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March 4, 2019
Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s),

This will be the last regular newsletter until we return from Spring Break.  We wish you all a safe, happy, and enjoyable break!

VAPING: WHAT YOU DON’T KNOW AND WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW – 

You may have noticed the increased number of Vape shops opening up around town.  Perhaps you have seen the JUUL e-cigarette advertised at your local convenience store.  Vaping has become a recent trend, especially with our youth.  In 2017, there were an estimated 2.1 million middle and high school students who were vaping.  In 2018, that number has grown to 3.6 million, an increase of 1.5 million in one year.  Just like regular cigarettes, e-cigarettes or vapes are prohibited at school.  However, it is more important that you understand the concerns about underage vaping.  Vaping is the act of inhaling and exhaling the vapor produced by the heated nicotine liquid (often called “juice”) of an electronic cigarette (e-cigarette or e-cig), vape pen, or personal vaporizer.  It is often seen as a “safe alternative”, because it is vapor and not smoke.  However, according to the Child Mind Institute there are several risks as follows:

· E-cigarettes contain high levels of nicotine. According to the company’s website, the nicotine content of one JUUL pod is equivalent to one pack of cigarettes.

· Because of these high nicotine levels, vaping is extremely addictive, and teens are already more susceptible to addiction than adults because their brains are still developing, which makes them more likely to habituate.

· Addiction can impact the ability to focus. Dr. Sarper Taskiran, MD, a child and adolescent psychiatrist at the Child Mind Institute has observed this with the adolescents he works with, who report that vaping initially increases their alertness and attention, but then experience a decrease in attention span. One student, for example, was able to sit through practice ACT exams but after JUULing for six months “can’t sit still because she starts craving, can’t think of questions, and just starts fidgeting.”

· E-cigarettes and similar devices contain carcinogenic compounds, and a recent study found significantly increased levels of carcinogens in the urine of teens who vape.

· A recent study found that vaping does, in fact, cause lung irritation akin to that seen in smokers and people with lung disease and causes damage to vital immune system cells.

· Dr. Taskiran notes that vaping increases heart rate and blood pressure, so can increase circulatory problems. One teen he works with started vaping and found that his swim times dropped because he can no longer sustain the heart rate required for swimming.
In addition to all of the above, THC Vape liquid has been showing up locally.  THC is the active substance, which causes the high when smoking marijuana.  However, the average marijuana cigarette contains a concentration of 8 or 8% THC.  THC Vape juice can have a concentration of as much as 80 to 85% or more THC.  This concentration can be very dangerous and produce an intense reaction.  Marijuana is illegal, and can result in alternative school placement for possession or being under the influence.  THC Juice with an 80% can be a felony charge for possession, because of the concentration.  
I want you informed, because vaping is on the rise, and the implications and consequences for your kids can be dire.  Take some time to talk to your kids and be aware of what they are doing.  As we approach Spring Break, it is a great time to touch base with your child.  They need to know that vaping may seem like it is “no big deal”, but it is very serious and it is prohibited at school and on campus.  If you have younger children, do not think that they are immune.  Remember that the numbers I gave you at the beginning of this article included middle school students.  You will be hearing more about this topic, as it is very important to the welfare of our kids.  I wish you all a safe and happy Spring Break.  Go Brahmas!
Go Brahmas!
Here is all the news for the week:

ANNOUNCEMENTS-
PUBLIC SCHOOLS WEEK – This week is Texas Public Schools Week.  We celebrate the value and even more so, the importance of public education.  Education is the great equalizer.  As Horace Mann once said. “A human being is not attaining his full heights until he is educated.”  Public education provides access for all.  The schools in NEISD provide a great educational opportunity for the children of San Antonio.  I cherish the education I have been provided and the doors it opened for me.  Sir Isaac Newton once said, “If I have seen further than others, it is by standing on the shoulders of giants.”  I would add that if I have gone far and achieved much, it is because my teachers lifted me up.  Celebrate your child’s school this week.  Go NEISD!  Go Brahmas!
STATE REPORT CARD - Each year the Texas Education Agency releases a State Report Card.  This is very similar to the Federal Report Card I sent previously.  The State Report Card looks at Districts and schools in the State of Texas.  I have attached a letter in English and Spanish that will give you directions on how to access this information.  Once again, you will see that NEISD, and MacArthur are doing very well.  As always, it is what we do together that has the greatest impact.  Go Brahmas!
MAC CHEER AND DANCE – Cheer and Dance Tryouts are right around the corner.  Current 8th through 11th graders can try out for Cheerleader and JV Lassie Dance Team.  Current 9th through 11th graders can try out for the Brahmadoras Varsity Dance.  There will be a mandatory candidate and parent meeting in the MAC cafeteria on Monday March 4th at 6:30 pm.  For complete information, please see the attached flyer.  Go Brahma Spirit!

