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Geneva, 4 March 2004

	Ref:
	TSB Collective-letter 8/TAL


	

	Tel:
Fax:

E-mail:

	+41 22 730 5989
+41 22 730 5853
tsbsg3@itu.int
	· To Administrations of Member States of the Union, to ITU-T Sector Members and to ITU-T Associates participating in the work of the Tariff Group for Latin America and the Caribbean




	Subject:
	Seminar on costs and tariffs and meeting of the Tariff Group for Latin America and the Caribbean (TAL Group)
Paramaribo, Suriname, 10-13 May 2004


Dear Sir/Madam,

1
In accordance with the schedule of meetings adopted by Study Group 3 at its meeting in Geneva in November 2003, the meeting of the Tariff Group for Latin America and the Caribbean (TAL Group) is to take place in Paramaribo from 11 (afternoon) to 13 May 2004 at the kind invitation of the Ministry of Transport, Communication and Tourism of Suriname. 

Pursuant to Istanbul Action Plan, Programme 4 and Resolution 26 (Assistance to the Regional Tariff Groups) adopted by WTSA (Montreal, 2000), BDT is to work conjointly with the TSB to assist Administrations and Recognised Operating Agencies (ROA) in the TAL region to develop the relevant tools to establish cost orientated tariffs for telecommunication services. To this end, a Seminar on costs and tariffs is also scheduled at the same venue over the period 
May 10-11 (morning) 2004.

2
The Seminar will open at 0930 hours on 10 May 2004. The TAL Group meeting will start on 11 May in the afternoon, and will be restricted to delegates and representatives of administrations and recognized operating agencies of the region, in conformity with §2.1.5 of Section 2 of Resolution 1 of the World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly. The registration of delegates will take place on the morning of 10 May 2004 at the meeting venue as from 0830 hours.

3
An interpretation service will be provided for the Seminar and TAL meeting in accordance with the provisions in force.

4
The draft agenda, as prepared in consultation with the Chairman of the TAL Group, is set out in Annex 1 hereto. You will shortly be receiving from BDT a letter of invitation to Seminar, which will be held just before the TAL Group meeting.

5
Administrations and Recognised Operating Agencies are urged to consider and submit contributions on agenda items that were discussed previously at the last TAL Group meeting and the Study Group 3 meeting of November 2003.

6
Would you please read carefully Annex 2 to this collective-letter which contains practical information kindly provided by the host organization. In particular, I would point out that you should announce your participation directly to the host organization (with a copy to the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau) not later than 20 April 2004, using the participation form attached in 
Annex 2.

7
Pursuant to the provisions of Recommendation A.1 of WTSA (Montreal, 2000), contributions to the work of the study group shall be submitted to the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau (TSB).


Contributions which cannot reach the TSB by 16 April 2004 must be sent directly to the host organization at the address given hereunder, with a copy to the TSB. Such delayed contributions should reach the host organization at least seven working days before the meeting.


Address to send delayed contributions:

Ms. Jettie Olff
Director

Telecommunication Authority Suriname
Heerenstraat 13-15 1ºpiso,
Paramaribo
Suriname
Tel: +597 421463
Fax: +597 421 465
Email: tasur@sr.net

It is important to note that participants should enquire in advance whether they need a visa for Suriname and apply to the Consulate or Embassy of Suriname in their respective country.

Yours faithfully,

H. Zhao
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau

Annexes: 2

ANNEX 1

(to TSB Collective-letter 8/TAL)

Draft Agenda

1 Opening of the meeting

2 Adoption of the agenda

3 Inventory of available documents

4 Results of ITU-T Study Group 3 meeting

5 Information related to the activities of the TAL Group

6 Analysis of replies to the questionnaire on accounting/settlement rates

7 Possible revision of Recommendation D.400R

8 Review and implementation of the TAL cost model

9 Accounting in international telephony

9.1 Transitional arrangements

9.2 Regional and bilateral arrangements

9.3 Termination charges

9.4 Discussion on network externalities

10 Accounting for traffic terminating in mobile networks

11 International Internet Connection (Recommendation D.50)

12  IP Telephony

13 Future of Study Group 3 and of TAL Group (Questions to be studied)

14 Preparation for WTSA-04 (Resolutions)

15 Other business

16 Future work programme

17
Closure of the meeting

ANNEX 2
(to TSB Collective-letter 8/TAL)

General information for the Seminar and TAL Group meeting
Paramaribo, Suriname, 10-13 May 2004

1
Coordination of the meeting

The coordinator of the event will be Ms. Jetty Olff, Director of the Telecommunication Authority of Suriname.

Ms. Jettie Olff
Director

Telecommunication Authority Suriname
Heerenstraat 13-15 1ºpiso,
Paramaribo
Suriname
Tel: +597 421463
Fax: +597 421 465
Email: tasur@sr.net

2
Venue and accommodation

HOTEL SURINAME TORARICA

Mr. L.J. Rietbergplein no.1

P.O.B. 1514

Paramaribo
Suriname

Tel.: +597 471500 ext 5385

Fax: +597 421618

http://www.torarica.com
Email : reservations@torarica.com
Special rates are as follows: 

Standard room

· Single occupancy US $ 90 = per room per night

· Double occupancy US$ 105 = per room per night

Executive room

· Single occupancy US $ 112 = per room per night

· Double occupancy US $ 126 = per room per night

All mentioned rates include:

· Rooms accommodation

· Service charge & tax

· Free executive buffet breakfast

· Free bus transportation international airport – hotel v.v.

