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Quips & Quotes
The following quotes are taken from Brian Kluth’s www.MAXIMUMgenerosity.org collection of financial quips and quotes and the www.generousgiving.org
website.  Topics include:

· Money & Possessions

· Budgeting & Contentment

· Credit & Borrowing

· Human Prosperity & Poverty

· Gambling

· God’s Lordship & Ownership

· Generosity & Tithing

· Eternal Rewards

· Funding the Great Commission

· Honesty & Taxes
Note: Humorous quips & quotes appear in red.

Money & Possessions 
A Christian can never serve God AND Money, but they must learn to serve God WITH money.

“A checkbook and financial statements are theological documents, they will tell you who and what you worship.”  Brian Kluth (1955-), Pastor and Generosity Speaker-Author

“Money talks.  It says ‘good-bye’.  If you doubt this, answer the question, ‘How much money did I make in the last 10 years?’  Then answer, ‘How much do I have left?”  Also ask, “And how much do I have stored in heaven?”  Brian Kluth (1955-), Pastor and Generosity Speaker-Author

People go through 3 conversions: 

their head, their heart and their pocketbook.  

Unfortunately, not all at the same time.  Martin Luther

The most expensive vehicle to operate, per mile, is the shopping cart. 
If we belong to Christ, it's logical 

that everything we have truly belongs to Him. 

Your use of money shows what you think of God.

The world asks:  "What does a man own?"

God asks, “How does he use what he’s been given?”

A “bargain” is something you can't use at a price you can't resist.

A Christian is one who does not have to consult his bank book to see how wealthy he really is.

Money can buy a house, but not a home.

Money can buy a bed, but not sleep

Money can buy a wedding ring, but not love.

Money can buy a clock, but not time.

Money can buy an education, but not wisdom.

Money can buy jewelry, but not beauty.

Money can buy insurance, but not safety.

Money can buy a crucifix, but not a Savior.

A dad is a man who has replaced the money in his wallet with snapshots of his family.

You know what a YUPPIE is (Young Upcoming Professional), but have you ever heard of DINK’s & WOOF’s?  D.I.N.K.s = Double Income, No Kids.  W.O.O.F.’s = Well Off Older Folks

The real measure of our wealth is how much

we'd be worth if we lost all our money.

Hard work is the yeast that raises the dough.

The best investment is in the tools of one's own trade.

The poorest man in the world is the man who has nothing but money.

If you want to feel rich, just count all the things you have that money can't buy.

Money isn't everything, but it sure keeps you in touch with the children.

Many people spend most of their life losing their health to try and gain wealth, and then spend the end of their life losing their wealth trying to gain their health.

When a man becomes rich, either God gains a partner or the man loses a soul.

Life insurance is what keeps a man poor

all of this life so he can die rich.

You are only poor when you want more than you have.

In every insurance policy the big print giveth

and the small print taketh away.
Budgeting & Contentment
Be sure to budget! It is always better to know where your money is suppose to go rather than asking where it went.

Beware of little expenses:

a small leak will sink a great ship.

When it comes to money, always be sure to act your wage.

A joint checking account is never overdrawn by the wife; it’s just under-deposited by her husband.

The trouble with most people is their earning capacity doesn't match their yearning capacity.

The safest way to double your money

 is to fold it in half and put it in your pocket.

DEFINITION: Luxury = something that someone else has that I don’t have - - everything I have, I need.

It's not the high cost of living, it's the cost of living

too high that gets most people in trouble.

Many people spend money on things they don't need,  with money they don't have, to try and impress people they don't like.

If you want to feel rich, just count all the things you have that money can't buy.

Remember: The most important things in life aren’t things and the best things in life are always free.

Where God guides, He provides.

What God orders, He pays for.

Use it up, wear it out, make it do, or do without.

A good architect can improve the looks of your house merely by discussing the cost of a new one.

When your outgo exceeds your income,

your upkeep will lead to your downfall.

The only sure path to financial stability and success is to spend less than you earn for a long, long time.  Ron Blue

One man commented, “I’m a walking economy.  My hairline’s in recession, my waist is a victim of inflation, and together they’re putting me in a deep depression!”

A recession is a period when sales go down

and staff meetings go up.
There are only two ways to become richer:

Spend less than you make OR make more than you spend.

We're living in a land of plenty—Everything costs plenty.

Twenty-five years ago $50,000 bought a lot of house.

Today it buys a lot.

A recession is when your neighbor loses his job.

A depression is when you lose yours.

I read something the other day that made me cry - -

my quarterly investment and pension statements.

People who play the market are often led astray

by false profits.
You know your stock investments are in trouble when your favorite companies stop appearing in the newspaper business section and start appearing in the political cartoons or classified ad legal notices.

“Be charitable before wealth makes thee covetous.” — Sir Thomas Browne (1605-82), English writer 

“Millionaires seldom smile.” — Andrew Carnegie (1835-1919), American industrialist and philanthropist 

“I was happier when I was doing a mechanic’s job.” — Henry Ford (1863-1947), American industrialist 

“Charity gives itself rich; covetousness hoards itself poor.” — German Proverb 

“The principal hindrance to the advancement of the kingdom of God is greed. It is the chief obstacle to heaven-sent revival. It seems that when the back of greed is broken, the human spirit soars into regions of unselfishness. I believe that it is safe to say there can be no continuous revival without ‘hilarious’ giving. And I fear no contradiction: wherever there is ‘hilarious’ giving there will soon be revival!” — O.S. Hawkins, U.S. Baptist pastor 

“Take it from me. I went down the road of ‘be all you can be, realize your dreams,’ and I’m telling you that fame and fortune are not what they’re cracked up to be. We live in a society that seems to value only physical things, only ephemeral things. People will do anything to get on these reality shows and talent contests on TV. We’re obsessed.” — Madonna (1958-), American pop music icon 

“I have made many millions, but they have brought me no happiness.” — John D. Rockefeller, Sr. (1839-1937), American industrialist and philanthropist
Credit & Borrowing 

Credit is what keeps you from knowing how far past broke you are.