PEP SQUAD - Students interested in joining pep squad for the 2019-2020 school year should attend the informative meeting on March 4th at 6:30 pm in the MAC cafeteria.
MABC GOLF TOURNAMENT - Attached is the registration and donor forms for the MacArthur High School Athletic Booster Student/Athlete Scholarship Golf Tournament.  The tournament will be held on April 28th at the Quarry Golf course.  Please consider registering for the tournament, or donating to this great cause.  Go Brahma Boosters!  
MAC NHS – National Honor Society Service Hour Due Dates – Spring 2019

Please be advised that Community Service hours are to be reported via https://www.getnvolved.org/ within a week of the event in order to avoid technical difficulties in meeting the due dates.  Due dates are as follows:  Class of 2019 (seniors), April 10th and Class of 2020 (juniors), May 10th.  Events for “in” hours are posted in signup.com and announced via our Remind accounts.  Please remember that once a member signs up for an event, attendance is expected.  This will also help prevent non-completion of required hours.  Please remind you student of this important expectation if they are a member of the National Honor Society.  Go Brahma NHS!

SCHOOL BUS RIDERS - Please be aware, there is a “School Bus Transportation Guideline” that all NEISD schools must follow.  For this reason, and the safety of all our students, we cannot allow students to randomly ride a different school bus to a friend or relative’s house.  If there is an emergency, we must have a written note signed by parent or guardian, explaining the reason for the request.  Written requests must be turned in to the Main Office as soon as possible, as we must still call to confirm that it is a valid request.  Processing can take some time, so it cannot be done at the bus circle during afternoon departure.  When emergencies do come up, we will try our best to assist.  Thank you for your understanding and cooperation.
CLEAR BACKPACKS - All students are still required to carry clear backpacks.  In spite of rumors to the contrary, this has not changed.  Students are still required to carry only CLEAR BACKPACKS.  Non-clear backpacks are subject to being confiscated.  It is very important that you remind your child of this requirement.

MAC SENIORS -  
Please contact the Senior Class Sponsors, April Moyer (amoyer@neisd.net) or Spencer Cox (scox5@neisd.net) if you have questions about Senior Events.
MAC YEARBOOK - The yearbook is a great way for your teen to remember this year’s events at Mac. As a parent, you know the importance of remembering your teen years and all of the people and events that made that time special.  Buy online with a credit card, debit card or PayPal at yearbookforever.com.  Also, parents of the class of 2019- we know how proud you are of your teen's accomplishments. Tell them how great they are by purchasing a senior ad in the yearbook. Ads are available in a variety of sizes and prices. Start creating yours at 
yearbookforever.com. Go Brahma Yearbook!
ACTIVITIES -

MAC GIRLS’ SOCCER – On Monday night our Lady Brahmas were at BAC taking on South San.  Our Brahmas scored early in the first half, but the Lady bobcats put one in the nest to tie by the end of the half.  Our Lady Brahmas were not done and found the net two more times to take the 3 to 2 win over South San.  On Friday our Lady Brahmas were at BAC once again, taking on Johnson.  Our Lady Brahmas put up a good fight and put one in the net in the first half.  Unfortunately, it would not be enough, as the Brahmas took the loss to Johnson.

This week, on Tuesday, our Lady Brahmas will be at Comalander at 5 pm to take on Churchill.  Then on Friday, they will return to BAC East at 7 pm to face off with Madison.  Come on out and help us support our Lady Brahmas.  Go Lady Brahma Soccer!  
MAC BOYS’ SOCCER – This past Monday our Brahmas were back on the pitch at BAC taking on the South San Bobcats.  South San managed two goals in the first half, but it would not be enough, as our Brahmas took the win.  Samuel Villegas had 3 Goals and 2 assists; William Vidal had 1 Goal and 2 assists; Bode Bleamaster had 1 Goal and 1 assist; Mauricio Campos had 1 Goal; and Josh Richards had 1 assist.  Jose Villanueva played the full 80 minutes at goal and had 6 saves, as the Brahmas took a 6 to 2 win over South San.  On Friday, the Brahmas were back at BAC, going up against Johnson.  Both teams fought hard and played great defense.  Johnson got one in the net in the first half.  The Brahmas came close but could not tie the game in spite of several great attempts.  Once again, Jose Villanueva played the full 80 minutes in the goal box and had 6 saves, as the Brahmas took a 0 to 1 loss.  

