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Academics

MIDDLE SCHOOL CURRICULUM

6th and 7th Grade:  The 6th and 7th grade curriculum emphasizes the continued development of reading, writing and math skills.  Students are not placed in elective classes if they are not proficient in reading or math. Students interested in learning how to play a musical instrument in 6th grade are able to do that during our extended day (7th period).
8th Grade: The 8th grade curriculum is a combination of academic and exploratory classes.  8th grade students are able to take high school courses if they have the academic skills.  All elective credits earned (if the grade is C or better) will count as high school credit.
Other middle school programs include inter-school sports for seventh and eighth graders, academic and social clubs developed around student interests and needs and after school programs.

HIGH SCHOOL CURRICULUM

The High School Curriculum at A.W.C.P.A. is designed so that students successfully completing the courses will be prepare to be accepted to a four year university.  Students are required to earn 22 credits in the following subject areas for graduation.

	Math – 4 credits
	English – 4 credits
	Science – 3 credits
	Social Studies – 3 credits

	World Language- 2 credits
	Jr. / Sr. Seminar – 1 credit
	Electives – 6 Credits
	


Other graduation requirements are:

· Students will need to successfully complete two dual credit courses (C.C.A. credit and A.W.C.P.A. credit) before graduation.
· Students will donate 60 hours of volunteering to the community prior to graduation.

· Students will be expected to apply to at least two universities prior to graduation.

Students enrolled at A.W.C.P.A. grades 9 to 12 are required to:

· Turn in all homework neat, complete and accurately.  Students who do not meet this expectation will stay after school until it is met.

· Maintain proficiency in all classes.  Students who fall below proficiency will be required to stay after school to work with their teachers until they regain proficiency.
· Academic Probation: Students not maintaining a 2.5 grade point average are required to attend seventh period each day. 

Grading Reporting 
A key factor in a student's progress at school is good communication between the classroom and home. Parents are encouraged to call the school at any time with questions or concerns. Each term parents will receive two reports concerning student’s academic progress.  First, in the middle of each term students will carry home a progress report which indicates the progress that the student is making at that point in the term.  At the end of each term the students will carry home a grade card that reflects their progress during the term.
  Grades that a student earns during one nine-week grading period are not averaged together to get a final grade. Each grading period stands alone and the student earns four grades in a subject throughout the year.
At Aurora West College Preparatory Academy, along with all other schools in APS, as system is used known as Standards Based Grading.  The purpose of SBG is to communicate to parents and students what each student knows and is able to do according to Colorado State Standards.  Grading with SBG separates what students have learned from the work that is done to do the learning.  Students receive two marks from each class on progress reports and end of the term report cards.  One mark reflects how the student compares to the Colorado State Standards for their grade level and the second mark reports the work that the student has put into their learning for the term.  
The following marks will be used to report a students learning progress as compared to the Colorado State Standards for a grade level.
A= Advanced: The student consistently and independently meets the standard.
In a variety of assessments and assignments, the student consistently and independently demonstrates proficiency in grade level concepts and skills and demonstrates advanced application/analysis when the opportunity exists.

B= Proficient: The student meets the standard independently.
In a variety of assessments and assignments, the student demonstrates proficiency in grade level concepts and skills. 

C= Partially Proficient: The student meets the standard with some teacher support.
The student is able to demonstrate understanding and application of the most critical of the grade level skills and concepts.  

D= Limited Understanding: The student demonstrates limited understanding of the concepts taught.
With support, the student demonstrates limited understanding/application of grade level concepts/skills and does not meet the identified goals at this time.

F= No Evidence: Missing Work
The student rarely demonstrates understanding of grade level concepts/skills or there is insufficient evidence to accurately determine the proficiency level.  (no credit)

I= Incomplete 

Work has not been completed at the end of the grading period.  

The following marks will be used to report a student’s Work Habits during a grading period.  The work habits consist of the student demonstrating:

· Effort – works hard and attempts quality work

· Engagement – Participates and listens

· Homework – Completed and on time

· Responsibility – Follows rules and direction; manages time; advocates for self.
On the students grade card these work habits will be reported by:

· 4- Consistently

· 3- Frequently

· 2- Sometimes

· 1- Rarely

· 0-Never
Honor Roll

Aurora West College Preparatory Academy honors students who have demonstrated outstanding academic progress at the end of each term.  This is done through students earning Honor Roll status.  
Principals Honor Roll – All A’s

Honor Roll – 3.5 and above

Honorable Mention Honor Roll – 3.0 to 3.49

National Honor Society and National Junior Honor Society
Students at Aurora West College Preparatory Academy who meet a high academic standard and have demonstrated good character are invited to apply to become members of the National Honor Society or the National Junior Honor Society. The purpose of these groups is to help promote leadership, scholarship, and develop the character of students.    Students in grades 7-10 are eligible for National Junior Honor Society.  Students in grades 11and 12 are eligible for the National Honor society.  Induction for each group is held in the spring of each year.  
Homework

The State of Colorado, Aurora Public Schools and our local community have set high standards for the quality of education that is expected for our students at Aurora West College Preparatory Academy. For the students at A.W.C.P.A. to meet these standards they will have homework assigned regularly.  Parents should ensure that students have time and a place to do their homework and that it is done neatly, accurately and completely.  Students not completing homework on time neatly, completely and accurately will be asked to stay after school to complete their homework.  For students in grades 6, 7 and 8, teachers will give parents at least one day notice either in writing or through a phone call to inform them that their student needs to stay after school to complete homework if it takes more than 10 minutes.  As noted above, students in grades 9-12 are required to stay after school to do homework the day it is due and students are responsible for notification.
Parent Portal Information 

Parents can now check their child’s attendance, grade/assignment history, schedule, report card, etc. by using your home computer or a computer at school or a computer at work.  Parents have access their child’s schedule for the year, attendance, grades, missing assignments, fines and fees, etc.  You will have a choice of viewing this information in either English or Spanish, with some exceptions.