Those who think money grows on trees are the ones who have a hard time getting out of the woods.

Number of years it takes to pay off an $8,000 18% credit card balance with minimal monthly payments: 54 years

People who live beyond their means must always be given a lot of credit.

If you think nobody cares you are alive, just miss a couple monthly payments.

Many people have finally realized that money can't buy happiness. Now they're trying credit cards.
Before you borrow money from a friend,

decide which you need more.

There are bigger things in life than money -- bills.

"I have to have a raise," the man said to his boss. 

"Three other companies after me."  

"Is that so?" asked the manager. 

"What other companies are after you?" 

"My mortgage company, the electric company,

and the telephone company."

Sign in the store window: Use our easy credit plan – 100% down and 0% monthly payments.
Car sickness is what some adults suffer from

every month when they have to make their car payment.

These days it’s easy to buy a $50,000 car, just buy a $15,000 car with 48 monthly payments!

By the time some people discover that money doesn't grow on trees, they are already way out on a limb.

“Money is a great treasure that only increases as you give it away.” — Lord Francis Bacon (1561-1626), English philosopher and scientist 

“We can either use our money to serve our God or our god will be our money.” — Denny & Leesa Bellesi, from Kingdom Assignment 

“I would as soon leave to my son a curse as the almighty dollar.” — Andrew Carnegie (1835-1919), American industrialist and philanthropist

“What I possess, God owns.” — Howard Dayton, co-founder of Crown Financial Ministries 

“Without a rich heart wealth is an ugly beggar.” — Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803-82), American writer, philosopher and poet 

“I find all this money a considerable burden.” — J. Paul Getty (1892-1976), American oil industrialist 

“If a person gets his attitude toward money straight, it will help straighten out almost every other area in his life.” — Billy Graham (1918-), American evangelist 

“Give me five minutes with a person’s checkbook, and I will tell you where their heart is.” — Billy Graham (1918-), American evangelist 

“I have watched hundreds of Christians in my time become financially blessed then develop an acquisitive streak that in turn makes their souls as metallic as the coins they seek.” — Selwyn Hughes, English pastor and author 

“The world asks, ‘What does a man own?’ Christ asks, ‘How does he use it?’ ” — Andrew Murray (1828-1917), South African evangelist and writer 

“I’ve just been a machine for making money. I seem to have spent my life in a golden tunnel looking for the outlet which would lead to happiness. But the tunnel kept going on. After my death there will be nothing left.” — Aristotle Onassis (1906-75), Greek shipowner and financier 

“He who is not liberal with what he has, does but deceive himself when he thinks he would be liberal if he had more.” — William S. Plumer, Christian author 

“I finally know what distinguishes man from the other beasts: financial worries.” — Jules Renard (1864-1910), French writer 

“What difference does it make how much you have? What you do not have amounts to much more.” — Seneca (4 B.C.-65 A.D.), Roman philosopher and poet 

“If a man is proud of his wealth, he should not be praised until it is known how he employs it.” — Socrates (469-399 B.C.), Greek philosopher 

“We should travel light and live simply. Our enemy is not possessions but excess.” — John R.W. Stott (1921-), English pastor and evangelist 

“Money never stays with me. It would burn me if it did. I throw it out of my hands as soon as possible, lest it should find its way into my heart.” — John Wesley (1703-91), English evangelist and founder of Methodism 

Gambling
$650,000,000,000 ($650 billion) was spent on legalized gambling in 1997 compared to $450,000,000,000 spent in grocery stores.  This $650 billion represents $2300 spent annually for every man, boy, woman and girl in America.  Source: U.S. Abstract as reported by Focus on the Family.

Lottery = A voluntary tax for people that are bad at math.

With the millions of dollars being wasted in Las Vegas gambling casinos, they should change the name of Las Vegas to “Lost Wages, Nevada.”
God’s Lordship and Ownership 

A lot of people are willing to give God the credit, but not too many are willing to give Him the cash.

“I have held many things in my hands, and I have lost them all. But whatever I have placed in God’s hands, that I still possess.” — Martin Luther (1483-1546), German reformer and theologian 

“One of the greatest missing teachings in the American church today is the reminder to men and women that nothing we have belongs to us.” — Gordon MacDonald, American pastor and teacher 

“Stewardship is the act of organizing your life so that God can spend you.” — Lynn A. Miller, author
“When money is sent to me for my own use, I pass it on to God. As much as five thousand dollars has thus been sent at one time; but I do not regard such gifts as belonging to me; they belong to Him, whose I am and whom I serve. Save for myself? I dare not save; it would dishonor my loving, gracious, all bountiful Father.” — George Mueller (1805-98), English pastor and ministry leader  

Human Prosperity and Poverty 

“Watch lest prosperity destroy generosity.” — Henry Ward Beecher (1813-87), American abolitionist and clergyman 

“He who bestows his goods upon the poor shall have as much again, and ten times more.” — John Bunyan (1628-88), English Puritan writer and preacher 

“A man there was, and they called him mad; the more he gave, the more he had.” — John Bunyan (1628-88), English Puritan writer and preacher 

“Prosperity inebriates men, so that they take delights in their own merits.” — John Calvin (1509-64), French theologian and reformer 

“Nothing is more dangerous than to be blinded by prosperity.” — John Calvin (1509-64), French theologian and reformer 

