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Thursday, April 22nd 1869.

Presbytery met at Bethsalem Church in Winston County, Miss., according to adjournment at 11 o’clock a.m., and was opened with a sermon by Rev. S. R. Frierson, the Moderator being absent, after which Presbytery was constituted with prayer.
The following members were present at the opening, viz.: Ministers

Rev. S. R. Frierson



Added 2nd day.

Rev. O. H. P. Smyth



Rev. A. H. Barkley

Rev. R. H. Mecklin





Rev. H. C. Smith



Ten absent on account of high water &c.

Ruling Elders

D. C. McFarland

from

Lawrence Church

James McNair


from 

Carolina Church

D. A. Peden


from 

Smyrna Church

B. F. Smyth


from 

Louisville Church

William Hanna

from

Bethsalem Church

Rev. S. R. Frierson was elected Moderator, and Rev. H. C. Smith, Temporary Clerk.







Presbytery took recess till 3 o’clock p.m.

At 3 o’clock p.m., Presbytery met, members present as before. The Moderator announced the following committees:

On Devotional Exercises.


Rev. R. W. Mecklin & Wm Hanna
On Supplies




Rev. H. C. Smith & B. F. Smyth

On Narrative




Rev. R. W. Mecklin & D. C. McFarland

It was made the Order of the Day for 10 o’clock a.m. on tomorrow, to present Sessional Records and for 10 ½ o’clock a.m., for the free conversation on the state of religion; and for 3 o’clock p.m. to elect commissioners to the General Assembly. The ministers ap​pointed to preach at vacant churches reported that they had complied with the order of Pres​by​tery, except Rev. R. W. Mecklin who gave satisfactory reasons for non-com​pli​ance.

Garlandsville was selected as the place for the next meeting of Presbytery.
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Rev. R. W. Mecklin reported the organization of a Church at Perkinsville, called Perkinsville Church with two Elders and 9 members.

Dr. J. A. Lyon, & Rev. Messrs. S. J. Love & T. J. Bingham gave reasons, through Mr. Mecklin, for absence from the present meeting of Presbytery, which were sustained.

Elder B. F. Smith was appointed Treasurer pro tem.
The following resolution was offered & adopted. Resolved, That the ministers and Elders of this Presbytery be requested to use their utmost exertions in behalf of the South West​ern Presbyterian, a paper recently established by the Committee of Depository at New Orleans. 

Presbytery adjourned till 9 o’clock tomorrow morning. Closed with prayer.








Friday morning, 9 o’clock








April 23rd.

Presbytery met and was opened with prayer. Members present as on yesterday. The minutes of yesterday were read, corrected & approved.

Rev. A. H. Barkley and Elder D. Love from Bethel & Crawfordville, appeared, & gave satisfactory reasons for tardiness. 

It being the first order of the day, Sessional Records were presented. The Moderator announced the following committees:
On Bills & Overtures—O. H. P. Smyth & James McNair.

On Judiciary—O. H. P. Smyth & James McNair.

Auditing—B. F. Smyth & D. C. McFarland.

On Sessional Records:

Bethsalem & Starkville—A. H. Barkley & James McNair.

Pleasant Spring & Carolina—H. C. Smith & B. F. Smyth.

Louisville & Crawfordville—R. W. Mecklin & Wm Hanna.

Good Hope, Lawrence & Bethel—O. H. P. Smyth & D. Love.

The second order of the day, viz.: Free Conversation on the State of Religion, was sus​pended for divine service. 

It was made the order of the day for tomorrow 10 o’clock, to hear the report of the Pres​byterial Committee on Sustentation.






Presbytery took recess till 3 o’clock p.m.








3 o’clock p.m.

Presbytery met. The order of the day for this hour, viz.: The election of Commissioners to the General Assembly, was postponed till 9 ½ a.m., tomorrow.

Rev. Joseph Bardwell presented a letter of dismission from the Central Mississippi Pres.
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and after the usual examination, was received as a member of this Presbytery.
The following was adopted by Presbytery: Owing to the late rains, rendering the water​courses impassable, many of our churches are not represented, and information having reached us that the churches heretofore supplied by Bros. Bardwell, H. C. Smith, S. R. Frierson, & T. J. Love, desire to continue their services for the present year. Therefore Resolved, that they have leave to perfect such arrangements with their minis​ters, as shall be satisfactory to the parties until the next Spring meeting of this Presbytery.

Louisville & Carolina Churches obtained leave to employ Rev. O. H. P. Smyth for the next six months. Presbytery instructed the Presbyterial Committee on Sustentation to recom​mend the Car​o​lina Church to the Executive Committee of Sustentation at Colum​bia, S. C., and ask for one hundred dollars to supplement the salary of her minister. 

The minister appointed to preach the Presbyterial Sermon, and the Elder appointed to read the Essay, being necessarily detained from this meeting, it was ordered that the same appointments be continued for the next meeting of Presbytery. 

The Standing Rule Requiring the Sessions to report on Minister’s Salaries was suspended till the next meeting of Presbytery. 

Presbytery adjourned till 8 o’clock tomorrow morning. Closed with prayer.








Saturday morning, 8 o’clock








April 24th
Presbytery met & was opened with prayer. Members present as on yesterday. The minutes of yesterday were read, corrected & approved. The chairman of the Committee on Records of Good Hope, Lawrence, & Bethel Churches reported, recommending their approval. This report was received and adopted. 

The Committee on the Records of Carolina Church reported, recommending their approval, with the following exceptions: 
1st. The Records have not been before Presbytery since 1863.

2nd. On page 59 the administration of the Lord’s Supper is recorded.
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The committee on the Records of Bethsalem Church reported, recommending their ap​pro​val, with the exception [that] they have not been before Presbytery since the Spring of ’67, which report was received and adopted. 

The Committee on the Records of Starkville Church reported recommending their appro​val, except on page 87 the Moderator & one Elder received a member when our Form of Government requires two Elders, if there be so many, to constitute a quorum. Adopted. 

The Committee on the Records of Smyrna Church reported approval, except that they have not been before Presbytery since 1866. Adopted. 

Commissioners to the General Assembly were elected as follows—Rev. Joseph Bardwell and Elder J. A. Ware, principals, and Rev. A. H. Barkley & Elder J. A. Minniece, alter​nates.

The chairman of the Committee on the Narrative made the following report, which was re​ceived, adopted and ordered to be forwarded to the General Assembly: 
“Although the number of Ministers & Elders in attendance at Presbytery was small, ow​ing to high wa​ters, yet we are able to report the following items of encouragement. The con​​gre​gations, with but one exception, are either on the increase, or at least regular, and although the wea​ther has been, at times, very disagreeable, yet many of our ministers have been sur​prised at the number who, overcoming those providential hindrances, at​tended church. But, owing to the small representation in Presbytery, your committee have not been able to ascertain how many of our congregations have not enjoyed the stated means of grace. Prayer meetings are kept up in some of our congregations. Sabbath Schools exist in al​most every church. The colored people, in a few instances, are doing remarkably well. In fact, we think their spiritual condition much better than it was six months ago. The Sab​bath is observed, as a general thing, very well. Systematic Benev​o​lence is on the increase. Family religion, in some cases, gains influence, and our people are often reminded of their duty in this regard.
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Some additions have been made to the membership. Very few cases of discipline have occurred. But there are some items of discouragement. Our churches plead poverty too much, as an excuse for failing to support the ministry, forgetting that “where there is a will, there is a way.” It is a hard matter to get the people interested in prayer. Many of the Elders and Deacons will not pray in public, nor indeed in their families. The family altar is too much neglected by a majority of the families in the Church, forgetting the awful denunciation, ‘God will pour out his fury upon the families that call not upon his name.’ Roman Catholicism has found a foothold here and there among us. Our ministers are not properly maintained by their Churches, but from the frequency with which calls are made upon the Assembly’s Committee of Sustentation, the feeling seems to prevail that it is more blessed to receive than to give, although our Savior declares the contrary. But not​withstanding these discouragements, and notwithstanding some of the best of our Elder​ship have been taken from us, and God has laid his hand heavily upon us by affliction, and notwithstanding the pressure of the times, our ministers continue to preach with sim​plicity & earnestness, and there are many indications that Zion’s watchmen are not at ease. We would warn our people against apathy, and the neglect of duty, and in all things to live a life of faith and prayer.”







