Plainfield Garden Club Newsletter:  September 2004

President's Message
 

I had a very special summer visiting with family and friends despite all the rain and constantly growing crab grass and mushrooms in our yard!  I hope everyone's summer was full of fun and wonderful memories too!

Now, that everyone is back home and back to school, it is time to turn our attention to this year's The Plainfield Garden Club activities.  I'm sure everyone has received the new yearbooks, special thanks to Susan Fraser for all of the hard work she put into creating our most important club reference and resource.  Susan, thanks for keeping us all in the loop.

Carrol Keating and Mandy Zachariades did a fabulous job lining up very exciting programs for our general meetings.  I'm really looking forward to our Friday, September 24 program at the Frelinghuysen Arboretum in Morristown, a lecture on "New Jersey Country Homes: The Somerset Hills" I can't wait to see everyone there.

Let's not forget about the Shakespeare Garden so please try to fit in some weeding time this month on Wednesday or Thursday mornings. It needs our help!

All board members and committee chairpersons are invited to my house on Monday, September 20 at 12:30pm for our first PGC Board meeting.  If you can't make it, please call or email me any report you would like to give.

Happy bulb planting, Kathy

 

 

Conservation

Yearbook
A big thank you goes out to Editor Susan Fraser for including a correct listing of all our state and federal legislators including how to be in touch with them.  Please review this and familiarize yourself with who represents you.  I'll be calling upon you even more this year to influence the process of democracy.  The "cast of characters" may change a bit come
November.  If so, we'll provide you with an update.

Highlands
As everyone in New Jersey knows by now, state politics have been v-e-r-y interesting this summer.  I have just returned from a week in New York at the Republican National Convention, and, believe me, the talk among the New Jersey delegation was all about what was going on with the Democratic politicians.  However, I am pleased to share with you that, to my knowledge, the last major action of Gov. McGreevey before announcing his upcoming resignation was the passage and signing (on Aug. 10) of the Highlands
legislation we have been eagerly awaiting.  This measure in not without controversy, to be sure, but it is clearly a step in the right direction for the protection of this valuable natural resource.  This legislation passed in large part because of the actions of the Highlands Coalition, to which the GCA clubs in New Jersey are all members. Garden club members can make a difference!

Along that same note, I am pleased to announce that NJN Public Television has produced a program called The Highlands Rediscovered which will air on Mon., Oct. 11 at 9:00 PM and on Sat., Oct. 16 at 3:30 PM.  Mark your calendars.   This special program will focus on the natural history of the Highlands.  Besides its exquisite beauty, this region, as we have been
discussing this past two years, has been pointed to as northern New Jersey's best, last hope for clean water for the future.  This visual exploration of the wilderness and its importance to one of the most densely populated areas in the nation premieres on the dates above. Check out the website www.njn.net/television/highlights/o4october/highlandsrediscovered
 for more information, interviews with experts, images and other resources. Don't miss this program!

The public (including garden club members) is invited to a special screening of this documentary at Skylands in Ringwood State Park on Tuesday, Sept. 14. A one hour guided hike in the Highlands will immediately precede the screening.  The afternoon begins at 1:30 PM.  For more information and directions, call NJN at 609-777-0031 to RSVP.  Everyone is welcome!

Deer
I refer you to a wonderful website I have discovered which is being promoted by my town government for its citizens.  It is the website for SORT (Saving Our Resources Today).  The website is:
http://www.sort.org/
  Included you will find a section on Living with Nature regarding all aspects of living with deer.  It contains a large list of deer resistant plants.  Many of us like to plant in the fall when conditions are cooler.  Check out the list before choosing plants.  And remember to look for and encourage your local nursery to have a Native Plant section.

WANTED

Garden Club members to join the Conservation Committee.
Long hours, much to learn, low pay.
Rewards:  Making a real difference in our environment.

I've lost my co-chair since Valerie has resigned from the club and many of our committee members were not able to fully participate last year.  I personally regard this as the MOST IMPORTANT committee of any garden club in terms of the lasting effects and our legacy to the earth that we can have.  Please volunteer at the September meeting to be a part of this vital committee as we forge ahead with our club project regarding invasives and dealing with other issues of local, statewide, and national importance.  See you at the Sept. 24 meeting!

Elva
P.S.  Check out "Saving America's Wetlands" in the Aug.-Sept. issue of the
GCA Bulletin.

 

Horticulture

 
We have many things to look forward to in the fall – it is harvest time after all.
First of all there is the Harvest Show and Plant Sale at Frehlinghuysen Arboretum on Sept 24 which coincides with our first meeting. 
 
Our private tour of Greenwood Gardens is scheduled for September 21 from 1:30 until 3:00. 

The following ladies have signed up, so please car pool if possible: Darlene, Nancy, Elva, Bernadette, Mary, Tucker, Mandy, Lorraine, Julie, Janet, Bev, Sandy, Sally B., Evie, Diana, Kathy A., Sally K., Jane, Jeanne, and Judy. Directions from Broad Street in Westfield are as follows:
 
E BROAD ST/CR-12/CR-509.

Turn LEFT onto SPRINGFIELD AVE/CR-8/CR-577. Continue to follow CR-577.

Turn RIGHT onto MAPLE AVE.

Turn SLIGHT LEFT onto MAIN ST/CR-9. Continue to follow MAIN ST.

MAIN ST becomes OLD SHORT HILLS RD/CR-527.

End at 274 Old Short Hills Rd Short Hills NJ
 
How is that Swiss Chard doing? I will be taking a plant up myself so if anyone needs something transported, please let me know.
 
The date for the PX Propagation workshop at Frehlinghuysen is incorrect in the directory. The correct date is Tuesday, October 5. The workshop runs from 10 to 12:00. We will be signing up at the September meeting. Please bring clippers, gloves and an apron. 
 
See you soon. Darlene
 

New Member Reminder
 

Please keep in mind all your friends and neighbors while planning your calendar of Garden Club festivities.  Guests are always welcome in the garden and to our programs.  See the yearbook for more details on guests at the programs.  For instance, this upcoming meeting at the Frelignhuysen is a wonderful opportunity to bring a friend along.  

 

Diana

 

Photography

 
The Garden Club of Englewood is having an exciting show this fall with a photography component that sounds very interesting. The following are the rules and class descriptions. Make particular note of the deadline for submission if you are interested in entering.
 
1. Please read the General Rules.
2. All entries must have the class, exhibitor's name, address, phone number and garden club on the reverse side of the mat. Indicate the top of the photograph.
3. An exhibitor may not make more than one entry per class, but may enter more than one class.
4. All photographs must be mounted on off-white mat board no larger than 11"x14". Matting optional.
5. Cropping of an image and enhancement for color and clarity by any method, either in the darkroom or by digital manipulation is permitted in Classes I and II. Any method of manipulation, including removing a portion of the image, tearing or repositioning is allowed in Class III.
6. Photographs will be hung by the committee.
7. If a single plant or flower is featured, it must be correctly identified with the common and botanical names in the space provided on the entry card.
8. To be eligible for judging, all entries must be received by October 1, 2004. Please mail or hand-deliver entry to: Mrs. John Scott, 40 Lydecker St., Englewood, NJ 07631 201-569-3204. Photographs will be returned if the exhibitor provides a sturdy, self-addressed, stamped mailing envelope.


Division III
Photography Classes

Class I The Light Fantastic
Landscape
A. Color
B. Black and White
(Location to be noted on reverse of mat.) 

2. 
Class II The Twist
Flower Close-up
Color – digitally enhanced

Class III Pas de Deux
Adult teaching a child about the natural world:
garden, flora, woods, beach, etc.
A. Color
B. Black and White
Program
 

Friday, September 24
Frelinghuysen Arboretum

Morristown

10:00 AM    Plainfield Garden Club Meeting

11:00 AM    Author's Lecture:  New Jersey Country Homes:  The Somerset Hills
Box Lunch

 

Guests are welcome to lecture, lunch and New Jersey GCA plant sale

 

If unable to attend, please contact Susan Fraser (908) 232-3802 or SKF729@aol.com
 

 

 

	NEW JERSEY COUNTRY HOUSES 

THE
SOMERSET
HILLS
Volume 1
John K. Turpin and W. Barry Thomson
Introduction by Mark Alan Hewitt
Edited by Brooke Hyde Goode
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Books are on on sale now in local bookstores and libraries, including:
The Book Shop
83 South Street
Morristown, NJ 07960
973-539-2165
  

The Bookworm
Bernardsville, NJ
908-766-4599 


Borders Books & Music
290 Commons Way   
Bridgewater, NJ 08807
908-231-0111 

Califon Bookshop
72 Main Street
Califon, NJ 07830-4304
908-832-6686
Clarence Dillon Public Library
Bedminster, NJ
908-234-2325
The Eagle's Nest
Route 202
between Morristown & Bernardsville, NJ
908-766-1372 

Mendham Books
Mendham, NJ
973-543-4949
 

Romo Books
Far Hills, NJ
908-234-9466
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During the decades following the Civil War, the United States experienced tremendous economic growth and the concomitant accumulation of enormous wealth by a select, but growing and increasingly interrelated, group of industrialists and ﬁnanciers who were determined to join the ranks of the established upper class. To assimilate themselves into society, these new plutocrats lavishly spent their newfound wealth to acquire all of the physical manifestations of the aristocratic life, including large country houses in one or more of the country’s exclusive residential “colonies,” such as Newport, Rhode Island; Bar Harbor, Maine; Lenox, Massachusetts; the Main Line outside Philadelphia; the Hudson River Valley of New York—and the Somerset Hills of New Jersey. These great country estates were intended to be examples of conspicuous consumption and the pursuit of leisure and a blatant statement of the owner’s social standing.
New Jersey Country Houses: The Somerset Hills chronicles the country estates that were built in the rolling countryside of Somerset and Morris counties from the 1870s through the Great Depression. Volume I covers more than sixty houses that were constructed prior to World War I, and Volume II will cover the proliﬁc estate-building activity that took place between the two world wars. Volume II will also include biographies of the architects and landscape architects whose work is represented in the Somerset Hills, as well as a complete index and bibliography covering both volumes.
Volume I is illustrated with nearly 250 vintage black and white and contemporary color images, as well as a thoroughly researched text describing the fascinating families of ﬁnanciers, inventors, industrialists, attorneys, public officials, and celebrities who built or owned these beautiful houses and the architects and landscape architects who designed them. Fine examples of the work of some of the most prominent and inﬂuential architects of the era are represented in the Somerset Hills—including the greatest concentration of the domestic commissions of local resident George Browne Post and his sons. Other noted architects whose work can be seen in these volumes are Carrère & Hastings; Lamb & Rich; Grosvenor Atterbury; Delano & Aldrich; Cross & Cross; John Russell Pope; Napoleon Le Brun & Sons; Henry Janeway Hardenbergh; Francis Burrall HoΩman Jr.; Montague Flagg; Guy Lowell; Renwick, Aspinwall & Owen; Mott B. Schmidt; and Lord, Hewlett & Hull, among others. The work of some of the ﬁnest landscape architects of the period—including the Olmsted ﬁrm, Ellen Biddle Shipman, James Leal Greenleaf, Charles Wellford Leavitt Jr., Ruth Bramley Dean, and Brinley & Holbrook—is also well-represented in the Somerset Hills.
More than just a visual treat, New Jersey Country Houses: The Somerset Hills is also a social, historical, and architectural journey through one of the country’s most prominent and private residential enclaves. With an introduction by well-known architect, author, teacher, and architectural historian Mark Alan Hewitt, the book places these great country houses in the broader context of a dynamic and fascinating period in American history.
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Authors John K. Turpin (right) and W. Barry Thomson grew up in the Somerset Hills on properties that were once part of estates featured in this work. Their lifelong fascination with architecture and local history, as well as their extensive knowledge of the Somerset Hills, led them to join forces to create these volumes. This is their ﬁrst book.
Mark Alan Hewitt is an architect, author, teacher, and architectural historian. His numerous publications include the award-winning The Architect and the American Country House 1890–1940 (1990), The Architecture of Mott B. Schmidt (1991), and Gustav Stickley’s Craftsman Farms: The Quest for an Arts & Crafts Utopia (2001).
Front cover, Woodedge, designed by and for William Stone Post, completed 1900 ( photograph by Henry S. Fullerton III).
 

	

Events:
Authors Barry Thomson and Jack Turpin will present a slide show and lecture at 7 pm on Thursday, September 9 at Macculloch Hall, 45 Macculloch Avenue, Morristown. The presentation will be followed by a reception and book signing. For reservations, call 973-538-2404. Cost: $25 for members of Macculloch Hall; $30 for non-members.
On Friday, September 24, at 11 am, the authors will give a presentation at the Frelinghuysen Arboretum, 53 East Hanover Avenue, Morristown, NJ, in conjunction with the Garden Club of America’s plant sale.
Copies of the book will be available for purchase through Borders Books & Music at the Geraldine R. Dodge 2004 Poetry Festival, to be held September 30 through October 3 at Duke Farms in Hillsborough.
The authors will also be making a presentation at 2 pm on Sunday, October 3, at Hamilton Farm Golf Club, Gladstone, New Jersey, at an event to benefit Friends of the Peapack-Gladstone Library.  The presentation will be followed by a reception and book signing, as well as tours of the storied Hamilton Farm residence of James Cox Brady and the adjacent Hamilton Farm stable, home of the United States Equestrian Team.  Tickets are $75 per person.  For reservations: call 908-234-9125; e-mail dianedeutsch@hotmail.com; or write to Friends of the Peapack-Gladstone Library, P.O. Box 369, Peapack, NJ 07977.
Photographs from the book will be on display at the CWJ Classic Automobile Museum gallery, located at 18 Claremont Road in Bernardsville. The exhibition, “Country Estates of the Bernardsville Mountain Colony, 1870-1918” will run from June 19 through September 26. The museum is open from 1 – 5 pm Saturdays/Sundays, except for major holidays, and weekdays by appointment. For further information, call 221-0908.
  

Copies of the book may also be purchased by sending a check for $75 (NJ residents $79.50 which includes $4.50 sales tax) to:
Mountain Colony Press, Inc.
PO Box 100
Far Hills, NJ 07931
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Email: info@mountaincolonypress.com
 

 

Did Anyone see the Star-Ledger today?
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» Cool contests & giveaways! 
» Shopping: Stores & Yellow Pages 
» Fun Guide: Things to do in NJ
» Autos: Free price quote on new vehicles 
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STAR-LEDGER
» Get Home Delivery
» Carriers Wanted
» Newspapers in Education
» Star Ledger Ads
» Shop, Click, & Save with The Star-Ledger Money Book!
» Place Classifieds
» Active Adult Communities
» Commercial Industrial Real Estate
» Room Renovation Shopping Spree!
» Spotlight on the Stage: Broadway Listings from The Star-Ledger
» Get Electronic Delivery
» Contact Us
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» Advertise With Us
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VISIT OUR ADVERTISERS
» There's more to New Jersey than the Turnpike. Read the Encyclopedia of New Jersey. 
  » Win Tickets and a Hotel Night Stay to See Mamma Mia! 
  » Discover Sky Club! New condos with New York views in stylish Hoboken. Click Now 
  » The Phantom of the Opera...Click here for Phenomenal Fall Savings 
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New Jersey
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FOREIGN BEAUTIES' BLOOMING THREAT

An invasion of plants from Europe and Asia is choking native flora 

Wednesday, September 08, 2004 

BY BRIAN T. MURRAY 

Star-Ledger Staff 

The landscape seems picture- perfect. 

Magenta waves of a flowery plant called purple loosestrife lend striking color and beauty to the marshes of the Black River Wildlife Management Area. For years, the impressive view from a vista along Chester Township's Pleasant Hill Road has provided inspiration for artists and photographers alike. 
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But the brightly colored, long- stemmed perennial herb is a Eurasian invader, a killer choking the life out of the North American wetlands. 

Far from capturing nature at its most pristine, the artists have been documenting an ecological disaster -- an expanding natural tragedy that can be found almost everywhere this summer along New Jersey's wetlands, swamps and roadsides. And purple loosestrife is just one alarming example of how hundreds of foreign flowers, bushes and weeds are insidiously stretching across the countryside like aliens in a 1950s horror film. 

