[image: image1][image: image6.jpg]FPAITI

PROVIDING ACCESS TO HELP



 



 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1



PATH’s Community Resource Seminars – 2014-2015.  We want to answer your questions about our local system of social services -- register today for our ½ day (4 hour) training!  The cost is $35/individual, plus $25 (optional and special seminar rate) for the McLean/DeWitt/Livingston County PATH Directory or $20 for the McLean County only Directory.  Both go hand-in-hand with the seminar content.  Our next half-day seminar is Thursday, May 21st.  Seminars run from 8:30 am-12:30 pm.  To register, contact Amanda at 834-0580 or download the registration brochure from our web site www.pathcrisis.org, you can find the form under Community Resources.
NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY 

The City of Bloomington, Department of Planning and Code Enforcement, Community Development Division, announces the availability of the City’s Draft Consolidated Plan covering the period May 1, 2015 to April 30, 2020.  This Plan is required by the Department of Housing and Community Development (HUD) for Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funding for the stated time period.  In addition, a list of proposed projects for the May, 2015 – April, 2016 fiscal year has also been provided.

The Draft Plan emphasizes funding in the following areas:

Infrastructure Improvement in Low/Moderate Income Census Tracts

Affordable Housing Development

Rehabilitation of Income Eligible Single-family Owner-Occupied Dwellings

Public Service Funding—Not to Exceed 15% of the Annual Grant

Program Administration Costs

Demolition of deteriorated, vacant and/or abandoned structures

Public Facility Improvements

Citizens wishing to comment on this Draft Plan or proposed activities may do so by contacting the Community Development Division, Government Center, P.O. Box 3157, 115 E. Washington St., 2nd floor, Bloomington, (309) 434-2342 or e-mail jtoney@cityblm.org.  Effective Monday, February 23, 2015, copies of the draft will be available at this office, at the City Clerk’s office at City Hall, 109 East Olive St., Bloomington, at the Bloomington Public Library and on the City of Bloomington’s website, www.cityblm.org  Comments received in writing prior to March 25, 2010, will be considered for final Plan submission to HUD.

In addition, a public hearing on the draft plan and proposed expenditure of Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds for FY 2015-2020, will be held on Monday, March 23, 2015, during the City Council Meeting.  The hearing is open to the public. The council meeting is at 7:00 p.m., in the City Hall Council Chambers, 109 E. Olive Street, Bloomington.

Participation of all residents, including non-English speaking and physical, visual or hearing impaired individuals are encouraged to respond.  Individuals with impairments are asked to notify the office a minimum of 3 days in advance, at 309-434-2244, of their intent to participate so that appropriate accommodations can be made.

Jennifer Toney, Grants Coordinator, Planning and Code Enforcement Department, Email: jtoney@cityblm.org
P.O. Box 3157, Bloomington, IL   61702-3157, Phone: 309-434-2342, FAX: 309-434-2801
Save the Date:  Money Smart Week, April 18-25

Plan to attend, 100 classes will be available.  Make your choices early by picking up the calendar of events brochure at one of these locations: YWCA, 1201 N. Hershey Rd, Heartland Community College at the
Work Force Development Center help desk on the first floor in the main lobby, the Bloomington Public Library, and at the Extension Office, front desk. The Extension has moved to 1615 Commerce Parkway.  
Pratt Music Foundation Music Lesson Scholarships:
Do you know a student who would benefit from private music lessons for piano and strings but who is restricted by finances?
The Pratt Music Foundation’s mission is to provide talented youth an opportunity to enhance their musical ability through private lessons. Music lessons are expensive and simply not an option for some children and families: this is where the Pratt Music Foundation comes in. The Foundation grants full music lesson scholarships to the Illinois Wesleyan University Music Preparatory Program.

Instruction is available in piano or strings (violin, viola, cello).  Music scholarships are awarded to area students in grades K through 12 each spring, and are based on financial need, motivation, and talent.

Applications are due by June 1. Each scholarship covers one school year of instruction, starting in the fall (2015-2016) and includes summer lessons (2016). Free music books are supplied from the Music Shoppe. 