R. W. Mecklin Chm.

The Chairman of the Committee of Sustentation made his report, which was received, adopted & is as follows:


“In presenting this our annual report, your committee would have the Presbytery bear in mind, that while our geographical limits have been greatly enlarged within the last two years, and churches not a few brought under our care, yet the increase of ministers to occupy this vast territory has not kept pace with the churches added to our roll. Of the original number constituting this Presbytery, many of them are weak and the majority of those lately added to us are in a
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like feeble condition, and but little could be expected of them, in the way of con​tri​butions, to supply the common treasury, whilst much would be required of them, in order to maintain an existence. In looking over this enlarged territory, your committee were at once struck with the widespread desolations which abounded on every hand. Frequent applications have been made for ministers to supply these vacant churches, and means as to supplement their salaries in case men could be found to do the work. Failing in this your committee have diligently sought for a self-denying godly man, to do the work of an Evangelist, whom they might recommend to the Presbytery; but thus far we have been unsuccessful. Could such an one be found, who was willing to ‘endure hardness as a good soldier of Jesus Christ,’ new life might be imparted to these weak (and in some cases almost extinct) churches, and thus a new impulse given to the work of the Lord throughout our entire bounds. The labors of the ministers of this Presbytery, who, but a few years ago, went forth two and two to the churches were greatly blessed, and many souls were added to the Lord’s household, as fruits of their labors of love, and your com​mittee are fully satisfied that if this apostolic plan were revived and put into operation that the waste places of our beloved Zion would soon be rebuilt, and the breeches repaired. There is also ample room for an Evangelist, and your committee would recom​mend, that if the Presbytery in its wisdom approved of this suggestion, it proceed to take such steps, at its present meeting, as will put an efficient laborer in the field at once. The field is already white to the harvest, and there is none to gather in the grain to the granary of the Lord. If we ever intend to occupy & cultivate the field now is the time to do it. The work must be done now or never, and every day we neglect it we are losing ground, and our hold upon the people of this vast territory, as well as the feeble
[7]

Churches embraced within it, is becoming weaker. Sister Churches are now occupying our houses of worship, and doing the work which belongs to us; and unless we wake up to the interests of this momentous subject & do our own work, these neglected Churches will be absorbed by other denominations & thus pass from under our care entirely. Two ministers, whose applications were made to your committee, have been recommended to the Central Committee, and their salaries supplemented; a third one made application, through a member of this presbytery, and your committee asked to approve it; this we did, but at the same time, informed the Central Committee that we disapproved of the man​ner in which the application was brought to their notice, inasmuch as the Presbyterial Committee is the only legitimate channel through which applications can be made, and is the only one recognized by the General Assembly & adopted by this Presbytery. The amount drawn by this Presbytery from the common treasury exceeds the sum contributed to it in the ratio of five to one—one sixth of our churches, during the year 1868, stretched forth their hands and cast into the treasury of the Lord to help the poor & the destitute, whilst the remaining five sixths gave absolutely nothing. A reference to the minutes of the General Assembly will show that eight out of forty churches gave $130, the re​main​ing thirty-two reported nothing for sustentation. Had these thirty-two churches done as well as the eight, we should have had a sum equal to $600 to have put into the treas​ury, instead of the small sum of $130. From these facts it will be seen that $520 contributed by other churches, outside of our Presbytery, are expended in our bounds, which is four times as much as was contributed by this entire Presbytery during 1868. Instead, there​fore, of supporting the gospel in our own midst, we are leaving it to other Presbyteries & churches to do that work for us which it is our duty to do for ourselves. Brethren, is this right? Every demand made by us upon the common treasury for aid was promptly & fully met, so far as the funds would allow, whilst the repeated & urgent calls made by the Central Committee on our liberality were but feebly
[8]

responded to, or, (as in the majority of our churches) entirely disregarded. The pressing want of funds to supply destitutions in our own bounds, as well as to repair the waste places of Zion elsewhere, has been urged upon the churches & ministers of the Presby​tery by your committee and contributions solicited on behalf of this scheme adopted by our Assembly; and from the increased contributions of some of the churches, whose reports have reached us, we are encouraged in the belief that the present year will show a commendable spirit of liberality, throughout our entire bounds. From personal obser​va​tion, as well as information obtained from other sources, your committee are fully persuaded that the small sum contributed by the Presbytery for sustentation for the year 1868, is not to be attributed to a spirit of unwillingness on the part of the members of the churches & congregations to give to this cause, but to the fact that the subject was never brought before them, and an opportunity afforded each one of giving to this object. And your committee would desire, at this point, to call the attention of the Ministers and Elders present, to the duty enjoined upon them, of bringing this subject to the attention of each member of their respective churches, and thus afford them an opportunity to give to this cause. By this means our contributions will be greatly enlarged; the exhausted treas​ury will be replenished, and the Central Committee have abundant means placed at their disposal to meet all the wants of the Church. An opportunity should be given to every member of the Church, to give as the Lord has prospered him, and our Deacons & Elders should see to it that no one is neglected. This will test what a church can & will do. No one is so poor, but that he can give something, and though it should be no more than a widow’s two mites, yet if given with a sincere and earnest heart, God will follow it with his blessing, and make it the means of accomplishing good. It is to be feared that some of our churches, which have been, and are now aided by this fund, do not feel called upon to do anything at all for it.
[9]

This, however, is not in keeping with the teachings of God’s word, for it enjoins upon all such as are partakers of a gracious gift to manifest a like spirit, ‘freely ye have received, freely give.’ ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’ This grace of giving needs to be cultivated and exercised. We must give not simply what we can spare, but until we feel it. We must deny ourselves that we may advance the cause of Christ. That provision ought to be made by the Church for the support of her ministers, is a truth frankly admitted, but great care should be exercised not to encourage a church to depend upon this fund for aid, when it is abundantly able to support its own minister. And your Committee are of the opinion that no more serious damage can be done to a church than by hastily granting aid, when the members thereof are able to help themselves, and they have attempted as far as it was in their power, to guard against a spirit of slavish dependence, on the part of all our churches asking for assistance. Dependence is always a mark of weakness, and just so long as a church fails to exert itself, it will remain weak and dependent, but whenever it throws off this spirit of relying upon others, asserts its manhood, and begins to breathe the pure atmosphere of independence, then its powers begin to expand, and its resources will be fully developed. From a review of this subject two facts are brought before us for our prayerful consideration:
1. That as Ministers, Elders, & church members, we are living far below our privileges and duties, and that unless more vigorous efforts are put forth, we shall as a body, lose our vitality, and our feeble churches will either become entirely extinct; or pass into other connections.

2nd. That there is a loud and instant action & a zealous putting forth of our resources, if we would see the work of the Lord prosper in our midst & the cause of Christ advanced in the earth. There is a necessity that we give earnest heed to the exhortation, ‘What​soever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might, for there is no work nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave to which thou goest.’”










A. H. Barkley, Chm.
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The following resolution was offered & adopted:
Resolved, that this Presbytery warn her people to guard against the neglect of family worship, and that the Ministers and Elders be instructed to inquire into this matter, and report at the next meeting of Presbytery.

Leave of absence was granted to Rev. O. H. P. Smyth and Elders D. C. McFarland and James McNair from the remaining sessions of Presbytery.

The Committee on Supplies made the following report, which was adopted.

Rev. J. A. Lyon & J. N. Carothers to Bethany Church at discretion.

Rev. A. H. Barkley & J. Bardwell to Centre Point Church at discretion.

Rev. R. W. Mecklin & H. C. Smith to DeKalb Church at discretion.

Rev. A. L. Kline & S. J. Bingham to Enterprise Church at discretion.

Rev. O. H. P. Smyth & A. H. Barkley to Louisville Church at discretion.

Rev. J. Bardwell & R. W. Mecklin to Perkinsville Church at discretion.
Rev. J. H. Thomson & A. L. Kline to Philadelphus Church at discretion.

Rev. O. H. P. Smyth & S. J. Love to Pleasant Spring Church at discretion.

