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The 12th APT Policy and Regulation Forum for Pacific (PRFP-12)

1-3 October 2019, Nuku’alofa, Tonga
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INFORMATION FOR PARTICIPANTS
Asia-Pacific Telecommunity (APT) will organize the 12th APT Policy and Regulation Forum for Pacific (PRFP-12) from 1 to 3 October 2019 in Nuku’alofa, Tonga. The Forum will be hosted by the Ministry of Meteorology, Energy, Information, Disaster Management, Environment, Climate Change, & Communications (MEIDECC), Government of Tonga and supported by the Department of Communications and the Arts, Government of Australia and the Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications, Government of Japan. 
1. VENUE
The PRFP-12 will be held at the Fa’onelua Convention Centre. 
Address: Vuna Rd.
Phone: 676 26118
2. PARTICIPATION
All APT Members, Associate Members, Affiliate Members, International/Regional Organizations, and Eligible Non-Members can participate in the Forum by registering online through the APT Website. 

Administrations of Members and Associate Members and International/Regional Organizations are kindly requested to send the list of delegations in order to facilitate logistic arrangements.

Participation of Non-Members: With the discretion of Secretary General of APT, Non-Members can attend the Forum as an “Observer” by paying a Registration Fee of USD 250 per person in consultation with the relevant Member Administration as appropriate. The payment can be made in cash at the time of registration at the forum venue or sent through bank transfer to APT prior to the Forum. Please contact APT Secretariat for further payment details. The registration fee can be waived for non-member participants from the host country, Tonga, once they are approved by the Ministry of Meteorology, Energy, Information, Disaster Management, Environment, Climate Change, & Communications (MEIDECC), Government of Tonga.
3. REGISTRATION
Registration of delegates can be done online at https://www.apt.int/content/online-registration.  Preferred date to receive the registration by APT Secretariat is 1 September 2019 for making necessary arrangements.  
On-site registration and distribution of badges will commence from 08:30 hours on Tuesday 1 October 2019. Participants are required to bring their passports or other photo identification to receive their badges.
4. HOTEL ACCOMMODATION
	
	NAME
	RATES/night
	CONTACTS 

	1.
	Tanoa International Dateline Hotel
5 mins walk to FCC
	119 Rooms

Please find room rates/night below:

Superior Room – TOP 280
Executive Room – TOP 320
Ocean View Room – TOP 360
Ocean View Suite – TOP 510
Presidential Suite – TOP 960
*All rooms are inclusive of complimentary full buffet breakfast, wifi, and taxes.

Check in:  2pm
Check out: 10am

Cancellation Policy: Cancellations must be received at least 48 hours prior to the arrival date, or a 1 day penalty fee will be charged
Airport transfers: TOP 60 return, per person.  


	Ms. Kalatiola Fotukava

Reservations Team Leader

Cellphone: +676 878 1428

Email: resdateline@tanoahotels.com
Website:

https://www.tanoadateline.com/  
 

	2.
	Emerald Hotel
A min walk to FCC


	20 Rooms

4 King Seaview rms – TOP 250
4 Double rms – TOP 225

Garden view – TOP 180
Airport transfer TOP 15

Includes: continental breakfast & 100 mb/person when check in.  A minute walk to the Convention Centre

Check in/out: 2pm/10am
Cancellation Policy: 168 hrs prior to arrival

	Tel: +676 22 888

Mobile: +676 872 2888

Email: emerald-joe@hotmail.com
Website: www.emerald-tonga.com

	3.
	City Hotel

(Block booked)
5 mins walk to FCC
	9 Rooms

Single – TOP 160

Double – TOP 180
Check in/out: 9/11am

	Tel: +676 27 999/8627999

Email: info@cityhoteltonga.com
Website: www.cityhoteltonga.com 



	4.
	JeZAmi Hotel

(Block booked)
10-15 mins walk to FCC
	5 spacious suites all with Queen Deluxe & Double Deluxe Beds.  