To sign up to use the Parent Portal go to http://www.aps.k12.co.us/family/portal/index.htm and click on the Infinite Campus Parent Portal box at the top of the page.  Please call the school if you encounter any problems or have questions. Aurora West College Preparatory Academy will provide you with a Parent Portal ID.  By using this ID and following the instructions in the Parent Portal User Setup Guide, you can setup your own account for the Parent Portal.
Things to remember:

· In the beginning of the school year or a new term, you may see dramatic shifts in your child's grade. This is simply because there are only a few assignments in the grade book, a low or high score can make a significant change in the overall grade.
· Teachers need time to grade projects, assignments, and test. Each day teachers are expected to have new material and lesson plans ready for their classes. Many teachers are also involved in extra-curricular activities that take additional time to plan and attend. Keeping that in mind, please understand that teachers need adequate time to grade assignments and enter grades in their grade book. Aurora West College Preparatory Academy expects teachers to update their grade book no later than five days from the turn-in dates.  Please be patient as teachers do their best to return assignments and post grades as promptly as their schedule allows.
So that parents can easily access the Parent Portal, AWCPA provides four computers in the main hall for parent use.  These computers are available for parent use during normal school hours and during all evening events.
Attendance Guidelines and Procedures

Attendance Policy

Students enrolled in the Aurora Public Schools are required to attend classes, unless excused for good reason in accordance with the Colorado Compulsory Attendance Law.  Absences such as illness or injury, or absences approved by a school administrator and parents are regarded as excused absences. If a student's absence is not caused by illness or injury or approved by the school principal, the absence shall be considered unexcused.  Irregular attendance and/or excessive tardies may result in poor academic performance and lower grades. An intervention plan will be developed by the parent/guardian and the site administrator, and/or a referral for truancy if the attendance does not improve.

Reporting Student Absences

Parents or legal guardians are required to report student absence to the school. This may be done by phone or note, if no phone is available. Telephone the school between the hours of 7:15 a.m. and 3:45 p.m. at 303.366.2671 or use the after-hours school attendance recorder at 303.326.1660. If a phone call cannot be made, the student must bring a note to the attendance office on the day that he or she returns to school. Absences not excused by a parent or legal guardian will be considered unexcused. If the length of the absence is not known, daily calls are requested.

Early Dismissals / Appointment Requests

If a student needs to leave school for any reason before the normal dismissal time, a parent or legal guardian must telephone the school with the reason and time for the early dismissal. It is the student's responsibility to pick up an "Out of Building Permit" on arrival at school. This pass is shown to the teacher at the time of dismissal. Before leaving school, the student must sign out in the Attendance Office.  If prior arrangements are not made, a parent or legal guardian must sign the student out through the attendance office.

Reporting Student Absences for Family Business/Family Vacation

A student’s parent/guardian must request approval for an excused absence to attend to family business/family vacation (e.g. wedding, family trip). This excused absence is not to exceed three (3) days per year if the following conditions are met:


1. Student is in good academic standing 

2. Student has no unexcused absences; or

3. Student has four or fewer excused absences in a semester or seven or fewer excused absences for the school year.
Reporting Student Absences for Funerals

A student’s parent/guardian may request approval for an absence to be excused to attend a funeral. This excused absence shall not exceed three (3) days. Additional time may be requested on a case-by-case basis. 

Excessive Excused Absences

A student who is absent, including excused absence, 4-days in a month or 10-days in a year is considered excessively absent.  When a student has excessive excused absences due to reported illness, the building administrator will require a written medical excuse from the family physician. If a family indicates they have no physician or medical source available for this purpose, the school nurse is authorized to make a determination if a student is, indeed, ill. The school nurse may also refer families to appropriate medical resources when needed to substantiate the illness.

Unexcused Absences

A student missing school without a reason that meets the criteria for an excused absence according to the building procedures will be considered truant. Colorado State Law 22-33-107 defines the habitual truant as a student of compulsory attendance age who has “four unexcused absences in any one month or 10 unexcused absences during any school year.” Appropriate consequences / punishment will be assigned for absences that are not approved by the parent or legal guardian. Students will be required to make up the work for the time they were truant. The Principal or his designee will determine if the student will receive credit for this work.  

Truancy

If an absence has not been excused by the parent/guardian and the principal/designee, the student shall be considered truant. According to state law, a “habitual truant” shall be defined as a student of compulsory attendance age who has four or more unexcused absences from school or class in any one month or ten or more unexcused absences during any school year. Absences due to suspension or expulsion shall not be counted in the total of unexcused absences. A student with excessive excused absences may also be considered truant if a reported illness cannot be verified or the reasons for the absences are not approved as excused by the administrator. If a student’s attendance does not consistently improve after reasonable efforts by the school to contact and work collaboratively with parents/guardians or if a student and their parent/guardian fail to attend the scheduled Attendance Review Board meeting, proceedings shall begin for filing for truancy in Arapahoe or Adams County Truancy Court.
Procedures

Two (2) unexcused absences, whether for a period or all day, in a grading period will result in a "Letter of Concern" for that student in care of the parent / guardian.

Three (3) unexcused absences, whether for a class period or all day, in a grading period will result in a phone call or home visit and a conference is required to develop an attendance contract.

Four (4) unexcused absences, whether for a period or all day, in a grading period will result in a legal letter, which informs the parent or guardian of a referral to Community Attendance Review Board (CARB).  This board reviews all attendance cases and makes recommendations to truancy court in Adams and Arapahoe Counties.  Referral to the review board and courts is expensive for both the school and the family, who often has to miss work due to mandatory court appearances.

Truancy Court

Court proceedings may be initiated to compel student and parent/guardian to comply with the school attendance law. Failure to comply with court orders may result in a contempt of court ruling, with appropriate sanctions designated by state law and the court. Sanctions may be as severe as a sentence for incarceration in a juvenile detention facility for the student and a fine or confinement in the county jail for the parent/guardian.

Tardy 
The school day at Aurora West College Preparatory Academy begins at 7:30 a.m. Students are to be at school and in class at 7:30 a.m.  Students who are not in class at that time are considered tardy.  Students who are late, but excused, are to present a written note from their parents to the attendance office and they will receive a pass for class.  Students without a written note will receive an unexcused tardy pass and will serve after school detention the following school day.  Parents must also call the attendance office to excuse a tardy.  Excused and unexcused tardies can become excessive and will be dealt with on a student-by-student basis.  Four (4) or more tardies in a month is considered excessively tardy.  
During the school day students are to be in their seat ready to work at the end of passing periods or lunch.  Students tardy to class will receive consequences by the teacher.

