Syllabus And Schedule Econ 1A - Macro - Spring 2016


Course:  ECON 1A – Principles of Macroeconomics  

Spring 2016; 5 units

Where: 3308

Instructor:  David J. Moglen, MA


Email: david.moglen@evc.edu

Acceptable for credit: University of California, California State University

Dates/ Days/ Times: 04/04/2016 - 06/24/2016, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 10:00 AM to 11:50 AM and Fridays 11:00 AM to 11:50 AM  Section: 2   Course ID#: 40112

Office Hour: Fridays, 12:00-1:00 PM, in room 4148
Required Text: Real World Macroeconomics (Second Edition) Edited by David Moglen (Cognella Academic Publishing). ISBN: 978-1-63487-031-3 (perfect bound edition) available at https://students.universityreaders.com/store
This is by far the most recommended option for best success in this course.
If you run into any problems at all in the ordering process call them right away at: 1-(800) 200-3908 extension 503.
Print Price: $103.95

Digital Price: $93.95
Please see the directions on how to buy the book in the document on the MACRO class web site – URL given below – entitled “Cognella Macro Student Ordering Instructions 2nd Edition.” It includes a customer service phone number if you have any confusion along the way (also seen above). The only change from that document is the pricing of the book is slightly changed and updated below. Or you can buy it at the Foothill College bookstore. You can buy it directly from the publisher (which will only sell you a new book, and the newest edition) using the link above, but if you do go to the college bookstore (in person or online), that information is:
REQUIRED-CHOOSE ONE 

REAL WORLD MACROECONOMICS

Author
MOGLEN

Published Date
2015

ISBN
9781634870320

Publisher
UNIV RDR

$99.95New 

Cover image is not available 

REQUIRED-CHOOSE ONE 

TOP HAT SUBSCRIPTION CARD -AND BOOK

$66.00 New

Author
TOPHAT

Published Date
NA

ISBN
9780986615108

Publisher
TOPHAT
E-Book Option:
Information about the e-book available for $60 will be provided in class and through email. You only need one book, either the printed copy or the e-book. The lowest price is found by ordering direct from the publisher at www.tophat.com.

Please see your email for the detailed book ordering welcome message. You can get the e-book at tophat.com, or for a direct link, use the direct URL below:

Foothill - Principles of Macroeconomics (Spring 2016)
Macroeconomics Foothill College Spring 2016

Course URL: https://app.tophat.com/e/496258
Information about the e-book available for $60 will be provided in class and through email. You only need one book, either the printed copy or the e-book. Both books can be found by ordering direct from the respective publishers.
Please see your email for the detailed book ordering welcome message.

Course Content: This course is designed to develop an understanding of national income, employment, and inflation. The causes and impacts of recessions and expansions are featured. Fiscal and monetary policy, money and banking, current economic problems and policy analysis are covered. Students will acquire a working knowledge of all these topics, analytical tools, and how to apply all of it.

Student Learning Objectives (SLOs):

Student Learning Outcome #1: Employ the supply and demand model to predict market responses to shocks.

 

Student Learning Outcome #2: Illustrate and explain unintended consequences resulting from government interference in well-functioning markets.

 

Student Learning Outcome #3: Illustrate and critically assess the aggregate economy using a macroeconomic model or models.

 

Student Learning Outcome #4: Analyze and critically assess the effectiveness of fiscal and monetary policy and their relationship to inflation, unemployment, and the overall business cycle.

Academic Expectations: It is your responsibility to have read all chapters listed on and before any given date of the class – as seen in the detailed schedule that follows.  The textbook is the primary instructional device of this class.  Lectures and online notes are not a substitute for keeping up with the book reading, nor is the book reading a substitute for lecture.  You are accountable for reading the chapters assigned for exam purposes, regardless of whether that material was discussed in lecture or not.  However, areas of emphasis will be developed in class, and it is your responsibility to ensure that the concepts are clear to them prior to exams. One method of doing so is organizing questions and identifying unclear topics to be clarified during office hour.

Other Supplies: A notebook for note-keeping must be brought every class.  The textbook is convenient to have at hand. Also essential: calculator, ruler and stapler. Number two pencils, and erasers should also be brought especially on exam or quiz days. Graph paper is optional. Bring Scantron form 882-E on every class day with an Exam or Quiz. You need 5 of these in total.

