	[image: image1.png]}Tacis




	BUSINESS REGISTRATION SURVEY 2005
	[image: image2.png]ROPEAN
OMMERCE
EGISTERS'

*






	TACIS-ECRF Business Registration Survey 2005



Country:   NORWAY
	PART 1 – OVERALL ORGANISATION AND PROCEDURES

Registration authority and jurisdiction

	Name of registration authority:
	The Register of Business Enterprises (in Norwegian: Foretaksregisteret)

	Number of registration offices:
	One

	Jurisdiction of registration offices
	Norway

	Contact details for general enquiries
	Address: Brønnøysundregistrene, 8910 Brønnøysund

Internet: www.brreg.no

Telephone: + 47 75 00 75 00

Telefax: + 47 75 00 75 05

E-mail: firmapost@brreg.no

	Are any functions sub-contracted to other bodies?  (If so, please give details.)
	No

	Is there a single access point (or ‘one-stop shop’) for entrepreneurs establishing a new business?
	The Central Coordinating Register for Legal Entities is the single access point for entrepreneurs establishing a new business. This register has six connected registers:

1. The Register of Business Enterprises

2. The Register of Employers

3. The Register of Foundations

4. Value Added Tax Registration List

5. Statistics Norway

6. The Corporate Taxation Data Register

	Is there a single registration form for all types of business?
	There is a single registration form for all types of business and legal entities, but there is also a simplified version for sole proprietorships.

	Incorporation (legal entities) – see Part 2 for list of entities

	Which methods of application are available? (For instance, web-based, e-mail, fax, post, personal application).
	There are two methods of application available: Post and web-based. The web-based application requires that a duly signed version of the registration form together with enclosures is sent per post.

	Where it is possible to find out what is needed for incorporation? (For instance, a web site, guidance notes, a lawyer)
	Guidance notes and general information are available at web-sites (www.brreg.no, www.spor-oss.no, www.bedin.no), by telephone enquiry (+ 47 75 00 75 00), by e-mail enquiry (firmapost@brreg.no) and by personal visit.

	Is information available in the same way on other aspects of setting up a business (such as licensing, taxation, financing, employment)?
	Yes

	How can an applicant check whether a name is available? (For instance, from a web site, by telephone enquiry, by personal visit)  Is there a fee for the service?
	The control conducted by the Register of Business Enterprises is by law limited to check if there are any identical names registered. An applicant can check whether a name is registered by telephone enquiry, by personal visit or by searching on www.brreg.no. There is no fee for the service. 

	Can an applicant check the proposed name against registered trademarks?  If so, how?
	An applicant can call the Norwegian Patent Office, but the Register of Business Enterprises does not control this aspect of the name.

	Is it possible to reserve a name?  If so, for how long?  Is there a fee for this service?
	No

	Is it necessary to use a notary?  If so, what does the notary do (for instance, prepare documents or just witness signatures)?
	No

	Is it necessary (or usual) to use any other type of intermediary?  If so, what is their function?
	It depends on the type of company. It is usual to get help from lawyers and auditors to establish companies with limited responsibility. The intermediary will assist the applicant to draw up the necessary documents and give other practical, legal and economic advice.

	What is the minimum capital (if any) required for a company to be incorporated?  If this varies according to the type of company, please explain.
	Limited company: Minimum 100 000 NOK

Public limited company: Minimum 1 000 000 NOK

Other companies: No minimum capital required

	How long does it take to process the registration (from the time it is received to the time the certificate or confirmation of registration is issued)?  Are there public targets?  (If so, are these set by the legislation?  What happens if they are missed?)
	It usually takes two to four days to process the registration. There are no targets set by the legislation, but the Register of Business Enterprises’ goal is to process all registrations within three days.

	What fees are payable for incorporation?
	The fees varies according to the type of company:

Companies with limited liability, limited partnerships, housing cooperatives and house building cooperatives: 6 000 NOK.

Others: 2 500 NOK

	May the company start business as soon as the registration is completed (or does it need to ‘register’ with other bodies first)?
	The company may start business as soon as the registration is completed.

	Does the registry inform other government bodies that registration has taken place? If so, which bodies (for instance, tax authority, statistical office, social security etc)?  If so, how is this done (electronic transfer or other means)?
	The registry inform the following government bodies that registration has taken place:

1. Statistics Norway

2. County Tax Offices
3. National Insurance Administration

This is done by electronic transfer.