Moving / Leaving School before the End of the Year

If you are planning to move please see the counseling secretary at least one week before you move.

School Start Times       7:30 to 3:00
Wednesday Late Start

All secondary schools in A.P.S. start school late one day a week.  At A.W.C.P.A. this is done on Wednesday.  On Wednesday school begins at 8:50.  Students should not be on campus prior to 8:20 on these mornings.  
Weather-Related Delays or Closures

When bad weather is expected, Aurora Public Schools staff members assess weather conditions to determine if the district should delay start times, close schools or proceed with the scheduled school day. 

Communicating Delays or Closure Information

If Aurora Public Schools closes schools or delays start times, Aurora Public Schools will share this news with local television and radio stations and will post it on the district Web site, www.aps.k12.co.us.  Parents should listen to television and radio for announcements about Aurora Public Schools.  A district wide telephone relay system (CONNECT-ED) will contact parents with notification of school closing or delayed start time due to bad weather.  It is important to keep emergency telephone numbers updated.
Delayed Start Times

If weather or other emergency conditions are severe, but not serious enough to close schools, the superintendent may announce a late start schedule for opening of schools. If school must be delayed, all students will be on a one-hour delayed start time.  Transportation, breakfast programs, and all other school services will begin one hour later than normally scheduled.  Students with delayed start times will end at their regularly scheduled times.

School Closings

Full-day closures:  If Aurora Public Schools closes schools, classes will not be held and students should stay home for the day.

Early dismissal:  If early dismissal is necessary due to extreme weather conditions, students will be released to the individuals that parents have identified on the child's Emergency School Closure Card.

School Safety and Behavior Expectations
The foundation of a great middle school is an environment that is safe and supportive, where students can learn and teachers can teach. It is a place with high expectations for student behavior and students are treated respectfully and in a consistent manner.

At Aurora West College Prep Students are expected to be SHARP in their actions.  They are to be:

Safe
1. Solve conflicts appropriately. 

2. Drug and alcohol free
3. Have no items at school that are unsafe or can be used as a weapon

Respectful

1.  Be polite to all students and adults
2.  Use appropriate language
3.  Follow all directions given by any adult in the school when given
4.  Act with honor and esteem at all times
Accountable

1. Have homework finished and in class
2. Leave distractions (all non-school related items) at home. 

3. Be on time to school/class
4. Work cooperatively with other students
5. Dress appropriately for school (Dress for Success)

6. Leave your area and the school better than you found it. (Put trash in trashcans.)

Honest and Trustworthy

1. Do your own work at all times

2. Speak the truth
Persistent

1. Bring a positive attitude to class.

2. Finish all work accurately

3. Participate in class in a positive way.

4. Be in charge of your learning.

5. Do not give up.

Discipline Code

Aurora West College Preparatory Academy Discipline Code is a listing of behavior offenses and corresponding consequences. 

(See Safe Schools Handbook)

Class One Offenses- Suspension and Referral for Expulsion


1. Dangerous Weapon: possession or use (including firearms, facsimile firearms, pellet & BB guns, knives, explosives, any ordinary item used as a weapon.)*

2. Sale, Distribution, Acceptance of a Drug or Controlled Substance*.

3. Robbery*

4. Assault*

5. Declaration of Student as Habitually Disruptive.

Class Two Offenses- Suspension on First Offense 

1. Disruptive act*"

2. Fighting*

3. Fire and false alarm offenses"

4. Stealing or borrowing without permission**

5. Vandalism*

6. Possession or use of illegal drugs or alcohol*

7. Being under the influence of drugs or alcohol** 

8. Profanity directed at an adult.** 

9. Harassment

10. Threat against or intimidation of a staff member

11. Sexual harassment**

12. Verbal abuse

13. Gambling or possession of gaming materials

14. Use or possession of tobacco

15. Students who are "Repeat Offenders"

* Will be referred to the Aurora Police Department

** May be referred to the Aurora Police Department

Class Three Offenses- After School Detention/Saturday School or In-School Restrictions (Administrator's Choice)

1. Rude or disrespectful behavior (addressing staff or other students in a rude or disrespectful manner)

2. Defiance (refusal to obey the directives of a staff member)

3. Profanity (student to student @ teacher's discretion)

4. Truancy (absent multiple class periods)

5. Dishonesty

6. Failure to attend detention (In-School Restrictions)

Class Four Offenses*- After school detention 3:05 to 3:35
1. Failure to report for teacher's detention.

2. Horseplay (unnecessary roughness)

3. Littering in the halls

4. One class truancy

5. Unauthorized sales (candy, pop, seeds, lunch tickets) 

6. Repeated failure to follow the directions of an adult 

7. Throwing objects

8. Public Display of Affection

Class Five Offenses

1. Dress code violations

2. Bringing non-school items to school 

3. Bringing food related items to school 

4. Breaking class rules'

5. Bringing backpacks to class without teacher permission

6. Tardiness

Repeat Offenders / Habitually Disruptive Students

Continued and willful defiance and/or disruptive behavior are not acceptable at Aurora West College Preparatory Academy. When a student receives their first, second and third office referral for class three, four and five offenses the student will receive appropriate consequence and the parent or guardian will be notified. On the fourth referral the student will be suspended out of school for an appropriate period of time and a reentry conference with the parent is required before a student may return to class. Students who continue to be defiant and disrupt class will have fewer chances before being suspended. Continued defiance and disruption could lead to a student being expelled from school.

After School Detention
Students assigned after school detention stay after school the following day from 3:05 to 3:35. Students assigned after school detention stay after school the following day from 3:05 to 3:35 in the auditorium. When the detention is assigned, the student is given a referral that must be signed by the student's parent or legal guardian and returned when the student serves the detention. Students who cannot remain after school are to notify the person who assigned the detention so that other arrangements might be made. Students who do not serve their detention are considered insubordinate, will be referred to the office and may be assigned Saturday School.

