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   ABOUT US 
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Bahia Aventuras S.A., located in Uvita-Bahia Ballena, Osa, is a family / friend owned and managed boat tour operator that was officially formed in January 2008 with the mission to responsibly share with national and international visitors their love for, and knowledge of marine ecosystems as well as educate and promote the conservation of the priceless natural resources that are found in the Marino Ballena National Park, Mangroves Wetlands Refuge of Terraba-Sierpe, Cano Island Biologic Reserve and the Osa peninsula through fun, friendly and safe boat tour excursions.

OUR HISTORY
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In January 2007 local community leader and entrepreneur Walter Brenes and local Peace Corps Micro-Enterprise Development Volunteer Travis Bays teamed together to transform a vision into action.  The vision: to develop the best boat tour business in Bahia Ballena.  Six months later, in June 2007, Walter and Travis saw the completion of what is now Bahia Aventuras main office.  That same month Walter and his local team would successfully manage and deliver their services to Rustic Pathways, “the finest high school travel company in the world”.  Later, in January 2008, Walter and his team offered their boat tour services to a friendly foreign visitor named Daljit Hundle that Walter had met in 2006 at the Butterfly Colony in Bahia Ballena.  During the boat tour Daljit, Walter and crew had a sensational day, observing 5 humpback whales, 3 different local species of dolphins, turtles, coral reefs, and an inspiring sunset.  The unforgettable day would start a chain of events; Daljit, who fell completely in love with the beauty of Marino Ballena National Park, Bahia Ballena community and the idea of taking visitors like himself to explore the natural wonders of the south pacific, teamed with Walter in January 2008 for the official start of Bahia Aventuras S.A.  Thanks to the combination of Walters’, Daljits’ and Travis’ entrepreneurial spirits, dedication to providing fun, friendly and safe service, love for education and conservation, Bahia Aventuras S.A. was formed and Bahia Aventuras I & II ordered.  Today, Bahia Aventuras local team members have successfully transformed the vision into action, connecting all of the elements to provide national and international visitors a fun, friendly and safe experience.

· 20+ years of combined professional boating and tourism experience with a Pura Vida Spirit!

· Captains with 10 years local ocean navigation experience.

· Professional and friendly local bi-lingual staff and guides.

· 08’ & 09’ top of the line boats with modern hull design equipped with 175HP/250HP Suzuki motors.

· First-rate navigation, fishing, and snorkel equipment.
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        Boat Specifications
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Bahia  Aventuras I
The Bahia Aventuras I is a 2008 boat design complimented with a 2008 Suzuki 250HP that allows for comfort and style when navigating.  It has 14 individual seats and a bench seat for a maximum 16-passenger capacity.  With the option of removable seats, Bahia Aventuras I has the ability to accomadate any of our tours: a 4 person private Sportfishing Tour, 6 person Search and Surf tour, or a 16-passenger Bahia Aventura Combo Tour.

· Length: 26 Feet. / 8 Mts
· Capacity: 15-20 Passengers with individual and removable seats and sun-protective awning to accommodate tour needs.

· Ring buoy lifesaver and individual life jackets for each passenger and crew.

· Accident Risk Insurance.

· Motor: Suzuki, four strokes, fuel injected, 250 HP, with hydraulic direction.

· Navigation equipment: Garmin GPS MAP 400 series-sound, fish finder and long reach radio communication.

· Fishing equipment: Complete Shimano Fishing Equipment with Penn reels

· Snorkel gear: 20 sets of Speedo Snorkelling Equipment.

Bahia Aventuras II

Bahia Aventuras II is a 2009 boat design with a 2009 Suzuki 175HP that allows swift navigation and comfort.  The boat is crafted for 12 individual seats with maximum capacity of 14-passengers.  
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Length: 22 Feet. / 7 Mts
· Capacity: 11-14 Passengers with individual and removable seats and sun-protective awning to accommodate tour needs.

· Ring buoy lifesaver and individual life jackets for each passenger and crew.

· Accident Risk Insurance.

· Motor: Suzuki, four strokes, fuel injected, 175 HP, with hydraulic direction.

· Navigation equipment: Garmin GPS MAP 400 series-sound, fish finder and long reach radio communication.

