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The Plays have all been chosen, parts have been cast, lighting plots elaborated, costumes and sets designed and rehearsals are well underway for the performances which we will enjoy in Stockholm this Whitsuntide. If you are thinking of coming, make sure you book your hotel rooms early. Whit is not a holiday in Sweden, so there is business as usual in the city and there is a big medical conference taking place the same weekend… Details of FEATS hotels follow, please make sure you use the correct codes when booking.  Look forward to seeing lots of you in Stockholm.
:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::


I have finally received the running order. NOT the fault of the organising committee, but, I believe, that of some of the groups who were tardy in sending in their information.

Friday
NEAT, Stuttgart
Dublin Carol by Conor McPherson


Entity Players, Munich
The Parting by Tanika Gupta


Hamburg Players
The Furies by Elena Kaufman*

Saturday
BSS, Brussels
What Happened Here by Stuart Delves 




- A Retelling of King Lear * 


TIE, Brussels
Psychosis by Sarah Kane


FEST, Frankfurt
Eleemosynary by Lee Blessing

Sunday
Semi-Circle, Basle
The Cavern by Dilys Gater


De Waanzin, Ghent
Celebration by Harold Pinter


ITG, Brussels
Max Dix, Zero to Six by Vincent Eaton

Sunday
The Bonn Players
Curtain Calls by Margie Cross *


BATS, Antwerp
The Pupil by Tom de Beckker *


AATG, The Hague
Going Underground by Christopher Morgan

* denotes an original script.
The following hotels have been reserved for FEATS goers.  Please make sure you use the relevant codes for each one.
Hotel Anno 1647 (Slussen)  http://www.anno1647.se/content.asp
Mariagränd 3

Tel: +46 8 442 1680

IMPORTANT USE Code: “T2008” WHEN BOOKING ROOMS
Rooms that are not booked are released after the 25th March

Rooms:
27










Weekday
Weekend (Fri, Sat and Sun)







SEK


    EUR

4 single rooms standard

1575

1045

164
109


4 combi rooms * standard (2 pers)
1725

1195

180
124


6 double rooms standard (2 pers)
1895

1395

197
145


1 several bed room (3-6 pers)
2195

1695

229
177


6 single economy**


875

675

91
70


6 double economy**


1045

845

109
88



* combirum; room with single bed and bed in closet






** economy room; room with shower/wc in corridor





All prices are per night. Breakfast buffet is included and taxes and service. 

Globen Hotel Quality
  http://www.globehotel.se/
Arenaslingan 7


Tel: +46 8 6866320


IMPORTANT USE Code: “082516” WHEN BOOKING ROOMS
Deadline for cancelling rooms is April 9th

All rooms that are not reserved by payment will be released. 

Single rooms
10
1595 SEK / 166 EUR

Double rooms
15
1695 SEK / 177 EUR

EXTRA BED  in the double rooms for 350 SEK
/ 36 EUR

Ett Litet Hotel

http://www.ettlitethotell.se/index.html
Stenhuggarvägen 1, 132 38 Saltsjö-Boo

Tel: +46 8-747 20 14,

25 mins by bus from city. 10 mins by bus from Dieselverkstad. 


Single rooms
14
560 SEK / 58 EUR




Double rooms
5
710 SEK / 74 EUR



Queens Hotel
30

http://www.queenshotel.se/index.asp?language=en
Drottninggatan 71A

Tel: +46 8 24 94 60

25 STANDARD ROOMS RESERVED 

250 SEK (26 EUR) FOR EXTRA BED I DOUBLE ROOM

IMPORTANT USE Code: “FEATS” WHEN BOOKING ROOMS

5% discount on each room, each night on the prices below

 

Single room 
sek per night – eur per night


(weekdays/weekend)

Standard (***)

Room with private facilities (shower & wc) 
1190/1090 – 124/114 

 

Superior (****)

Room with private facilities (shower & wc)
1550/1350 – 161/141

Room with private facilities (bathtub & wc)
1550/1350 – 161/141

 

 Breakfast and VAT are included in all prices

 

Double room
sek per night – eur per night


(weekday/weekend)
Standard (***)

Room with private facilities (shower & wc)
1350/1200 – 141/125

Superior (****)

Room with private facilities (shower & wc)
1550/1350 – 161/141

Room with private facilities (bathtub & wc)
1550/1350 – 161/141

Breakfast and VAT are included in all prices

Loginn Hotell
 http://www.loginn.se/loginn.se/en/hem.htm
Boat accom
Kajplats 16

Tel: +46 8 442 4420





IMPORTANT USE Code: “FEATS” WHEN BOOKING ROOMS
The preliminary rooms will be released by 20 February if not reserved by credit card.

All prices are per room inclusive moms and breakfast

All cabins har own wc/shower. Payment in sek or credit card. Babycot available at extra cost. 