Saturday School
Students are assigned Saturday School for violations of the Discipline Code for attendance reasons. Students assigned Saturday School report at 8:00 a.m. and stay until 11:30. During this time students are assigned academic work and participate in a reflective writing assignment regarding the student’s attendance.

In-School Restrictions
Students are assigned in-school restrictions for violations of the Discipline Code as an alternative to in-school suspension. In-School Restrictions are assigned for a two (2) day period.  Students are to report to school and sign in at the attendance office by 7:40 a.m.  Students must comply with all school rules, sit in their assigned seat, stay quiet and work on assignments or read quietly. The student’s teachers, campus monitors and administrators are notified of the assigned in-school restrictions.  During the lunch hour students will be supervised and assigned to the “no contact table.”  Students are to bring a book to read quietly during the lunch hour. Students assigned in-school restrictions will also attend the after school detention in the auditorium from 3:05 to 3:35 p.m.  Students sent to the office for violations of the Discipline Code while on in-school restrictions will result in an automatic out-of-school suspension.
Suspension
Students who are suspended from school do not attend school from 24 hours, 3-days, 5-days to 10-days. During the suspension students may not be on school grounds, including the park, at any time for any reason. Students who do come on the school campus will have trespassing charges filed. Parents must accompany the student back to school and meet with an administrator prior to the student returning to classes. A conference on the phone is not a substitute for the conference. During the conference a Remedial Support plan will be developed. 
School Wide Rules and Procedures

(See Student Agenda for a complete list of rules and procedures)

Dress for Success

The focus at A.W.C.P.A. is high academic achievement for all students.  High academic achievement occurs in a safe environment with a positive atmosphere for learning and freedom from distractions.  One way we at A.W.C.P.A. accomplish this is to have all students follow the Dress for Success campaign.  The school’s Dress for Success campaign will help our students feel more positive about school.  Rather than worrying about what they are wearing or what someone else owns and they do not, we believe students will focus more on instruction, learning and their own educational success.  Specific Dress for Success guidelines are:
· Size – All clothing must fit.  Students are not allowed to wear clothing that is too big or too small.

· Tops – Students will wear solid white or black shirts with a collar; long or short sleeve polo shirts with collars or white button-up shirts with a collar. (Students in grades 9 to 12 are also allowed to wear dark red polo shirts sold by the school)
· Bottoms – Students will wear solid khaki or black pants, capris, skirts, jumpers, or walking shorts.  Faded denim jeans are not allowed at A.W.C.P.A.
· Overly revealing clothing is not permitted. Skirts that are too short (skirts and shorts should fall below the students fingers when their arms hang at their side); and other clothing that is deemed inappropriate for school by the administration. Undergarments are never to be visible.

· Shoes – We recommend that students wear black, brown or white shoes.

· Socks – We recommend that students wear black, white or tan socks. All visible socks must be black, white or tan socks.

· No hats, scarves, do-rags sweatbands or headgear may be worn.

· Clothing is to be worn as designed by the manufacturer.

· Sweaters and sweat shirts must be black, white or tan without a hood.

· Coats/jackets are not to be worn to class; this includes large sweatshirts with big front pockets, with or without a hood.

· No jewelry, eye contacts, belts or clothing by color, trademark or special attribute that can signify gang membership.

· Emblems, strips or patterns must be less than 2% on all shirts and pants.

College Friday

In an effort to support positive behavior, students have the opportunity to wear a college t-shirt and jeans (black or blue) on Fridays.  This privilege is awarded to students that that exhibit SHARP characteristics in academics, behavior, and attendance during the week.

Student ID Badges

APS Policy ECABA requires all students visibly wear ID badges at all times while at school or at school events.  Students are issued one free ID when individual student pictures are taken at the beginning of the year. Replacement ID’s are available at a cost of $5 in the counseling office.
Closed Campus
Students are not allowed to leave campus during the school day. Students are to stay on school grounds in designated areas from the time they arrive at school in the morning until the dismissal bell at the end of the day.
Public Display of Affection: 

At Aurora West College Preparatory Academy discipline is employed for one of two purposes: 1) as a tool for learning; and 2) as a means to maintain an atmosphere that is safe and conducive to learning.  Therefore students are not to engage in open public displays of affection of an intimate nature (i.e. hand holding, kissing, hugging, any overt sexual behavior between consenting students) while on school property or at school related events.
Cafeteria Behavior Expectations:
1. Students are to bring their coats to lunch when they come. Permission is not given to return to lockers once at     lunch.


2. Students are to walk and act in an orderly manner while in the cafeteria.


3. When finished with lunch, students are to wipe their table, return their trays and throwaway their trash.

4. During lunch students will use the restrooms immediately across from the cafeteria.

5. Students may bring beverages in sealed cans.

6. Students are to stay in the cafeteria or on the playground during lunch. They may not go to any other part of the building unless they have written permission.

7. No food, pop cans, juice bottles, milk cartons etc. may be taken out of the lunchroom.

ATHLETICS AND ACTIVITIES

High School Activities

Aurora West College Prep offers a variety of activities for high school students.  At AWCPA students will be able to participate in boy’s and girl’s soccer, boy’s and girl’s basketball and girl’s volleyball.  High school students who would like to participate in other supports will do that at the high school of their attendance area.  

During the 2010-2011 school year AWCPA will not have a league affiliation but will function independently having a complete schedule of games with other schools.
Eligibility:

· High School team members and managers in the athletic program are limited to 9th and 10th grade.

· Students must maintain week to week eligibility by maintaining passing grades in 5 of 6 classes.

· Students must be eligible under the C.S.H.A.A.  Students may fail no more than one class per term.  Students who fail more than one class are not eligible to participate during the next term.
Middle School Activities

Aurora Middle Schools 
Aurora Frontier K-8

East


North

Aurora Hills


Mrachek

South

Columbia


Murphy Creek K-8

Aurora West College Prep
Activities:

Middle school students have the opportunity to explore a wide variety of activities which include interscholastic athletics, intramurals, clubs and hobbies and social activities.

Sports Offered:

Basketball (Boys and Girls)                 Track (Boys and Girls)

Soccer (co-ed)
Volleyball (Girls)

Swimming (Girls)
Wrestling (co-ed)
Eligibility:

· Middle School team members and managers in the athletic program are limited to 7th and 8th grade students.