Downloadable applications are available: Go to www.PrattMusicFoundation.com.  For questions or to request an application, call 309-827-5534, or email prattmusicfoundation@gmail.com. 
Love and Logic - The Baby Fold will be hosting Love and Logic for Parents on Saturday, April 25 from 9:30am-12:30pm presented by Kris Baber and Kathy Case.  Love and Logic is a discipline model for raising responsible and respectful children while increasing the joy in your house.  You will learn techniques to; eliminate power struggles with your children, follow through on consequences in a way that gives children a chance to learn from their own mistakes instead of focusing on the parent’s anger, teach your children the lifelong skill of problem solving, and a method for turning parent’s words into gold!  In a society filled with new challenges every day, Love and Logic is a way to increase every family member’s belief in their own abilities and a chance to bring more fun into our homes.
Cost:  $10 per person or $15 per couple.  You may pay at the door.  No credit or debit cards.  Scholarships are available for families in need, request when you call. 
Reservations:  Please call or email Julie at 309-451-7218 or jstoll@thebabyfold.org for your reservation.
Training Site:  The Baby Fold Training Center, 612 Oglesby Ave., Normal (Oglesby Ave. is off of Beech St. in Normal).
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) is a program designed to help low and moderate-income taxpayers ($35,000 if single with no children or $55,000 if single with children or married) complete their Federal and Illinois tax returns and file them electronically at NO COST to them.
VITA volunteers do have previous knowledge or experience with preparing tax returns. VITA services are offered through the Bloomington-Normal VITA Foundation and Mt. Moriah Christian Church

DAY: 
Tuesday & Thursdays
5:00 – 7:45pm

LOCATION:  Heartland Community College, 1500 W. Raab Rd, Normal IL, Workforce Development Center, Room 3601

DAY: 
Wednesdays


5:00 – 7:45pm

LOCATION: Mid Central Community Action. 1301 W. Washington St, Bloomington, IL 

DAY: 
Fridays


9:30am – 2:00pm (By appointment only: call 309-888-9099)

LOCATION: Normal Activity Center, 1110 Douglas St, Normal, IL

DAY: 
Mondays   


5:00 – 7:45pm & Saturdays 9:00 – 11:45am

LOCATION: Bloomington Housing Authority, 104 E. Wood St, Bloomington, IL

DAY:
Mondays  


2:00 – 6:00pm (February Only) 


Wednesdays 


2:00 – 6:00pm & Fridays 2:00 – 6:00pm

LOCATION: Mount Moriah Christian Church, 510 E. Washington St, Bloomington, IL 

Please bring:

* Tax information such as W-2, 1099, etc
* Social Security cards (or ITINs) for all persons on the return

* Government issued picture ID

* Copy of your 2013 Federal Tax Return

FREE tax sites open January 28 – April 13
MCLP Graduation Celebration Hosts Visionary Leader—April 25 at ISU

What does this community have to celebrate? Come hear visionary leader, D. Dontae Latson, address the 2015 graduating class of the Multicultural Leadership Program (MCLP) on Saturday, April 25 in the Brown Ballroom at Illinois State University. Join MCLP Class of 2015 graduates, alumni, and local community leaders for this inspirational celebration! 

How does a 10-year old boy with an arrest record find his way to a life of service, leadership and passion for building collaborative communities?  “I went from being an angry young man to someone who believes in the power of the indomitable human spirit, the beauty of community, and the strength of connectivity.” Latson shared. Growing up in the Washington, D.C. suburb of Seat Pleasant, Latson watched his hometown transform from a family neighborhood to an area ravaged by street violence and the 1980’s crack cocaine epidemic. Latson’s story is one of resilience, compassion and commitment to “paying it forward” for future generations. 

