollywood’s domestic box office receipts and larger than all the revenues generated by rock and country music recordings.

2.  America is by far the world’s leading producer of porn, churning our hard core videos at the rate of 150 new titles per week.

3.  The professing Christian community is not exempt from this problem.  A recent survey at a Promise Keepers conference for Pastors indicated that 40% of the clergy admitted to being addicted to pornography.

4.  I am convinced that pornography will lead to sexual sins.

III.  BIBLE STUDY TIME

A.  Read Through Proverbs.

1.  Read through Proverbs and highlight all the references to immorality in the space below.  Write out 20 of the verses here also.

1:10-19

2:16-22

3:7-8

4: (wisdom contrasted)

5:3-23 (whole chapter)

6:24-35

7:5-27 (whole chapter)

8: (wisdom again)

9:13-18

10
11:3, 22

12:4

13

14:1

15:26

16

17

18

19:2, 11

20-

21-

22:1, 11, 14

23:27-28

24-

25:28

26:23

27:8

28

29:5

30:19-20

31:10-31

It appears that the earlier chapters emphasize this more.  

Note that at least 2 chapters are full of verses.

Serious issue!

B.  Maintaining a Purer Thought Life



Write out the principles that go with the references below.



Psalm 119:9-11

Know the Lord



Psalm 139:2-4; Matthew 12:36

Remember, He knows all. Every idle word!



Matthew 6:13, 7:7-11

Ask Him to help you

Pray



Matthew 6:22-23; Job 31:1

Seek Him

Covenant with your eyes



Romans 6:1-2, 6-7, 11-12, 14

Dead to sin

Old man is crucified

Reckon yourselves dead

Sin is not to reign

Sin shall not have dominion



Romans 7:21-23; 2 Corinthians 10:5

There is a war going on.

We need to cast down – take an active role



Romans 13:14; Colossians 3:1-5

Make no provision for flesh

Set your affections…



1 Corinthians 10:12

If you think you won’t…



1 Thessalonians 5:17, 22

Abstain from all evil

Pray

Hebrews 10:24-25

Encourage others

Be regular in church

Hebrews 11:25; Genesis 39

Choose suffering over sinful pleasures (ex: Joseph)

What are some consequences?
Sexual Sin – Chuck Swindoll

Chuck challenged listeners on his radio program to consider these consequences of sexual sin:

· Your mate will experience the anguish of betrayal, shame, rejection, heartache and loneliness. No amount of repentance will soften those blows.

· Your mate can never again say that you are a model of fidelity. Suspicion will rob her or him of trust. 

· Your escapade(s) will introduce to your life and your mate’s life the very real probability of a sexually transmitted disease.

· The total devastation your sinful actions will bring to your children is immeasurable. Their growth, innocence, trust, and healthy outlook on life will be severely and permanently damaged.

· The heartache you will cause your parents, your family, and your peers is indescribable.

· The embarrassment of facing other Christians, who once appreciated you, respected you, and trusted you will be overwhelming.

· If you are engaged in the Lord’s work, you will suffer immediate loss of your job and the support of those with whom you worked. The dark shadow will accompany you everywhere…and forever. Forgiveness won’t erase it.

· Your fall will give others license to do the same.

· The inner peace you enjoyed will be gone.

· You will never be able to erase the fall from your (and others’) mind. This will remain indelibly etched on your life’s record, regardless of your later return to your senses.

· The name of Jesus Christ, whom you once honored, will be tarnished, giving the enemies of the faith further reason to sneer and jeer.

· Charles R. Swindoll

 TC “Session Eleven – Values”
SESSION ELEVEN

VALUES

We live in a time where values 
are often discussed and rarely lived.  
Are there any core values, and if so, 
what does that mean?

Began with the question:

What is it that helps form the average lost person’s foundation for thinking—media, culture, peers, government, etc?  Discuss the fact that we are dealing with a post-Christian culture.

I.  VALUES AND SCRIPTURE

A.  Some Definitions

1.  Absolutes

Clearly defined truths from Scripture

2.  Moral

That which is right or wrong

3.  Values

Standards 

4.  Principles

Rules to govern life which transcend time/ages

5.  Preferences

What you would rather have

6.  Convictions

Somewhat constructed from Scripture. This is more of an individual thing, i.e. alcohol.
7.  Relativism

Everything is relative – close to situational ethics

8.  Situational Ethics

The situation determines the ethics

B.  What About the Ten Commandments?

1.  Go to Exodus 20 and list the Ten Commandments.

See Exodus 20:1ff

C.  Questions About the Ten Commandments

1.  What do we learn about the character of God from the commandments?

· He is absolute

· He is Holy

· He is sovereign

2.  What do we learn about mankind from the commandments?

Man needs laws

3.  Which of the commandments are repeated in the New Testament?  Where?

All but one:

1. No other Gods (1 Cor 8:4, Luke 10:27)
2. No graven images

3. His name

4. Sabbath - None

5. Parents (Eph 6:2f, Matt 15:1f, Luke 18:20)
6. Kill (Matt 5:21, Rom 13:9, Luke 18:20)
7. Adultery ( Matt 5:27, Rom 13:9, Luke 18:20)
8. Steal ( Rom 13:9, Luke 18:20)
9. Lie ( Rom 13:9, Luke 18:20)
10. Covet (Rom 13:9)
4.  What does the fact that we are made in the image of God have to do with our responsibility to one another?

Image of God = made by God, like God, for God

How are we in the image of God?

Genesis 1:26 – made in His image (Jas 3:9)

Genesis 9:26 – respect one another

Romans 8:29 – fall has cost us this image, so we need to be conformed to it

1 Corinthians 15:46-49 – goal

Colossians 3:10 – renewed…

1 John 3:1ff – we shall (one day) be like Him

5.  What is the logical conclusion that occurs when man no longer sees that we are made in the image of God?  How do we see this today?

Take one another’s life

Disrespect

Dishonor

Abortion, euthanasia, war, crime

6.  Read over the book of Judges.  The key verses are 17:6 and 21:25.  How did this thinking effect the outcome of the book?

Man became his own authority.

7.  At what other time will lawlessness reign?  How will this happen?  What will be the results?

Tribulation

Church is gone.

2 Thessalonians 2:1f

8.  What are some practical ways to deal with our lost friends who have no moral absolutes?

Discuss

Day by day

Carefully

 TC “Session Twelve – Depression, Stress, and Burnout”
SESSION TWELVE

DEPRESSION, STRESS, AND BURNOUT

These are all words that we hear 
around the Christian community, 
but are they Christian at all?

I.  DEPRESSION

A.  What is depression?  Attempt to find a secular and biblical definition.



Secular

1. The act of pressing down; or the state of being pressed down; a low state
3.  
The act of humbling; abasement; as the depression of pride; the depression of the nobility.

4. 

 A sinking of the spirits; dejection; a state of sadness; want of courage or animation; as depression of the mind.



Biblical

It’s a feeling of gloom or sadness that is usually accompanied by a slowing down of the body. It is not just in the mind but is experienced throughout the whole body. It’s in the stomach as much as in the head.

B.  What are the evidences of depression?  List at least ten.

1. Persistent sadness, anxiety, or an “empty” mood

2. Feelings of hopelessness and pessimism

3. Feeling of guilt, worthlessness, helplessness (Depressed people may burst out crying for the slightest reason.)
4. Loss of interest or pleasure in ordinary activities, including sex

5. Sleep disturbances, such as insomnia, early morning waking, or oversleeping

6. Eating disturbances (either loss of weight or gain in appetite and weight)
7. Decreased energy, fatigue, being slowed down

8. Thoughts of death, suicide and even suicide attempts

9. Restlessness and irritability

10. Difficulty in concentrating, in remembering, and in making decisions

11. Physical symptoms such as headaches, digestive disorders, and chronic pain that do not respond to treatment.

C.  List some biblical characters who suffered from depression and why
1. Cain – failure to heed God’s counsel

2. Lot – resistance to Abram and subsequent sinful behavior and loss of family

3. Elijah – despaired of life – 1 Kings 19

4. Judas – took his life

5. David – read the Psalms
D.  Do we underestimate?

1.  In 2005-2006, in any 2-week period, 5.4% of Americans 12 years of age and older had depression. Females, people 40-59 years of age, non-Hispanic black persons, and people living below the poverty level had higher rates of depression than their respective counterparts.
2.  Approximately 80% of persons with depression reported some level of functional impairment because of their depression, and 27% reported serious difficulties in work and home life.

4.  Reflecting this high rate of functional impairment, almost two-thirds of the estimated $83 billion that depression costs the United States in the year 2000 resulted from lowered productivity and workplace absenteeism.

But aren’t we as believers exempt?
Discuss
E.  Is depression a sin?   
Discuss
Depression is more the consequence of sin.

