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NIRI BOSTON PRESENTS:

SENIOR IRO BREAKFAST FORUM

Designed to be an interactive roundtable for IROs with five or more years of experience; panels will kick off the discussion on two hot topics affecting IROs today

Friday, January 14, 2005

7:30 AM – 10:00 AM

at The DoubleTree Guest Suites

550 Winter Street 

Waltham, MA

Join us for this Senior IRO Roundtable Breakfast Forum that will cover two timely (and timeless) topics – Proxy Trends and Financial Guidance – through interactive panels featuring industry experts, combined with active audience discussion.  While the panelists will speak to some of the key issues of the sessions up front, the goal of the program is to encourage as much audience participation as possible, drawing from the vast experience contained within our membership.  Therefore, ample time will be left for lively and valuable Q&A on each topic.  Due to the format and potentially limited seating for this meeting, IR services vendors are requested to limit attendance to one person per company.

Session One: “Navigating the 2005 Annual Meeting and Proxy Season” will cover topics such as the key factors institutional investors consider when deciding how they’ll vote, what to do when a proxy advisor recommends a vote against management’s proposal, and the impact of governance ratings on the investment and voting decision-making process.  Panelists include:

Robert McCormick, Director, Investment Proxy Research, Fidelity Management & Research Company

Bill Ultan, Senior Managing Director – Corporate Governance, Morrow & Co., Inc.

Randall Hancock, Executive Vice President and General Manager, Global Research, Institutional Shareholder Services

Dan Konigsburg, Director, Governance Services, Standard & Poor’s

Session Two: “Financial Guidance and Disclosure Trends – To Guide or Not to Guide?”  will cover a broad spectrum of issues pertaining to financial guidance and disclosure including how to balance the Street’s focus on short-term earnings visibility with management’s desire to create long-term value, how analysts and investors view transparency, and the inclusion of non-GAAP and non-financial performance metrics as part of guidance. Panelists include:

Philip Rueppel, Partner, Investment Research, America’s Growth Capital

James O’Hare, Counsel, Kirkpatrick & Lockhart LLP

Tony Takazawa, Director of Investor Relations, EMC Corporation

As space may be limited, please RSVP promptly.

Date: 
 Friday, January 14, 2005

Time:   7:30 AM to 8:00 AM – Registration, Breakfast, Networking


 8:00 AM to 9:00 AM – Session #1


 9:00 AM to 9:15 AM – Break


 9:15 AM to 10:00 AM – Session #2 
Location:  DoubleTree Hotel, 550 Winter Street, Waltham, MA 

From Route 93 (Boston) - Take Route 93 South to I-90 (MA Turnpike) West. Follow to Route 128/95 North. Take Route 128/95 to exit 27B (Winter St.). At the end of the exit ramp, turn right at the light. Then, at the top of the hill, bear right over the highway. Get into the lane for First Avenue. The hotel entrance is on First Avenue at the corner of First Avenue and Winter Street.
PANELIST BIOS

Robert McCormick, Director, Investment Proxy Research, Fidelity Management & Research Company

Robert McCormick, Esq., is the Director of Investment Proxy Research at Fidelity Management and Research Company where he has worked since 1997.  Prior to joining Fidelity, he was a staff attorney at Keenan, Powers & Andrews and Prudential Securities, both in New York City.  Mr. McCormick earned his J.D. degree from Quinnipiac University School of Law in 1993 and B.A. degree from Providence College in 1990.  He received a graduate certificate of special studies in administration and management at the Harvard University Extension School in 2004.  He is admitted to the bars of New York, Massachusetts and Rhode Island, and a member of the Rhode Island Bar Association.    He serves on the International Corporate Governance Network’s Cross-Border Voting Practices Committee and Securities Lending Committee.  He also is a member of ADP’s Institutional Client Services Global Steering Committee.  Mr. McCormick has spoken at numerous industry conferences including those sponsored by the National Association of Stock Plan Professionals, the American Society of Corporate Secretaries, the Conference Board's Global Corporate Governance Research Center, the Global Equity Organization and the National Association of Corporate Directors.