Room types
  
Description
  
Weekdays

Weekends* 



1. Singleroom

80cm bed
  
695 sek/€75 

595 sek/€64 



person  per room 
1







2. Combi room 
Bunkbeds
  
895 sek/€90 

795 sek/€70 



person  per room 
2







3. Triple room 
Bunkbeds






with bottom madress 120cm 
  

1095 sek/€118 
895 sek/€76 

person  per room 
3







4. Matros cabin
120cm bed
  
895 sek/€96 

795 sek/€75 



person  per room 
2







5. Officershytt 
140cm bed 
  
995 sek/€107 

895 sek/€76 


person  per room 
2






6. Styrmans cabin
160cm bed 
  
1195 sek/€129 
1195 sek/€129 


person  per room 
3






7. Family room 
160cm bed +
1 bunkbed




Person per room 5  



1395 sek/€150 
1395 sek/€150


* 






Friday and Saturday under May-September apply weekday prices if you only book one night Book 2 nights and weekend prices apply.


To whet your appetites here are Angela’s (FEATS permanent secretary) impressions on Stockholm which she visited for the first time at the beginning of the month for the Steering Committee Meeting. She was afraid the article was too long, but I think it is great. Thank you, Angela.
Stockholm Story

Stockholm – it's a long way north of anywhere else in Europe so the first and most important question to Tom is: what's the weather going to be like?  Back came, as usual, an instant answer:

Friday: light snow, +1 to +5°

Saturday: rain and snow, 0 to +3°


Sunday: rain and snow, -2 to +3 C.

Friday morning and a very early start.  Brussels airport was empty, Brussels Airlines efficient and on time, and so we arrived at a little airport not far from the centre of Stockholm called Bromma – yes, Arlanda may be bigger and Skavsta cheaper, but Bromma beats them both for friendliness, proximity and speed.  Tom – the sun was shining brightly in a bright blue sky, remember?

We stayed at the Hotel Anno 1647 and can thoroughly recommend it for almost the same reasons as Bromma, friendliness, proximity to everything and a very good breakfast.  Off to do some Christmas shopping (I'm a forward planner) and to discover what Stockholm has to offer in place of the Manneken Pis and windmills – elk, painted wooden horses and Viking helmets (though I'm sure I saw one of those in The Hague last year) as well as the most delicious, fattening cakes.

Then Tom arrived to escort us to dinner.  Moose burgers anyone? with ett glas vit/rōtt vin tack (sorry for all you vegetarians – the Swedes like their meat and in large quantities – must be something to do with those long, dark winter nights).  Breakfast next morning – but I've told you about that – and the weather is catching up with the forecast; it's raining, quite hard – no snow though.  Off we go however, escorted by Tina, who took us down into the depths of the earth and explained to us where we were going and how to use the T-bana.  At the other end – do we take the escalator or the hiss to go upp?

Our meeting was in Dee's lovely home, decorated in lovely Swedish style.  And here a word of advice to all FEATSers: when you meet that smashing guy in a late-night bar after the theatre and he asks you up to see his etchings, in addition to you-know-what, do make sure you have a pair of CLEAN SOCKS in your bag or pocket.  As in Japan, when you go into someone's home in Sweden you leave your shoes by the front door and if your toenail polish isn't freshly applied or you have ladders in your stockings – well, it's a good idea to be able to slip on a pair of clean socks (thanks, Dympna, for lending me yours).

The evening started with a taxi ride (and how cheap it was!) to Tom's new flat – also lovely, but not quite so Swedish – and out to supper again.  This time it was a mixed grill which consisted of one very large piece of meat (beef? I think not – reindeer? elk? horse? All I can say is that it was not saignant but very bien cuit).  And so to bed, a comfortable night as by then I had discovered how to turn down the radiator – the Swedes, like the Canadians, seem to think that when it is very cold outside, you have to be very hot inside.

Another good breakfast, which made the 71 steps back up to my hotel room rather difficult, and Nigel took me off for a special tour of the theatre as I had missed it in October.  Small – but otherwise just lovely (am I over-using that word?) and the whole complex is full of exciting things: a café (have I told you about the Swedish cakes yet? If you are on a diet, you really should consider giving FEATS a miss this year) and a restaurant and a library and a youth orchestra (which might never make it much further than the rehearsal we listened to for a few seconds, but they did seem to be enjoying themselves) and a rock climbing wall, or rather several including one of the most difficult anywhere in the world – we thought it would be more suitable for members of TIE than for most other groups.  Oh yes, and if you find the festival really boring you can nip through the restaurant and into the cinema while if you hate watching the Fringe the theatre is surrounded by the most fabulous (not just lovely this time) shopping centre ….  The weather?  A spattering of rain and it looked like snow which never materialised, in a temperature was above freezing.  Moral: don’t trust Tom’s weather forecasting abilities.
Having eaten so much breakfast (again) there wasn't much point in taking time off for lunch; so after the theatre visit it was a short walk around the centre of Stockholm, a couple more Christmas presents in my case, and then back to the airport and home – goodness, I'm looking forward to FEATS in May.

Observations:

Food doesn't cost too much but drinks can be expensive.

Shops are open all day on Sunday, and Whit-Monday was demoted as a holiday in Sweden a couple of years ago.  Shopping takes ages because everything (a biro costing less than 2 Euro) is carefully wrapped, and carefully taped, and carefully placed in a bag and handed gently to you.  Goodness knows how long it would take if you wanted it gift packaged – but hey, we'll all be on holiday so does it matter?