Classroom requirements: Class meetings will consist of lecture, discussion, and group work activities to help you becomes familiar with course content.  For this reason, attendance and participation are mandatory.  If you can see that you will be missing an in-class activity (Growup works, or “gw” seen in the schedule), ideally you would notify the instructor beforehand so you can email the activity on your own on the correct date. Make arrangements with fellow students to get notes of missed class materials, assignments, activities, and discussion.  You need to arrive on time and be prepared to discuss assigned readings, reports, and activity topics.  

In addition to arriving before class starts and remaining an active participant for the duration of each class, all students are expected to maintain appropriate classroom behavior at all times.  Any violations of this standard will result in actions taken according to district rules.  

Enrollment Status:  All admissions issues meaning adding and dropping are your responsibility.  If you stop attending but fail to drop by the deadline and your name is on the roster at the end of the semester, you will get an F. In other words, if you attend even one day of this class, do not count on the professor to drop you. The professor reserves the right to drop any student who misses two straight weeks without contacting prof. to explain. However and to reiterate, do not count on being dropped unless you have taken action and have written, dated proof that you are dropped. 

Cell Phones:  Turn them off please. No web-enabled devices are allowed during class, except as noted by the instructor.
Class website:   http://www.foothill.edu/bss/people/moglen-david/
This syllabus, outline-form lecture notes, and supplementary class materials will be posted here. Occasionally updates will be posted here. Reviews and practice quizzes to help prepare you for exams are posted here. It will be necessary to refer to the class website at least once a week prior to each class. It is recommended you add the site to your “bookmarks” or “favorites” in your web browser if you are consistently using the same computer.  It will also be necessary to refer to this syllabus regularly throughout the term.  If you ever lose this document, go to the website to print out another. 

Questions:  Anytime you need a specific example, you need something repeated or restated, you don’t understand a word or a phrase or a question, it is your responsibility to raise your hand and ask every question necessary for you to excel in the material. If you don’t feel it’s a good time to ask when you hear it, write it down as best you can and ask later. You are encouraged to ask questions during class. 

You should form study groups and see if other students can help you when class is not in session. It is also expected that questions will be asked among students during group work activities.

Attendance:  It is in your best interest to always attend for best chances of success. Also absences may cause you to miss in-class work.  If you miss more than one quiz it will be seriously deleterious to your grade.

If you must be absent, make sure you have already exchanged contact info with several classmates, so you can borrow their detailed notes that would have captured everything that went on the board, verbal explanations on key concepts, guidance for completing the group projects as well as answers to group work questions. (In other words, the type of notes you should take every class day.)

To do that, get contact info from several students and form a study group with them immediately. You personally must take the initiative to get peers’ contact info. Do not wait for other people to invite you to their study group.

Honor Code:  Cheating and/ or any form of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. This course will strictly adhere to the academic honor code set forth by the college. Any student caught violating the academic honor code will receive disciplinary action up to and including expulsion from the college. Any cheating will also result in points deducted up to losing all points on the item, depending on severity of the incident and/or number of offenses.

Disability Statement: Any student who feels s/he may need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact me privately to discuss your specific needs. Please contact the Disability Resource Center, 949-7017, in Room 5801 to coordinate reasonable accommodations for students with documented disabilities.
GRADE BREAKDOWN

Course Element
% and point value
Description

Participation 
5%                     50 points
Conduct, participation, academic honesty, attitude

In-class Group Work
30%                   300 points
See schedule

Homework
10 %                  100 points
See schedule

Quizzes 
30%                   300 points 
10% ea. Qz1: Chapters 1-3, Qz2: Chapters 4-7, Qz3: Chapters 8-10 & 

Qz4: Chapters 11-13

Lowest Quiz Score is Dropped and Will Not Count!

Final
25%                   250 points
Chapters 6-15

Total
100%                 1000 points


Overall Grade will be calculated as follows:

90% or more        …. A

80% to 89.999%   ….B

70% to 79.999%   ….C

60% to 69.999%   ….D

59.999% or less    ….F

Plus and Minus: Grades within 2% of the next grade become + or -. For Example, 80%-82% is a B-, while 88% to 89.999% is a B+.