Rev. R. W. Mecklin & H. C. Smith at Smyrna Church at discretion.

Rev. S. R. Frierson & A. P. Smith at Unity Church at discretion.

Resolved that the ministers as above appointed are to go two & two preaching & admin​istering the sacraments. 

The Treasurer made his report, which was received and referred to the Auditing Com​mittee. 

The following was adopted: Owing to the absence of the Stated Clerk & his continued illness, the Rev. Joseph Bardwell, the commissioner to the General Assembly, is in​struc​ted to collect the Statistical Reports from the churches, as far as practicable, and to make out a Statistical Report to the General Assembly at Mobile. 

The Auditing Committee reported that they had examined the Treasurer’s Report & find it correct and recommend its approval. Received & adopted.

The following Churches paid Commissioner’s Fund: Beersheba $2. Bethel $12. Beth​salem $4. Carolina $6. Crawford $8. Good Hope $2. Lebanon $2. Louisville $1. Paulding $1. Pendleton $1. Pisgah $3. Starkville $7. Pleasant Spring $2. Friendship $8. Houston $5. Hamilton $5. Columbus $15. Meridian $10.
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Resolved, that the Treasurer be & he is hereby instructed to pay over to Mrs. Peden, the amount due her, out of the Commissioner’s fund that he may collect.
Resolved, that the thanks of this Presbytery be tendered to the members of Bethsalem Church, & to the citizens in the vicinity, for their kindness & hospitality to us during our present sessions.

The Committee on Education made a report, which was adopted as follows:

“Since our last report, your Committee have forwarded to Mr. Witherspoon, a candidate for the gospel ministry under care of this Presbytery, now pursuing his studies at the Uni​versity of Miss. at Oxford, the sum of $84. Thirty Dollars of this sum was advanced by a friend to meet the pressing wants of the candidate, as there were no funds in the treasury when his last call was made upon the committee. This amount will have to be refunded. The further sum of $85 will be needed to defray his expenses until the end of the present term. This young man was assured, when he entered upon his studies, that the means necessary for his support would be furnished him. This assurance was based upon a firm conviction that the churches would do their duty in the premises. The sum of $250 will have to be raised, annually, to sustain him, during his collegiate and seminary course. A liberal contribution from each church will furnish ample means for this purpose, and your Committee would recommend, that the Ministers and Elders, who have not presented this subject to their Churches, be enjoined to do so on their return from this meeting, and take up a collection for this object, and forward their contributions to the Chairman of this Committee at Crawfordville, Miss.”









A. H. Barkley, Chm.

The following resolution was adopted, viz.:

Resolved, That Presbytery instruct our Committee of Sustentation to make no application to the Central Committee, for aid for any minister, except on condition that the said min​ister will obligate himself to continue to occupy his field of labor, for at least
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one year, or else return to the Central Committee the sum advanced.
The minutes of today were read, corrected and approved. Presbytery then adjourned to meet in the Presbyterian Church at Garlandsville, Miss. at 11 o’clock a.m. on Thursday before the full moon in October next. Closed with singing & prayer and the apostolic benediction.








S. R. Frierson, Moderator.








H. Campbell Smith, Tem. Clerk.

Attest:

J. N. Carothers, Stated Clerk
[13]








Thursday, October 14th 1869
Presbytery met at Garlandsville, Miss., according to adjournment, at 11 o’clock a.m., and was opened with a sermon by the Moderator, Rev. S. R. Frierson, from Acts XI.19-24, after which Presbytery was constituted with prayer. The roll was called, and the follow​ing members were present, viz.:

Ministers


Elders




Churches

Rev. S. R. Frierson

John Morris

from 

Unity

Rev. J. Bardwell

E. B. Witherspoon
from

Beersheba

Rev. A. H. Barkley

S. L. Wilson

from

Friendship

Rev. A. L. Kline

A. Ames 

from

Starkville

Rev. O. H. P. Smyth

D. Love

from 

Bethel & Crawford
Rev. R. W. Mecklin

R. A. Minniece
from

Hamilton

Rev. H. C. Smith

O. Y. Neely

from

Scooba

Rev. J. N. Carothers

A. M. Dinsmore
from

Macon

Rev. L. J. Bingham

R. E. Adams

from

Wahalak





S. W. Aston

from

Bethsalem & Lebanon

Ministers Absent:

R. F. Houston

from

Meridian





Jas. Patrick

from

Enterprise

Rev. R. S. Gladney (dec’d)
C. O. Cockran

from

Montrose

Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D.

S. M. Johnson

from

Marion

Rev. A. P. Smith

A. E. Chapman
from

Mt. Moriah

Rev. T. J. Love

T. C. Bouchilon
from

Bethany

Rev. J. H. Thompson

W. T. Powe

from 

Paulding

Rev. J. A. Smylie (dism’d)
J. F. Smith

from

Good Hope

Rev. W. C. Emerson (S. A.)
D. D. McLaurin
from

Pendleton





D. H. McKellar
from

DeKalb




J. E. Wilkinson
from

Carolina





J. F. Harry

from 

Garlandsville





J. Adams

from

Lawrence

Churches Not Represented.
Smyrna, Columbus, Houston, Fairview, Louisville, Aberdeen, Okolona, Toomsuba, Centre Point, Pleasant Spring, Cooksville, Pisgah, Salem, West Point, Philadelphus, Enon, & Perkinsville.

Rev. Joseph Bardwell was elected Moderator and Elder W. T. Powe, Tem. Clerk. Recess for one hour.

[14]

After recess, Presbytery resumed business. The minutes and standing rules were read. It appearing that the Tem. Clerk had failed to record the names of the Presbyterial Com​mittees appointed by this Presbytery at Columbus, Miss., in April 1868, it was ordered that they be now recorded as follows, viz.:

Com. of Sustentation & Education

Rev. S. H. Barkley, Rev. A. P. Smith & Elder Scott Thomson.

Foreign Missions

Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D., Rev. S. R. Frierson & Elder N. E. Goodwin.

Publication

Rev. A. P. Smith, Rev. T. J. Love & Elder R. A. Minniece.

The Moderator announced the following committees:

On Devotional Exercises

Rev. S. J. Bingham, Rev. R. W. Mecklin & J. F. Harry.

Judicial

Rev. Messrs Barkley, Smyth & Elder R. E. Adams.

Bills & Overtures

Rev. S. R. Frierson & Elders Wilson & J. Adams.

Supplies

Rev. R. W. Mecklin, D. Love & A. M. Dinsmore.

Narrative

R. A. Minniece, A. Ames, & E.  B. Witherspoon.

Minutes of Gen. Assembly

Rev. A. L. Kline, S. M. Johnson & S. W. Aston.

The free conversation on the State of Religion was made the order of the day for Friday 10 o’clock a.m. Presbyterial Conference was made the order of the day for 3 o’clock p.m., and the Report of the Committee on Education, for 10 o’clock, Saturday morning.

The Stated Clerk read a letter from Rev. J. A. Smylie asking a dismission from this Pres​bytery to join the Presbytery of Central Texas, whereupon his request was granted, and the Stated Clerk ordered to furnish him a certificate of dismission.

Rev. Joseph Bardwell (Rev. J. N. Carothers in the chair) made a report as our Com​mis​sioner to the General Assembly and also in behalf of the Elder (Ware), which was re​ceived and approved. The Twenty dollars which he reported, of Commissioner’s Fund remaining,
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in his hands not expended, was ordered to be paid over to the Treasurer for Educational purposes. Rev. H. C. Smith and Elder J. F. Smith from Good Hope Church appeared and gave satisfactory reasons for tardiness. 
Rev. Messrs. J. N. Carothers, A. H. Barkley, J. Bardwell, H. C. Smith & O. H. P. Smyth reported compliance with the order of Presbytery in supplying vacant churches. Rev. A. L. Kline & Rev. R. W. Mecklin reported compliance in part, and Rev. S. R. Frierson gave satisfactory reasons for non-compliance. 
Rev. A. P. Smith, through Elder R. A. Minniece, reported compliance, and also assigned reasons for his absence from the present meeting of presbytery. A motion being made to sustain his reasons, the motion was laid upon the table. 
Rev. J. N. Carothers announced to Presbytery that Rev. R. S. Gladney had departed this life on Friday the 8th inst., and on motion of Rev. J. N. Carothers, Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D., Rev. Joseph Bardwell, and Elders R. A. Minniece & R. Barry were appointed a com​mittee to prepare an obituary notice, and report it to an adjourned meeting of Presbytery to be held in new Orleans, during the sessions of Synod in December. 
Presbytery adjourned till tomorrow morning, 9 o’clock. 








