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South Williamsport Area School District

Course Plan Template


	Teacher: Adam Rubert
	School Year: 2014 -2015

	Course: Personal Finance
	Intended Grade Level: 9-12

	Course Summary: 
Personal Finance is a fundamentals of financial decision making course.  Understanding personal financial literacy skills provides the basis for responsible citizenship, financial solvency, and career success. Throughout the semester students will develop a personal budget, compare cost of living, understand credit, investigate saving and investing options, explore borrowing money, and examine various types of insurance. These many subjects will be understood through learning basic economic concepts including:  scarcity, choice, and opportunity costs, the role of consumers, governments, and citizens.  The class will teach financial concepts as well as analytical tools for addressing economic issues both personal and societal.  

	Course Outcomes:
By the end of the course, students will know:
1. Apply a decision-making model to maximize consumer satisfaction when buying goods and services.

2. Evaluate services provided by financial deposit institutions to transfer funds.
By the end of the course, students will be able to:
1. Use a rational decision-making process as it applies to the roles of citizens, workers, and consumers.

2. Develop and evaluate a spending/savings plan.
3. Complete personalized Federal, State, and Local tax forms

4. Establish, maintain, and reconcile a personal checking account

5. Build and maintain personalized spreadsheets

	Standards Targeted

1. Use a rational decision-making process as it applies to maximizing consumer satisfaction when buying goods and services as a citizen, worker, and consumer.
2. Develop and evaluate a spending/savings plan

3. Evaluate saving & investing options to meet short & long term goals.

	Units of Study

	Units Topic
	Primary Learning Outcome

	Decision Making Process
	Apply the decision-making process to various types of decisions at different stages of the life cycle

	Budgeting
	Compare a personal spending plan with typical consumer spending as a tool for determining individual financial goals

	Saving & Investing
	Explain the role of saving and investing in creating a financial plan 

	Taxes
	Explain taxes and the effect they have on purchasing power

	Bank Accounts
	Evaluate Services and related costs associated with financial institutions in terms of personal banking needs

	Credit – Housing, Cars, & Credit Cards
	Explain the components of credit types and describe the importance to consumers

	Insurance – Life, Health, & Vehicle
	Develop a plan for family financial security in case of a disaster

	Course Wrap Up – Financial Planning & Final Project
	Develop a financial plan that encompasses all course unit plan materials

	Advanced Learner Recommendations

	· Lessen number of practice problems, accelerate to higher level questions/problems such as real world word problems.

· Allow more freedom when deciding how to solve a problem.

· More project-based assessments.

*Advanced Learners with GIEPs:  All Specially Design Instruction is followed as outlined by the student's Gifted Individualized Education Plan. 
*Advanced Learners without GIEPs:  performance-based assessments (ex: projects and papers), upper-level questioning, and critical thinking exercises.  


	Struggling Learner Recommendations

	· Decrease number and difficulty of assignments

· Allow students to correct failed assessments and explain process in order to receive a 70%

· Have two teachers available to assist students with the areas of difficulty

· Study guide materials

· Detailed reviews prior to quizzes and tests

· More project-based assessments  

*Struggling Learners with IEPs:  All accommodations/modifications are followed as outlined by the student's Individualized Education Plan.  Examples: extended time, small group testing, study guides, test read aloud, and modifications made to the regular education curriculum.

*Struggling Learners without IEPs: Available during the daily FLEX period to ask questions or review materials, restating of directions, project-based assessments (ex: projects, homework, notebook grades), and instruction that incorporates the different types of learning modalities (ex: visual, auditory, or kinesthetic).


� Indicate primary Standards emphasis: 


PA Core - Math / ELA / Science & Technology / History & Social Studies


National Content Standards (Name and Type)


Industry Recognized Standards (Name and Type)
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Course plans represent district curriculum.  They will be posted to building web pages accessible to the school and community.  

