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1. Remembering Marian Snow: Memorial Fund set up in her memory

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

It is with great sadness that VOR reports to you that Marian Snow passes away last month following a lengthy illness.

Marian began her decades long volunteerism in 1996 when she helped start Fairview Families and Friends (FFF), the family association for Fairview Developmental Center in Southern California. 
She and her husband, Warren Snow (who many remember as VOR’s longtime First Vice President), had two daughters with profound mental retardation being served at Fairview. Over the years, Marian served in many leadership positions on the FFF Board of Directors, and served on VOR’s Legislative Committee for many years. Marian and Warren attended VOR’s Annual Conference and Washington Initiative regularly until health concerned prevented Marian from attending. 
In June 2009, VOR presented Warren and Marian Snow with a VOR Lifetime Achievement Award for their more than 50 years of “generous, caring, and deep commitments to improving the lives” of their two daughters and their peers with developmental disabilities. 

June 28, 2010 marked Marian and Warren’s 63rd wedding anniversary. Warren would always boast that Marian was the real force behind their collective advocacy.

Marian will be missed by her VOR family.
David Swain, a longtime VOR Board Member and recently-retired VOR Treasurer, has, with a private donation, started a Memorial Fund in honor of Marian Snow. If you would like to contribute to this fund you donate online or you can send your donation to:

VOR

836 S. Arlington Heights Rd., #351

Elk Grove Village, IL 60007

--------------------------------------------------------------

2. Remembering Mark Crawford

--------------------------------------------------------------

Mark Crawford passed away this week, following a long battle with Parkinson’s disease.
Many of you will remember both Mark and Pat Crawford from VOR's Annual Conference and Initiative. For many years, both faithfully attended, until Mark's health prevented them from traveling. Pat served for many years on VOR's Board of Directors and as an Officer (Secretary) for most of her years of service.  The entire Crawford family has been active and supportive members of VOR’s advocacy for many, many years. 
To learn more about Mark’s life and legacy, see http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/omaha/obituary.aspx?page=lifestory&pid=145445100. 
As you will read, Dr. Crawford practiced ophthalmology for 40 years in Lincoln.  Pat and Mark have five children, including Matt who resides at Beatrice Developmental Center. 
In lieu of flowers, Pat has asked that memorials in Mark's memory be given to VOR.  You can do so online, or you can send your tribute donation to:

VOR

836 S. Arlington Heights Rd., #351

Elk Grove Village, IL 60007

LEGAL UPDATE

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

3. N.J. seeks to dismiss lawsuit alleging discrimination against people with disabilities
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Summary: This article is about a P&A deinstitutionalization lawsuit in New Jersey. It references testimony by Sam Bagenstos, an attorney with the U.S. Department of Justice who apparently served as an expert witness in support of P&A. Mr. Bagenstos’ testimony alleges that the community is far less expensive than facility-based care. Peer-reviewed research says otherwise. 
NJ Star-Ledger

September 22, 2010

New Jersey is too broke to move 1,850 people with developmental disabilities out of institutions in the next five years, so a lawsuit demanding it do so should be dismissed, an attorney representing the state said today.

The case stems from a federal Supreme Court ruling that says federal law protects the right of disabled people to live in "the most integrated setting’’ safely possible.

"Making these placements would be financially devastating to the state," said Deputy Attorney General Gerard Hughes, who represented the state Department of Human Services in federal court in Trenton.

But a lawyer for the other side said that’s no excuse.

"Every state says ‘we don’t have the money now,’" said Samuel Bagenstos, a deputy attorney general from the U.S. Justice’s Department’s civil rights division.

According to the Justice Department, he said, "It’s $70,000 cheaper to serve a person in the community’’ than in an institution. "The state would save money because they could close a wing, a floor, a building.’’

Bagenstos was dispatched from Washington, D.C., to testify for a legal advocacy group, Disability Rights New Jersey, which brought the suit. The group wanted U.S. District Court Judge Anne Thompson to rule the state was violating the Americans with Disabilities Act and order it to move people into the community.

The state offered its empty pockets defense after Thompson refused to allow a more controversial approach: that the state cannot be sued and the 20-year-old disabilities act violates states’ rights and should be declared invalid.

