Community Analysis (POS 6157)
Spring 2013
Dr. Sharon D. Austin
Director of the African American Studies Program and Associate Professor of Political Science
The University of Florida


Our class will meet in the third floor library of  Anderson Hall for the remainder of the semester.

Dr. Austin's Contact Information:

Office Hours: 


Office: 104 Walker Hall



Thursdays 12:45pm-2:45pm
Office number: 273-3060



E-mail: polssdw@ ufl.edu

Purpose and Format of Course:

In the community analysis seminar, we will examine several contemporary political and public policy issues (such as housing, urban school politics, and welfare reform issues) in local communities.  In addition, we will discuss the efforts of local community residents (conservatives, lgbt communities, racial minorities, rural residents, and the residents of poor communities) to empower themselves and improve conditions in the areas in which they reside.  Finally, we will discuss the contribution of American mayors and other elected officials when addressing issues of concern in urban and rural communities.

Note:

If you have a disability, please inform me so that appropriate arrangements can be made. 

The Required Textbooks:


Rufus Browning, Dale Rogers Marshall, and David Tabb.  Racial Politics in American Cities.  Third Edition.  New York: Longman, 2003.

Congressional Quarterly.  Urban Issues: Selections from the CQ Researcher.  Sixth Edition.  New York: Sage Publications, 2013.  This book can be purchased online, but not at campus bookstores.
Marion Orr.  Transforming the City: Community Organizing and the Challenge of Political Change.  Lawrence, KS: University of Kansas Press,   2007.

Max Rameau.  Take Back the Land: Land, Gentrification, and the Umoja Village Shantytown.  Nia Interactive Press, 2008.

The Reserve Articles:

These readings are on reserve on the www.uflib.ufl.edu web site.  To read or print these articles, click on the course reserves link, type in my last name, and click on the article’s title.  

Class Participation:

Class participation is extremely important in this seminar.  Each student will be responsible for leading all or part of a discussion during a class session.  I will ask questions from the readings and you will facilitate the discussion.  At the beginning of the semester, you will select the date that you will be the discussion leader and the readings you wish to discuss.  Also, if you need to miss more than 2 classes, I strongly recommend that you withdraw from the class because you will not receive the 20% for class participation.  Finally, the use of profanity is not appropriate in this seminar and you must prove to me that you read your assignments each week to earn an A in the class.

The Take-Home Examination:

On the final examination, you will be tested on some of the information in the assigned readings and class discussions.  The test will include two essay questions.  In order to earn the highest grade possible, show me that you have read the assignments and have the ability to analyze them in a clear and concise manner.  You will receive the exam approximately two weeks before it is due. 

Paper Assignment and Presentation:
Your research paper should range from approximately 20-25 pages (10-15 pages for undergraduates) and examine a relevant political or public policy issues for an American community (ies).  The papers must be double spaced, typed, and formatted according to an academic research format.  I suggest that you write your paper in a format similar to that used in political science, public policy, and urban politics journals.  At the end of the semester, you must give a presentation that summarizes the main points of your paper and answer question at the end of class.

Your Grade will be Based on:

Grading Scale:

Class Participation
20%

94-100
A
90-93
A-
60-63  
D-

Discussion Leader
10%

87-89
B+
84-86
B
Below 60 E

Paper Presentation
10%

80-83
B-
77-79
C+
Paper


30%

74-76
C
70-73
C-

Take-Home Examination
30%

67-69
D+
64-66
D  


Class Schedule:


1-10
Introduction

Gentrification and the Housing Crisis

1-17
Textbook Readings:


Take Back the Land, chapters 1-3; 6-13 (1 Leader for Take Back the Land Only)


Urban Issues, pgs. 85-97


Textbook Readings: (1 Leader for the 2Textbook Readings and Reserve Readings Below)
Racial Politics in American Cities, chapter 10


Transforming the City, chapter 1


Reserve Readings: 


Bowling Alone: America's Declining Social Capital 


Homeless Turn Foreclosures into Shelters


Just Who Is Max Rameau?

Revitalizing Urban Cities: New Orleans and Detroit

1-24
Presentation by David Schwieder, Political Science Librarian, location tba

1-31
Textbook Readings: (1 Leader for Textbook Readings)


Racial Politics in American Cities, introduction, chapter 1, 8


Transforming the City, chapter 3


Urban Issues, chapter 3 and pgs. 97-115


Reserve Readings: (1 Leader for the 2 Readings Below)

Power, Politics, and the New Orleans Non-Regime


The Shortcomings of Rival Urban Theories


(1 Leader for the 5 Readings Below)

Bing lays out plan to collect $50M in Taxes, Debts


Coleman A. Young: Social and Political Powerbroker


Detroit Mayor Dave Bing says pressure of job isn't getting to him, defends decisions


Hype, Hip-Hop, and Heartbreak: The Rise of Kwame Kilpatrick (I will email this to you.)


Snyder names 6-man team to review Detroit's books

Urban School Politics in Chicago and Washington, D.C,
2-7
Textbook Readings: (1 Leader for Textbook Readings Below)

Racial Politics in American Cities, chapter 5


Urban Issues, chapters 1 and 2

Textbook Readings: (1 Leader for Textbook Reading and 2 Reserve Readings Below)

Transforming the City, chapter 1


Reserve Readings: 


Civic Capacity and Urban Education

Community Development in Chicago


(1 Leader for the 5 Readings Below)

Protest and Power in Washington, D.C.: The Troubled Legacy of Marion Barry (I will email this to you).


