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ABOUT THE PROGRAM
NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR DEMOCRACY
The National Endowment for Democracy (the Endowment) is a private, nonprofit organization created in 1983 to strengthen democratic institutions around the world through nongovernmental efforts. The Endowment is governed by an independent, nonpartisan board of directors. With its annual congressional appropriation, it makes hundreds of grants each year to support pro-democracy groups in Africa, Asia, Eurasia, Latin America, and the Middle East.

The Endowment is guided by the belief that freedom is a universal human aspiration that can be realized through the development of democratic institutions, procedures, and values. Democracy cannot be achieved through a single election and need not be based upon the model of the United States or any other particular country. Rather, it evolves according to the needs and traditions of diverse political cultures. By supporting this process, the Endowment helps strengthen the bond between indigenous democratic movements abroad and the people of the United States—a bond based on a common commitment to representative government and freedom as a way of life. 

INTERNATIONAL FORUM FOR DEMOCRATIC STUDIES
The Endowment established the International Forum for Democratic Studies (the Forum) in 1994 in response to the need for sustained and serious study of democracy’s problems and prospects throughout the world. Since then, the Forum has become the preeminent center for analysis of the theory and practice of democratic development worldwide. It serves as a clearinghouse for information on the varied activities and experiences of groups and institutions working to achieve and maintain democracy around the world. Through its Democracy Resource Center, its publication of the quarterly Journal of Democracy, and its public seminars and symposia, the Forum enhances efforts to foster and improve democracy while also making important contributions to the field of comparative democratic studies.
REAGAN-FASCELL DEMOCRACY FELLOWS PROGRAM
Named in honor of NED’s principal founders, former president Ronald Reagan and the late congressman Dante Fascell, the Reagan-Fascell Democracy Fellows Program was established in 2001 with funding from the U.S. Congress to enable democratic activists, practitioners, scholars, and journalists from around the world to deepen their understand​ing of democracy and enhance their ability to promote democratic change. Fellows are in residence at the Forum and participate in the collegial life of the Endowment and in the many opportunities for professional exchange in Washington, D.C.

The Reagan-Fascell Democracy Fellows Program is intended primarily for practitioners and scholars from emerging and aspiring democracies. Distinguished scholars from the United States and other established democracies are also eligible to apply. The program offers five-month fellowships for practitioners to improve strategies and techniques for building democ​racy abroad and five- to ten-month fellowships for scholars to conduct original re​search for publica​tion. While the two tracks share many common elements, they have different eligibility requirements and distinct goals, activities, and products associated with them.
The Practitioner Track

The Reagan-Fascell program was established with the primary purpose of supporting democracy activists, human rights advocates, journalists, and others who work on the frontlines of building democracy in emerging and aspiring democracies. The program provides practitioners with a needed break from their daily routine so that they may reflect on their work, learn from counterparts in the United States, and reevaluate techniques for building democracy in their country of origin. 

Eligibility: Applicants interested in the practitioner track are expected to have substantial practical experience working to promote democracy or human rights in their country of origin or interest. There are no specific degree requirements for the practitioner track. A Ph.D., for instance, is not required of practitioner applicants. While there are also no age limits, applicants on the practitioner track are typically mid-career professionals with several years of professional experience in the field of democracy and human rights. Examples of eligible candidates for the practitioner track include human rights advocates, political party activists, professional staff of civic or humanitarian organizations, international lawyers, journalists, labor leaders, politicians, and diplomats.
Practitioner fellowships are typically five months in duration and culminate in a strategic policy memorandum, short article or op-ed, as well as a formal presentation of the fellow’s analysis and ideas.
The Scholarly Track tc "The Research and Writing Track " \l 5
In recognition of the importance of intellectual contributions to the theory and practice of democracy, the Reagan-Fascell program offers a scholarly track for scholars, professors, and established writers. Applicants for this track may be scholars from emerging and aspiring democracies or accomplished scholars from the United States and other established democracies. 

