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IGIA, MWA Announce Build with Bags School Recycling Challenge Winner 

Iowa Grocers, Metro Waste Authority team up to stress importance of recycling to elementary schools

DES MOINES, Iowa – The Iowa Grocery Industry Association and Metro Waste Authority announced on November 16 that Eason Elementary in Waukee, Iowa, won the Build with Bags School Recycling Challenge by recycling 690 pounds of plastic shopping bags and using 966 reusable bags at the grocery store.

Eason Elementary will receive a hexagon shaped picnic table made from recycled plastic for winning the challenge.

“The Iowa Grocery Industry Association was proud to team with Metro Waste Authority to offer this great program to elementary schools to help teach children about the importance of recycling,” said Jerry Fleagle, president of the Iowa Grocery Industry Association. “The IGIA launched the Build with Bags program in August and this local recycling challenge was a great way to bring attention to the importance of recycling plastic shopping bags.”

The Build with Bags School Recycling Challenge started October 5. Thirty-nine schools competed to see whose students could recycle the most plastic bags and/or use the most reusable shopping bags over the five-week period. The program was developed to educate students about the importance of recycling or reusing shopping bags while localizing America Recycles Day.

Oviatt Elementary in Norwalk, Iowa, recycled 406 pounds of plastic shopping bags and received credit for 1,324 reusable bags to come in second place and win a park bench made from recycled plastic. The third place recipient of the recycled plastic bench was Walnut Hills Elementary School, also in Waukee, which recycled 513 pounds of plastic shopping bags and received credit for 518 reusable shopping bags.

Incredibly, this was the first year the Waukee School District participated in the program.

“The program received a great response from participating schools. Our goal was to raise awareness about the issue of plastic shopping bags becoming litter, and teach skills to begin to divert that waste,” said Tom Hadden, executive director of Metro Waste Authority. “In just five weeks, participating schools recycled nearly 7,000 pounds of plastic shopping bags, which is equivalent to 422,000 plastic bags. Those numbers are incredible and we couldn’t be more pleased.”

Participating schools that recycled at least 10 pounds of plastic shopping bags and received credit for using 10 reusable bags will get a $100 store gift card.

–  more  –

The plastic bag recycling challenge is in its third year, however, this is the first year that Metro Waste Authority and the IGIA have partnered. This program was successful in educating students about the importance of recycling and environmental stewardship. Area elementary schools collected used plastic shopping bags and delivered them to Des Moines metro area grocery stores – Dahl’s Foods, Fareway Stores, Hy-Vee and Scotts Foods – for recycling.

The participating elementary schools got credit for the weight of the plastic bags they recycled at the stores. A new component to this year’s challenge was the use of reusable shopping bags. For every six reusable bag credits designated to the shopper’s school of choice, that school received credit for one pound of weight.

–  end  –

About the Iowa Grocery Industry Association

The Iowa Grocery Industry Association is a state trade association that represents the food industry, including chain and independent supermarkets, convenience stores, mass merchandisers, wholesalers, brokers, manufacturers and distributors. Founded in 1899, the IGIA has long served as a resource to its members, the food industry and the general public through education, legislative, partnership and philanthropic programs. Headquartered in Des Moines, Iowa, the IGIA can be found online at www.iowagrocers.com.

About Metro Waste Authority
Metro Waste Authority is an award-winning regional government agency that manages the Metro Park East Landfill, the Metro Park West Landfill, the Metro Compost Center, the Metro Recycling Center, the Metro Transfer Station and the Regional Collection Center for Household Hazardous Materials. MWA also coordinates recycling programs for its member communities and is a leader in many environmental issues in central Iowa. Metro Waste Authority is self-funded through fees charged to those who use the landfill and its other services. The agency does not receive tax dollars.