Successes at a Big-City System
The Declining Significance of Race: Adrian Fenty and the Smooth Electoral Transition (I will email this to you).

Wins, losses and draws in Chicago school strike

Worn Down by Waves of Change
Urban School Politics (Continued), Police Misconduct and Community Activism

2-14
Textbook Readings:  (1 Leader for Textbook Readings)

Transforming the City, chapter 2, 7


Urban Issues, chapter 9


Reserve Readings:  (1 Leader for the Reserve Readings)

A Critical Analysis of the Trayvon Martin case and the Stand Your Ground Laws (I will email this to you.)


Sanford, Florida's Long, Troubled History of Racism & Racial Injustice


Trayvon Martin marchers to Sanford, Fla., police: 'We want an arrest. Shot in the chest'
2-21
NO CLASS

3-7
NO CLASS (Spring Break)

The Impact of Welfare Reform in Local Communities

3-14 
Textbook Readings:  (1 Leader for the 2 Textbook Readings and 1st Reserve Reading)

Urban Issues, chapters 10 and 12


Reserve Readings:


Hard Times on 125th Street: Harlem's Poor Confront Welfare Reform 


(1 Leader for the 4 Readings Below)


A Comparison of the Key Provisions of the Welfare Reform Reconciliation Act with Current Law
Life After Welfare Reform: Low-Income Single Parent Families, Pre- and Post-TANF

Success Stories: Welfare Reform, Policy Discourse, and the Politics of Research


The Effects of Specific Welfare Policies on Poverty

The Community Mobilization of Gays and Lesbians

3-21
Reserve Readings:  (1 Leader for the 6 Readings Below)

Black pastors add to Obama campaign tremors


Coalition of Black Pastors Stand Against Obama's Position on Homosexual Marriage and say they Will Not Remain Silent While Obama and Homosexuals 'Hijack the Civil Rights Movement'


Obama gay marriage endorsement mobilizes Christian conservatives


Competing Social Movements and Local Political Culture: Voting on Ballot Propositions to Ban Same-Sex Marriage in the U.S. States


Culture and Mobilization: Tactical Repertoires, Same-Sex Weddings, and the Impact on Gay Activism


(1 Leader for the 4 Readings Below)

Same-Sex Marriage Ballot Measures and the 2004 Presidential Election


The Backlash Thesis and Same-Sex Marriage: Learning from Brown v. Board of Education and its Aftermath


The Federal Marriage Amendment and the Strange Evolution of the Conservative Case Against 


Gay Marriage


The Miscegenation/Same-Sex Marriage Analogy: What Can We Learn from Legal History?

Conservative Community Activism

3-28
Reserve Readings: (1Leader for the Readings Below)


Tea Time in America?


The Evangelical Crackup


The Story Behind Mitt Romney's Loss


The Tea Party and the Remaking of Republic Conservatism


We've Been a Little Bit Too Nice


Why We Should Not Give Up in 2013

Latino Political Mobilization

4-4 
Paper are due today and you will receive your take-home exams.

Textbook Reading: (1 Leader for the Textbook Readings Below)

Racial Politics in American Cities, chapters 2 and 4


Transforming the City, chapter 4



(1 Leader for the Textbook Reading and Reserve Readings Below)

Urban Issues, chapter 11


Reserve Readings: 


Arizona Enacts Stringent Law on Immigration (To read the entire Senate Bill 1070, see http://www.azeir.org/pdf/2010/april/sb1070h.pdf.  This is not required however.)

Comprehensive Immigration Reform Act of 2010: A Summary


Latino and Asian American Mobilization in the 2006 Immigration Protests


The Dream Act


The Dream Act: Opposition to Immigration and the Push Beyond Nativism

Rural Community Activism

4-11
Paper Presentations begin at the end of class


Textbook Readings: (1 Leader for all of the Readings Below)

Urban Issues, chapter 5


Reserve Readings:


Lessons from Appalachia in the 20th Century: Poverty, Power, and the "Grassroots"


Obama visits job-starved Elkhart, Indiana


Poverty and Opportunity Structure in Rural America


Poverty, Race, and Community in Rural Places

4-18
Continue Paper Presentations


Take-Home Examinations are due today.
The Paper Assignment

Format:

1)
The papers must be double-spaced, typed, formatted according to the Chicago Manual of Style, APA, MLA, or another research format.  Use an endnote page(s) rather than footnotes at the end of the paper, before the bibliography.  You may also write the author’s last name, publication date, and page number in parentheses after citations rather than using the endnote page.  The paper must be a minimum of 8-12 pages of text, plus a title page, an endnote page, and a bibliography page.

2)
Please include subtitles (Introduction, subtitle for each separate section of the paper, and conclusion).

3)
Don’t use abbreviations in academic papers.

4)
Limit use of there is, there are, etc.

Sources:
1)
Do not use internet sources that lack credibility.

2)
There is no requirement for the number of sources, but remember that a comprehensive graduate-level paper usually requires a significant number of sources.

Determination of your grade:
1)
Your grade will be determined on the basis of clarity, writing style, and analysis.

2)
When writing the paper, try to answer the following questions:

Why is this research significant?  In other words, what contribution does it make to the political science or other literature?

Are the major arguments and evidence presented persuasively?

Is the paper well written?

