
UCC/UGC/YCC
Proposal for New Course
	1.  Effective BEGINNING of what term and year?:
	Fall 2012
	
	
	

	      See effective dates calendar.
	
	

	2.  College:
	Social and Behavioral Sciences
	                    3.  Academic Unit:
	PIA

	

	4.  Course subject and number:
	POS 378
	                             5.  Units:
	3

	

	6.  Long course title:
	Model United Nations

	     (max 100 characters including spaces)

	

	7. Short course title: 
	  Model United Nations  

	    (max. 30 characters including spaces)   


	8. Catalog course description (max. 60 words, excluding requisites):
This course examines the structure, workings and interests of the United Nations.  It is not a traditional class, but rather provides students with the opportunity for directed research on states and activities and their interactions with the UN, and allows students to participate in simulations of UN activities.

	9.  Grading option:         Letter grade    FORMCHECKBOX 
                    Pass/Fail    FORMCHECKBOX 
                               Both    FORMCHECKBOX 
                                                          
                                    

	

	10. Co-convened with:
	
	 10a. UGC approval date*:     
	

	       (For example: ESE 450 and ESE 550) 
       *Must be approved by UGC before UCC submission, and both course syllabi must be presented

	
	

	11. Cross-listed with:
	

	      (For example: ES 450 and DIS 450)

      Please submit a single cross-listed syllabus that will be used for all cross-listed courses.


	12. May course be repeated for additional units?                                                         
	                                                  Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
       No   FORMCHECKBOX 


	      12a. If yes, maximum units allowed?
	6

	      12b. If yes, may course be repeated for additional units in the same term?    
  
	       Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
       No   FORMCHECKBOX 


	13. Prerequisites:
None
         
                                           

	14. Co requisites:
None


	  15. Is this course in any plan (major, minor or certificate) or sub plan (emphasis or concentration)?                                                                                                                                      Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
      No   FORMCHECKBOX 


	            If yes, describe the impact and attach written responses from the affected academic units prior            to college curricular submission.

  16.  Is there a related plan or sub plan proposal being submitted?                            Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
     No   FORMCHECKBOX 

            If no, explain.
  17. Does this course include combined lecture and lab components?                      Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
     No   FORMCHECKBOX 

           If yes, note the units specific to each component in the course description above.
  18.  Does this course duplicate content of existing courses?                                    Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
     No   FORMCHECKBOX 

            If yes, list the courses with duplicate material.  If the duplication is greater than 20%,             explain why NAU should establish this course.

 19.  Names of the current faculty qualified to teach this course:

Dr. Gretchen Gee, Dr. Lori Polini-Staudinger, Dr. Stephen Wright
   20.  Justification for new course.  
The department has offered this course as a Special Topics course listed as POS 399.  Enrollment in the class as it is currently listed in strong, and student involvement in the class as well as the Model UN club is very high.  The class fits in with the department’s growing focus on international education and experience, and should have its own independent designation in the curriculum.
Answer 21-22 for UCC/YCC only:


	  21.  Is this course being proposed for Liberal Studies designation?                         Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
       No  FORMCHECKBOX 
           If yes, forward this form along with the appropriate supporting documentation to the

           Liberal Studies Committee. 

            
                                                                            

	  22.  Is this course being proposed for Diversity designation?                                   Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
       No  FORMCHECKBOX 

           If yes, forward this form along with the appropriate supporting documentation to the

           Diversity Committee



Reviewed by Curriculum Process Associate                                                                     Date
	Approvals:

	
	
	
	

	Department Chair/ Unit Head (if appropriate)                                                                     Date    

	

	Chair of college curriculum committee                                                                                Date

	

	Dean of college                                                                                                                   Date

	


	For Committee use only:    
UCG/UGC/YCC Approval                                                                                                 Date

:

Approved as submitted:     Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
     No   FORMCHECKBOX 
                     Approved as modified:   Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
    No   FORMCHECKBOX 

:

	
	
	Approved as submitted:
	
	Approved as modified
	

	:


Please attach proposed Syllabus in approved university format.
MODEL UNITED NATIONS

POS 378 (3 credit hours)

Spring 2012

Gretchen Knudson Gee, PhD
Dept. of Politics and International Affairs

College of Social and Behavioral Sciences
Tuesdays 6:00-9:00

Cline Library Room 200

Office: SBS 206

Office hours:  MWF 9-10, TTh 8-9 or by appt.