· Fishing equipment: Complete Shimano Fishing Equipment with Penn reels

· Snorkel gear: 20 sets of Speedo               Snorkelling Equipment.
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   Tours & Rates 2009-2010
	TOUR NAME
	RACK PRICE

Per pax
	NET PRICE

Per pax
	Tour Details 

	Bahia Aventura Combo Tour 

Minimum 2 pax
	   $88
	$70
	Duration – 4 hours (Approx) 

Departure time 

MORNING: 8:30 AM

AFTERNOON 2:00 PM

Includes: 
Bi-lingual guide

National Park entrance fees

Water & fruit

Snorkel equipment 

Whale & dolpin search

Visit to: Isla Ballena, Tres Hermanas, Ventanas sea caves, Punta Uvita Whale tale

	Snorkeling Tour 

Marino Ballena National Park

Minimum 2 pax


	$75
	$60
	Duration – 2 ½ hours (Approx) 

Departure time- Depends on the tide 

Includes: 

Bi-lingual guide

National Park  entrance fees

Water & fruit

Snorkel equipment

Visit to: Isla Ballena, Tres Hermanas, Ventanas sea caves, Punta Uvita Whale tale

	Corcovado National Park 

Day Tour

Minimum 4 pax
	$125
	$100
	Duration – FULL DAY

Departure time- 7:00 AM (Approx)  

Return time – 5:00 PM

Includes: 

Bi-lingual guide

National Park entrance fees

Picnic lunch

Guided hike

	Violines Beach & Island 

Day Tour

Minimum 4 pax
	$120
	$96
	Duration – FULL DAY

Departure time- 7:00 AM (Approx) 

Return time – 4:00 PM

Includes: 

Bi-lingual guide

National Park entrance fees

Picnic lunch

Guided hike

	Caño Island Biological Reserve Day Tour

Minimum 4 pax
	$125
	$100
	Duration – FULL DAY

Departure time- 7:00 AM (Approx) 

Return time – 4:00 PM

Includes: 

Bi-lingual guide

National Park entrance fees

Picnic lunch

Guided hike
Snorkel equipment
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	San Josesito Beach 

Day Tour

Minimum 4 pax
	$125
	$100
	Duration – FULL DAY

Departure time- 7:00 AM (Approx) 

Return time – 5:00 PM

Includes: 

National Park entrance fees

Bi-lingal guide

Picnic lunch

Snorkel equipment



	Sport Fishing Trips

*Price is for boat rental

Maximum 5 pax per boat


	$650 Half Day

$850

Full Day
	$520

Half Day

$680

Full Day
	Duration – HALF DAY / FULL DAY

Departure time- 6:30 AM (Approx) 

Includes:

National Park entrance fees

Captain & Bi-lingual experienced sportfishing guide

Shimano / Penn Fishing equipment

Picnic lunch



	Search & Surf

*Price is for boat rental

Maximum 6 pax per boat


	$650

Half Day

$850

Full Day
	$520 

Half Day

$680

Full Day
	Duration – HALF DAY / FULL DAY

Departure time- 6:30 AM (Approx) 

Includes:

National Park entrance fees

Captain & Bi-lingual surf guide

Picnic lunch

Not included: 

Surf equipment

Photo session



	Photography Session Option

Our local Costa Rican photographer Ronald Guzman Mora will capture the finest moments during your Bahia Aventura Tours.  
	$75
	$60
	Duration – Length of Tour

Includes:

Semi-profesional local photographer

1 Copied disc of your adventure 



	TOUR NAME
	RACK PRICE

Per pax
	 NET PRICE

Per pax
	Tour Details 


· Prices in USD.  Valid from December 30, 2008 until December 30, 2010.

· Please Review Bahia Aventuras 2009-2010 Terms and Policies.

· Our operations depend on current weather conditions.

· Tours do not include transfer to and from hotel; Transfer services to and from hotels are $5 per person.  Please reserve transfer services with tour.  

· Please contact management for group prices. 

· Conditions of payment:  Advance payment, unless other agreements exist. 

