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AVON VALE HUNT PONY CLUB

 WHAT’S ON – SPRING 2011
(and everything else you need to know)
PC website: www.pcuk.org  Avon Vale website: http://branches.pcuk.org/avonvale  Email: avonvale@pcuk.org 
JUMPING with STYLE on Monday 21 February
Get your entries in now as the closing date is Friday 11 February

HELPERS are needed all day so offer your services NOW

DON’T WAIT TO BE ASKED

Contact Clare Bromfield 01249 730338 thebromfields@lacock.wanadoo.co.uk
CHILDREN’S MEET with the Avon Vale Hunt on Wednesday 23rd February. 11.00am at Erlestoke Camp, SN10  5TT.
All members are welcome.  £10 per member. 

There is plenty of hard standing for parking at the meet. No turning or reversing required!
Adults are welcome as nannies, but must be escorting a child or a designated ‘nanny’. You must be riding a safe horse and stay at the back as it is the children’s day! 
Remember to read the Hunting info on the AVHPC website. 

Any queries and sign in with Clare Bromfield, thebromfields@lacock.wanadoo.co.uk 
The Avon Vale PC Triathlon on Sunday 27th February at Dauntsey’s School, if you want to compete please let Clare know. Helpers are needed.  Speak to Clare Smallman
Racecard Sellers needed at the Avon Vale Hunt Point to Point on Saturday 2nd April.  The Point to Point is being held at Larkhill Racecourse and members of the Avon Vale PC are asked to sell the Race Cards on the day (free entry for helpers’ cars). You need a bum bag for money and a bigger bag to carry the Racecards.  It’s a good day out, bring a picnic and enjoy the racing.  Please ring or email Clare Bromfield to find out more and sign in.

TREASURER WANTED:  our treasurer, Debbie Still, is so busy with running The Methuen Arms, that she’d like to hand the accounts over to someone else. If you think you might be able to take it over and would like to know more, please speak to her or to Clare Bromfield.
Combined  Training: we will be running these friendly competitions again this year – dates are in the Diary, Schedules on the website in due course.  Helpers are needed to run these, please offer to be a steward, scorer or writer.
Life Guard needed for Stonar Camp 5-6.00pm Mon-Thurs 1-4 August. Have you done Life Saving as part of your D of E?  Do you know anyone else?  Speak to Rachel Riley or Clare Bromfield
The Pony Club Annuals FREE! All members are entitled to a free copy. Please collect yours from a rally or contact Clare Bromfield who has boxes of them and is desperate to get rid of them!!

Spur Permission 2011:  if a member who has not yet passed their ‘B’ test wishes to wear spurs at ANY Pony Club activity or competition, a 2011 signed Spur Permission is necessary.

It will only be signed if your instructor and the DC are happy with your riding. 

The Spur Permission is on the back of your annual membership card (green this year); this must be signed by the DC and must be carried with you at all Pony Club events.  Many competitions now ask for them when doing tack checks.  British Eventing and British Show Jumping offer reductions on first time registrations on production of a PC Membership Card.

PC Secondhand Clothing and Tack:  Mrs Michelle Brown 01225 862958  Mob: 07940 539272. The Secondhand stall will be at the Day Rally on 20th April.
Pony Club Clothing: Avon Vale Hunt Pony Club polo shirts and sweat shirts are available from Mrs Jane Flinn  01225 862155   

Avon Vale Pony Club Waterproof Jackets can be ordered from Bella Walker 01225 863281 or email sandra.walker66@virgin.net 

PC Numnahs: are available for all pony club members to purchase at £30 appprox. They are white squares with Avon Vale PC on the side. They are in small and full size. They can be worn for team SJ competitions like the JwS and Areas. Order one through Clare Bromfield. If you are in an Area team and don’t have one we will have spares to use on the day. 

A new order will be placed at the end of May, so contact Clare Bromfield with your order now.
Hat tagging: all hats worn at any Pony Club activity have to be tagged (like British Eventing) with a purple Pony Club tag.  We will be tagging hats at most rallies.

No fixed peaks for cross country, only crash hats with silks. Please ensure hats fit

securely and the straps are tightened correctly and tidied up neatly. If a Rally

Organiser or Instructor is concerned about the fit of your hat you will not be allowed to

ride.  It is your responsibility.