Closed with prayer.







Friday morning, 9 o’clock








Oct. 15th 1869

Presbytery met pursuant to adjournment and was opened with prayer. Members present as on yesterday. Minutes of yesterday were read and corrected. 
A letter was read from Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D., giving reasons for his absence from this meeting of Presbytery, which reasons were not sustained. 
Elder D. H. McKellar from DeKalb Church appeared and gave satisfactory reasons for tardiness. 
Rev. H. McDonald from Mississippi Presbytery was invited to sit as a corresponding member. 
The order of the day, viz., the free conversation on the State of Religion, was taken up. The roll was called and the attention of the members specially directed to a resolution of Presbytery at its last meeting, requiring specific reports on the duty of family worship. 
O. Y. Neely, an Elder from Scooba Church,
[16]

appeared & gave satisfactory reasons for tardiness.

Before the free conversation was concluded, the hour for public worship arrived, and Pres​​bytery took recess till 2 o’clock p.m.

After recess Presbytery resumed the unfinished business, and the members completed their statements on the state of religion within our bounds.

The 2nd order of the day, viz., Presbyterial Conference, was postponed till after public wor​​ship tonight. 
The Stated Clerk called the attention of Presbytery to several communications which he had received from Messrs. Pugh, T. V. Moore, D.D., Dr. Converse, Dr. Tustin & Dr. Leftwich, touching the case of Mr. R. B. Williamson, once a licentiate under the care of this Presbytery, whose license had been revoked by this Presbytery in 1860, requesting Presbytery, if the way be clear, to reinstate him to his former standing as a licentiate, which communications being read, and the matter duly considered and discussed, Presbytery instructed the Stated Clerk to write the said R. B. Williamson, now at Warren​ton Virginia, and urge upon him the importance of being present in person, at the next regular meeting of this Presbytery, if possible, and the necessity, in case he could not be present, of communicating to Presbytery fully and frankly, his feelings, views & wishes, in regard to the matter, so that Presbytery may have something more definite and satis​factory upon which to base their action in the premises. 
The Committee on Devotional Exercises reported in part, recommending that the Presbyterial Sermon be preached tomorrow at 11 o’clock a.m., which was approved. 
Rev. H. McDonald obtained leave to labor within our bounds, as may suit his con​venience. The Committee on Supplies made a report, which was received, and on motion, the consideration thereof was made the second order of the day for tomorrow. 
James Patrick, an Elder from Enterprise Church appeared and gave satisfactory reasons for tardiness, 
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Presbytery took recess till after divine service tonight.
After recess, the Presbyterial Conference was opened with an Essay on “The Best Me​thod of Promoting & Conducting Revivals,” prepared by Elder H. Wood, who had been previously appointed to that duty, which, at his request, was read by Rev. Joseph Bard​well. The roll was then called & pending the discussion, on motion, Presbytery adjourned till 8 ½ o’clock, tomorrow morning. 








Closed with prayer.








Saturday morning, 8 ½ o’clock








Oct. 16th 1869

Presbytery met, according to adjournment, and was opened with prayer, members present as on yesterday. Minutes of yesterday were read and corrected. 
Presbyterial Conference was resumed & concluded. Leave of absence was granted to Elders Houston & Johnson after this morning’s session. 
Rev. A. L. Kline from the Committee on Minutes of the Gen. Assembly made a report which was received, amended, and adopted as follows, viz.: 
1st. Your committee would call the attention of our Ministers and Elders to the injunction of the General Assembly, on page 379 of printed minutes, requiring full and definite reports concerning Sabbath Schools, to be made to the next spring meeting of Presbytery;

2nd. To the observance of the last Thursday of February next, as a day of prayer for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon the youth of our churches, and upon our institutions of learning (p. 388).

3rd. On the New Book of Church Order (p. 396), The committee recommend that a committee of three be appointed to examine the same and report at the next Spring meeting of Presbytery. (*-That committee was appointed—consisting of Rev. J. A. Lyon, Rev. H. P. Smith & Elder R. Minniece.)

4th. On the subject of sinful amusements &c. (p. 390), The committee recommend the following—Whereas the use of intoxicating drinks, and the encouraging, and, in some instances, the actual participating in, such worldly and sinful amusements as attendance upon theatrical exhibitions and promiscuous dancing, are great evils, and have
[18]

often been condemned by the judicatories of our Church from the Session up to the General Assembly & seem notwithstanding such condemnation, still to exist and, in some localities, to be on the increase, Therefore be it Resolved by this Presbytery, That it be and is hereby enjoined upon all the Church Sessions under its care, to let no instance either of the habitual, or improper use of ardent spirits, or of encouraging, or participating in dancing parties, escape the affectionate and faithful application of the discipline provided in our Constitution for offences.

West Point was selected as the place for the next regular meeting of Presbytery.

The order of the day being the Report on Education, Rev. A. H. Barkley, the chairman of that committee, submitted the following, which was received and approved, viz.: Since the last meeting of Presbytery your committee have furnished Mr. Witherspoon the sum of $91.80 to meet the current expenses of the past scholastic year. In entering upon the studies of the present collegiate year, your committee furnished him the further sum of $76.75 which added to the former amount, makes the sum of $168.55 paid out since the Spring meeting of Pres. Thirty-five dollars of this sum was drawn from a private source to meet the urgent wants of the candidate, and will have to be refunded. To meet this liability, and to defray all the necessary expenses of the candidate, for the remainder of the present academic year, the further sum of $218 will have to be raised by the churches. (Note. The Columbus Church is supporting a young man, a member of that church now at Oxford, which does not pass through the hands of this committee & therefore is not here reported.) It will be seen by this Report that but $31.75 have been raised in the bounds of the entire Presby. during the past six months for Education. The whole burden of supporting this candidate from the time he entered upon his studies, twelve months ago, up to the present, has fallen upon eleven churches. Thirty-three have done absolutely
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nothing, thus showing that but one-fourth of our churches have manifested a liberal spirit in the great work of educating the youth of our church for the gospel ministry. Had the remaining three-fourths done their duty in this cause we should have been abundantly able to educate three, instead of one young man for this great work. The want of compliance on the part of the churches in responding to the calls which have been made for this cause is not due to any indisposition on the part of the ministers of the church to contribute of their substance to carry forward this enterprise, but is chargeable to the neglect of those whose duty it is to bring this matter before the people, for in every instance where the chairman of your committee has presented the cause, the people have responded to the call, far beyond the most sanguine expectations of the officers of the respective churches. The wants of Presbytery have been brought by your committee to the notice of the ministers and officers of the different churches under our care and urged them to take up collections for this cause. A few have responded nobly, while the majority have thus far passed the subject by in silence. The Presbytery stands pledged to this young brother for his support, and this pledge can only been redeemed as the churches come forward & furnish the means. The churches, in the midst of their poverty, have the ability to more than meet these liabilities of the Presby., and they need but an opportunity to do so, in order to make a practical demonstration of the fact. How far the churches will come to the rescue of the Presbytery remains to be seen. However, it is be​lieved by your committee, from all the information that has reached them, and the con​tri​butions sent up to this meeting, that the churches will put the necessary means at the dis​posal of the Presbytery to enable it to redeem all its pledges, and your committee recom​mend that it be enjoined upon all our ministers and church Sessions, where they have not done so already, to bring this subject before their respective
[20]

congregations, at the earliest day possible, after their return from this meeting, and give each member of the church & congregation an opportunity to contribute to this cause, and forward their contributions to the chairman of this committee at Crawfordville, Miss. 
The Good Hope, Paulding & Pendleton Churches obtained leave to employ Rev. H. C. Smith as States Supply, each, one-forth of his time, for the ensuing year, promising him the sum of five hundred & twenty-five dollars, jointly. 
Rev. H. C. Smith & Elder J. F. Smith obtained leave of absence after the morning ses​sion. 
The Presbyterial Sermon was preached by Rev. J. N. Carothers on the doctrine of Election. 





