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AREA NOTICES
NORTHERN AREA MEMBERSHIP NUMBERS AS AT 1ST JUNE 2014
	
	1 MAY
2014
	1 JUNE
2014

	Difference

	Annual Members
	4,954
	4,987
	+33

	Life Members
	3,279
	3,273
	  -6

	Honorary Life Members
	     22
	    23
	 +1

	Current Total 
	8,255
	8,283
	 +28

	Associate Members
	1,162
	1,185
	 +23

	Grand Total               
	9,417
	9,468
	+51


ADMIN STAFF TAKE TO THE SKIES TO RAISE FUNDS FOR WINGS APPEAL- Sam Loughlin (admin) and Kirsten Morrissey (welfare) from the Northern Area HQ Leyland, will be making the jump out of a perfectly serviceable aircraft, to raise funds for the RAF Associations Wings Appeal. Sam and Kirsten have worked for us for nearly a year-and-a half and have decided to take the plunge and throw themselves out at a height of 10,000 feet. 
The event takes place on the 3rd September and is with our friends the RAF Falcons Display team. Good luck to the Ladies.  
If you would like to sponsor them, please visit the link below. Alternatively please complete the attached sponsor form and return to the Northern Area Office.
 www.virginmoneygiving.com/team/northernareahqladies 
CLUB QUARTERLY REPORTS – Please find attached the Clubs Quarterly Reports for the period 1st April to 30th June, can all Branches that this applies to please ensure they complete this and return to Area as soon as possible after the 30th June.
RAF ASSOCIATION ANNUAL CONFERENCE - Members of all Areas descended on Blackpool for the RAF Association Annual Conference weekend 16th-18th May. The weekend was an opportunity to not only catch up with old friends but also to attend to some important RAFA business.  
Please see below the list of resolutions and if they were carried or have fallen.  For more information about how these impact on your Branch or Club please contact the Area Director on 01772 426930 or alternatively e-mail darrell.slater-smith@rafa.org.uk
As well as the business side it was also an opportunity to see how the Association’s wonderful Welfare work continues to support the entire RAF family and featured some moving accounts of how our work affects our beneficiaries. Hopefully your delegate has portrayed just how important our Welfare work continues to be.
Saturday evening saw the awards presentation at the Conference Awards and Gala Evening and also featured an impressive continuity rifle display by the Queen’s Colour Squadron.  Music for the evening was provided by RAF Music Services.
Sunday morning was also a pleasure to witness as the Service of Dedication which was a sight to behold as members once again did us proud and marched along the seafront to cheers and applause.  The flypast/mini display from the RAF Tucano with RAF Association colours and Wings logo was a flying spectacle, a real crowd pleaser and fantastic flying advert for what we do.
 Our thanks to the team from RAF Linton-on-Ouse and their Stn Cdr for arranging this.
RESOLUTIONS CARRIED
RESOLUTION 1 
This Conference resolves that Byelaw 26 be amended by inserting the following after Byelaw 26(1):  If a vacancy occurs amongst the Elected Members, it shall be filled by the Annual Conference Committee by offering the vacancy to the unsuccessful candidates at the last election in turn, starting with the candidates who obtained the greatest number of votes. If there were no unsuccessful candidates or if none of these candidates are willing to fill the vacancy, it shall be filled by the Annual Conference Committee by appointing any member who is eligible for appointment.
If a vacancy occurs amongst the Members of Council on the Annual Conference Committee, it shall be filled by the Council.

RESOLUTION 2 
This Conference resolves that Central Council investigate a way forward to ensure that Members on Area and CHQ Membership Rolls are not disenfranchised and each roll is represented by a voting delegate at Area and Annual Conferences, and that the governing documents are amended accordingly.
RESOLUTION 4 
This Conference having approved a new category of Youth Membership, rafa YOUTH, now agrees that the Association extend the eligibility of the rafa YOUTH scheme, subject to the satisfactory completion of due diligence by Central Council, to include all air cadet organisations in the British Commonwealth.
EMERGENCY RESOLUTION 1
This Conference resolves that the Eagle and Globe emblem remains as an integral part of the Association identity.
EMERGENCY RESOLUTION 2 

Notwithstanding the proposal in Resolution No 8 to hold the 2016 Annual Conference in Harrogate subject to due diligence, Council is requested to also consider Blackpool as the 2016 Conference venue.
RESOLUTIONS NOT CARRIED
RESOLUTION 3 
This Conference resolves that Rule 8 (1 (c)) be superseded, as follows, That a spouse, partner, widow, widower and sons or daughters (on reaching the age of 18 years), of personnel who are serving or who have served in the Royal Air Force be eligible for Ordinary Membership of the Royal Air Forces Association. 
RESOLUTION 5 