II.  STRESS

A.  Circumstances Which Lend to Stress.

Fifteen most distressing events in a person’s life:

1.  Death of a child

2.  Death of a spouse

3.  A jail sentence

4.  An unfaithful spouse

5.  Major financial difficulty

6.  Business failure

7.  Being fired

8.  A miscarriage or stillbirth

9.  Divorce

10.  Marital separation due to an argument

11.  A court appearance

12.  Unwanted pregnancy

13.  A major illness in the family

14.  Unemployment for a month

15.  Death of a close friend

B.  Note some conclusions about the above list.

· None of us are exempt

· Some may come together

· It is a natural part of life to experience the above

C.  Correct Thinking - on the opposite side of the list, put the correct response.



I dislike myself
I love who I am in Christ

I am stupid
I have access to all knowledge

I am ugly
God looks at the heart
I am no good

I am accepted in the beloved

I am hopeless

He is my hope

I am a loser
I am a conqueror through Him

I never do anything right
I can do all things through Him

I will never change
He continues to change me

I never say anything right
He can control my tongue
I am a born loser
But in Him I am victorious

I have no talent at all

Yet He gives me talent

I am worse off than others
He specializes in tough cases

I am stuck with my past
Forgetting those things behind

I don’t think anyone likes me

He does

I am afraid I will fail

A righteous man fails—but gets up

I should have achieved more
I can’t fix yesterday, but I have what is left

I hate life
I love Him and all He is doing

I cannot change
In Christ, I can!

I lack will power
But not His power

I suffer because of other people
Maybe so, but He controls all

D.  Psalm 13 - read over the Psalm and discover how David went from depression to rejoicing.

13:1-4
His cry

13:5
Trust His mercy



Rejoice in thy salvation

13:6
Sing unto the Lord



Count the blessings

III.  BURNOUT

A.  Some people say,  “I’d rather burn out for Jesus than rust out!”

B.  What is your thought on this quote. Use Scripture.

· Trick of the enemy

· Hebrews 11 – great finishers

· 2 Timothy 4:6-8

C.  What are the causes of burnout?

· Self-focus

· Not relying on Him

· Using own energy/strength

D.  Read over Elijah’s life in 1 Kings 18-19. List at least seven reasons why Elijah “burned out.”

1. False accusations from Obadiah (18:9ff) and from Ahab (18:17)
2. Island mentality (18:22)

3. Jezebel’s threat (19:1-2)

4. Self-focus (19:3)

5. Desired to die (19:5)

6. Didn’t see God’s provisions as God keeping Him through it all (15:6)

7. “I” sight (19:10, 14)

 TC “Session Thirteen – Slothfulness”
SESSION THIRTEEN

SLOTHFULNESS

Time is such a precious commodity, 
but I wonder if we are careful to make 
the most of the times.

I.  IDENTIFYING SLOTHFULNESS

A.  A Look at a Sloth - you may need an encyclopedia for these
1.  What is a sloth?

A mammal which measures 2-3 feet.

Lives in the canopy of trees which make up the tropical rainforests of Central and South America.
2.  Why is the sloth called “atsluwth”?  (Hebrew word)
When European explorers discovered the sloth, they gave it the name sloth because it was so characteristic of the Hebrew word “atsluwth”, which means to be idle.

3.  How does the sloth live up to its name?

It is the embodiment of idleness.  It may spend a lifetime in a single tree.  Its slow-motion movements communicate the impression that it has an overabundance of time.
4.  What takes advantage of a sleeping sloth?

Moths and algae.  The motionless sloth, with its long coarse hair, becomes full of moths.  Algae can become so thick, that the sloth gives off a blue-green appearance and musty odor.  The sloth simply ignores the algae.
5.  What is the sloth’s primary occupation?

Eating – it is usually plump and well-fed.
6.  How does slothfulness kill the sloth?

It’s not used to seeking food, so he can go hungry.  Striking contrast to the ant!
7.  Why is a sloth hard to detect?

It is motionless for hours.

B.  Identifying a Slothful Man

NOTE:
Bill Gothard lists seven symptoms of a slothful man.  See if you can find Scriptures to support his points.