After sermon, Presbytery took recess for one hour.
After recess Presbytery met, and Resolved to take recess to attend the funeral services of Mr. Bragg, an aged member of this the Garlandsville Church, after which Presbytery resumed business. 
Lawrence & Carolina Churches obtained leave to employ Rev. O. H. P. Smyth as Stated Supply for the ensuing year, one-fourth of his time, each, promising him, jointly, three hundred & fifty dollars. 
A call from DeKalb and Smyrna Churches for the pastoral services of Rev. S. H. Bing​ham was presented & read, & being found in order, was placed in his hands, whereupon he could not accept the call.
The report of the Committee on Supplies was taken up & considered, and on motion, was referred to a special committee consisting of Rev. Messrs. A. H. Barkley, R. W. Mecklin and Elders A. M. Dinsmore and D. Love, to report at the next Spring meeting. 
Rev. Messrs. Mecklin & Smyth and Elders D. D. McLaurin, S. W. Aston, J. Adams & L. C. Wilkinson obtained leave of absence after to-night. 
Montrose & Garlandsville Churches obtained leave to employ Rev. S. J. Bingham one-fourth of his time, each, for the ensuing year, promising him $475.
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Presbytery took recess until after public worship to-night, after which Presbytery resumed business. 
The Stated Clerk presented an account for the sum of $3.50 which was allowed & the Treasurer ordered to pay the same. The Treasurer presented his book, which was referred to an auditing committee, composed of Elders James Patrick and T. C. Bouch​ilon. 

A letter was received from Rev. W. C. Emerson, of the Province of St. Paul, Empire of Brazil, in South America, which was read and referred to the Committee of Bills & Overtures. 

The Committee on the Narrative made a report which was received and adopted, and is as follows—“The Presbytery of Tombeckbee, in making its report to Synod on the State of Religion in its bounds, would state that although the reports which come up from our churches show no signal outpourings of god’s Spirit in revivals of religion, yet we have reason to rejoice that the Lord has not left us without evidence of his Spirit & power among our churches. There is a general good attendance on the preaching of the word, and increased interest manifested in many portions of our Zion. Our ministers are few, and entirely inadequate to the work in our bounds; but almost all of our vacant churches have been visited during the past year, and the cry comes up for more laborers in the field. Sabbath schools are becoming more general in our churches. Prayer meetings are regularly kept up in a portion of our churches. Family worship is more generally observed, but many yet neglect this important duty. A systematic plan of contributing to the benevolent objects of the Church is becoming more general in our bounds. Still much remains to be done in this respect. A few additions are reported from almost every church, and some report from ten to twenty. We have a more general representation of the churches in Presbytery than heretofore.”
Rev. S. R. Frierson was appointed to preach the next Presbyterial sermon, and the doctrine of the Resurrection chosen as the subject.

[22]
The Duties of the Eldership was chosen as the subject for the next Presbyterial Con​ference, and Elder W. T. Powe was appointed essayist. 
The Starkville Church obtained leave to employ Rev. S. R. Frierson as Stated Supply three-fourths of his time for the ensuing year, promising not less than seven hundred & fifty dollars, and Beersheba Church one-fourth of his time, promising him $175 for the year 1869. 
The Committee on Assessment made the following report. For Commissioner’s Fund and Contingent Fund of Assembly:
Starkville, Friendship, Aberdeen, Bethel, Bethsalem & Enterprise $5 each. Good Hope, Wahalak & Scooba $3.50. Okolona & Macon $3.00 each. Unity, Toomsuba, Bethany, Cooksville, Pisgah, DeKalb & Perkinsville $2.50. Houston, Crawfordville, Louisville, Beersheba, Lebanon, West Point, Fairview, Montrose, Marion, Enon, Smyrna, Hamilton, Centre Point, Pleasant Springs, Paulding, Pendleton & Garlandsville $2.00 each. Mount Moriah $1.50. Carolina, New Hope, Salem, Philadelphus & Lawrence $1.00 each. Colum​bus $7.00. Meridian $6.50. Total $120—which report was received and adopted. 
The following was offered and adopted as a Standing Rule of this Presbytery: Resolved That the Session of each church in the bounds of this Presbytery be required to send up a written Narrative of the State of Religion in their respective churches & congregations at each meeting of Presbytery. The Committee on Treasurer’s Book reported it correct. Their report was received and adopted. 

Presbytery adjourned till Monday morning, 8 ½ o’clock.









Closed with prayer.








Monday morning, 8 ½ o’clock, 







Oct 18th
Presbytery met & was opened with prayer. The roll was called and a quorum present. 
Henry Calhoun, an Elder from Paulding Church appeared and took his seat as the alter​nate of W. T. Powe, who had retired.
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The following Resolutions were offered and adopted: 
Resolved, That Rev. A. L. Kline be, and is hereby commissioned, to labor for the next six months, among our vacant churches, on such terms as may be agreed upon, between Brother Kline and said churches. 
Resolved, That the members of Presbytery have been highly edified by the opening ser​mon, preached by our retiring Moderator, Rev. S. R. Frierson, and believe its pub​lication would be productive of great good, and hereby request him to furnish the Pres​bytery a copy prepared for publication, when it may suit his convenience. 
Resolved, That the thanks of Presbytery be tendered to the members of the Church and the citizens of Garlandsville for their kind & generous hospitality to its members, and to the Methodist & Baptist Churches for the use of their houses of worship, and to the officers of the several Railroads for passing its members to & from the place of meeting for one fare.
Scooba Church asked leave to employ Rev. Joseph Bardwell as Stated Supply one-half his time, and Macon Church the remaining fourth of his time, for the ensuing year, Scooba promising him 4500, Wahalak $350 and Macon $200.

Resolved, That the Standing Rule requiring reports on minister’s salaries be so amended, as to require the Deacons of every Church, where there is stated preaching prior to every Spring meeting of Presbytery, to submit to the Session, a full and fair report of the minis​ter’s salary, showing the amount paid, and the balance due, which report shall be care​fully examined & when approved by the Session, shall be sent up to each Spring meeting of Presbytery; and that such a report be prepared and sent up by the Session itself where there are no Deacons.
The Committee of Bills & Overtures, to whom was referred the communication of Rev. W. C. Emerson, informing the Presbytery that he had organized a Church of 13 members in the province of St Paul’s
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Empire of Brazil, in South America, and asking this Presbytery to take said Church under our care, reported as follows: “Whereas there is some informality as well as irregularity pertaining to this organization and the circumstances are so very peculiar, therefore Re​solved, That Brother Emerson be instructed to report said Church to the Central Com​mittee in Columbia, South Carolina, putting that Committee in possession of all the facts.

Rev. Mr. King of the Baptist Church, being present, was invited to sit as a corresponding member.

Presbytery, having finished its business, and approved the minutes, on motion adjourned to meet in the City of New Orleans at the call of the Moderator, during the sessions of Synod, in December next. Closed with singing, prayer, and the apostolic benediction.








Joseph Bardwell, Moderator.








W. T. Powe, Tem. Clerk.

Attest: 

J. N. Carothers, S. C.

Approved thus far at New Orleans, December 10th 1869








Wm Hunter, Mod. of Synod.
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Prytania Street Church, New Orleans, La.








December 8th 1869

Presbytery met at the call of the Moderator, and was opened with prayer. The roll was called, and the following members were present, viz.: Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D., Joseph Bardwell, A. H. Barkley, S. R. Frierson, A. P. Smith, S. J. Bingham & J. M. Carothers. Ruling Elders: R. B. McCaskill from Meridian, D. D. Davier from Scooba, and J. A. Minniece from Wahalak.

In the absence of the Te. Clerk, the Stated Clerk performed his duties.

Rev. A. P. Smith rendered satisfactory reasons for his absence at Garlandsville. Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D., also made further explanations and statements in addition to the reasons for absence assigned by letter, on that occasion, which were sustained.




Presbytery then took recess to meet at the call of the Moderator.

