Informs Society of Applied Probability 

BEIJING 

Full day Excursion to Xian (on June 25)

Timetable: (Itinerary is subject to change according to the final flight schedule.) 

05:50

Transfer to Beijing Capital Airport from the Peninsula Palace Beijing

06:30

Arrive at the Airport for check-in

07:30

Take the early flight CA1215 (0730/0915) to Xian 

09:15

Arrive at Xian Xianyang Airport 

09:30

Transfer directly to Terra Cotta Warriors 

10:30

Visit Terra Cotta Warriors including IMAX presentation 

12:30

Chinese buffet lunch at Friendship Restaurant there

13:30

Transfer to Xian City 

14:30

Visit the Big Goose Pagoda 

15:15

Transfer to Xian Xianyang Airport 

16:15

Arrive at Xian Airport for check-in

17:15

Take the flight CA1202 (1715/1900) back to Beijing

19:00

Arrive at Beijing Capital Airport

19:20

Transfer to the Peninsula Palace Beijing

Group Quotation (10 pax above): US$ 325.00 per person including: 

· Round-trip airfares for Beijing/Xian/Beijing (economy class) 

· Best available coach in Beijing & Xian 

· English-speaking local guide service

· Admissions to Terra Cotta Warriors & Big Goose Pagoda in Xian

· Chinese buffet lunch at Friendship restaurant with 1 glass of soft drinks or local beer or local mineral water

· Domestic airport taxes in Beijing & Xian 

· Local mineral water on coach 

Remarks: 

1. The deadline for pre & post tours: 30 days prior to departure as we have to reconfirm the hotels, air tickets, cruise, etc. The deadline for day tours: 7 days prior to the date as we need some time to book the coach, guide, etc. Of course, we can accept some new sign-ups on the spot, but not majority of them. 

2. We will have a Hospitality Desk in Palace during the Conference. 
Payment: Payment method: We do not accept credit card. We only accept wire transfer or cheque or cash (for day tours only). Here is our account information:

Intermediary Bank: 
First Union Bank International New York, NY

Swift BIC: 

NBPUS3NNYC

Account Name:      
Kingsway Incentives

Account No.:        
012700004031

Beneficiary's Bank:  China Minsheng Banking Corp., LTD 

Swift BIC: 

MSBCCNBJ (Beijing, China)

Deadline for the payment: 

Pre & post tours:
30 days prior to the departure for the tour if via wire transfer; 




45 days prior to the departure for the tour if via cheque;

Day tours: 
15 days prior to the date if via wire transfer




The day before if via cash 

Descriptions: 

XI'AN HISTORY:  Next to Beijing, Xi'an is the most important place to visit in China if you are interested in ancient Chinese history, traditional culture, and archaeology.  It is an important Neolithic site and was the capital intermittently for 1,087 years (eleven dynasties including the Zhou, Qin, Han, Sui and Tang).  From the eleventh century BC to the fourteenth century AD it was the eastern end of the Silk Road. 

Today, Xi'an is an important textile center and has over a thousand factories making super-high voltage transmission electrical equipment, watches, aluminum and enamelware, and Chinese and Western medicines.

Like so many other big cities in China, Xi’an is undergoing a significant transformation from an old city to a modern one with the construction of more and more buildings and major improvements in the city’s infrastructure, from streets to power lines and sewers.  The city’s distinctive walls and bustling streets remain, housing what is one of China’s most dynamic cities.  The city today still has its 600-year old Ming wall, one of the best in China.

XI'AN SHOPPING:  The shops of Xi’an offer a wide variety of unique arts and crafts. Colorful folk paintings from the famous town of Huxian in Shaanxi Province are especially attractive buys and favorites of savvy art collectors who are familiar with this unique and relatively inexpensive art form.  The main shopping area is east of the Bell Tower on Dong Avenue.  Made locally or in the province are rubbings, reproductions of three-color Tang camels and horses, Qin Army soldiers, and murals.  Also locally made are inlaid lacquer (there is a large factory here that makes lacquer furniture and screens), cloisonné (one of China's four cloisonné factories is here), stone and jade carvings, gold and silver jewelry, New Year's pictures, paper cuts, and celadon (China's famous sea green porcelain).  