Phone: 928.523.8104

Email:  Gretchen.Gee@nau.edu
COURSE DESCRIPTION AND STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATIONS
This course examines the structure, workings, and interests of the United Nations.  It is not a traditional course, but rather provides students with the opportunity for directed research on states and activities and their interactions with the UN, and allows students to participate in simulations of UN functions.  Students will learn about the institution, how it works, what some specific states are focused upon, and specific topics being addressed within the UN today. 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS
Students are expected to attend class, research specific countries and topics once they are assigned, and organize and take part in a mock Model UN conference.  This class will require a great deal of independent out-of-class research on specific countries and issues.  This research will enable the students to prepare detailed written reports on the UN, its activities, and countries and their positions on key topics.  In addition, this course requires students to give in-depth presentations on “their” country’s position on assigned topics, and then to defend their country’s position on that topic, in the context of a mock United Nations committee meeting.  Research, writing, critical thinking, and public speaking skills will all be utilized and developed.

TEXTBOOKS AND REQUIRED MATERIALS
Arieff, Irwin et. al.  “A Global Agenda:  Issues Before the United Nations 2010-2011.”  United Nations Association of the USA, 2010.

In addition, a number of required readings are located on the Bb Learn shell for this class.  These readings come from original UN documents, speeches, and reports and give key information on the subjects we are covering.

Students will also use a variety of trusted government and journalistic websites for source material for their written reports and oral presentation.

ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES
Students will receive a grade of Pass or Fail, based upon their research and their participation in the mock conference.  Students must attend class meetings, do the assigned research and writing, and take part in the conference to pass the course.  Failing any one of the required assignments means a student will fail the course. Plagiarism is utterly unacceptable. Plagiarism, handing in written work which is not your own, is a form of stealing.  Other people (your teachers, your fellow students, a tutor in the writing lab) may give you suggestions for improving a piece of written work, but the work itself must be your own.  It should not be, for example, a piece of writing found on the inter-net and slightly rewritten and submitted for credit.  If you turn in a paper that someone else has written or copy sections of a book or article without proper documentation and claim that it is your own, then you will be reported to the University. Range of penalties may be assigned based on infraction. If you are not sure about your documentation, or simply cannot complete an assignment please ask before you act.
See the “Assignment Details” section of the syllabus for greater details on each assignment.
1.  Essay research papers.  You are required to write three 2-3 page single spaced essay research papers.  Each of these research papers deals with a specific section of the class.  Students are expected to do extensive research and to discuss a current or past event, controversy, or issue involving the UN. Be sure to cite all of your sources in a Bibliography at the end of the paper.

2.  Students are also required to take part in the UN Mock Conference on Friday April 27, from 12:00-6:00.  You will be assigned a specific country to represent, and you will be given a topic for the committee your country will be active in.  You must research your assigned country and topic, and then represent your country in the conference itself.  See the “Mock Conference Guidelines and Structure” section for greater details on the conference.

3.  In addition, all students are required to write a conference paper.  This 4-6 page single-spaced paper will sum up what the student has learned from their research for the conference, and will present their country’s views on the significant topic assigned.  This paper is due immediately after the conference is finished.  A Bibliography page is required.

I reserve the right to amend the syllabus at any time.

Schedule of Lectures and Assignments
January 17

Introduction and orientation

January 24

I.  United Nations




  A.  History and background




http://www.un.org/aboutun/history.htm
January 31

  B.  Basic structure and function




“UN At a Glance”  http://www.un.org/en/aboutun/index.shtml
“Charter of the UN”  http://www.un.org/en/documents/charter/index.shtml
“Main Bodies”  http://www.un.org/en/mainbodies/
February 7

    C.  Power dynamics




Peacekeeping: http://www.un.org/en/peacekeeping/about/dpko/



http://www.un.org/en/peacekeeping/operations/
February 14

    D.  Hot topics: Sovereignty and International Criminal Tribunals




http://www.icty.org/sid/321



http://www.icty.org/sid/324



International Criminal Court: http://www.icc-cpi.int/Menus/ICC/About+the+Court/



Rome Statute: http://www.icc-cpi.int/NR/rdonlyres/ADD16852-AEE9-4757-ABE7-9CDC7CF02886/283503/RomeStatutEng1.pdf
February 21