After recess, and at the call of the Moderator, Presbytery met, present as before. The com​mittee previously appointed to prepare a minute on the death of Rev. Rich’d S. Gladney reported the following:

“It is with sincere sorrow that the Presbytery is, in the providence of God, called on to record the untimely death of its oldest ministerial member, Richard S. Gladney, who died suddenly of apoplexy at Artesia, Miss., on Friday morning, Oct 8th 1869. In his death, we can say without exaggeration, that the cause of truth has lost one of its ablest expounders, and the Presbyterian Church, one of her boldest & most valiant defenders. Our departed brother was, in many respects, possessed of superior endowments and qualifications for usefulness—his learning was varied and accurate, and his logical abilities eminent. He was fond of writing, and had he been free from harassing worldly cares, we doubt not that both religious and scientific literature would have been enriched by his able & facile pen. Mr. Gladney was a successful teacher. He possessed rare qualifications as an educator of youth. He had the happy faculty of interesting the
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the pupil in the subject of study, and of using plain and pleasing illustrations that invited the attention and made recitation a pastime instead of a task. It is significant of his amiable and excellent character that he never failed to win the affections of his pupils, who, without an exception, retain an affectionate remembrance of their teacher. He had a great thirst for knowledge, and spared neither pains nor money in its pursuit. In the years 1847 and 1848, with no other end in view, than that of gaining knowledge and gratifying his taste, he traveled extensively in Europe and returned greatly improved by his trip. The deceased was an able defender of the truth of the Christian religion, as well as of the dis​tinctive doctrines of the Presbyterian Church. Although he was never a settled pastor, as Providence seemed to indicate that his vocation was that of an educator of youth rather than that of a pastor, yet he was very fond of preaching, and never let an opportunity es​cape. He was either a stated supply or a voluntary evangelist for the most part of his min​is​terial life. The Rev. Richard Strong Gladney was a native of South Carolina, born Nov. 10th 1806 in Fairfield District. He was a graduate of South Carolina College, and pursued his theological education in Columbia, under the tuition of Drs. Howe, Leland, and Gould​ing. He removed to Mississippi in 1845 and was, for many years, the able and popular president of the Aberdeen Female College. Like multitudes of others, he suffered greatly in his worldly interests by events of the late war, and consequently had to resort to his old profession of teaching for a livelihood. He was, at the time of his death, just com​mencing a school, under very favorable auspices, at Artesia, where he died. His remains were interred at West Point, Miss., his late home. The funeral services were performed by his lifelong friend & brother, the Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D., of Columbus, Miss. Mr. Gladney was kind and lovely in his family and amiable, almost to a fault 
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in his intercourse with the world. He had a keen sense of the ludicrous, and was fond of innocent pleasantry. He took delight in ministering to the good feeling of those around him. He despised hypo​crisy and abhorred pretension & cant in religion, and he may have seemed to some, who look on the outward appearance, & not upon the heart, to be defi​cient in what they call spirituality—that in the outward manifestation of religious feeling. But no one who was intimately acquainted with him ever doubted the genuine​ness of his piety. He was an humble believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, by whose righteousness he hoped for pardon and salvation. He had but few enemies, and many friends, who mourn his sudden and untimely death and deeply sympathize with the bereaved widow and family.”







James A. Lyon, Chm.

The report was received and adopted, and the Stated Clerk was ordered to forward a copy of the same to the family of the deceased, tendering to them, in the name and on behalf of the Presbytery, most heartfelt sympathy and condolence. 




Presbytery took recess to meet again at the call of the Moderator.

Accordingly, at the call of the Moderator, presbytery met, present as before. The minutes were read and approved, and Presbytery adjourned to meet at West Point, Miss., on the Thursday before the full moon in April next, at 11 o’clock a.m. Closed with prayer, and the apostolic benediction.








J. Bardwell, Mod.








J. N. Carothers, Clerk pro tem.

J. N. Carothers, Stated Clerk.
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West Point, Miss.








April 14th 1870

Presbytery met at 11 o’clock a.m., according to adjournment, and was opened with a ser​mon by Rev. J. Bardwell, the Moderator, from Prov. XXIII.25. After sermon Presbytery was constituted with prayer. 

The roll was called and the following members were present, viz.:

Ministers


Elders


from 

Churches

Rev. S. J. Love

Geo. P. Baskin 


Fairview
Rev. Jos. Bardwell

T. L. Carothers


West Point

Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D.

John Kerr



Wahalak
Rev. A. H. Barkley

H. Woods Jr.



Scooba

Rev. R. W. Mecklin

N. E. Goodwin


Columbus

Rev. S. J. Bingham

D. Love



Bethel & Crawfordville

Rev. J. N. Carothers

D. C. McFarland


Lawrence
Rev. J. H. Thompson

T. N. Martin



Houston

Rev. A. L. Kline

R. B. McCaskill


Meridian





W. W. Welsh



Marion

Came in Later


T. J. Peden



Pleasant Springs

Rev. A. P. Smith

John M. Ware



Perkinsville

Rev. S. R. Frierson







Came In Afterward

Absent:


C. Bardwell



Starkville

Rev. O. H. Smyth

R. R. Spann



Centre Point

Rev. H. C. Smith

R. A. Minniece



Hamilton

Rev. W. C. Emerson

S. L. Wilson



Friendship





M. P. K. Bowen


Aberdeen

Churches Not Represented.

Bethsalem, Lebanon, Louisville, Carolina, Okolona, Macon, Bethany, Paulding, Pisgah, Good Hope, Mount Moriah, Unity, Beersheba, Smyrna, Enterprise, Montrose, Pendleton, Salem, New Hope, Philadelphus, DeKalb, Enon.

Rev. A. L. Kline was chosen Moderator, and Elder H. Woods Jr., Tem. Clerk. 
The Minutes & Standing Rules were read. The Stated Clerk was directed to add in foot​notes to the minutes of last regular meeting the names of the Committee on the Book of Church Order and an explanatory note on the report of the Presbyterial committee on Education (See pp. 17, 18).
Rev. D. F. Smith of So. Alabama Presbytery, being present, was invited to sit as a corres​ponding member.
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Presbytery took recess for two hours.
After which Pres. met.

Rev. Messrs. S. H. Love & J. H. Thompson gave reasons for absence at the last stated meet​ing and were excused.

The Moderator announced the following committees:

Judiciary Com.—Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D. & R. B. McCaskill.

On Bills & Overtures—J. N. Carothers & R. R. Spann & T. P. Baskin.

On Narrative—S. J. Bingham & John M. Ware & N. E. Goodwin.

On Supplies—R. W. Mecklin & D. Love.

On Devotional Exercises—S. J. Love & T. L. Carothers.

Elder C. Bardwell from Starkville Church appeared and was authorized to take his seat as a member of presbytery. Elder R. R. Spann from Centre Point Church was also recog​nized as a member of Presbytery. Elder T. N. Martin was granted leave of absence till tomorrow.

The Stated Clerk reported his correspondence with Mr. R. B. Williamson and other papers that had fallen into his hands touching the case, whereupon all the papers in possession of the Presbytery relating to his case, were referred to a special committee, consisting of Rev. J. Bardwell, Rev. R. W. Mecklin & Elder N. E. Goodwin—with instruction to report at 4 o’clock tomorrow evening. 

Presbytery then adjourned till tomorrow morning, 9 o’clock. 










Closed with prayer.
Friday morning, 9 o’clock, 

April 15th 1870

Presbytery met and was opened with prayer. Members present as on yesterday. The minutes of yesterday were read & corrected.

The Moderator appointed the following committees on Church Records:

Hamilton, Bethel, & Centre Point—J. H. Thompson & T. N. Martin.

Crawford, Scooba, & Houston—S. J. Love & R. B. McCaskill.

Starkville, Bethsalem, & West Point—J. N. Carothers & R. R. Spann.

Friendship, Lebanon, & Beersheba—S. J. Bingham & D. Love.

Fairview & Macon—R. W. Mecklin & N. E. Goodwin.

Pleasant Spring, Enterprise, & Garlandsville—Barkley & C. Bardwell.

Lawrence, Columbus, & Meridian—J. Bardwell & Jno. Kerr.

