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PATH’s Community Resource Seminars – 2014-2015.  We want to answer your questions about our local system of social services -- register today for our ½ day (4 hour) training!  The cost is $35/individual, plus $25 (optional and special seminar rate) for the McLean/DeWitt/Livingston County PATH Directory or $20 for the McLean County only Directory.  Both go hand-in-hand with the seminar content.  Our next half-day seminars are: THIS Thursday, January 15th and Thursday, March 19th
Seminars run from 8:30 am-12:30 pm.  To register, contact Amanda at 834-0580 or download the registration brochure from our web site www.pathcrisis.org, you can find the form under Community Resources.
COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS INVITED TO MCLP BOARD NETWORKING FAIR
The Multicultural Leadership Program is currently inviting community organizations to apply to participate in the Multicultural Leadership Program (MCLP) Board Networking Fair on Saturday, February 14th.
How will your organization benefit from participating in this fair?  This fair is an opportunity for your organization to meet this year’s 26 MCLP class participants. These developing leaders are nearing completion of their eight-month leadership program. We believe your organization will appreciate the leadership qualities of these participants. 

During the fair, you will speak one-on-one with up to 15 of the program participants. This creates an opportunity for you to consider extending board and committee openings to members of the MCLP class. Please note that this is not a volunteer recruitment event, but rather an opportunity for you to meet potential board members and committee leaders.

How do you apply?  See: http://bit.ly/1D4Kll9
If your organization is interested in attending the MCLP Board Networking Fair, please download and complete the profile form from the MCLP website and submit it by email to Pollyanna Spears at PollyannaS@bn-mclp.org, no later than Friday, February 1, 2015. The MCLP Community Involvement Committee will review your profile sheet and inform you if a space is available at the fair.

If you have any questions, please contact Linda Bollivar or Pollyanna Spears at the MCLP offices, 309-556-3589.

NAMI Family Support Group - NAMI Family Support group will meet Saturday, January 24, 2015 at Epiphany Catholic Church, 1006 East College Avenue, Normal, IL from 1-2 pm. 

NAMI Connection Recovery Support Group - NAMI Connection Recovery Support group will meet Saturday, January 24, 2015 at Epiphany Catholic Church, 1006 East College Avenue, Normal, IL from 1-2 pm. 

NAMI Meetings in the Pontiac area:  Meetings are held the 1st Thursday of each month at First United Methodist Church, 219 N Chicago Street, Pontiac, IL at 7 p.m.  Contact:  John or Bonnie 815-842-1514 or Laura at 815-844-7392

NAMI DeWitt County:  Meetings are held on the fourth Thursday of each month at the Human Resource Center (HRC), 1150 Illinois 54, Clinton, IL 61727

For more information on local NAMI support groups, please contact Shawn at (309) 287-9913.
The brochure rack at PATH has gotten pretty empty, if your agency would like to display your program brochures please bring them by the PATH office or mail them to PATH at 201 E. Grove St., Suite 201, Bloomington, IL  61701 Attn: Cathy.

TALENTED AND EXPERIENCED GRADUATE STUDENTS AVAILABLE – Illinois State University’s Stevenson Center for Community & Economic Development now has Peace Corps Fellows and Applied Community & Economic Development Fellows ready to serve with local, regional, or national organizations starting in summer 2015.  In exchange for a stipend, these students work 35 hours per week for 11 months to assist organizations with their programs and services. To learn more about hosting a Stevenson Center Fellow, please contact James Porter at 438-5945 or james.porter@ilstu.edu or visit stevensoncenter.org/host/.

University of Illinois Extension and Evenglow Inn are partnering to bring you Fresh Fare: Cooking from Your Cabinet! Have you ever wondered how to plan and prepare meals from what you have on hand? In this program, you will learn how to maximize your pantry to make cooking from your kitchen easier and healthier, while discovering new ideas for cooking with simple cabinet staples. Cooking from Your Cabinet will be held January 14 at Evenglow Inn, 1303 E. Indiana Ave., Pontiac from 6-7:00 p.m. A $5 donation is suggested. You can register for this program by calling Evenglow at (815) 842-9040.
University of Illinois Extension is bringing you Meals for a Healthy Heart on February 5, 2015 from 5:30-8:00 p.m. at their new location, 1615 Commerce Parkway, Bloomington. Jenna Smith, Nutrition & Wellness Educator, will cook a heart-healthy dinner and provide you with a binder of information, resources, and heart-healthy recipes. Meals for a Healthy Heart will actively teach you how to plan, shop, and cook to help manage or prevent heart disease. There is a fee of $10 for the class to cover the expense of materials and food. You can register by calling the office at (309) 663-8306 or on our website at http://web.extension.illinois.edu/lmw. 
BIG BROTHERS BIG SISTERS of McLEAN COUNTY HAS MOVED.  We are no longer located on Center Street.  We have moved to the Carriage House, 901 E. Grove Street, Suite 5A, Bloomington, IL, 61701.  We are across Grove Street from the back of the Beer Nuts Factory, near Grove Street Bakery.  We have our old number back, so if you are interested in mentoring, or you have a child in mind that could benefit from the program, please give us a call at 309.828.1870.  