1.  He does not believe that he is slothful.

Proverbs 26:16

2.  He makes little soft choices in life.

Proverbs 19:15; Proverbs 20:4; Proverbs 6:10-11

3.  He does not value the importance of time or seasons.

Proverbs 12:24

4.  He will not finish tasks.

Proverbs 12:27; Ecclesiastes 10:18; Proverbs 24:30-31

5.  He lives in a world of wishful thinking.

Proverbs 21:25-26; Proverbs 19:24; Proverbs 26:14

6.  He brings painful damage to his employers.

Proverbs 18:9; Proverbs 10:26

7.  He is the victim of self-induced fears.

Proverbs 22:13

C.  How does slothfulness develop? Obviously it does not happen overnight.
1. Always had things come easy

2. Believe others owe you

3. Bad role models

4. Get-rich schemes

5. We are all naturally lazy

D.  God’s Warnings About Sleep


Proverbs 6:9

warning about sleeping too much



Proverbs 6:10-11
could cause poverty



Proverbs 10:5

sleeping during harvest causes shame



Proverbs 19:15
deep sleep/hunger



Proverbs 20:13
poverty



Proverbs 24:33-34
poverty



Proverbs 26:14
like a door—does “little” but roll

II.  HOW TO CONQUER SLOTHFULNESS

A.  Find ten New Testament verses on the use of our time.

Matthew 6:33

Seek…

Romans 12:11

Not slothful – lagging

Romans 13:11

Time to wake up

1 Corinthians 7:29
Time is short

2 Corinthians 6:2

Importance of time

Ephesians 5:16

Redeem the time

Colossians 4:5

Redeem the time

James 4:14-16

Life is a vapor

Revelation 1:3

Time is near

Galatians 4:4

God works with time

Acts 17:26


Time is ordained

B.  Conquering Slothfulness – List seven ways to help avoid the sin of slothfulness.

1. Learn the principles and value of diligence (Prov 6:6)

2. Learn the discipline of rising early (Prov 6:9)

3. Learn to respect time (Ps 90:10-12)

4. Understand that time is short (Jas 4)

5. Have measurable goals (Phil 3 – these are things I do)

6. Ask His help; pray (He was a finisher)

7. Accountability

 TC “Session Fourteen – One-on-One Discipling”
SESSION FOURTEEN

ONE-ON-ONE DISCIPLING

God has orchestrated our walk to be 
dependent on others.  Do we understand 
our role to lead and be led?

I.  ANSWERING THE KEY QUESTIONS REGARDING DISCIPLESHIP

A.  Some Key Terms

1.  Disciple

A learner, a follower, one who is willing to be taught and trained

2.  Discipleship

Being involved in this process—either as the disciple or disciplee

3.  Disciple-maker

One who takes serious the command of Matthew 28—to go and do

B.  Some Key Thought Provokers

1.  What is the cost of discipleship (Matt 16:24-25)?

Basically, your all
2.  What is the pattern of discipleship (2 Tim 2:2)?

You learn from someone

You teach someone (disciple)

They teach others

C.  Jesus’ Disciple-making Process

1.  What kind of people did He chose?

Ordinary

2.  How did He impact their lives?

· He spent time with them

· He taught them

· He rebuked them

· He invested in their lives

· Accountability

3.  How did He teach them?

· One-on-one

· One-on-three

· One-on-twelve

· Modeled

· Group

4.  How did He apprentice them?

· Sent them out

· Did things in front of them

5.  What did He expect from them regarding discipleship?

Complete submission

D.  Read Acts 9-28

1.  What was Paul’s method of discipleship?

Same as Jesus’

2.  List several truths regarding his plan in Acts.

9:

Spent three years in Arabia (Galatians 1)

11:25-26
Was taught by others

13:1-2
Sent out

13:9
Filled with the spirit

13:13
Took over

Numerous examples of traveling with a brother (a disciple)

II.  RESPONSIBILITIES OF DISCIPLESHIP

A.  Obstacles

1.  It will cost you.

2.  It will expose you.

3.  It will cause you to evaluate your walk.

4.  It will bring you to your knees.

B.  Responsibilities

1.  Philippians 1:8-11

Longing and praying

2.  Colossians 3:16

Admonish

3.  1 Thessalonians 3:10; 2 Thessalonians 1:11

Perfect what is lacking in other’s faith

Praying and fulfilling

4.  1 Thessalonians 2:19-20

To present them one day to Christ

5.  2 Timothy 3:10-11, Philippians 4:9

Teach them to follow – lead

Model

6.  Titus 1:9, 13; 2:15

Exhort and convict

Rebuke

Speak, exhort, rebuke

7.  Titus 2:7-9

Being a pattern

Exhorting

C.  List ten goals for discipleship.

1. Christlikeness

2. They would model you

3. Holy living

4. Increased prayer life

5. Quiet time

6. Discipleship

7. Evangelism

8. Leadership

9. Be an example

10. Serving

D.  What encouragement does Jesus offer us for discipleship?

1. He did it and it works

2. Not all will follow (John 6 and Judas)

3. Those who do not follow is not a mark that you are a failure. Just because Judas betrayed Jesus is hardly a knock on Jesus’ leadership

4. He will be with us (Matthew 28:20)

5. Greater works than these shall you do

6. It is a command. Therefore it is possible

7. Hard work pays off (cf. Peter)

 TC “Session Fifteen – Nehemiah”
SESSION FIFTEEN

NEHEMIAH

When you think of leadership, 
you have to think of the man, Nehemiah.  
He was clearly one of the greatest leaders in 
all the Old Testament.  But why?