TOP 230 1 suite


	Tel: +676 23660/22910/8702976

Email: reception@jezamihotel.com
Website: www.jezamihotel.com 



	5.
	Black Pearl
10-15 mins by transport to FCC
	10 rooms

Executive Suite – TOP 450

Standard  Suite – TOP 250

Continental breakfast

Daily supply of water

One complimentary WIFI plan at first request.


	Tel: +676 28 393

Email: theblackpearltonga@outlook.com 

	6.
	Nukuma’anu Lodge, Sopu
10-15 mins by transport to FCC
	3 Self-contained apartments

TOP 150/night

	Tel: +676 26 328/21190

Email: rnakao@fexcopacific.to; robina@fml.to; nukumaanu@diginet.to 



	7.
	Malau Lodge

Fasi-moe-Afi

5 mins walk to FCC
	9 rooms

On-suite – TOP 120

Queen – TOP 140


	Tel: +676 28115

Email: malau@gmail.com 


5. TRANSPORTATION FROM THE AIRPORT TO THE HOTEL
The host country will provide complimentary airport transfer for all delegates. Those who may need this assistance are encouraged to send the request with flight itinerary to Mr. Alifeleti Tu’ihalamaka ftuihalamaka@mic.gov.to and copy communications@mic.gov.to by 17 September 2019 so that adequate arrangements can be made.

Transport will also be provided for all delegates from your hotels to the meeting venue, Fa’onelua Convention Centre, and return for the whole period of the meeting. 

6. MEETING WEBSITE, MEETING DOCUMENTS AND CONTRIBUTION   GUIDELINE
Related information about the meeting and provisional meeting documents will be available at the APT Website at: https://www.apt.int. 
Contributions from APT Members, Associate Members, Affiliate Members, Regional/ International Organizations are welcome.  You are requested to use the proper document template for your contribution. 

Contributions will be posted on APT Website prior to the start of the meeting. Last date of receipt of your contributions by APT Secretariat is 24 September 2019.  To submit contributions and any information on the documentation, please contact: aptpolicy@apt.int.

In order to facilitate efficient meeting management and document handling process, APT encourages the use of electronic documents during the meeting. Electronic copies of the meeting documents will be available online.

7. WIRELESS LAN
Internet Access over wireless network will be available during the meeting. Participants who wish to utilize wireless facility are kindly requested to bring their own laptop computers with Wi-Fi capability.
8. VISA AND IMMIGRATION INFORMATION
If you require a visa supporting letter, please contact the local Secretariat below together with a Copy of your passport (photograph page). Advance submission is highly recommended.

Mr. Alifeleti Tu’ihalamaka
Director

Department of Communications 
Ministry of Meteorology, Energy, Information, Disaster Management, Environment, Climate Change, Communications & CERTTonga (MEIDECCC)

Phone: +676 20732
Email: ftuihalamaka@mic.gov.to
VISA WAIVER COUNTRIES Conditions for Visa Waiver Entries to Tonga.
A valid return ticket out of the Kingdom to a country which s/he shall be able to enter.  

Nationals from countries NOT listed below. If a non-Tongan passport holder is a citizen from a country NOT listed below, s/he requires a letter of authority allowing him/her to travel to Tonga and apply on arrival in the Kingdom for a visitor’s visa. The following countries are NOT required to apply for a visa to enter Tonga. They will be issued upon arrival with a visitor’s visa for 31 days, free of charge and this can be extended for up to six months.  