Come celebrate with MCLP and YWCA President and CEO, D. Dontae Latson. Witness the potential of the MCLP graduates and community supporters. Hear Latson’s story and discover how much this community has to celebrate!
Social hour begins at 6:00 pm in the Brown Ballroom, followed by dinner and graduation 7:00-9:00 pm Tickets for the celebration can be purchased individually or in tables of eight at www.bn-mclp.org. Deadline for best ticket prices is April 5th. 

About MCLP: The Multicultural Leadership Program offers an intense, comprehensive leadership development curriculum. This year’s graduating class consists of 26 participants who engaged in the MCLP leadership journey from July 2014 through March 2015. Learn more about MCLP at www.bn-mclp.org. 

Join us April 25th to celebrate this year’s MCLP graduates, their five community project partners, and the community supporters who have made MCLP possible.

For information contact:  Sonya Mau, MCLP Executive Director at execdirector@bn-mclp.org or phone 309-556-3998.

Darkness to Light is a Child Sexual Abuse Prevention and Response Program for adults. This is a national program proven to increase knowledge of child sexual abuse and change the way adults protect children. The Darkness to Light Program is designed to train professionals and volunteers who work with children in a variety of settings. During the program, participants will learn to recognize the warning signs of child abuse and learn to react responsibly to child sexual abuse through the “5 Steps to Protecting Our Children”.

Child Abuse Statistics:
· 1 in every 4 girls and 1 in every 6 boys are sexually abused before their 18th birthday

· More than 90% of children who are sexually abused know and trust their abuser

· Child sexual abuse may increase the likelihood of drug and alcohol dependency, eating disorders, teen pregnancy and violent crime, and the effects can last for years

· 70% of all reported sexual assaults involve children as victims

· Nearly 40% of children that are sexually abused are abused by older children

Child abuse and neglect occurs even in our community, and on a daily basis. Raising awareness and shedding light on this dark secret is the Child Protection Network’s mission. Join us for our next prevention session scheduled for April 10, 2015 from 11-1:30 pm, here at the Child Protection Network. To register or for further information, please contact Mary Pat Frugo-Anderson at 309-888-5771 or Margie Jordan at 309-888-5852.

Mayors Manor is accepting applications for open efficiency units: Mayors Manor is a Permanent Supportive Housing Program for individuals who are homeless, disabled, AND have low income.  Applicants must meet all of the above criteria.  A documented disability could be someone receiving Social Security benefits, receiving mental health treatment, and/or someone who has been in treatment for substance abuse issues.  Please stop by Mayors Manor located at 504 West Washington St. in Bloomington to pick up an application.  When returning a completed application, the following documentation will also need to be submitted:  a copy of a state ID card, birth certificate, and social security card.
University of Illinois Extension is partnering with OSF St. James Diabetes Support Group to bring you Eating Well as You Age. Our food choices can make an important difference in how we look and feel as we get older. Learn which foods supply the nutrients that are especially important for us as we age. We’ll also discuss current research on the possible benefits of probiotics and prebiotics to strengthen the immune system. The program will be held April 7, 2015 at OSF St. James Hospital’s Main Floor Conference Room from 6:00-7:00 pm.
University of Illinois Extension is partnering with OSF St. Joseph Center for Healthy Lifestyles to bring you Small Appliances: The Superheroes of the Kitchen. Do you use your stand mixer, food processor, blender or slow cooker to their full capacity? Get creative ideas, tips, and a booklet of recipes for putting these appliances to good use. Menu includes: Whole Grain Bread using the stand mixer’s dough hook, Homemade Peanut Butter with sliced apples using the food processor, and Sunrise Smoothies using the blender. The program will be held April 2, 2015 from 5:30-7:00 pm at OSF St. Joseph’s Center for Healthy Lifestyles. The cost to attend is $20. To register, call toll-free 1-888-627-5673 or online at www.osfstjoseph.org/calendar.
ILLINOIS STATE UNIVERSITY TO CELEBRATE NATIONAL WALKING DAY WITH CAMPUS WALK, HEALTH ACTIVITIES & PRIZES 

WHAT: Illinois State University Campus Recreation will encourage health and fitness in honor of National Walking Day. The free event will include a campus walk led by Reggie Redbird, fitness demonstrations, healthy activities from campus and community organizations and heart-healthy food. Participants can visit the booths and complete activities for a stamp on a card that will put them into a drawing for a FitBit and for prize gift certificates. 