Participation: Conduct, participation, and academic honesty imply proper classroom behavior, including raising your hand to ask questions or contribute comments. Students who repeatedly disrupt the class with private conversations will get a deduction in their participation score, up to losing all participation points. If you arrive late, enter as quietly as possible, make sure the door makes as little noise as possible, and try to sit as close to the door as the nearest available seat. Students who contribute to class discussions with constructive questions and insightful comments will get close to all or even 100% of the participation points possible. Some competitive (usually group-based, sometimes individual) activities will offer chances to gain large percentages of the possible participation points. Any behavior that looks like possible cheating such as speaking to one’s neighbor during tests, looking at their submissions, or using phones or computers during class activities will result in losing all or most of the participation score. It may result in possible (depending on severity) loss of points on that test/assignment and/or referral to the college’s Office of Student Affairs. Preparedness also counts in the participation score, so if you do not bring a calculator, pencil, eraser, or Scantron when one is needed then your participation score will be reduced.
Point value of Group Work: GW stands for group work. Eight group works are listed in the schedule.  If none are omitted for time constraints and no additional group works are added, the 300 points for the category would be divided equally between that number of assignments to determine point value per assignment.  300/8= 37.5 points per group work assignment.  Some purposes of group work are for you to solidify core concepts, explore related ideas, and for the Prof. to gauge comprehension. Note, important to your score: up to 5 people per group. There is a 10% deduction for each excess member if you have more than 5 people in your group.

Please note that additional group activities could be added, and if you miss even one class you might have a zero on that item. Depending on what it is, partial credit for a late submission might be available but do not be surprised if you have to just keep the zero.

Point value of Homework: HW stands for homework. Two homework assignments are listed in the schedule.  If none are omitted for time constraints and no additional ones are added, the 100 points for the category would be divided equally between that number of assignments to determine point value per assignment.  100/2= 50 points per homework assignment. For homework, group work, and extra items: Anything that you have any chance to type must be typed. -10% if not extremely readable. Staple anything that needs to be stapled.

Quizzes will be based on the Chapters as seen in the schedule below.  

Final Exam makes up 25% of your overall grade.

Bring Scantron form 882-E on every class day with an Exam or Quiz. Keep it flat; do not fold or crumple the Scantron. If it is crumpled you may be asked to produce a flat one and replicate your answers. Upon receiving any of the 5 Scantrons (final + four quizzes) back, graded, you must review it for any mis-graded questions and report any mistakes in the scoring to the instructor immediately. Prof. must be informed of mis-graded exam responses within 60 seconds of you getting your Scantron back. The test document with your name on it must be returned before you exit the classroom for any reason – major deduction if it is not returned. Bring your college ID card on every day with a test or quiz.

Practice Quizzes You should use the practice quizzes found on the Macro site (URL given on page 3 of this syllabus). The Lowest Quiz Score is Dropped and Will Not Count!

When you receive written work or exams back: It is vital that you keep all work from the class together in a folder so if there is any question down the road when your final grade is calculated, you will have a complete record to reference prior scores.  For group work, you will have to check with whichever member of your group receives the graded work back to make sure that person is hanging on to them.  To do this, for the first few group projects you will have to write down and keep your group members names on a separate piece of paper. Students are advised to make copies of the returned group work to keep a record of the grade received. Or have every member get out their smartphone and take a picture of the top half of the group work when it is returned to your group, clearly showing the grade on it.

You can calculate your score at any time if you keep track of work returned (graded) and apply the Grade Breakdown point values. If you need help with this please ask the Prof. 

Late Policy: Some assignments will be accepted with a late penalty per Prof’s stated designations. If you have any questions, just ask. All items must be submitted within two weeks of original due date. Up to one week late is -20% and up to two weeks late is -30%.

If you email a group work or homework on time it will count as such. All emailed assignments should be sent as Microsoft Word document attachments .doc, or pdfs and scans are okay. The next class you come in, tell the Prof. you emailed it, what day you emailed it, and hand in a hard copy of whatever you just emailed, with “date emailed: xx/xx/xxxx” written on the top.  Also be sure to include in the body of any important email “please reply that you received this.” 