Thompson barred that "sovereign immunity" defense last year when the state offered it to fend off a similar lawsuit.

That lawsuit, also brought by Disability Rights New Jersey, alleges Human Services is violating the disabilities law by not reducing a housing waiting list for some 8,000 disabled people, many cared for by their elderly or sick parents.

The judge told both sides to expect to go to trial.

In May 2007, Human Services Commissioner Jennifer Velez released "Path to Progress," a plan describing how the state would comply with the U.S. Supreme Court’s 1999 Olmstead decision.

It called for discharging 100 people the first year and 250 people every year after until 2015. The plan would cost about $1.3 billion in state and federal funds, with more than $500 million coming from downsized developmental centers.

Jeffrey Carr of Princeton, a volunteer attorney working with the disability rights group, said case law requires the state to show it has "a working plan" and is making progress following it. But since 2008, the state has relocated only 63 people, Carr said, citing Human Services data.

"The plan is simply not working,’’ he said.

Hughes said the state spent about $30 million to relocate 62 people and there is ample evidence it is following a plan, despite a "historic financial collapse not seen since the Great Depression.’’

FEDERAL UPDATE

------------------------------------------------------------------

4. House Approves Bill Removing ‘Mental Retardation’ From Law

------------------------------------------------------------------

By Michelle Diament

September 23, 2010

Disability Scoop

The House of Representatives unanimously approved a bill Wednesday evening paving the way for the term “mental retardation” to be replaced with “intellectual disability” in many areas of federal law.

The legislation known as Rosa’s Law now goes to President Barack Obama who White House officials say intends to sign the measure.

Under the bill, the terms “mental retardation” and “mentally retarded” would be stripped from federal health, education and labor policy. “Intellectual disability” and “individual with an intellectual disability” would be inserted in their place.

The changes would occur as laws and documents come up for revision over the next several years. Since the alterations would be implemented gradually, the legislation is not expected to incur any cost.

The language swap would not alter the rights that individuals with disabilities have, but would merely bring the federal government more in line with a trend toward using the term “intellectual disability.” Already the term is used by most states and some federal agencies including the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

Rosa’s Law is named for Rosa Marcellino, a Maryland girl with Down syndrome.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

5. New Health Reform Provisions Took Effect September 23

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

NEWS RELEASE (excerpts)
NCD #10–604

September 23, 2010

WASHINGTON—Six major provisions to the Affordable Care Act went into effect on September 23, six months after its passage. 
The new provisions include extending coverage for young adults, improving access to preventive care, restricting insurance companies from unfairly rescinding coverage, creating a more fair insurance denial appeals process, eliminating lifetime limits on insurance coverage, and regulating annual limits on insurance coverage. 

According to NCD Vice Chair, Linda Wetters, "These reforms will be of significant benefit to people with disabilities and people with chronic health conditions, who have historically experienced some of the most significant disparities in health status, and inequities in access to health care, and health promotion services, as documented in NCD’s September 2009 report, “The Current State of Health Care for People with Disabilities.”

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

Dues and Donations to VOR can now be made ONLINE. 


See, http://www.vor.net/giving/donate/online-donation-form for Donations


See, http://www.vor.net/giving/join/online-membership-form to Join or Renew

TO JOIN, RENEW OR DONATE BY FAX or MAIL:

TO JOIN OR CONTRIBUTE: $40 per individual, $200 per family organization, or $250 per provider/professional organization. Extra donations are welcome!

You may pay by check or credit card:
VOR
836 S. Arlington Heights Rd., #351
Elk Grove Village, IL 60007
847-253-0675 fax (for referrals or credit card payments)

Tamie327@hotmail.com (for referrals) 

____________________________________________
Name

_____________________________________________
Address (if paying by credit card, use billing address). All forms must include complete address including zip code)

_____________________________________________
City St Zip

_____________________________________________
Phone Fax

_____________________________________________
E-Mail

_________________________________________________
Family/Professional Organization Affiliation (if applicable)

If paying by credit card, please provide the following information:

Amount to charge to card: $_______________________
Card Type: _____ Mastercard _____ Visa  ____ Discover

Card Number: ___________________________________


Expiration Date: __________________________________

Cardholder's Signature: ___________________________
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