"It's a national and international problem. They are upsetting the diversity of natural ecosystems and replacing them with monocultures," said David Snyder, a state Department of Environmental Protection botanist and co-author of the state's first major report on the problem. 

Hanging in the balance is far more than the survival of indigenous plants that cannot compete with the invaders. Thousands of years of evolution that intertwined the survival of North American flora and fauna is being seriously undermined. Many native insects, reptiles, amphibians and mammals that cannot adapt to feeding and nesting on the invading plants will begin to disappear when their native plants are eliminated. 

The crisis has been building since the first settlers both accidentally and intentionally brought foreign plants to the North American shores. But it is more complicated than a mere transplanting of species from abroad, biologists say. 

The constant development and soil disruption, particularly over the past 100 years, has seriously exacerbated the situation by tearing up native flora, destroying their habitat and aiding the spread of the more resilient foreigners, they say. 

Some of the invaders are so established that little if anything can be done about them. 

"There are so many species of invaders that are so abundant, so established, it's hard to imagine that we'll ever get them under control. Most people don't realize just how widespread they are or how accustomed we have become to some of them," said Bob Cartica of the DEP's Office of Natural Land Management. 

The Norway maple fits that bill. So common now, the foreign tree is begrudgingly accepted as part of the North American landscape. Additionally, Japanese barberry and Japanese honeysuckle plants have climbed into the deepest recesses of the nation's forests. The problem is so pervasive, it has warped even our cultural perceptions of what a natural landscape should look like. 

Asian bittersweet, for example, is so frequently mistaken for its native counterpart that it can be found woven annually into the wreathes and floral decorations that, ironically, are sold by craft shops each autumn as a slice of old-country Americana. 

"They have white, red and orange fruits, and you'll often find people gathering them, like they would American bittersweet, as native fruits of the fall season. You'll see them right next to piles of pumpkins," Snyder said. 

Both invasive plants and foreign insects, along with the environmental dangers they pose, have long been recognized by botanists and biologists throughout the world. Some federal agencies and a few states started taking action against the invaders as far back as 30 years ago. 

But for the most part, it was not until recently that comprehensive programs were launched to address the situation. A presidential order issued in 1999 established a council responsible for developing a management strategy coordinating all federal agencies that encounter the invaders. 

Gov. James E. McGreevey issued an order in February establishing the first New Jersey Invasive Species Council. Its task is to develop a comprehensive plan by next summer on combating both insect and plant invaders inside the Garden State. 

"It won't be easy. The way we look at it is, you have to pick your battles wisely," Cartica said. "It's hard to imagine stopping all Japanese barberry. But Japanese sedge, for example, which is displacing American beach grass in some coastal areas, is a species where we probably could do a pretty good job in getting some control." 

The National Plant Conservation Initiative estimates that about 4,000 foreign plants have been introduced into the United States over the past 400 years. Preliminary data indicates 1,065 to 1,118 invading plants from Europe and Asia are in New Jersey. 

But nationally, only about 400 of the invading plants are disrupting native plant colonies. Twenty-nine harmful invaders devastating New Jersey's 2,100 native plant species were identified in a new report titled "An Overview of Nonindigenous Plant Species in New Jersey," which was released earlier this year. 

Purple loosestrife is among the worst, and a prime example of the problem. 

In a single growing season, one colony can dominate acres of wetlands. The flowering herb creates its own dense thickets and succeeding generations of seeds quickly take root. Because the invader is more resilient and faster- growing than most native species, indigenous plants like sedges, grasses and cattails are literally pushed out. 

A wider ripple effect results. Many song birds that seek a wetland for a diversity of native plant foods cannot consume the hard seeds of the purple loosestrife, so they find less and less habitat on which to survive as the invader spreads. Published studies show that waterfowl avoid the invader completely, therefore the spread of the foreign plant reduces waterfowl nesting sites and the overall breeding of the birds. 

Even the common muskrat is impacted. It prefers cattails for nesting and food, but the loosestrife will quickly displace cattails, according to published studies. 

"In the case of the loosestrife, the wildlife species in New Jersey of the greatest concern right now is the bog turtle. But it impacts so many other plants, insect and animal species. There also is the federally endangered Mitchell's satyr, a butterfly," Snyder said. 

That butterfly, like the bog turtle, thrives in geographic anomalies known as fens, where water percolates to the surface through porous landscapes. Warren County, for example, is one of the few remaining areas where the habitat is found. Also found there are the low-lying, native grasses and sedges that are equally dependent on fens. 

Purple loosestrife displaces the plants on which the Mitchell's satyr lays its eggs. It also shades the bogs, depriving the bog turtles of the open sun and grassy areas they need to breed. Even the plants that are lost in an invaded fen are rare. 

One of the state's few remaining populations of the endangered wiry panic grass was recently wiped out when its fen habitat was consumed by purple loosestrife, Snyder said. 

"Limestone fens have a high number of rare plants and creatures, including the spreading globeflower. It is known to exist in only five Northeastern states, including New Jersey, where we have less than 20 documented locations," Cartica said. 

The globeflower, also found in seven Northwestern states, is on both the federal and state endangered lists. Another endangered species impacted by the purple loosestrife is swamp pink. But even common sedges and cattails are outpaced by the tenacious purple invader. 

In a nation where nature already is on the run because of development and human encroachment, the attack of invasive plant species leaves naturalists with a sense of doom. 

Yet, even the most harmful foreign invaders like purple loosestrife continue to be sold through nurseries and landscaping companies as an ornamental plant to adorn corporate landscapes and suburban lawns. Unlike states such as Texas and Hawaii, there are no laws in New Jersey restricting the proliferation of harmful invasive plants--at least not yet. 

"Perhaps that may change," Snyder said. "But for now, our goal is to educate people about the problem and perhaps convince them to be more selective in the plants they choose to use." 




 

Twombly Nursery Happenings
 

Fall is for Planting and Twombly Nursery has the plants and events to make it happen.You're cordially invited to attend the following autumn talks as well as shop for great fall time plant treasures. Look for flowering Blue Mist Shrubs, blooming ornamental grasses, fresh needled conifers and Japanese maples primed to change color! We have berried hollies, screening trees, colorful hydrangeas and specimen plants all waiting to take center stage in your garden or home landscape. We are now accepting appointments for fall installations and spring design projects. Stop by or call today at 203-261-2133. Hope to see you at one of the following events.

Sept. 11th • 10am • Texture and Color in the Autumn & Winter Seasons – Tom Bodnar - Join us for apple cider & donuts as we have a casual question & answer session on texture in the fall & winter garden. We’ll walk around the grounds to view plants that offer the best in combinations for the upcoming seasons.

Sept. 25th • 10am • Viburnum’s Berries & Color in the Autumn Garde – Ken Twombly - Find out all you need to know about selecting the best viburnum cultivars for you particular needs. Enjoy locally baked fruit pies and coffee as Ken focuses on the great seasonal color and fruit of viburnums

Please Join Twombly Nursery & GLENRO Spirit Shoppe for an afternoon of 
Wine Tasting, Food & Plants as we

Celebrate the Wines & Colors of the Season in support of The Discovery Museum.

Saturday, October 2nd, 1:00pm to 5:00pm
On the Grounds of Twombly Nursery - rain or shine.
163 Barn Hill Rd. Monroe, CT

Featuring Estate Wines from Around the World, Silent Auction of Wines, Plants, and 
Assorted Treats. Eat, drink and be merry with Food, Live Music and Walking Tours 
of the Gardens.

Come and enjoy good friends, meet new people, view great plants, taste wonderful 
seasonal wines while supporting a worthy cause!
Advance Tickets Required - $30 per person or $55. per couple. 
All proceeds to benefit The Discovery Museum, Park Avenue, Bridgeport, CT

 

http://www.twomblynursery.com/
Plainfield Garden Club Newsletter:  October 2004

President's Message
 

September's meeting, program, and plant sale, at the Frelinghysen 
Arboretum, sure was a great way to start out our PGC year!

 Living here, in New Jersey, I found it fascinating to learn about late 
19th to early 20th century architecture in "The Somerset Hills".  The 
pictures of the old estates and their grounds came "alive" when their 
histories were revealed about their owners and how they were built.   
                                                                      
Thank-you to everyone who worked and contributed to the Fall Plant Sale at the Arboretum.  I came home with many lovely selections, I was happy to plant in my garden!  Hope you did too!
                                                                         
                                                                         
I'd also like to thank, Darlene, for arranging a great visit to The Greenwood Estate Gardens.  Our tour was not only fun and informative, it fit right in 
with the theme of our September Program.

Next month, our board meeting will be at The Plainfield Country Club, 
8:30am prior to our general meeting.  All executive board members 
please attend, and any committee chairs who have board business are 
also invited!
                                                                     
See everyone, this October, in the Shakespeare Garden (which is looking great!) and at our next General Meeting, on October 21st.  Happy Fall Planting!           
Kathy 

Civic Projects
 
Nina Weil reported that she is in contact with the Chairman of the Science Committee at Plainfield High School and that the Atrium looks wonderful with fresh mulch around the plantings.
 
Conservation

CONSERVATION MEETING OCT. 21
Our speaker for our monthly meeting, as noted elsewhere in the newsletter,
is Dr. Michael Van Clef of the Nature Conservancy.  He has spoken to other
New Jersey garden clubs in recent months about invasive plants.  He will
bring us up to speed on the latest information regarding the impact of this
problem in our area and what we can do to help.  Bring your questions for
him that day.  Remember that this is good program to invite interested
guests to.  (The speaker will begin at approximately 10:30 AM.)  We will not
spend much time on the topic during our business meeting which precedes the presentation, but we will resume highlighting various invasive plants in
subsequent meetings.  Note:  This meeting is on a Thursday, rather than our
usual Wednesday.

ZONE HIGHLIGHTS AND THE UPCOMING ELECTION
Our Zone Chairperson for Conservation, Penny Thomas, reports that she has
just returned from the annual Fall Conservation/NAL Meeting which took place in Arizona.  The focus of the trip was on issues that GCA is studying:
energy, forests, National Parks, and water.  They were particular mindful of
the severe drought conditions in the west that are impacting on the water
supplies, the pine forests, forest fires, habitats along the rivers, etc.
The biggest message that Penny brought back to us is that the time to
conserve is NOW.   We can not afford to continue to deplete our natural
resources with such reckless abandon.  I hope that as garden club members
each of us is learning to conserve at our own properties, recycling, and
teaching others we come into contact with the importance of conservation.
We can indeed be very proud of the members from all over the country who are so well informed and represent us so well at forums such as the one I've
mentioned.

Penny also reminds us, as do I, that we will be having an election before
our next newsletter.  We will be electing officials at all levels of
government as well as perhaps addressing issues on the ballots as well.
Remember as you make your decisions about who to vote for that we each have a responsibility to investigate both sides of issues.  We know that
legislation happens through consensus building.  Likewise, there are
probably no politician who is in complete agreement with any of us on all
issues - national defense, the ongoing war, social issues, ethical
questions, and environmental concerns.  Make sure you are informed, that you vote, and that you choose as wisely as possible.

PGC CONSERVATION MEETING
I must admit to being a bit disappointed that recruitment for the
Conservation Committee is not going as well as I had hoped.  We will be
unable to make many strides ahead in regards to invasives unless there is
more interest on the club's part.  I will attempt to do a better job of
briefly outlining what the committee responsibilities are at our upcoming
meeting in hopes that more of you will be interested in joining.  Please do
not hesitate to contact me for more information.  As of now, Phyllis and
Diana have agreed to be on the committee.  As you know, both have other
responsibilities to the club and on higher levels.  To date, no one else has
expressed and interest in this committee.  New members, please do not be
daunted by the importance of this committee's mission.  Please join us.

I am tentatively scheduling a conservation Committee meeting for Wed.
morning, Oct. 27 to review what we learn from Dr. Van Clef and plan how to
proceed with our invasives club project.  Details will follow.
Everyone is welcome to attend.  Please join us.
                                                                                             Elva
 
Flower Arranging
 
Jeanne Turner asked members to participate in The Englewood Show and to be aware that our in-house flower show, Salute to Shakespeare, is scheduled for January 19,2005.
 

 

Garden History and Design
 

We are progressing on our recommendation of Stillman Gardens for inclusion in the Smithsonian Archives. The meeting at Frelinghuysen turned up an interesting lead, two of the Somerset Hills gardens in the book which was presented have a connection to Stillman Gardens. They were both used as a backdrop for the same Mary Pickford "Madame Butterfly" silent movie as was Stillman Gardens. My new committee (Julie, Elva, Bernice, Mandy, & Nancy - welcome!) and I will be investigating to see if there are any additional photographs or other research material available in Bernardsville as well as the Plainfield Library. 
 

Horticulture
I want to welcome my committee members, Mary, Mandy, Nancy, Kathy, Sally, Tucker and Jane. We will be meeting in October to plan the year and I will report our findings in the next newsletter. If there is anyone else who was not at the meeting who is interested in learning about Horticulture along with me, give me a call or email me.
Greenwood Gardens was really fun and I will try to keep track of their progress. It would be interesting to visit again and see how they are progressing. 
 

Tuesday, October 5 is the Plant Propagation Workshop at Frelinghuysen Arboretum from 10 to 12 noon. We will be propagating cuttings for the 2005 Plant Exchange, "Right Plant, Right Place." The following members signed up at the meeting: Sally Booth, Kathy Andrews, Bev Gorman, Sandy Lawrence, Jane Burner, Janet Burchett, Barbara Peek, Joan Hunziker, Mandy Zachariades, and Carroll Keating. If there is anyone who not at the meeting who is interested in attending, please email me or call me. Please bring gloves and clippers. You may want an apron as well.
 

The Garden Club of Englewood is having its show October 22-23. Inquiries go to Betsy Whitman, 10 Kenwood Rd., Tenafly, NJ 07670--201-567-4974. 
The schedule is as follows:
Division II
Horticulture Classes
 
 
Class I 
Box Step 
A window box containing a minimum of  5 species or cultivars. Not to exceed 30" at to be greatest interior dimension including the diagonal. To be judged 75% for horticultural excellence and 25% for artistic merit.
Class II
Solo
Cut Specimens. A bloom from your garden. Single stem.  Perrier bottles and wedging supplied by the committee. Foliage is permitted if it is attached to the stem.

A. Annuals

B. Perennials

C. Roses – one stem or spray exhibited with at least one leaf containing five


        leaflets above the water line.


1. Hybrid tea
3. Floribunda


2. Grandiflora
4. Other


Class III 
Salsa
A collection of three different rooted plants grown for their vibrant foliage and/or flowers. Each plant to be exhibited in its own container of exhibitor’s choice.
 
Class IV 
Promenade All 

Living wreath. All plants must be rooted. 14" wreath form and tips for assembling the wreath to be supplied by the committee upon receipt of entry form. Wreaths will be displayed hanging on a white trellis panel 8' high by 2' wide. Plants must have been owned by exhibitor for six weeks.
 
Class V
In the Spotlight
Challenge Class – Swiss Chard ‘Neon Lights Mix’. One plant grown from seed. Terra cotta container not to exceed 8" measured at the diameter inside the rim of the container. A saucer is required. Seed available from Burpee Catalogue #51060.
A. Novice

B. Other
 
Class VI
Autumn Leaves 

Three different foliage branches. Not to exceed 36". To be exhibited in a clear

glass container of appropriate size supplied by the exhibitor. If needed, please use clear plastic wrap as wedging. Needled evergreens are not permitted. 
Class VII
Star!

Par Class. 
An exhibit of outstanding horticultural merit which does not qualify for entry elsewhere in the Horticulture Division. Hanging plants are not permitted. Plastic containers are not permitted. 
 
From the New York Times, October 7, 2004 
Packing-Peanut Insulation
Q. Is it possible to store summer bulbs like canna and gladiolus for the winter without using peat moss?
A. Sure. Peat moss is recommended for packing dormant summer bulbs, or more accurately summer tubers, corms and rhizomes, because it is close to being ideal insulation. The loose fibers keep temperatures from fluctuating, protect against freezing and hold in moisture, all without being so airtight that excess moisture leads to rot.
Alternatives with similar properties include coarse sawdust, vermiculite and (at last, a use for them) plastic foam packing peanuts.
When you get to the putting away part, remember that different plants have different temperature preferences. Gladiolus and acidanthera corms are happiest at around 60 degrees. Canna rhizomes and dahlia tubers come through better if they are slightly colder, 40 to 50 degrees. 
 