Bill Ultan, Senior Managing Director – Corporate Governance, Morrow & Co., Inc.

Bill Ultan is Senior Managing Director – Corporate Governance for Morrow & Co., Inc. in New York. Morrow & Co., Inc. is a fully integrated shareholder services firm that provides a wide range of services including proxy solicitation and strategic consulting.  Bill advises a wide range of corporate issuers on compensation and governance issues, and also has extensive experience working on proxy fights, tender offers, and other corporate control matters. He previously was a senior member of the firm’s Stock Surveillance and Proxy Solicitation departments. He has made frequent presentations to law firms and industry groups, including the International Merger and Acquisition Conference sponsored by the University of Miami Law School, as well as to the Society of Corporate Secretaries and Governance Professionals (both the national conference and specific chapters) and the National Investor Relations Institute (chapters). Bill is a graduate of Connecticut College and resides in New York.
Randall Hancock, Executive Vice President and General Manager, Global Research, Institutional Shareholder Services 

Randall Hancock heads ISS’ Global Research business unit responsible for all of ISS’ corporate governance policy development, proxy analysis and research operations.  Prior to joining ISS, Hancock served as IBM’s Global Leader of the Institute for Business Value, where he led teams in the United States, Europe and Asia responsible for developing and deploying business research and advice to clients worldwide across 15 industries and six functional areas.  He was also a Vice President and Partner in the IBM Business Consulting Services group.

Mr. Hancock has more than fifteen years of business experience, having managed research and business strategy services at Mainspring, Gemini Consulting, and The MAC Group.  He has provided research and advice to clients across a wide variety of industries, including financial services, telecommunications, media and computing, as well as across many issue areas, such as corporate strategy, electronic commerce, marketing, change management, knowledge management and human capital issues.  Previously, he was also a financial analyst with the corporate finance group of Smith Barney.  He earned an MBA with Distinction from The Kellogg School of Management and an A.B. in economics from Harvard University. 

Daniel Konigsburg, Director, Governance Services, Standard & Poors

Daniel Konigsburg is a Director within Governance Services and acts as the global methodology and criteria coordinator for the group.  He is responsible for the development and application of services to evaluate and measure the corporate governance practices of companies in emerging and developed markets. Dan has spoken widely on the topic of corporate governance as an investment risk.  Prior to joining Standard & Poor’s, Dan was a senior analyst at a leading corporate governance consultancy in Washington, D.C. where, as manager of a five-member research team, he provided corporate governance advice to a client base of pension funds and mutual funds investing in international equities. Previously, he worked as a consultant in both Prague and Moscow.  Dan holds a B.A. from Yale University in addition to Russian Language Studies qualifications from both St. Petersburg and Moscow State Universities. 
Philip Rueppel, Sell-side analyst, America’s Growth Capital

Philip Rueppel is a Partner in the Investment Research Group of America’s Growth Capital focused on the software sector.  Prior to joining America's, Phil was a Principal at TA Associates where he focused on Internet infrastructure investments, including storage, content management and systems management.  Previously, Phil was a Managing Director and Senior Computer Systems Analyst covering the Internet Infrastructure and Computer Systems sectors at Deutsche Banc Alex. Brown.  In addition, Phil was a Senior Analyst covering computer systems companies at Sanford C. Bernstein & Co., Inc. and was an Engineering and Marketing Manager at Hewlett-Packard.  Phil has a B.S. in Electrical Engineering from Yale University and an M.B.A. from Harvard Business School.  Phil was a four-time Wall Street Journal All-Star Analyst.

James O’Hare, Counsel, Kirkpatrick & Lockhart LLP

James O’Hare has 20 years of experience in representing technology-based companies, their boards of directors and investors in the areas of mergers & acquisitions, general corporate matters, dispute resolution, and public and private financings.  Prior to joining K&L, Mr. O’Hare was the Managing Director responsible for US Software Investment Banking for Adams, Harkness & Hill from 2000 through 2001.  He was responsible for managing and coordinating activities of the software team, including both research analysts and investment bankers.  