· Please deposit the corresponding amount in the name of Bahia Aventuras S.A. in one of the following accounts: Bank accounts:  Banco Nacional de Costa Rica (Colones): # 100-1-1950000009-0 

· Please send a copy of the deposit by fax 2743-8079 or e-mail info@bahiaaventuras.com  / bahia.aventuras@gmail.com 
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 FULL DESCRIPTION 
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Bahia Aventura Combo Tour
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	ADULTS 
	$88.00 USD 
	MINIMUM 2 PAX

	CHILDREN 
	$44.00 USD 
	Accompanied by adults 

*Children between 5 to 10 yrs old 


“Listen to humpback whales sing love songs to one another and feel the great sensation of watching a mammal that weighs more than 40 tons jump out of the water and splash its gigantic tail. Snorkel and observe dolphins, turtles, bi-colour parrot fish and more.”
The Bahia Aventura Combo Tour is the best option to see the most of the Marino Ballena National Park. The tour departs from Punta Uvita Beach and visits the famous Punta Uvita Whale Tale, Ballena Island, Tres Hermanas Islets and Ventana Sea Caves.  During the tour we search for Humpback and Pilot Whales as well as three different species of resident dolphins.  When granted the opportunity, you might see and hear the Humpback Whales and or observe the acrobatic displays of the dolphins.   We also visit the coral and rock reefs to snorkel and observe the wonderful marine wildlife.  While cruising in the boat, enjoy the scenic beauty of the coastline of Costa Ballena; observe the diversity of pelagic birds in the Islets and the amazing caverns of Ventanas Beach (if conditions permit our experienced captain will navigate the boat through these wonderful natural water passages to give you a spectacular view!)  

Duration of the tour – 4 hours (Approx) 

Departure time- MORNING: 8:30 AM – AFTERNOON 2:00 PM

Snorkeling Tour in Marino Ballena National Park
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	ADULTS 
	$75.00 USD 
	MINIMUM 2 PAX

	CHILDREN 
	$35.00 USD 
	Accompanied by adults 

*Children 5-10 years old 


“Snorkel the ocean floor in crystal blue water and observe starfish, parrot fish, sea turtles, and several different species of coral reef amongst other marine life.”

Marino Ballena National Park is the second place with greater coral reef and fish species diversity along the South Pacific Coast of Costa Rica. On the Snorkelling Tour, we depart from Punta Uvita and we visit the great snorkelling treasures of the Marina Ballena National Park: reefs of Ballena Island, Tres Hermanas Islets and the Punta Uvita Whale tale.  During the snorkelling you can find fish such as parrotfish, butterfly fish, blue surgeonfish, and a great number of starfish at a depth that ranges from 1 to 3 meters.  During this tour you might view dolphins and sea turtles during transit. *Departure time depends on tide conditions.

Duration of the tour – 2 ½ hours (Approx) 

Corcovado National Park Day Tour

	ADULTS 
	$125.00USD 
	MINIMUM 4 PAX

	CHILDREN 
	$75.00 USD 
	Accompanied by adults 

*Children 5-10 years old 
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“Hike lush rainforests, howl with the howler monkeys, relax with a sloth, converse with the birds, soar with the butterflies, sing with millions of insects and tour 5% of the biodiversity on this side of the planet in Corcovado National Park.”



The Corcovado National Park Day Tour departs from Punta Uvita at 7:00 AM and arrives approximately 1½ hours later at San Pedrillo Ranger Station, Corcovado National Park.  Upon arrival you will prepare for two guided hikes along two different trails and observe beautiful flora and fauna. Each hike takes around 2 hours. During the hikes, you will be able to see many mammals such as spider, howler, and white-faced monkeys, sloths, coatis, raccoons, and tapirs as well as a great variety of birds, plants, and trees with over one hundred years of existence and in danger of extinction.  After the first hike, we serve a picnic lunch near the ranger station and then we begin the second trek.  The boat returns from Corcovado and arrives to Punta Uvita at 5:00 p.m. During the return trip, there is an opportunity to observe spinner dolphins playing and humpback whales that are following their migration patterns.