I.  SEARCHING IN NEHEMIAH

A.  Reading Nehemiah

1.  Read through the book once a night for three consecutive nights.

2.  Read each time prayerfully, carefully, and without interruptions.

B.  Observing Nehemiah

1.  Read through the book one more time the same way.

2.  In the space below, list 15 observations about his leadership skills.

1. Concern for others (1:1-3)

2. Brokenness for people (1:4-5)

3. Affiliation with people (1:6-10)

4. Ability to pray for the people (1:4-11)

5. Faithfulness in little things (2:1)

6. Proper respect for authority (2:1-2)

7. Wisdom to not make hasty decisions (2:4)

8. Well thought-out plan (2:5-8)

9. Counted cost before starting project (2:12-16)

10. Knowledge of how to arouse people (2:17-18)

11. Knowledge of how to stand up to people (2:19-20)

12. Ability to pray in a crisis (4:4)

13. Expect God to do His part (4:6, 9)

14. Ability to keep morale high when times are tough (4:13-14)

15. Ability to keep work going in spite of obstacles (4:15)

16. Ability to supervise the whole job (4:18)

17. Ability to warn and prepare for warning sound (4:18-22)

18. Involved with people (4:23)

II.  EXAMINING NEHEMIAH

In each chapter listed below, Nehemiah displayed some kind of leadership skill.  Read each chapter and see if you can find these leadership skills relative to the chapter heading. Include Scripture where you can.

A.  Nehemiah 1:  The Leader’s Concern For Others

1.  A leader must draw on strength outside of himself - see his prayers.


He knew how to identify with people’s hurts (1:4)


He knew how to pray (1:4)


He had a walk with his Lord (1:5)


He identified with the people’s sin (we) (1:6)


He knew the Word (1:7)


He know how to claim promises (1:8)


He know where success comes from (1:10)


He was humble (servant) (1:11)


He know how to be small before great (1:11)

B.  Nehemiah 2:  The Leader and Organization

1.  A good leader carefully surveys the situation beforehand (2:11-16).


He did not let personal problems interfere with true service (2:1)


He, when burdened, was greatly burdened (2:1)


He respected authority (2:2)


He know how to intercede for the people (2:3)


He know how to appeal to authority (2:5)


He know how to work within time constraints (2:6)


He was not hasty (2:7-8)


He was in a place to hear from God (2:12)


He was crafty – careful (2:13)


He wanted all his facts personally before any moves (2:16)


He know how to gather people around him (2:17)


He know how to get the people excited for a task (2:18)


He faced opposition in the name of God (2:20)

C.  Nehemiah 3-4:  The Leader and the Work


He sanctified his work (3:1)

He got everyone involved (3:2-32)

He took any opposition to the Lord in prayer first (4:4)

He know how to pray boldly (4:4)

He didn’t let opposition stop him from the work of God (4:6)

He had adequately prepared the people – a mind to work (4:6)

He kept a plan in front of the people – he was in charge (4:19)

He used the full day (4:21)

He realized strength in unity (4:22)
D.   Nehemiah 4:  The Leader and Opposition


Continued attack caused greater prayer (4:9)

He just didn’t pray – he set a watch (4:9)

He did not let continued attacks stop him (4:13)

He kept bringing the people to the Lord (4:14)

He know that continued faithfulness would discourage the enemy (4:15)

He kept alert (4:16)
E.  Nehemiah 5:  The Leader and Internal Conflict


He knew when to be angry (5:6)

He knew when to rebuke his leaders (5:7)

He acted decisively (5:11)

His example was impeccable (5:14)

He understood the fear of the Lord (5:15)

He did not lead for selfish ambition (5:16)
F.  Nehemiah 6:  The Leader and Personal Attacks


He could not be distracted from his goal (6:3)

He handled false criticism (6:6-8)

He would not compromise (6:7)

He had great discernment (6:12)
He realized that completing his task was a testimony to others for God (6:16)
G.  Nehemiah 7:  The Leader and Delegation


He knew a faithful man when he saw one (7:2)

He acted in an organized fashion (7:5)
H.  Nehemiah 8-10:  The Leader and Spiritual Revival


The Word was highly elevated in front of the people (8:1)

He know how to balance weeping and joy (8:10)

He set a great example for the people (10:1)
I.  Nehemiah 12-13:  The Leader and Vision


He lifted the people to a high level of worship (12:47)

He had little tolerance for sin (13:8)

He greatly respected God’s Word (13:13)

He greatly respected God’s Law (13:17)

He believed in discipline (13:25)
 TC “Session Sixteen – 1 and 2 Timothy”
SESSION SIXTEEN

1 AND 2 TIMOTHY

When one talks about New Testament leadership, 
a priority study has to be Paul’s letters to his son Timothy.  
What do these books tell us about leadership?

