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NOTE TO PARENTS AND STUDENTS
     It is important that you read and understand this handbook and
every area discussed.
     The contents of this handbook will be taken seriously, especially in terms of attendance, class assignments, and discipline.
Please sign and return agreement sheet in the back of this booklet. 

Thank you.
14
Month

Date
FEB.

12
Conf. Prep. #5 



18 
CLASS #20 Family Catechesis 
(Saturday)
22
First Communion Enrollment Mass 4:00 

FEB. (Sun)
23 
First Communion Enrollment Mass 9:30

            25
CLASS #21


MARCH
  3
CLASS #22 FHC Video-Presence


  4
FHC Video-Presence



10
CLASS #23 Conf. Prep #6


11
Conf. Prep. #6


17
NO CLASSES   Spring Break for WCS


24
CLASS #24


31
CLASS #25 FHC Video-Presence
APRIL
  1
FHC Video-Presence
 (Saturday)
  4
Confirmation Retreat 12:00-9:00


  7
CLASS #26 Conf. Prep. #7


  8
Conf. Prep. #7



14
NO CLASSES
Easter Break


21
CLASS #27 Family Catechesis
  (Saturday)
25
Jesus Day 9-2:30

28
CLASS #28

 MAY 
 (Saturday) 
  2
FHC Mass 4:00
 (Sunday)
  3
FHC Masses 9:30, 11:30
  5
CLASS #29 Family Catechesis
12
CLASS #30 Conf. Prep. (snow date) 
13
Conf. Prep (snow date)


19
CLASS #31 Closing Mass/May Crowning 7:00
This calendar is subject to change, please watch for any updates online or in the weekly memos.
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PSR  CALENDAR   2019-2020
Month

Date
SEPT.

17
CLASS #1 7:15 Opening Mass 
 



24
CLASS #2 Parent/Candidate Conf. Mtg.     

gr. 7-8 6:30-8
OCT.

  1
CLASS #3 

8
CLASS #4 Penance Parent Mtg. 6:30-8       Conf. Prep #1


  9
Conf. Prep #1


15
CLASS #5 Family Catechesis


(Saturday)
19
Confirmation Enrollment Mass 4 pm
(Sunday)
20
Confirmation Enrollment Mass 11:30 am
22 
CLASS #6 (no 6th grade classes)
29
CLASS #7
NOV.