Duration of the tour – FULL DAY

Departure time- 7:00 AM (Approx) 

Return time – 5:00 PM 
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Violines Beach & Island Day Tour

	ADULTS 
	$120.00 USD 
	MINIMUM 4 PAX

	CHILDREN 
	$60.00 USD 
	Accompanied by adults 

*Children under 10 years old 


The Violines Beach & Island Day Tour leaves from Punta Uvita at 7:00 AM and arrives at Violines beach 1-hour later.  During the 1-hour cruise enjoy the coastal sites of the largest mangrove ecosystem of Central American near Terraba-Sierpe River.  At Violines beach choose to explore the hidden treasure of abundant flora and fauna with your guide or simply relax and enjoy the solitude. Feel the seclusion and see the beauty of palm-lined beaches bedded with primary rainforest!  During the boat ride you have the possibility of seeing dolphins or whales.   The boat returns to Punta Uvita at 4:00 PM

Duration of the tour – FULL DAY

Departure time- 7:00 AM (Approx)

Return time – 4:00 PM 




Caño Island Biological Reserve Day Tour

	ADULTS 
	$125.00 USD 
	MINIMUM 4 PAX

	CHILDREN 
	$75.00 USD 
	Accompanied by adults 

*Children 5-10 years old 


“Tour and investigate a biological reserve island with archaeological ruins and enjoy one of the best snorkelling destinations in the south pacific.”
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With turquoise blue waters and colourful coral reefs, Caño Island Biological Reserve is one of the best places for snorkelling in the South Pacific. In fact, this island has the healthiest coral reefs of all Costa Rica. The Cano Island tour departs from Punta Uvita at 7:00 AM and arrives at Cano Island 1 ½ hours later.  It is a magical trip and when fortunate you can watch whales, dolphins, and other marine animals while in transit to and from the island. Arriving at the island we take you snorkelling for approximately 1 ½  hours in the best spots of the reserve, where you can observe a great variety of marine species, many of which are in danger of extinction.  The tour includes a picnic lunch and a guided hike to the Island’s archaeological site where you will be able to see remains of pre-Columbian stone spheres and pottery of the ancient Indians from the Diquis valley that used the Island as a cemetery.  The boat arrives at Punta Uvita at 5:00 PM.

Duration of the tour – FULL DAY

Departure time- 7:00 AM (Approx) 

Return time – 5:00 PM

San Josecito Beach Day Tour

	ADULTS 
	$125.00 USD 
	MINIMUM 4 PAX

	CHILDREN 
	$75.00 USD 
	Accompanied by adults 

*Children 5-10 years old 


“Lush vegetation, tropical birds, white sand beach, a real paradise for relaxing in the Osa peninsula.”  
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The San Josecito Beach Day Tour departs from Punta Uvita at 7:00 AM and arrives 1-½ hours later to San Josecito Beach, a beautiful white-sand beach located in the lush OSA Peninsula, only ten minutes away from the Corcovado National Park.  The tour consists of two guided hikes: one hike will take you to a vantage point from where you can enjoy the magnificent views of Caño Island, the Pacific Ocean and the amazing Scarlet Macaw birds. The second hike takes you to a river, which you can travel and explore via kayak. Afterwards, you may do some snorkelling in the warm and crystal-clear waters of this paradise or just doze in a hammock on the white sand while our guide prepares a picnic lunch for you.  The tour returns to Punta Uvita at 5 PM.

Duration of the tour – FULL DAY

Departure time- 7:00 AM (Approx)

Return time – 5:00 PM 

Sport Fishing Trips

(In-shore, offshore)


	HALF DAY 
	$650.00 USD 
	Price per Boat  *IN-SHORE

MAX 5 PAX per boat

	FULL DAY 
	$850.00 USD 
	Price per Boat  *OFFSHORE

MAX 5 PAX per boat


“Put your fishing skills to practice and feel the adrenaline rush of fighting a fierce mahi-mahi, yellow fin tuna, marlin, or sailfish during your sport fishing tour.”

Fight for your catch of the day!  The waters of the South Pacific Ocean of Costa Rica are rich in nutrients and there is a great variety of fish for sport fishing. We offer two options: a half-day trip and a full day trip.  During the sport fishing tour you will use our top of line equipment; Shimano poles & Penn Reels to help you can catch mahi-mahi, wahoo, tuna fish, macarela, runner, and roosterfish. Choose between in-shore and off-shore and let our captains, who are local experts with extensive experience in fishing the local area take you to the hot spots!  During the tour you may observe whales, dolphins, turtles, marine birds and fantastic views of the southern pacific Osa coastline.  Half-day boat returns at 1PM.  Full day boat returns at 5PM.