· To maintain eligibility a student must be in good standing in 5 or 6 classes during the sports season

Athletes must remain eligible to play.  Weekly eligibility requirements include progress grades and citizenship requirements.

Participation:

In order to participate on any athletic team, the student must have the following on file before participating in practice:

1. A form indicating a physical examination has been performed, signed by a physician or nurse practitioner, indicating the student is able to participate.

2. A parent permission form signed by student’s parent(s) or legal guardian giving authorization for student to participate in the athletic program and travel with the team when necessary.

3. A form signed by the student’s parent(s) or legal guardian indicating that the student is covered by a school insurance plan, a military insurance plan or a family insurance plan.

The Aurora Public Schools charge fees for student participation in extracurricular activities.  

Students shall not be denied participation due to ability to pay. The principal may waive payment of fees upon verification that the family is eligible for aid to dependent children or where the student is judged to be indigent.

Athletic participation fees:
	High School
	Middle School

	$60 per sport
	$33 per sport

	$120 max student
	$66 max student

	$180 max family
	$90 max family


For more information on fees and fines, please visit the district's Web site at www.aps.k12.co.us/pol-reg and look for the JQ policy on student fees in Section J: Students.
 INTERSCHOLASTIC ACTIVITIES/ATHLETIC PARTICIPATION FOR STUDENTS IN HOME-BASED EDUCATION, PRIVATE SCHOOLS AND CONTIGUOUS BOUNDARY PROGRAMS

A student who resides in the attendance boundary of the school and is eligible to enroll by virtue of age and academic preparation may participate in school activities at that school.
All students participating in activities/athletics must meet all of the school and the district eligibility requirements in the interscholastic activities/athletics.

Other Important Information

OPEN ENROLLMENT

Students who live within the attendance boundaries of a school will be given the first priority to enroll in that school, followed by students who live within the Aurora Public Schools boundaries but not within the attendance boundaries of the school in which they wish to enroll (intra-district.)  If the school still remains below its program capacity after these students have had the opportunity to enroll, students who do not live within the Aurora Public Schools boundaries will be considered (inter-district.)  Open enrollment is based on program/building capacity.  Approval is granted or denied at the end of the first two weeks of school for both intra and inter-district applicants and again at the beginning of the second semester for intra-district applicants.   An application must be completed every year for continued open enrollment.   Approval is for ONE YEAR ONLY and may not be granted in successive years if the school requested for open enrollment reaches capacity or if capacity is redefined.  The final decision for granting open enrollment is made by the principal of the requested school.

HEALTH/IMMUNIZATION/MEDICATION

· Health

It is extremely important for parents to advise the school health staff if a child has health problems or allergies.  The school must be notified when a child is diagnosed with a communicable disease such as measles, (whopping cough), mumps, chicken pox, etc.  A student with a serious health problem (examples include diabetes, seizures, etc.) must have an individual health plan, written by the school nurse, on file before attending school.

· Immunization

All students must show proof of immunization before attending school.  Failure to meet Colorado immunization law will result in suspension from school until there is compliance with the law.  The law states that a child may be exempted from immunization with a physician’s medical recommendation or a written statement signed by the parent or guardian stating opposition based on religious or personal beliefs.

· Medicaid

Our district participates in the School Medicaid Program, which allows APS to earn funds to expand health services for students.  If/when your child is Medicaid-eligible, APS can bill the Medicaid program for services delivered in school, (like therapy or nursing services, audiology, psychology or social worker services).  A parent’s signature on the Student Emergency Card gives the Medicaid program permission to earn these funds. School Medicaid reimbursement does not affect the family’s other Medicaid benefits in any way.

· Student Emergency Card

This form is very important to your child’s safety.  It must contain current names and phone numbers for parents and others who can respond in case of a student’s illness or injury. It also provides information about the child’s health. The card should be completed at registration and updated as necessary, whenever any information changes.  Parents are responsible to notify the school nurse regarding their student’s health conditions or medications.

· Medication

District personnel according to the procedure outlined in Policy JLCD and JLCD-R may administer prescription and non-prescription medications during the school day.

For all non-prescription medications, a student’s parent or guardian shall make a written request for school personnel to administer medications by providing a completed medication administration authorization form.  For all prescription medications, both parent/guardian and physician signature are required.  At the elementary level, all medication must be administered through the school health office.  Middle school students may carry one day’s worth of non-prescription medications for self-administration during the school day when developmentally appropriate.  High school and postsecondary students may carry one day’s worth of prescription or non-prescription medications for self-administration during the school day when developmentally appropriate.

Prescription medication supplied by the student’s parent or guardian must be in the original container from the pharmacy with a label that includes student name, drug name, dose specific to weight or age, time interval, route (e.g., by mouth, injection, etc) and specific indications.  Non-prescription medications must also be in the original labeled container and should also be labeled with the student's name.

HOMELESS CHILDREN AND YOUTH – MCKINNEY-VENTO ACT

If a student meets the federal definition for homeless, the parent(s) and the student(s) have the right to enroll in the student's designated attendance area and to fully participate in any school programs offered to students, for which they meet eligibility requirements.  Homeless parent(s) and student(s) do not need to provide school documents, proof of residence or immunization records when enrolling.  Schools may assist parents with information on clinics for immunization or with requesting school documents.  If a parent is denied enrollment they may appeal the decision for non-enrollment to the district homeless liaison.  Upon review of the situation, the district's homeless liaison will make a final decision on the enrollment of the student.

If a family or youth becomes homeless during the school year, parent(s) may request assistance with transportation for their child to continue attendance at the school of origin.  This request is only applicable if the family or youth needs to move to a location outside of the school's attendance area.  This assistance with transportation to the school of origin will be provided for the balance of the current school year. 

For more information on homeless and the rights of homeless parents and youth, please contact Jesús Escárcega, at the Office for Diversity Education - Aurora Public Schools, at 303-365-7819.  Mr. Escárcega is the Homeless Liaison for the Aurora Public Schools.

NOTICE OF NON-DISCRIMINATION

The Aurora Public Schools is committed to the policy that all persons will have equal access to its programs, facilities, and employment without regard to race, age, color, creed, national origin, disability or sex.  In adhering to this policy, the Aurora Public Schools abides by Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, the Americans with Disabilities Act, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and Titles VI and VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. 