Eligibility: Applicants interested in the scholarly track are expected to possess a doctorate (a Ph.D., or academic equivalent) at the time of application, to have published in their field of expertise, and to have developed a detailed research outline for their fellowship project. Examples of eligible candidates for the scholarly track include college and university professors, analysts at research centers and “think tanks,” and independent writers. Occasionally, a professional who is planning to write a book or other scholarly publication may qualify to apply on the scholarly track.
Scholarly track fellowships are typically five months in duration (when appropriate, a small number of scholarly fellowships may be granted for ten-month periods). Fellows on this track make at least one public presentation of their work and complete a substantial piece of writing (typically an article or book) for publication.


English Language Requirement
A working knowledge of English is an important prerequisite for participation in the program. While the fellow’s primary product may be in his/her native language, it is expected that he/she will have a solid command of written and spoken English for general communication purposes. All application materials must be submitted in English (or accompanied by an English translation).

Program Calendar, Annual Competition, and Selection Process

The fellowship year begins October 1 and ends July 31 of the following year and is divided into two five-month sessions: the Fall session starts on October 1 and ends on February 28; the Spring session begins on March 1 and ends on July 31. In special cases, the program may accommodate fellows in August. The program is closed in September.
The Reagan-Fascell program holds an annual competition, the deadline for which is November 2. Notification of the competition’s outcome is in mid-April. Applications are assessed through a rigorous evaluation process, including expert external and internal review, culminating in the selection of finalists by the Endowment’s Board of Directors.
In order to ensure a competitive selection process for the many candidates who apply each year, the Reagan-Fascell program is unable to offer fellowship deferrals except under extraordinary circumstances. Awardees who are unable to accept a fellowship in the year for which they applied may be asked to reapply if they remain interested in pursuing a fellowship in a future year.
Residency Requirements

Fellows are expected to be in residence at the International Forum and work full-time on their fellowship projects while at the International Forum for Democratic Studies. Fellows may not hold any other fellowships, or be otherwise employed during the fellowship period without the express permission of program staff. Additional fellowships or work opportunities that coincide with the fellowship period must be brought to the attention of program staff. Failure to do so may result in the revocation of the fellowship.

Given their full-time residential character, Reagan-Fascell fellowships are not designed to support extensive fieldwork outside the Washington, D.C., area. The program recognizes the importance of establishing ties with counterparts elsewhere in the United States and abroad and understands that professional obligations may sometimes necessitate domestic or international travel. Limited funds may be available to support fellows’ professional travel within the United States. At the same time, fellows are expected to be in residence at the Forum for the bulk of the fellowship period, in order to take full advantage of the professional resources available at the Endowment and in the nation’s capital.
Fellowship Project and Program Activities
Fellowship Project TC "Fellowship Project" \f C \l "2" 
The Reagan Fascell Democracy Fellows Program is intended to give democracy practitioners, scholars, and journalists from around the world the opportunity to pursue a period of reflection, research, and professional exchange at the National Endowment for Democracy in Washington, D.C. Fellows are expected to devote their time to working on a project related to the prospects for democracy in a particular country or region. Projects may focus on the political, social, economic, legal, and cultural aspects of democratic development and may include a range of methodologies and approaches.  Projects should reflect the interests and expertise of the applicant and are not expected to include a study of, or comparison with, democracy in the United States.
At the start of their fellowship, and again at key stages throughout their stay at the International Forum, fellows consult with program staff on the theme and scope of their project, the progress they are making, any difficulties they may be encountering, and so on. Fellows are expected to make every effort to complete their project within the agreed-upon timetable.

All fellows make at least one formal presentation of their work during their stay. Presentations may be open to the public or geared to a more select audience and typically focus on the fellows’ research project or another topic relating to the state of democracy in their country of origin or interest.  Fellows are also expected to complete a written product (article, report, manual, book manuscript, etc.) relating to their project. As fellowships draw to a close, fellows update program staff on the progress they have made and their plans to complete their work in a timely fashion. Copies of the fellow’s final product(s), including any articles, op-eds, papers, book chapters, interview transcripts, or other material produced while in residence at the Endowment must be handed in to program staff by the end of the fellowship. Products may be written in English or any other language.