For a Late Quiz/Test: Since the lowest quiz score is dropped, there is no late test needed. This policy anticipates that students may have some emergency situation that makes them miss a quiz. In that case, the quiz score will be 0 but that score will not count at all since it will be their one dropped quiz score.

Incompletes: If you have a qualifying reason to get a temporary Incomplete instead of a letter grade, you must inform the Prof. about it before the day of the Final Exam if your circumstances allow it.

Extra Credit: Plenty of Extra Credit points will be earned by multiple students on every quiz and test by breaking the curve, meaning the tests will all be “out of” fewer questions for a 100% score than there were actual questions on the Quiz. For example, a quiz or test might have 37 questions, but the “curve” (“out of” number) is 30. So a large percentage of students typically might score 32, or 34, or 35. They will all have scores over 100% and get to keep their extra points. There is no limit to extra credit earned this way. So the main way to get extra credit in this class is to do the basic studying you would do in any class, which lets you do well on the quizzes and tests, and maximizes those extra credit points. Additionally, several of the assignments have extra credit questions as well (typically an additional 10% available on those with bonus sections). Because so much extra credit is available on tests, quizzes, and assignments, it is not necessary to have extra credit essays in this class.

All reports: (Meaning any writing assignment you are to work on outside of class such as the homework report) 

1. Type it. 

2. Constantly go back and forth between quotes (using “quote marks” and properly cited using MLA-standard in-text citations) and your own analysis/ interpretation in your own words. 

3. If you’re not sure how to do in-text cites for quotes and a works-cited summary at the end of a paper where you use sources, go to any library and ask to see the book “A Writer’s Reference” by Diana Hacker. There is a chapter on citing sources.

In the far right column: Assignments/Exams/items to print and study are in bold; concepts are not. Only the date for Tuesday in each week is given below. Items for a given week will occur any day of that week.

SCHEDULE Spring 2016 : 04/04/2016 - 06/24/2016, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 10:00 AM to 11:50 AM and Fridays 11:00 AM to 11:50 AM

Week

number
Week of
Have Prepared*:
Also, in class:

1


4/5
Buy Book

Chapter 1

Begin

Chapter 2
Introduction

2
4/12
Continue

Chapter 2

Begin

Chapter 3
PPC Group work

Terms of Trade PPC GW 



3
4/19


Continue

Chapter 3 

Begin

Chapter 4
-For your reference: Lorenz Curve, Gini Coefficient explanation
Quiz 1 (ch.’s 1-3)



4
4/26
Continue

Chapter 4

Start Chapter 5
Demand-Supply Group Work

Demand-Supply Worksheet HW Assigned

5
5/3
Continue

Chapter 5

Chapter 6
-Price Controls Group work

-For your reference: “Dollar Homework” on Micro Site

Due: Demand-Supply Worksheet HW

Midterm Review


6
5/10

Continue

Chapter 6

Chapter 7

Aggregate Demand/ Aggregate Supply Group Work

Quiz 2 (ch.’s 4-7)



7
5/17
Chapter 8

Chapter 9


 

8
5/24
Chapter 10

Start Chapter 11
Chapter 10 Questions GW
Quiz 3 (ch.’s 8-10)

9
5/31
Continue Chapter 11

Chapter 12


Chapter 12 Questions GW 



10
6/7

Chapter 13

Chapter 14


Quiz 4 (ch.’s 11-13)

Article Writeup HW Assigned (on Chapter 14)


11
6/14
Chapter 15
Chapter 15 Questions GW

Article Writeup HW Due

Final Review 

12
6/23
Final Exam

No Class 6/21.

Final is Thursday 6/23 10:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
Final is on Chapters 6-15

http://www.foothill.edu/reg/examsched.php Final Exam date and time are from:  

* “Have Prepared” means have those chapters read in advance of that date.

This schedule is subject to changes, deletions, or additions depending on time constraints. Follow it by finding what we did last class, and whatever it says next in this schedule is the next thing you need to prepare for. For example, don’t look at this as saying Quiz 1 is for sure the week of 4/19, look at it as: after we’ve discussed Chapter 3, you have to be ready for Quiz 1, regardless of what date that may be. This is another important reason why if you miss ANY day make sure you talk to others in class to find out what we did, how far we got, and if any dates such as due dates or DATE OF QUIZ or TEST were discussed in the class you missed. Assignments may be added or deleted.
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