Duration of the tour – HALF DAY / FULL DAY

Departure time- 7:00 AM (Approx) 

Return time HALF DAY – 1:00 PM

Return time FULL DAY – 5:00 PM

Search & Surf Tour

	PER 5 HOURS  SESSION
	$650.00 USD 
	*Price per boat 

MAX 6 PAX per boat

	PER 8 HOURS  SESSION
	$850.00 USD 
	*Price per boat

MAX 6 PAX per boat


“Search, discover and surf secluded breaks with your friends.” 


Local knowledge of swell directions, tides, and coastal land formations allows our captain and surf guide to take your friends and you to secluded surf. The Search & Surf Tour departs from Punta Uvita and heads out to the outer reefs of Ballena Island & Tres Hermanas Islets.  Afterwards we head south to explore, discover and surf! Imagine right and left point breaks, undiscovered river mouths and reef breaks with you exchanging the best rides of your life! The search and surf tour is for intermediate to experienced surfers only.  In transit you might see whales, dolphins, sea turtles and more.  Half-day boat returns at 1 PM.  Full day boat returns at 5 PM

Duration of the tour – HALF DAY / FULL DAY
Departure time- 7:00 AM (Approx)

Return time HALF DAY – 1:00 PM

Return time FULL DAY – 5:00 PM  

    
ESTANCIA DE LOS MAYOS 


Estancia de los Mayos is a magnificent 7,000 square foot ocean-view exclusive estate located on 17 acres at 1200 feet above the South Pacific Ocean in Baru, just minutes north of playa Dominical.  The estate borders 1000 acres of the Hacienda Baru private wildlife reserve, which is famous for being the best eco tourism and bird watching place in Costa Rica.  This ridge top estate boasts breathtaking views of the 20-mile coastline from Guapil to Manuel Antonio and is acknowledged as being the most luxurious and stately award winning property that has attracted the attention of several major Hollywood and Music artists.  The estate, with four bedrooms, four and a half baths offers spacious accommodations, unparalleled privacy, seclusion, and security.  


 In the evening, while you are sitting and relaxing with a glass of wine watching the sunset over the horizon filling the sky with an aurora of ever-changing colors, the 1000 acre private wildlife reserve will combine a melodious harmony of bird sounds with the crashing of ocean waves to provide a mellow atmosphere of calm and relaxation where you are guaranteed to enjoy the Pura Vida – Pure Life spirit of Costa Rica.  A short hike from the infinity pool will put you face to face with a thirty-foot private and secluded waterfall; thereafter, reward yourself with the sauna and steam room, located on the main property. Later in the evening take advantage of the most up to date high-end conveniences, automation technologies, outdoor speakers and state of the art landscape lighting designed for quiet living and entertaining in elegant surroundings. Your luxury estate is coupled with luxury service; the property is staffed with a live-in caretaker couple residing in a detached apartment above the two-car garage.  More like family than caretakers, the husband, who is English speaking, and the charming wife are more than happy to provide airport pickup as well as help with any other request; such as, tour arrangements, car rental, or a range of other optional services. The guests are free to make arrangements with the caretakers in regards to cooking, as cleaning and laundry are included. The caretakers are available 24 hours a day to make your stay that much more comfortable

	Dec20-Jan03
	--------------------
	------------------
	$6000/week

	Jan04-Apr
	$575/night
	4 night min.
	$3800/week

	May-Aug
	$515/night
	4 night min.
	$3500/week

	Sep-Nov
	$430/night
	4 night min.
	$2900/week


Each additional occupant above 8 is $100 USD per person per week.
Note: Until confirmed, rates are subject to change without notice.
Dates available: Year Round.  Before contacting us, please check our calendar for your desired dates. 


     Testimonials

“We wanted to say thank you for taking such good care of us in Dominical, and let you know that we look forward to coming back soon. People like you make Costa Rica the wonderful place that it is, and we love you for it! We can't wait to come back!