I.  EXPLORING 1 & 2 TIMOTHY

A.  Read Over 1 & 2 Timothy.

1.  Read it prayerfully, carefully, and thoughtfully.

B.  Read Again - this time, look for these areas.

1.  Look for the bad examples of leadership in these books.




1:6 – swervers (1 Timothy)

1 Timothy

1:19-20 – Hymenaeus and Alexander
4:1 – Departers

5:12 – Cast off faith

2 Timothy

1:15 – Those in Asia,  Phygellus and Hermogenes

2:17 – Hymenaeus and Philetus

3:5 – Form of godliness

3:8 – Jannes and Jambres

4:3-4 – Turn away

4:10 – Demas

4:14 - Alexander
2.  Look for the good examples of leadership in these books.




1:5 - Lois and Eunice (2 Timothy)

1 Timothy

1:12 – Christ – giving Paul a second chance (1:16)

2:6 – Christ gave Himself

2:9 – Women – to be

3:1 – Bishop/Elder – to be

3:8 – Deacon

3:11 – Wives

4:16 – Timothy

5:1 – Elder/younger, etc.

5:3 – Widows

5:8 – Provide for one’s…

6:1-2 – Servants

6:13 - Christ

2 Timothy

1:3 – Paul in prayer

1:8ff – Paul as a prisoner

1:16 – Onesiphorus

2:1 – Whole section

4:6-8 – Paul – a finisher

4:11 – Mark (Acts 13:5, 13; 15:36-40)

4:16 – Paul’s testimony (cf. Luke 23:34; Acts 7:60)

3.  Look for giftedness in these books.




1 Timothy 1:3, 4:11, 2 Timothy 2:2 - gift of teaching

(Timothy: gift)

· Paul emphasized Timothy’s need to study (2 Tim 2:15, 3:14ff, 1 Tim 4:13)

· Paul’s own example (2 Tim 4:13)

· The leadership recognized Timothy’s gift (1 Tim 4:14, 
2 Tim 1:6)

· Timothy also had the gift of evangelism (2 Tim 4:5)

· Timothy was also a Pastor (1 Tim 3:1, 4:16; cf. Acts 20:28)

· Timothy also told to train faithful men (2 Tim 2:2)

4.  List all of the references for the devil in these books.

1 Timothy 1:20 – Satan

1 Timothy 2:14 – deceiver
1 Timothy 3:6 – condemnation of the dead

1 Timothy 3:7 – snare of the devil (cf. 2 Tim 2:26)

1 Timothy 4:1 – deceiving spirits and doctrine of demons

1 Timothy 5:14 – adversary

1 Timothy 5:15 – Satan

2 Timothy 4:17 – lion
5.  List all the references to “swerving from the faith.”




1 Timothy 1:6 - swerved from the faith

1 Timothy 1:19-20 – shipwrecked

1 Timothy 4:1 – departing

1 Timothy 8:12 – cast off faith

1 Timothy 6:21 – strayed

2 Timothy 1:15 – turned away

2 Timothy 2:17-18 – erred from truth

2 Timothy 3:5 – denying the faith

2 Timothy 3:8 – Jannes and Jambres

2 Timothy 4:3-4 – turned their eyes from

2 Timothy 4:10 – Demas

2 Timothy 4:14 – Alexander

2 Timothy 4:16 - all

6.  What were Paul’s solutions for the problem of swerving from the faith?

(Discuss)