National Walking Day is locally sponsored by Advocate BroMenn Medical Center. 

WHEN:
Wednesday, April 1st 

          
Activities start at 11:30 am
     
Warm-up at 12:05 with campus walk stepping off immediately after

WHERE:
Schroeder Plaza on the Quad

     
Illinois State University

    
403 W. College Ave., Normal

WHY: Take the first step to a healthier life by taking part in the American Heart Association's National Walking Day! On this day, Americans are encouraged to lace up their sneakers and take 30 minutes out of their day to get up and walk. Just 30 minutes of walking each day has been proven to:
· Reduce your risk of coronary heart disease and stroke

· Improve your blood pressure, blood sugar levels and blood lipid profile

· Maintain your body weight and lower the risk of obesity

· Enhance your mental well-being

· Reduce your risk of osteoporosis

· Reduce your risk of breast and colon cancer

· Reduce your risk of non-insulin dependent (type 2) diabetes
Companies can coordinate National Walking Day events of their own using the American Heart Association’s toolkit, which includes a how-to planning guide, posters, fliers and information on the benefits of walking. Sign up today at www.heart.org/nationalwalkingday. 

YWCA BABYSITTING CLINIC MARCH 25 and 26 - The YWCA Babysitting Clinic still has spaces open! The clinic offers training in basic safety, first aid, emergency procedures, age-appropriate activities, and tips for acquiring clients. Participants must be 11 years old. Cost for two-day clinic is $40. Certification is awarded to those who complete all sessions and pass a test. The clinic will be held Wednesday and Thursday, March 25 and 26 from 1-5 pm at YWCA McLean County, 1201 N. Hershey Road, Bloomington. Please visit www.ywcamclean.org to register. 
Heartland Community College (HCC) offers free GED, ESL and Skills for Success classes! Call 268-8180.
GED: Do you know someone who needs a GED?  Let HCC help.  Studies will include reading, writing, social studies, science, and math. HCC can also prepare students for the U.S and Illinois Constitution exams, if necessary. Enroll now and begin classes by April 13th.

ESL: Do you know someone who needs to improve in their ability to speak English.  We can help with that too.  Students will improve in their ability to speak, listen, read, and write English.  Enroll now and begin classes by April 6th. 

Skills for Success: Do you know someone who needs to build workplace readiness skills—basic computer skills, résumé & cover letter development, and interviewing skills. There is a three-week basic computer skills class followed by a nine-week employability skills session. Enroll now and begin class by Tuesday April 7th. 

GED and ESL, and Skills for Success classes are FREE and help learners move to the next level of the ladder to success.  If interested in more information please contact 268-8180. 

SEXUAL ASSAULT AWARENESS MONTH EVENTS

April is Sexual Assault Awareness month and YWCA McLean County Stepping Stones will be holding events throughout the month and partnering with other organizations to help awareness around sexual assault. Save the date for the following events!

Teal Ribbon Ceremony: Thursday, April 2  |  2 pm  |  Heartland Community College
Clothesline Project: Tuesday, April 7  |  5-7 pm |  YWCA McLean County
Walk a Mile in Her Shoes®:  Saturday, April 18  |  11 am-1 pm |  McLean County Museum of History
Brave Miss World: Tuesday, April 21  |  6-8:30 pm  |  Illinois State University
Take Back the Night: Tuesday, April 28  |  6-8:30 pm |  McLean County Museum of History
To learn more about any of these events, please visit www.ywcamclean.org.

YWCA ACCEPTING NOMINATIONS FOR WOMEN OF DISTINCTION AND WINGS AWARDS

YWCA McLean County is now accepting nominations for the 26th annual Women of Distinction awards, which recognizes local women for their contributions in one of the following areas: arts and entertainment, business, education, professions, social service and vo​​lunteer service. 