Photography
 

Take advantage of the waning warm season to take photographs of gardens in New Jersey (private, public and yours) for our photography show in February (see schedule in directory). Even if there is no greenery, you can take interesting black and white photographs too. Try it - you might like it. Welcome Lorraine and Nancy to the committee. I will report any interesting shows coming up as soon as I get the information. If you have not entered the Englewood Show, you may want to go see it, check out the competition, and get inspired. 
 

Plainfield Partners
 

We have been invited to attend an informational session of the Plainfield Partners, a group of non-profit organizations participating in a designer showhouse planned for Spring of 2005 in Plainfield. I will report at the next meeting on the feasibility of the Plainfield Garden Club participating in the group.
 

Program 
 
Our next meeting will be held on Thursday, October 21st at the Plainfield Country Club.  The Board will convene at 8:30 AM.  Coffee will be served to the general membership at 9:30 AM and our general meeting will commence shortly afterward.  The speaker following the meeting is Michael Van Clef and the title of his lecture is "Invasive Plants."
 
Please RSVP if unable to attend to one of the hostesses:  Barbara Peek peekdawson@aol.com  (908)232-7923
 Bernice Swain  (908) 757-0820
 Peggy Tyler (908) 754-4213
 
Guests are welcome to attend the lecture.
 
More about our speaker . . . 
Whole Earth Center to host Conservancy lunchtime talk on invasive species
Dr. Mike Van Clef, director of science and stewardship for the Skylands Program to speak
Princeton, NJ, May 20—In the nation’s most densely populated state, even New Jersey’s native plants are having a hard time holding their ground. Plant-choked waterways and declining populations of native plant species are a testament to the adaptability of non-native plant species, and the uncontrolled spread of these invasive species has created a pervasive problem throughout the state. Mike Van Clef, Ph.D. from the Nature Conservancy will speak on the environmental risks posed by invasive species and statewide efforts to control their spread. The free lunch and talk will be held on Thursday, May 20, from 12PM to 1PM in the café at the Whole Earth Center located in Princeton, NJ. 
Van Clef will present an overview of New Jersey’s most problematic invasive plant species. He will provide useful information on how gardeners and homeowners can reduce invasive plant populations on their property as well as suggestions on what can be planted as alternatives. Van Clef will also provide an overview of the Nature Conservancy’s Invasive Species Initiative and their work in New Jersey to combat invasives on Conservancy preserves. 
Van Clef is the Director of Science and Stewardship for The Nature Conservancy’s in New Jersey’s Skylands program. He also plays a leadership role in the Conservancy's Invasive Species Initiative: a coordinated worldwide effort to confront the threat of invasive species through prevention, early detection and rapid response, restoration, research, and outreach to government agencies and international organizations. Growing concern over the stress that invasive species place on efforts to restore and conserve native ecosystems inspired the Conservancy to create the Invasive Species Initiative.
The lunchtime talk is part of the Whole Earth Center’s Café Conversations—a series of informal talks about regional environmental issues. A free lunch will be provided by the Whole Earth Center. Pre-registration is required. For more information, stop by the store at 360 Nassau Street in Princeton or call 609-924-7429.
The Nature Conservancy is a leading international, nonprofit organization that preserves plants, animals and natural communities representing the diversity of life on Earth by protecting the lands and waters they need to survive. To date, the Conservancy and its more than one million members have been responsible for the protection of more than 14 million acres in the United States and have helped preserve more than 117 million acres in 28 countries in Latin America, the Caribbean, Asia and the Pacific. Active in the Garden State since 1955, the Conservancy established the New Jersey Chapter in 1988. Within the state, the Conservancy has protected over 55,000 acres and has completed over 300 conservation transactions with the help of 28,000 individual members, as well as corporate sponsors and foundations. The Nature Conservancy of New Jersey launched a community-based program office in the Skylands in July 2001 to safeguard the globally significant Skylands, designated by the Conservancy as a Last Great Place. Visit us on the Web at nature.org/New Jersey.
 

Please note the program schedule is found on pages 9 and 10 in the yellow yearbook. Please also note that the November 11th meeting is scheduled for a Thursday.
Carroll
 

Corrections for Your Calendars, Address Books and Yearbook
 

Susan Levy's e-mail:  Two.Morven@verizon.net
 

Mary Lewis' e-mail:  mlewisnj@att.net
 

Mercer O'Hara is a Vice President of the GCA and her e-mail is MOHara7136@aol.com
 

Joan Vivian's new address
        Vivian, Joan (Mrs. Robert P.) '81
        1285 Branch Road
        Wells, Maine  04090
        (207) 985-9143
        jevivian@hotmail.com
 

February 16 meeting will be held at Crescent Avenue Presbyterian Church, Plainfield, not the Plainfield Country Club
 

Propogation Workshop at the Frelinghuysen is October 5 not October 6
 

Shakespeare Garden
 
Sally Booth reported that weeding continues to be a focus for members.
 
Visiting Gardens
 
Mrs. Booth is considering an outing to Wave Hill for interested members.
 

Special Mentions
 

Happy Birthday to our dear friend, Betty Hackman, who celebrates this day, Thursday, October 7, 2004.  Enjoy Betty!
 

Congratulations to Bernice Swain for being her induction into the Plainfield High School's Hall of Fame.  Bernice was honored last week and recognized for all her kind works.  
 

In Memoriam
Mrs. James Bird who was President of The Plainfield Garden Club from 1968 to 1970 recently passed away.  A moment of silence was observed at the September 24th meeting.
 

Calendar
 

October 13 -18    GCA Horticultural Workshop in Saint Louis, Missouri
 

October 18    Zone Rep/Club Chair Meeting at the Frelinghuysen Arboretum
 

October 19    Floral Demonstration & Workshop
Jane Godshalk to be the lecturer and demonstration to be held in Princeton at the Present Day Club.  RSVP for Halycongardens@aol.com
 

 

October 21     General Meeting (See "Program" for details)
 
October 22 - 23    Garden Club of Englewood Small Flower Show
A preview party for The Garden Club of Trenton's fundraiser October 26th is being sponsored by the Englewood Garden Club on Friday, October22nd. Contact President Andrews for details. 
 
October 26    The Garden Club of Trenton's fundaiser 
 
November 4    Zone IV Meeting
Committee Chairmen will be attending a Zone IV meeting on November 4th at The Frelinghuysen Arboretum.  Sign-up sheets were passed at the September 24th meeting.  If you have not signed up to participate on a committee, please do so by contacting committee chairs listed in the yearbook
 
November 8 - 9    Zone Flower Show/Judging Workshop
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 President's Message
 

 It was too bad we were unable to hear Michael Van Clef on "Invasive Plants" at our last General Meeting, due to a traffic tie-up he was unable to speak to us. Still. it was fortunate for us his assistant was able to talk briefly on invasives and give us some material to read. Also, if you want some more information on this subject, please refer to the Star Ledger article "Alien invaders" on October 11th, 2004. It was very informative!


I would like to thank all the Committee Chairs or their representatives who signed up to attend the Zone IV Rep. Meeting on Nov. 2, 10am, at The Frelinghuysen Arboretum. This meeting is a great way to share information on what's going on in our Zone which could be 
helpful to our club!


Next month, we meet at 9am at the Frelinghuysen Arboretum for our General Meeting followed by a lecture by J. Dean Norton, the Director of Horticulture at Mount Vernon. He gave some of us at the 2004 Annual Meeting a great tour of the gardens of Mount Vernon! I'm looking forward to seeing pictures and hearing about them again!


Due to the closeness of October and November's General Meetings, there will not be a Board Meeting this month. If any Executive Board member or Committee Chair has any issues or information that needs to be discussed before the General Meeting, please call or e-mail me before Nov. 11th.    

 

Thank you, see you soon!  Kathy


Conservation

This past week has been jam-packed with Conservation activities.  The Zone Conservation Meeting on Oct. 25 was held at the Stony Brook-Millstone Watershed headquarters in Pennington.  The speakers were excellent and the exchange of information between the various zone chairpersons was very worthwhile.  Everyone shared their ideas about projects, speakers, and goals.  The emphasis from the national conservation committee this year is
on WATER - its cleanliness, protecting our sources, and wise usage.  Some
suggestions of ways that we can help that were mentioned included:
  - developing landscaping that requires less pesticides and fertilizers
  - using native species for plantings
  - capturing and recycling water (such as by using rain barrels)
  - watering only when necessary
  - establishing buffer zones along streams to protect them

The club's Conservation Committee met on Oct. 27 for a very productive meeting.  And on Fri., Oct. 29 I attended the excellent program at the Frelinghuysen called "Evict Invasives!"  This program had standing room only participation with many being turned away.  Attendees included not only garden club folks, but people from many agencies involved in studying this
problem, nurserymen, and concerned citizens.  The speakers were outstanding.  GCA was represented at the meeting by speaker Catherine Hines who spoke about what GCA has been doing about the invasives problem.  Our laminated pocket cards on invasives were discussed by the representative from the Federated Garden Clubs as well!  I will bring you some highlights of this meeting on November 11th.

Speaker for Oct. 21 - Dr. Michael Van Clef
Our speaker on Oct. 21 was to be Dr. Michael Van Clef, Director of Science and Stewardship for the Nature Conservancy.  His topic was Invasive Plants.  As you all know, Dr. Van Clef was unfortunately unable to attend the meeting because of being stuck in a huge traffic jam on the highway coming from the Skylands area.  He sends his regrets for having missed the meeting.  It is indeed unfortunate since he was bringing native plants to distribute to us as well as handout information and his highly recommended presentation.

Dr. Van Clef has provided us with an abbreviated version of his presentation that I am including here.  We may invite him to attend a meeting of the Conservation Committee this year or perhaps to speak to the whole club again in the future.

 

Invasive Plants in New Jersey

 

Michael Van Clef, Director of Science and Stewardship, The Nature Conservancy, Skylands Program Office, 330 Route 206, Newton, NJ 07860

 

 
What is an invasive species?
 

An invasive plant is a species that is introduced outside of its natural range that grows densely, excluding other species over large areas.  Invasive plants have profound impacts on biodiversity by reducing the abundance of native species, changing the composition and structure of plant communities, and in extreme cases, changing ecosystems by altering the flow of nutrients or changing fire frequency.  

 

Invasive plants may be placed into two broad categories – 1) succession arrestors/reseters or 2) components of mature/”climax” communities.  One example from group 1 is multiflora rose, which grows in dense thickets that impede forest trees from colonizing abandoned agricultural fields.  Another example would be Asiatic bittersweet that “resets” succession by killing young trees.  These species greatly increase the time forests take to recover after clearing.  

 

Plant communities that have already arrived at their “climax” stage, where changes over time are usually quite slow are also at risk from invasive plants.  Generally, forest communities are the “climax” on moist and seasonally wet sites in New Jersey.  Perpetually wet or exceptionally dry sites are usually dominated by herbaceous plants.  Invasive plants that are components of mature communities include Japanese barberry, garlic mustard, Japanese stiltgrass, and purple loosestrife.  Forest invaders are shade-tolerant and will not subside over time.  Invasive plants in wetland communities, such as Phragmites and purple loosestrife can permanently reside in open, wet communities.

 

Why care about invasive species?
 

The Nature Conservancy is concerned about invasive plants because they threaten biodiversity.  Our mission is to “preserve the plants, animals and natural communities that represent the diversity of life on Earth by protecting the lands and waters they need to survive”.  In Northern New Jersey, a sample of conservation targets includes bog turtles, Northern metalmark butterflies, Torrey’s mountain mint, dwarf wedgemussels, limestone fen and forest communities, and large contiguous blocks of forest that serve area-demanding species such as bobcat and nesting Neotropical birds.  

 

How bad is the current situation?
 

The root of the invasive species problem is the fundamental alteration of natural systems.  New Jersey was once an unfragmented forest.  Now, much of the forest is gone and most of the remainder is broken into small pieces that are susceptible to invasive plants that have been added to our flora.  This fragmented system supports large populations of white-tailed deer that degrade forest health further and encourages less palatable invasive plants to dominate.  Other stresses to natural systems include global climate change, atmospheric deposition and other pollutants, and nearly perpetual human disturbance of remaining natural areas.

 

A recent report published by the NJ Department of Environmental Protection shows that 37% of plant species found in New Jersey are non-native.  Although only a small percentage of non-native species become invasive, their impacts are severe.  Once a species has reached the status of “invasive”, it is usually too late to “unscramble the egg” and eradication becomes impossible.  

 
What can be done to make things better, or at least stop making things worse!
Strategies to abate threats caused by invasive plants fall into two broad categories: 1) Prevention and 2) Control.  Prevention is the best way to stop making things worse.  It is critical that strong efforts be made to screen new introductions for invasive potential, implement an early warning/rapid response system to remove newly emerging invasive plants, and stop the sale of known invasive species.  Control of existing invasive plants should be focused and have clear goals.  For example, The Nature Conservancy focuses our invasive control work in areas where there are immediate detrimental impacts to our conservation targets.  We generally use a combination of mechanical and chemical control, while considering biological control agents when appropriate.  The unfortunate truth, however, is that the impacts of existing invasive plants cannot be mitigated at many sites because control is cost prohibitive.  

Suggestions for Plainfield Garden Club
 

The Plainfield Garden Club has already taken significant steps to combat invasive species.  The adoption of the Voluntary Codes of Conduct, laminated cards containing invasive plants and their alternatives, and continuing efforts to educate your members are significant contributions.  One suggestion for the Club would be to support the recently formed New Jersey Invasive Species Council, which is preparing a management plan that will determine strategies and consider further measures to be taken by state government.  The Council is co-chaired by Bradley Campbell (NJDEP Commissioner) and Charles Kuperus (Secretary of the NJ Department of Agriculture).  Council meetings are open to the public.  

 

Other suggestions include active engagement of arboreta and the nursery trade.  It is very important that these groups know that gardeners REALLY CARE about this problem.  For now, insist on the sale of species that are not considered invasive or potentially invasive.  Consult the internet for species lists for New Jersey (www.nj.gov/dep/parksandforests/natural/heritage/InvasiveReport.pdf) and the mid-Atlantic region (www.nps.gov/plants/alien/list/midatlantic.htm).  Native plants are great alternatives, but the bottom line is that there are many non-native plants that are beautiful in the garden and harmless to our natural systems.  The Club should also consider teaming up with other area clubs in all of your efforts (strength in numbers!).
 
Michael Van Clef
Director of Science and Stewardship
The Nature Conservancy
Skylands Program Office
330 Route 206 South
Newton, NJ 07860
 

Phone: 973-300-0311
Fax: 973-300-5899
Website: www.nature.org/newjersey


Invasives
I will be sharing information from the meeting I discussed above with our conservation committee as we continue to try to make a difference in this area.  I have found some excellent handy guides on this topic.  I plan to bring copies of it to the next meeting for purchase by members.  I am including an attachment with this newsletter which we provided to members earlier this year.  Judging from some of the questions and concerns about
invasives in our own plantings and in the Shakespeare Garden raised at the
last meeting, I thought it worth repeating.

Conservation Committee Meeting
The next meeting of the Conservation Committee will be on Thurs., Nov. 11, immediately following our joint meeting at the Frelinghuysen Arboretum.  All interested club members are cordially invited to attend.  Agenda:  Invasive Plants club project.

Conservation Quote for the Month:
"I would feel more optimistic about a bright future for man if he spent less
time proving that he can outwit nature and more time tasting her sweetness
and respecting her seniority."
E. B. White (1899-1985)

 

Elva Busch

 

Flower Arranging
 
Tucker Trimble will conduct a workshop on November10 for new members. Mandy Zachariades will critique Tucker’s arrangement for the Englewood Show. The Plainfield Garden Club will hold a flower show in January.
 
Jeanne Turner reports that the schedule for the January Flower Show will be forthcoming!
 