Program Activities  TC "Program Activities" \f C \l "2" 
 

The Reagan-Fascell program makes every effort to create a rich intellectual environment that fosters learning and professional development. Through its calendar of seminars, roundtables, field trips, and other events, the program seeks to: (a) build knowledge about the work of Endowment and its core institutes; (b) provide education concerning democracy through field trips and seminars; (c) support outreach for dialogue and interaction with the governmental, nongovernmental, academic, and media communities around town and beyond; and (d) promote a sense of collegiality among fellows as a group. Fellows are expected to participate fully in the seminars, roundtables, field trips, and other events organized on their behalf.  In deference to the collegial goals of the program, fellows are also expected to attend each other’s presentations, traditionally held at lunchtime as “brownbag” or catered events.
In addition, fellows benefit from the many informal social and cultural activities that the program has to offer, including trips to sporting events, museums, movies, happy hours, and potluck dinners. The program encourages fellows to take advantage of the many other resources available to those who wish to partake in the cultural life of the nation’s capital.
Fellowship Support and Services

Each fellow receives a monthly stipend for living expenses, plus basic health insurance and roundtrip travel to and from Washington, D.C., at the beginning and end of the fellowship period. Stipends take into account the fellow’s annual income, level of experience, and the cost of living in Washington, D.C. Fellows are provided with a fully equipped office, including Internet access and a NED email account, plus a limited budget for long-distance phone calls and professional travel within the United States.
Research Assistance TC "Research Assistance" \f C \l "2" 
Research Associates: Fellows receive research support through the Reagan-Fascell Research Associates Program. Research Associates (RAs) play a vital role in helping fellows realize their fellowship objectives by collaborating with them on their fellowship projects and engaging them in ongoing discussions about their work. Each RA is assigned to work with several fellows and provides critical support in a variety of ways—consulting with fellows on the shape and direction of their projects, providing research, written, and editorial support on issues relating to the theory and practice of democracy, facilitating outreach, aiding in the preparation and follow-up of fellows’ public presentations, and providing other assistance as necessary.

Democracy Resource Center: The International Forum for Democratic Studies houses a Democracy Resource Center (DRC), staffed by four librarians—a head librarian, an electronic resources librarian, and two library assistants, all of whom offer research assistance to the fellows. The DRC is the leading center for research on democracy in Washington, and includes an attractive library housing some 12,000 books, plus numerous journals, grantee reports, and other publications on democracy. The DRC’s expert staff members assist fellows with their research interests and computer needs. Fellows may enjoy access to other local libraries as needed.

Cost of Living and Dependents
Applicants should bear in mind that the cost of living (housing, furniture, food, and other essential living expenses) in the Washington metropolitan area is very high and that fellowship stipends are not calculated to cover a family’s financial needs. Fellows who wish to bring family members with them to Washington, D.C., will be expected to cover the costs of their dependents’ roundtrip travel and stay within the United States. The program does not ordinarily cover costs associated with dependents’ health insurance or roundtrip travel to the United States.  Please note that all dependents traveling to the Unites States on a J-2 dependent visa will be required to have basic health insurance coverage for the full period of their stay.
Visa Issues

Prior to their arrival in the United States, prospective fellows who are neither citizens nor permanent residents of the United States must secure a J-1 exchange visitor visa. The Reagan-Fascell program consults with incoming fellows concerning their status and assists with the documentation needed to obtain visas. Please note that J-1 exchange visitors (and their J-2 dependents) whose fellowships are funded by the U.S. government are typically required to return to their home country for two years following the completion of their fellowship.
Office Location and Contact Information

The National Endowment for Democracy is based in downtown Washington, D.C., at 1025 F Street, N.W., Washington, D.C., 20004. Centrally located near the White House, the U.S. Congress, the National Mall, and the Smithsonian Institution, our office building sits above Metro Center, one of the major subway stations of the Washington metropolitan area.

For further information, please contact:
Program Assistant, Fellowship Programs

International Forum for Democratic Studies

National Endowment for Democracy
1025 F Street, N.W., Suite 800
Washington, DC 20004
Tel.: 202-378-9700




Fax: 202-378-9407

E-mail: fellowships@ned.org
Internet: www.ned.org
PART II: APPLICATION GUIDELINES 
Application Deadline

All application materials must be submitted by Monday, November 2, 2009.  The deadline for referees to submit their letters of recommendation has been extended until Monday, November 16, 2009.
Submitting your Application
NEW! Online Application System: All applicants are asked to apply for the 2010–2011 fellowship year though our new Online Application System at http://fellowships.ned.org. 
Through the Online Application System, applicants will be asked to complete a Profile and submit:

(1) Applicant Information;
(2) Project Proposal; 
(3) C.V./Resume and Biography; and 
(4) Three Letters of Recommendation
Technical Difficulties? Applicants who cannot access the Online Application System at http://fellowships.ned.org should send an email to fellowships@ned.org explaining why you cannot access the web-based application. We will respond with instructions and materials you will need in order to submit a complete application. 
Duplicate Copies: If you have completed the online application and received a confirmation email, please DO NOT send a duplicate copy of your application or recommendation letters by email or postal mail. We receive a large volume of application materials and appreciate your cooperation in minimizing our paperwork by only submitting your application once.
Preparing your Application Materials
The Online Application System will allow applicants to begin working on an application, save progress, and return at a later time to complete the remaining application components.  Please review the following pages for guidelines you should use to prepare your Project Proposal and Resume/C.V. Instructions for Referees are also provided on page 13.
The Reagan-Fascell Democracy Fellows Program offers two tracks, a practitioner track (for democratic activists and practitioners), and a scholarly track (for professors, scholars, and writers). Please select either the practitioner track (page 10) or the scholarly track (page 11) and prepare to address the questions that follow.
Your project proposal is the most important part of your fellowship application. It should be clear, concise, and comprehensible to individuals outside your own field or concentration. As you look through the questions that follow, please note of the approximate word counts provided as guidelines for the length of your response to each question.
PROJECT PROPOSAL GUIDELINES FOR THE PRACTITIONER TRACK
A practitioner proposal will be stronger if it exhibits the following characteristics:
 
· offers a clear focus & rationale, with practical or policy relevance for democracy promotion

· outlines a well-defined product, with tangible benefits to colleagues & counterparts in your field

· offers comparative potential with other countries or regions

· explains why this fellowship in Washington, DC is necessary to achieve your project goals

· contains a realistic work schedule

Through the Online Application System, please be prepared to address the following questions:
1) 
Personal Background and Professional Experience
In approximately 500 words, provide a narrative description of your professional and personal experiences, with a particular focus on your activities and achievements as they relate to the promotion of democracy and human rights.
2)
Fellowship Project
In approximately 1500 words, describe the project you wish to pursue during the fellowship period. What topic relating to democracy do you propose to examine and why is this issue important? What methods will you use to carry out your project (library research, personal interviews, site visits, etc.) Will your project have relevance and implications for other countries or regions? How would a fellowship at the International Forum for Democratic Studies help you achieve your project goals?
3) 
Fellowship Product
In approximately 250 words, describe what product will result from your project (article, essay, book manuscript, handbook or training manual, report, policy memorandum, etc.).  How will it be disseminated (journal or newspaper publication, electronic media, blog, etc.) and in what language(s)?
4) Outreach

With which organizations do you hope to interact and why? You may wish to include the names of institutions and individuals concerned with the political, social, economic, legal, or cultural aspects of democratic development, located in Washington, D.C. 
5) 
Fellowship Impact
In approximately 250–500 words, elaborate on how your time in Washington, D.C. will strengthen your ability to promote democracy and human rights in your country or region of interest. In what other ways would your time at the International Forum contribute to your professional development and enhance the work of your organization?
6) International Exchange
Through its calendar of seminars, roundtable discussions, field trips, presentations, and other opportunities for international exchange, the Reagan-Fascell Democracy Fellows Program encourages an active and ongoing dialogue among fellows on matters of mutual concern. In no fewer than 75 words, provide a description of how you see yourself contributing to and benefiting from the collegial life of the program.
PROJECT PROPOSAL GUIDELINES FOR THE SCHOLARLY TRACK

A scholarly proposal will be stronger if it exhibits the following characteristics:
· articulates a clear, original hypothesis and outlines a suitable methodology 

· explains how the research results may contribute to the existing literature on democracy

· offers comparative potential with other countries or regions

· has practical or policy relevance in the field of democracy promotion

· contains a realistic work schedule

Through the Online Application System, please be prepared to address the following questions:

1)  Fellowship Project Proposal
In approximately 2,000 words, describe what issue related to the theory or practice of democracy you propose to research and why this issue is important. What methodology do you plan to use in conducting your research? How does this research contribute to the existing literature in your field? How would a fellowship at the International Forum for Democratic Studies facilitate your research?
2)
Fellowship Product
In approximately 250 words, indicate what scholarly product(s) will result from your research (article, essay, book manuscript, etc.)? How will these results be disseminated (journal or newspaper publication, electronic media, blog, etc.) and in what language(s)? In addition, please provide a detailed outline of your proposed written product(s).
3) 
Fellowship Impact
In approximately 250 words, tell us how the results of your research may contribute to the practice and promotion of democracy and human rights. Will your findings have implications beyond the scholarly realm? Are there other ways in which your project may have an impact on your field of interest or on your own professional development?
4) Personal Background and Professional Experience
In approximately 250 to 500 words, provide a narrative description of your personal and professional accomplishments as they relate to the theory and practice of democracy and human rights.
5) 
Outreach
With which academic institutions, think tanks, and other organizations do you hope to interact, and why? You are encouraged to list specific names of colleagues or counterparts with whom you would like to meet in the scholarly, media, NGO, or policy communities.
6) International Exchange

Through its calendar of seminars, roundtable discussions, field trips, presentations, and other opportunities for international exchange, the Reagan-Fascell Democracy Fellows Program encourages an active and ongoing dialogue among fellows on matters of mutual concern. In approximately 75 words, provide a description of how you see yourself contributing to and benefiting from the collegial life of the program.
7) Bibliography (optional)
RÉSUMÉ / CURRICULUM VITAE
Please prepare a résumé or curriculum vitae to attach to your application through the Online Application System. The résumé should list, in reverse chronological order, your education, including all degrees earned, professional appointments and experiences, awards and honors, and publications (if applicable).

Your résumé or curriculum vitae should be formatted in MS Word Document (.doc) or Adobe Acrobat PDF (.pdf) in order to successfully upload it to the Online Application System. 
Biography
Prepare a brief biography in 200 words or less that describes your personal background and professional experience as they relate to democracy building in your country of origin or interest. Be sure to include your current position, recent professional affiliations, and any noteworthy accomplishments (such as articles published or awards received). Examples of previous fellows' biographies may be found at www.ned.org/forum/current.html. 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR REFEREES
Thank you for agreeing to write a letter of recommendation to the Reagan-Fascell Democracy Fellows Program at the National Endowment for Democracy (NED). Your frank appraisal of the applicant and his or her fellowship project proposal will greatly help us in our selection process.  For further information about the program, please refer to pages 3–8.

Letter of Recommendation Guidelines
We would greatly appreciate your candid comments on the following:

· The length of time and context in which you have known the applicant

· Your opinion of his or her background, qualifications, accomplishments, and experiences

· Your appraisal of the proposed project and the applicant's ability to complete it on time

· Your assessment of the project's potential for advancing democratic theory and/or practice

· Your views on the suitability of the applicant and his/her project to the mandate of the Reagan-Fascell program and National Endowment for Democracy

· Any other information you feel is important to share concerning the candidate

Submitting your Letter of Recommendation

Applicants have been asked to apply for the 2010–2011 fellowship year using our new Online Application System. As a referee, you should receive an email from fellowships@ned.org containing a user name and password to log in to the Referee Portal of the Online Application System. The Referee Portal will list the guidelines mentioned above and will provide instructions on how to upload your letter of recommendation for a specific applicant.
Deadline: The deadline to submit your letter of recommendation has been extended until Monday, November 16, 2009. Letters of recommendation must be submitted in English or accompanied by an English translation. Please format your letter in MS Word Document (.doc) or Adobe PDF (.pdf).
For questions of further information, please contact:

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Program Assistant, Fellowship Programs

International Forum for Democratic Studies

National Endowment for Democracy
1025 F Street, N.W., Suite 800

Washington, DC 20004

Tel.: 202-378-9700




Fax: 202-378-9407

E-mail: fellowships@ned.org
Internet: www.ned.org



NED Office Address:
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Please Note: The Reagan-Fascell Democracy Fellows Program does not provide scholarship funds or any other type of financial aid to university students or graduate students. Nor is it designed to support postdoctoral research. The program is not an educational program offering academic courses leading toward a degree. In addition, it does not provide financial support to those seeking to complete professional training programs, attend conferences, or pursue internships at other organizations.
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