Nominees should be women who have demonstrated qualities of leadership and excellence in their professional and personal lives as well as a commitment to improving McLean County through work-related and volunteer activities. Previous nominees may be re-nominated.

WINGS Award applications are also being accepted. This financial award, up to $1,500, is sponsored by past Women of Distinction recipients and is awarded annually to a Woman to Improve her skills for a Notable purpose, which allows her to Grow professionally and to achieve Success. Applicants must demonstrate a commitment to professional and personal growth as well as service in McLean County.

Nominations for Women of Distinction and WINGS applications are due by 5 pm, Friday, April 10. Nominations are accepted online at www.ywcamclean.org/womenofdistinction or you may print the form and send it to YWCA McLean County, 1201 N. Hershey Road, Bloomington.
YWCA YOUNG WONDERS SUMMER CAMP REGISTRATION OPEN

Early registration is now available for YW summer camp! Summer camp will follow the adventures of selected Magic Tree books this year and will incorporate adventures and learning into activities that include science, arts and crafts, cooking projects, games and physical activities, weekly field trips, swimming, music, and gardening. A light breakfast, catered lunch, and afternoon snack are provided for each child daily.

Early Registration is February 23-March 27 with a reduced nonrefundable registration fee of $25

· Register and pre-pay for any portion of camp and be entered to win one FREE week of camp

· Register and pre-pay for the entire summer (10 weeks) and receive one week of camp FREE (you will also be entered to win and additional one week for free)

Regular Registration is March 28-May 15 and has nonrefundable registration fee of $40.

Late Registration is May 15 through the rest of the summer and has a nonrefundable registration fee of $50.

Please visit www.ywcamclean.org or call (309) 662-7826 to register or for more information. Financial assistance is available for summer camp, please call to find out more.
CHILDHOOD EXPOSURE TO VIOLENCE WEEK
April 20-24, 2015 is Childhood Exposure to Violence Prevention week. Help us celebrate the week by participating in our Children’s Art & Awareness exhibit. 

HOW TO PARTICIPATE: The theme is “Who’s Your Superhero.” Children should draw with the following in mind: Is there a special person or place in your community that helps you feel protected?

Artwork that best encompasses the theme will be selected to be displayed during Childhood Exposure to Violence Prevention week (April 20-24) at participating agencies and community partners within Bloomington-Normal. 

CONTEST GUIDELINES: Entries must relate to the theme “Who’s Your Superhero”, Children of any age can enter, all drawings should be on 8 1/2 x 11 paper, all entries must include the child’s first name, age, and agency or city, deadline for entries is Friday, April 3, submit artwork to: Children’s Home + Aid 403 S. State Street Bloomington, IL 61701 (309) 827-0374.

Please contact Jeannie Higdon at (309) 834-5258 and jhigdon@childrenshomeandaid.org.
Employment Opportunities:  
PATH is seeking a full-time trainer who will be responsible for training new volunteers, maintaining community relationships with all the colleges and universities, and oversee the process of on-going education.
Skills needed: Dynamic speaker, some experience with evaluation of others, some supervision experience, and the ability to work training nights (usually 1 night at week for 11 weeks, 3 times a year). Prefer someone with PATH experience even if it has been some years.

Full benefits package; salary determined by experience and skills.

Email cover letter, resume, and 3 references (do not need reference letters) with contact information to:

Kzangerle@pathcrisis.org. 

Direct Support Professional—MARCFIRST - Marcfirst is seeking motivated and caring individuals to work with developmentally and physically disabled adults in residential settings in the Bloomington-Normal area.  Direct Support Professionals assist in providing opportunities and assistance in areas of work, recreation, and community inclusion. Full time and part time positions available.  Hours vary including days, evenings, overnights, and weekends.  Qualifications include: High School Diploma or GED, good written and verbal communication skills, valid Illinois Driver's License, and good standing driving record. Must pass background check.  Employment application can be found at www.marcfirst.org. For more information contact amberjohnson@marcfirst.org or (309) 451-8888 ext 221.  
YWCA JOB OPPORTUNITIES - YWCA is hiring for summer camp positions, a project specialist, and a kitchen specialist! To view positions and apply please visit www.ywcamclean.org
THE BABY FOLD - Employment Opportunities:

· Child Welfare Specialist, full-time: Full-time foster care caseworker.  B.S. in social work or related field required. Foundations training and relevant experience preferred.  
· Family Therapist, full-time: Provide in-home services for families in crisis that were formed through adoption or subsidized guardianship. MSW or related master’s degree and LCPC/LCSW or eligibility for licensure required.  Previous clinical experience preferred. Extensive travel throughout Central Illinois required.
· Helpdesk & Tech Support, full-time: Assist with helpdesk response, computer maintenance, PC/network administration, tech support, and telecommunications.  Proficiency with software/ hardware support and ability to manage multiple projects required. Previous experience strongly preferred. 
· Residential Treatment Specialist, full-time: Provide, care, supervision, and behavioral intervention for children ages 6-13, in need of specialized mental health treatment, who are enrolled in and residing in the residential treatment center.  1-11PM, 4 days/wk. Must be at least 21 years old. B.S. in human services field or B.S. in other field with two years of relevant experience required. Part-time: Various morning, evening, and weekend hours. 
Apply online at www.TheBabyFold.org or 108 E. Willow Street in Normal.

Fundraising Opportunities:  
CHEF’s FOR PATH Tickets are now on sale.  Join us for our 7th annual gala on Thursday, April 9th at the Bloomington Center for Performing Arts.  This event involves a culinary challenge featuring five area restaurants.  Included in the evening are tasting rounds for the audience to choose the finalists for the live cooking finale as well as both silent and live auctions.  Each chef will be provided the same food items from Sysco Foods, these items typically include proteins, starches and vegetables.  There is a list of acceptable items that can be used from the chef’s own pantry and then each competitor will have a Fresh Market gift card to enhance their dishes.  Each ingredient used needs to be included in every serving.  After guests complete the tasting round and vote for their favorite, the two finalists will compete in a live cook-off with a mystery basket.  They will have a short time to design their menu and then cooking begins.  During the cook-off there will be a live auction which will include dining experiences from each of the competitors as well as other outstanding items.  There is also a silent auction during the event as well as a cash bar where our signature event drink “The Path-tini” can be obtained.

Tickets: Tickets are $75/each.  Tables hold 8 people and when you purchase a table you can name it. 

Bottles of wine may be preordered and are $30 each.  (Chardonnay, Moscato, Pinot Grigio, Cabernet Sauvignon and Merlot will be available.)  To obtain tickets call Cathy Beck at 309-834-0507.  There are a limited number of tickets available and this event sells out every year.

Main Sponsor:  Sysco Foods

Event Goal: To raise much needed funds to benefit PATH and help us to continue to serve those in need.  **We are looking for event sponsors and items for our live and silent auctions.  Interested parties can                                 contact Cathy Beck at 309-834-0507 or cbeck@pathcrisis.org for additional information.

Defending Champion: Troy Tomlinson from Biaggi’s

Challengers: Manny Martinez from Baxter’s, Ron Henry from the Bloomington Country Club, Stu Hummel from Epiphany Farms and Richard Lozada from Westminster Village
Homes of Hope is partnering with Potbelly's on Main Street on March 31st from 5-9pm.' You've gotta eat', so why not eat at Potbelly's and support a great cause! Just go in, order, and 10% of the proceeds are donated to Homes of Hope, Inc. We appreciate your support, thank you!
Homes of Hope is also partnering with Merlot and A Masterpiece this month. On Wednesday, March 25th from 6-8pm, we will be creating a beautiful tulip painting, we are ready for spring! Here is the link if you wish to join in on the fun. Sangria and snacks will be provided. Please arrive 15 minutes early for parking.

http://www.eventbrite.com/e/homes-of-hope-fundraiser-tickets-15394423134
Homes of Hope’s 6th annual car show is being held at the Mackinaw Winery on June 7th (rain date June 14) located at 33633 State Route 9 in Mackinaw 61755. We will have food, live music provided by the Stevill Dan Band and Lost Haven, 2 person bag tournaments, bake sale, raffle and prizes. 
Give us a ‘Like’ on Facebook if you haven’t already and follow us on Twitter, the links are below.

