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ESPON Open Seminar
Nafplion-Greece, June 4-5th, 2014
Practical Information

Accreditation/Registration

The registration is closed. If you have any questions concerning registration please email: info@espon.eu. 

Destination
Nafplio is approximately 94km far from Athens and it is one of the most beautiful towns in the area of Argolida, in eastern Peloponnese, as well as one of the most romantic cities all over Greece. Nafplio was the first capital of the newly born Greek state between 1823 and 1834.

The town’s history traces back to the prehistoric era when soldiers from the area participated in the Argonautic expedition and the Trojan War. The town declined during the Roman times and flourished again during the Byzantine times. Frankish, Venetian and Turkish conquerors left their mark in the town and strongly influenced its culture, architecture and traditions during the centuries. Ancient walls, medieval castles, monuments and statues, Ottoman fountains and Venetian or neoclassical buildings mesmerize the visitor with their unique architecture and beauty.

Nafplio, nowadays, offers to its visitors a developed tourism infrastructure including museums, sites, shops, cafés, restaurants and organized beaches.
Take a virtual tour of Naplio at http://www.nafplio-tour.gr available in 5 languages.

Seminar Venue
The ESPON Open Seminar will take place at “FOUGARO - Historical Industrial Space”, located 3km from the centre of Nafplio, on the road to Epidaurus.

Fougaro - Historical Industrial Space

98, Asklipiou str. – 211 00 Nafplio 

Τel: ((+30)) 27520 47300

www.fougaro.gr (the site is available only in greek language)

Facebook: fougaro.gr

E-mail: info@fougaro.gr
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The historical industrial space of FOUGARO constitutes a landmark for the wider region, because it accommodated in the past the installations of “Flower” cannery. Nowadays, Fougaro has been transformed into a multipurpose state of Creation and Expression, including a Library of Art and Humanitarian Studies and an exhibition and cultural area, hosting a wide variety of events every year such as music, dance, theatre and performing arts, plastic and applied arts. 

Fougaro constitutes a unique restored industrial unit, providing evidence of the very little known industrial history of the place. It was characterized as a listed industrial monument by the Greek State in 2004.
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The City of Nafplio
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Accommodation
For the accommodation of the participants a number of hotels of different ratings in the centre of Nafplio have been pre-booked at various rates to suit everyone’s budget. The booking procedure for each hotel at the pre-arranged rate is described at Annex: Hotel Accommodation - Section A: Recommended Hotels

In addition, the meeting organizers have also added a number of other suggested hotels without arranging a specific rate for the delegates. In this case it is at the delegates’ discretion to select the booking method and make their reservation. Please refer to Annex: Hotel Accommodation - Section B: Other Suggested Hotels
NOTE: Please bear in mind that Nafplio is a popular destination especially in June and being a small town it has only two or three large hotels and many small boutique and family style ones. Therefore, please proceed to arranging your accommodation as soon as possible.

Airport
Athens International Airport "EL. VENIZELOS" -  Spata  190 19 www.aia.gr
Call Centre: ((+30)) 210 3530000 (available on 24hr basis)

Airport mobile application available for free download through the above website.

Transportation from/to the airport

By organized bus transfers

On arrival: Bus Transfers will be available from the airport to Nafplio on  June 3rd. The bus transfers schedule is sent to the registered participants by email and uploaded on the event website.

On departure: Bus Transfers will be available from Nafplio to the airport.  On 5th June in the afternoon there will be one bus transfer (due to the site visit to Akronafplia) and on 06th June there will be more bus transfers from Nafplio to the airport. The bus transfers schedule is sent to the registered participants by email and uploaded on the event website.
Note: Participants arriving  /departing  on hours that cannot fit to the bus schedule  may use the Suburban Buses (see below)
By Suburban Buses (KTEL)
The Suburban Buses connect Nafplio with Athens as well as with other sites and cities of Peloponnissos. Suburban Buses (KTEL)  from Athens to Nafplion depart from /arrive to Kifissos Station. Bus X93 connects directly Airport with Kifissos station. 

http://www.ktel-argolidas.gr/?module=default&pages_id=4&lang=en    

Telephones:

From phone:  801 114 4000

From mobile phone: (+30) 27520 27323

Transportation within Nafplio for the seminar

Bus transfers will be available from the central parking of Nafplio to FOUGARO and back to the centre during the days of the seminar.
The bus transfers schedule is sent to the registered participants by email and uploaded on the event website.
For transportation in Nafplio for other purposes, you may consult the General Information about Nafplio/Greece section of this file.

Interpretation

The language of the Seminar is English. Please note that there will be no interpretation available.