This week the Brahmas will be at Comalander on Tuesday at 7 pm to take on Churchill.  On Friday at 5 pm, they will be at BAC East to go up against Madison.  Come on out and cheer on our Brahmas as they continue their district run.  Go Brahma Soccer!  
MAC SOFTBALL – This past Tuesday, our Lady Brahmas opened district play against the Lady Rough Riders of Roosevelt.  Our Brahmas came out scoring early and continued to rack up runs.  All of our Lady Brahmas were on target, and Madison Collins got the win for the Brahmas allowing zero hits and zero runs over five innings, striking out 11 and walking zero, as the brahmas took a 16 to 0 win in 5 innings over Roosevelt!
On Thursday, our Lady Brahmas began play in the Leander Tournament.  In their first game, they went up against Hutto.  The Brahmas scored 5 runs in the first inning.  Hutto scored three runs in the second inning, but our Lady Brahmas still managed to pull out the victory, as the Brahmas took the 5 to 3 win over Hutto.  On Friday, our Brahmas started the day against Steele’s Lady Knights.  Our Lady Brahmas secured the victory thanks to five runs in the first inning. The offensive firepower by our Brahmas was led by Taylor Medina, Miranda Garza, and Elizabeth Montes, all driving in runs in the frame.  The Brahmas continued to hold off the Lady Knights as they took a 9 to 0 win.  Next up our Lady Brahmas took on Liberty Hill.  The game was tied at one, with our Brahmas batting in the top of the third when Sarah Montes singled on a 3-2 count, scoring two runs.  Our Lady Brahmas held on to their lead to take the 3 to 1 win over Liberty Hill.  On Saturday, our Lady Brahmas had an early start against Georgetown East View.  Our Brahmas tallied 11 hits. Taylor Medina, Katelyn Esparza, and Heaven Compton each collected two hits to lead our Brahmas, as they took a 12 to 1 win over Georgetown.  Saturday afternoon our Lady Brahmas played in the championship game against Leander.  They played a close, tough game.  Both teams were strong in the pitcher's circle.  Madison Collins had a homer in the fourth inning and recorded the only run for the Brahmas.  Madison Collins, Sarah Montes, and Taylor Medina each collected one hit to lead Brahmas, but it would not be enough, as our Lady Brahmas took a 3 to 1 loss to Leander and finished second in the tournament.  

Our Lady Brahmas tournament season is over and they are getting ready to go full force into district.  They are currently sitting at 17 – 3 overall and 1 – 0 in district.  They have a big week as they face the newest member of our district South San, on Tuesday and then Johnson on Friday. Both games are at 7:00 pm and at the NEISD Softball Complex.  Come on out and cheer on our Lady Brahmas as they make their district run!  Go Brahma Softball! 
MAC BASEBALL – This past Tuesday our Brahmas were at North East Sports Park going up against Boerne Champion.  The Brahmas held Boerne and had some great offensive and defensive play.  However, it would not be enough, as our Brahmas took a loss to Boerne.  On Thursday, our Brahmas opened play in the Guadalupe River Classic.  The Brahmas had a double header with the first game against Boerne High School.  The Brahmas had a 3 to 2 lead going into the final inning.  However, they could not hold off a Boerne surge, and took the loss in their first game.  Shortly after that, the Brahmas were back on the diamond facing Laredo Alexander.  Our Brahmas scored early and held off Laredo for 3 innings.  That’s when Laredo got fired up and pushed past the Brahmas for the win.  On Friday, the Brahmas were up against Hays.  The Brahmas put up a couple of runs against Hays, but they came back to take a 5 to 2 lead.  Hays managed to hold on to the lead and the win.  In their final game, our Brahmas were back at North East Sports Park facing Fredericksburg.  The Brahmas scored in the first and fourth inning, and held off Fredericksburg to take the 2 to 0 win.  
This week our Brahmas will competing in the San Antonio Classic starting on Thursday.  During Spring Break, they will continue their district run.  Come on out and cheer for the Brahmas.  Go Brahma Baseball!
MAC TRACK -  
MacArthur Boys Track Results - Southside Relays

The MacArthur Boys Track Team competed at the Southside Relays on Wednesday and Thursday this past week.  Here are their results:

Freshman

200

Jonah Dunlap

5th
400

Brandon Smith
2nd
Long Jump
Brandon Smith
6th
High Jump
Brandon Smith
1st
Triple Jump
Jonah Dunlap

6th

JV

100

Deshawn Williams
1st


James Odunsi

2nd
200

James Odunsi

1st

110 HH
Vincent Howard
6th
300 IH

Vincent Howard
5th
4x1 Relay
Evan Martin

1st


James Odunsi



Isiah Saint-Cyr




Deshawn Williams

4x2 Relay
Jaxon Deason

2nd


Andres Bueno



Isiah Saint-Cyr



James Odunsi

Shot Put
Andrew Lopez

4th
High Jump
Vincent Howard
3rd


Jaxon Deason

4th
Pole Vault
Julian Herrera

3rd
Varsity

300 IH

Hunter Green

4th
4x1 Relay
Franceau Smith
6th


Dylan Garibaldi



Davanelle Smith



Charles Collins

High Jump
Deandre Merritt
3rd

The Varsity meet has been moved to Wednesday, March 6th at Harlandale.  The JV/Freshman will compete at Northside – Gustafson Stadium Thursday, March 7th.

Go Brahma Track & Field!
MAC SPECIAL OLYMPICS - On Thursday, April 4, 2019 we will celebrate the 2nd Annual MAC Madness Basketball Game in the MAC Main Gym. The excitement begins at 5:00 PM with Coach Ben Cook and Coach Peter Martinez leading the MAC faculty team against your MAC Olympians in a winner take all basketball game!!  MAC Madness will also spotlight some of MacArthur’s finest talent in this evening spectacular! Pep Band, Choir, ROTC Drill, Color Guard, Cheer, Dance, ASL, a PALS Halftime show and more!!!  Who will win this year’s game?  Will the Olympians continue their dominant run, or will the faculty take them down? Will Coach Cook get thrown out of the game again?  Who knows?  Come find out!!!.  Go Brahma Special Olympics!
MAC ART – The weekend of February 22nd, MacArthur Art students participated in the annual Visual Arts Scholastic Event (VASE) at Stevens High School.  Over 120 of our students attended the event competing with 185 artworks created in Ms. Huber’s, Mrs. Pitman’s, Mr. Schwartz’ and Ms. Barajas’ classes. We had an all-time high of 15 State Qualifiers coming in 2nd in the district behind NESA’s count of 16 qualifiers.  It is a huge accomplishment to advance to state. Only 160 artworks from a starting count of nearly 2000 from all across Bexar County qualified to advance.  We are extremely proud of all our students and their amazing artistic accomplishments this weekend.  Our Brahma artists are:
Vaneza Plumas- The Vision

Skylla Germain- Mister Me
Alexis Rodriguez- Stoic Stag

Fallon Cardenas- Life In Ashes
Alissa Rolirad- Tribal Chief

Ashlie Villarreal- Rowan’s Revival

Reynah Johnson- Evan

Edie Dowling- Buddy

Eide Dowling- Colorful Faces
Isabel Holland- Midday On Red Mountain
Isabel Holland- May I Pet Your Dog
Jonah Johnson- Benny

My Le- Je M’aime


Alissa Murphy- Tika
Aislinn Pais- Daisy



Congratulate all our participating Brahma artists and especially those listed above, for their advancement to State.   MacARThur without ART is just Machur!  Go Brahma Art!
MAC BOWLING CLUB - The MacArthur Bowling club varsity boys’ team took first place in Regional team competition.  After one round of play, they were in first place and remained there.   Congratulations to Noah Brown, Nathan Robertson, Robert York, Brandon Campos, Anthony Garcia, Matthew Hsu, Nelson York, and Tanner Haag. The next stop for these fine young men is State competition, which will be held in Grand Prairie on March 31.  

On the girl’s team, Marisa Garcia was in singles competition.  She barely missed going to state, finishing 7th overall.  A nice round of applause to Marisa for a great bowling season.  

A big thanks to our volunteer coaches: Rod Gonzalez, Joe Carter, and Teryn Deppe for giving of their time to teach the bowlers of MacArthur.  Extra Special thanks to our sponsor Mrs. Janet Robey.  Go Brahma Bowling Club! 