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Homes-of-Hope-Inc-Normal-IL/197749143585711
https://twitter.com/HOfH_BloNo.
CELEBRATING 50 years of Mid Central Community Action with ‘MCCA in MAY’! 

Join us this May & help celebrate 50 years of MCCA! 

Seeds of Change Gala – Friday, May 1st 

Mid Central Community Action invites you to our 5th Annual ‘Seeds of Change’ gala.  It will be an exciting night celebrating our accomplishments and sharing our vision for the future! 

Our reception brings back many popular activities from years past including… our Classy Bag Lady auction, our Mystery Wine Activity and Flower Pot Raffle.  We will also have some fun items to honor our anniversary! 

Tickets are $50 per person or $450 for a table of 10.  

Guests can register using one of the following ways: 

Website: www.mccainc.org/seedsofchange 

Phone: 309-834-9239

Mail: MCCA, Seeds of Change, 1301 W. Washington, Bloomington, IL 61701

‘Drive Out’ Domestic Violence & Homelessness Golf Outing – Monday, May 18th 

Mid Central Community Action will host our 2nd Annual ‘Drive Out’ Domestic Violence & Homelessness Golf Outing to benefit our Countering Domestic Violence Programs and Mayors Manor.  

Held at the beautiful Crestwicke Country Club, guests will enjoy 18 holes of golf, lunch, happy hour, dinner and live auction.  

Individual golfers are $150 or a Golf Foursome is $550.  

Guests can register using one of the following ways:

Website: www.mccainc.org/golfouting
Phone: 309-834-9239

Mail: MCCA, Golf Outing, 1301 W. Washington, Bloomington, IL 61701 

Interested in supporting these exciting events through sponsorship or auction item donation?  Contact Kristen Sand for more information at 309.834.2954 or kristens@mccainc.org. 
CELEBRATING THE BEAUTY WITHIN FASHION EXPLOSION
"Celebrating the Beauty Within" presents the 2015 Fashion Explosion on Sunday, March 29 at Illinois Wesleyan University Memorial Center at 4 p.m. Tickets to the event are a $15 donation. This year's event proceeds will support YWCA McLean County Stepping Stones. Buy tickets here! Learn more here.

Sofia's House of Style Inc. continuously presents an amazing annual fashion showcase promoting and empowering women, men, and children from all walks of life.

***Models are still needed! Various races, ethnicity, body types, and heights wanted! Please contact Sofia if you are interested at sofiar744@gmail.com or (309)310-3185.
Taking Steps to End Child Abuse” 5th Annual 5K/ 1 Mile Walk will be held on Sunday, April 19 from 12-4.  To learn about volunteer opportunities contact, Aleisha Guerrettaz at aguerrettaz@childrenshomeandaid.org. Or to register for the run or walk check out the link.  First 100 participants to register receive a free t-shirt, there will be a small $10 fee thereafter.
Volunteer Opportunities:  

Blue Bow Family Fun Night is April 21st from 4-6… If you would like to volunteer please contact, Aleisha Guerrettaz at aguerrettaz@childrenshomeandaid.org. Or if you would just like to join us for the festivities it will be located at the Scott Early Learning Center, 1119 Taylor St. Bloomington, IL 61701



The Scott Early Learning Center and the Crisis Nursery are always looking for On-Going volunteers.  If you would like to make a difference in your local community, please reach out to Aleisha Guerrettaz, aguerrettaz@childrenshomeandaid.org to learn more about the available opportunities. 
Volunteer Hosts Needed for Lincoln Program in July - Planning is underway for the 2015 “Encounters with Lincoln’s Bloomington” event to be held in Downtown Bloomington Friday, July 17, as part of Lincoln’s Festival in Bloomington. Volunteer hosts are needed at performance sites that evening. Last year, the event drew about 200 visitors, and we anticipate higher attendance this year with the interest in the Lincoln Funeral Train observance. 