Horticulture 
 

Thank you to Sally Booth for all her hard work in organizing the daffodil challenge class for our in house horticulture show. She really did a fabulous job. As a reminder, the horticulture committee met and decided to move the daffodil show to our April meeting instead of in May with the rest of the horticulture classes. Hopefully the daffodils can do double duty and some of them can be entered in the New Jersey Daffodil Society show at Frehlinghuysen in April. In addition to the daffodils, we will be judging the plants propagated for the Plant Exchange in April as well. Sometime in March, we will have a workshop with the new members to guide them through filling out entry cards for the PX, the New Jersey Daffodil Show and GCA sponsored horticulture shows. Remember to keep records on everything you do with the PX plants, transplanting, feeding, relocating, etc. Detailed descriptions of care is required at exchange time.
And speaking of the May show, we will be distributing seeds for our challenge class at a seed propagation workshop on November 18 at 11:00 at my house. A sign up sheet was passed around at the October meeting and the following have signed up: Kathy, Sally, Tucker, Bernadette, Mandy, Nancy, Julie, Lorraine, Mary, Susan, Elva, Phyllis, Bev, Janet, and Judy. If you did not sign up and would like to attend, please email or call me so that I can have a kit prepared for you. Thank you to Mary for ordering the seeds - columbine, sweet william, dianthus, primrose, and candytuft - sounds like spring! We will also hopefully be distributing and planting the amaryllis bulbs we ordered through Sally for our little fundraiser. If you would like to plant your bulbs on the spot, please bring your own containers.
Thank you also to Mary Kent for representing our club in the recent Englewood small flower show. Mary's par plant took top honors and many of her cuttings won ribbons as well. 
There is a major flower show in Greenwich, Connecticut in March, "Circus". If anyone is interested in looking at the schedule, call me or you get can get it online at http://www.gcamerica.org/membersonly/zone/zone_02/circus_schedule.pdf. There is a correction. The class III Hyacinth bulb has been replaced with Blue Jacket instead of Kronos.
 

Darlene Kasten
 

New Jersey Committee
 
Bernadette Houston asks all members to please contribute to the “Growing Fund.”
 
Thank you to all the members who will represent The Plainfield Garden Club at the Zone IV meetings on November 2nd.
 
 
Program
 
November 11th
Frelinghuysen Arboretum
Morristown
Joint Meeting with the Summit, Short Hills and The Oranges
9:30 AM Meeting begins
 
J. Dean Norton, Director of Horticulture at Mount Vernon
"200 Years of Preserving Historic Mount Vernon"
10:15 AM Lecture begins
 
Hostesses:    Elva Busch
                    Ann Shepherd
                    Bernadette Neil
 
RSVP if unable to attend.  Guests welcome!
 
For more information on our speaker, click the following link:
 
http://www.nationaltrust.org/magazine/archives/arch_story/091901.htm
 

Visiting Gardens
 
Sally Booth announces plans to visit The New York Conservancy Garden on May 12,2005 and Wave Hill in Riverdale, New York on June 10,2005.  Save the Dates!
 
Other Notes
 
*  See the Sunday, October 31st Star-Ledger's long article on the Highlands.  Development in New Jersey is frightening!
 
*  Special thanks to Sally Booth for conducting a wildly successful mini-fundraiser/  HUNDREDS of bulbs were ordered by the Plainfield Garden Club.  Thanks, as well, to all the members who supported the sale.
 
Calendar
 
November 2    Zone IV Meeting
Committee Chairmen will be attending a Zone IV meeting on November 2nd at The Frelinghuysen Arboretum.  
 
November 8 - 9    Zone Flower Show/Judging Workshop
 
November 10    New Member Flower Show Workshop
                          Tucker Trimble's home                          
 
November 11    Meeting at the Frelinghuysen
                         9:30 AM    Meeting
                        10:15 AM    Lecture by J. Dean Norton 
                            "200 Years of Preserving Mount Vernon"
 
November 18    Plant Propagation Workshop
                       11:00 AM
                        Darlene Kasten's Conservatory
 
December 15    Meeting at Plainfield Country Club
                        8:30 AM    Board Meeting
                        9:30 AM    Coffee
 
                        Each member is to present a homemade Christmas gift for a Gift Swap.
                        Small arrangements are to be made for Meals on Wheels.
                            Please bring small tuna cans with ribbon glued to exterior.
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President's Message
 

Can you believe that Thanksgiving has past and now we begin our preparations for the Christmas Holiday!  I hope everyone had a great weekend and was able to enjoy some wonderful family time!

I hope everyone has had time to fill out their member information sheets.  Please bring them with you to our general meeting December 15th.  If you have misplaced it, I will have extra copies at the meeting.

The GCA Horticulture Committee would like me to remind you that the Fall issue of The Real Dirt, the horticulture newsletter, is available to read online at the GCA website. To access the website:  1. Go to: http://www.gcamerica.org/
                                                                         
                                        2. Go to: Members Only
                                                                         
                                        3. User Name: gcamember
                                                                         
                                        4. Password: compost
                                                                         
                                        5. Click on: Committees (at top of the page)
                                                                         
                                        6. Click on: Horticulture
                                                                         
                                        7. Click on: Newsletter

Our December board meeting for the executive board, and any committee chairs with board business will be  8:30am at PCC prior to the general meeting.

Enjoy getting ready for the Holidays, and, also, remember to relax, don't get too stressed out, and above all, have a Blessed Holiday Season!         Kathy

 

 

Conservation
 

Invasives
The Conservation Committee continues its work on the invasive plant problem.  We had a most productive meeting on November 11, following our general meeting.  All of the booklets displayed at the last meeting, Plant Invaders of Mid-Atlantic Natural Areas published by the National Park Service have been sold.  If you did not receive a copy, and would like one, they are available by mail for $3.50 (which includes postage) from:
                                       Mary Ann Lawler
                                       c/o Mid-Atlantic Exotic Pest Plant Council
                                       1019 South 27th St.
                                       Arlington, VA  22202

This is an excellent guide with terrific color photos and all the information you could ask for on invasives and alternatives.

Highlands
Thank you to all of you who contacted Rep. Mike Ferguson and Rep. Rodney Frelinghuysen (a champion of the federal Highlands legislation).  You have made a difference!  As of this writing (Nov. 28), I am happy to report that we have received notification that the Highlands Conservation Act passed in the U.S. House on Nov. 17.  This is the version that already passed in the Senate, so it has now gone to President Bush for his signature.  This means
authorized funding of $10 million every year for 10 years in the four state Highlands region for land acquisition.  I would like to ask that you contact Rep. Frellinghuysen again, this time to thank him, as well as Senator Corzine.

Rep. Frelinghuysen (R-11th District):       Sen. Corzine (D)
e-mail:  rodney.frelinghuysen@mail.house.gov                 

Contact him through his website:
phone:  202-225-5034
corzine.senate.gov                                                                             
             202-224-4744

Both have been the champions of this initiative for the whole four state region and deserve our thanks.

Deer
We are hearing more and more about the problems the deer are causing across our country.  On Nov. 17th on NBC Nightly News we learned that the number of collisions caused by deer has reached a million and a half each year or 4000 each day!  NBC highlighted stories from all over the country.  There were 210 fatalities in the U.S. caused by such accidents last year which is double the number of 10 years ago.  The story also pointed out that November is the most dangerous month of the year for car-deer collisions.  In New Jersey the automobile is the deer's only predator in most areas.

Bear
This fall DEP Commissioner Bradley Campbell blocked this year's bear hunt.  However, a state appeals court issued a ruling on Nov. 16 that will allow the hunt to proceed in Dec.  The court ruled that the Commissioner had overstepped his authority.  There were already about 3500 hunting applications for the deer hunt at that point.  The DEP had until then
refused to process these applications.  The hunt is designed to reduce the state's burgeoning bear population and curb the growing number of encounters between bears and humans.  You may remember that last year, after being hotly contested, the first bear hunt in 33 years resulted in 328 bears being killed in six days.  Environmentalists oppose the hunt which will take place on about 1600 acres of public and private land north of Route 78 and west of Route 287.

Conservation Committee
The committee will meet next on Dec. 15 for about one hour immediately following our general meeting at Plainfield Country Club.  Please RSVP.  All interested members welcome.

Conservation Quote for the Month:
"You must be the change you wish to see in the world."
                                                  Mahatma Gandhi

Particularly over this holiday season, let us live by setting a good
example.  Happy Holidays!    Elva                                                                          
                                                                            
                                  

 
Flower Arranging
 
At the November meeting, Jeanne Turner distributed a schedule for “Salute to Shakespeare,” an in-house flower show to take place on January 19.2005. Jeanne explained the three classes and encouraged all members to participate.
 
Bernadette Neill reported at the November meeting that Tucker Trimble led a flower show workshop at her home on November 10th. The wonderful pumpkin bowl arrangements on display at the November meeting are the products of that workshop. The new members recently visited Suburban Florist as a group and will visit Ferris Brother’s Wholesale Florist next week.
 
Horticulture
 
Darlene Kasten hosted a plant propagation workshop in her conservatory at 11:00AM on November 18th.
 

The perennial seeds we planted were:

 

Columbine vulgaris "Magpie" (Aquilegia)

Primrose veris Cowslip

Primrose Wild

Dianthus Albus

Dianthus Alpine Mixture

 

We also planted an annual, Candytuft Crenata and a biennial, Sweet William T&M Auricula Eyed Mixed (Dianthus).

 

Ideal Instructions:

For the primroses, seal in a polythene bag and place in a shady spot but do not exclude light. Keep at 60-65 degrees. Higher temps can prevent germination. Germination takes 10 - 15 days. Transplant when large wnough to handle.

 

All other seeds can be kept at a higher temp and should be kept under lights or in a sunny spot. Transplant when large enough to handle.

 

Darlene

 
New Jersey Committee
 
Bernadette Neill asked all members to contribute to The Growing Fund. We are hoping for 100% participation.
 

Program
 
Carroll Keating reminded the members that we would have a gift swap at the December 15th meeting. After the business meeting we will make small arrangements for Meals on Wheels. Please bring small tuna cans with ribbon glued to the exterior.
 
The next meeting in on December 15th will be at Plainfield Country Club.  As we have done in the past, we will provide Meals on Wheels with small greens in the famous tuna cans.  If possible we are hoping to have the cans will arrive with ribbon already attached (if possible) to speed along the process.  I myself do not own a glue gun, so I will try to buddy up w/ a tall blond neighbor that does...  I am sure that we can also bring some of the supplies along, but having the cans pre-decorated will be best.  Saving containers now will really help, and greens should be brought if able.

Also, as a VERY FUN,  LOW KEY,  new idea proposed, was to have people bring a small item that they may make for friends for the holidays.  People can tell how they made it, and then it will go to a grab bag, for another member (you) to take home.  (A Yankee grab bag is also fun if there is a highly coveted item, say a well decorated gingerbread cookie)

Some potential ideas?  Homemade wreath, a potted bulb, my mother's chocolate sauce for ice cream, cookies, ornaments, homemade bath salt with lavender ... canned tomatoes from your garden, or a bottle of dusty wine from your other chateau in France (just kidding about those tomatoes) You know the type of crafty/garden item your inner Martha has been yearning to assemble!  If really stumped, call Mandy and Carroll, we will help you scan magazines at the grocery check out for ideas!

If we hate this, we can always drop it next year, and let's blame someone else.
take care,  Carroll and Mandy
 
As another reminder, the November speaker, J. Dean Norton, Director of Horticulture at Mount Vernon, advised using the boxwood Buxus sinica variety insularis 'Justin Brouwers'   This was the variety of boxwood that was finally successful in his third planting of the parterre garden at Mount Vernon.  For more information:
 
http://www.nationaltrust.org/magazine/archives/arch_story/091901.htm
http://www.mountvernon.org/
http://www.saundersbrothers.com/
 

The other good news about boxwood is that it is deer resistant and the cuttings make great wreaths and other cut displays.

 

Shakespeare Garden
 

Hi there all: Mary and I will be in the garden for an hour and a half or so on Thursday morning, December 2nd starting at 9AM.  We will be closing it down for the winter.  If you would like to join us we would love to see you.  You could get some exercise while putting the garden to bed.    Sally

 

How Does Your Amaryllis Grow?
 

Editor's note: My ten Amaryllis are at varying degrees of growth, despite the fact they were all planted at the same time and placed in the same area.  'Floris Hecker' leads the way with the tallest foliage.  The paperwhites put all the amaryllis to shame as many are as tall as 14 inches.  
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President’s Message

Our December meeting was so much fun, thanks to Carroll Keating and Mandy Zachariades for planning a great gift exchange and managing all our lovely holiday tray decorations for use by Meals on Wheels in Westfield.  It was amazing to see all the different kinds of creative and crafty talent the women in our club have!  And, how lucky we each were to take home some lovely homemade treasure!

We were, also, lucky to have two special guests, Tabby Cochran and Nancy Strong, to explain all the inner workings of the N.J. Committee of the G.C.A. and the need for donations.  If you have not already done so, please consider sending a check soon.

Since we will have a very busy January General Meeting and Flower Show this month, I would like to have the Board Meeting at my house on Monday, January 17th, 12:30pm.  All executive board members and committee chairmen please e-mail me only if you cannot attend.  Thank-you.

Happy New Year everyone!  See you all in a couple of weeks!   Kathy
 
Conservation
 
Highlands
Happy New Year to all!  Good news for the new year!  President Bush signed the Highlands Act before the end of the legislative session.  So preservation of the Highlands is now federally mandated.  However, the appropriations process will still have to be navigated successfully each year for ten years to see that monies are actually allocated each year for
the purchase of land within the Highlands.

Holiday Clean-Up
Remember to recycle all those empty soda bottles and cans (and those other bottles, too) from all your holiday cheer.  Take your live Christmas trees to your town's site for proper disposal.  They can be used for mulch after being ground up.  The birds in your back yard and other small animals will appreciate using the trees for shelter and nest making.  Healthy leftover goodies may make food for them, too.  Think about using this year's holiday
cards you received for gift tags or decorations for gift wrap next year.  Nursing homes and school groups often appreciate them for their craft projects as well.  Make use of as much as you can by reusing untorn tissue and gift wrap.  Our mindset should always be to protect Mother Earth.

Invasive Plant of the Month
Thank you to Janet Burchett for enlightening us about the problems of English Ivy at our December meeting.  We will continue to highlight other problem plants in the coming months.  Incidentally, my dear husband surprised me with a book at Christmas called Fresh Cuts - Unexpected Arrangements with Branches, Buds, and Blooms.   As I sat down to look at it on Christmas evening, I noted arrangement after arrangement which included
such invasives as Japanese Knotweed, Norway maple, Multiflora rose, burning bush, and on and on.  I was surprised to see that the foreword in the book was by Ken Druse, the distinguished gardener here in New Jersey.  Checking the copyright date, I saw that the book was published in 1996.  How far we've come in less than a decade; we would never think of including these plants in our arranging now.  Back to Borders this book goes!

Conservation Committee
The committee is hard at work on our invasive plants projects.  We had a productive meeting on Dec. 15.  Our work continues and we will meet next on Wed., Jan. 26th at the Plainfield Public Library at 10:00 AM.  Diana, Mary, Phyllis, Kathy, Barbara, Julie, Janet, Bev, and any other interested members are asked to RSVP.   Thanks to Julie Shortridge for
securing our meeting site at the library.                                                                             
                                                                            
                                                                            
                                                                     Elva
Flower Arranging
 
In December, Jeanne Turner distributed schedules and class descriptions for our flower arranging show, Salute to Shakespeare, on January 19, 2005 to be held at Crescent Avenue Presbyterian Church in Plainfield. Bernice Swain and Evie Madsen will direct a workshop on Tussie Mussies . Contact Jeanne to sign up for the flower show or the workshop.
 
Salute to Shakespeare-Schedule
In House Flower Show
January 19, 2005 
 
1 Class 1  - 
Winters Tale



4 entries
 

An arrangement inspired by a Shakespeare play and quote. 

To be placed on a pedestal 40 inches high with an 11-inch square base.

Fresh materials to be used.

Member will have card with quote and name of play displayed with                                     arrangement.
 
 
2 Class 2  - 
Romeo and Juliet 


5 entries



Elizabethan Fragrant Nosegays
 

 A tussie-mussie of fresh blossoms and aromatic herbs. 

