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TIER 1: includes Product Quality Standards (PQS) that relate to matters which would adversely affect (or have the potential to affect) the validity of the IP Right


TIER 2: includes Product Quality Standards (PQS) that relate to matters which would require a considerable amount of rework and/or inconvenience to the applicant or IP Australia.


TIER 3: includes Product Quality Standards (PQS) that relate to other important procedures required by the Patents Manual of Practice and Procedure

PQS 1 - A correct search procedure is adopted for all searches

PQS 2 - All relevant objections/considerations which would adversely affect (or have the potential to affect) the validity of the patent are taken

PQS 3 – All other important objections/considerations are taken

PQS 4 – The report/opinion is free of invalid objections/considerations

PQS 5 – All reports and opinions are comprehensive and informative
PQS 6 – Search results are correctly
communicated and stored

PQS 7 - Written formalities are complete and correct
1.1 Effective use is made of available search results
1.1.1 Effective use is made of search results and examination reports on related family members from IP Offices recognised by IP Australia.

1.1.2 Given the availability of these search results, further searches are conducted by the examiner if the original search is clearly inadequate.

1.2 Original search strategy is appropriate
1.2.1 Field and scope of the search strategy appropriate; dependent claims searched and inventive step searching carried out.
1.2.2 Search terms and operators are appropriate, no significant syntax errors (not including parts covered by 7.2.6).

1.2.3 Relevant databases consulted.

1.2.4 A three person search team was used where specified (not including parts covered by 7.2.2).

1.2.5 SIS correctly records the search strategy undertaken (not including parts covered by 7.2.2).
2.1 
National statutory objections concerned with the validity of the patent
2.1.1 Novelty.
2.1.2 Inventive step or innovative step.

2.1.3 Full description.
2.1.4 Fair basis.

2.1.5 Clarity matters affecting the scope of the claimed monopoly.
2.1.6 Manner of manufacture.
2.1.7 Human beings and the biological processes for their generation.

2.1.8 Plants and animals, and the biological processes for their generation (Innovation patents only).

2.1.9 Subject matter contrary to law.
2.1.10 Disclosure is clear enough and complete enough.

2.1.11 Claims are supported by matter disclosed.
2.1.12 Usefulness.

2.2 Relevant national issues relating to amendments
2.2.1 The specification if amended would claim matter not in substance disclosed in the specification as originally filed.

2.2.2 Amendments to accepted standard patent applications would broaden the scope of the claims or not comply with s40(2) or s40(3).

2.2.3 The complete specification if amended would claim or disclose matter that extends beyond that disclosed in the complete specification as originally filed and other prescribed documents.

2.3 International considerations concerned with the validity of the patent
2.3.1 Novelty.

2.3.2 Inventive Step.

2.3.3 Industrial Applicability.

2.3.4 Excluded subject matter claimed.

2.3.5 PCT Article 5 type matters.

2.3.5.1 Disclosure sufficiently clear and complete.

2.3.6 PCT Article 6 type matters.

2.3.6.1 Claims are clear and concise.

2.3.6.2 Claims are fully supported as they are consistent with description.

2.3.6.3 Claims are fully supported as they do not extend beyond disclosure.

2.4 Relevant international issues relating to amendments
2.4.1 Amendments go beyond the disclosure as filed.

3.1 
National
3.1.1 Lack of unity of invention.

3.1.2 Multiple applications (s64(2) or s101B(6)).

3.1.3 Assertion of entitlement is deficient.

3.1.4 Translations, basic documents or translations thereof.

3.1.5 Statutory requirements for Modified, Divisionals and Additionals not complied with.

3.1.6 Acceptance not possible since postponement of acceptance not withdrawn.

3.1.7 Proposed amendment(s) cause confusion as to the composition of the specification.

3.1.8 Claims must not rely on references to the description or drawings unless absolutely necessary to define the invention.