At stalls outside the tourist attractions, you will find red felt vests with appliquéd snakes, scorpions, lizards, and pandas.  These are very popular with tourists and very inexpensive.

Terra Cotta Warriors Museum: Xi'an’s history unfolds before us today as we visit one of the world’s greatest discoveries in the Terra Cotta Warriors Museum.  In 1974, near Xi’an in central China, villagers chanced upon what has become one of the world’s most astonishing archaeological findings – an 8,000 man army in battle-ready formation, each warrior a life-size figure in pottery made over 2,200 years ago.  

The Terra-cotta Warriors (Qin Army Vault Museum) are located 25 miles northeast of the city.  The warriors were found when a group of peasants digging a well accidentally made one of the century's greatest archaeological discoveries.  What they stumbled upon were thousands of life-size terra-cotta warriors who had been standing guard by the tomb of the emperor Qin Shi Huangdi for over 2,000 years.  Note:  If you take a photo here, you pay a high fee or have your film confiscated!
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The army is a puzzle because the emperor left no record of their existence.  It would be hard to hide a project of this magnitude!  Excavation started in 1976.  A permanent building protects the army figures and tourists from most of the elements, and visitors are able to walk around the periphery of the once-buried relics.

There are three vaults.  No. 1, opened to the public in 1979, is 203 by 755 by 16 feet deep and contains over 2,000 figures.  Most of the army was found facing east, toward the tomb, one mile away.  The soldiers were in lines of roughly 70 across and 150 deep, separated by 10 partition walls and 11 corridors.

The men are hollow from the thigh up and made in two parts; they are approximately six feet tall.  The soldiers in front hold crossbows; also in front were bells and drums.  Charioteers hold their hands out before them as if clutching reins.  The horses originally wore harnesses with brass ornaments and have been identified as a breed from Hech in Gansu.  Officers can be distinguished from soldiers by their clothing and armor.

Researchers believe that kilns were built around the molded figures (probably two horses at a time) and destroyed after firing.  There are the remains of 30 wooden chariots.

Vault No. 2, 66 feet north of No. 1, contains about 1,400 figures.  Vault No. 3 has 68 officers and was probably the "command post."  In the main museum are one of the two bronze chariots, each with four half-size horses and one half-size charioteer, the earliest such chariots found so far in China.  These are also impressive and can be seen at a closer range.

Big Goose Pagoda: The seven-storied Big Goose Pagoda was built in 652 AD.  It is a striking elegant building and is the symbol of Xi’an.  The famous Buddhist monk Xuan Zang (Hsuan Tsang) returned from a 17-year pilgrimage, and the square pagoda was built to house the 600 or so Buddhist texts that he had collected in India.  The story of Xuan Zang’s great quest has been immortalized in the classic Chinese story “Journey to the West”.  It was a tradition in Xi’an for successful scholars to pin poems to the door of a pagoda as a symbol for a bright future and some poems can still be seen on the doorframes.  

Sample Menu: 

Friendship Restaurant, Xian

Buffet Lunch 

Cold Dishes:

Assorted Cold Cut Platter

Shredded Chicken with Sesame Salad

Shredded Beef with Celery Salad

Mixed Vegetable Salad

Shredded Cucumber and Onion Salad

Sweet and Sour Lotus Roots

Mushrooms with Rice Noodle Salad

Braised ‘Kaofu” in Four-Happiness Style

“Shaanxi” Marinated Vegetable Salad

Carrot/Turnip and Dried Bean Curd Salad

Main Courses:

Sweet and Sour Pork with Pineapple

Curry Brisket with Potato

Deep-fried Potato cake

Scrambled Egg with Bean Sprout and Onion

Fried Minced Bean Curd with Mushrooms and Water Chestnut

Deep-fried Seasonal Vegetables Tenpuro

Noodles & Dumplings:

“Lanzhou” Hand-made Noodles

“Shanxi” Hand-made Noodles

Fried Rice “Friendship” Style

Steamed Supreme Soup and Pork Dumplings

Steamed Vegetarian Bun

Scallion Cake

Steamed Spice and Salt Bread

Deep-fried Wan Ton with Sweet and Sour Sauce

Dried Persimmon

Sweetened Crystal Cake with Assorted Nuts
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