“Why should men leave great fortunes to their children? If this is done from affection, is it not misguided affection? Observation teaches that, generally speaking, it is not well for the children that they should be so burdened.” — Andrew Carnegie (1835-1919), American industrialist and philanthropist 

“Surplus wealth is a sacred trust which its possessor is bound to administer in his lifetime for the good of the community.” — Andrew Carnegie (1835-1919), American industrialist and philanthropist 

“Thousands upon thousands are yearly brought into a state of real poverty by their great anxiety not to be thought poor.” — William Corbett (1680-1748), English composer 

“Philanthropy is commendable, but it must not cause the philanthropist to overlook the circumstances ... which make philanthropy necessary.” — Martin Luther King, Jr. (1929-68)

African-American civil rights preacher 

“I shovel [money] out, and God shovels it back ... but God has a bigger shovel!” — R.G. LeTourneau (1888-1969), American inventor 

“The fellow that has no money is poor. The fellow that has nothing but money is poorer still.” — Billy Sunday (1862-1935), American revivalist 

We are rich only through what we give: and poor only through what we refuse and keep.” — Anne Swetchine (1782-1857), Russian-French writer

Biblical Generosity & Tithing 

“I never would have been able to tithe the first million dollars I ever made if I had not tithed my first salary, which was $1.50 per week.” — John D. Rockefeller, Sr. (1839-1937), American industrialist and philanthropist

No church ever has a money problem, only a faithfulness problem.  — Brian Kluth, Pastor and Generosity Speaker & Author

When you give to God, you discover that God gives to you.

When it comes to giving, some people stop at nothing.

Giving to God is a grace—but not giving to God is a disgrace.

There's no good reason to be the richest man in the cemetery.   Col. Sanders, Founder of Kentucky Fried Chicken
Generosity & Tithing (continued)
What I kept, I lost.  What I gave, I have.

If a pauper gives to God, he’ll feel like a prince.

If a prince doesn’t give to God, he’ll feel like a pauper.

"I have observed 100,000 families over my years of investment counseling.  I always saw greater prosperity and happiness among those families who tithed than among those who didn't."  Sir John Templeton, chairman of Templeton Funds 
When we give to God, we are just taking our hands off what already belongs to Him.

Give to God what's right--not what's left.

Some people give God a tenth—a tenth of what they ought to give.

You should give according to your income, 

lest God make your income according to your giving.

Do yer givin’, while yer livin’, so you’ll be knowin’ where its goin’.

There are no pockets in a shroud

and no U-hauls behind a hearse.

Two things ruin a church--loose living and tight giving.

There are many who will give the Lord the credit

but never give Him the cash.

God looks at the heart, not the hand--the giver, not the gift.

If everyone in your church followed your pattern of giving,  would your church receive a token, a tip or a tithe?  — Brian Kluth, Pastor and Generosity Speaker & Author

“If a thief helps a poor man out of the spoils of his thieving, we must not call that charity.” — Dante Alighieri (1265-1321), Italian poet 

When it comes to giving until it hurts, most people have a very low threshold of pain.

Seek joy in what you give not in what you get.

Some people say, “Give till it hurts.”  But God recommends that we give until it feels good.  God loves a cheerful giver!  — Brian Kluth, Pastor and Generosity Speaker & Author

With the price of everything else going up these days, aren’t you glad the Lord hasn’t  increased the tithe to 15%?

Real charity doesn’t care if it’s tax deductible or not. 
The Dead Sea is the dead sea because it continually receives and never gives. 

Thank the Lord that you can give instead of depending on others to give to you.

Charity begins at home and generally dies from lack of outdoor exercise.

“Do not give, as many rich men do, like a hen that lays her eggs ... and then cackles.” — Henry Ward Beecher (1813-87), American abolitionist and clergyman  

“Wealth shines in giving rather than in hoarding: for the miser is hateful, whereas the generous man is applauded.” — [Anicius Manlius Severinus] Boethius (480-524?), Roman statesman and philosopher and Christian martyr 

“Examples are few of men ruined by giving.” — Christian Bovée 

“Generosity lies less in giving much than in giving at the right moment.” — Jean de La Bruyère (1645-96), French writer 

“One of the reasons churches in North America have trouble guiding people about money is that the church’s economy is built on consumerism. If churches see themselves as suppliers of religious goods and services and their congregants as consumers, then offerings are ‘payment.’ ” — Doug Pagitt, pastor 

“My take on tithing in America is that it’s a middle-class way of robbing God. Tithing to the church and spending the rest on your family is not a Christian goal. It’s a diversion. The real issue is: How shall we use God’s trust fund—namely, all we have—for His glory? In a world with so much misery, what lifestyle should we call our people to live? What example are we setting?” — John Piper (1946-), pastor and author

“You have not lived until you have done something for someone who can never repay you.” — John Bunyan (1628-88), English Puritan writer and preacher 

“Getters generally don’t get happiness; givers get it.” — Charles H. Burr 

“Giving frees us from the familiar territory of our own needs by opening our mind to the unexplained worlds occupied by the needs of others.” — Barbara Bush (1925-), former American first lady 

Generosity & Tithing (continued)
“I was once young and now I am old, but not once have I been witness to God’s failure to supply my need when first I had given for the furtherance of His work. He has never failed in His promise, so I cannot fail in my service to Him.” — William Carey (1761-1834), Baptist missionary to India 

“You can give without loving. But you cannot love without giving.” — Amy Carmichael (1867-1951), missionary to India 

“It is more difficult to give money away intelligently than it is to earn it in the first place.” — Andrew Carnegie (1835-1919), American industrialist and philanthropist .