Wahalak, DeKalb, & Marion—J. A. Lyon & T. J. Peden.

Elder L. L. Wilson from Friendship Church appeared and gave satisfactory reasons for tardiness.

Rev. S. E. Harris of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church, Rev. Mr. Gambach of the Bap​tist Church, and
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Rev. J. P. Dancer of the Methodist Church were invited to sit as corresponding members.

Elder R. A. Minniece from Hamilton Church appeared & rendered reasons for tardiness which were sustained.

Narratives were called for from the Churches, and several were read and referred to the Committee on the Narrative.

The Committee on Supplies made their report and the consideration thereof was made a special order for tomorrow, 3 o’clock p.m.

Rev. S. R. Frierson appeared & gave satisfactory reasons for tardiness.

The remaining narratives were then read & referred.

The report of the Committee on the Book of Church Order was made the 2nd special order for tomorrow afternoon.

The committee on the case of Mr. R. B. Williamson reported as follows:

“The committee to whom was referred the application of Mr. R. B. Williamson, asking Presbytery to rescind its action in 1860, by which his license was revoked and to restore him to his former status as a Licentiate would recommend that Mr. Williamson’s request be not granted.

1st. Because Mr. William has resided far beyond the bounds of this Presbytery for the past 9 years or more and during that time has held no communication with the Presbytery until within the last 6 or 8 months.

2nd. Because we have reliable information at command, that during that period he has repeatedly represented himself to be a Licentiate in good standing in this Presbytery, and upon the faith of these representations, secured and abused the confidence of other por​tions of the Church.

3rd. Because by virtue of the aforesaid representations he secured admission, as a Licentiate into the Presbytery of the Potomac, and upon information reaching them as to his true ecclesiastical standing, was once & again silenced.

4th. Because the general spirit manifested by him has been anything else than that of an humble Christian your committee further recommend that the Stated Clerk of Presbytery be instructed to transmit a copy of this action of Presbytery to the Session
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of the Warrenton Presbyterian Church, Va., of which Mr. Williamson is said to be a mem​ber and which alone has original jurisdiction in his case as a private member of that Church.”

On the motion to adopt, Rev. S. R. Frierson asked to be excused from voting, which was not granted, and the report was unanimously adopted.

D. Love, our agent for the Educational Fund, was ordered to pay over the money in his hands, for that object, to the Treasurer of the Presbytery, for our candidate at Oxford. 

Rev. A. J. Foster of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, was invited to sit as a cor​responding member.

Rev. A. P. Smith appeared & gave reasons for tardiness which were sustained. Elder M. K. Bowen appeared as a delegate from Aberdeen Church, gave satisfactory reasons for tardi​ness & took his seat.

Rev. D. F. Smith obtained permission to labor within our bounds.

The Committee on Sustentation made a report which was recommitted. 

Presbytery adjourned till tomorrow morning, 9 o’clock. 










Closed with prayer.








Saturday morning, 9 o’clock








April 16th 1870

Presbytery met according to adjournment, and was opened with prayer. Members present as on yesterday. The minutes of yesterday were read and approved.

The Moderator appointed Rev. S. R. Frierson & R. A. Minniece a committee to examine the Aberdeen session book, which had been just laid upon his table.

The Committee on Education submitted the following report:

“The sum of $444.25 has been contributed for the cause of Education up to the first of April. Of this amount $222.75 has gone to the support of our candidate, Mr. Wither​spoon, who is now prosecuting his studies at the University of the State of Mississippi. The re​maining $221.50 contributed by the Columbus Church has gone to the support of a young man, a member of that Church, who is said to be preparing to enter the ministry. This young man is not under the care of this Presbytery, and we have no assurance that he will ever enter the ministry of our Church, and your committee ask the
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Presbytery to consider, whether it will not be establishing a dangerous precedent to permit the churches under our care to contribute of their substance to educate those outside of the Presbytery, when they are not rendering aid to those who are regularly under our care? From the small amount contributed by the churches for the support of our candidate, your committee have been forced to borrow the sum of ninety dollars to defray his expenses up to this date. This money was obtained without interest & will have to be refunded. A fur​ther sum of one hundred dollars will be necessary to meet his wants up to the close of the pres​ent scholastic year. Your committee had hoped that the oft-repeated appeals made to the churches in behalf of this all-important cause would have placed at our disposal, an amount sufficient to meet all the necessary expenses of this young man. But in this we have been greatly disappointed. It is to be hoped that the Ministers and Elders present, who have not taken up collections for this purpose, will do so immed​iately on their return home, and forward the money so raised to the chairman of your committee at Crawfordville, Miss.” 
Which report was adopted. It was ordered that a public collection be taken up in this church at the 11 o’clock service on Sabbath for the cause of Education. ($25 collected.)
Rev. J. A. Lyon, principal, & Rev. S. R. Frierson, alternate, and Elder N. E. Goodwin, principal, & H. Woods, alternate, were elected commissioners to the General Assembly to meet in Louisville, Kentucky, on the 21st day of May next.

The Meridian Church obtained leave to employ Rev. D. F. Smith as Stated Supply till next meeting of Presbytery, promising him a salary of $100 per month. 

The Committee on the Narrative reported the following which was adopted: 

“The Presbytery of Tombeckbee, in making their report of the state of religion in our churches for the last year
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would record with gratitude the goodness & mercy of the Lord to us-ward. We take pleas​ure in being able to report that every minister in our Presbytery is faithfully & regu​larly engaged in preaching the gospel. A large majority of them have under their care more than one church, and some minister statedly to three or four & notwithstanding this is the case, quite a number of our churches are vacant, and many of them, we fear, neglect the duty of assembling themselves together as often as they should, and con​sequently, vital godliness is in a low state. Of our 44 Churches, 31 have sent up written narratives of the state of religion, from which we gather the following particulars:
1. That the gospel is earnestly & faithfully preached to large & attentive congregations, and while some complain that there is no very marked manifestation of the Spirit’s presence & power; there is a visible & growing interest in divine things. In some churches there is a very decided religious influenced evinced by increased zeal & fervor on the part of pro​fes​sed Christians, and some are being added to the Church of such as we trust shall be saved. Two Churches report extensive revivals & large accessions on profession of faith in Christ. These influences are not passing away like the early dew, but are abiding and increasing, which leads us to hop that God is about to pour out a large blessing upon us, & that many sons & daughters will be born into the kingdom of heaven. More than 100 additions are reported on profession of faith. The reports show that the members of our Churches are living in peace & harmony.
2. But on the other hand we learn that there is too much conformity to the world, on the part of some of our members, and the love & zeal of some grow cold, that there is a dis​po​sition on their part to participate in forbidden & worldly pleasures. Some few in​dulge in the use or ardent spirits as a beverage, in spite of all that experience & observa​tion teach of the evil & the sin. The discipline of the Church has been necessary in a few in​stances, & has re​sulted in much good.
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Weekly prayer meetings are kept up in most of our Churches in towns & in some few in the country. The contributions to the cause of benevolence are much larger, and more general than in the preceding year. But still there is great room for improvement in this particular. A few of our Churches report preaching specially & regularly for the colored people, and several accessions to the Church from them. Some of our Churches have organized Sabbath schools for them, where their children are taught orally the plain truths of the Bible. They are also taught to read, & those who can read are taught the Shorter Catechism, and to read & study the word of God. While there is some improvement in family religion, it is still too much neglected.

In conclusion, we find much in these reports that should lead us to deep humility & repentance before God, and to pray earnestly that he would not take his Holy Spirit away from us, and much that calls for our heartfelt gratitude & thanksgiving to the Giver of all good.”








S. J. Bingham, Chm.

The special committee to whom was referred the Report of the Committee on Supplies made at the last meeting of Presbytery made a report as follows:

“The facts contained in the paper submitted to us are of such a nature as to demand our ear​li​est attention, and most prayerful consideration, in order to meet the pressing wants of our vacant Churches, and prevent the growing evils consequent upon our present system of Supplies. The necessity for prompt action, in giving relief these destitute Churches is forced upon us from the fact, that unless their wants are supplied, they will either seek other connections, or become extinct. This wide field must either be fully occupied at once, or abandoned entirely. That our present system of supplies is both inadequate & impracti​cable, our past experience has fully demonstrated. This, therefore, in the opinion of your com​mittee, ought to be
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given up, and a more feasible plan adopted as speedily as possible. The plan we would recommend, and which has been blessed of God, in other portions of our Church, with a rich harvest of souls, is the Evangelistic system recommended by our General Assembly.
First—Your Committee would therefore recommend that the Presbytery call and appoint Rev. J. N. Carothers to the work of an Evangelist, for the space of six months, clothing him with all the authority of said office, to preach throughout our bounds, especially to our vacant Churches, and to organize new Churches, at such points as the Providence of God may open the way.