Questions, complaints, or requests for additional information regarding these laws or issues concerning discrimination (including information about how to file a grievance if you believe you are the victim of discrimination) should be directed to the compliance coordinator for these issues, Kathleen Hostetler, Legal Counsel, 1085 Peoria Street, Aurora CO 80011  (303) 344-8060 x 28009.  This notice is available in alternative formats from Brian Donovan.

The designated individuals at the Colorado Department of Education are: Dr. Samuel Batey and Dr. Sue Schafer, 303-866-6641.

PROTECTION OF PUPIL RIGHTS ACT (PPRA) NOTICE

Under the federal PPRA, parents have a right to prior notice of (1) any activities involving the collection or disclosure of personal student information for marketing purposes; (2) the administration of any survey designed to gather private student information (including information about political affiliation, family income, mental problems, illegal behavior, sexual behavior and attitudes and religious beliefs): and (3) any non-emergency, invasive physical exam or screening that is required as a condition of attendance, administered by the school and scheduled in advance, and not necessary to protect the immediate health and safety of the student or other students.  For a full description of rights under PPRA, please visit the district’s Web site at http://www.aps.k12.co.us (go to "Families" then click on "Legal Rights").

HARASSMENT - RACIAL/SEXUAL

The board of education believes that all students are entitled to pursue their education in  school-related environments that are free of racial and sexual harassment.  To this end, the board prohibits the harassment of students through conduct or communications.  

It is the policy of the board that complaints are investigated and offending individuals be dealt with in accordance with State law and district policies.  Individuals who wish to file a formal complaint of racial and/or sexual harassment may do so by informing the building principal or by filing a grievance with the Office of Legal Counsel, Aurora Public Schools, 1085 Peoria Street, Aurora, CO 80011 303-344-8060 ext 28009.  Please see the Web site at www.aps.k12.co.us; look for Policy Code JBB.

SENATE BILL 03-072/SEX OFFENDER LIST
A state law (Senate Bill 03-072) passed in 2003, requires all schools to notify parents that they have the right to access law enforcement agency information concerning registered sex offenders.  Concerned parents may request this list at the local law enforcement office that governs your address or the address of the school your children attend.  This could be either the Aurora Police Department or the sheriff's office in either Adams or Arapahoe counties, depending on your address.  You must go to their office in person and show proof of residency.  

City of Aurora Police Department


303-739-6050

Adams County Sheriff's Department

720-322-1351

Arapahoe County Sheriff's Department

720-874-3875

MULTI CULTURAL EDUCATION

It is important that students understand that in a diverse society, the knowledge of one’s own culture and of the cultural groups in the school, community, state, and nation can assist in awareness, respect and understanding of others.  Multicultural education challenges and rejects racism and other forms of discrimination, while accepting and affirming the pluralism (ethnic, racial, linguistic, religious, economic, and gender, among others) that students, their communities, and teachers represent.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ACQUISITION (ELA)

ELA is an instructional program designed to help students learn English as a second language by developing their listening, speaking, reading and writing skills in English.  These students have schedules that may include three different levels of ELA classes as well as ELA Social Science depending on their assessed level of English proficiency.  As they become more proficient, sheltered classes are provided in reading and writing, social sciences, sciences and algebra.  Instructors are ELA trained teachers and classroom teachers trained in sheltering techniques.  This model was developed to provide grade level content at the same time students are becoming proficient in English.

SPECIAL NEEDS

Please contact your school or the Aurora Public Schools, Division of the Superintendent, 303-344-8060 ext. 28004 and TDD 303-340-1584 if, because of a disability, you require special assistance to participate in a school activity.   Persons with such needs are requested to make contact at least two weeks prior to the event if possible to allow staff to coordinate arrangements.  

These publications, and most other publications from your school, are available in alternative formats (e.g., large print, on audio tape, and in Braille) upon request.  Please contact the principal of your school for more information.

STUDENT ACCIDENT INSURANCE

For those families who do not have health insurance, Aurora Public Schools offers a low cost Student Accident Insurance Plan.  Information on this plan is available at all school sites.  

TECHNOLOGY

The technology revolution of the past few decades has changed the way individuals and organizations can access information and communicate with people and organizations.  These outside sources of information and communication will be used to support district curriculum and/or enrich classroom assignments.  The staff will take reasonable precautions and use reasonable procedures to assure that the information, communication, and materials to which a student is exposed are appropriate.  If a student deliberately seeks exposure to inappropriate information and material, and uses electronic technologies inappropriately or illegally, he or she will be subject to school and/or legal disciplinary actions. 

For additional information related to electronic information and communications please contact the student’s principal.

ANNUAL NOTICE TO PARENTS - DISABILITY DISCRIMINATION

In compliance with a federal law known as Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Disability Discrimination, the Aurora Public School District will provide to each protected student with a disability, without discrimination or cost to the student or family, those related supplementary support services or accommodations which are needed to provide equal opportunity to participate in and obtain the benefits of the school program and extracurricular activities to the maximum extent appropriate to the person's abilities. In order to qualify as a protected student with a disability, the child must meet the following definition:  he or she must be of school age with a physical or mental disability which substantially limits one or more life activities, (such as learning) or prohibits participation in or access to an aspect of the school program. In addition, one who in the past has had such a disability or is perceived by others as having such a disability may also be protected by law from discrimination on the basis of disability.

Even students who are not eligible to receive services under the traditional special education programs, which are provided pursuant to the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, may be eligible to receive supplementary supports, services, and accommodations, if they fall within the definition of disability stated above.

For further information about the evaluation procedures and provisions of services to students with disabilities, contact the district's coordinator of Section 504 Compliance, School Services at phone number 303-344-8060 Ext. 28024, or write to the 504 Compliance Coordinator, School Services, Aurora Public Schools, 1085 Peoria Street, Aurora, Colorado 80011.

For specific information relating to special education services for students with disabilities under the Individuals With Disabilities Education Act contact the Department of Exceptional Student Services at 15700 E. First Avenue, Aurora, CO 80011, 303-340-0510.