Diameter of nosegay (without collar) and length of stems should not exceed 5 inches.


Use lace collar or paper doily and, if desired, narrow ribbons.

Place upright in a container 
 
3 Class 3  -
All’s Well That Ends Well



(New Members – Novice Class)
5     entries
 

An arrangement to be placed on a 29 inch table with dark green cloth.
Arrangement not to exceed 20 inches in any direction.

Container will be provided.

Member will gather own flowers.


Arrangement created at home.
 

Please be on time.
All entries will be placed by 9:00 AM for passing.
Judging will start at 9:30 AM

 
There will be a tussie-mussie workshop in January.Interested?    Call Jeanne Turner (908) 755-2730.
 
Workshop for Tussie Mussies
Wednesday, January 5, 2005
Jeanne Turner’s – 1045 Oak Lane, Plainfield
(908) 755-2730
 
Instructors – Bernice Swain & Evie Madsen
 
Those who have signed up are…
 
1.     Kathy Andrews
2.       Phyllis Alexander
3.       Mary Kent
4.       Lorraine Ciemniecki
5.       Bev Gorman
6.       Darlene Kasten
7.       Janet Burchett
8.       Carroll Keating
9.       Sandy Lawrence
10.         Bernadette Neill
11.         Mandy Zachariades
 
Please bring your own clippers.
 
Please notify Jeanne if you are unable to attend or if you have questions.
 
Parking in street across from our house or in our driveway which is very tricky and has no turnaround!
HAPPY NEW YEAR!
 
 
 
Salute to Shakespeare-Flower Show
January 19, 2005
 
Staged in the Guild Room – Crescent Avenue Presbyterian Church
All entries will be in place by 9:00 AM for passing.
Judging will commence at 9:30 AM
 
1. Class 1 -
Winters Tale




4 Entries
       

Pedestal Arrangement
 
1. Tucker Trimble
2. Judy Buehler
3. Sally Booth
4. Ramona Ferguson
 
     2.  Class 2
Romeo and Juliet




6 Entries



Elizabethan Fragrant Nosegays
 
1. Bernadette Neill
2. Mary Kent
3. Carroll Keating – Susan Fraser
4. Mandy Zachariades
5. Nancy Plumeri – Darlene Kasten
6. Phyllis Alexander
 
     3 Class 3
All’s Well That Ends Well


4 Entries
New Members – Novice Class
 
1. Julie Shortridge
2. Sandy Lawrence
3. Bev Gorman
4. Lorraine Ciemniecki
 

 

Founder's Fund
 

From: clubpresidents@mail.gcamerica.org
Date: December 15, 2004 11:57:27 AM EST
To: Millie Roman <millie@gcamerica.org>
Subject: 2005 Founders Fund Finalists
Reply-To: clubpresidents@mail.gcamerica.org

Dear Club Presidents,

In addition to the February 2005 Bulletin, we are pleased to inform you that the 2005 Founders Fund Finalists are now posted on the GCA  website.  You may view them by going to www.gcamerica.org and clicking  on the Members Only section.  The username is gcamember and the  password is compost.  Now click on Committees and then on 2005 
Founders Fund Finalists.

We realize that many members will be going away and hope that the web posting will give everyone an opportunity to view the finalist information.

The Founders Fund Presidents' letter which will include the ballot will be mailed out the week of January 3rd.

Pam Jeanes
Chairman
Founders Fund
 

Garden History and Design
 

We will have a brief meeting after the January meeting (those of us who are not attending the inaugural balls, that is). Please plan to report on the research you conducted since our last meeting. If you do not remember what you were supposed to do, call me after January 2 and I will let you know.

 

Darlene

 

 

Growing Fund
 

At our December meeting, President Kathy Andrews introduced Tabby Cockren and Nancy Strong of The Garden Club of Somerset Hills who spoke on behalf of The New Jersey Committee. Since its inception in 1987 The New Jersey Committee has given $201,000.00 in grants, including two grants to The Plainfield Garden Club. Donations to The New Jersey Committee are voluntary. Nancy encouraged our participation and suggested that we apply for additional grant money to fund special needs

 

Checks for the Growing Fund can be made out to The NJ Committee of the GCA.  Please indicate on the check that you are a member of PGC.  Checks can be mailed to Mrs. Richard A. Huettner at 20 Chadwell Place in Morristown, NJ  07960.

Happy New Year, Bernadette

 

Horticulture
 

I peeked in all my plastic containers from the seed workshop and, lo and behold, I actually have some sprouts and things. It is a Christmas miracle. There are a number of other classes in the schedule for May in case you are not planning to enter the challenge classes. January is a great time to start thinking about the May in-house show and to start planning your participation. 

 

Darlene

 

Nominating Committee
 
Nina Weil announced that Darlene Kasten would represent The Plainfield Garden Club at the Annual Meeting in Kansas City, Mo. in April.
 

Photography
 

February is our in house show "Greetings From the Garden State." Please sign up in January to participate. It is a very inclusive schedule so it is a great opportunity to participate. Please refer to the shekel in the yellow book. Thanks.

 

Darlene

 

Program
 

Wednesday, January 19

Crescent Avenue Presbyterian Church, Plainfield

9:00 AM Flower Show Passing

9:30 AM Coffee

Flower Show:  Salute to Shakespeare

Speaker:  Michael Hsu "Tree Peonies"

Guests are welcome to lecture and show

RSVP to Hostesses:  Sally Booth, Janet Burchett, Susan Fraser and Julie Shortridge

 

For more information, see "Flower Arranging"

 

Please also note the change from the original schedule:  Board Meeting is now scheduled for Monday, January 17th, 12:30 PM at the home of Kathy Andrews
 

Shakespeare Garden
 
Mary Kent announced that her committee would meet to create a long-range plan for the Garden. The Shakespeare Garden has been put to bed for the season. Members may access “Real Dirt” on the GCA website. 
 

Visiting Gardens
 

Sally Booth has information from the Junior League of Philadelphia regarding a Flower Show Package and VIP tour that is available to our members.
 

 

Editor's Note:
 

Attached to this document is the "Member Information Sheet."  If you have not already done so, please download, fill it out and return to Kathy Andrews.  Thank you.
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        President's Message

I was truly amazed at how beautiful our flower show was this year!  
Thank you, Jeanne Turner, for planning a spectacular show with a 
Shakespearean theme.  Our new members, who entered their first flower show, did an outstanding job!  The Tussie Mussies were delightful and fragrant!  The Pedestal Arrangements were awesome!  Congratulations to all the winners and entrants.

Michael Hsu's "Tree Peonies" lecture and slide show made me yearn for Spring.  Maybe we can plan a field trip to his farm sometime soon.

Next month's board meeting will be at 8:30am, Feb. 16th., before the General Meeting at the Crescent Ave. Presbyterian Church.  If any board members are unable to attend, please email me regrets.  Thank you!

Kathy
 

 

                                                       Civic Projects
 

Nina Weil continues to work through Mrs. Hillel at the High School. Her students will be helping to maintain the atrium. Mrs. Weil will contact Mr. Brown about continuing work in the atrium as community service for students interested in horticulture. This may fulfill a requirement for graduation. Nina showed the members a possible project for her committee that was brought to her attention by Lorraine Ciemniecki. A family shelter- halfway house in Elizabeth, New Jersey is in need of plantings.
 

Conservation
 

The club’s Conservation Committee held a meeting on Jan. 26 (with 100% participation, I might add!).  Among other topics, we discussed the best ways to communicate with the membership about the many facets of conservation.  It was decided that, on a trial basis, the committee will issue a conservation newsletter, via e-mail, called the Conservation Chronicle.   This will appear at a different time than our regular monthly newsletter and be issued when there is news of interest and whenever there is an alert of club-wide importance.  This will cut down on the length of the regular newsletter and we hope will focus the club’s attention on conservation issues in greater depth.   I will mail copies of the Chronicle to our two regular members who do not receive e-mails.  E-mails will go out to those members who regularly receive communications this way.  If other interested Affiliate or Sustaining Members wish to receive this communication, please contact Elva.
 

Our President Kathy Andrews, Janet Burchett, and I will be going to Trenton on Jan. 31st for a Zone IV Legislative Day.  It promises to be an exciting time.  Our agenda is a busy one.  I’ll report on the events there in the first edition of the Conservation Chronicle.
 

Diana Madsen and I will be attending the GCA NAL (National Affairs and Legislation) Meeting in Washington from Feb. 14 – 17.  We’ll miss all of you at the Feb. meeting.  We look forward to our time in Washington and will provide you with a report of our activities there in the March issue of the PGC Newsletter.  
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    Elva
 

Flower Arranging
 

Following the "Salute to Shakespeare" there are now salutes to the P.G.C. members for the lovely tussie-mussies, pedestal, and novice arrangements.  Wasn't that fun?!  Also, thank you to the judges, passers, Flower Arranging Committee, Bernice and Evie for their workshop, T.T. (the Guardian Angel), and Bernadette.

 

Please remember the fun, fellowship, and fragrant flowers while forgetting the freezing weather, flowers that faded and the fright!  We will do it again and have even more fun!
 

Jeanne Turner

 

Salute to Shakespeare
 

Ribbons for Members:

 

Class I:  Winter's Tale -- Pedestal
    1st Place:  Ramona Ferguson & Jeanne Turner

    2nd Place:  Tucker Trimble

    3rd Place:  Judy Buehler

    Honorable Mention:  Sally Booth

 

Class II:  Romeo & Juliet - Nosegay
    1st Place:  Diana Madsen

    2nd Place:  Mary Kent

    3rd Place:  Phyllis Alexander

    Honorable Mention:  Mandy Zachariades

 

Class III:  All's Well That Ends Well -- Novice
    1st Place:  Janet Burchett

    2nd Place:  Lorraine Ciemniecki

    3rd Place:  Sandy Lawrence

 

 

Salute to Shakespeare

Flower Show

January 19, 2005

Plainfield, New Jersey

 

 

 

Photography
 

Thank you again for signing up for our in house show in February. You have made me very happy (now don't back out). We still have space available if anyone wants to enter. The great thing about photography is that you do not have to even be here to enter. You can drop your photo off before February 16. I will even come get it if that will do the trick. Look through your photos - you may be surprised. 

 

I will try to organize a couple of photo field trips in the spring and early summer for photographers only. There are 3 shows coming up, one in Greenwich, Connecticut, one in Hopewell, NJ and the Annual Meeting in Kansas City. I will tell you the schedule and dates if you have signed up for my show! Call me or email me for more info. 

 

Public Gardens

1. Elva

2. Darlene

3. Bernadette

4. Nancy

5. Lorraine

6. Diana

7. Mary 

 

Private Gardens

1. Darlene

2. Bernadette

3. Nancy

4. Lorraine

5. Diana

 

In My Garden

1. Elva

2. Phyllis

3. Barbara

4. Tucker

5. Sandy

6. Mary

 

Passing begins at 9:00. Judging begins at 9:45. The schedule is in the yellow book with dimensions, etc. Good luck to one and all!! Darlene

 

Program
 

** Please note that the February Meeting is to be held at the Crescent Avenue Church -- not Plainfield Country Club as stated in the yellow books **
 

February 16

8:30 AM Board Meeting

9:30 AM  Coffee

Photography Show (see 'Photography Schedule' in the yellow book)

Speaker:  Katherine Toland of Greystone Designs in Princeton

"Flower Designs for Parties"

Note:  $10 per person entry fee

Arrangements and containers will be given in a $5 per ticket raffle

Hostesses:  Jane Burner and Mary Kent

RSVP regrets only

Guests are welcome to lecture and show

 

 

Odds and Ends
Elva had occasion to spend time with former member Karen Delaney in Scottsdale, AZ recently.  Karen moved to Oklahoma City a couple of years ago.  She sends her best regards to the garden club members.  Karen and her family have made a good adjustment to Oklahoma, especially after building their own shelter after experiencing their first year there with the most tornadoes in reported history!  They chose their house in the historic district of the city because of the wonderful garden that was already there.  Karen is finding gardening to be a challenge in Oklahoma because of the extremes the climate presents.  She is a docent at the brand new art museum in the city and is involved in many civic activities, but hasn’t had time for a garden club as of yet.  She was delighted to hear that we are still doing the Meals-on-Wheels tray decorations, a project begun under her tenure as Program Chairperson.
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President's Message
 
Wow!  I was very impressed with the quality and quantity of the photography entries in this years Photography Show, "Greetings from the Garden State."  Kudos' to Darlene Kasten for putting together such a fabulous exhibition!  I hope everyone got a chance to peek at the 
photo's before the judges arrived!  If not, we have a few pictures of the show in this newsletter.

Also, many thanks to Bev Gorman, from the conservation committee, for giving us such an informative presentation of the very beautiful, but definitely invasive, Purple Loosestrife Plant.  Each month, we have been very lucky to learn about a different invasive thanks to our Conservation Committee.  Well, done!

Our program, "Flower Designs for Parties" demonstration, by Katherine Toland of Greystone Designs in Princeton, was such a treat and a great day to bring several guests, some of whom won a flower arrangement in our raffle!  Thanks, Program Co-Chairs, Carroll Keating 
and Mandy Zachariades, for planning such a fun time.

Our March 16th Board Meeting will precede our General Meeting at 8:30am at the Plainfield Country Club.  If any Executive Board members, or Committee Chairs cannot attend, please e-mail me regrets and any info we need prior to the General Meeting.  See you soon, enough with all this snow!   Kathy
 
Civic Projects
 
At the meeting in February, Bernice Swain suggested that we might donate trees from the Arbor Day foundation to Habitat for Humanity. They are working on or have built 26 or 27 homes in the Plainfield Area.  It was also noted that they could use shrubs.
 
 
Conservation
 
from Elva

Thank you!  Thanks to everyone who signed postcards at the February meeting
in favor of repealing the Fast Tract legislation.  Thanks for making your voices heard.

Everyone is invited to join me in a celebration of the passage of the Highlands Conservation Act and to thank Rep. Rodney Frelinghuysen, Sen. Jon Corzine, and Sen. Frank Lautenberg for their support of the legislation.
Where:  Frelinghuysen Arboretum, Morristown
                 When:  Mon., March 7
                 Time:  Between 10 Noon and 2:00 PM
                 RSVP to highlandsco@earthlink.net or 609-737-7263
 
                                               GCA NAL MEETING

                    WASHINGTON, D.C.               FEBRUARY 14 - 17, 2005
 
 
What a wonderful time we had again this year at the National Affairs and Legislation meeting in Washington!  Attendance was at an all time high of 250 with another 10 on a wait list.  The attendees were from all over the country, including Hawaii!
 
Our first activity was an optional trip to the Smithsonian Museum of the American Indian that opened this fall.  It occupies the last space on the Mall in Washington, fittingly, right next to our Capitol.  It seemed quite appropriate that Native Americans should have a museum honoring their cultures in such a prime spot.  We were welcomed to the museum by administrators who explained the process of designing and building the museum, given a tour of the symbolic gardens by the Navaho ethno-biologist who designed them, and given a beautiful souvenir book about the museum’s artifacts following our tour of the facility.  I would highly recommend a visit to this museum when you are next in Washington. 
 
That evening the delegation from New Jersey met for dinner and conversation.  There were familiar faces and some new ones as well.  Our leader, Penny Thomas, Zone IV Conservation Chair, welcomed the group of eighteen, representing eleven of the zone’s clubs.  
 
The following day we began our two days of intensive presentations and discussions.
The GCA Legislative Meetings run like clock work!   The first day alone we heard introductory remarks by Marion Hill, GCA Conservation Chair, and Carol Stoddard, NAL Chair, followed by twenty-two different presentations!  Once again I was immensely impressed by our members’ reports on the various issues of Energy, Air Quality, Endangered Species, Transportation, Water and Wetlands, Forests, National Parks, Farm Bill Conservation Programs, and Partners for Plants.  These reports were high level, sophisticated, and concise, echoing GCA’s positions on these issues and the current events surrounding these topics.
 
Various individuals and groups addressed us making their case for their causes.  These included those promoting the new Captain John Smith Chesapeake Water Trail, the Coalition to Restore Coastal Louisiana, and Scenic America (the group that fights that “Litter on a Stick” – billboards).  Each impassioned group of speakers reminded us of the impact GCA has when it gets behind a cause. 
 