Hats should be replaced every 3-5 years. However if dropped or involved in an

accident where the hat is banged hard on the ground/road, it should be replaced earlier.
It is mandatory for all members to wear a protective helmet manufactured to a minimum standard: BSI

Kitemark PAS015: 1998, or EN1384: 1996, or BSEN 1384: 1997, or Snell E2001 with official Snell label and

number, or SAI Global AS/NZS 3838 1998 or AS/NZS 3838 2003.

Parents should ensure that hats are professionally fitted and do not move on the head. For children under 9 years old: medical advice is that children’s neck muscles do not develop adequately to support a fairlyheavy hat, therefore it may be appropriate for children under 9 to wear a lightweight hat 
made to comply with the above.  There needs to be a Kite Mark and a CE Mark.
First Aid at Rallies:  
If any parents hold these qualifications, or are qualified doctors or nurses, could you please let Clare Bromfield or rally organiser know as this might take the pressure off us having to provide this cover if you are already at the rally or training session with your child.

Trained First Aider: someone who has a EFAW (Emergency First Aid At Work) qualification gained at a one day course. An annual refresher must be gained and the qualification revalidated after three years. Or a person who has the BHSD equestrian Specific First Aid qualification, two-day course with a bi-annual refresher.
Qualified First Aider:  A person who has a FAW (First Aid at Work) qualification gained at a three-day course. An annual refresher must be attended and the qualification revalidated after three years. Or a nurse registered with the Nursing and Midwifery Council providing they maintain a knowledge of, and are able to apply, the current standards that HSE accepts for the first aid management of injuries and illness.
Child Protection: in view of current legislation we have to be careful about people taking photographs at any Pony Club activity, particularly of other peoples’ children.  Please don’t be offended if you are asked to identify yourself or sign a photographic permission form.
THE ICE CAMPAIGN (In Case of Emergency)
 We all carry our mobile phones with names and numbers stored in its memory. If we were to be involved in an accident or were taken ill, the people attending us would have our mobile phone but wouldn’t know who to call. Yes, there are hundreds of numbers stored but which one is the person to call In Case of  Emergency? Hence this ICE campaign. 

As mobile phones are carried by the majority of the population, all you need to do is store the number of a contact person or persons who should be contacted during an emergency under the name ICE.
The idea was thought up by a paramedic who found that when he went to the scenes of accidents there were always mobile phones with patients but they didn’t know which number to call. He therefore thought that it would be a good idea if there was a nationally recognised name for this purpose. 

In an emergency situation, Emergency Service personnel and hospital staff would be able to quickly contact the right person by simply dialling the number you have stored as ICE. For more than one contact just enter ICE1, ICE2 etc
The concept of ICE is catching on quickly as a method of contact during emergency situations and is fully supported by doctors, nurses and paramedics. It really could save your life. Do it now!

Manual of Horsemanship: all members should have a copy, to be able to take any tests they need to study it!! It is a MUST for camps. They will be for sale at most rallies. Contact Clare Bromfield
Contact Details: if your contact details change please can you notify the Membership Secretary and the District Commissioner so that we can keep our records up to date. In particular please make sure we have your up-to-date email address.
Notice Board: there is a Pony Club notice board that is brought to almost all rallies.  It has on it details of any changes or updates to the programme, items and ponies for sale and schedules. Any Pony-For-Sale ad’s, schedules etc welcome.

Ponies for Sale: the Classified section of the Pony Club website is very effective and cheap.  You enter the details on the main PC website (not the Avon Vale Branch page) and pay by credit card.  A digital photograph is recommended.  Sounds complicated, but it is really very easy and usually gets lots of response.  Useful for trailers also.
SHOW JUMPING AND EVENTING
Contact: Mrs Clare Bromfield   Tel 01249 730338   Mob 07881 807744   Email: thebromfields@lacock.wanadoo.co.uk
DRESSAGE
Contact: Mrs Maggie Doel   Tel: 01249 730517  Mob: 07774 709927     Email: maggiedoel@btconnect.com
TETRATHLON

Contact: Mrs. Clare Smallman         Tel: 01380 812174         Email:  mark.smallman@lineone.net
To all budding athletes within the Avon Vale, why not have a go at Tetrathlon (shooting, swimming, running and riding) or Triathlon (no riding)?  The Avon Vale teams and individuals have been very successful recently and it would be great if we could get a few more members taking part in order to enter full teams across a number of age ranges.  It would be particularly good to make up one or more boys, teams, all are welcome aged 6 - 21.
 