Love and light,”

David and Kelly McQuaid

Dallas, TX

“When I initially investigated Bahia Ballena as a destination for students, Walter was the first local I met. I remember being comforted by his unlimited kindness, impressed with his English language skills, and generally confident in the area based on Walter. Throughout the week of setup, Walter continued to impress me. He took me around his village, introduced me to community leaders, suggested locations for students to eat and sleep, and generally helped design the program.  Throughout the summer Walter satisfied and exceeded goals we set for him. “

Chris Stakich

Founder – Thinking Beyond Borders

www.thinkingbeyondborders.org
“Good Morning Walter!  I hope all is well!

I would like to thank you for the opportunity you provided us to join you for the Cano Island tour.  The experience was marvellous; I never thought that snorkelling was something so wonderful and I enjoyed everything.  The guides and captain were excellent, considerate and experts in their field.  The picnic lunch and overall service was extraordinary.  Thank you so much!!!” 

Richard Eric North - San Diego, CA

Some of our most appreciated clients:

Costa Rica Expeditions - www.costaricaexpeditions.com 
Rustic Pathways – www.rusticpathways.com
Cristal Ballena – www.cristal-ballena.com
Cuna de Ángel – www.cunadelangel.com
La Cusinga Lodge – www.lacusingalodge.com
Hotel Río Mar – www.villasriomar.com
Thinking Beyond Borders – www.thinkingbeyondborders.org
Costa Rica Reisedienst - www.costarica-reise.de

   Promoting Responsible Tourism 

In present times, more and more people around the world are experiencing the thrill of seeing whales in their natural habitats.  Whale watching can educate people, including children and adults about our ocean planet, the magnificent creatures that share our world, and the importance of maintaining wildlife habitats.

To observe whales and dolphins in their natural environment is a powerful, moving experience and one that underlines the importance of protecting these remarkable creatures. In order to assure that, BAHIA AVENTURAS S.A. makes a great effort to follow a set of rules and standards, to provide an enjoyable experience to the customers while protecting the environment and resources of the area.  

Protecting from the Pollution of our boats:

· Maintain our motors regulated and revised according to the fabric recommendations.

· Use oil/gas according to the Suzuki Motor recommendations.

· Maintain and revise engine, valves, and exhaust.

· Scheduled and required oil and filter changes in safe registered places. 

Protecting from Noise Pollution:

· Proper instalment of motors to avoid excessive vibration and noise.

· Scheduled maintenance checks for adjustments and revisions of propellers.  

· Avoid unnecessary noise while in the presence of marine animals.

Whale and Dolphin Watching:

· Keep a distance of 50 meters from marine animals while engine is running.

· Keep a distance of 30 meters while engine is not running.

· Maintain a distance of 100 meters with marine animals larger than 10 meters or marine animals with their birth.

· Maximum of 30 minute visits with any one individual sighting and 15 minutes for a pair sighting.

· Captains navigate the boats parallel in the direction with the marine animals for safety purposes; captains do not circle marine animals or pursue them from behind.

· Do not exceed 4 knots (7km/h) while in presence of marine animals.

· No throwing objects, feeding, or contacting marine animals.

Help preserve local wildlife and habitats by respecting rules and regulations, such as sticking to footpaths, not standing on coral reefs and not buying products made from endangered plants or animals.


  Additional Information


Whales - The humpback whale (Megaptera novaeangliae) is a Baleen whale. One of the larger rorqual species, adults range in length from 12–16 metres (40–50 ft) and weigh approximately 36,000 kilograms (79,000 lb). The humpback has a distinctive body shape, with unusually long pectoral fins and a knobbly head. It is an acrobatic animal, often breaching and slapping the water. Males produce a complex whale song, which lasts for 10 to 20 minutes and is repeated for hours at a time. The purpose of the song is not yet clear, although it appears to have a role in mating.

Found in oceans and seas around the world, humpback whales typically migrate up to 25,000 kilometres each year. Humpbacks migrate from the polar waters of South America between July and October and from the cold waters of North America to warmer tropical waters between the months of January and April.  The whales come to the warm and quiet waters surrounding the Marino Ballena National Park, Caño Island, and Drake Bay to give birth to their young.  