Assignment due: Section I



II.  Topics and issue specifics




    A.  Topic #1:  Responsibility to protect




http://www.responsibilitytoprotect.org/index.php/about-rtop



Secretary General’s statement: http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2008/sgsm11701.doc.htm
February 28

    B.  Topic #2:  Human rights: Extrajudicial punishment




Definitions: http://ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Pages/WhatareHumanRights.aspx



List of issues: http://ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Pages/ListOfIssues.aspx
March 6  

    C.  Topic #3: Human rights: Protection of children and defamation of religion




UN Convention on the Rights of the Child: http://www.unicef.org/crc/



Security Council Working Group on Children and Armed Conflict: http://www.un.org/children/conflict/english/security-council.html
March 13

No class-Spring Break
March 20

    D.  Topic #4:  Information technology




Wikileaks: http://www.wikileaks.ch/
March 27

Assignment due:  Section II



III.  Country specifics




    A.  Country #1: Bosnia and Herzegovina




Country page:  www.state.gov



World Factbook page:  www.cia.gov

April 3

   
   B.  Country #2: Kazakhstan




Country page:  www.state.gov



World Factbook page:  www.cia.gov

April 10

    C.  Country #3: Switzerland




Country page:  www.state.gov



World Factbook page: www.cia.gov

April 17

Assignment due:  Section III



Conference prep

April 24

Conference prep

April 27

Assignment due: Conference Paper
(Friday)

Mock Conference



12:00-6:00
May 1


Wrap up/evaluation

Assignment Details
Section essays

You are required to write a 2-3 page essay for each section.  They should be single spaced, in 12 point type, printed double-sided on the paper.  Each paper should have an introduction, a thesis statement, and a conclusion.  Terrible grammar, bad spelling, poor organization, and a general inability to follow the guidelines will lead to a grade of Fail for the paper.  A separate Bibliography page at the end should list your sources.

Section I essay.  Write an essay that focuses upon one aspect of the United Nations that you find interesting.  It could focus upon one aspect of the structure (Security Council or International Court of Justice, “sovereign equality” for example), one of the specific functions of the UN (peacekeeping or international criminal tribunals for example), power dynamics within the UN, history (creation of the UN, or major decisions it has taken for example), or one of the hot topics that the UN is tackling or has decided upon in the past.

Begin by explaining what you are examining and describe it to me.  Give me some background regarding when it was initiated or started.  Tell me what the purpose was behind it, and how it was intended to work.  Now, describe a real world example where it was put into action, or a significant event took place, or where it was tested.  What resulted?  Next, discuss what problems have arisen.  Has this aspect functioned as intended?  What problems have come up?  What underlying issues does this reveal?  Have there been workable solutions?  If not, why not?  End your paper by predicting what will happen in the future regarding this aspect.

Section II essay.  Write an essay that focuses upon one of the topics that we have focused upon in class, or one of the topics from the 2012 UCSF MUN conference.  Give me background on the issue itself, and give a real world example of a place where this topic is or has been in play.  What are the issues that the UN must consider?  What are the major problems it is trying to solve?  What has the UN done, or tried to do, regarding this topic?  What has it accomplished?  What has stood in the way of it accomplishing more?  What do you predict will happen in the future?

Section III essay.  Write an essay about one of the countries covered in class, or about the country you have been assigned for the UCSF MUN conference.  You may NOT write this essay about the country you have been assigned for the NAU Mock Conference.  Give me historical, cultural, and demographic background on the country.  What are some of the major issues for this country in which the UN is involved?  What does your country want the UN to do, or not do?  What are the interests of other UN member states?  How is the issue being resolved?  What do you predict will happen in the future?

Conference paper  

This is due immediately following the Mock MUN conference on Friday April 27.  You will be assigned a country and a topic for the Mock Conference, and you need to write a conference paper about this country.  This paper should be based upon extensive research, using trusted sources, on the background and interests of your country.  You should have it with you at the conference and use it in your country’s presentation.  This 4-6 page (single spaced) essay provides the basic information you have gathered during your research on your assigned country.  It should follow this general pattern.