This Annual General Meeting of Conference agrees with immediate effect, all future memberships are run on an Anniversary basis, i.e. the date of joining is the date of renewal, and the Admin Handbook is amended accordingly.
RESOLUTION 6 
This Conference resolves that with effect from 1 January 2015 only full Associate Members of a Branch shall be eligible to become an Associate Member of a RAFA Branch Club and that Standard Club Rule 9 (2) be amended accordingly.
RESOLUTION 7 
This Conference resolves that, following satisfactory due diligence by Central Council, a larger, more substantial Wing emblem, should replace the sticky backed Wing, currently given out by collectors for our Wings Appeal.
RESOLUTION 8 
This Annual General Meeting of Conference agrees that the Conference venue for 2016 should be Harrogate from 13-15 May 2016 subject to due diligence being carried out by Central Council.
TROPHY WINNERS – We are delighted to announce that the following awards were presented at the Annual Conference Gala Awards evening in Blackpool.
	TROPHY
	WINNER

	The Lord Teddy Trophy (Highest Collection)
	RAF Leeming

	The Sir Gus Walker Trophy (ATC Sqn Second Greatest Collection per Capita)
	1224 (Wharfedale) Sqn

	The Sir Robert Saundby Trophy (ATC Sqn Highest Net Wings Appeal Collection)
	1224 (Wharfedale) Sqn

	Shell Mex Trophy (Area Highest % Annual Membership Renewal)
	Northern Area

	The Dickie Collins Branch Club Efficiency Trophy (The Branch Club judged to be the efficient of those Clubs whose parent Branch has over 200 Ordinary or Life Members)
	Huyton with Roby & Liverpool Branch

	The Branch Newsletter Runners-Up Trophy
(Second Best Branch Newsletter)
	Hartlepool


rafa YOUTH - is the new membership category of the RAF Association created for 13-17 year olds in the air-related uniformed youth organisations: ATC, CCF(RAF), Air Scouts, Air Explorer Scouts & Girls Venture Corps Air Cadets. 
A gift of group membership to rafa YOUTH is one way your RAF Association Branch can support, or say thank you to your local cadets/scouts, thus enabling us to inspire and grow the next generation of RAF Association Members and the future Aviation Community. 

rafa YOUTH membership cost £10 per person. You can arrange to purchase memberships by either:
· By calling CHQ 0116 266 5224 ask for the Finance Team, paying by credit/debit card.
· By writing to Helen Gibson at CHQ enclosing a cheque.
· Membership codes are emailed (where possible) and can be given to the cadets to use.
· Membership runs from the date the code is used NOT purchased!
If you would like a presentation at one of your branch meetings please contact Helen on 0116 268 8789 or by email: helen.gibson@rafa.org.uk
FROM THE AREA CHAIRMAN, JOHN ALLISON – Congratulations to Michael Blackman, Northern Area Council Member on being voted on to Central Council at the recent Annual Conference.  Syd Graham is retained as Reserve Member to Central Council and will remain a very active member of Northern Area Council.  
The strength of the Area Council on Central Council continues with my Vice Chairman Mike Clulow being elected by Area Council to be the Northern Area Council Representative.  Well done to all.
AREA DISPLAY EQUIPMENT - Please be aware that in order to facilitate our Branches having access to display equipment without the need to travel long distances to collect such equipment, we have positioned Marquees at the following places:-

1 x Marquee       Skipton Branch

1 x Marquee       Doncaster Branch – (also has 2 new style RAFA pop-up displays)

1 x Marquee       RAF Leeming

2 x Marquees     Leyland
Please note that this equipment will still need to be requested through the area office on 01772 426930 or via e-mail northern@rafa.org.uk
BOMBER COMMAND MEDAL CLASP EVENT – John Allison BEM, Northern Area Chairman and Station (Civil) RAFA Liaison Officer at RAF Linton-on-Ouse, along with Warrant Officer Dougie Lee are proposing to hold a further Bomber Command Medal Clasp event on the Station.  We are also looking at the inclusion of the Arctic Star Medal Clasp.

We would welcome those ex RAF Personnel who have not yet received their Medal Clasp to contact John on johna.rafa@talktalk.net or 01904 761077.  John can also be contacted on Wednesday’s at RAF Linton-on-Ouse on 01347 847106 after 1000 hours.  
With regards to the Arctic Star Medal Clasp if anyone is aware of ex Royal  Navy Personnel in their area who have yet to receive the Clasp, please use the same contact information as above.

We are hoping to hold the event in the Officer’s Mess sometime during August, but await confirmation from ACAS as to his availability.  Further information for the event will be released as soon as is available.
THE PEOPLE’S MOSQUITO – We have been approached by Ross Sharp the Director of Project Engineering and Airframe Compliance, The People’s Mosquito.

