Welcome to 2nd Grade!

Dear Parents,

Welcome to Room 16!  Listed in this handbook are:  the overall program for Grade Two, a schedule of the School Day with special classes listed for the week, and a list of students in Room 12.

Please note:

· Mrs. Sylla will be teaching Math, Science, Grammar, and Writing.

· Mrs. Breitrick will be teaching Religion, Reading Fundations, and Social Studies.
Religion
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The focus of second grade is the preparation and receiving of First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion.  You will be receiving correspondence from the Religious Education Office regarding informative meetings and important dates for these sacraments.  Please mark your calendars.  


Our religion textbook, Alive in Christ, will introduce your child to some of the basic teachings of the sacramental life of the Catholic Church as he or she discovers what it means to belong to the Christian Community.  Students will be involved with activities throughout each lesson and scripture stories will be acted out.



Our liturgies are typically held on Wednesday mornings at 8:30 a.m.  Occasionally we will have an All-School Liturgy on Thursday.  Please consult our newsletter.  We hope you join us.
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Reading

We will be using a variety of resources this year including Houghton Mifflin’s Invitations to Literacy reading program, Wilson Reading Fundations, CAFÉ Reading strategies, and Words Their Way.  We will be using Big Books, trade books, and literacy skill sheets.  Invitations to Literacy will be divided into themes incorporating spelling, language, phonics, vocabulary, and reading into one literacy program.  Newsletters giving an overview, lists of theme-related books, and suggested theme related activities for parents and children to do together, will be sent home as we begin each unit.  As the year progresses, Guided Reading will be implemented during I/E time.  The children will be assessed and placed at their reading level.  Guided Reading books will also be sent home for practice, so your child can increase his or her vocabulary and improve reading fluency.  A parent signature form will be sent with each book.  These books should be practiced and returned on or before the due date.  The children will be checked at school for fluency.  

Book report forms will be sent home monthly.  The children will be expected to read an average of 20 minutes per day.  
***Important Incentive***  When students reach their required reading goal, they will receive a Book-It certificate for Pizza Hut for that month during October through March.  

Language
Writing is an important part of our reading program.  A variety of writing skills and [image: image3.jpg]


activities using the six-traits will be incorporated.  Daily Oral Language (D.O.L.) on the SMART board will be part of our organizational activities each morning.  The “Four Square Writing Method” will be taught to help students understand and structure their writing.  Some styles of writing the students will work on are a personal narrative, descriptive, expository, and explanatory writing.  Students will study grammar skills using the McGraw-Hill English textbook.  
Spelling

Spelling is incorporated into the Wilson Fundations Program.  A list of trick words will be sent home for practice.  Consult the newsletter for test dates.  
Intervention and Enrichment (IE)


During this time, students will be divided into small groups working on Math and Reading reinforcement and enrichment activities based on the individual needs of the students.  A variety of different resources will be used.
Math
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Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Math Expressions workbooks will be used this year.  Math Expressions emphasizes in-depth mathematics through real world problem situations, modeling, conceptual language and Math Talk to help students build mathematical ideas that make sense to them.  Completed and corrected papers will be sent home weekly.  We will begin the year with addition and subtraction.   Throughout the year, the Mastering the Math Facts program will be implemented.  This is a program for sequential practice of math facts daily.  Students compete against themselves.  We will start out the year with addition facts and then move on to subtraction.   Flash card drill is a must!    
Science and Social Studies


In science, students will use their McGraw-Hill textbooks and labs to study plants, animals, weather, space, physical science, and the human body.  Hands-on learning activities will be offered.  At the end of each chapter, students will bring home a study list and their books to study for the chapter test.  


In social studies, the Scott Foresman textbook entitled People and Places will be used.  Students will study geography, landforms, communities, Native Americans, and American history.  The text with activity worksheets will be sent home to study for chapter tests.


Both science and social studies will be supplemented with a weekly magazine.
Take Home Folder

This folder (blue vinyl) will be sent home daily and may contain assignments that need to be completed and any relevant information or notes.  
Every Friday this folder will contain corrected papers and tests, the class newsletter, and Spelling trick words.  Please look over the work, sign the form on the front cover, and return it to school on Monday.

Newsletter


Our Second Grade Newsletter will be online weekly and also placed in the Take Home Folder on Fridays.  This will give you an idea of what is happening in the classroom as well as a heads up on upcoming tests.

Scholastic Book Orders


Ordering books from Scholastic Book Club flyers is optional.  If ordering by check, please make checks payable to Scholastic Reading Club.  You can also order online and use your credit card to pay.  Sign up at www.scholastic.com/bookclubs.  On the parent page, click the “Register” button if you haven’t registered..  Register your user name and password.  When prompted, enter our Class Activation Code:  J367D.  This code ensures that your child’s order will be sent to Mrs. Sylla.  She will be notified when you place an order.
Snack


Each child will provide their own morning snack.  Thank you!
Discipline

We are incorporating the Discipline with Purpose Program this year school-wide.  It is a Christian model of discipline in which people are taught to be self-disciplined and are given the opportunity to learn from their mistakes.



Three Basic Rules:
1. Respect God, yourself, others, and things.
2. Contribute to the learning environment
3. Follow classroom procedures.
Consequences
· Warnings will be given.
· If misbehavior continues, it will result in a loss of afternoon recess and the student fills out a Disciplinary Plan which is signed by the parent. The Discipline Plan focuses on a missing skill that needs to be addressed.

We are looking forward to an exciting year!  If you have any questions or concerns, please contact us.  It is best to send a note with your child or email us at school at msylla@gracesystem.org or ebreitrick@gracesystem.org   You may also call before or after school at 434-3822 -- Mrs. Sylla at ext. # 573 or Mrs. Breitrick at ext. #557.  
Sincerely,










Mrs. Mary Sylla and Mrs. Eileen Breitrick