NO CHILD LEFT BEHIND:  PARENT'S "RIGHT TO KNOW"

The federal law called the No Child Left Behind Act requires that all public schools inform parents whose children participate in Title I programs of the professional qualifications of their teachers.  Aurora Public Schools will provide this information to you upon request.

Should you wish to acquire information regarding the license and degrees held by Title I classroom teachers, you must complete a Title I Teacher Qualification Request form.  This form may be obtained in the Division of Human Resources located at the above address or by calling 303-344-8060.  The Division of Human Resources will process all written requests.  Within 30 days of receiving a request, you will be provided written information by mail.  Human Resources staff will not provide information over the telephone.

Thank you for your support and interest in the Aurora Public Schools.

SAFETY FIRST - APS ASBESTOS MANAGEMENT PLAN DESIGNED FOR SCHOOL SAFETY

The safety of students and employees in all Aurora Public Schools facilities is the number one priority for the Environmental Compliance Branch.

As required by the Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response Act, Aurora Public Schools has conducted an extensive asbestos survey of all the District buildings.  Based on the findings of these inspections, a comprehensive management plan has been developed for each school.  Each plan identifies locations and types of asbestos-containing materials in the building and details the district’s ongoing effort to maintain or remove those materials.  The plans are continually updated with documentation of asbestos related work performed at each site.

The plan is available for review at each building, as well as at the Environmental Compliance Branch at 1369 Airport Boulevard.  Questions are welcomed and should be directed to the Environmental Compliance Branch at 303-367-3000 ext. 28685.

AURORA PUBLIC SCHOOLS TRANSPORTATION

           303-326-1986, Ext. 28801

           MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS

School bus transportation is provided for middle school students living more than two (2) miles from school.  State law does not require the district to provide transportation.  The right of the student to ride the school bus is contingent upon observance of the safety rules and acceptable behavior.  Students who choose not to follow bus rules (and are informed of a Student Management Report) could lose bus riding privileges. 
If your child is lost or does not arrive home, please contact the transportation dispatch office at 303-326-1986, extension 28811.  

STUDENT RECORDS -- RIGHTS AND PRIVACY (Summary of Policy JRA/JRC)

A.
Introduction:
The confidentiality of student records and privacy rights of students and parents shall be maintained in compliance with the Colorado Public Records Act and the Family Education Rights and Privacy Act (Buckley Amendment).

The Aurora Public Schools maintain a variety of "Educational Records" that are directly related to the student.  The parent or eligible student may review the following types of records:

1. Scholastic Achievement

2. Medical

3. Psychological Reports

4. Sociological Reports






5. Standardized Test Data

B.
Parents and eligible students also have the right to review education records and to request that they be amended.  For a full description of your rights under FERPA, please visit the district’s Web site at www.aps.k12.co.us  (look for Policy JRA/JRC). 

C.
Directory Information:

Specific information known as “Directory Information” can be released without written authorization of the parent or eligible student unless the parent says otherwise.  If you do not want Aurora Public Schools to disclose directory information from your child’s education records without prior consent, you must notify the district in writing by October 1 of each year. Aurora Public Schools has designated the following information as directory information:

1. Student’s name

2. Participation in officially recognized activities and sports

3. Weight and height of members of athletic teams 

4. Electronic mail address

5. Photograph

6. Awards received

7. Date and place of birth

8. Major field of study

9. Dates of attendance

10. Grade level

11. The most recent educational agency or institution attended

NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT RIGHTS

By law, the district is required to allow non-custodial parents (those who do not have legal custody of their children) access to all records concerning their children unless there is a court order denying them access to such records (or, in rare cases, where the district believes the children could be in danger.)  This means that if you are divorced, separated or for some other reason not living with your spouse, and the non-custodial parents asks the school for any records concerning your child, the school is required to provide the records to him/her, unless there is a court order which says they are not entitled to such records.  Please note that school records include names and addresses of students.  It is the responsibility of the parent who has custody of a student to provide the district with a copy of the most recent court order related to the custodial rights, including the right of the non-custodial parent to have access to records involving a student.  The court order must be provided as close as possible to the time of registration of the student or to the time the court issues the order.  If there is no court order on file with the school, the school will assume that none exists.
	July 2011

	Sunday 
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	
	
	
	
	
	1
	2

	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9

	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16

	17
	18
	19
· 9th Grade Orientation

· 9th and 10th Registration

· LifeTouch High School


	20
· 9th Grade Orientation

· 8th  Registration

· LifeTouch 8th Grade

· 9th Panoramic Picture

	21

· 9th Grade Orientation

· 7th  Registration

· LifeTouch 7th Grade

	22

· 9th Grade Orientation

· 6th   Registration

· LifeTouch 6th Grade

	23

	24
	25

	26
	27
	28

	29 

	30

	31
	
	
	
	
	
	


	August 2011

	Sunday 
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	
	1

	2 

 
	3

	4
· 6th Grade Open House 6:30 to 7:30
	5

	6
APS Back To School Event at Aurora Central from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

	7
	8
· First Day of School   6th Grade Only

	9
· First Day of School    7th ,8th,9th and 10th Grade
	10
· Every Weds. school starts at 8:50; breakfast is served at 8:15. Students should not arrive before 8:15.


	11

	12
	13

	14
	15

	16
	17
· Late Start Weds.

	18 

· Open House 
Grades 7,8,9&10

@ 6:30 to 7:30 

	19

· All Grades Skate City Party 
	20

	21
	22

	23
	24
· Late Start Weds.

	25
	26

	27

	28
	29
	30
	31
· Late Start Weds.

	
	
	


	September 2011

	Sunday 
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	
	
	
	
	1
	2
· PBiS Assembly

· Progress Reports & Newsletter carried home

· High School Skate City Party
	3

	4
	5
No School

Labor Day


	6
	7 

· Every Weds. school starts at 8:50; breakfast is served at 8:15. Students should not arrive before 8:15.


	8


	9
	10

	11
	12
	13

· Individual Pictures Retaken
	14 

· Late Start Weds.

	15
	16
	17

	18
	19

	20
	21 

· Late Start Weds.

	22
	23
	24

	25
	26
	27
	28 

· Late Start Weds.