At present our competitors train individually and at the pentathlon club Bath 5, but I would be happy to arrange a regular training night should people see a benefit.
Contact - David Hughes Tel: 01225 759429 Mob: 07920 496677 e-mail: david.hughes65@btinternet.com
PONY RACING
Contact: Mrs Carol Stainer        Tel. 01225 702313                               Email:   cstainer@talktalk.net 
We are trying to set up a Pony Racing rally.
PONY CLUB TESTS 
Contact: Mrs Cindy Wimble             Tel: 01380 860041             Email: cindy@etchilhampton.com
Church Farm, Etchilhampton, Devizes SN10 3JL

Please contact Cindy Wimble if you want to take D, D+, C, C+, or B tests.

All members are encouraged to take tests at the appropriate age and ability; your instructor will be able to advise you if you are unsure whether you are ready.  You can download a Test Application Form from the website. 
Contact Cindy Wimble if you want to do C or C+ test on Monday 18 April.

C & C+ Test candidates should attend the Stable Management rally at Reybridge on Friday 15 April with their horses at 2pm

D and D+ training and Tests will be done at the Junior Rally or camp, and stable management on Tuesday 31st May is for all levels (except B).
Tests:  Felts are worn under your Pony Club badge. Only wear the one for the latest test passed.  The Test Card tells you what you need to know for that particular test.  If you have not got a Test Card, send a s.a.e. to Cindy and she will send you one, or download one off the main PC website.  
You have to start with D test, however old you are!

E Test:  Pale yellow felt. This is a very basic test for younger members and is taken at Camp.
D test: yellow felt – is taken at summer camps for members who are 8 or over. This is done with an examiner under test conditions. 

D+ test: white felt - is taken from 10 years old.  From 2010 this will also be done under test conditions and not, as previously, by having a form signed by your instructor.

C test: green felt – is taken from 11 years old and has two examiners, one for riding and one for stable management, on set Test Days. 
C+ test: pink felt - is taken by two examiners, one for riding and one for Stable Management on set Test Days. You must be at least 13 years old.
B test   is organised by Area 14 and is in two sections, Riding and Care.  Age from 15 years. 

There is a B Test Stable Management rally with Maggie Doel on Tues 31 May at 6pm (no horses).

You cannot be awarded any certificate and felt unless you have passed the appropriate Road Rider test
ROAD RIDER TEST
We would like to run another Road Rider test for 11yrs and up this year. If your child wants to take it, would you run it for us?  Have you a suitable venue?  Speak to Clare Bromfield
Please note you cannot do:
D test without passing your Road Rider Mini Achievement Badge

D+ and C test without passing your Road Rider Achievement Badge

C+ and B test without passing your Road Rider Test
ACHIEVEMENT BADGES

Contact: Mrs Dawn Mayne       Tel No:  01380 818344            Email:  dawnmayne01@googlemail.com



There are many different badges to be achieved on Horse & Pony Care, General Knowledge, the Countryside and the Environment.  These are aimed at members 6-12 years and working towards D and C Tests. The badges can be sewn onto the sleeves of PC sweatshirts (in Brownie badge style)
.
RALLIES (suitable for all ages and abilities)
Please sign in correctly for Activities and rallies, it saves a lot of time for the organiser!  Also please put the name of the member on the back of the cheque. We will always acknowledge emails, so if you don’t get a reply, please try again. 

How to put your name down for rallies: 
For Daytime Rallies there are two ways of putting your name down:

1. Fill in the form that you get with the Spring Programme - or download it from the Avon Vale website and send it with a cheque for £6 made out to AVHPC to Mrs Jill Bichard.

2. Send your application by email to avonvale@pcuk.org either with all the details (name, tests passed, ht of pony/horse, any medical conditions we should be aware of) or by filling in the rally form and attaching it to your email. Pay by cheque on the day.
If you are sharing a pony, travelling with another member, or if you particularly want to be in the same ride as another member please let us know 
The time of your ride will be on the AVHPC website one or two days before, or telephone at the time stated in the Diary.  Enquiries only between 6.30 and 7.30 pm please, on 01225 782442.
 If you sign in for a day or evening rally and do not attend, you will be charged for the rally unless you let the Organiser know in good time
For Evening Rallies contact Clare Bromfield, preferably by email, to book in at least 3 days in advance and pay by cheque on the day. You can sign in at one evening rally for the next one. You get your time at the time of booking and this remains your time for that winter’s evening rallies.  No block booking, please.
Evening rallies are held at West Wilts Equestrian Centre, Holt – dates in the Diary.  