  5
CLASS #8 
12
CLASS #9 FP Video-Forgiven; Conf. Prep. #2
13
FP Video-Forgiven; Conf. Prep #2

19
CLASS #10 Family Catechesis; Progress Reports


26
NO CLASSES
Thanksgiving Break 
DEC.  

  3
CLASS #11 FP Video-Forgiven 


  4
FP Video-Forgiven

10
CLASS #12 Conf. Prep. #3
11
Conf. Prep. #3

17
CLASS #13 Family Catechesis
24
NO CLASSES
Christmas Break


31        NO CLASSES
New Years Break
JAN.

  7 
CLASS #14 Conf. Prep. #4


  8
Conf. Prep. #4



14
CLASS #15 FP Video-Forgiven



15 
FP Video-Forgiven


21
CLASS # 16 Family Catechesis 


28
CLASS #17 First Comm. Parent Mtg. 6:30-8
FEB. (Sat)
  1
Retreat/First Penance     9-12:00 a.m.


  4
CLASS #18 FHC Video-Presence


  5
FHC Video-Presence



 11
CLASS #19 Progress Reports; Conf. Prep #5
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Dear Parents/Guardians of PSR Students:
     On behalf of our Pastor, Fr. Thomas Behrend; our Administrator,        Mrs. Charlotte Gulden; and our Teachers and Staff, we welcome you to Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Parish School of Religion for the 2019-2020 school year.
     Almost everything about our lives today is challenging, and the teaching of religion is no exception.  The staff of OLMC PSR consists of truly dedicated, caring, and generous Catholic men and women who have responded to this challenge and have answered Jesus’ call to share their faith with your children.
     We are genuinely concerned about the Catholic religious education of your children and promise you our very best efforts in providing opportunities for the spiritual growth of your children.  OLMC PSR will faithfully follow the message of Jesus in the Gospels and the doctrinal teachings of the Catholic Church, particularly from the Second Vatican Council’s Declaration on Christian Education.
     Parents are the primary educators of their children in our Catholic faith.  Mothers, fathers and guardians exemplify for children God’s love for all men and women.  We are committed to the Catholic religious education of your children and will cooperate with you as together we strive to introduce your children to the mystery of salvation, deepen their understanding of the gift of faith, lead them into prayer and opportunities for worship, and develop virtue.
     Please know that you have a standing open invitation to attend all PSR Masses, gatherings and special services throughout the year, which are listed in the calendar.  We encourage and welcome your presence and participation.
     You are welcome to call us if any question or problem arises during the course of the school year.
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel
Parish School of Religion
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PARISH MISSION STATEMENT
     We, the parish community of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, embrace the Celebration of the Eucharist as central to our Catholic Faith.  We are committed to sacramental life and the worship of God.  We are called to love and serve others as Jesus did.  We try to do this by serving, evangelizing, teaching, and caring for those in need in every way possible.  In so doing, we are sharing the “Good News” of the Gospel. As a community we recognize and celebrate our baptismal call to actively participate in the life of the parish.  We are dedicated to the ongoing development of good stewardship through sharing our talents and blessings.  As caring brothers and sisters we are committed to the sanctity of human life in all stages.  Following the example of Jesus we welcome everyone.  Together in this time and place we give Glory to God.
PSR MISSION STATEMENT
     The goal of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Parish School of Religion is to proclaim Jesus Christ and His message of salvation through the One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church He established; to encourage worship and prayer; to foster growth in Christian community; and to motivate and involve students in service to others.
     Recognizing that faith growth is gradual, Catholic teachings are presented in a progression adapted to learning readiness through various methods: text-based presentation and discussion; audio-visual resources; and liturgical and para-liturgical prayer experiences.
     The priests of the parish provide for the spiritual needs of the students by celebrating Eucharist and the Sacrament of Penance and as the spiritual leaders of this program.  They also oversee the catechesis of the sacraments, which the second and ninth graders receive. The staff is here to help you be the best Domestic Church you can be. 
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PSR  2019-2020  STAFF
SPIRITUAL ADVISOR

       
       Fr. Behrend

                               440-585-0700  
ADMINSTRATOR



 Mrs. Charlotte Gulden

                                       440.585.0700 X310  reled@olmcwickliffe.org
SECRETARY



               
         Kindergarten

Mrs. Jennifer Boehmer

Grade 1
                              Mrs. Lisa Greger

Grade 2
Mrs. Connie Contenza





  Grade 3
                                            Mr. Lee Pease

      