Welcome Drink
On the evening of 03rd June, a welcome drink will be served at the area of “FOUGARO”

Bus Transfers will be available from the central parking of Nafplio to FOUGARO and back. The bus transfers schedule is sent to the registered participants by email and uploaded on the event website
Dinner

On the evening of 04th June a complimentary dinner will be served at the traditional Greek tavern “Pantazis” at the area of Kefalari (Tel: +30 2751086320, email: kefalari@pantazis.gr) . Bus Transfers will be available from the central parking of Nafplio to Kefalari and back. The bus transfers schedule is sent to the registered participants by email and uploaded on the event website.
Map for Kefalari Area (Dinner venue)  
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Contact Information

Registration ESPON Secretariat 
Contents of the Seminar

· Ms Mathilde Konstantopoulou

Ministry for Competitiveness and Development

Special Service for Strategy, Planning and Evaluation of Development Programmes

3, Mitropoleos str., 105 57 Athens

e-mail: mkonstantopoulou@mnec.gr Tel. (+30) 210 3726031
· Ms Michaela Gensheimer

ESPON Coordination Unit

4, rue Erasme, L-1468 Luxembourg-Kirchberg

Email: michaela.gensheimer@espon.eu Tel. (+352) 42 59 91 4701

Logistics regarding accommodation, venue and transfers

· Mrs Evagelia Kefala

Ministry for Competitiveness and Development

Special Service for Strategy, Planning and Evaluation of Development Programmes

5, Mitropoleos str., 105 57 Athens

e-mail: e.kefala@mnec.gr, Tel: (+30) 210 3256459

· Mrs Christina Tseliou

Ministry for Competitiveness and Development

Special Service for Strategy, Planning and Evaluation of Development Programmes

5, Mitropoleos str., 105 57 Athens

e-mail: ch.tseliou@mnec.gr Tel: (+30) 210 3256490
General Information about Nafplio & Greece

Language: Greek is the official language of Greece. English is widely spoken.

Local Time: Greece Time is GMT+2

Climate and Weather: Greece has a Mediterranean climate with plenty of sunshine, mild temperatures and a limited amount of rainfall. In the coastal regions, such as Nafplio, summer temperatures average around 27°C.

Nafplio Transportation:
Taxi
: Taxis are available within the city of Nafplio and for other destinations at the following telephone numbers:

TAXI Nafplio:       27520 24120, 27520 36311

ΤΑΧΙ Mideas:       27520 45045

ΤΑΧΙ Drepanou:   27520 92244

ΤΑΧΙ Tirynthas:    27520 36311

Cars or Motorbikes: Car and motorbike rental companies are available in Nafplio. The Municipality offers large free parking areas.

Bicycle: The Municipality offers free bicycles to ride around the city. They are located at the Trion Navarhon square.

Suburban Buses (KTEL): The Suburban Buses connect Nafplio with sites and cities of Peloponnese (Patras, Corinth, Ancient Epidavrus, Argos, etc.) as well as with Athens. For more information visit: 
www.ktel-argolidas.gr/?module=default&pages_id=4&lang=en
Opening hours: 
Banks are open 8:00-14:30 Monday to Thursday and 8:00-14:00 on Friday.

Opening hours for cafés and restaurants vary. There are many options from early morning till late at night.
Shops are normally open on Mondays and Wednesdays 9:00-15:00, on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays 9:00-14:00 and 17:30-21:00 and on Saturdays 9:00-15:00 or 17:00. Since Nafplio is a tourist area, some shops may remain open on Sundays and public holidays as well.

Currency: The currency of Greece is the Euro.

Currency Exchange: Foreign currency may be exchanged for euros at most Greek and foreign banks and at exchange bureaus located in Nafplio or at the airport.

ATMs and Credit Cards: Almost all banks in Greece have automatic teller machines (ATMs). All major credit cards and Traveler's checks are accepted almost everywhere.

Power supply: The power supply in Greece is 220V AC / 50 Hz. An adaptor may be required for the round two-pin sockets.

Public Holidays during Greek Presidency: 
January 1: New Year's Day; January 6: Feast of the Holy Theophany (Epiphany); March 3: Clean (Ash) Monday; March 25: Greek Independence Day; April 18: Good Friday; April 21: Easter Monday; May 1: Labour Day; June 9:         Pentecost (Whit) Monday (for public services only). 

There is no local holiday in Naflion in June.
Useful numbers:
Dial Code for Greece: (+30)

Dial Code for Nafplio: (+30) 27520

Municipality of Nafplio : ((+30)) 27520 23332
Tourist information office: ((+30)) 27520 24444

Police: ((+30)) 27520 25184

Nafplio Hospital: ((+30)) 27523 36100 Regional medical centres: ((+30)) 27520 91222 (Agios Adrianos), ((+30)) 27520 44232 (Agia Triada), ((+30)) 27520 92207 (Drepano) and ((+30)) 27520 59724 (Tolo) 
Emergency: Call 112 the EU-wide emergency number for police, fire and ambulance.  Police: 100  -  Ambulance Service: 166  -  Fire Service: 199

Other Information: Due to the humidity of the area mosquitoes can be a threat to visitors. Please keep in mind to be equipped with the appropriate anti-allergic treatment or medication.

Nafplio Guide

Practical information and tips for going around Nafplio, can be found at the website www.visitgreece.gr/en/main_cities/nafplio  which is the official travel guide to Greece. There are many other sites available online where you can find a ‘must do’ list of things to see and experience during a 1 to 3 day stay in Nafplio.

Greece Guide

The website VisitGreece is the official travel guide to Greece. Here you may find up-to-date information about where to go, what to see and what to do in order to fully enjoy yourself while traveling in Greece.
� For members eligible for travel reimbursement, please note that taxi can only be reimbursed in the case no public transports operate.
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