“We make a living by what we get; we make a life by what we give.” — Winston Churchill (1874-1965), British wartime prime minister and statesman 

“No person was ever honored for what he received. Honor has been the reward for what he gave.” — Calvin Coolidge (1872-1933), 30th U.S. president 

“Give naught, get same. Give much, get same.” — Malcolm Forbes (1919-90), American publisher 

“No one has ever become poor by giving.” — Anne Frank (1929-45), Jewish Dutch diarist during Nazi occupation 

“No one is so generous as he who has nothing to give.” — French Proverb 

“Dearest lord, teach me to be generous; teach me to serve you as you deserve; to give and not to count the cost.” — Ignatius of Loyola (1491-1556), Jesuit founder 

“The only investment I ever made which has paid consistently increasing dividends is the money I have given to the Lord.” — James L. Kraft (1874-1953), Kraft-Phoenix Cheese Corp. chairman 

“To give without any reward, or any notice, has a special quality of its own.” — Anne Morrow 

Lindbergh (1906-2001), American aviatrix and writer 

“A bone to the dog is not charity. Charity is the bone shared with the dog, when you are just as hungry as the dog.” — Jack London (1876-1916), American novelist 

“Give what you have. To someone it may be better than you dare to think.” — Henry Wadsworth Longfellow (1807-82), American writer and poet 

“Generosity during life is a very different thing from generosity in the hour of death; one proceeds from genuine liberality and benevolence, the other from pride or fear.” — Horace Mann (1796-1859), American educator and politician 

“I am convinced that the devil has caused the subject of giving to stir up resistance and resentment among God’s people because he knows there are few ways of spiritual enrichment like the exercise of faithful stewardship.” — Stephen Olford, preacher and author 

"Our culture values the size of the gift, but God values the size of what we keep." — Ed Owens, Chicago fund manager 

“He that gives all, though but little, gives much; because God looks not to the quantity of the gift, but to the quality of the givers.” — Francis Quarles (1592-1644), author 

“I believe it is every man’s religious duty to get all he can honestly and to give all he can.” — John D. Rockefeller, Sr. (1839-1937), American industrialist and philanthropist 

“Think of giving not as a duty but as a privilege.” — John D. Rockefeller, Jr. (1874-1960), American industrialist and philanthropist 

“Generosity is to materialism what kryptonite is to Superman.” — Lloyd Shadrach, pastor and author 

“Never measure your generosity by what you give, but rather by what you have left.” — Bishop Fulton J. Sheen (1895-1979), Roman Catholic bishop
“If there be any truer measure of a man than by what he does, it must be by what he gives.” — Robert South (1634-1716), English clergyman 

“Giving is true loving.” — Charles Haddon Spurgeon (1834-92), English Baptist preacher 

“Even if I give the whole of my worth to Him, He will find a way to give back to me much more than I gave.” — Charles Haddon Spurgeon (1834-92), 

English Baptist preacher 

“We can all be stimulated to greater generosity by the known generosity of others.” — John R.W. Stott (1921-), English pastor and evangelist 

“The measure of a life is not its duration, but its donation.” — Peter Marshall (1902-49), former U.S. Senate chaplain

“It’s not how much we give but how much love we put into giving.” — Mother Teresa (1910-97), Catholic missionary to India 

“What the Bible says is really true—it’s better to give than to receive.” — Ted Turner (1938-), media mogul and philanthropist 

“Giving is more than a responsibility—it is a privilege; more than an act of obedience—it is evidence of our faith.” — William Arthur Ward (1921-94), American educator 

Generosity & Tithing (continued)
“If I cannot give bountifully, yet will I give freely.” — Arthur Warwick 

“When I die, if I leave behind me ten pounds ... you and all mankind [may] bear witness against me, that I have lived and died a thief and a robber.” — John Wesley (1703-91), English evangelist and founder of Methodism 

“Earn as much as you can. Save as much as you can. Invest as much as you can. Give as much as you can.” — John Wesley (1703-91), English evangelist and founder of Methodism 

Funding the Great Commission 

“Americans are especially vulnerable to an appeal that says, ‘Give us your dollars, but not your sons and daughters.’ If we do that, missionary vision will die within a generation, and the dollars will also eventually stop.” — Roger Hedlund, author 

“I will place no value on anything I have or possess except in relation to the Kingdom of Christ. If anything I have will advance that Kingdom, it shall be given or kept whichever will best promote the glory of Him to whom I owe all my hopes, both for time and eternity.” — David Livingstone (1813-73), English missionary and explorer of Africa 

“God’s work done in God’s way will never lack God’s supply.” — J. Hudson Taylor (1832-1905), English missionary to China 

“I believe with all of my heart that God’s people possess God’s provision to accomplish and fulfill God’s purposes in the world.” — Joel Vestal, founder of ServLife International 

Eternal Rewards 

Our real worth is what will be ours in eternity.

“Charitable giving should be a spiritual, rather than an economic decision. Economically, charitable giving never pays.” — Ron Blue (1942-), Christian financial planner 

“Looking for the reward of good works, we must wait patiently till the last day, the day of resurrection.” — John Calvin (1509-64), French theologian and reformer 

“The return we reap from generous actions is not always evident.” — Francesco Guicciardini (1483-1540), Italian historian and statesman 

“You only get to keep what you give away.” — Sheldon Kopp, author 

“He who gives while he lives, gets to know where it goes.” — Percy Ross (1916-2001), American philanthropist 

“I judge all things only by the price they shall gain in 

eternity.” — John Wesley (1703-91), English evangelist and founder of Methodism 

Honesty & Taxes
The “Report Card on the Ethics of American Youth,” a study of the attitudes and habits of 8,600 students in grades 9 through 12, found: 

· 7 in 10 students admitted cheating on a test at least once within the past year. 