3.1.9 Budapest Treaty matters.

3.2 International
3.2.1 Lack of unity of invention.

3.2.2 Claims must not rely on references to the description or drawings unless absolutely necessary to define the invention.

4.1 
Invalid objections/considerations
4.1.1 Wrong statutory basis.

4.1.2 Non-statutory objections/considerations.

4.1.3 Clearly wrong application of law to the facts.

5.1 
Reports include sufficient detail National/International
5.1.1 Correct claim set of the application is reported on.

5.1.2 Relevant parts of citations are appropriately listed.
5.1.3 Interpretation of claims and prior art provided where necessary.
5.1.4 Objections/considerations apply sound reasoning and have sufficient and logical explanation to justify the conclusions reached.

5.1.5 An objection/consideration may explicitly indicate a particular solution, but must not dictate a specific amendment.

5.1.6 The listing of a cited document contains sufficient correct details for an applicant to reasonably identify the intended document.

5.1.6 B The contents of the report are consistent (not including parts covered by 7.1.2).

National
5.1.7 Reference to the relevant passages of examination reports of other recognised Patent Offices is acceptable for taking objections and meeting the level of detail required for national reports, so long as it is clear that the examiner has considered them in the context of Australian law and agrees with the cited passages of those reports.

5.1.8 Regardless of whether a novelty objection is taken, an inventive step objection is taken if applicable (included in a novelty objection or as a separate objection).

5.1.9 When re-examination is required from an external party, reports must address all citations and relevant grounds provided in the request to re-examine.
International
5.1.10 Prior art closest to the applicant’s invention is cited and explained.

5.1.11 Novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability are considered individually and reported separately, including a positive explanation for any claims that are novel and inventive respectively.
5.1.12 When a search report and opinion are issued at the same time, they are consistent with each other (not including parts covered by 7.1.2).

5.2 Restriction of search and/or reservation of opinion/examination
5.2.1 A search is restricted or an opinion is reserved according to national, PCT or Bilateral guidelines.

5.2.2 Any restriction or reservation must be appropriately indicated in the report. The extent of the restriction or reservation and the reasons must be clearly stated.

5.2.4 For international cases, if no claims are searchable this should be indicated in a Declaration of Non-Establishment of ISR for PCT cases, or in Box 1 of the Search Report for other international searches.

6.1 
Citations
6.1.1 Citations are correctly identified.

6.2 Search Results
6.2.1 Cited documents are categorised correctly.
6.2.2 Relevant passages and/or figures are appropriately listed for each X or Y document for International Search Reports.

6.2.3 Claims to which each cited document applies are accurately listed.

6.3 Storage of documents
6.3.1 Copies of citations are stored correctly.
6.3.2 Copies of cited foreign examination reports are stored correctly.
7.1 
Reports are presented professionally
7.1.1 Reports are free from frequent or serious spelling, typographical or grammatical mistakes.

7.1.2 Reports are free from inconsistencies (not including parts covered by 5.1.6B and 5.1.12).

7.1.3 Format and details of the report are correct.

7.2 Forms and templates filled out correctly
7.2.1 International report templates must be completed as appropriate.
7.2.2 Search Information Sheet is filled out correctly (not including parts covered by attributes 1.2.4 and 1.2.5).

7.2.3 For international search and examination, IPC symbols are selected appropriately.

7.2.4 Acceptance screens filled out correctly.

7.2.5 National report templates must be completed as appropriate.
7.2.6 Searches are entered into search engines accurately and without serious errors (not including parts covered by 1.2.2).

7.4 Case notes are placed on the case file as appropriate.

NOTE: Some Quality Standard attributes are no longer in use in the current version as they have been subsumed into another attribute or attributes.  This may result in discontinuities in numbering of the attributes.  These no longer used attributes are:  1.3,   1.3.1,   4.1.4,   4.1.5,   5.2.3,   6.1.2,  6.2.4,  7.3,   7.3.1
This document is controlled. Its accuracy can only be guaranteed when viewed electronically.
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