DGOWL Group Minutes.
January 22nd 2015 Mabie Forest Rangers Office.
Present: Lesley Smith- Forestry Commission, Elizabeth Tindall – D&G Council Rangers Service for the Stewartry, Jessica Shackleton – Allanton World Peace Sanctuary, Tom Henry – D&G Council Rangers Service for Dumfries, Judy Baxter – National Trust for Scotland (NTS), Emma Platt – Carbon Centre, Ali Bowers – Border Forest Trust (BFT).

1. Apologies: Alice Campbell, Caroline Uchima, John Wheeler, Robin Fuller, Emma Rawlins.

2. Minutes: Jessica apologised for not having done the last set of minutes from the 4th December meeting held at Mabie Forest Rangers Office. She will write them up.
3. Welcome:  Held a  go round the table with introductions.
4. Two Events:
First Event: 
DGOWL info networking event inviting organisations to meet us. 
When / Where: To be held on Friday 27th   March (tbc after consultation with other orgs) in Dock Park. 
Who: Target 20 -40 groups. Members are invited to join sub groups to help organise this event.
Aim: to increase membership. No subs due anymore.
Programme: Morning. Formal with feedback followed by packed lunch. 
Afternoon skills share session with tea coffee provided.
Four activities of 15 -20 minutes each and then repeat them all. 
Second Event:  Environmental Arts Festival Scotland (EAFS) – Owl and the Pussy Cat.
Elizabeth has asked for an insurance quote to cover all DGOWL events and for any member doing an event on behalf of OWL. We hope the premium will be about £300  for public liability cover. 
5. Website: up and running. Issues with login. Robin had no access. Cecilia did have access. Only one login but can be shared. Problems with photos and text moving about but think it’s fixed now.
There’s a generic welcome page plus other pages. Much simpler now.

Go to Events for minutes of meetings!
6. Bank Account: Robin needs copy of minutes which detail changes. Pay and cash cheque for insurance cover for DGOWLS with FEI account. Phoebe is main address for mail at the moment. Elizabeth used her home address for the insurance. Jessica offered Allanton’s address as an official address because she and Caroline are secretaries.
7. Phone: Tom to set up and get a SIM card with £10 credit. Rotate looking after of phone amongst membership. Lesley to repay Tom.  
8. Update from people present:  

· Lesley is now involved in a different project and may not be involved with DGOWLS much longer.
· Elizabeth is organising the Environment Fair. To be held on 7th or 14th March. Money from the Council and she has two students helping her organise it. Rutherford McGowan building at the Crichton or a school or Dock Park venues.Cannot accommodate all those who participated last year. Limited budget.

World Oceans Day is June 8th. Tent on the Rockcliffe beach for Sat 6th Sun 7th and invite people to put on events. Meeting with Council Rangers and NTS. Student support may be available. General Public Event.

She is also working in schools building fires outdoors. Has put in early retirement request.

Wild Seasons fb twitter and pinterest.

Will complete all events discussed here if it is granted. Will know by mid Feb.
· Elizabeth and Tom gave schools update.

· Jessica talked about Heritage Lottery Funding for the Allanton Wildlife Woodland Walk to be launched on 6th June at their annual World Peace Festival. Working with Sanqhuar Academy to record biodiversity for an information board.

· Tom has finished draft of Outdoor Skills Book. It is based on 3 day training course he’s been running for teachers in D&G. 80 pages. Emma Platt and Judy Baxter offered to proof read it and comment before it goes to print sometime between Mar-May.

Dr Finlayson Challenge 2015  Eco Vision Song Contest. Composed and performed by the kids. Put on GLOW for kids to vote. Access to GLOW restricted trying to sort out. End of May launch after Euro Vision beginning May as lead in.

After end of March D&G Rangers will only be involved with:

· Teacher training 

· Dr Finlayson Challenge.
Ross off to University.

No charge to schools for Council training course. Run on inset days. Keith Walker can help get permission for teachers to attend training. Feedback from others is most fun inset day ever!

Emma Platt asked to attend and for info re dates. Ali asked Tom if she could join training on 17th Feb and was accepted.
· Judy Baxter NTS is repairing footpaths at the moment. Not the time of year for outdoor events. Working with volunteers. Run up to summer holidays busiest time.

· Emma Platt. Carbon Busters P5-S2s. Six workshops on climate change. Reducing the carbon footprint of schools- 60 schools over 2years. External funding. Offers programme to schools for free.

· Ali from Borders Forest Trust is based at Corehead Farm. Setting up Family Adventure Club and Junior Rangers Conservation. Working with a Youth Worker Linda Hailey.

Teaches adult fungi ID and does Wildlife Surveys.

9. AOB: Forest School Leader status clarified for those present. Tom to sort phone and hand to Elizabeth.
10. OWL clothing: Lesley sporting pale blue top with new OWL Logo. They have a box full in their office. No other colourways.
11. Date of Next meeting at Mabie Forest Rangers Office.
 10th March 10-12 paper meeting 12.30-3 skills share. Ways to cook eggs.