· 92 percent had lied to their parents in the past year. 

· 78 percent had lied to their teachers. 

· More than 1 in 4 said they would lie to get a job.

Deception – 32% of American’s would not report $2000 of money made on the side to the IRS.

How much better to be honestly poor

than questionably rich.

You should file your income tax, not chisel it.

Income is a small matter to me--especially after taxes.
The IRS has come up with a simplified 1040 form.  There’s only 2 lines: (1) How much did you make last year?  (2) Send it in.

An honest letter was sent to the Internal Revenue Service  It stated: "Dear Sirs: I cannot sleep. Last year, when I filed my income tax return, I deliberately misrepresented my income. Now I cannot sleep. Enclosed is a check for $150 for taxes. If I still cannot sleep, I will send you the rest!"



STORIES, ILLUSTRATIONS and HUMOR

STORY:  PRAYER THAT YOUR INCOME WILL EQUAL WHAT YOU'RE WILLING TO TITHE: Leighton Farrell was the minister of Highland Park Church in Dallas for many years. He tells of a man in the church who once made a covenant with a former pastor to tithe ten percent of their income every year. They were both young and neither of them had much money. But things changed. The layman tithed one thousand dollars the year he earned ten thousand, ten thousand dollars the year he earned one-hundred thousand, and one- hundred thousand dollars the year he earned one million. But the year he earned six million dollars he just could not bring himself to write out that check for six-hundred thousand dollars to the Church.  He telephoned the minister, long since having moved to another church, and asked to see him. Walking into the pastor’s office the man begged to be let out of the covenant, saying, "This tithing business has to stop. It was fine when my tithe was one thousand dollars, but I just cannot afford six-hundred thousand dollars. You’ve got to do something, Reverend!" The pastor knelt on the floor and prayed silently for a long time. Eventually the man said, "What are you doing? Are you praying that God will let me out of the covenant to tithe?" "No," said the minister. "I am praying for God to reduce your income back to the level where one thousand dollars will be your tithe!"
JOHN WESLEY STORY: When John Wesley visited his congregations he would question his assistants as to their progress in the faith. He would often ask if their Christianity had affected their pockets? That can be an acid test of our values.
GIVING STORY:  A steward is like a manager of a local McDonald’s Restaurant who carries out the aims of the owners, maximizes profits, while handling all the problems. Dr. Towns teaches a stewardship lesson in the Pastor’s Bible Class at Thomas Road Baptist Church which is the most requested lesson of all he has taught. "Who Owns Your French Fries". It is the story of a man who buys his little boy some french fries. Then the father does what all fathers do, he reaches over and takes one french fry to taste it. The little boy slaps his father’s hand and says, "Don’t touch my french fries." The father thinks that his son is selfish. The father knows that he bought the french fries and they belong to him. The father knows that his son belongs to him. The father could get angry and never buy his son another french fry again to teach his son a lesson, or the father could "bury" his son in french fries. The father thinks, "Why is my son selfish, I have given him a whole package of french fries; I just want one french fry." God has given us money, when He asks for a tithe, people figuratively slap His hand and say, "Keep Your hands off my money." God owns everything we have. He wants us: 1. To manage what we have for His glory. God expects us to manage our time, talent, temple, testimony and treasures. 2. To give back a portion of what he has given us. 
HUMOR:   Did you see the bumper sticker the other day that read " Tithe if you love Jesus.  Any fool can honk".  
5 GIVING POCKETS by Jerry Falwell: Money that individuals give comes to the church from five sources, or "pockets." Obviously, these are not actual pockets, but symbolic pictures representing five major motives of church members in giving to their church. When church leaders understand the nature and source of their church’s income, they can better plan a strategy for outreach and growth.

First Pocket: Money for "Light and Heat Bills". This represents the desire of some people to contribute to the general fund. Members are motivated out of concern for the operating expenses of the church. "The light and heat" pocket represents money given to salaries, supplies, utilities and general maintenance. 

Second Pocket: Money for "Missions". Certain members want to contribute most of their money to foreign missions. This appeal will motivate them to give more than any other appeal. Other members want at least some of their money to go to outreach, usually out of their concern for the Great Commission. 

Third Pocket: Money to Support "Ivy Walls". Some members are best motivated by the needs of education. Because some church members value higher education, they direct their money to build college classrooms, libraries, or to equip science laboratories. 

Fourth Pocket: Money for the "Cup of Cold Water". Some members are best motivated to give to humanitarian purposes. These members have compassion for the needs of their hurting brothers. They give to hunger projects, hospitals, and to provide housing and emergency relief. 

Fifth Pocket: Money for "Bricks and Mortar". Some people are best motivated to give for buildings or physical expansion. This money is specially earmarked for church buildings. Some give large amounts to physical projects, but only occasionally fund other projects. However, almost all members want to give something for their church building projects. 
THREE KINDS OF GIVERS:  Some one has said, there are three kinds of givers -- the flint, the sponge and the honeycomb. To get anything out of a flint you must hammer it. And then you get only chips and sparks. To get water out of a sponge you must squeeze it, and the more you use pressure, the more you will get. But the honeycomb just overflows with its own sweetness. Which kind of giver are you?  