Grade 4
Mrs. Diane Kopanski
Grade 5


       Ms. Mary Lyons

  Grade 6

                                 Mr. Richard Conroy (moderator)
Grade 7
Mr. Ray Patacca

Grade 8
Mr. Eddie Barth
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WEATHER CLOSINGS
     If adverse weather necessitates cancelling PSR classes for the day, it is important for you to monitor local TV stations. The stations (3,5,8) will be notified by 5:00 pm whenever OLMC PSR classes are cancelled. Also, if the schools are closed for inclement weather--please check if conditions have improved during the day…PSR may be in session!    If it is not on TV...we’re open!!!  An email will be sent to all families who have provided one as to the status of the sessions. The PSR Program is not on the same closing schedule as MDA or WCS. 
      Please call (440) 585.0700 X310 to hear a prerecorded message as to whether or not PSR classes will be cancelled due to bad weather. The rectory will also be notified. Call after 5:00 at 585.0700.  
    Thank you for your cooperation and support of our efforts to offer the very best Catholic educational opportunities to your children.  
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ARRIVAL/DISMISSAL OF STUDENTS
     All students must enter and exit the building only through the Community Center entrance.  NO OTHER DOORS to the Church, Community Center or school are to be used by any PSR students or parents.  Please have children take care of bathroom needs at home, before coming to PSR classes.
  Students are to be picked up promptly by a parent after class at 8:00 inside the Community Center lobby unless a discipline issue needs attention from the PSR office. First and second graders will be picked up in the back hallway that joins the east and west wings at 7:50. Kindergarteners are picked up at 7:30 in the same hallway.
ATTENDANCE
     OLMC PSR insists on regular attendance.  Only illnesses or emergency family situations will be considered an excused absence.  All absences (excused or otherwise) must be called in to the PSR office (440-585-0700) by the parent by 6:15. Personal activities, sports activities, or other public school activities will not be considered an excused absence. If a class is missed, both classroom work/reading and homework assignments must be made up and submitted to your childs teacher, the Religious Education office, or dropped off at the rectory for credit. 
     If there are more than four (4) absences, the child will not be placed on the class roster or advanced to the next grade for the following year until the missing work is completed and turned in with the re-registration. 
    Any student who arrives later than 6:35 (time at which attendance is taken) must report to the main office in order that the secretary can mark him/her present. 
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Attendance in Sacramental Grades 2 and 7-8
     Since Grade 2 and Grades 7 and 8 involve special preparation for the reception of a sacrament (First Penance/First Communion or Confirmation), regular attendance at classes and all extra activities on calendar IS ESSENTIAL.  Unless there is an exceptionally good reason, no classes/activities should be missed. Students in 1st grade are also preparing for these same Sacraments and therefore attendance is important. Students missing retreats must schedule alternate retreat attendance at a neighboring parish. 
BEHAVIOR OF STUDENTS
     Our Lady of Mt. Carmel PSR abides by all national, state and local laws.  In particular, we abide by the laws concerning alcohol, drugs, vandalism, and violence.  We fully expect all PSR personnel and students to behave with Christian respect and love toward one another.
     Discipline means obedience to the rules and regulations of the Christian life beginning with self-control and self-sacrifice in small matters.  Training in discipline for Christian living is facilitated by mutual understanding and cooperation between home and school.  When philosophy and guidance for good behavior is the same from both sources, the child is more convinced of the truth and abides by it more willingly.  If discussion and consequences for misbehavior are unsuccessful, it will be necessary to take action.
10
TEXTBOOKS
     Kindergarten uses the In the Beginning Curriculum by Ruah Woods Press. Grade 1 the Christ our Life Series by Loyola Press.  For Grades 2 through 8, OLMC PSR uses the Faith and Life Series textbook series published by Ignatius Press.

     Students who lose or vandalize, to the point of uselessness, either their textbook or activity book will be required to pay the cost of replacement.
TUITION
     The goal of Christian ministry is: 1) to promote self-sufficiency and to serve those in need, and 2) to supplement the efforts of those who cannot contribute financially.
     PSR tuition for the 2019-2020 school year will remain $60 for one child, $85 for two or more children per family.  A $10.00 per child book fee is also assessed. An increased fee of $15 for each child will be assessed after June 30, 2019. All tuition is due and payable upon registration or re-registration for all PSR students unless other arrangements are agreed upon by the parents and the Administrator. 
Families unable to pay tuition at time of registration must fill out a Payment Plan Form (available at the rectory).  Payment will be required on a monthly basis at minimal amounts. 

    
 No one really unable to pay tuition will be deprived of religious education.  A willingness to share your time/talent in other ways with the PSR program will be required if no payment can be made. 
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DRESS CODE
     Students should dress appropriately as they would for day classes.  No caps or hats of any kind are permitted to be worn in the building. No T-shirts with inappropriate messages may be worn.  No tank tops should be worn.  Please remember that our PSR classes are sometimes held in our church, and students’ attire should reflect respect for Our Lord's Eucharistic Presence and Christian modesty.
HOME SCHOOLING