Times:     Session 1. 5.00 - 6.15 pm    £7         XC    surcharge  £3    

                Session 2. 6.25 – 7.40 pm   £9         XC    surcharge  £5   

                Session 3. 7.45 – 9.00 pm   £10       XC    surcharge  £5  
                 

Some rides will be doing cross country, weather permitting, so make sure you bring medical armbands, back protectors, a hat that is NOT fixed-peak, long sleeves, gloves and the correct bit and boots for the pony/horse as we do not always know in advance which groups will be going outside. 
We are always happy to answer any queries you may have, but do please try to telephone the organiser only at sensible times. 

AT THE RALLY: 

Try to be on time.  We aim to start promptly at the time specified, though we do understand that sometimes ponies can be difficult to load or boxes refuse to start. 

At the beginning and end of rallies HELP is needed to set out and put away jumps etc. Don’t wait to be asked …offer your services!  

At the end: dismount, run up the stirrups and lead out correctly. 

Say thank you to your instructor and the rally organiser. 

Clear up your horse’s/pony’s droppings and hay in the lorry park………please!
What to wear: 

Correct Dress:  beige jodhpurs, white or dark blue PC polo shirt, PC sweat shirts, tagged hats with plain hat silks, gloves. For girls: hairnets or hair neatly tied up is a MUST. No earrings!
Cross Country: fixed peak hats are not allowed for cross country, you should have a skull cap with a plain silk on it, back protector, medical armband, long sleeves and gloves.
Correct Tack:  tack should be clean and well fitting, check stitching especially on stirrup leathers and girth straps, numnahs should be plain and in white or dark colours, boots for ponies/horses going XC.
Hat tagging can normally be done at rallies, see Hat Rules above
NO JEWELLERY, NO HOODIES.  You should look neat and tidy

Please read if you are interested in Area teams

During July and the beginning of August each Pony Club Area (we are Area 14) hold Area Competitions in the various Pony Club disciplines.  These are run by different Pony Club branches in different venues within our Area each year (see Diary for dates). The teams and individuals that qualify at the Area competitions go on to the Championships.  The National Novice Championships are held in Cheshire over August Bank Holiday weekend, and the Intermediate and Open Championships are in Derbyshire two weeks earlier.

The teams are selected by the various trainers, co-ordinators and the D.C.  Members are then invited to be part of the team.  You cannot enter Area competitions yourself, you have to be selected and the entries are done by the branch.  Competition results forms are available for you to fill in (they can be downloaded from the website under the PC Forms tab) so we can see how you have been doing. 
It is a great honour to be selected for a Pony Club team.
Area Team Qualification. To be eligible to represent your Pony Club at an Area Competition in the summer of 2011, you have to have done at least three Working Rallies since 1 July 2010, at least one of which has to have been in 2011. Camp counts as one rally, so does the Summer Show.

We cannot put you in a team if we haven’t seen enough of you!

If you would like to be considered for any of the Area teams, please try to compete at our Summer Show  (June 1).  Eventing team hopefuls remember to come to the Horse Trials on Sunday 3rd July so we can see you in action.  

If you wish to be considered for teams this summer:
1) Fill in the Competition Form and send to Clare Bromfield immediately. This lets us know you are interested in being in a team and gives us all the details we might need when completing the entry forms. 
2) The Results Sheets for Show Jumping and Eventing should be returned towards the end of June when the teams are being picked. We then know how you’ve been getting on and what you’ve been doing.  Be honest with both good days and bad! You do need to have competed at the right levels/height.
3) Please make sure you are available on the dates of the competitions, it is a shame when we pick teams to find half of the members are away.

4) Junior Area teams are 12 years and under (as at 1 Jan) and 14.2hh and under. They are for experience only and do not have a Championship.

5) You must attend 3 working rallies to be considered, so plan ahead and fit them in. 

6) If you have transferred from another PC there are certain rules to abide by. Make sure you qualify.
AREA COMPETITIONS  ARE THE ONLY ONES WE SELECT TEAMS FOR. 

YOU MAY ENTER ANY OTHER TEAM COMPETITION, JUST LET ME KNOW HOW YOU GET ON!
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