· Church discipline

· Avoid

· Teach

II.  UNDERSTANDING 1 & 2 TIMOTHY

A.  Compare Jesus’ and Paul’s Teachings

1.  Jesus gave seven characteristics for a disciple.




Luke 14:26-
Love God supreme over all others




Luke 14:27-
Bears the cross




Luke 14:28-
Counts the cost




Luke 14:33-
Forsakes all




John 8:31-
Abide in the Word




John 13:35- 
Love one another



John 15:8-
Bear fruit

2.  Find these same truths in 1 & 2 Timothy, as close to the statement of Jesus as possible.

1 Timothy


2 Timothy

Love God Supreme

1:5, 1:17, 2:15, 6:1,

2:5, 2:22, 4:1





6:16

Bear His Cross

1:11 (committed to me)
1:12, 3:12, 4:5





6:7-8, 6:11ff

Count the Cost

1:6, 1:18-20, 2:6,

2:1, 10, 4:5-7





3:1, 4:1ff

Forsake All


1:1 9 (by the


1:1, 1:11, 3:10





Commandment),








1:12, 2:7

Abide in the Word

4:6, 11, 4:13, 6:3

1:13, 2:2,









2:15-19, 4:2

Love One Another

2:15, 5:3


1:18, 2:1,









3:15-17

Bear Fruit


4:15-16


2:2, 21

3.  List seven characteristics of a disciple taught by Jesus and exhorted to Timothy by Paul. Notice how Paul exhorted Timothy for all seven.
Luke 14:26
Lord loved most
2 Timothy 4:8-Crown for those who

love the Lord

Luke 14:27
bears His cross
2 Timothy 2:3-10 – endures 

hardships
Luke 14:28
counts the cost

2 Timothy 3:1-14, 4:5-8 – wax






worse  (v. 13)
Luke 14:33
forsakes all

1 Timothy 6:6-8 – food and clothing

John 8:31
continues in the



Word


2 Timothy 2:15, 3:15-17 – the Word

John 13:35
loves one another
1 Timothy 1:5, 14, 2:15, 4:12, 6:11






“love” end of the commandment 






(cf. Matthew 22:36-40)

John 15:8
bears fruit

2 Timothy 2:2 – Make more disciples 

B.  List all the “men” from 1st and 2nd Timothy.  


1 Timothy

1:1
apostle (1 Tim 2:7; 2 Tim 1:1; 1:11)


1:2
son (1 Tim 1:18; 2 Tim 1:2; 2:1)

1:3
teacher (1 Tim 1:7; 2:7; 4:11; 6:2-3; 2 Tim 1:11; 2:25; 4:3)

1:6
swerver (1 Tim 1:19-20; 4:1; 5:15; 6:21; 2 Tim 1:15; 2:17-18; 3:8-9; 4:4, 9-10

1:12
minister (1 Tim 4:6; 2 Tim 1:18)

1:15
a saved sinner

2:2
authority

2:7
preacher (1 Tim 1:11, 4:2, 4:17)

2:8
prayer (1 Tim 1:3)

3:1
bishop – pastor/elder/overseer (1 Tim 5:1, 17, 19)

3:8
deacon

4:12
youth

4:12
example (6:13)

4:13
exhorter (5:1)

5:8
provider

6:1
servant (1:3, 2:24)

6:2
master

6:11
man of God (3:17), Flee (2:22), Follow (2:22), Fight (4:7)

2  Timothy

1:8
prisoner

1:16
“true friend”

2:2
witness

2:2
committed

2:3-4
soldier

2:5
striver (athlete)

2:6
farmer

2:10
endurer (2 Tim 3:11)

2:15
student (2 Tim 3:15ff, 4:13)

2:20
vessel of honor (2 Tim 2:21)

2:20
vessel of dishonor

3:1ff
a whole host…

4:5
evangelist

4:8
receiver of crowns

4:11
“returner”– Mark

C.  Which Man?

1.  Look over the above list of men

2.  Which of those men would you like to become?  Obviously, some are no longer available.

 TC “Session Seventeen – Integrity”
SESSION SEVENTEEN

INTEGRITY

Integrity has almost become a 
four-letter word, and it surely is not a 
politically correct term anymore.  
How can we restore it to the church?

I.  UNDERSTANDING THE TERM

A.  Definition of Integrity:

1.  Secular

1. Wholeness; entireness; unbroken state.
2. The entire, unimpaired state of anything, particularly of the mind; moral soundness or purity; incorruptness; uprightness; honesty. Integrity comprehends the whole moral character, but has a special reference to uprightness in mutual dealings, transfers of property, and agencies for others.

2.  Biblical

The basic meaning of “integrity” in the OT is “soundness of character and adherence to moral principle,” i.e., uprightness and honesty, whether referring to Abraham (Gen. 20:5f.), David (1 K. 9:4), Job (Job 2:3, 9; 4:6; 27:5; 31:6) or the psalmist (Ps. 7:8; 25:21; 26:1, 11; 41:12; 101:2). A common expression is “to walk in integrity,” indicating an habitual manner of life. In Proverbs integrity is seen as an essential characteristic of the upright life: Yahweh will protect those who walk in it (2:7); their security is assured (2:21; 10:9; 20:7; 28:18); it is a trustworthy guide for living (11:3), and better than wealth (19:1; 28:6).
Titus 2:7 specifies integrity as an indespensable ingredient in Christian teaching. The meaning is essentially the same as that in the OT.