MAC CULINARY - Three of our MAC culinary students competed at the Art Institutes Future Chefs Challenge.  They went against 13 other teams from San Antonio and Del Rio.  The students placed 3rd overall against students that have done competitions before. Congratulations to:

Autumn Salcedo - Senior

Jesus Carrasco - Senior

Kristiana Gallegos - Sophomore

We are so proud for what they have done.  They were focused and calm throughout the whole competition and represented MacArthur well by being courteous and polite to the other competitors and chefs at the Art Institute.  They had a great time, and they are ready for the next competition in March.  Special congratulations to our Chef John Tamez.  Go Brahma Culinary!

MAC JAPANESE – Our MAC Japanese students competed in the 2019 Nengajo contest.  This annual contest offers each student an opportunity to creatively design a Japanese New Year’s greeting card.  Congratulations to Jada Rosby who won 1st Place Humorous Award, High School Division.  Way to go Jada!

In addition, seven students from MacArthur participated in the Calligraphy contest at UTSA this past Saturday. Every one of them did a great job writing Chinese characters-meaning “culture”. Special congratulations to Katie Lewis who showed her artistic skills in Japanese calligraphy and took 2nd place in Division II.  Way to go Katie!  Extra Special thanks to Mrs. Tokiko Powell for inspiring our Japanese students.  Go Brahma Japanese! 

DEPARTMENTS-

FROM OUR MAC LIBRARY – 
Extended Library Hours: As the end of the nine weeks approaches, the library will stay open until 5:00 pm Tuesday, March 5th-Thursday, March 7th    
Library Newsletter: Thanks for visiting the library in February! See what happened this past month and what’s to come in our monthly library newsletter
VR/AR Makerspace: The library will host a Virtual Reality and Augmented Reality makerspace before school on Friday March 8th. Students can use VR Goggles to try different VR experiences. We will also have Merge Cubes available so students can see how augmented reality works.

Women’s History Month: Women's History Month is recognized each March in the United States. Its purpose is to celebrate the achievements of women throughout the history of our country. NEISD Library Services has created a Women’s History Month Resource Guide to learn more.
Pixel Art Contest Voting: It’s time to vote for your six favorite Pixel Art Design Submissions! Voting will be available Monday March 4th- Friday March 8th on the Library News section of the library homepage. The top six designs will be recreated in the library computer lab windows with post-it notes! The top six designs will be announced on Monday March 18th. 

March Madness YA Literature Tournament: The Sweet 16 matchups are set and the tournament is ready to begin! The first match-up takes place on March 4th and daily voting will continue on the library webpage until the YA Fiction Champion is crowned! Each day there will be a new match-up for students to vote for on the Library News section of the library homepage. Every time a student votes, they will be put into our Fan Zone Prize Drawing at the end of the tournament. We are adding a new technology component to our tournament this year! Students can come to the library to see our March Madness YA Literature Tournament Bracket Bulletin Board. Each of the 16 chosen books will have a QR code that can be scanned. By scanning the QR code, students can use the FlipGrid app to submit their short video response explaining why they love that book and why it should win the tournament. At the end of the tournament, we will have a prize drawing from all of the FlipGrid Fan submissions!

Sora App: Sora from OverDrive provides the quickest and easiest way to get started with digital titles from our school. Students can simply log in using school credentials and instantly access hundreds of eBooks and audiobooks on virtually any device. This new platform gives you access to the same OverDrive collection that you love, plus great features to track your reading progress and earn digital achievement badges. The library is offering a prize incentive program for students to earn digital achievements in Sora. For more information, see our Sora flyer and open a world of reading!
EBSCO Learning Express and PrepSTEP: This resource prepares students for success whether they are college, career, or military-bound. Students can access Learning Express via Launchpad in the Library Resources folder. Each individual that uses the Learning Express resources will need to register for a free account.  This allows you to take practice tests, tutorials, courses, and download eBooks. The account also allows you to save and see your results. View our Learning Express and PrepSTEP flyer for more information
Parent OverDrive Accounts: Students already have their own OverDrive accounts, but if you would like to have your own parent account to access ebooks and audio books in OverDrive, please complete this Online OverDrive Parent Registration Form. Please allow 2-3 days for the account to be built. Find help links and reading recommendations in our OverDrive Libguide 

Library Lunch Pass Procedures: Lunch passes are available at the front office breezeway during the first 20 minutes of each lunch period. First come, first served. We also honor lunch passes from teachers. Each student must have their own individual pass.

Board Games in the Library: The library offers board games for students to play every day before school and on Fridays during lunch periods. Students can check out a board game to play in the library by providing their student ID card at the library circulation desk.