This is a charitable organisation with but one aim.  To restore to flying status, and base in the UK an example of the de Havilland Mosquito, as a flying memorial to those who worked on and flew in this fabulous aircraft.  The following link will take you to the website http://peoplesmosquito.org.uk
The good news is that the work – starting with the cutting of a complete set of new wing ribs – has begun in New Zealand, courtesy of our partner, Aerowood Ltd.  The Canadian Spruce being used has come from the same area as that used be de Havilland Canada to build their Mosquitoes during the Second World War.  On the website there is a short colour film of an amazing raid by Mosquitoes, carried out in August 1944 – http//wp.me/p26330—zi.  Please help us to “Build One For Britain”.  Anyone wishing to support this project should make contact with ross.sharp@peoplesmosquito.org.uk
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2375 NESTON ATC SQN WINGS APPEAL PRESENTATION 
2375 Neston ATC Sqn have recently been presented with a special trophy in recognition of their consistent and enthusiastic work for the Royal Air Forces Association Wings Appeal.
OC 2375 Sqn Flt Lt Paul Thelwell is seen here being presented with the Trophy by Mr Steve Hutchinson, Wallasey Branch and Merseyside Regional Chairman.
DONATIONS – We would like to thank Ormskirk Branch for their kind donation of £1000.00 to the Northern Area Welfare Fund.
EVENTS

WINGS APPEAL CONCERT – On Saturday 30th August Morecambe Brass Band featuring Louise Geatch will be performing at a concert to raise funds for the RAF Association Wings Appeal at the United Reformed Church, Sefton Road, Morecambe at 1930.  Tickets are priced at £6.00 and are available from the Morecambe & Lancaster Branch Secretary, please telephone 01524 412987.
DATES FOR THE DIARY 2014
6th June


Families Day – RAF Linton-on-Ouse
7th June 


Merseyside Regional Meeting, Huyton with Roby Branch, 1400.
18th June


Area Council Meeting, RAF Linton-on-Ouse
26th June


Stockton Armed Forces Day, Stockton High Street, Stockton

28th June


Armed Forces Day Service, St Barnabus Church, Regent Road, 





Morecambe, 1430

28th June


Bradford Armed Forces Day, Bradford Town Centre

28th June


Scarborough Armed Forces Day, Scarborough

29th June


RAF Association Driffield Branch 70th Anniversary Concert,





Old Town Hall, Driffield
5th July



Preston Military Show, Fulwood Barracks
7th July



Tynwald Show, Isle of Man
11th-13th July


Fairford International Air Tattoo

12th July


RAF Leeming, Lee Fest

12th July


Haxby Show, Haxby

19th-20th July


Skelmersdale Green Fayre, Skelmersdale

25th-27th July


Sunderland Air Show

31st July


RAF Fylingdales Open Day, Fylingdales

2nd August


Dragon Boat, Preston Docks
9th-10th August


Whitby Regatta, Whitby
10th-11th August

Blackpool Air Show
13th August


Area Council Meeting, RAF Linton-on-Ouse

16th-17th August

Lytham 1940’s Weekend
27th August


ATC Wing Training Day, Halton Training Ground, Morecambe

30th August


Concert with Morecambe Brass Band, United Reformed Church,





Sefton Road, Morecambe 1930
30th-31st August

Rhyl Air Show
3rd September


Northern Area HQ Ladies, RAF Falcons Display Team, Tandem 




Parachute Jump, Sibson Airfield, Peterborough
14th September

Battle of Britain Parade, Skipton

14th September

Battle of Britain Parade, St Thomas Church, St Anne’s-on-the-Sea
20th September

NIVA, Service of Remembrance

20th-21st September

Southport Air Show
21st September 

Battle of Britain Service, York Minster, 1145

21st September

Battle of Britain Parade, Newcastle upon Tyne

21st September

Battle of Britain Service, St Barnabas Church, Regent Road, 





Morecambe, 1830
19th November


Area Council Meeting, RAF Linton on Ouse

Attachments:- 

i. Clubs Quarterly Reports
ii. Northern Area HQ Ladies Tandem jump Sponsor Form
iii. Driffield Branch 70th Anniversary Poster

For more information about any of the events listed above, please contact Area HQ.
To contact us, please use one of the following methods: 


By Letter:

The Royal Air Forces Association

Northern Area Headquarters and Leyland Office

Sterling Court, Offices 1-4

Leyland Business Park, Leyland, PR25 3GR

Tel: 01772 426930 

Email: northern@rafa.org.uk
Website: www.rafa.org.uk 
The Newsletter is also available online at:  http://www.rafa.org.uk/areas-north.asp
Follow us on:
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