   Homeschooling (in grade 1, 3-6) is encouraged by the PSR Program. Parents home school their child(ren) after policy discussion with administrator.
HOMEWORK
     Students in all grades may be assigned homework for PSR classes. Completion of homework assigned is mandatory.  
     Our PSR class times are extremely short.  Most grades have less than 40 hours of class time for the entire school year.  That is less than two full days to attempt to properly assist you in teaching your children the Catholic faith. It is essential that material taught in our PSR classes be reviewed sometime during the following week at home by the completion of any homework assignments.  OLMC PSR would like to strongly solicit parents' cooperation and assistance in checking and discussing each homework assignment.
TARDINESS
     We insist on punctuality as well as regular attendance.  Tardiness is disruptive and takes away from class time. 
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The following examples of misconduct will be subject to correction and disciplinary action:
1.
Damage to OLMC/MDA school or church property.
2.
Disobedience/disrespect of PSR policies or authority.
3.
Disruptive language or actions in class or truancy.
4.
Fighting on OLMC school premises.
5.
Interference with rights/safety of classmates or staff.
6.
Possession of any kind of dangerous instruments.
7.
Possession of any kind of incendiary devices, i.e. matches, lighters, “firecrackers” etc.
When misbehavior occurs, the PSR staff will pursue any of the following means of discipline: correction by the teacher; conference with the principal; report/phone call to parents; joint conference with the catechist, Mrs. Gulden, parents, Fr. Behrend and/or police.  
General Behavior Rules
1.
Cell phones are strictly forbidden. If a student is using a phone in class, it will be confiscated till the end of class and returned to the parents only.
2.
Disruptive/threatening behavior (verbal or physical) will not be permitted.  Students will be sent to the PSR office. There is a ‘three strikes, you’re out’ policy.
3.
Eating any type of food (i.e., candy), drinking, or chewing gum in the school building or in the classroom is forbidden.
4.
Litterbugs will be assigned to clean up their mess.
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5.
No student may leave the building without the express permission of the administrator.  If a student needs to leave early, he/she must bring a written request from home.  The student will be sent to the PSR office near the time of early departure. 
6.
Students are required to cooperate with their teacher when exiting the building after class.  All students in all grades are required to walk with their class to the outside door by the gym to exit the school building. Parents should meet their children at the door. No child will be dismissed into the parking lot w/o an adult.
8.
Students who deliberately vandalize school or church property will be required to pay the cost of the damage.
9.
“Bathroom breaks” should be taken at home.
CLASS TIMES
     Classes for Grades 3 through 8 are conducted on Tuesdays from 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm; for Grades 1 and 2 from 6:30-7:50; and Kindergarten from 6:30-7:30 according to the PSR calendar located in the back of this handbook. You will be notified via email of any changes to our current calendar of classes.
IMPORTANT: Our PSR calendar does NOT always coincide with the same days off as the public school calendar or the MDA school calendar.   Please keep our PSR calendar readily available for convenient referral during the school year.
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COOPERATION FROM PARENTS
     Parents are essential in helping to promote the educational and spiritual aims of OLMC PSR.  The full involvement of all parents is encouraged.  We welcome the presence of parents at all prayer services, and at our PSR Masses.
We would ask that parents:
*
Check their children's homework assignments on a weekly basis.  Check email communications from PSR.
*
Instruct their children to obey their teachers, pay attention to the lessons during class, complete weekly homework assignments, and demonstrate a cooperative attitude.
*
Make the family a source of support for living the faith in every aspect of human life.  Attend weekly Mass together as a family.
*
Make every effort to ensure all children arrive on time (6:30 pm) each week.
*
Observe all PSR policies and regulations.
*
Stress the importance to their children of attendance at PSR classes.
*
Take a personal interest in your children’s progress reports and report cards.  We welcome your comments after each report period.


OUR LADY OF MT. CARMEL PARISH
29850 EUCLID AVENUE
WICKLIFFE, OHIO 44092
440-585-0700

PSR HANDBOOK

2019-2020
Please sign and return the lower half of this form.
I have read and fully understand the PSR Handbook.  I will follow all guidelines and instruct my child(ren) enrolled in PSR to do the same.  I understand that all teachers, helpers, and office personnel are unpaid (volunteers) staff members and deserve my utmost respect and Christian charity and that of my child(ren).
-------------------------cut here-----------------------------------

_______________________________   __________
Parent’s name


    Date     
_____________________________   _________
Student’s name


      Date
_____________________________   _________
Student’s name


     Date
_____________________________   _________
Student’s name


    Date
(Handbook agreement tear-off)