A note about the T-bana: buy a strip ticket, and hand it to the person at the ticket desk for stamping.  If there is no one at the ticket desk, make a note of the name of the station and the time so that if you are stopped by an inspector, he will know you couldn’t have had your ticket validated.  I’m not sure whether he then validates it for you or allows you to continue your journey for free – we’ll find out in May.

Every Swede speaks perfect English.  Every taxi driver appears to come from Pakistan and they don't/won't speak English.  There are an amazing number of Japanese walking around, and every other fast eating place is a sushi bar.  Here is a list of some useful Swedish words:

Hello 
Hej!


Goodbye 
Hej då 


Please
Snälla (or, more often, tack – see below)

Thank you
Tack
Yes
Ja
No
Nej
Six
Sex (do not confuse with the word for sex, which is sex)

Beer
Ől
Ice cream
Glass (note different spelling from glas, glass)

Toilets
Toaletter
(And for those staying there: Ett Litet Hotel means The Little Hotel)

A useful website (in addition to www.FEATS.eu) is www.stockholm.se/english.  The theatre (Dieselverkstaden) does have a website, but unless your Swedish is a great deal better than mine, you’ll find it hard.  Here it is, though, just for interest: www.dieselverkstaden.se. 

There’s something marvellous called the Stockholm Card, which gives you free entry to 75 museums and attractions, free travel by public transport, free sightseeing by boat as well as several other bonus offers. You decide whether you want a card that is valid for 24, 48 or 72 hours. The card will not be valid until it is stamped with the time and date the first time you use it. Three child cards can be purchased per adult card. The card is valid once per attraction and entitles you to unlimited travel by metro, bus and commuter train.  (72 hours = 580 kr.)

Most shop window contain the word REA.  As it was often coupled with 40%, 50%, 60% it was easy to understand – but no, we hadn't stumbled on the sales period, sales apparently go on nearly all the year round.  Bok Rea were words that we saw often (add an extra 'o' to the first word), and a wonderful institution at the bus station was called a Pocket Shop, which sells paper backs all the year round at 25% off the marked price.

And I had sworn to finish all the books I have now before buying another one ….
############





The 35th British “All Winners” Festival will take place at the Gaiety Theatre, Douglas, Isle of Man from Saturday 19th to Friday 25th July 2008.  The adjudicator will be Colin Dolley  GODA.  The One Act plays will be presented on Monday 21st and Wednesday 23rd  July.  There will be a special Gala Night on Friday, featuring An Evening with Sir Derek Jacobi, followed by the Award Ceremony.  In view of the high cost of travel to the Isle of Man, generous expenses (up to £1000 for a One Act production) are being offered as well as a cash prize of £500 to the winner of each section.

THEATRE DATES FOR  2008 
WHEN
WHO
WHAT
WHERE

CONTACT

March
11 – 13
E.C.C., Brussels
Animal Farm
De Kam, Wezembeek
www.theatreinbrussels.com


7, 8,13,14,18–20 NWTC, Luxembourg
Design for Living
Théâtre des Capucins
www.nwtc.lu
April
8 – 19
I.T.G., Brussels
Rewarding Experiences
Warehouse, Schaerbeek
www.irishtheatregroup.com




0032.475 585 462
10 – 11
NWTC, Luxembourg
Design for Living
Théâtre des Capucins
www.luxembourgticket.lu
10 – 18
BATS, Antwerp
Independence
The Belfry
bats_tickets@yahoo.com 





0032.495-31 76 87
22 – 26
A.T.C., Brussels
Café Theatre
Scarabeus, Schaerbeek
www.atc-brussels.com
May
7 – 9
NWTC, Luxembourg
Never Shop and F**k 
Théâtre National de Luxembourg
or 47 08 951


when you are Angry
9 – 12
FEATS 2008
Dieselwerkstadt, Stockholm
www.FEATS.eu
20 24
GEDS, Geneva
The Night of the Iguana
Théêtre de l’Espérance
www.geds.ch 
29 – 1 June
Brussels Light Opera Co.
A Funny Thing Happened on
De Bosvil, Jesus Eik
www.bloc-brussels.be


the way to the Forum.

0032 484 768 117 
June
3 – 7
The Bonn Players 
The Odd Couple 
Brotfabrik
www.bonnplayers.de
4 – 14
Hamburg Players
The Dining Room

www.hamburgplayers.de
7 
Festival of English Speaking Theatre, Lorenzensaal, Zug
13 – 15
Brussels Shakespeare Soc.
The Tempest
Corroy-le-Château
www.shaksoc.com

July
3 – 9
Tagora
The Fifteen Minute Hamlet

http://tagora.eu 
PLEASE SEND ANY INFORMATION FOR INCLUSION IN THE NEWSLETTER OR ON THE FEATS WEBSITE TO:  Editor@FEATS.eu or  Webmaster@FEATS.eu
OR BY ORDINARY MAIL TO:

 Sue Seth, Ancien Presbytère, 
F – 32350 St Arailles
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