        COUNTRIES NOT REQUIRING VISA
- Australia, Austria




- Bahamas, Barbados, Belgium, Brazil, Brunei Darussalam, Bulgaria

          - Canada, Cook Islands, Cyprus, Czech Republic



     - Denmark, Dominica




     - Estonia





     - Federated States of Micronesia, Fiji, Finland, France




- Germany, Greece





     - Hong Kong, Hungary




     - Ireland






     - Niue (Holders of New Zealand Passport), Norway
     - Palau, Papua New Guinea, People’s Republic of China, Poland, Portugal

     - Romania, Russian Federation

     - Samoa, Seychelles, Singapore, Slovakia, Slovenia, Solomon Island, South Korea
        (Republic of Korea), Spain, St Kitts & Nevis, St Lucia, St Vincent & The
        Grenadines, Sweden, Switzerland

     - Tahiti (French Passport Holders), Tokelau (Holders of NZ Passports), Turkey, 
        Tuvalu

     - Ukraine, United Kingdom – Great Britain & Northern Ireland, United States of 
        America

     - Vanuatu

     - Wallis & Futuna (French Passport Holders)
The following countries are allowed to obtain visas on arrival, provided that the visitor holds a valid passport for a period of at least 6 months, and a return ticket out of Tonga.  The visa is free of charge for a period of one month.
· All Pacific Island countries

· All Western European countries

· United States of America

· Australia

· New Zealand
If you need further assistance on the immigration please contact Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Immigration Division by email: tongapermit@gmail.com or by phone at +67626969 / +67626970   or

Ms. Telesia Kaitapu

Officer-In-Charge

Tonga Immigration Department

Tel: +676 26970/26969

Email:  fatai.fakava@gmail.com 
9. INSURANCE
APT will not bear any cost of insurance for participants, any medical expenses or any other expenses. APT, therefore, requests participants to make necessary arrangements for insurance and medical coverage before their travel. 
10. PRACTICAL INFORMATION (more details on www.tongaholiday.com)
About Tonga: Tonga is located to the west of the International Dateline (South-East of Fiji and South of Samoa), Tonga is the first Pacific nation to greet the new day. Tonga’s main capital is Nuku’alofa, 21km North-West from the Fua’amotu international airport. Despite embracing many elements of the contemporary world, Tongans still proudly retain their authentic culture and traditions.  Couple this with a Polynesian Monarchy that dates back many centuries and you have a country that remains as close to the ‘true’ Polynesia as you’re likely to find.

Weather: Tonga’s climate is warm, tropical and welcoming. Temperatures are warm all year round and can get hot in the summer, but seldom reach above 35°C (95°F). Trade winds from the East-Southeast bring year-long cooling breezes in the late afternoon and early evening. Tropical rains fall from December through February, coinciding with the warmest summer months. However, there are no significant differences in temperatures between summer and winter. In general, the winter temperatures (April to September) are only slightly cooler than summer temperatures (November to February). The cool, dry season is from May to November with temperatures ranging between 17 – 22 degrees Celsius.
Language: English is the official language in Tonga.
Time Zone: The local time zone is named Pacific/Tongatapu with an UTC offset of 13 hours.
Banks & Currency: The Tongan dollar is Pa’anga (TOP) and comes in $1=US$2, $2, $5, $10, $20, $50 and $100 dollar denominations. Most major credit cards are accepted in Tonga and there are over 200 EFTPOS outlets, however it is recommended that you always have cash on you as there are a number of outlets that don’t have electronic facilities and accept cash only.  (More details on website: www.tongaholiday.com). 
Electricity: In Tonga the standard voltage is 240V using plugs common to Australia and New Zealand. An adapter/converter is necessary, unless the item has a multi-voltage option. 
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11. CONTACT INFORMATION
	APT Secretariat

Asia-Pacific Telecommunity

12/49 Soi 5, Chaeng Watthana Road

Bangkok 10210, Thailand

Tel: + 66 2 573 0044 

Fax: +66 2 573 7479

Mr. Pubate Satienpoch

Project Coordinator (Policy & Regulation)

E-mail: aptpolicy@apt.int; pubate@apt.int
Ms. Kullasap Yanyathip
Programme Secretary
E-mail: aptpolicy@apt.int; kullasap@apt.int
	Local Secretariat

Mr. Alifeleti Tu’ihalamaka
Director for Communications
Ministry of Meteorology, Energy, Information, Disaster Management, Environment, Climate Change, Communications & CERTTonga
Email: ftuihalamaka@mic.gov.to 
Tel: +676 20 732
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