We then heard from the bureaucrats in Washington representing the Department of the Interior (DOI) and the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).  We had an update from the Invasives Species Coordinator of DOI.  Lively discussion ensued and the call of “They came, they saw, and they're conquering!” went up. 
 
 Late in the afternoon we then broke out into various zone meetings to discuss the particular issues in our zones and states that we wished to lobby our legislators about later in the week.  In New Jersey we singled out such issues as a recently released report from the Committee on Taxation to Congress advocating a drastic reduction in conservation easement tax deductions for citizens.  This raised such an outcry that the entire group ultimately acted to pass an unanimous resolution admonishing Congress to not implement such provisions.  This would have dire implications for private citizens, churches, the arts, and nonprofit groups.  In addition, our concerns included President Bush’s Clear Skies Initiative, the proposed Energy and Transportation Bills, the dramatic cuts in many areas affecting the environment including rollbacks in standards for sewage treatment, loss of funding in the federal budget for Amtrak, weakening of the Endangered Species Act, renewing of the fight to drill in ANWR (Alaska National Wildlife Refuge), appropriations for the federal Highlands Act, and promotion of the Crossroads of the American Revolution Trail here in New Jersey as a national heritage area.  It is a very full plate, to be sure!
 
The New Jersey delegation then met at the conclusion of the day with garden club members from Pennsylvania, New York and Connecticut to discuss the Highlands.  Our former Zone IV Conservation Chair Maureen Ogden updated us on the issue.  The group discussed ways the four states can work together to see the proper implementation of the Highlands Act.   A “summit” meeting of the garden clubs in the entire region was proposed for the fall of 2005 with a hike in the Highlands.  
 
The second education day took us to the beautiful Cannon Caucus Room on the Hill for our guest speakers on various issues representing both sides of the aisle.  We had some “celebrity sightings” as well, those officials who came to visit with the garden club members as they left their Democratic House Caucus meeting.  They included Civil Rights Activists Rep. John Lewis of Georgia and Rep. Sheila Jackson Lee of Texas, as well as the House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi.  They looked for their constituents and said hello to the group.  
 
Our speakers included several “think tank” analysts for environmental issues, the President of the National Parks Conservation Association, and a number of our legislators.  Chief among those were the Republican turned Independent Sen. James Jeffords of Vermont, Sen. Joe Lieberman of Conn., Sen. Hilary Clinton of New York, a far left Congressman from Oregon, and several “endangered species,” as they called themselves, moderate Republicans.  Included in the last category was New Jersey Rep. Rodney Frelingheysen, champion of the Highlands legislation.   The current administration’s viewpoints were articulated by EPA Assistant Administrator for Water and the likely heir-apparent for EPA Chief, James Connaughton.    Sen. Lieberman appeared on CNN later that day and used GCA as an example of a group coming to Washington to lobby for their interests.  As he told CNN, “And you don’t say NO to the garden clubs!”
 
Our evenings were taken up with delightful dinners at two private clubs in the area, one being the Democratic Women’s Club where we were able to view interesting political memorabilia.  Random seating insured that everyone made new friends and shared our clubs’ interests and concerns about the environment. 
 
The final day was taken up by lobbying on the Hill for the issues we had learned about and care so much about.  As the wonderful women representatives from the clubs spread out across the hill, looking very professional, carrying their handouts and fact sheets to share with the legislators and their environmental aides, one could not help but be impressed with the power of the unpaid, passionate lobbyist.  It is truly an example of what is right about democracy.  GCA takes a moderate position but one that is firmly committed to protection of the environment.   Diana and I were assigned to visit Sen. Lautenberg’s office and your Representative, Mike Ferguson’s office to discuss the issues.  Our conversations were lengthy, substantive, and, we hope, productive.
 
Many themes emerged from the meeting.  Everyone in Washington, and indeed across the country, is reeling from the proposed budget cuts that have been presented.  Rep. Frelinghuysen reminded us in his remarks that that is the Administration’s role and it is the obligation of Congress to put important items back into the budget.  And it is our responsibility to make sure that Congress knows what the people want and need.  
 
The job is getting harder.  Only one-third of the budget, the discretionary portion, is even up for grabs.  That is the portion used to run our government and fund all the things we care about.  The remaining two-thirds is nondiscretionary and goes to pay the interest on our national debt, defense, and the entitlement programs such as Social Security and Medicare.  
 
What do we come away with?  Garden club members want to have less dependence on foreign oil, alternative energy sources, clean air and water for us and future generations, more hybrid cars and public transportation, more recycling and less waste.  The government and every agency we heard from is promoting the formation of coalitions, private and public partnerships to get things done, more volunteerism.  It seems clear that, now more than ever, the burden of protecting our planet falls on us – its citizen stewards. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to represent The Plainfield Garden Club in this stimulating and rewarding endeavor.  When was the last time you were in a ballroom where every seat was occupied, no cell phones were ringing, everyone was at rapt attention, taking copious notes, putting up with 15 minute quickly grabbed lunches, and asking stimulating, provocative questions?  It was quite a high.  
 
Written by Elva Busch
 

 
Founders Fund
 

At the February meeting, Mandy Zachariades read the 3 projects for this year.  We will vote on them at our next meeting.  Full descriptions of the projects are on the GCA website.

Garden History & Design
 
Darlene Kasten has scheduled a visit to the Smithsonian Institution’s Archives of American Gardens in March. I will report at the April meeting. We are planning to recommend Stillman Gardens in late spring. 
 
Horticulture
 
Our committee met in February. We have two in-house shows coming up that we would like you to keep in mind. On April 20, we will have an in-house daffodil show. You can enter the daffodils which we distributed (and hopefully you planted) in the fall or any daffodils from your garden. The Daffodil Society Show is April 22 and 23. Hopefully this will inspire you to participate. We will also be judging our PX plants in anticipation of the Plant Exchange at Annual Meting. We will be distributing pots and entry cards at the March meeting for anyone who wants their plants to be considered for the Plant Exchange. On May 18, we will have our in-house Horticulture Show. Please peruse the schedule in the yellow book and please, please consider entering. Pressure to follow.
 
We are planning to schedule a field trip to the peony farm highlighted at our January meeting. We will probably go in mid-May. Details will follow. And of course, do not forget the trips to Wave Hill (June 10) and to Central Park’s Conservatory Gardens (May 12) which Sally B. is arranging. 
 
Also the Trenton Garden Club small flower show “Full Circle” has a horticulture component. The show is Friday, May 6 and 7. If you think you might want to enter, call me and I will furnish you with a schedule.
 
 
In Darlene Kasten's absence, Sally Booth gave a few horticulture hints at the February meeting.  It is almost time to sow larkspur, poppy (not oriental poppy) seeds, bachelor buttons and cosmos seeds outside.  You can even sow them on top of snow. Next fall try sowing sweet peas outside. They might come up in the spring if it is not too cold a winter. They like cold weather.
Photography
 
The Photography Show was by all accounts, a huge success, and I thank you for participating. The judges were so impressed by the response from our club. “How did you get so many entries?”, they asked. Never underestimate the power of guilt. The judges were extremely diligent and gave excellent comments and critiques on every entry. Please keep their comments in mind when we embark on some photography outings in the spring. One general tip they gave me was to plan the outings early in the day or late in the day when the lighting is best. Overhead lighting seemed to be a big problem in the Greenwood Gardens photographs. They did recognize the fact that most of those pictures were taken in the worst of conditions and tried not to hold it against the photographer.  Mea culpa. 
 
Results
There were so many entries, the judges divided the photographs into many subcategories. More blue ribbons for us and better judging of comparable photographs for them.
Class I. Public Gardens.
(Black and white)
1. Darlene 
2. Darlene
(Greenwood Gardens vignettes)
1. Elva 
2. Nancy 
3. Elva

     HM. Lorraine
     HM. Nancy
 
(Gardens other than Greenwood Gardens)
(Close-ups)
1.      Bernadette
2.      Diana
3.      Elva
HM. Lorraine
 
(Landscapes)
1. Darlene 
2. Elva 
3. Nancy

HM. Diana
HM. Mary
 
Class II. Private Gardens.
1. Diana 
2. Julie 
3. Diana

HM. Bernadette
 
Class III. In My Garden.
(Garden vignettes)
1. Elva 
2. Phyllis 
3. Tucker 

(Digital close-ups)
1. Diana 
2. Janet 

(Close-ups)
1. Elva 
2. Mary 
3. Elva

HM. Elva
 
 
We will be repeating this schedule next year along with the additional classes,
Class IV: Shakespeare Garden and Class V: In My Garden Outside New Jersey. Do not wait until next February to start taking pictures!!! Start today. Next year we will limit the entries to one photograph per person per class. You may enter more than one class, but only one entry per class. Also, we will have the judging take place before the meeting so that we can admire the photographs and read the comments at our leisure. That means there will be a submission date prior to the meeting date. You can do it!
 
Other photography news: 
There is another small flower show being sponsored by the Trenton Garden Club. The show is titled “Full Circle."  Entries are due April 15 and space is limited. If you are interested in entering, call me and I will furnish you with your very own schedule and rules.
The following is an exhibit at the Reeves-Reed Arboretum on garden photography which you may be interested in seeing.
Lynn Wilkins
February 16 - March 31, 2005 
Lynn Wilkins' exhibit, In Full Bloom, will feature her floral images.  Her photographs expose a new world of natural beauty that is both rich in detail and abstract.  Photography is Lynn's unique way of sharing with the rest of the world those things that touch her most and to serve as a reminder of the indescribable beauty all around us.  
 
 
 
Program
 
For our February 16th meeting, we enjoyed a wonderful flower arranging demonstration given by Katherine Toland of Greystone Designs in Princeton. The theme of the presentation was "Flower Designs for Parties."
 
 

Thank you to our hostesses Tucker Trimble, Mary Kent and Jane Burner.

 

Our next meeting is scheduled for March 16th at the Plainfield Country Club.  There will be an 8:30 AM Board Meeting.  Coffee will be served beginning at 9:30 AM.  Our speaker will be Deirdre Larkin, a New York Botanical Garden lecturer and her talk is titled "Medieval Gardening."  Our hostess are Bev Gorman and Elisabeth Loizeaux.  If unable to attend, please RSVP.  Guests are welcome.  Immediately following, all members are invited to stay for lunch and visit with our speaker.

 
** PLEASE NOTE THE CHANGE**
Our June meeting will be held of Thursday, June 9, not the 8th, due to GCA meetings in NYC that conflict.
 
 
Scholarship
 
Kathy Andrews read a letter from "our" student at the Student Conservation Association at the February meeting.  She thanked us for our contribution which enabled her to have a very successful summer with them.
 

Also at the meeting, Bernice Swain announced that the Benjamin Blackburn $5,000.00 scholarship applications are due now.  If you know any students wishing to apply to let her know.

 

Friend of the Frelinghuysen Arboretum will be hosting their annual Blackburn Scholarship Tea and featuring a lecture by Ken Druse titled "The Trowels and Tribulations of Building a New Jersey Garden."  This is to be held on Wednesday, March 30th.  Joining Ken will be Rosalind Creasy, an acclaimed garden author who will be delivering a lecture titled "Edible Theme Gardens."

 

To register for these events, please contact the Friends at the Frelinghuysen at 973-326-7603.  

 

 
Shakespeare in Bloom
 
We are very excited about our plans for this year's Shakespeare In Bloom, to be held rain or shine on Saturday, June 4.  It will be from 10am-2pm and everyone will work a 2 hour shift.  There will be an in-house pre-order plant sale, with some plants available on June 4.  This is a scaled down event with no lunches or speakers...just trying something new!  By now you should have all received a "Save The Date" card for our preview cocktail party on Friday, June 3.  This will be our (small) fundraiser for the event and we hope to see everyone there.  Watch this space for more details as we get closer to the big day.
Tucker Trimble 

 

 

ASIAN LONGHORNED BEETLE UPDATE for  February 25, 2005 courtesy of Carl P. Schulze, Director, Division of Plant Industry, New Jersey Department of Agriculture. Anyone suspecting the presence of this beetle should contact the NJDA at 1-866-BEETLE-1 or (609) 292-5440. Please note that until all 'Invasives' listserv enrollments received to date are uploaded, we will continue to post invasive info for ALB to the Turf and Forests listservs. 


ASIAN LONGHORNED BEETLE UPDATE                        FEBRUARY 25, 2005 
 

A public information session has been set for Thursday, March 10, at 7 p.m. at the Rahway City Library to inform residents about the expanded quarantine zone in Rahway and the need to cut down approximately 1,400 more trees in the city due to the expansion.
 
NJDA, USDA and NJ Forest Service representatives will be on hand to explain how the eradication program works and why eradication depends on removing high-risk host trees that are near infested trees. The quarantine expansion occurred after an infested tree was found in late-November in Rahway near the western edge of the existing quarantine zone. Property owners and residents within a quarter mile radius of the infested tree will receive specific notice about the information session.       
 
As of February 24, 1,547 trees have been removed from the Middlesex/Union ALB infestation area.  They included 476 infested trees and 1,071 high-risk host trees. Crews continued to work this week in the residential areas of Carteret. Currently, 11 program personnel from USDA APHIS PPQ, NJDA, NJ Forest Service are performing survey, control and regulatory activities.  Seven program personnel continue to perform survey and regulatory activities in the Jersey City Quarantine.
 
The NJ Turnpike Authority provided the NJ ALB Program with a permit to allow program tree climbers access to climb and inspect trees along the section of Turnpike that falls within the Middlesex/Union ALB Quarantine area.
 
Program personnel will remain on-site during the tree removal process to address concerns from homeowners and to ensure operations continue to run smoothly.
 
Rosa Yoo, NJ DEP Community Forester/ALB Outreach, and Elisandra Sanchez, USDA APHIS PPQ NJ ALB Compliance Officer, will provide an ALB Presentation to the Union County Garden Club on Wednesday, March 2.


Patricia D. Hastings
NJinPAS Coordinator/Assistant Pesticide Safety Education Program Coordinator/New Jersey School IPM Coordinator
Rutgers Cooperative Research and Extension of New Jersey, the Garden State!
hastings@aesop.rutgers.edu; phone: 732-932-9801 (messages); 732-932-4271 (direct after 4pm)
PMO websites @ www.pestmanagement.rutgers.edu
Agriculture & Resource Management Agent

Rutgers Cooperative Research and Extension of Somerset County

State Master Gardener Program Leader

Rutgers - The State University of New Jersey

310 Milltown Road, Bridgewater, NJ 08807

Phone: 908-526-6293, Fax: 908-704-1821

Email: polanin@rce.rutgers.edu
Website: http://somerset.rce.rutgers.edu/
Core Credit Website: http://www.recert.rutgers.edu/
Plainfield Garden Club Newsletter:  April 2005

President's Message 
 

I can tell, by all the daffodil shoots in my garden, that Spring weather is right around the corner!  We are all so happy that Beth Harbaugh is able to rejoin The Plainfield Garden Club this year and we offer her a most hearty welcome!

Deidre Larkin's lecture on "Medieval Gardening" was not only fascinating and informative, but very apropos for our club since we maintain a "Shakespeare Garden"!  It was very nice of her to stay and have lunch with several of us after the meeting and answer many member's questions.  A special thanks to Barbara Sandford for presenting us with a "Conservation Minute" last month about the invasive tree, Norway Maple.  Her reference books on trees were educational and her first hand reminiscence's about trees, planted locally, give us all something to notice as we drive around town.

This year, the Daffodil Show, at the Frelinghuysen Arboretum, will be held on Friday and Saturday, April 22 and 23.  I have schedules for the show if anyone is interested in entering, please call me.  I will bring the schedules to our April meeting.  Also, we need 2 volunteers to be hostesses on Saturday, April 23, from 12:00 to 2:00.  This job involves greeting visitors and encouraging them to vote for their favorite arrangement.  If you are available that day, please let me know!  Also, many thanks from the Plainfield Garden Club, go to Sally Booth, for co-chairing this event!  It's going to be quite a display!