SPURGEON AND THE WEALHTY MAN:  SPURGEON was once invited by a wealthy man to come down and preach in a country church in order to help them raise funds to pay a debt. The man told Spurgeon he was free to use his country house, his town house, or his seaside home. Spurgeon wrote back and declined coming and said, ‘Sell one of your homes and pay the debt yourself’.
THE GIRL AND THE PENNY FOR MISSIONS: he seed growing secretly can be best communicated by the following true story. A little girl loved the Lord and longed to share the message of Christ to those on the mission field. She contributed a penny to a missionary to help in the work of evangelizing the people of Burma. The missionary was so touched by the little girl’s response that he decided to do the most he could with that little penny. After careful thought, he bought a gospel tract and personally gave it to a young chieftain. The chieftain would not admit that he could not read, yet he burned with a desire to know the contents of the leaflet. He traveled 250 miles to find someone who would read it top him. After hearing the gospel message, it was not long after that this young chief made a profession of faith in Christ. Returning to his people, he told them what the Lord had done for him. Later he invited missionaries to come and share Jesus with the village. Many tribesmen accepted the good news and were converted. All this and probably more resulted from one dedicated penny given in Christ’s name by a little girl who gave from her heart.
TONY CAMPOLO AT A WOMEN'S CONFERENCE: Tony Campolo tells of being invited to speak at a ladies meeting. There were 300 women there. Before he spoke the president of the organization read a letter from a missionary. It was a very moving letter.  In the letter the missionary expressed a need for $4,000 to take care of an emergency that had cropped up. So the president of the organization said, "We need to pray that God will provide the resources to meet the need of this missionary. Bro. Campolo will you please pray for us?"  Tony Campolo, who is very outspoken said, "No." Startled, she said, "I beg your pardon."  He said, "No, I won’t pray for that." He said, "I believe that God has already provided the resources & that all we need to do is give. Tell you what I’m going to do. I’m going to step up to this table & give every bit of cash I have in my pocket. And if all of you will do the same thing, I think God has already provided the resources."  The president of the organization chuckled a little bit & said, "Well, I guess we get the point. He is trying to teach us that we all need to give sacrificially."  He said, "No, that is not what I am trying to teach you. I’m trying to teach you that God has already provided for this missionary. All we need to do is give it. Here, I’m going to put down all of my money I have with me."  He wrote, "I only had $15 in my pocket so I wasn’t too worried about that." So he put down his $15 & then looked at the president of the organization. Reluctantly, she opened her purse & took out all of her money, which was about $40, & put it on the table. One by one the rest of the ladies filed by & put their money on the table, too. When the money was counted they had collected more than $4,000."  Tony Campolo said, "Now, here’s the lesson. God always supplies for our needs, & he supplied for this missionary, too. The only problem was we were keeping it for ourselves. Now let’s pray & thank God for His provision."  
JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER - THE FIRST BILLIONAIRE: The very first person to reach the status of billionaire was a man who knew how to set goals and follow through. At the age of 23, he had become a millionaire, by the age of 50 a billionaire. Every decision, attitude, and relationship was tailored to create his personal power and wealth. But three years later at the age of 53 he became ill.  His entire body became racked with pain and he lost all the hair on his head. In complete agony, the world’s only billionaire could buy anything he wanted, but he could only digest milk and crackers. An associate wrote, "He could not sleep, would not smile and nothing in life meant anything to him." His personal, highly skilled physicians predicted he would die within a year.  That year passed agonizingly slow. As he approached death he awoke one morning with the vague remembrances of a dream. He could barely recall the dream but knew it had something to do with not being able to take any of his successes with him into the next world. The man who could control the business world suddenly realized he was not in in control of his own life. He was left with a choice.  He called his attorneys, accountants, and managers and announced that he wanted to channel his assets to hospitals, research, and mission work. On that day John D. Rockefeller established his foundation. This new direction eventually led to the discovery of penicillin, cures for current strains of malaria, tuberculosis and diphtheria. The list of discoveries resulting from his choice is enormous.  But perhaps the most amazing part of Rockefeller’s story is that the moment he began to give back a portion of all that he had earned, his body’s chemistry was altered so significantly that he got better. It looked as if he would die at 53 but he lived to be 98.  Rockefeller learned gratitude and gave back from his wealth. Doing so made him whole. It is one thing to be healed it is another to be made whole. 
HUMOR - MONEY IN THE CASKET: Ann Landers had an interesting letter in her column. It was from a girl who was writing about her uncle & aunt. She said, "My uncle was the tightest man I’ve ever known. All his life, every time he got paid he took $20 out of his paycheck & put it under his mattress.  Then he got sick & was about to die. As he was dying, he said to his wife, "I want you to promise me one thing." "Promise what?" she asked. "I want you to promise me that when I’m dead you’ll take my money from under the mattress & put it in my casket so that I can take it all with me."  The girl’s letter went on with the story. "He died, & his wife kept her promise. She went in & got all that money the day he died & went to the bank & deposited it, and wrote out a check and put it in his casket."

HUMOR - TITHING JOKE: Two men were marooned on an Island. One man paced back and forth worried and scared while the other man sat back and was sunning himself.  The first man said to the second man, "aren’t you afraid we are about to die." "No," said the second man, "I make $100,000 a week and tithe faithfully to my church every week. My Pastor will find me."    
HUMOR - WAS THE CHURCH SERVICE WORTH A DOLLAR?: I like the old story about the guy who came to church with his family. As they were driving home afterwards he was complaining about everything. He said, “The music was too loud. The sermon was too long. The announcements were unclear. The building was hot. The people were unfriendly.” He went on and on, complaining about virtually everything. Finally, his very observant son said, “Dad, you’ve got to admit it wasn’t a bad show for just a dollar.” 