Library Website and Social Media:

Visit us online at http://neisd.libguides.com/welcome_macarthur_library and follow us on Twitter and Instagram @MacArthurLib . Learn more about the library in our online newsletter.
Go Brahma Library!
MAC COUNSELORS’ CORNER – 

Check out our website for additional information https://www.neisd.net/macarthur/counselor 

March Family Engagement
Check out the March Family engagement SMORE for lots of great information, tips, workshops and more.  https://www.smore.com/6t8xy
NEW Dual Credit TSI Exam Date
NEW DUAL CREDIT TSI EXAM DATE AT MAC: MARCH 30TH-We have added an additional TSI test date. Come to counseling to sign up. 

UTSA Ready 
Juniors and Seniors…Check out this amazing opportunity to get college ready. 

The UTSA READY Program is an early awareness, academic preparation bridging program for high school juniors and seniors (11th and 12th grade students). The program helps students polish their reading, writing and mathematics skills in preparation for college level course work. The UTSA READY Program takes a holistic approach to student college preparation and success by addressing both cognitive and non-cognitive skills. Developed by UTSA Faculty and staff, the curriculum addresses college survival skills and academic preparation for the rigor of college level coursework. See the attached flyer. 

Alamo Application Assistance 
SENIORS: ARE YOU PLANNING ON GOING TO AN ALAMO COLLEGE? Come to B111 during your lunch to get assistance in finishing your Alamo application with an Alamo College Representative on March 21st. See attached flyer

NEISD Student Volunteer Award
Every year, community volunteers change people’s lives. Many NEISD students are among these volunteers. Because of these students’ efforts, the NEISD Volunteer Program will annually recognize an outstanding volunteer from each high school. From this group of recipients, an overall “NEISD Student Volunteer of the Year” will be selected. We are looking for high school students who have contributed to the community through volunteer activities and/or community service. (See the attached nomination form) 

Senior TSI Testing (not Dual Credit TSI)

Mac will offer 2 senior TSI testing dates for those seniors who need TSI testing for college/university. Sign up in counseling. Dates: Thurs March 28, 2019 and Wed April 24, 2019 (This is not for Dual Credit TSI.)

Dual Credit

The Dual Credit Academic Handbook is available in the counseling office for those students wanting to apply for dual credit courses for the 2019-2020 school year or are already in Dual Credit and need to apply for next year.  We will continue to make announcements regarding important deadlines. If you have not already, sign up on Remind (Text: @macdc2019 to 81010) to receive text/email updates of all Dual Credit events and deadlines. 
TSI TESTING:  MacArthur will offer Texas Success Initiative (TSI) testing for those needing it for admission in to Dual Credit. See dates below…come to counseling for registration form. 

MacArthur Career Center: 

Ms. Emma Lucero and Ms. Rosemary Rodriguez are available to assist students and parents with all aspects of college and/or life after high school. (8:00am – 5:00pm in the Career Center). Ms. Lucero can schedule one-on-one conferences with parents.  Career Center direct line is 210-356-7606.

Seniors: Bring your college acceptance letters to Ms. Lucero to be showcased on the “Acceptance Letter Wall” outside the Career Center.
Looking for scholarships?  NEISD provides scholarship opportunities at https://www.neisd.net/Page/822
2017-2018 SAT/ACT Information:  

SAT Registration: https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/register
ACT Registration: http://www.act.org/
IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES:

March 8—Deadline to submit pages 5-8 from the DC Academic Handbook
March 9—SAT testing at MAC 

March 19—TELPAS Reading Online 9th grade

March 20—TELPAS Reading Online 10th – 12th grade

March 21—TELPAS Listening/Speaking 9th grade

March 22—TELPAS Listening/Speaking 10th – 12th grade

March 23—TSI Testing at 8:00am at MAC (for Dual Credit)

March 28— Senior TSI testing at MAC 

March 30— TSI Testing at 8:00am at MAC (for Dual Credit)

April 6—Retest Only for TSI at 8:00am at MAC (for Dual Credit)

April 9—STAAR EOC English I

April 11—STAAR EOC English II

April 24—Senior TSI testing at MAC 

May 6—STAAR EOC Algebra I 

May 6 – May 17 Advanced Placement Testing – Specific test dates and times:  (https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/takingtheexam/ap-calendar )

May 7—STAAR EOC Biology

May 8—STAAR EOC US History

Follow us on Twitter @MacCounseling

Don’t forget to join your class Remind for updates and announcements. 