B.  Descriptions:  list several characteristics that goes with integrity.



1.
Honesty



2.
Choosing to do right



3.
A moral standard



4.
Consistency



5.
Selflessness



6.
Hate evil (sin)



7.
Love God/born again



8.
Principles/standards



9.
Blameless



10.
Discipline

II.  LOOKING AT THE TERM BIBLICALLY

A.  Old Testament

1.  Locate ten men or women who failed in the area of integrity and why they failed.




Adam – blame-shifting.

Cain – lying about his brother

Joseph’s brothers – lying

Moses – taking things in his own hands

Abraham/Isaac – lying

Jacob – deceiving

Sampson – not keeping to the truth

David – adultery

Solomon – 1 Kings 11

Aaron

2.  Locate ten men or women who succeeded in the area of integrity (please be sure that the issue is one of integrity and not just obedience, although they often go together).




Daniel - would not compromise as a man of prayer.

Abel – a more acceptable sacrifice

Joseph – with Potiphar’s wife

Esther – re: the King and the Jews

Ruth – re: Naomi and Boaz

Samuel – 2 Samuel 11

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego – Daniel 3

B.  New Testament

1.  Jesus was a man of integrity - list some examples.

His handling of truth/law

His consistency

His dealings with His mom

His risking of His life over His beliefs

His dealings with His disciples

2.  Paul calls Timothy to be a man of integrity. See if you can find the verses that complete these sentences. They are all in 1 Timothy 6 and 
2 Timothy 4, and all begin with the letter “f.”  Three are very clear in the KJV.  Have fun.
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FINAL EVALUATION

A.  The Call

Two Statements From Lincoln - The following two statements from Abraham Lincoln tell of his integrity leading a war-torn nation:
“I desire so to conduct the affairs of this administration that if at the end, when I come to lay down the reins of power, I have lost every other friend of power. I have lost every other friend on earth, I shall at least have one friend left, and that friend shall be down inside of me.”

I do the very best I know how; the very best I can; and I mean to keep on doing it to the end. If the end brings me out all right, what is said against me will not amount to anything. If the end brings me out all wrong, then a legion of angels swearing I was right will make no difference.”

Mark Twain’s Motto – Among the souvenirs in the Mark Twain Memorial in Hartford, Conn., one finds these words written on white paper and neatly framed:

“Always do right. It will gratify some people and astonish the rest. Truly yours, Mark Twain, New York, Feb. 16, 1901.”

George Washington – Few men have virtue to withstand the highest bidder.

Woodrow Wilson – I would rather fail in a cause that someday will triumph than to win in a cause that I know someday will fail.

Malay Proverbs – Character is a victory, not a gift.

Macaulay – The measure of a man’s real character is what he would do if he knew he would never be found out.

Jesus said, “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves.  Ye shall know they by their fruits.  Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles?  Even so, every good tree bringeth forth good fruit, but a corrupt tree bringeth forth bad fruit.  A good tree cannot bring forth bad fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit.  Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire.  Wherefore, by their fruits ye shall know them” (Matt 7:15-20).

B.  The Conviction

1.  Has the Holy Spirit spoken to you in any area of integrity?

2.  What are you going to do about it?

Congratulations fellow man with a mission!  You have successfully completed the year.  Where will you go from here?

First, let me personally thank you for your serious studying and application of the time together.  I hope that the time was beneficial to you and that you can see how you are growing to become more like him.  That is the major reason we have classes like this.  It is our desire to see His followers resemble Him more each and every day.  Completing the year was no small endeavor, and you are to be commended for finishing the race.

Second, will you go on?  You need to pray about where you will proceed to and from here.  The church of Jesus Christ is counting on men like you to take the call of being a man with a mission seriously.  Will you be one that does?  Or, will you be like some who followed only so far, and then retreated to a life of mediocrity?  Make the next several months a matter of serious prayer and prepare to continue Men with a Mission in the fall.  You will hear over the summer of the next meeting times.

Mount Airy Bible Church consists of numerous men who traveled these pages before you.  These men are becoming the backbone of the church.  Yet, as the church is growing, more men will need to step up and take on responsibility so that the load is bearable for all.  Can the Lord and His church count on you?

Again, thank you for the great year and your dedication to being men with a mission.  May it not end here.  May you accept the call to go on further in your study, and may you finish all three years.

To God be the glory.

With thanksgiving for your walk and love for Him,

Pastor Wally
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