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London Borough of Tower Hamlets 

 Building Control


SECTION 21 APPLICATION FOR CONSENT
(UNITING OF BUILDINGS)

London Building Acts (Amendment) Act 1939 (Section 21)

	
	Application Number (office use only)

	Directorate of Development & Renewal, Building Control,
Mulberry Place, 5 Clove Crescent, London E14 2BG
Tel: 020 7364 5009  |  Fax: 020 7364 5265  |  Email: buildingcontrol@towerhamlets.gov.uk
	21 /        / 

Payment ref: AF     

	
	

	1
	Statement

	
	I am submitting this application for consent to unite buildings under Section 21 of the London Building Acts (Amendment) Act 1939. I also enclose the necessary fee. Please refer to the attached notes before completing this form.

	
	Title:      
	First name: 
	Last name: 
	Signature:

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Owner/Occupier      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Agent (please tick as applicable)
	Date:       

	
	

	2
	Location of buildings to which work relates

	
	Addresses:
	     

	
	
	Postcode:
	     

	
	Use of buildings:
	     

	
	

	3
	Owner/Occupier commissioning building work

	
	Title:      
	First name: 
	Last name: 

	
	Company name:
	     

	
	Address:
	     

	
	
	Postcode:
	     

	
	Tel:
	     
	Fax:
	     
	Email: 
	     

	
	

	4
	Agent’s details (to whom correspondence relating to this application will be sent)

	
	Title:      
	First name: 
	Last name: 

	
	Company name:
	     

	
	Address:
	     

	
	
	Postcode:
	     

	
	Tel:
	     
	Fax:
	     
	Email: 
	     

	
	

	5
	Proposed uniting

	
	Description of proposed uniting
	     


	
	Commencement Date (see note 3):
	     

	
	

	7
	Particulars of Plans (i.e. drawing numbers, specifications etc) See notes 2 & 4

	
	Details:
	     


	
	

	8
	Charges (see note 5)

	
	Section 21 charge enclosed:

VAT:

n/a
Total:
£     


	
	

	
	Method of payment:  FORMCHECKBOX 
BACS     FORMCHECKBOX 
Credit/Debit card (please tick one)

To pay by credit/debit card or Bac’s please telephone us on 020 7364 5009 (press option 2 for Building Control).

	
	


Section 21 Application (Uniting of Buildings) Notes

1. Section 21 of the London Building Acts (Amendment) Act 1939 requires the Council’s consent to the uniting of buildings by making an opening in a party wall or external wall separating buildings or when buildings are connected by access without passing into the external air, unless, when united they are wholly in one occupation and as one building would be in conformity with the London Building Acts.  Consent is also required to the retention of such openings where the buildings are proposed to be occupied by more than one occupier.  Consent is further required to unite a building with an underground railway station unless it is solely in the occupation of the railway company and the openings meet certain stipulated criteria.
2. One copy of this application should be completed and submitted with two copies of plans plus an electronic copy on CD (if possible). Plans should include sections and elevations drawn to a scale of 1:100 or in the case of a very large building 1:200. Larger scale drawings may be required to be submitted for certain parts of the building. 
3. You will need to submit a Commencement Notice at least two days before work starts on site.  We will send you one for use when your application has been registered. A fresh application will need to be made if building work does not commence within 3 years of the formal submission of the application.
4. Plans of the united buildings must show the positions and sizes of the openings and the heights of the buildings in their various parts; also  (i) particulars of the construction of floors, roofs and staircases, (ii) thresholds of party wall openings; and (iii) enclosures to lifts, hoists, staircases and other vertical shafts and the nature of the means of escape. Indicate the use of the various parts of the buildings including details of trades or processes carried on therein together with the names of the occupiers. If the building, or parts thereof, is for speculative letting this must be stated together with all possible information as to the future use.

5. PAYMENT- This application cannot be accepted until the correct Section 21 charge has been paid (see attached Fees and Charges Guidance Note). Payment methods accepted BACS and Credit/Debit card. To pay by Bac’s or credit/debit card please telephone 020 7364 5009 (press option 2 for Building Control) We cannot accept cash payments.
6. This Authority is under a duty to protect the public funds it administers and to this end may use the information you have provided on this form within this authority for the prevention and detection of fraud. It may also share this information with other bodies administering public funds solely for these purposes. The London Borough of Tower Hamlets also upholds the principles of the Data Protection Act. The information supplied on this form and in future by telephone, correspondence or verbally will be held on computer for the purpose of Building Control administration.

7. Further information and advice on the Building Regulations may be obtained from our website www.towerhamlets.gov.uk, or by telephoning us on 020 7364 5009. If you would like to visit in person please telephone us on 020 7364 5009 to make an appointment. 
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