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WORDS FROM THE PASTOR

2nd Resident Aliens?

What could someone learn about you from your wallet?  Probably some of your identification cards and photos would reveal a great deal about you.  Maybe a receipt or two would indicate some of your interests. I was thinking about this recently because Kathi has a new US driver’s license in her wallet; her old license expired. We no longer have property in Tennessee; consequently, she had to use my mother’s Kentucky address.  Kathi’s home state of Indiana is a rival of Kentucky so claiming to be a Kentuckian did not come easily for her. 
 If a stranger found my wallet and looked inside, I wonder what they would think of me?  I have two driver’s licenses, one Chilean and one US (also from the state of Kentucky, which I proudly claim). It probably says something about me that I am wearing the same blue shirt in both photos! I have two credit cards, one Chilean and one US.  If those were the only cards found in my wallet it might be hard to determine if I was a Chilean or US citizen.  I have one more card, however, that gives the truth about my citizenship away- My Republica de Chile Cedula De Identidad Extranjeros.  I am an “extranjero” or foreigner living in Santiago. Currently, my only real residence is the church house (vicarage for all you Anglicans/ Manse for the Presbyterians/ parsonage for others), but I am a US citizen, not a Chilean citizen.
My US citizenship comes by way of my birth in the States.  That I am a “resident alien” in Chile becomes clear to most people the moment I try to speak Spanish – not to mention the other indicators like my clothes and mannerisms.  I was reminded as we studied Paul’s letter to the Philippians on our recent Church retreat that even when I am in the US, I am a “resident alien.” (This phrase comes from a book entitled Resident Aliens by Hauerwas and Willimon.)  Paul writes in Philippians 3:20 that “our citizenship is in heaven.”  Paul himself was a Roman citizen; he used the privileges of his citizenship to his advantage when he was imprisoned.  Paul understood that as a citizen of God’s domain, God alone demanded his ultimate loyalty.  As a citizen of heaven and a resident alien in the Roman Empire, his actions and attitudes at times made him stand out -just as mine do here in Chile as a US citizen.  Earlier in Philippians he tells his friends how their attitudes and actions should be different from the locals.  He instructs them, and us, “to have the same mind or attitude as Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 2:5 was our scripture of the month for October)  

As we are resident aliens, who claim Jesus as Lord of Lords and King of Kings, I wonder if others can determine by our lives and actions (and maybe even our wallets) that our citizenship is not tied to the values of this country or any particular country.
While we may be resident aliens, if we are to follow Christ we understand that we are to serve wherever we may live and work.  We are not like the “aliens” of most sci-fi movies or TV shows who have come to earth to conquer the planet for their race.  Rather, like Christ we are called to love and serve others wherever we are.  “Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant...” (Philippians 2:5-7a)  Our citizenship may or may not be Chilean, but as those who follow Christ we are called to become like Christ and serve wherever we are.
During this stewardship season I encourage you to consider the ways you will make your “alien” status known. You may be a member of a church in another country, but while you are here in Santiago, you can still take advantage of opportunities for service and growth.  Our Stewardship form provides you with an opportunity to reflect on your commitments to Christ’s Kingdom.  With what programs will you get involved that will help you grow in your Christ-like attitude?  Where will you serve Christ while serving others?  How will you spend your time and your money? Can others determine your citizenship by observing your life, your priorities, and your commitments? Let us live like the citizens of God’s realm that we are..  

David Bubb

SPRING IS HERE!

And with it comes LOTS of activities here at Santiago Community Church. Get out your calendar and mark down these activities – you don’t want to miss a thing! 

Sun. November 5  - 12:15 - ???.

Sunday School BarBQue

All children, parents, teachers and helpers are invited to this cook-out in the church house garden! Bring meat to grill and a dish (salad, appetizer, dessert or drink) to share.

Sun. Nov. 11 7:00 p.m.

Cross Connexions Dinner

       Members of Cross Connexions (our

       youth group for 11 – 15 year olds) and    

       their families are invited to the church   

       hall for dinner, activities and

       conversation. 