1.  Brief historical and demographic background on your country.

2.  Description of current political leadership, political system, economic system, and key alliances

3.  Key domestic policy interests and concerns

4.  Key foreign policy interests and concerns

5.  Country history and position on assigned topic

POS 378 Model United Nations
Spring 2012

Dr. Gee

Mock Conference Guidelines and Structure

(Note: the specific topics, scenarios, countries, and students assigned to each country are based on the Fall 2011 Model United Nations course and are used for illustrative purposes only.  These will be amended and changed each semester.)
Goal:  The goal of the Mock Conference is to provide the class with an opportunity to put into practice many of the things we have discussed in class.  Students will represent a country in a setting that resembles UN committees, and will react to a “real world” scenario presented to them.  They will have to represent their country’s interests while they work together with a group of different countries to come up with a proposed resolution to the scenario.

Structure:  Each person will represent one country or entity, chosen by me.  In some situations, I will assign 2 people per country, but they will each get a different aspect of the country and will need to produce their own country report ahead of the conference.  All of the countries together will be considered the General Assembly.  Students will also be told of the general topic of their committee assignment, and which other countries are on that committee.  Pre-conference research should take into account the country’s history, demographics, key internal and external issues, regional role and interests, international posture and role, views on the assigned topic, and historical positions on significant UN activities.

At the conference, each committee will be handed a “real world” scenario that their committee will debate, write a resolution about, and then vote upon.

1.  Preparation time  
Countries will have a few minutes to consider the situation, gather additional information, and prepare their position.  

2.  Committee meetings  

Overview speech time.  Within their committee, each country will give a quick overview of their position on the scenario.

Negotiation and voting time.  Within each committee, countries will begin to discuss and negotiate a proposed resolution in response to the scenario.  Countries are encouraged to speak up and represent their country’s views while at the same time working with the other states to arrive at a proposed resolution.  States are welcome to confer with states outside of their committee and to seek their input.  A resolution must be produced.  Proposed resolutions must be voted on by a majority of the committee.

3.   General assembly meeting  

Each committee will present their proposal.  There can be one speech from within the committee in support of the proposal, and one speech opposed to it.  Following the speeches, there will be an opportunity for discussion and debate of the proposal from within the entire assembly.  The proposal can be amended by a majority vote of the GA.

After all proposals have been considered and amended and voted on, the GA will need to vote which one of the proposals will be sent to the Security Council.

4.  Security Council meeting


At the SC meeting, one representative of the original committee will present the proposal to the SC.  Then, the SC will discuss and debate the issue.  They can invite interested parties to testify if they would like, or they may ask questions of certain states.


Then the Security Council will vote on the issue.  If appropriate, the GA will then vote on the SC resolution.

States and assignments
Secretary General

Dr. Gee

United States


Hayley and Dakota

United Kingdom

Jake S and Cynthia

France



Eva and Karina

China



Jaron and Krista

Russia



Molly and Zac

Bosnia



Miranda

Germany


Brieann

Lebanon


Wes

Nigeria



Jordan

South Africa


Matt B.

Brazil



Grace

Italy



Scott

Iran



John K.

North Korea


Victoria

South Korea


Sierra





Libya



Caitlin R. 

Algeria



Tiffany

Niger



Caitlin  F.



Serbia



Michal T.

Japan



Patrick

Israel



Luke

Canada



Jack

Turkey



Elma

Palestinian Authority

Danielle 

Kosovo


Hannah S. 

European Union

Nicky

Scenarios
1.  Topic:  Palestinian Independence

The Palestinian Authority has declared independence from Israel.  Israeli military forces are on high alert, and troops are massing along the Gaza Strip and West Bank.  Lebanon’s military is also on high alert and all active duty troops are massing.

States: Israel, Palestinian Authority, UK, Lebanon, Canada, Turkey

2.  Topic:  North Korea and Nuclear Weapons

North Korea has announced that it has full nuclear weapons capability and says an attack on South Korea is “imminent.”

States:  North Korea, South Korea, Iran, China, Japan, US, Brazil

3.  Topic:  Gaddafi’s and Libya’s Future

Niger has announced that it has offered Muammar Gaddafi asylum and protection, and Gaddafi has accepted and is now ensconced in a luxurious compound in Niamey, Niger, surrounded by loyal Tuareg and Niger guards.  

States:  Niger, Libya, France, Algeria, Italy, Nigeria, South Africa

4.  Topic:  Kosovo

Serbia, in a surprise and rapid assault, has almost-bloodlessly invaded and taken control of Kosovo.  The Serbs have key Kosovar leaders in custody and propose taking them to the International Criminal Court to be tried as war criminals for genocide and crimes against humanity.