Mid Central Community Action, Inc. (1301 W. Washington in Bloomington) will be hosting a free financial education workshop series Monday, January 12 through Monday, February 16 from 5:30-7:00 p.m. The workshops will cover a variety of financial topics including personal budgeting, understanding your credit and credit report, steps for financial freedom, estate planning, and the costs of credit cards and personal loans. Registration is required for these workshops, which are open to individuals who are 18 years or older. If you are interested in any or all of the workshops, please RSVP by contacting Kelley S at (309) 834-9244 or kelleys@mccainc.org. 
Your Money, Your Goals - The University of Illinois Extension and Consumer Economics Program would like to invite you and your organization’s case managers to joining us for a free training in using the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau’s (CFPB) Your Money, Your Goals financial empowerment toolkit, which will take place in late March or early April 2015. We are currently taking reservations now!

The CFPB developed a toolkit to help case managers and other frontline staff provide high quality, unbiased information and tools that help clients become financially empowered. It’s also designed to make the integration of financial empowerment tools as seamless as possible for your organization. As a result of the training, staff will build a foundation of financial knowledge that will help them become comfortable in using the toolkit with their clients.

Thank you for your consideration. Please contact Amanda DeRew at 309.663.8306 or derew@illinois.edu to reserve your spot as they will go quickly!
INtegRIty Counseling is a nonprofit organization designed to serve individuals who may not be able to access mental health counseling due to financial limitations. We help teens and adults look at past and present choices and healthy alternatives. No referral is necessary but we welcome coordination with other providers. We have no set fees for services and work with clients to help them determine what they can afford.  If clients need additional support, we help direct them to medical resources or other qualified professionals.  We are currently staffed by part time, experienced counselors who are donating their time and skills. If you are interested in receiving counseling, volunteering at INtegRIty, or supporting us in some way, call Luella Mahannah at 309-827-9100 or email at integritycounseling@frontier.com. We are located in the old St. Joseph Hospital building at 502 S. Morris, Bloomington, IL.  Our regular hours are Tuesdays 12-6, Wednesdays 12-5, and Thursdays 10:30-4 PM.  Additional hours are available by appointment.  
Community Foundation Offers New Grant Opportunities - Illinois Prairie Community Foundation announces that it will be accepting applications for four categories of grants between January 21, 2015, and February 23, 2015. Application links will be posted on the website by January 16 at www.ilprairiecf.org. 

IPCF General Grants fund programs in four fields of interest – Education, Environment, Health and Wellness, and Youth. IPCF/Mirza Arts and Culture Grants fund programs that focus on performing, visual and literary arts and art education/enrichment. Youth Engaged in Philanthropy (YEP) Grants fund youth-focused programs and Sol Shulman Jewish Education and Life Endowment Grants focus on Jewish educational programs, Jewish-themed arts and theater programs, and Jewish cultural enrichment programs open to all. Criteria for all grants are listed in the Program Details section of each application.

Applicants must have tax-exempt status under Section 501(c)3 of the Internal Revenue Code, operate under a fiscal agent that is a 501(c)3 organization, be a local unit of municipal, county, state or federal government (including schools), be a not-for-profit institute of higher learning, or be a tax-exempt religious organization as recognized by the IRS.

Programs must be available to residents of McLean, DeWitt, Livingston or Logan Counties; however, programs do not have to serve all four counties.

Visit http://www.ilprairiecf.org/recent-grants-funded/ to view grants that were funded in 2014.

For additional information and questions, grant seekers can contact Kathi Davis, Associate Program Director, at kdavis@ilprairiecf.org or 309-662-4477. 
Business Workshops - Essentials of Business Program

Presented by SCORE and the Bloomington Public Library, 6:30 PM to 8:00 PM, Bloomington Public Library

22 January 2015 - Essentials of the Affordable Care Act for Small Businesses - There is a lot of confusion about what the Affordable Care Act means to small business.  Learn the facts, the latest changes, and how it can affect your business from a subject matter expert at the Small Business Administration.  