Seniors: Class of 2019 text @2019mac to 81010

Juniors: Class of 2020 text @2020mac to 81010

Sophm.: Class of 2021 text @2021mac to 81010

Freshman: Class of 2022 text @2022mac to 81010

Go Brahma Counseling!
PARENT INVOLVEMENT-

MAC ORCHESTRA BOOSTERS – The next meeting of the Orchestra Boosters will be Monday at 6:30 pm in room B214.  If your child is a part of Mac Orchestra, you need to come out and be a part of this great group of parents.  All are welcome.  Go Brahma MOPA! 

MAC CHOIR BOOSTERS – We are still signing up new members, so please come out!  If your child is in choir then you need to come out and join this great group of parents and support MAC Choir.  Go Brahma Choir Boosters!
MAC BAND BOOSTERS – If your child is a member of our awesome Brahma Band, then you need to come out and be a part of these awesome parents.

Please remember, for the latest updates and information as well as current news, information, and schedules, join us on Facebook (Mac Band Parents), Twitter (@MacBandParents), and Instagram (@MacBandParents), or log in to your Charms account.  Go Brahma Band Boosters!

MAC ATHLETIC BOOSTERS – If your child is involved in MAC Athletics, you need to come out and be part of this great organization.  Please remember, for the latest athletic updates and information as well as current news, information, and schedules, please go to the Booster website, www.gobrahmas.com. Go Brahma Athletic Boosters!

MAC ELECTRICAL BOOSTERS – The next meeting of our Electrical Boosters will be this Tuesday at 7 pm.  If your child is in the MAC EST program, we ask that you please consider joining MEBC. Your membership dues are used to help fund student activities the students enjoy and look forward to during the year. If you have a student in the MAC ETS program, you need to come out and be a part of this great group of parents.  Go Brahma MEBC!

PTSA – 
Officer Interest Form – It is the time of year to begin the process of selecting our PTA Officers for the next school year.  The nominating committee, which was elected by the general membership at the December meeting, is charged with presenting membership with their recommended slate of officers at the March General PTA meeting.  If you are interested in serving in one of the officer positions, please complete the attached Officer Interest Form and return it to the front office.  The Nominating Committee will contact each interested person before submitting their name for voting at the election meeting in March.  If you are interested in more than one position, please number your choices (with #1 as your first choice and so on).

We hope you will consider serving in the MAC PTSA.

Join PTSA: Please remember that it is never too late to join our PTSA.  The MacArthur PTSA is a vital link in connecting with our parents and families and a great way for every parent to be involved.  The beginning of a new school year means it is time to show your support for our students, our school, and our community. We invite all students, parents and teachers to join! The PTSA is here to advocate and positively influence the lives of all children and families. Make a difference and get involved! Look for a membership table at the upcoming Meet the Brahmas. Dues are $6.50/person.  Please take time to join the PTSA and get involved in your child’s school and education. 

We want to remind the Mac Family and community to please check out the PTSA website and blog for important information on what is happening at MacArthur!  This is a great resource and it can be found at: www.macptsa.com.  Go Brahma PTSA!
COMMUNITY-

VOTER REGISTRATION – 
Voting is a precious right and your vote makes a difference. Don’t be silent; let your voice be heard. Each High School Principal is a Deputy Voter Registrar by law.  I want to encourage you to make sure you are registered to vote.  If you or your child need to register, you can get a registration card at MacArthur in the Principal’s Office. You can either send it in yourself, or turn it in, and we will make sure it is turned in for you. Go Brahma Voters!

BRAHMA FANS – We want to remind all of our parents, students, and guests who attend games or any event at home or away, that we need your assistance to ensure that we observe appropriate spectator behavior.   It is okay to disagree with a call and to be a little loud when supporting our Brahmas.  It is not okay to be disruptive or engage in personal attacks or confrontations with Coaches, referees, or students.  Anyone causing a disturbance or verbally abusing the officials, coaches, or students will be removed from the game and may face removal from all athletic events.  Please let the coaches take care of the coaching and dealing with the officials. It is extremely important for us to model appropriate behavior at any function.  Your cooperation and support is greatly appreciated.  Go Brahmas!
Here are the events going on in Brahmaland the next 2 weeks: 

a. Monday 030419:

i. Boys’ Varsity/JV Golf NEISD Spring Invitational @ Ft. Sam La Loma 

8 am to 2 pm

ii. UIL Concert/Sight-reading Symphony @ Alamo Heights 3:40 pm

iii. Brahmadora, Lassie, and Pep Try Out Parent Meeting @ MAC Cafeteria 6:30 pm

b. Tuesday 030519:

i. NHS Meeting @ MAC Library 8 am 

ii. UIL Non-Varsity freshmen and Jr. Varsity Orchestra @ Alamo Heights 9:15 am

iii. MacTeach @ Library 5 to 7 pm

iv. MEBC Meeting @ D145 7 pm

v. Varsity Softball v. South San @ NE West 7 pm

vi. Girls’ Varsity Soccer v. Churchill @ Comalander 5 pm

vii. Boys’ Varsity Soccer v. Churchill @ Comalander 7 pm

c. Wednesday 030619

i. UIL Varsity String Orchestra @ Alamo Heights 1 pm

ii. Summa Rehearsal @ Auditorium 1:35 pm 

iii. Girls’ and Boys’ Varsity Harlandale Track Meet @ Harlandale Memorial 4:30 pm

iv. Girls’ JV Soccer v. Churchill @ MAC 4:30 pm

v. Boys’ JV Soccer v. Churchill @ Churchill 4:30 pm 

vi. JV Softball v. South San @ MAC 5 pm 

d. Thursday 030719:

i. FBLA State Conference and Competition @ Houston All Day   

ii. Girls’ JV SAISD Meet @ Alamo Stadium 4:30 pm

iii. Boys’ JV/Freshman Northside Track Meet @ Gustafson 4:30 pm

iv. MacTeach @ Library 5 to 7 pm

v. Varsity Baseball SA Classic v. New Braunfels @ Alamo Heights 10 am

vi. Varsity Baseball SA Classic v. Brownsville Hanna @ NE Sports Park 3 pm

vii. Summa Reception & Ceremony @ Cafeteria & Auditorium 5:30 pm

e. Friday 030819:

i. FBLA State Conference and Competition @ Houston All Day

ii. Choir ICHSA Competition @ Marcus HS Lewisville

iii. Tennis Varsity Clemens Classic @ Clemens 8 am to 4 pm

iv. Trinity College Advising @ College & Career Ctr. 10 to 11 am

v. Varsity Baseball SA Classic v. Lamar @ East Central HS 3 pm

vi. Boys’ Varsity  Soccer v. Madison @ BAC East 5 pm

vii. Girls’ Varsity Soccer v. Madison @ BAC East 7 pm

viii. Varsity Softball v. Johnson @ NE East 7 pm

ix. Varsity Baseball SA Classic v. Corpus Veterans @ East Central HS 8 pm

f. Saturday 030919:

i. FBLA State Conference and Competition @ Houston All Day

ii. Choir ICHSA Competition @ Marcus HS Lewisville

iii. Varsity Baseball SA Classic 

iv. Color Guard Contest @ Lehman HS 

v. SAT @ A200 7 am to 3 pm

vi. Tennis Varsity Clemens Classic @ Clemens 8 am to 4 pm

vii. Girls’ JV Soccer v. Madison @ Madison 9 am 

viii. Boys’ JV Soccer v. Madison @ MAC 9 am

ix. JV A Softball v. Johnson @ Johnson 10 am

x. JV B Softball v. Johnson @ Johnson 11:45 am

g. Sunday 031019:

i. Choir ICHSA Competition @ Marcus HS Lewisville

h. Monday 031119

i. Spring Break

ii. JV Baseball B v. LEE @ NE Basse 10 am

iii. JV Baseball A v. LEE @ NE Basse 12 pm

iv. Softball JV A v. Churchill @ MAC 10 am

v. Softball JV B v. Churchill @ MAC 11:45 am

vi. Softball Varsity v. Churchill @ NE West 5 pm  

i. Tuesday 031219

i. JV Baseball Tourney @ TBA

ii. Varsity Baseball v. Roosevelt @ BAC 4:30 pm

j. Wednesday 031319

i. Softball JV A v. Madison @ Madison 10 am

ii. Softball JV B v. Madison @ Madison 11:45 am

iii. Varsity Softball v. Madison @ NE West 5 pm 

k. Thursday 031419

i. Varsity Baseball v. South San @ NE Sports Park 11 am (LC)

ii. JV Baseball v. South San @ MAC 12 pm (BC)

l. Friday 031519

i. N/A

m. Saturday 031619

i. Color Guard Parent Preview @ MAC 7 pm (LC)

n. Sunday 031719

i. N/A

o. Monday 031819

i. Staff Meeting @ Conference Room 8 am (All)

ii. Boys’ Varsity Golf Stampede @ River Crossing 8 am to 2 pm (PMOC)  
Have a Great Week!

Peter Martinez

Principal, MacArthur High School
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