From 1996 to 2000, Mr. O’Hare was the Senior Vice President, General Counsel and Corporate Secretary of Cambridge Technology Partners (NASDAQ:CATP).  Mr. O’Hare was outside General Counsel to Cambridge Technology Partners from 1992 to 1996.   Prior to 1996, Mr. O'Hare was a partner in a large Boston-based law firm.  He represented publicly-and privately held companies on matters of corporate governance and regulatory compliance, M&A transactions, public securities underwritings, private placements and venture financings, as well as intellectual property licensing and general corporate matters.  He received a J.D. from Boston College Law School, and an A.B. from the University of Notre Dame.

Anthony Takazawa, Director of Global Investor Relations, EMC Corporation

Anthony Takazawa serves as the Director of Global Investor Relations at EMC Corporation, the world leader in products, services and solutions for information storage and management.  The Global Investor Relations team is responsible for all communication and relationships with investors from around the world regarding EMC’s strategy, operations, markets and products.  The team is also responsible for the business analysis of EMC and the company’s markets and competitors.  EMC’s Global Investor Relations is active throughout North America, Europe and Asia.

Prior to joining EMC in 1999, Mr. Takazawa was Vice President at Bankers Trust Company where he served as the head of the Mid-Cap Equity Group, Equity Portfolio Manager and Analyst.  Previously, he was an Investment Officer at Phoenix Investment Council where he served various roles including Equity Portfolio Manager and Director of Equity Research.  Mr. Takazawa earned a BBA in Finance from the University of Notre Dame and a MBA from the University of Wisconsin-Madison where he was a graduate of the Applied Securities Analysis Program.  He has earned his Chartered Financial Analyst (CFA) designation from the CFA Institute.  He is also a member of the National Investor Relations Institute (NIRI).

MEETING RESERVATION FORM

A CREDIT CARD NUMBER IS REQUIRED TO HOLD YOUR RESERVATION. Excluded: Those on the prepaid meal plan and if your credit card information is on file with NIRI Boston.  Credit cards are not processed until the week of the meeting.

TO:  Paulette Johnson

        NIRI Boston Chapter



Phone: (781) 331-4149

        160 Burkhall Street, #302



Fax:     (781) 335-7699

        Weymouth, MA  02190



Email:  pljadmin@comcast.net

· Yes, I plan to attend the Friday, January 14, 2005 - NIRI Boston Chapter Meeting at The DoubleTree Guest Suites, Waltham, MA.

Name: _____________________________________________________________________________

     (As you would like it to appear on your name tag)

Company: ____________________________________________________________________________

Telephone: _______________ Fax: ________________ Email: _________________________

*Credit card: AX, VS, MC #_________________________Expiration Date: ________________

Name as it appears on credit card: _____________________________________________________
Please register me as follows:
___ Boston Chapter Member ($25.00) 

____ Non-member ($40.00)

___ Prepaid Plan                         

____ Out of work member ($15)

If non-member:

____ Vendor  _____ IR Counselor      _____ Corporate IR Practitioner

_____ Other Specify:_____________________

____ Vegetarian     _____ Other dietary requests

___I am a new member of NIRI Boston            ____ This is my first NIRI Boston meeting

Payment is due by Friday, January 7, 2004.  Please make checks payable to: NIRI Boston Chapter. 

Payment will be by Check: ___    Cash: ___    Credit Card: ___    On file: ____

Please fax (781) 335-7699 or e-mail pljadmin@comcast.net this form to arrive by 11 AM, Friday, January 7, 2004.  If you make a reservation and do not attend, you will be charged for the meeting fee.  Reservations may be cancelled through 11 AM, Friday, January 7, 2004 at no charge.  An additional $10.00 fee will be charged for late registrations and walk-ins. 

Disclaimer:  Sending credit card information via e-mail does not guarantee security. NIRI Boston cannot be held liable for misuse of information intercepted through outside electronic sources. This form may be faxed to 781-335-7699.