	Do other bodies have direct access to the registry database?  If so, which bodies?
	1. The Register of Employers

2. The Register of Foundations

3. Value Added Tax Registration List

4. Statistics Norway

5. The Corporate Taxation Data Register
6. Oslo Kemnerkontor (treasurer)

7. Toll- og avgiftsdirektoratet (Norwegian Customs and Excise)
8. Domstolsadministrasjonen (The Norwegian Court Administration)
9. Fiskeridirektoratet (fishery directorate)

10. Innovasjon Norge (tourism etc.)

11. Kredittilsynet (The Financial Supervisory Authority of Norway)

12. Norges Forskningsråd (The Research Council of Norway)

13. Norsk Eiendomsinformasjon (operational responsibility for the Norwegian Land Information System)

14. Lotteri- og stiftelsestilsynet (The Norwegian Gaming Board)
15. Oslo kommune (Oslo municipality)

16. Riksrevisjonen (The Office of the Auditor General of Norway)

17. Skipsregistrene (Norwegian International Ship Register)

18. Statens byggtekniske etat (National Office of Building Technology and Administration)
19. Statens kartverk (national map institution)

20. Statens legemiddelverk (Norwegian Medicines Agency)

21. Different distributors which again has many government bodies as clients


	Registration (individuals and non-legal entities) – see Part 2 for list of entities


	Methods of registration (electronic, post, personal application)
	There are two methods of application available: Post and web-based. The web-based application requires that a duly signed version of the registration form together with enclosures is sent per post.

	Time to process registration
	It usually takes two to four days to process the registration. There are no targets set by the legislation, but the Register of Business Enterprises’ goal is to process all registrations within three days.

	Registration fee
	2 500 NOK

	May the company start business as soon as the registration is completed (or does it need to ‘register’ with other bodies first)?
	The company may start business as soon as the registration is completed.

	Information provided by the registry to other government bodies. 
	Name, address, object/business, owner, auditor, accountant, procuration.

	Other filings

	When are company accounts due?
	August 1

	Is there a standard year-end for accounts?
	December 31

	Are there any other annual (or periodic) filings?
	No

	Are mortgages or charges against company property filed on the company file (or elsewhere)?
	Mortgages against company property are filed in the Register of Mortgaged Movable Property or in the Register of Land and Land Charges.

	What services are available for electronic filing?
	Company accounts

	Apart from incorporation documents, which documents can be filed electronically?
	

	How is electronic filing authenticated?
	During 2005 electronic filing will be authenticated using an advanced electronic signature.

	Official Gazette

	Gazetting arrangements
	The Brønnøysund Register Centre’s web-based Public Announcement site – www.brreg.no

	
	


	Company information

	Web site address
	www.brreg.no

	Company data provided free on web site
	Key information from the Central Coordinating Register for Legal Entities, publication from the Register of Business Enterprises and data from the Register of Bankruptcies and the Register of Company accounts

	Company data provided from web site against payment
	From our web site it is possible to order products from different registers (annual reports and accounts, certificates of registration, position overview, certicates of mortgage).

Information from the European Business Register. The information is directly from the respective country’s official register. For instance you can search by company name or registration number and EBR can provide a Company Profile. The Company Profile contains key information. The charges may vary among the different countries and also depend on the type of search you do.

	Payment methods (accounts, credit cards etc)
	Invoice

	Company data available in other ways
	Mail, e-mail, fax, cd-rom, online

	Does the registry participate in the European Business Register (a) as a data supplier, (b) as a data distributor, (c) as a member of EBR EEIG?
	As a data supplier/distributor and as a member of EBR EEIG.

	Any other information

	Does the enclosed summary of the procedures necessary to establish a new business as a limited company accurately reflect the current situation?
	No

	Is there anything else you would like to add to help us understand how your procedures work?  (Please send us other documents if this helps.)
	See our comments to the Word Bank summary of procedures for the establishment of a business.


PART 2 - TYPES OF BUSINESS REGISTERED AND LEGISLATION GOVERNING REGISTRATION
	Type of entity
	Principal legislation
	No. on register
	No. incorporated in previous year
	Comments

	Date/year
	
	31.12.04
	2004
	

	Legal entities:
	
	
	
	

	Limited company
	Aksjeloven June 13, 1997 nr. 44
	154972
	13206
	

	Public limited company
	Aksjeloven June 13, 1997 nr. 45
	522
	19
	

	Economic foundation (carrying out a business)
	Stiftelsesloven June 15, 2001 nr. 59
	978
	23
	

	Savings bank
	Sparebankloven May 24, 1961 nr. 1
	126
	0
	

	Associations, clubs and other organization carrying out a business or with the purpose of carrying out a business
	No legislation
	766
	76
	

	House building cooperative
	Boligbyggelagsloven February 4, 1960 nr. 1
	127
	5
	

	Housing cooperative
	Borettslagsloven February 4, 1960 nr. 2
	6783
	300
	

	Mutual insurance company
	Forsikringsvirksomhetsloven June 10, 1988 nr. 39
	53
	0
	

	Cooperative society
	No legislation
	2167
	141
	

	Foreign companies which are carrying out business in Norway or on the Norwegian continental shelf
	No legislation
	3279
	1396
	

	General partnership
	Selskapsloven June 21, 1985 nr. 83
	20749
	1092
	

	General partnership with divided liability
	Selskapsloven June 21, 1985 nr. 83
	14088
	2282
	

	Jointly owned shipping company
	Sjøloven June 24, 1994 nr. 39
	856
	27
	

	Limited Partnership
	Selskapsloven June 21, 1985 nr. 83
	976
	101
	

	Condominium
co-ownership
	Eierseksjonsloven May 31, 1997 nr. 31
	1258
	367
	

	Inter-municipal companies
	Lov om interkommunale selskaper January 29, 1999 nr. 6
	358
	113
	