Like other large whales, the humpback was and is a target for the whaling industry. Due to over-hunting, its population fell by an estimated 90% before a whaling moratorium was introduced in 1966. Stocks of the species have since partially recovered; however, entanglement in fishing gear, collisions with ships, and noise pollution also remain concerns. There are at least 80,000 humpback whales worldwide. 

Dolphins - Dolphins are marine mammals that are closely related to whales and porpoises. There are almost forty species of dolphin in seventeen genera. They vary in size from 1.2 metres (4 ft) and 40 kilograms (88 lb) (Maui's Dolphin), up to 9.5 m (30 ft) and ten tonnes (the Orca or Killer Whale). They are found worldwide, mostly in the shallower seas of the continental shelves, and are carnivores, mostly eating fish and squid. The family Delphinidae is the largest in the Cetaceans, and relatively recent: dolphins evolved about ten million years ago, during the Miocene. Dolphins are considered to be amongst the most intelligent of animals and their often-friendly appearance and seemingly playful attitude have made them popular in human culture.  

The Bottlenose Dolphin, Pan-Tropical Spotted Dolphin and Spinner Dolphin are permanent residents and can be generally observed year round breeding and feeding in the warm tropical waters of the Marino Ballena National Park, Caño Island Biological Reserve and the front bays of the entire Osa peninsula.   
OSA Conservation Areas

Marino Ballena National Park was created in 1989 and protects environments such as sandy beaches, rocky shorelines, cliffs, islands, rock and coral reefs, mangrove ecosystems, Punta Uvita tómbolo, in addition to marine and terrestrial wildlife. The park contains 5.375 marine hectares and 115 terrestrial hectares.
Corcovado National Park is located on the pacific south coast and has 54,039 Terrestrial hectares and 2,400 Marine hectares. Parque Nacional Corcovado--the Amazon of Costa Rica--is the largest stronghold of primary forest on a Pacific coastline, famous for holding 5% of the biodiversity on this side of the planet.  The ecological variety is quite stunning. National Geographic has called it "the most biologically intense place on Earth".
The Caño Island Biological Reserve is a small island in the Bahia de Coronado (Bay of Coronado) west of the Peninsula de Osa. It is established as a protected national park, attracting visitors for its beaches, coral beds, and sea life.  Marine life includes manta rays, dolphins, sea turtles, whales, and a wide variety of fish.  Evidence of pre-Columbian human activity on the island is substantial, with some of the most interesting artifacts being stone spheres evidently carved by early civilizations.

Terraba-Sierpe National Wetlands includes the estuary of the Rivers Térraba and Sierpe, and adjacent lagoons (Laguna Sierpe, Laguna Porvenir), periodically inundated mangrove and "yolillo" palm Raphia taedigera swamp forest, sandy beaches and cliffs.  It is an important habitat of many species of birds, fish, mammals and reptiles.  The mangroves play an important direct and indirect role in maintaining the fish stock.

   TERMS AND POLICIES 2009-2010

THANK YOU FOR FOLLOWING EACH OF THESE POINTS SO THAT WE MAY ASSURE YOU A PROMPT AND RESPONSIBLE SERVICE.
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 WHAT TO BRING:

We strongly recommend that tour participants bring the minimal, but most practical things: An impermeable bag or plastic bag with: prescribed medicine, small towel, extra bottled water, digital camera or water camera, UV sun block, binoculars and mosquito repellent (necessary only for hiking in Corcovado, Caño Island, Violines beach and San Josecito beach). Wear strapped sandals, shorts for swimming, and a light t-shirt.
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 WE PROVIDE: 