  

We will schedule two volunteers at each performance site, and those individuals will remain at the same sites during the event, which runs from 5 to 8 p.m. Volunteers will need to attend a one-hour advance training session, perhaps the Saturday before (July 11). The training session will include visits to locations inside the McLean County Museum of History and one or two sites in nearby buildings on the Square. Site hosts will need to arrive by 4 p.m. the day of the event in order to see all the skits and get ready at their assigned sites. With the training session, the total amount of volunteer time will be five hours. Those who wish to be part of the event, but cannot stay for the entire four hours that night are also welcome to volunteer and attend the training session. 

  

A general description of this event is included below. For more information and to register as a volunteer site host for the 2015 "Encounters with Lincoln’s Bloomington" program, please contact Lynda Straw by e-mail at raymond.straw@frontier.com . 


"Encounters with Lincoln's Bloomington" - The end of the Civil War and the assassination of Abraham Lincoln keenly affected Bloomington area residents. These events and their aftermath will be highlighted in the 2015 “Encounters with Lincoln’s Bloomington” presentation to be held Friday, July 17. 

  

This year’s vignettes featuring members of the Historic Acting Troupe will include portrayals of local people who experienced the war on the battlefield and the home front, and those who mourned and honored Lincoln as his funeral train passed through town. Stories of how our community responded to the plight of war widows and orphans, as well as the changing role of single women in America, will also be shared. 

  

“Encounters with Lincoln’s Bloomington” showcases our many connections to Lincoln with performances in historic Downtown buildings situated around the square where Lincoln once walked. 

Crossroads Handcrafts of the World is a Fair Trade store located at 428 N. Main Street in downtown Bloomington. Our mission is to provide low income artisans and farmers a market for the work of their hands assuring them a fair return for their labor. Our shop is run by volunteers and is open Monday-Saturday from 10 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  We ask our volunteers to commit to 2 shifts per month from either 10 a.m.-1:30 p.m. or 1:30 p.m.-5:00 p.m. If you are interested in being part of a team whose vision is a world affirming all persons and the preservation of the health of our planet, then please come to our store to pick up a volunteer application.
The American Red Cross will be holding a Smoke Alarm Installation Rally in Bloomington as part of their Home Fire Preparedness Campaign.  The event will take place on Saturday, April 18th from 9:00 am – 2:00 pm and they are in need of volunteers. 

Volunteer Job Descriptions:
Installer - Responsible for installing smoke alarms with the resident’s permission, and within manufacturer’s and program guidelines.

Documenter - Responsible for ensuring the correct documentation forms are completed and keeping track of supplies

Safety Educator - Responsible for reviewing a fire safety checklist with the resident, assisting the resident in completing a household disaster plan, and providing helpful safety information

 

Sign Up to Volunteer Today at:  American Red Cross Serving Central Illinois https://volunteerconnection.redcross.org/?nd=form__3949
 
Due to our gala fundraiser……

We will skip a week and the next Path-O-Gram will go out on Monday, April 13th.  Please have pieces submitted electronically by Friday, April 10th.
We will then go back to the previous schedule so while there will be three weeks before you get the next edition you will then get a Path-O-Gram two weeks in a row.


If you would like to subscribe or unsubscribe from the Path-O-Gram please e-mail cbeck@pathcrisis.org.

All information is printed as it is received (cut and pasted), if you have any questions about a specific listing please contact the appropriate agency.  If you would like to submit an item for publication please send a paragraph or two about your announcement electronically to cbeck@pathcrisis.org.  Fliers and graphics cannot be included but we can include a link to your website.  
The Path-O-Gram is sent out every other week.   Current and previous issues, as well as “Special Editions” and more can be found on our website: www.pathcrisis.org, under community resources.[image: image7.jpg]
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