26 February 2015 - Essentials of Funding your Small Business - In this workshop we will examine the full range of funding sources – both traditional and non-traditional.  We will provide the pros and cons of each form including bank, credit union, secured and non-secured, and even such new means as “Crowd Funding” on the Internet.

19 March 2015 - Essentials of forming a Not-for-Profit business - What qualifies as a not-for-profit and what are the advantages/disadvantages of that designation?  What does it take to file and what is the cost? An experienced non-profit professional takes you through the ins and outs of this subject.

 23 April 2015 - Essentials of Locating your Business - What are the essential considerations of where you do business? Whether working from home, renting a store front, or buying property there are many factors to consider, zoning, location, traffic and cost among many.  An experienced Real Estate Professional will take you through these issues and help your make the right choices. 

28 May 2015 - Essentials of starting an Import / Export Business - International Trade may seem like a daunting business to get into but many people are doing it on a small scale and there are many sources of help, both on the state and federal level.   Find out about the opportunities and the rules for this exciting Business.  A subject matter expert from the Bradley School of Business will take you through the steps to get started.

Bloomington Public Library – 

Library offers Minecraft to children, teens; no Minecraft account needed.  Library staff have created a digital model of the Library on a special Minecraft server, and beginning January 12, children and teens using Library computers will be able to access this server to play the popular game without having to purchase a Minecraft account.  The server will only be accessible on the Library’s network so players will only be able to log on and play when they are at the Library.  The server has been heavily modified, or “modded,” with additional gameplay enhancements and things to do beyond the base Minecraft game. All players start inside the digital model of Bloomington Library which is protected against modification.  While players will not pay to play on the Library’s server, they will be required to have a children’s or teen library card in good standing in order to reserve a computer.

What is Minecraft?  Minecraft is a computer game in which players are put into a randomly-generated world of ‘blocks.’ There are no goals per se, but players are free to build structures and create just about anything they can imagine.

Are there age restrictions on the library’s server?  Yes. In an attempt to keep the server safe and friendly, only patrons with a children’s or teen Library card in good standing will be allowed to play on the server.

Are there any rules for the server?  Yes, all of the rules for the library also apply to the server. This means no swearing, and all structures built must be appropriate for patrons of any age. In an attempt to keep the server safe and friendly for ALL patrons, the server will be periodically moderated by library staff, and repeat offenders will be banned.

Can I use a BPL Minecraft account on my own computer?  Library Minecraft accounts are only for use on the Library’s computers, and only by children and teens with a library card in good standing.

Can I play Minecraft on other servers?  You can.  However, library staff will not be able to help you set this up.  You will need to know how to connect to the server yourself.

My First Reading Program: “Take 20 … Read to Your Bunny”
Begins Monday, January 5 - Register your child — age newborn-35 months —for this reading program which is geared toward our youngest Library users. Registration will be available between January 5 and February 22 online at BloomingtonLibrary.org, at the Library, and on the Bookmobile. This program is designed to motivate families with young children to visit the library, read, and enjoy educational activities together during the winter. Parents are asked to return their child’s activity log to the Library between January 26 and February 22 to receive a small completion prize and be entered into a prize drawing for a basket of educational toys. The drawing will be held on Monday, February 23.

Adult Winter Reading: Cold Toes, Cool Prose! - Sunday, January 11

Registration for the Adult Winter Reading Program will open on Sunday, January 11, at the Library, on the Bookmobile, or online at bloomingronlibrary.org. Once you’ve signed up, all you need to do is read books and/or attend library programs for “credit” toward completing the Winter Reading program. Any combination of six books read and/or programs attended will do. 

Turn in your completed reading log/attendance sheet to Library staff at the Adult Services Desk or on the Bookmobile by 5pm on Sunday, March 1, to be entered into a random drawing to win one of three prize packs that’ll warm your toes. Prize packs include a fancy picnic blanket, a coffee mug, and tokens for free hot beverages from the Adult Services Desk at the library. 
YouthBuild McLean County will begin accepting applications for February enrollment on January 21st.  YouthBuild McLean County serves at risk youth between 16 and 24 in the areas of secondary educational completion (high school diploma and GED), vocational training, service learning and post-secondary and work readiness.  Youth become AmeriCorps members, have access to service based internships at community organizations and earn scholarships for college or trade school.  Small class sizes, project based learning and a family environment can be the path to success for struggling youth.  For more information, contact Tracy at tpolson@ybmc.org or call 309.454.3898.  
YouthBuild McLean County is seeking volunteer service sites for our students during Spring semester.  The service site must be able to provide two weeks per month beginning in February and ending at the end of May of consistent and meaningful volunteer service for youth.  The volunteer service is part of their Service Learning course and youth will receive diploma credit for their efforts.  The program was piloted in Fall of 2014 with much success!  Youth volunteered at several nonprofits, healthcare facilities and elementary schools in the community.  For more information, please contact Alicia at alenard@ybmc.org.  