CORRIE TEN BOOM: I have held many things in my hands, and I have lost them all; but whatever I have placed in God’s hands, that I still possess. 
HUMOR - THE TOP HOG:  I heard about a farmer who called the office of the minister asking to see “The Head Hog at the trough.”  The receptionist said, “Sir, if you’re talking about our beloved Minster, you may call him Reverend or Pastor, but I don’t think it would be proper to refer to him as the “head Hog at the trough.’”  “Well, all right,” the farmer said. “I just sold a few sows and was going to donate ten thousand dollars to the building fund, so I was hopping to catch him.”  “Oh, just a minute, sir.” The receptionist said, “I think I heard the little porker just come in!”  
HUMOR - MONEY IN YOUR POCKET: The pastor stood before the congregation and said "I have bad news, I have good news, and I have more bad news." The congregation got quiet. "The bad news is: the church needs a new roof!" the pastor said. The congregation groaned.  "The good news is: we have enough money for the new roof." A sigh of relief was heard rippling through the gathered group.  "The bad new is: it’s still in your pockets"    

SKATEBOARDER: Leadership journal recently had a cartoon of a young skateboarder who greats the Pastor after the service with skateboard in hand. "Church was cool! Especially when the dude next to me passed a plate a plate of money!"  
MISSIONARY JIM ELLIOT: "He is no fool who gives up what he cannot keep, to gain what he cannot lose."
TROPICANA ORANGE JUICE: When I was in Bible College, a tractor trailer load of Tropicana Orange Juice was dropped off at the cafeteria every week. I wondered how a low-cost Bible College could afford so much expensive O.J. One morning in chapel, I found out how an older Italian man in broken English, gave his testimony. He said he had come to the US from Italy in the 20’s as a young teenager, with nothing but the clothes on his back. A Christian couple befriended him and through their love he came to know Christ as his Savior and Lord. One Sunday in church, he prayed: "Lord, if you give me an idea for a business, I will be faithful to give a portion of everything I make back to Your work." That very morning, the idea of "Fresh squeezed orange juice" popped into his head - and the rest is history: Anthony Rossi founded the "Tropicana Co" and has been faithful to give God - not 10% of his income, as many faithful believers do, but 50% of his income, for the past 60 years! He also gave truckloads of FREE O.J. to Christian colleges throughout the country!     
CORRIE TEN BOOM: The measure of a life, after all, is not its duration, but its donation. 
HUMOR:  Andrew Carnegie made millions in the steel industrial. He worked hard helping the poor and underprivileged. Once a socialist came to see him in his office and soon was railing against the injustice of Carnegie having so much money. In his view, wealth was meant to be divided equally. Carnegie asked his secretary for an assessment of everything he owned and at the same time looked up the figures on world population. He did a little arithmetic on a pad and then said to his secretary. "Give this gentleman l6 cents. That’s his share of my money.  
THE MIRACLE OF THE GROCERIES:  The following is a true story. In 1984, Mike and his family belonged to an East Coast church. One Sunday evening, the sermon was on sacrificial offerings, and a special offering was taken at the end of the sermon. The only money in Mike’s wallet was a $50 bill, which was supposed to buy a week’s worth of groceries for his wife, their five children, and himself. However, in a move of faith, Mike put the $50 bill in the offering. Then, after the conclusion of the service, the family went out to the parking lot to go home.  Within minutes, they joyfully returned to the sanctuary, and asked the pastor to come outside and see their miracle. Somewhat skeptical, the pastor accompanied them outside to their 20-year-old station wagon. Peering through the windows, he saw that the interior of the vehicle was completely filled with bags of groceries. Happy for the family, he remarked that someone had given them a huge blessing.  “You don’t understand, pastor,” Mike said. “Before service, I made sure that all the windows were rolled up and the doors were locked. I have the only key, so it must have been the Lord!” To which the pastor added, “Giving truly is the only key to God’s provision!”  (Mike had no family living in the area, and no one from the congregation ever claimed responsibility.)  Witnessed by, Rev. Robert Costa, Detroit, Michigan.  Editor’s note: this sounds exactly like: Psalm 78:25  Men ate the bread of angels; He sent them all the food they could eat.
THE STORY OF THE LAMB:  Katie Fisher, 17, entered the Madison County Ohio Junior Livestock Sale hoping the lamb she had for sale would get a good price. For months Katie had been battling cancer. She had endured hospital stays and been through chemotherapy a number of times. Before the lamb went on the block, the auctioneer told the audience about Katie’s condition, hoping his introduction would push the price-per-pound above the average of two dollars. It did-and then some. The lamb sold for $11.50 per pound. Then the buyer gave it back, and suggested the auctioneer sell it again. That started a chain reaction. Families bought it and gave it back; businesses bought it and gave it back. Katie’s mother said, "The first sale is the only one I remember. After that, I was crying too hard." They ended up selling the lamb thirty-six times that day, raising more than $16,000 in the process. (This is from The Story File by Steve May)     
JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER GIVING STORY:  John D. Rockefeller is an example of the benefits of giving. He achieved what our culture calls success. Rockefeller had amassed more wealth than he could ever spend.  By the time Rockefeller was fifty-three his life was a wreck. Throughout his business career he said, “I never placed my head upon the pillow at night without reminding myself that my success might only be temporary.” He was the richest man in the world and yet he was miserable in every sense of the word. He was sick physically, mentally, and emotionally. There was no humor, balance, or joy in his life.  Then a transformation occurred. He determined to become a giver rather than an accumulator. He began to give his millions away. He founded the Rockefeller Foundation, dedicated to fighting disease and ignorance around the world. He lived to be ninety-eight years old and was a happy man in those years because of his new and revitalized definition of success.
MOTHER TERESA STORY: Mother Teresa visited Australia. A new recruit to the monastery in Australia was assigned to be her guide and “gofer” during her stay. The young man was so thrilled and excited at the prospect of being so close to this woman. He dreamed of how much he would learn from her and what they would talk about. But during her visit, he became frustrated. Although he was constantly near her, he never had the opportunity to say one word to Mother Teresa. There were always other people for her to meet. Finally, her tour was over, and she was due to fly to New Guinea. In desperation, the friar had his opportunity to speak to Mother Teresa. He said to her, “If I pay my own fare to New Guinea, can I sit next to you on the plane so I can talk to you and learn from you?” Mother Teresa looked at him. “You have enough money to pay airfare to New Guinea?” she asked. “Oh, yes,” he replied eagerly. “Then give that money to the poor,” she said. “You’ll learn more from that than anything I can tell you.”  The problem was the young man wanted to experience a feeling when he needed to simply learn by doing.    
DANNY THOMAS “I GOT CARRIED AWAY”: The late Danny Thomas lost his life savings of $600 at a time when he was out of work. He and his wife, Rosie, had a baby on the way, and they needed money. Danny worked at part-time jobs so Rosie could buy groceries. He also borrowed money from friends. It was a tough time in his life.  A week before the baby was born, Danny had the grand total of seven dollars and eighty-five cents to his name. What would he do? "My despair led me to my first exposure to the powers of faith," Danny would later recall.  On Sunday morning Danny went to church. When the offering plate was passed he put in his "usual one dollar." But something unexpected happened that day. A special missions offering was taken. The priest explained where the mission offering would go, and Danny felt he had to give something. "I got carried away," Danny said, "and ended up giving my seven dollars."  He had given away all his money that Sunday. What in the world had he done? He walked up to the altar rail, got on his knees and prayed aloud. "Look, I’ve given my last seven bucks," he prayed. "I need it back tenfold because I’ve got a kid on the way, and I have to pay the hospital bill." He went home with a mere eighty-five cents in his pocket--all the money he had in the world.  "You won’t believe this," Danny Thomas later wrote, "but the next morning the phone rang in the rooming house hall." It was a job offer. He was offered a part in a commercial. The job wasn’t much but the pay was good--seventy-five dollars. "I literally dropped the telephone receiver," Danny remembered. "First I whooped with joy; then an eerie feeling came over me." He remembered what he had prayed at church the day before. "The seventy-five dollar fee," he said, "unheard of for me at that time was almost exactly ten times the amount of money I had donated to the church."
GIVING YOUR LIFE FOR OTHERS - A STORY FROM THE COLUMBINE SHOOTINGS: Many of you have probably never heard of Daniel Rohrbough--but he is a modern day hero. Daniel Rohrbough attended Columbine High School and was there on that horrible day when two students went on a rampage of violence and terror. Daniel Rohrbough stopped his escape from the building to hold a door open so that other students could escape and he was killed holding the door. Daniel died while helping others have a new chance at life. (Adapted from an Article in People Magazine)     