· Free use of the resort facilities on the premises of the hotel

Delegates should return the hotel reservation forms to the reservations office at the Hotel TORARICA to the attention of Ms. C. Markiet (Please mention TAL meeting), 
Email: reservations@torarica.com.
Please note that May is the high and busy season in Suriname. We therefore suggest that you reserve as early as possible so as to ensure availability (10 April 2004 at the latest). All reservations should show the customer’s name and a valid credit card number with date of expiry.

Upon receipt of the reservation, the hotel will send you confirmation. Should you decide not to attend, the reservation must be cancelled 24 hours in advance of your planned arrival date, otherwise one night’s accommodation will be charged.

It should be noted that payment is to be made direct to the hotel, either in flow or by credit card. The meeting will take place in the Royal Conference Hall of the hotel.

3
Registration before the meeting

Delegates should return the registration form to Ms. Jetty Olff at Fax number: +597 421 465 or Email: tasur@sr.net with a copy to ITU at fax number: +41 22 730 5853, by 20 April 2004. 
4
Transport

Delegates will arrive at Johan Adolf Pengel Airport. The hotel will provide transport from the airport.

5
Telecommunications

When traveling with a laptop, guests can internet/e-mail from the room; a fully equipped business center is at their disposal.
6
Visas 

To enter the country, participants will require a passport issued by the competent authorities and, as necessary, a visa as required by the Surinamese authorities.

Those in need of a visa must inform the coordinator. The visa will be issued on arrival.
7
Climate

Tropical. High humidity. Temperature is on average 28ºC. Short dry season: from February through April; Long rainy season: from mid-August through November; Short rainy season: From December through January.

8
Currency

Surinamese Dollar (SRD). In general, credit cards are not accepted in Suriname. Hotels and travel agencies are the only ones who tend to accept American Express, Visa and Master Card. Commonly accepted currencies such as US dollars and Euro as well as traveler’s checks could be safely exchanged at any bank or money exchange office. 

9
Exchange rate (as of February 2004)

1 US$ = 2,700 SRD


1 US$ = 0.7897 EUR

1 EUR = 3,419 SRD


1 EUR = 1.2663 USD

10
Transportation

· Public transportation: public and private bus services (irregular schedules)

· Taxis: both certified taxis and private cars of hucksters offer their services.

· Cars: Suriname has left-handed traffic. An international driver’s license is required for foreigners. Car rental is fairly priced.

· Bicycles/mopeds: rental is possible

11
Electricity

Generally 110 volt/60 hertz. The larger hotels often provide 220 volts/50 hertz.

12
Time zone

The time in Suriname is 2 hours later than eastern Standard Time (EST) in the USA and 4 hours ahead of Greenwich Mean Time (GMT) in Europe.

13
Traveling to Suriname

Your journey to Suriname can be arranged via:

· Air transportation: Via Amsterdam, the Netherlands; Miami, USA; Belem, Brazil; Aruba, Barbados; Cayenne, French Guiana; Georgetown, Guyana; Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago; Curacao. Cheaper flights are possible via Paris, France to Cayenne, French Guiana.

· Road Transportation: by road via Guyana (you will enter Suriname at South drain) or via French Guiana (you will enter Suriname at Albina).

Attachment 1
(to Annex 2 to Collective letter 8/TAL)

	REGISTRATION FORM
Seminar on costs and tariffs & TAL Group meeting
Paramaribo, Suriname, 10-13 May 2004


Please complete a separate form for each delegate and return by 
20 April 2004 at the latest to:

 
Ms. Jettie Olff - Fax: +597 421 465 - Email: tasur@sr.net

With a copy to TSB: Fax: +41 22 730 5853

	I participate in the following:
	Seminar
	TAL Group meeting

	
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 



	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Mr.    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Mrs.    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Miss
	
	
_______________________________________________
Country

	____________________________________________
Family Name
	
	______________________________________________
Name of Administration of Member State*

	____________________________________________
First Name
	
	______________________________________________
Name of Sector Member / Associate / Other

	

	Complete address of Administration or Organization:

	______________________________________________
	Tel: _____________________________________________

	______________________________________________
	Fax: _____________________________________________

	______________________________________________
	E-mail: __________________________________________

	

	

	
	Hotel/Address in Paramaribo

	
	Hotel: _____________________________________________________________________________________________
Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Tel: ____________________________________________

	
	

	

	Date: ___________________________
	Signature: ______________________________________


- blank page -

Attachment 2
(to Annex 2 to Collective letter 8/TAL)

Hotel Torarica
Ms. C. Markiet
Tel: +597 471500 ext 5385  -   Fax: +597 421618
Email: reservations@torarica.com
	HOTEL RESERVATION FORM
Paramaribo, Suriname, 10-13 May 2004


SEMINAR AND MEETING OF THE TAL GROUP 

	Last Name:
	
	First Name:
	

	Organisation Name
	
	
	

	Country:
	
	
	

	Business Address: 
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Tel
	
	Fax
	
	E-mail
	

	Hotel Section:
	

	Type of room:

Standard
Single
 
(

Double
(

	



Executive
Single
 
(

Double
(

	In order to guarantee hotel accommodation, credit card details are required:

Visa 
(
Mastercard
(
American Express
( 
Others
(
Cardholder’s name:______________________
 Card Number:______________________

Expiry date: _______________



	Arrival Date
	
	Flight
	
	Time
	

	Departure Date
	
	Flight
	
	Time
	


__________________________________________________

	Place des Nations
	Telephone
+41 22 730 51 11
	Telex 421 000 uit ch
	Internet:
itumail@itu.int

	CH-1211 Geneva 20
	Telefax
Gr3:
+41 22 733 72 56
	Telegram ITU GENEVE
	X.400 
S=itumail; P=itu

	Switzerland
	
Gr4:
+41 22 730 65 00
	
	
A=400net; C=ch


ITU-T\COM-T\COM3\TAL\COLL\008E