2015—The Year of the Volunteer: The Illinois Senate has declared 2015 the “Year of the Volunteer.” This is a terrific chance to celebrate opportunities for volunteering in Illinois, as well as to acknowledge individuals who dedicate their time. The Year of the Volunteer is a unified statewide effort led by Generations Serving Generations, in cooperation with the Serve Illinois Commission, the Illinois Dept. on Aging, the Corporation for National Service and the McCormick Foundation. The purpose is to encourage Illinois residents of all ages to volunteer and to showcase those who already volunteer. It denotes 2015 as a time to celebrate the contributions of volunteers and learn more about the implications of volunteering, service and civic engagement for Illinois. The theme, “You Are the Difference,” along with a logo, will be used in all media outreach for uniformity. 

How Can You Get Involved?
1. Follow the Year of the Volunteer Facebook page to keep up-do-date on events: https://www.facebook.com/Yearofthevolunteer
2. Learn about additional volunteer opportunities through the Serve Illinois Commission: http://www2.illinois.gov/serve/Pages/volunteerism.aspx
3. Nominate an outstanding volunteer in your area for a Governor’s Volunteer Service Award. An award will be given to one nominee from each of 5 regions of the state, in 3 age categories (Youth, Adult, and 55+), with priority given to service in any of the following areas: 

-      Economic Opportunity

-      Disaster Preparedness/Response
-      Education



-      Environmental Conservation
-      Health



-      Veterans Affairs 

Award winners will be announced April 20, 2015 during a ceremony at the Executive Mansion in Springfield. Click on this link to read more and nominate a volunteer— nominations are due by Friday, January 30, 2015: http://www2.illinois.gov/serve/Pages/Volunteer-Awards.aspx
For questions or to find out more, contact Katie Raynor at the East Central Illinois Area Agency on Aging: fellow@eciaaa.org / 309-829-6018, ext. 223.

Employment Opportunities:  
Employment opportunity with Mid Central Community Action, Inc.
Youth Services Advocate - The Youth Services Advocate (YSA) is responsible for coordinating and providing services to children, teens, and parents on a residential and outreach basis; developing and implementing prevention programs for youth. 

Qualifications: Bachelor’s Degree in Child Development or related field (preferred), Illinois Certified Domestic Violence Professional (as applicable).
Prior Experience: Related work and/or volunteer experience.

We are looking for an individual who is dedicated and committed to victims/survivors of domestic violence, who has the  ability to deliver quality client services and to work with client population, ability to demonstrate sensitivity and empathy, ability to demonstrate effective written and verbal communication skills, ability to utilize multi-tasking skills and attend to detail, ability to handle stressful, crisis situations, ability to utilize sound judgment and problem solving skills, ability to work in a team environment, and ability to instill a positive, productive work environment. 

Part Time Residential Advocate position at the Neville House. 

Position Summary Provides quality services to residential families and hotline callers. Qualifications include: 

•Associate’s Degree or related work/volunteer experience. Bachelors degree preferred

•Dedication and commitment to victims/survivors of domestic violence

•Ability to educate, equip, and empower adults and youth

•Ability to utilize sound judgment and problem solving skills

•Ability to respond effectively and efficiently in a crisis situation

•Ability to multi-task and attend to detail

•Ability to work independently and in a team environment

For consideration: Must present 40-hour domestic violence training certificate OR be available to complete 40 hour training upon being hired.

Available Shift Weekends- Saturday (8:00am-4:00pm); Sunday (12am-8amand 8am-4pm.).

For either position please submit cover letter, resume, and completed agency application to bethanya@mccainc.org or 1301 W. Washington St. Bloomington, IL 61701.  MCCA is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. More information and application instructions can be found at www.mccainc.org on the careers tab.
Unity Community Center is hiring a full time Program Coordinator
Full job description and how to apply can be found at this LINK
Main Duties:
· Identifies critical priority needs and issues, with the assistance of other staff, to be addressed through 4-H programs.

· Facilitates the planning of educational activities in an assigned area in conjunction with other staff and volunteers at Unity Community Center: 

· Assists in scheduling Unity Community Center activities.