20 Financial & Generosity Fast Facts Impacting Churches
Compiled by Brian Kluth for use in his “MAXIMUM Generosity Seminar for Pastors & Church Leaders”

1.
Average credit card debt per U.S. household is $8400.Source: Cardweb.com
2.
Americans spent more on legalized gambling ($2500 for every American) than on groceries.   Source: Focus on the Family article on the US abstract reports 
3.
Requests for emergency shelter assistance grew an average of 19% from 2001 to 2002 in 18 major cities - the steepest rise in a decade.  Of these requests, 41% were families, 41% single men, 13% single women, 5% minors. USA Today
4.
70% of employees are retiring BEFORE they are 65.  And 33% of retirees indicated that 90% of their income came from their Social Security retirement check of $895/month.Washington Post

5.
20% of Americans have items stored in the U.S.'s 40,000 storage facilities. USA Today
6.
Many U.S. families (and churches)  are 1 to 2 months away from $$$ crisis.

7.
Record 1.5 million bankruptcies in 2002 (more than the ENTIRE decade of the 1960's).US Courts

8.
Financial problems are the largest contributing cause of marital stress and divorce.

9.
Average college student carries 4 credit cards (with UNPAID balances of $2327).Washington Post

10. 50% of new college graduates owe $10,000-$40,000 in student loans (and 1/3rd were unable to make their first monthly payment 6 months after graduation). Source: Wall Street Journal
11. $10-13 trillion dollars in inheritances will be transferred to the baby boomer generation within the next 10-20 years.  Yet, 70+% of the elderly today have NO will or trust ($0 for church/non-profits) Source: Chronicle of Philanthropy
12. 95% of Christian Educational Institutions (colleges, universities, seminaries and Bible colleges) offer NO personal or ministry financial curriculum. Lilly Foundation Studies

13. 90% of Denominations offer no available (or limited) financial teaching resources to their pastors or churches. CSA  research
14. 85% of Pastors feel unequipped and uncomfortable teaching on finances and giving. Lilly Foundation Studies

15. 90% of Churches have no active plan for teaching Biblical financial principles. CSA seminar research

16. In 2000, 12% of all born again adults tithed to their local church. The percentage rose to 14% in 2001, but dropped to only 6% in 2002.  This represents a 62% drop! Barna.org May 2003
17. There has been a 30+ year decline in the % Christians give (depending on the denomination, the average giving is 1% – 3½ %)  Source: Empty Tomb Research
18. 20-35% of church attendee giving records are blank ($0 of recorded offerings given). Source: CSA

19. In 1999, ~$3 billion was given to 600 Christian mission agencies.  Compare this to $58 billion for soda products, $24 billion in jewelry store sales, $8 billion for movies theaters, $13 billion for chocolate products, $38 billion in vending machine sales, $11 billion for comp/video games, $7 billion greeting cards, $23 billion for toys, $91 billion in lawn/garden industry, $23 billion for pets. Source: Empty Tomb Research
20.
In the Bible, there are 40 verses on "baptism", 275 verses on "prayer", 350 verses on "faith", 650 verses on "love" -- and 2,350 verses that relate specifically to finances and material possessions.
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