Sun. November 12  - 10:30 am

Remembrance Day Service 

       The British Legion leads this service of 

        worship and remembrance, with Revd.

       Canon John Cobb preaching.

Thu. November 23  - 7:30 p.m.

Thanksgiving Dinner

      Join those from the USA who will gather

       for a traditional Thanksgiving dinner –

       turkey, mashed potatoes and gravy – 

       even pumpkin pie! The cost is $3.000   

       for adults and $1.000 for children, plus   

       a contribution of one side dish and your   

       drink. There is limited seating, so buy  

       your spot soon!

Sat. November 25 -  8:30 a.m. – 6:30 p.m.

Habitat for Humanity Work Day
Join us for a day of building homes with low-income families. No prior building experience necessary!

Sun. November 26 – 10:30 a.m. Worship

Stewardship Dedication Sunday
        Please bring your pledge forms of time,

        talents and treasure for the year 2007

        to worship.

Sun. November 26 – 12:15 – 3:00 p.m.

TP Club
       This is for all children age 8 – 15. We’ll  

       get together after church for lunch

       (bring $2.000 for pizza) then spend time

       learning, sharing and playing together.

CHRISTMAS ALREADY??

We know, it seems too soon! But Christmas is just around the corner, so make your plans TODAY!

Sat. Dec. 2 10:00 a.m. - Noon

Ladies Guild Christmas Bazaar

This is the biggest sale of the year, with used books, woollies and other handcraft items, marmalade, chutney and other delicious goodies, a white elephant sale, special treats for the children – you’ll want to bring the whole family! Come with your Christmas shopping list.

Sun. Dec. 3 5:00 – 7:00 pm

Advent Workshop 

Gather with your church family to start off the Advent season by making crafts for church and home. We’ll have a brief service at 6:30 p.m. Bring a snack to share.

Sun. Dec. 17 10:30 a.m.

Children’s Christmas Program
The children will lead worship through drama and music. Rehearsals will begin November 5 during Sunday School.

Sun. Dec. 17 8:00 p.m.

Service of Lessons and Carols

Tue. Dec. 19 10:00 am – 2:00 pm

Children’s Christmas Play Day

Drop off your children (age 2 – 15 for “church children” and age 6 – 12 for guests) for a morning of crafts, Bible stories, singing and more. We’ll have a picnic on the lawn, so bring your own lunch!

Mon. Dec. 25 10:30 a.m.

Christmas Day Service and communion

CHRISTMAS SINGING

Don’t you LOVE to sing Christmas music? Our choir (and choir director) would LOVE to have you join them as they prepare music for the upcoming Christmas season. No experience necessary! Just come on Thursdays at 6:45 p.m. to the church hall for a fun evening of music and friendship.

For more information contact Mauricio Uribe, director (946-2356) Carol Chatterton (475-2937) or Willie Reid (201-1353).

SCRIPTURE VERSES

OF THE MONTH
November –– Psalm 121:1-2 - I lift up my eyes to the hills - where does my help come from?  My help comes from the LORD, the Maker of heaven and earth.
December - Isaiah 9:2 - The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned.

January - Luke 14:11 - For all who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.

Be sure to post the verse where you see it daily. Say it together with family members at prayers, meals, etc.  Memorize the location of the verse in the Bible, as well.
___________________________

NEWS FROM THE PEWS

Funerals: 

09.08.2006 Ilda Elena Santiago Ahumada

12.09.2006 Rosa Isabel Mackenzie Novajas

21.10.2006 Alicia Jiménez Toro

23.10.2006 Joel Jara Caceres

27.10.2006 Archibald Macqueen

03.11.2006 Berenice Ellen Johnston Blunt

Weddings:

02.09.2006 Jorge Oyarzun Valenzuela  and Jasmin de los Angeles Fu Villar

30.09.2006 Marco Antonio Soto and Daniela Cortés Urzúa

14.10.2006 Andreas Mrozek von 

                       Gliszczynski and Larissa

Keeling Ryan
Prayer Concerns:
Families of Archie Macqueen 

and Berenice Johnston

Margaret Langford

Farewell:
- John and Ale Fogarty – back to US

-  Ian Johnston and Abby Neal, Benjamin

   and Caitlin – to Sweden

-  Matt, Tammy and Ronnie Pinkerton –  

   back to Australia

-  Stella Sommerhoff – to Valdivia, Chile


STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY

On Sunday November 5 we will distribute the stewardship pledge form.  We will have a special time of Stewardship commitment in the service on the 26th of November.  If you will be at the service on the 26th of November, we ask you to bring your pledge then.  We will have a special dedication prayer during the worship service.  Otherwise please return your pledge at church or the church office at your convenience; preferably sometime in November before the holidays arrive.
        Your stewardship pledge is a way

for you to intentionally and prayerfully consider what you will contribute this year to the ministries at Santiago Community Church.  This pledge is not a binding contract.  There may be changes in your financial situation and your life circumstances that will prevent you from fulfilling your pledge.  You may also choose to serve and give in ways that go beyond your pledge.  Please prayerfully consider your commitment for 2007. We need you.
__________________________

FABRIC REPORT

Hear YE! Hear Ye!  Read all about it!  The council has approved the purchase of a hearing assistance system that should help those with hearing difficulties hear our worship services better.  Members will simply need to obtain a receiver  (about the size of a cell phone) with an earpiece at the back of the church when they enter on a Sunday morning. This receiver will pick up the sound directly from our audio system allowing the hearing impaired person more direct access to the sound.   Special thanks go to the anonymous donor who is defraying much of the cost.  Also thanks to David Cobb for all his work on this project.  Efforts to find a suitable system for our needs have been ongoing for a number of years, but we finally decided we needed to import this device.  The system is ordered and on the way!
___________________________________________

OUTREACH

A workday for Habitat for Humanity is scheduled for Saturday, November 25. We will leave around 8:30 a.m. and return around 6:30 p.m. Cost will be $2.000 contribution towards gas and tolls. Contact the church office to sign up.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
This spring we have several short-term volunteer opportunities:

- Help with planning and food preparation for the Thanksgiving Dinner Nov. 23

For those interested in working with children in the church (anyone over age 16 is welcome!):

- Christmas Program Helper - Sundays beginning November 5 through December 17 plus Saturday Dec. 16 rehearsal

- Christmas Play Day Helper –Tuesday, December 19 from 10 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

- Summer Program Helper – Mon. through Thu. Jan.8-11, 10 am – 2:00 pm 

If you are interested in any of these opportunities, please contact a member of the Discipleship Team (Anne McLean, Shana Harrison, Kate Rodriguez, Mary Oldfield and Kathi Bubb)

___________________________________ 
ACOLYTE PROGRAM

The Church Council has approved the use of acolytes in our worship service. Children between the ages of 8 and 15 will be eligible. An acolyte will bring the flame into worship at the beginning of the service (symbolizing the light of Christ) and light the candles. At the end of the service he or she will carry the flame of Christ out into the world as he/she extinguishes the candles up front. Training will be provided on Sunday, November 26, and parents must sign a consent form. This is another way we can include children in the life of our congregation. 

___________________________________

ADVENT DAILY DEVOTIONAL

You’ve read the appeals; soon it will be time to read the final product! Our very own Advent Daily Devotional will be available beginning Sunday, November 19 to be used during the season of Advent (the time of preparation leading up to Christmas) which begins on Sunday, December 3. Thanks in advance to all who have written or drawn for this resource
NEW WEBSITE

Have you checked out the new website? Douglas Gilmour has put in a lot of work giving a new look to the face of SCC on the Internet. Check it out at www.santiagochurch.org.!! (Same address, new look!!)

___________________________________

PLAN AHEAD

Our Summer Children’s Program will be held Monday, January 8 – Thursday, January 11 from 10:00 am – 2:00 pm.. All children from age 6 – 12 are welcome (age 3 – 5 if they have attended Sunday School at our church previously). Older children (age 13 – 18) are welcome to come as “helpers”. Watch for more information!

___________________________________
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The next SCC News will be available in early 2007. Contact the church office if you have items for the newsletter.