· Opening/closing daily activities to ensure access to programs and security for facility.

· Assists in formulating and insuring the implementation of standard operating procedures for program activities, including guidelines to insure the safety and welfare of participants.

· Assist with providing detailed record of participation and activities at the Unity Community Center.

· Assists with the development of marketing plans and goals to recruit participants for educational activities; develops advertising and publicity for the activities in conjunction with Office Support Associate (Programs & Marketing) and Unit Marketing Program Coordinator.

· Networks and/or collaborates with appropriate designated community organizations and groups to assess needs and develops educational activities to address those needs.

· Liaison role between local schools and Unity Community Center, including communication with teachers.

· Coordinate Out-of-School time academic support, including volunteer and activity management

· Ideas for crafts, games, and other activities to motivate participants at events.

· Assist with maintaining the cleanliness and organization of the facility as needed.

· Conduct daily sign in/sign out registration of children, event staff, and volunteers, and provide supervision of youth tasks and behavior management in academic support and enrichment programming..

· Available to answer questions related to programs at Unity Community Center.
· Obtain and maintain a food service handlers certification; assure compliance with McLean County Health Department food permit rules and regulations, and maintain inventory of food and sanitation supplies.

· Participates in staff development and professional development opportunities.

· Submit contact reports, activity reports and program reports on a monthly basis.

Fundraising Opportunities:  
Save the date!  22nd Annual Marcfirst Bowl-A-Thon is on Saturday, February 7th at AMF Circle Lanes in Bloomington, Illinois. Come roll with us! Please join us for a fun day of bowling, food, surprise guests and a silent auction all to benefit people with developmental disabilities supported by Marcfirst. Registration and more information is available online at http://www.marcfirst.org/bowl-a-thon.shtml. For more information please contact Stephanie at (309)451-8888 ext.258 or by email at stephanieadomaitis@marcfirst.org. This event is sponsored by Integrity Technology Solutions. 
Volunteer Opportunities:  

Become a PATH Hotline Volunteer:  Adult volunteers are needed to answer phones on the 24-hour hotline. Volunteering your time on the hotline offers a rewarding experience and a great opportunity to give back to your community.  A complete training program and professional back-up is provided. Our training program teaches you everything you need to know, including communication techniques and community resources. The next 8-week training class session begins January 29th. If interested, the volunteer application is available on-line at www.pathcrisis.org. Classroom training meets on Thursdays from 6 to 9 pm. Questions? Call Jared at 834-0541 or 2-1-1.

Want to do something truly meaningful in 2015? Make a resolution to help a child in foster care! Become a CASA volunteer. You don’t need to know how. We will train you and stand by your side as you advocate for your child. 
So, what is it? “CASA” stands for Court Appointed Special Advocate.  We train volunteers, like you, to assist children as they navigate their way through the foster care system. You will learn to become the voice for children who often cannot speak for themselves. You will report to the court how your child is doing and what your child needs to flourish. 

Okay, but, why does this matter? Children in foster care who have a CASA volunteer, like you, have a much brighter future. They do better in school, get better health care, and find a permanent loving home faster than those children without an advocate. YOU are the key to their bright future. 

Make 2015 count! The next training will be held March 30 – May 18, 2015. Applications are due by January 31, 2015. For more information, contact Margie Jordan, CASA Program Director, at 309-888-5852 or margie.jordan@mcleancountyil.gov.   

YWCA Girls Be U seeking volunteers/interns - The YWCA’s Girls Be U program is looking for volunteers/interns to help empower teen girls in the community. Duties may include transportation, community outreach, recruitment, group activities, curriculum planning, and other areas as needed. Your expertise and interest will be taken into consideration. Hours are flexible, however assistance is especially needed on Wednesday evenings during the program (February 18-April 22) and 3-4 hours per week is desired. Please contact Nelicia Butler for more information at nbutler@ywcamclean.org or call (309) 662-0461, ext. 263.

The next Path-O-Gram will go out on Monday, January 26th.  Please have pieces submitted electronically by Friday, January 23rd.

If you would like to subscribe or unsubscribe from the Path-O-Gram please e-mail cbeck@pathcrisis.org.

All information is printed as it is received (cut and pasted), if you have any questions about a specific listing please contact the appropriate agency.  If you would like to submit an item for publication please send a paragraph or two about your announcement electronically to cbeck@pathcrisis.org.  Fliers and graphics cannot be included but we can include a link to your website.  
The Path-O-Gram is sent out every other week.   Current and previous issues, as well as “Special Editions” and more can be found on our website: www.pathcrisis.org, under community resources.[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3.png]
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