States: Russia, European Union, Bosnia, Serbia, Kosovo, Germany
Northern Arizona University Policy Statements
Safe Environment Policy

NAU’s Safe Working and Learning Environment Policy seeks to prohibit discrimination and promote the safety of all individuals within the university.  The goal of this policy is to prevent the occurrence of discrimination on the basis of sex, race, color, age, national origin, religion, sexual orientation, disability, or veteran status and to prevent sexual harassment, sexual assault or retaliation by anyone at this university.

You may obtain a copy of this policy from the college dean’s office or from the NAU’s Affirmative Action website http://home.nau.edu/diversity/.  If you have concerns about this policy, it is important that you contact the departmental chair, dean’s office, the Office of Student Life (928-523-5181), or NAU’s Office of Affirmative Action (928-523-3312).

Students with Disabilities

If you have a documented disability, you can arrange for accommodations by contacting Disability Resources (DR) at 523-8773 (voice)or 523-6906 (TTY),  dr@nau.edu (e-mail)or 928-523-8747 (fax).Students needing academic accommodations are required to register with DR and provide required disability related documentation.  Although you may request an accommodation at any time, in order for DR to best meet your individual needs, you are urged to register and submit necessary documentation (www.nau.edu/dr) 8 weeks prior to the time you wish to receive accommodations. DR is strongly committed to the needs of student with disabilities and the promotion of Universal Design. Concerns or questions related to the accessibility of programs and facilities at NAU may be brought to the attention of DR or the Office of Affirmative Action and Equal Opportunity (523-3312).

Institutional Review Board

Any study involving observation of or interaction with human subjects that originates at NAU—including a course project, report, or research paper—must be reviewed and approved by the Institutional Review Board (IRB) for the protection of human subjects in research and research-related activities.

The IRB meets monthly.  Proposals must be submitted for review at least fifteen working days before the monthly meeting.  You should consult with your course instructor early in the course to ascertain if your project needs to be reviewed by the IRB and/or to secure information or appropriate forms and procedures for the IRB review.  Your instructor and department chair or college dean must sign the application for approval by the IRB.  The IRB categorizes projects into three levels depending on the nature of the project:  exempt from further review, expedited review, or full board review.  If the IRB certifies that a project is exempt from further review, you need not resubmit the project for continuing IRB review as long as there are no modifications in the exempted procedures.

A copy of the IRB Policy and Procedures Manual is available in each department’s administrative office and each college dean’s office or on their website: http://www.research.nau.edu/vpr/IRB/index.htm.  If you have questions, contact the IRB Coordinator in the Office of the Vice President for Research at 928-523-8288 or 523-4340.  

Academic Integrity

The university takes an extremely serious view of violations of academic integrity.  As members of the academic community, NAU’s administration, faculty, staff and students are dedicated to promoting an atmosphere of honesty and are committed to maintaining the academic integrity essential to the education process.  Inherent in this commitment is the belief that academic dishonesty in all forms violates the basic principles of integrity and impedes learning.  Students are therefore responsible for conducting themselves in an academically honest manner.

Individual students and faculty members are responsible for identifying instances of academic dishonesty.  Faculty members then recommend penalties to the department chair or college dean in keeping with the severity of the violation.  The complete policy on academic integrity is in Appendix G of NAU’s Student Handbook http://www4.nau.edu/stulife/handbookdishonesty.htm.
Academic Contact Hour Policy

The Arizona Board of Regents Academic Contact Hour Policy (ABOR Handbook, 2-206, Academic Credit) states:  “an hour of work is the equivalent of 50 minutes of class time…at least 15 contact hours of recitation, lecture, discussion, testing or evaluation, seminar, or colloquium as well as a minimum of 30 hours of student homework is required for each unit of credit.”

The reasonable interpretation of this policy is that for every credit hour, a student should expect, on average, to do a minimum of two additional hours of work per week; e.g., preparation, homework, studying.


SENSITIVE COURSE MATERIALS
If an instructor believes it is appropriate, the syllabus should communicate to students that some course content may be considered sensitive by some students.

“University education aims to expand student understanding and awareness.  Thus, it necessarily involves engagement with a wide range of information, ideas, and creative representations.  In the course of college studies, students can expect to encounter—and critically appraise—materials that may differ from and perhaps challenge familiar understandings, ideas, and beliefs.  Students are encouraged to discuss these matters with faculty.”
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