	Municipal companies
	Kommuneloven September 25, 1992 nr. 107
	
	
	

	Other legal entities
	
	3352
	1400
	

	Other types of business requiring registration:
	
	
	

	Sole proprietorships
	No legislation
	121704
	7571
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


	PART 3 – DETAILS

Input of information

Formats of documents and information received from applicants, entrepreneurs and legal entities
	YES
	NO
	Remarks

	
	
	
	

	Paper

	Printed registration form completed by hand
	X
	
	

	Printed registration form completed on typewriter
	X
	
	

	Printed documents in free format (statutory documents, accounts, meeting protocols)
	X
	
	

	Hand written documents
	X
	
	Only documents in free format

	Certified copies of documents
	X
	
	

	Electronic

	Electronic files in RTF, Word, Excel, Lotus, PDF or other electronic format
	
	X
	Only paper copy. During 2005 electronic attachments will be accepted along with the electronic form.

	Electronic forms filed through web-sites
	X
	
	

	Electronic forms filed through proprietary software
	
	X
	Only paper copy

	SMS
	
	X
	

	e-mail
	
	X
	

	Scanned documents in TIF, JPEG, GIF, BMP, PDF or other formats
	
	X
	Only paper copy

	Information in proprietary formats transmitted through EDI systems (such as ETABAC 3)
	
	X
	

	Information processes - Information systems structure

	Is there a single (unified) national register?
	X
	
	The Central Coordinating Register for Legal Entities

	Is there a single registration/ID number for each entity which is used by all government offices?
	X
	
	Organization number

	Is all the information about business entities in the register held in electronic form?
	X
	
	

	Is there a single electronic access point for all requests of registration of new entities?
	X
	
	

	Are all documents scanned and stored in electronic format?
	X
	
	

	Are documents authenticated by an electronic signature?
	
	X
	Will be implemented during 2005

	Do you use Open Standards of network protocols (such as TCP/IP) for internal and external interchange of information?
	X
	
	

	Do you use XML formats for interchange of data within the register?
	X
	
	

	Do you use XML formats for interchange of data with external public authorities (ex. Tax, Statistics, Social Security) and other partner organisations?
	X
	
	Both XML and proprietary format are used

	Output of information after registration stage
	YES
	NO
	Remarks

	
	
	
	

	Free of charge access to basic information about registered business entities on web site of register
	X
	
	

	Possibility to order by phone information / documents from register with payment by credit card
	
	X
	

	Possibility to order information / documents from web site of register with on-line payment by credit card
	
	X
	

	Submission of annually requested information to register from business entities by sending electronic documents (RTF, Word, Excel, Lotus, PDF or scanned images of documents in TIF, JPEG, GIF, PDF, BMP) by e-mail
	
	X
	

	Submission of annually requested information to register from business entities by uploading electronic documents (RTF, Word, Excel, Lotus, PDF or scanned images of documents in TIF, JPEG, GIF, PDF, BMP) to web server of register
	X
	
	

	Submission of annually requested information to register from business entities by filing electronic forms on web site of register
	X
	
	

	Authorisation to register a domain name with national extension (ex. ENTITY_NAME.FR, ENTITY_NAME.CO.UK,) only to business entities registered in register with the same names
	
	X
	One entity can have 15 domain names with the national extension .no

	Cooperation with partners



	Automatic updating of data in Statistics Authority databases
	X
	
	

	Automatic updating of data in Tax Authority databases
	X
	
	

	Automatic updating of data in Pension Fund databases
	
	X
	

	Automatic updating of data in Social Security databases
	
	X
	

	Automatic updating of data in Employment Department authority databases
	X
	
	

	Publishing of notices about dissolved business entities
	X
	
	

	Publishing of notices about business entities in process of dissolution
	X
	
	

	Customer satisfaction measurement

	
	
	

	Availability of permanent or periodical statistical information about business entities in register
	X
	
	

	Use of analytical tools in order to evaluate data about business entities in register
	
	X
	

	Electronic tools for measurement of customer satisfaction (ex. forums, on-line surveys)
	
	X
	


	Contact point for enquiries about this form

	Name
	Øyvind Vågan

	Position
	Head of Section

	Address
	The Register of Business Enterprises

	
	8910 Brønnøysund

	
	Norway

	Telephone
	+ 47 75 00 76 44

	e-mail
	oyvind.vagan@brreg.no 

	
	

	Name
	Håvard Kjærstad

	Position
	Senior Executive Officer

	Address
	The Register of Business Enterprises

	
	8910 Brønnøysund

	
	Norway

	Telephone
	+ 47 75 00 79 27

	e-mail
	havard.kjarstad@brreg.no 


Thank you for providing this information. 
Please e-mail the completed form to survey@registryadvisers.com
This project is funded by the European Union.
2004-EU/UKR-03: 
Support to the Development of the State Registration System of Legal Person and Natural Persons – Entrepreneurs
Project implemented by HTSPE Limited and Hypodomi Consulting S.A.
David Walke, Vladimir Abramytchev, March 2005
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