	29

· Fall Theater Performance 6:30 – 8:00 p.m.
	30
	


	October 2011

	Sunday 
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	
	
	
	
	
	
	1

	2
	3
	4
	5 

· Late Start Weds.
· HS Symphonic Orchestra Concert @ 7:00 p.m.

	6
	7
· End of 1st Term
	8

	9
	10
No School /

Teacher Workday
	11
	12 

· Late Start Weds.

	13
	14

· Report Cards Carried Home
· Middle School Skate City Party
	15

	16
	17

	18
	19 

· Late Start Weds.

	20
	21
	22

	23
	24

	25
	26
	27
	28
	29

	30
	31
	
	
	
	
	


	November 2011

	Sunday 
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	
	
	1
	2 

· Late Start Weds.

	3
	4
	5

	6
	7
	8
	9 

· Late Start Weds.
· Beginning Orchestra Concert @ 7:00 p.m.

	10 

· Beginning Band Concert @ 7:00 p.m.

	11 
· PBiS Assembly

· Progress Report & Newsletter carried home
· High School Skate City Party 
	12

	13
	14
	15
	16 

· Late Start Weds.

	17



	18
	19

	20
	21

	22
	23

	24
	25
	26

	27
	28
	29
	30 

· Late Start Weds.
· HS Guitar Concert 
@ 7:00 p.m.

	
	
	


	December 2011

	Sunday 
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	
	
	
	
	1
	2
	3

	4
	5
	6
	7 

· Late Start Weds.
· HS Symphonic Orchestra Concert @ 7:00 p.m.

	8
· Holiday Theater Performance 
6:30 – 8:00 p.m.
	9
	10

	11
	12
	13
	14 

· Late Start Weds.

	15
	16
	17

	18
	19

	20
· End of 2nd Term
	21
No School 

Teacher Workday
	22
	23
	24

	25
	26
	27
	28
	29
	30
	31


	January 2012

	Sunday 
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6 

· Report Cards Carried Home
· Middle School Skate City Party 
	7

	8
	9
	10
	11 

· Every Weds. school starts at 8:50; breakfast is served at 8:15. Students should not arrive before 8:15.


	12
	13
	14

	15
	16
No School

MLK Jr. Day
	17
	18 

· Late Start Weds.

	19
	20
	21

	22
	23

	24
	25 

· Late Start Weds.

	26
	27 
· PBiS Assembly

· Progress Report & Newsletter carried home
· High School Skate City Party 
	28

	29
	30
	31
	
	
	
	


	February 2012

	Sunday 
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	
	
	
	1 

· Every Weds. school starts at 8:50; breakfast is served at 8:15. Students should not arrive before 8:15.


	2

	3

	4

	5
	6
	7
	8 

· Late Start Weds.

	9

	10
	11

	12
	13 

	14
	15 

· Late Start Weds.

	16
	17
	18

	19
	20
No School

President’s Day
	21
	22 

· Late Start Weds.

	23
· Spring Theater Performance 
6:30 – 8:00 p.m.
	24
	25

	26
	27
	28
	29 

· Late Start Weds.
· HS Symphonic Orchestra Concert @ 7:00 p.m.

	
	
	


	March 2012

	Sunday 
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	
	
	
	
	1
	2
	3

	4
	5
	6
	7 

· Late Start Weds.

	8
	9
· End of 3rd Term
	10

	11
	12
No School

Teacher Workday
	13
	14 

· Late Start Weds.

	15
	16 

· Report Cards Carried Home
· Middle School Skate City Party 
	17

	18
	19
· Staff Meeting          3:20 to 4:50

	20
	21 

· Late Start Weds.

	22
	23
	24

	25
	26

	27
	28
	29
	30
	31


	April 2012

	Sunday 
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	1
	2
	3
	4 

· Late Start Weds.

	5
	6
	7

	8
	9
	10
	11 

· Late Start Weds.

	12
	13 
· PBiS Assembly

· Progress Report & Newsletter carried home

· High School Skate City Party 
	14

	15
	16 

· Staff Meeting          3:20 to 4:50

	17
	18 

· Late Start Weds.

	19

	20
	21

	22
	23

	24
	25 

· Late Start Weds.

	26
	27
	28

	29
	30
	
	
	
	
	


	May 2012

	Sunday 
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	
	
	1

· APS Choral Music Festival 

8:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
	2 

· Late Start Weds.

	3
	4
	5

	6
	7
	8
	9 

· Late Start Weds.

	10 

· HS Guitar Concert 
@ 7:00 p.m.

	11
	12

	13
	14 

· Staff Meeting          3:20 to 4:50

	15 

· Beginning Band Concert @ 7:00 p.m.

	16 

· Late Start Weds. 
· Beginning Orchestra Concert @ 7:00 p.m.

	17
	18 

· Middle School Skate City Party 
	19

	20
	21
No School 

Teacher Inservice Day
	22
	23
Last Day of School Year

End of 4th Term
	24
Teacher Workday
	25
5th Block Teacher Workday
	26

	27
	28
5th Block Begins
	29
	30
	31
	
	



Guiding Beliefs……..


We believe all students can achieve at high levels when provided with differentiated support.


We believe in supporting high expectations through a rigorous curriculum. 


We believe in quality instruction delivered by highly effective and dedicated staff. 


We believe in strong relationships between students and staff. 


We believe in an environment that is safe and supportive where learners are valued as individuals. 


We believe Aurora West is a community of learners that includes staff, students and parents. 


We believe in a partnership among staff, students, parents and the community. 


We believe community volunteering is valuable. 








Vision


Every student will graduate and be accepted to a four-year institution of higher learning.





Mission  


Ensure all students are empowered with the knowledge, skills and character to be successful in our diverse global society. 








Aurora West                                   College Preparatory Academy
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Parent/Teacher Conferences 


4:00 to 7:30 p.m.





Fall Break





Parent/Teacher Conferences 


4:00 to 7:30 p.m.





No School / Thanksgiving Vacation





No School / Winter Break





No School / Winter Break





No School / Winter Break





No School 





Parent/Teacher Conferences 


4:00 to 7:30 p.m.





No School / Spring Break





Parent/Teacher Conferences 


4:00 to 7:30 p.m.
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