Since we are going to be outdoors in the Shakespeare Garden this month, the next board meeting will be at my house, Monday, April 18th at 12:30pm.  All board members RSVP regrets only.  See everyone in the Garden on the 20th.  Pray for dry, warm, weather!  And, many thanks to Sandy Lawrence for hosting our General Meeting at her house, following our fellowship and cleanup in the Garden!

      Kathy 
Civic Projects
 

Nina Weil has announced that the Spring Clean-up at the Plainfield High School Atrium is Friday, April 15th at 10:00 AM
 

Conservation
 

The Conservation Committee met on Tues., March 29 and had another very productive meeting.  We will be reporting to the club on our activities very soon.  The next meeting of the committee will be Monday, May 9 at 10:00 AM at the Plainfield Library.

We're Making Progress Category!
In the Star Ledger on Thurs., March 31st are two articles that make us think we are beginning to make progress regarding invasive plants.  The first, titled "Nurseries Go Native Under New Rulings," author John Van de Water, discusses New Jersey's EPA ruling prohibiting the planting of nonnative plants on public lands.  It states, "not enough native shrubs and trees are planted on our home grounds.  . . Fortunately, we are seeing a turnaround.  Many nurseries and mail-order growers are now offering a wide choice of native shrubs and trees."  The article discusses recent books devoted to growing native plants, the advantages of growing them, and gives many fine
examples.

In Valerie Sudol's column, "Garden Notes," she describes arming your garden against invasives.   As a follow-up to her excellent two part article on Invasives last fall, Ms. Sudol talks about how some of the worst offending plants are still available in nurseries.  She highlights the upcoming program called "AlterNatives" at the Frelinghuysen.  It will be held on Fri., April 8.  Call today if you would still like to attend this excellent program.  Attendees will come away with seeds, cuttings or divisions of garden worthy species.  Call 973-326-7603 or www.arboretumfriends.org to
register.

Conservation Chronicle
Don't miss the upcoming April edition of the Chronicle in about two weeks.
Suggestions for topics are always welcome.
Other notes on Conservation from the March meeting:
Elva Busch said the "Conservation Chronicle"  would be staggered mid-month to Club members to avoid all information from the club coming at once.
 

The Senate approved the drilling in Alaska which GCA has opposed for the past 25 years.  This drilling is slated to be done on the Coastal Plain which is a smaller area where animals habitat would be closer to the drilling area.  
 

The EPA has passed a new ruling to reduce mercury emissions up to 70% called the 'Clean Air Mercury Act'.
 

The NJ Audubon Society is now in favor of reducing the population of deer in NJ as the herd is now estimated at 200,000.
 

On April 8 there will be a follow up on the invasives lecture held at the Frelinghuysen Arboretum.
 

Barbara Sandford reported at the March meeting on the 'Invasive of the Month' the Norway Maple tree.
 

Daffodil Show at the Frelinghuysen
 

Help is needed at the Frelinghuysen Daffodil Show.  Please let Kathy Andrews now if you could be a hostess!
 

From: aogates@comcast.net
Date: March 22, 2005 5:05:39 PM EST
To: kea1030@comcast.net (Kathy Andrews)
Subject: NJ Daffodil Show - Hostesses

Dear Kathy,
 
I am the Hospitality Chairman for the 2005 NJ Daffodil Show which will 
be on 4/22 & 4/23 at the Frelinghuysen Arboretum.  We need hostesses 
for the Show and I'm asking our Zone IV clubs to help out.
  
I'm hoping that two members of Plainfiled Garden Club could be 
hostesses on Saturday, 4/23 from 12:00 until 2:00.
 
They would just need to greet visitors as they come in, encourage 
visitors to cast a vote for their favorite arrangement and answer any 
questions that visitors might have.
  
I look forward to hearing from you with the names of two helpful 
members.  Once I know who the hostesses will be, I'll contact them and give them 
the details.
 
Thank you.
  
Happy Spring!
 
Anne Gates
Stony Brook Garden Club
Dues
 

Dues for the 2005-2006 fiscal year are $120 for active members, $125 for sustaining members, and $80 for affiliates. 
 

At our March meeting we learned that our Zone IV subscriptions to ConWatch (GCA Conservation Newsletter) are low.  A 1-year subscription to this informative Conservation Newsletter, published quarterly, is $10.  To encourage subscriptions, we decided to add a line to our dues bills for ladies who wish to subscribe.  To subscribe, just check the
subscription box and add $10 to your dues check. Please send dues to Phyllis Alexander, 1734 Sleepy Hollow Lane, Plainfield, N.J. 07060 before the end of April.   Thanks, Phyllis  
 

Founder's Fund
 

The three Founder's Fund candidates were reviewed at the March meeting and our club voted to submit the Perry Street project from Trenton and Stonybrook Garden Club as our choice.
 

 

Garden Club of America
 

Tucker Trimble attended the meetings at GCA in New York in her capacity as Zone Chairman, and reported that the Annual Meeting will be reduced by one day beginning with the 2008 Annual Meeting, and that this would be the last year of the Plant Exchange at an Annual Meeting due to problems with sudden Oak death and invasives.  Exchanges will be held at the local level and at Zone meetings.
 

Garden History and Design
 

In March I visited the Archives of American Gardens at the Smithsonian Institution and was able to see entries in the Garden Club of American Collection. It was extremely fascinating. I was able to see some of the hand colored glass lantern slides which are works of art in their own right. In addition, I was able to see our very own Shakespeare Garden which is not available to view on the AAG’s website, www.siris.si.edu. One question that Paula Healy the museum specialist had was, “Who photographed the garden for the entry?” There was no photographer’s release on file. I was hoping maybe someone who was a member when the garden was submitted might be able to supply me with the information which I will pass on to Paula. 
 

Horticulture
 

April and May are busy months for the horticulture committee. We have several in house shows coming up and there are many opportunities outside as well. 
 

Our April meeting will feature two shows, one for daffodils and one for our PX plants. Both shows will be judged by members of our horticulture committee. If you have some wonderful specimens, you are encouraged to enter the New Jersey Daffodil Society show April 22 and 23 at the Frehlinghuysen Arboretum. There is also a class for “horticulture other than daffodils” where you can enter tulips and other early spring bloomers. Please bring your daffodils in glass bottles if you have them. I will have bottles available as well. 
 

At the same meeting, you are asked to bring your entries for the Plant Exchange in Kansas City. Please bring your cards filled out for each plant and we will choose the plants to take to Annual Meeting. You are welcome to bring more than one of the same plant and we will choose the best example.
 

Next up is May. Our May in house show is judged by GCA judges, so I encourage you to enter as many classes as you can. The schedule follows and I will bring a sign up sheet to the April meeting. I know it is hard to tell what will be blooming outdoors, but there are a number of categories for propagated plants that you can enter as well. And don’t forget our challenge class of seeds for the Shakespeare Garden. 
 

 

Horticulture Schedule
Plainfield Garden Club
May 2005
 

CLASS A. PROPAGATED PLANTS
 

A single rooted plant in a terra cotta pot that has been propagated by the exhibitor. A 4”x6” white card printed in black waterproof ink stating method, dates of propagation and any other pertinent information must accompany the entry.
 

1.      Challenge Plant: Seeds to be distributed.
2.      Mother and child: Mother plant and child propagated from the mother plant.
3.      Any other propagated plant.
 

CLASS B. FLOWERING BRANCHES: TREES AND SHRUBS
 

A single cut specimen not to exceed 24” in total length to be exhibited in a clear glass bottle.
 

CLASS C: HARDY PERENNIALS, BIENNIALS AND VINES
 

A single cut specimen to be exhibited in a clear glass bottle.
 

CLASS D: BULBS, CORMS, RHIZOMES AND TUBERS
 

1.      A single cut specimen to be exhibited in a clear glass bottle.
2.      3 cut stems of the same specimen to be exhibited in a clear glass bottle.
3.      Challenge class: daffodil bulbs to be distributed in the fall (moved to the April meeting).
 

CLASS E: PAR
 

An exhibit of outstanding horticultural merit that does not qualify for entry elsewhere in this horticulture schedule. To be judged against perfection. Rooted plant must have been in exhibitor’s possession for at least six months. No cut specimens, bonsai, orchids, or hanging baskets.
 

A workshop on Plant Exchange was held at Darlene Kasten's house on March 29 at noon.  Plants for the Annual Meeting's Plant Exchange were to be chosen at that time. 
 

At April meeting, there will be an informal show in-house for plants to be considered for the Plant Exchange. At the March meeting, pots and worksheets were passed out to interested members. Also at the April meeting, there will be a show of daffodils that we grew from bulbs distributed in the fall. Darlene will have bottles for display of the daffodils although growers can bring their daffodils in their own bottles.
 

Photography
 

I have invited Lynn Wilkins, a professional garden photographer who is currently showing at Reeves-Reed Arboretum, to run a garden Photography workshop for us in June. It will be held in conjunction with Shakespeare in Bloom when the Shakespeare Garden always seems to be at its best. She will walk through the garden with us and give us suggestions for framing, camera settings, etc. She will be there to answer our questions in the field as well as to get us started on garden photography. We will hold the workshop either from 8:00 to 10:00 in the morning or from 2:00 to 4:00 in the afternoon on Saturday, June 4. We will decide amongst the interested photographers. (8:00 sounds early but the light is good.) Lynn will then come back next year to one of our meetings to talk to the membership about garden photography in general. We can bring our photographs then and she will critique them informally and make suggestions for future photographs. All you need to do is sign up, bring a camera and a tripod if you have one, and $10 for the workshop. I will be collecting money at the May meeting. We are limiting our number to 10 so that we can get maximum attention in the garden. This is a tremendous opportunity to learn to photograph in the garden or hone your skills. Remember, there will be a class in the photography show next year that will be devoted to photographs taken in the Shakespeare Garden. 
 

Also, don’t forget our fun show in May of photographs taken of the Gates in Central Park. Please bring one entry only. Matting and size are up to you. 
 
 

Program
 

9:00 AM Board Meeting
10:00 AM Opening Day at the Shakespeare Garden
Lunch to follow at Sandy Lawrence's home
Plant Exchange
945 Woodland Avenue, Plainfield
Hostesses:  
Lorraine Ciemniecki  lciem@yahooo.com
Sally Kroll  slkroll@coomcast.net
Sandy Lawrence  sandy.lawrence@att.net
RSVP if unable to attend
 

*  Please drop off your plants and daffodils for "passing" at Sandy's house at 9:30 AM -- on your way to the Shakespeare Garden.  See "Horticulture" for more details.
 

Scholarship
 

Bernice Swain informed the club at the March meeting of two scholarships available for qualified students.  The first is the Blackburn Scholarship of $5000 which requires that the student be studying Botany or a related field in an accredited college.  The second was the Rome Academy Scholarship of $5,000 which requires graduate work in the field of Landscape Architecture.  The deadline for application is April.
 

 

Shakespeare In Bloom
 

Shakspeare In Bloom is scheduled for Saturday June 4th, and "Save the Date Cards" have been mailed for the party the night before, where something 'special' would be auctioned off.
 

 

Visiting Gardens
 

Sally Booth has organized two trips for our club this spring.  The first will be Thursday, May 12 to New York to the Conservatory Gardens in Central Park, lunch at GCA, and a tour of Gracie Mansion.  The second will be a trip to Wave Hill on Friday, June 10th.  Sign up sheets were circulated at the March meeting.  If you are interested and did not sign up, please contact Sally.
 

Canning and Preserving

If anyone in the club is interesting in canning and preserving, Elva has supplies she would like to sell at an extremely reasonable price.  She has a large canning pot, lots of different size canning jars, tools, and a wonderful book called Complete Book of Home Storage of Vegetables and Fruits. (Elva had a large vegetable garden in Connecticut.)  Please call
Elva if you are interested.
 

 

Bare Spots in Your Lawn?   Advice From Rutgers . . . 
 

It is about time for people to start their landscape work, and grass seeding is a common spring ritual, albeit not the best time to do this task.  Recall that late-summer and early-fall (mid August to early October) is a much better timing to establish turf from seed. 
Nevertheless, some insight on seed selection for shaded areas is often helpful in the spring.

Shaded areas in landscapes commonly contain struggling turf each year. And  property owners frequently attempt to improve ground cover in those areas with seed in the spring.  Fine fescues are well known for adaptation to shaded environments.  Tall fescues, while unrecognized for this trait, are also well adapted to shaded environments.

Unfortunately, there isn't extensive data on performance of turf varieties in the shade.  Thanks to the tree plantings of Dr. Reed Funk at the Adelphia Plant Science Research and Extension Farm, Dr. William Meyer has been able to initiate some shade trial work.  Some of the initial data for this shade work is available on pages 42-43 of the 2003 Rutgers Turfgrass Proceedings (Table 5 of the fines fescue article).

Listed below are a list of those varieties that have good to excellent performance in the heavy shade trial at Adelphia.  I would encourage you to circulate this information with property owners, land care operators and landscapers that have issues with shade in the landscapes that they manage.  More data will be coming as future tests are performed.

The top 13 named cultivars (first statistical group based on the LSD) in Table 5 of the 2003 Proceedings were ...

Ambrose - Chewings fescue
Shenandoah II - tall fescue
Plantation - tall fescue
Finelawn Elite - tall fescue
Intrigue - Chewings

Mustang 3 - tall fescue
Oxford - hard fescue
Prospect - tall fescue
Ambassador - Chewings fescue
Rebel Exceda - tall fescue

Bingo - tall fescue
Seven Seas - Chewings fescue
Reliant II - hard fescue
Signia - tall fescue

The next group (good tolerance) were ...

Scorpion - tall fescue
Minotaur - hard fescue
Discovery - hard fescue
Rebel Sentry - tall fescue
Aurora - hard fescue

Cindy Lou - strong creeping red fescue
Raptor - tall fescue
SR 3100 - hard fescue
Berkshire - hard fescue
Biltmore - tall fescue

Hope you find these recommendations useful.

James A. Murphy, Ph.D.
Associate Extension Specialist
Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey
Department of Plant Biology and Pathology
59 Dudley Road
New Brunswick, NJ 08901-8520
phone: 732 932-9711 ext. 129
fax: 732 932-9441
murphy@aesop.rutgers.edu
 

Plainfield Garden Club Newsletter:  May 2005

President's Message
 
Last month, it was so nice to be outdoors, seeing everyone with their 
mud boots on and spending a very productive morning getting the 
Shakespeare Garden ready to bloom!  Thank you all for coming that day!  
Mary Lewis, our Zone Vice Chairman, was a good sport to come and help 
us weed and then attend our meeting!  Sandy Lawrence was very gracious 
to host our meeting at her home with luncheon help from Lorraine 
Ciemniecki and Sally Kroll.   Thanks, ladies.  Also, Darlene did a 
great job arranging our daffodil display.  Speaking of daffodils, Sally 
Booth did an excellent job as co-chair of the Daffodil Show at the 
Frelinghuysen.  Many thanks to the PGC volunteers, Bev Gorman and 
Phyllis Alexander for helping out at the Show.  We were well 
represented this year at the GCA  Annual Meeting by Tucker Trimble, 
Diana Madsen, Mary Kent, Darlene Kasten and me!  We will present 
highlights at the next meeting.  But for now, a hearty congratulations 
goes to Darlene Kasten for bringing home a blue ribbon in photography 
for her pea pod!  Well done!  Since we are having a Hort Show in May, 
the next board meeting will be at my house on Monday, May 16th at 12:30 
pm.  All executive and committee chairs are invited.  RSVP regrets only 
to me by e-mail or phone.  Thanks,  Kathy 
 


Civics
 
 Chairman Nina Weil described at our last meeting the newly planted and refreshed atrium at Plainfield High School and thanked everyone who helped her at the atrium on April 15th. Flowering trees destined for Habitat for Humanity have been planted at the atrium until they are large enough to be used by Habitat. Bernice Swain was the member who obtained the trees for us. The membership voted to spend $300.00 to pay John Garrahan to plant shrubs and do some landscaping at Transition House in Elizabeth, New Jersey.
 

Conservation


Committee Meeting:
The Conservation Committee will next meet on Monday morning, May 9th at
10:00 at the Plainfield Public Library, lower level.
Committee members, please remember to bring the items we are looking for, as
discussed at the last meeting, for the committee's review.
Thanks again to all committee members for the excellent job on the invasives
project.