Individual life jackets, first AID kit, ring buoy, snorkelling equipment, fishing equipment, extra plastic bag, dry bag for cameras, bilingual guide, fruits, snacks, bottled water and Pick-Nic lunch on full day trips.
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 RESPONSIBILITY:
Bahia Aventuras S.A. (its owners, associates, agents and employees) give notice that they assume no responsibility for injury, thefts, pilferage, and failure of any means of resulting directly or indirectly arising form caused by any tour in Costa Rica. We are not responsible for acts of God, detention, annoyance, delays, and expense, which cause loss of life, personal injury cancellations, and delays. Changes in the itinerary may be made where deemed advisable for the comfort and well being of Bahia Aventuras S.A. We cannot be held liable for quarantine in convenience to arrive or depart as scheduled, civil disturbances, government restrictions or regulations, discrepancies or change in transit or hotel service, or damage to person or property in connection with any service. This also includes same bookings, loss or damage of baggage, and / or any loss of services as a result of the tour participants. With advance deposit to Bahia Aventuras S.A. or any of its agents, the depositor therefore agrees to be bund by the above terms and conditions. 
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 MEDICAL AND HEALTH SERVICE:
Guests with particular health conditions and / or handicaps should inform representatives of Bahia Aventuras S.A. staff in writing before arrival to tours.  Staff members carry a fully stocked first aid kit. In certain circumstances, evacuation could be prolonged, difficult, expensive or impossible. Guests should take special care. In case of illness, hospital facilities for serious problems are excellent in Costa Rica and Bahia Aventuras S.A. assumes no liability for costs of evacuation or provision of medical care. 
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 MODIFICATIONS & CANCELLATION POLICIES:
Bahia Aventuras S.A. reserves the right to cancel or reschedule any trip due to: 
Insufficient Sign Ups and / or uncontrolled natural reasons or disasters. In the event of such cancellation, those with reservations shall be notified as soon as possible and a full refund of payments will be given. Bahia Aventuras S.A. and participating agents are not responsible for any expenses incurred for non-refundable air tickets, equipment, medical costs, etc. 

· REFUNDS:

Refunds are given under these circumstances: 

- 100% - of total amount only if insufficient sign ups and / or uncontrolled natural resources or disasters or if reservation is cancelled with 30 days previous notice to tour date. 

- 50% - of total amount if the services are cancelled with less than 2 days, before tour date. 
- NO REFUND - of total amount if the services are cancelled 24 hours or less time, before tour date or ¨no show¨. 
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 CONDUCT:

Bahia Aventuras S.A. and its designated representatives reserve the right to disqualify any person as member of any trip or tour, should such person’s actions or general behaviour impede the operation of the trip or the rights of welfare or enjoyment of other members on the trip. Refunds are usually given under these circumstances. When a refund is granted, it is agreed that the refund will not cover any of the services provided before the reason of the disqualification. 
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 TERMS & CONDITIONS:
All reservations must be confirmed by some sort of guarantee such as Credit Card authorization form or bank deposit in our account. Payments must be made in the currency of: Costa Rican Colones, U.S. dollars, or European Euros.  We accept Visa, and MasterCard credit cards.  In order to guarantee your reservation we must receive full payment at least 2 days in advance.  Children between 5-10 years old pay 50%. No pets are allowed in our trips.  For Group prices contact management. 
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 PRIVACY STATEMENT:

Bahia Aventuras S.A. will not disclose any of your personal information to third parties. All information we receive from you will be used only to confirm your vacation package or itinerary and at times to let you know about our services. All credit card information received from our clients is sent through a secure socket layer credit card form that is encrypted to insure maximum security. We do not sell your data to third parties.

    
 Information sheet


	Corporation Name
	Bahía Aventuras S.A.

	Known as
	Bahía Aventuras

	Corporate identification 
	3-101-515770

	Legal agent
	Daljit Hundle

Walter Brenes

	Contact person
	Walter Brenes (506) 8846-6576
	Travis Bays (506) 8854-9265

                    (506) 8897-0622

	 Main Office


	Branch Office
	Playa Punta Uvita, Osa, Puntarenas

	Telephone
	Office (506) 2743-8362 Tel-fax (506) 2743-8079

	Cell
	(506) 8846-6576  /  (506) 8854-9265 / (506) 8897-0622

	E-mail
	info@bahiaaventuras.com
bahia.aventuras@gmail.com

	Website
	www.bahiaaventuras.com

	Bank account N° (colones)
	100-1-1950000009-0

	Bank account N° ($ dolares)
	100-02-195000036-2

	Bank
	Banco Nacional de Costa Rica

Swift: BNCRCRSJ

	Client  Account
	15119510010000091

	Account name
	Bahia Aventuras S.A.
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