Go Native!
Remember as you shop for new plants for your gardens to consider planting
native plants.  You can refer to the list from Well Sweep Farms
distributed at the last meeting to get some ideas.  For those who missed the
meeting, just let me know and I'll provide you with a list.  You will also
see that there are a number of natives on the plant list for sale by the
club this spring.  For those of you who purchased the pamphlet, "Plant
Invaders of the Mid-Atlantic Natural Areas", you'll see native alternatives
pictured for each of the invasive plants.

 

Elva

 

 

Flower Arranging
 
The Garden Club of Trenton will present a small flower show, ”Full Circle” on May 6th and 7th.
 

 

Horticulture
 

Thank you to everyone who brought daffodils to the April meeting. It was a beautiful display of spring. And thank you Sandy and Bill, for accommodating us. Thank you also for your PX plants. We were able to bring 6 plants from 6 growers (just). We are planning a propagation workshop on June 15 at the Reeves-Reed Arboretum. Hopefully we will have more luck this time with our cuttings. There is one last PX next year in Denver to anticipate. 

 

May is our in-house JUDGED horticulture show. Please bring your exhibits for passing at 9:00. Passing will end by 9:45 so that the judges can begin at 10:00. The schedule is in the yellow book minus the daffodil class. If you have any questions, please call me. And please consider entering. I know the sign up sheet did not make it all the way around the room at the April meeting and many people did not see the second page. If you did not sign up, you can still enter. (If you did sign up, you cannot renege!!)

 

 

New Jersey Committee
 
Bernadette Neill informed members of a presale for the NJ Committee plant sale to be held at The Frelinghuysen Arboretum on Friday, September 30th. Details will follow.
 

 

Photography
 

Our June workshop is filled!! If you want to be on our waiting list, let me know at the May meeting. Remember all checks are due by that meeting to save your place. 

Bring your Gates in Central Park photographs to the May meeting. They should be matted and please, please only one photograph per person. This is just for fun so plan to participate.

And do not forget your camera when we go to New York for the visit to the Conservatory Gardens in Central Park.

 

Program
 
Wednesday, May 18th
9:30 AM Coffee
Plainfield Country Club
Ballroom
Horticulture Show (see "Horticulture Schedule in your yellow book)
Ian Tonneson
New York Botanical Garden Class Teacher
Flower Design Demonstration
 
Please RSVP if unable to attend
Hostesses:  Ramona Ferguson  rferguson@pointlegal.com  9908) 561-4705
                  Tucker Trimble  tjtrimble@aol.com   (908) 654-5455
                  Nina Weil  npweil@aol.com  (908) 756-3718
 
 
Guests are welcome to the lecture and shows.
 
There will be a $10.00 charge for the flower-arranging segment of the May meeting. 
 
Please see "Photography" for more details
Please see "Horticulture" for more details
 

Shakespeare in Bloom
 

Tucker Trimble announced that we would hold a cocktail party on June 3rd and “ Shakespeare in Bloom” on June 4th. Invitations are in the mail. Mrs. Trimble suggested that a scholarship chairman be appointed to attend meetings at Plainfield High School and help select the PGC Scholarship winner. She reminded members to complete to pre-order plant sale form.

 

Road Trip
 

Calling all those adventure- lovers!  Sally Booth has arranged for us a wonderful trip to New York City on Thursday, May 12th.  Here is the Plan:

10:00 tour of Conservatory Garden. Cost: $10.00. Meet at gates at 103rd Street and 5th Ave.

12:15 (or before) Lunch at headquarters, 14 E 60th Street.  Cost $28.00

3:00 Tour of Gracie Mansion.  Cost $10.00.

Sally needs a head count ASAP and a check for $48.00.  

Sally Booth

325 Woodland Avenue,

Westfield, NJ  07090

sbooth1954@aol.com

Bus?
Since traffic is so unpredictable in the morning Sally is thinking of taking us on the bus!  (This will emphasize the "field trip" aspect to this trip!)  The bus is quite fast as there are bus lanes.  There is one from Westfield at 8:12 AM arriving at 9:05 AM(a bit early) or 8:49 AM arriving at 9:46 AM (a bit late).  There is parking in Westfield. 

 

Train?

We could also take the train from Metro Park where there is parking.  We could also drive and park at the Met.  If we left at 8:00 AM we would have 2 hours to get there which would probably be enough time.  

 

Auto?

We could also rent a bus or van.  This, of course, would add to the expense. Or, we could all be responsible for our own transportation. Does any one have any other ideas?

GCA
 

The Spring, 2005 issue of The Real Dirt is now on the GCA website. You may find it on the Members Only Page under News or under the Horticulture Committee listing. The back issues are only under the Horticulture Committee listing.
 
1. Go to the Garden Club of America website http://www.gcamerica.org/
2. Click on "Members Only"
3. Enter  gcamember  (use all lower case letters)
4. Enter the password: compost
5. At the top of the page click on "News" for the current issue.
6. Or click on "Committees" and go to the "Horticulture Committee" listing 
for the new issue and back issues. An index of articles in the back issues will be 
posted in the near future.
  
Please feel free to contact a member of the Horticulture Committee if  you have problems with any of this.

 

 

Returning Member News:  Beth Harbaugh
 

Glad to be back in the garden club.  Looking forward to seeing old faces and meeting new ones.  Married for 22 years to a great guy named Mark,  we have four children 

Carolyn (19), Mark,Jr. (18), William (16) and Julia (11).  I am excited about learning new things and working with such a wonderful group of women again!

 

Beth 

 

 

Members on the Move
 

Please update your yellow books

 

Nancy Plumeri

455 Long Lane

Far Hills, NJ 07931

(908) 439-2066

Fax-(908) 439-2445

 

Barbara Grinnell

122 Palmers Hill Road

Apt. 1204

Stamford, CT  06902

(203) 353-1470

 

Joan Eckert

4211 Misty Morning Way

Apt. 2221

Gainesville, GA  30506

(770) 536-4319

 

Joan Vivian

1285 Branch Road

Wells, Maine  04090

(207) 985-9143

 

Beth Harbaugh (Mrs. Mark) '97

106 Stanmore Place

Westfield, NJ  07090

(908) 654-8117

FAX:  (908) 654-4797

meharbaugh@aol.com
 

Asian Longhorned Beetle Update
NBC News carried the bad news of another tree found in NYC adjoining Central Park on Fifth at 71st/72nd.  Tree was removed April 29, 2005

News update.

ASIAN LONGHORNED BEETLE UPDATE                                APRIL 29, 2005 

New Jersey Secretary of Agriculture Charles M. Kuperus and Department of Environmental Protection Commissioner Bradley M. Campbell joined Rahway Mayor James Kennedy and others at Rahway’s Grover Cleveland Elementary School on Thursday, April 28, to commemorate Arbor Day with the planting of trees that are resistant to the Asian longhorned beetle (ALB). 

Secretary Kuperus spoke about the importance of cooperation among public and private partners in the fight against the beetle, giving special mention to Public Service Electric and Gas (PSE&G) for their help with trees around power lines, Covanta Union, the company running the Rahway incinerator, for their help in burning wood chips from trees cut down due to ALB infestation and the New Jersey Landscape Contractors Association for donating trees to be replanted. Also Don Base and Joan Karaczkiewicz, the two Carteret residents who alerted NJDA officials to areas where the beetle had been seen, were recognized during the event. 

As of April 27, 4,019 trees have been removed from the Middlesex/Union quarantine area.  Of those, 507 were infested host trees and 3,512 were high risk exposed host trees. Crews continued removing trees in areas of Carteret, Rahway and Linden. 

Currently, 14 program personnel from USDA APHIS PPQ, NJDA, NJ Forest Service are performing survey, control and regulatory activities.  Eighteen USDA Forest Service Smokejumpers, along with 13 contracted tree climbers from Bartlett Tree Expert Company, continue to survey trees in theMiddlesex/Union ALB quarantine; to date a total of 14,815 trees have been inspected. Tree treatments in the Middlesex/Union area are slated to start May 16 with approximately 20,200 trees to be treated with the insecticide imidacloprid. The insecticide will be injected into the tree's trunk or into the soil surrounding the tree. 

On April 25, NJ-12 News, New Jersey’s Cable News Network, did an update story with Barry Emens, USDA-APHIS ALB New Jersey Program Director, on the tree removal process being conducted the Middlesex/Union ALB quarantine. On April 25, the NJ DEP Forest Service in cooperation with Mayor Daniel J. Reiman of Carteret, held a public meeting concerning the ALB reforestation plan for Carteret.  Representatives from NJ DEP explained all the parts of the reforestation process.  Approximately 50 residents attended the meeting which was covered by the Star Ledger, who ran a story in their April 26 edition. 
   
On April 28, the Star Ledger ran a feature story on the ALB Program’s reforestation efforts being conducted in Carteret.  The story covered the planting of 56 new non-host trees on Pinho Road in Carteret.   

Jersey City/Hoboken ALB Infestation 
Tree treatments in the Jersey City/Hoboken ALB quarantine area were completed on April 28; a total of 893 trees were treated.   
-- 

**********************************************************

Nicholas Polanin

Agriculture & Resource Management Agent

Rutgers Cooperative Research and Extension of Somerset County

State Master Gardener Program Leader

Rutgers - The State University of New Jersey

310 Milltown Road, Bridgewater, NJ 08807

Phone: 908-526-6293, Fax: 908-704-1821

Email: polanin@rce.rutgers.edu
Website: http://somerset.rce.rutgers.edu/
Core Credit Website: http://www.recert.rutgers.edu/
**********************************************************
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President's Message
 

Whew!  That was a very busy meeting last month with our Annual Meeting and our General Meeting back to back.  Ian Tonneson's Flower Design and Demonstration was inspiring!  I'm glad so many guests won his arrangements in the raffle!  Thank you Ramona, Tucker, and Nina for hosting the meeting.  And, thank you Phyllis for your interesting conservation presentation on the invasive plant, garlic mustard.  Thanks, also, go to Diana, Mary, Tucker and Darlene for sharing their experiences at the Annual Meeting in Kansas City.

I'm looking forward to our Shakespeare in Bud and Bloom events coming up this weekend.  Hope everyone can attend.  Tucker and her committee have worked hard planning our weekend extravaganza, kicking off with a cocktail Party at her lovely home.  Can't wait to see her fabulous garden!  Thanks Tucker, for all your hard work and masterful planning!

The Garden is looking great, thanks to Mary and Sally for guiding all our busy hands to task!  Be sure to invite your family and friends to stop by on Saturday and see how beautiful the Garden is and partake in our one of a kind plant sale!  Speaking of plant sales, Mary and Sally have done a superb job putting together both the members plant sale and the Shakespeare in Bloom plant sale.  Thank you for finding such unusual and top quality plants for us to purchase and plant in our gardens!

Our next General Meeting and end of the year picnic will be Thursday, June 9th, at Mandy Zachariades home in her beautiful garden.  So, be sure to bring your own lawn chair!  There will not be a board meeting prior to the June meeting since our last board meeting was a couple of weeks ago.  Hope to see everyone in the Garden the rest of the week and 
over the weekend!  Kathy

Conservation

Committee Meeting
The committee will meet once more before the summer recess, on Mon, June13th at the Plainfield Public Library, lower level at 10:00.  Please review past communications for your assignments.  This should complete our work forth is year.

Fast Tract Legislation
If any additional action is needed by the membership during the summer to promote the extension of the moratorium on the Fast Tract Legislation (which would speed up and make easier the process of allowing developers to proceed with projects in the areas of the Highlands allowing development), I will contact you and request action.  At this point discussions seem to be beginning again as the deadline on the Fast Tract moratorium nears.  The latest rumor I hear is that Acting Gov. Codey will extend the moratorium so
that he will not have to take action on this (and oppose some in his party since he will continue as a State Senator) and force the new Governor to deal with the issue in the fall.

Chronicle
There will be one more issue of the Conservation Chronicle this year, the June issue.  Hope you have enjoyed our club conservation newspaper and that it has proven educational for you!

Committee Members
Once again, a huge thank-you goes out to a sterling committee this year.  You have been super to work with!  Kudos to Barbara Stanford, Mary Kent, Phyllis Alexander, our President Kathy Andrews, Janet Burchett, Julie Shortridge, Diana Madsen, and Bev Gorman.  I couldn't have done it without you!

 

From Elva

Flower Arranging
 
At the May meeting, Jeanne Turner showed photos of arrangements created by PGC members that have won ribbons in recent shows. At the Trenton Garden Club Show Nina Weil and Jeanne won a Red Ribbon for their entry. Please note on September 27th The Garden Club of Morristown will sponsor a small flower show entitled “Weather Report.”
 

Horticulture
 

Thank you to everyone who entered our May Horticulture show. The judges commented on what a great effort it was for such a small club. 

 

The Garden Club of Morristown is holding a Small Flower Show at Frehlinghuysen Arboretum on September 27 and 28 called Weather Report. I have seeds for their challenge class. They are for Red Sails lettuce and Sunset lettuce. If you would like some seeds for the challenge class, I will bring them to the next meeting. If you are interested in the other classes, I will be happy to give you a copy of the schedule.

 

We are holding a propagation workshop at Reeves Reed Arboretum with Carolyn Lydon on Wednesday, June 15. We will begin the workshop at 1:00. The cost is $10. Carolyn has offered us the use of the picnic tables at the arboretum for lunch if we want to bring a bagged lunch. We can work in the Shakespeare Garden in the morning and then drive over to the Arboretum for a picnic before our workshop. I will bring the sign up sheet again to the next meeting. So far we have Sally, Phyllis, Mandy, Nancy, Diana, Mary, Tucker, and Carroll. More are welcome.

 

New Jersey Committee
 
Please refer to separate e-mail sent June 1, 2005 regarding the NJ Committee of the GCA shrub sale.  In addition to the shrub sale, a workshop and lunch are scheduled for September 30th at The Frelinghuysen Arboretum. The charge for the event is $25.00.
 

Photography
 

Thanks you to everyone who brought photographs for the May exhibit of The Gates in Central Park. If everyone liked the idea, we could exhibit additional photographs at subsequent meetings. How about "Summer Gardens" sometime in the fall?

 

On Saturday, June 4, we will have our photography workshop at the Shakespeare Garden with Lynn Wilkens. Those who have signed up and paid are Nancy, Tucker, Janet, Carroll, Beth, Kathy, Elva, Bernadette, and Lorraine. We do have a waiting list, so if you cannot make it, please let me know. The workshop begins at 8:00. (I will have Dunkin Donuts coffee - if you want decaf, bring your own!) Bring your camera and a tripod if you have one. If you are using film, Lynn suggested AGFA 100. If cannot find AGFA, Fuji was her second suggestion. 

 

Program
 

** PLEASE NOTE CHANGES**
 

Thursday, June 9th

End-of-the-Year Picnic and Award Presentation

Rain or Shine

10:00 AM

The home and gardens of Mandy Zachariades

436 Hillside Avenue

Westfield, New Jersey

 

RSVP if unable to attend

Hostesses:

 

Judy Buehler  (908) 233-2837    jcbuehler@verizon.net
Darlene Kasten  (908)) 322-8933    DKAS@comcast.net
Carroll Keating  (908) 654-7610    CCWGK2000@aol.com
Diana Madsen  (908) 233-6211    madsend@comcast.net
Nancy Plumeri  (908) 439-2066   nancy90@comcast.net
Mandy Zachariades  (908) 654-0982  familyz@comcast.net
 

Please bring a lawn chair and a smile!

 

Shakespeare in Bloom
 
Please circulate your pink flyers in these remaining days leading up to Saturday, June 4th's Shakespeare-in-Bloom.  If you require more pink flyers, please see Tucker Trimble.  Please also contact Tucker if you still need to sign up for scheduling on Saturday or have forgotten what you have volunteered to do!  An artist, Louis Lanzafama, a jewelry vendor and a photographer will be at the garden during the event. 
 
Visiting Gardens
 

Sally Booth has arranged another garden tour to Wave Hill on Friday, June 10th.  All are welcome and please contact Sally for details at (908) 232-1954 or sbooth1954@aol.com
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