Secondly—That our Evangelist may be free from all worldly care, the Presbytery does hereby pledge itself to him in the sum of six hundred dollars, one-half to be paid in 3 months from the time he enters upon the work, and the remainder at the expiration of his time of service.

Thirdly—That in order to raise this sum, a special committee be now appointed, to assess the Churches at this time, according to their financial strength, and that it shall be the duty of the committee so appointed, annually, to make such assessment and that said as​ses​sment shall be in proportion to the ability of the several churches; and that said sums, when collected, shall be forwarded to the Treasurer of Presbytery to be by him paid over to the Evangelist, when due.”








A. H. Barkley, Chm.

The report was received and adopted.

Rev. J. A. Lyon, chairman of the committee appointed at the last meeting, to report on the Book of Church Order submitted a report which was received. Rev. S. R. Frierson moved to amend the report by striking out all that precedes the resolutions, and insert instead:

“That it is inexpedient at this time to adopt or discuss the new Book.” Rev. J. Bardwell asked for the ayes & noes on said motion to be recorded, which resulted as follows: Ayes—Ministers: Frierson, Bardwell, Carothers, Mecklin, Bingham & Kline; Elders: T. L. Carothers, Wilson, McCaskill & Ware. 10.
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Noes—Ministers: Lyon, Love, Barkley, Smith, and Thompson. Elders: Baskin, Kerr, Woods, D. Love, Bowen, Minniece, McFarland, Martin, Welsh, Spann, and Peden 16. The report was adopted, and is as follows:
“The Committee appointed at the last meeting of Presbytery to review the new Book of Church Order, in obedience to the recommendation of the General Assembly (See Assem​bly’s Minutes, p. 396), and report the result to the present meeting report, that they have carefully examined the same, and find in it many radical changes from the old Book, such as a new arrangement of subjects, new phraseology, and new doctrines & principles of church government and discipline. In the judgment of your committee, some of these changes may be regarded as for the better, while others are decidedly for the worse, e.g.,

I. In Chap. V, Sec. iv, sub-sec. 4, also in Sec. v, sub-sec. 11. Also in Sec. VI, sub-sec. 5, the quorum of Presbytery, Synod & the General Assembly are radically changed from the old Book and made larger and variable. For example, four are required as the quorum of Pres​bytery instead of three in the old Book. Ten as the quorum of Synod instead of seven, and eighteen as the quorum of the General Assembly, instead of fourteen; and in every in​stance the presence of Ruling Elders is essential to the existence of a quorum. Conse​quently, the presence of any number of ministers, in any one of these courts cannot con​sti​tute a quorum competent to do business. For illustration, there may be a dozen minis​ters duly assembled at the proper time & place and ready to engage in the business of Presby​tery, yet if there happen to be no Elder present, there is no quorum. A score of min​is​ters or twice that num​ber may be assembled as a Synod, yet unless there happen to be as many as three
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Elders present, there is not a quorum. So of the General Assembly, the presence of a hund​red ministers or more and four Elders will not constitute a quorum, and the body must re​main idle until an additional Elder is present.

II. A new doctrine is introduced into Chap. VI, Sec iii, sub-sec. 4, on the subject of electing a Pastor. It provides that none but ‘communicating members’ of the Church shall vote in the election of a Pastor, nevertheless it permits ‘non-communicating members’ and sup​port​ers of the Church, to cast a separate vote, to be laid before the Presbytery; to furnish data, it would seem, to enable that body to determine whether the voice of the ‘com​municating members’ shall be heard or not. What is this, after all, but a virtual vote? More​over, this provision seems inconsistent with the status and rights assigned to ‘non-com​muni​cating’ members in part ii, Chap II, where they are recognized as being under the government of the Church Session of which the Pastor is Moderator; consequently subject to the discipline of a Pastor, in the election of whom they have had no voice. 
III. In part ii, Chap II, Sec I, it is declared that ‘the responsibility of parents continues during the minority of their children, and so long thereafter as they remain inmates of the family.’ According to this doctrine, parents may be justly arraigned by the Session, for the misconduct of a son or daughter, forty years old, provided they ‘remain inmates of the family.’

IV. In part ii, Chap. IV, Sec. 1 (‘Of Church Censures’) it provides that ‘excommunication & deposition’ shall not be inflicted by a Church Session, ‘without the advice of a Pres​bytery.’ This assumes that a Church Session is not fully in possession of the ‘keys of the visible kingdom of heaven.’ They have the power to open the door, it is true, & let in but not the power to let out. With this prohibition it may happen, that in certain aggravated cases
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when it is important that the notoriously guilty offender should be ‘cut off’ from the Church immediately, in order to remove the scandal that attaches to the Church by her unworthy membership, he may remain, although suspended, a member of the church, until the Presbytery meets, which may be six months after his conviction. 

There are other criticisms which your committee might report, but they deem these suffi​cient to justify the conclusion, that while in some things the New Book is an im​prove​ment on the old, yet in others the change is for the worse. They therefore recommend the adop​tion of the following resolutions.
Resolved I. That in the judgment of this Presby., the advantages gained by the adoption of the new Book, would be more than overbalanced by the disadvantages that would inevi​tably follow.

Resolved II. That this Presbytery respectfully request the General Assembly to discontinue the Committee of Revision.”








J. A. Lyon, Chm.

Rev. J. N. Carothers, Ch,. of the Committee of Bills & Overtures reported Overture No. 1. A memorial from a number of Presbyterians in the vicinity of Scooba Depot, desiring to be organized into a Church in that place. Your committee have investigated the facts in the case, and recommend that the prayer of the memorialists be granted, and that Rev. J. Bardwell, assisted by Rev. A. P. Smith, and such Elders as can conveniently attend, be authorized & appointed to organize a Church at that place at their discretion, if the way be clear, which was adopted.
He also reported Overture No. 2, a memorial from the Presbyterian Church at Marion, Miss., asking that that Church be dissolved and the members transferred to the Meridian Church. Your committee recommend that the petition be granted, which was done.
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Scooba Church was chosen as the next place of meeting of Presbytery.

The Rev. J. Bardwell was authorized to organize a Church at Shuqualak, at such time as may be agreed on, if the way be clear.

A call from the Enterprise Church for the pastoral services of Rev. A. L. Kline was presented & read—and although not made out in due form, it was placed in the hands of Bro. Kline for his consideration, and he, signifying his willingness to accept it, it was ordered that the call be returned to the Church with instruction to make it out in all respects as the Book directs before the 2nd Sabbath in June next, and Rev. Messrs. A. H. Barkley, J. Bardwell and A. P. Smith were appointed a committee to install Rev. A. L. Kline at that time, if the way be clear—Barkley to preside & preach the sermon, Bardwell to deliver the charge to the people, and Smith, the charge to the Pastor.

The Committee of Sustentation made a report through their chairman, which was adopted and is as follows:

“The sum of $352.10/100 has been contributed to this cause during the past year, which shows an increase over the amount received during the preceding year, and is an indi​ca​tion of a more healthy state among our churches. But notwithstanding this healthful fea​ture, our contributions fall far short of the actual wants of the Central Committee, and amount to but about one-half of the sum drawn by us from the general fund. We have received six hundred dollars from the Common Treasury for the past year, and applica​tions have been forwarded to the Central Committee for four hundred more for the pres​ent. These heavy drafts are tending rapidly to exhaust the Treasury and unless our own contributions are enlarged our committee will be greatly embarrassed in attempting to sup​ply the numerous demands made upon them for help.
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Only one-half of our Churches have contributed anything to this cause. We are unable, from the data before us to state whether the contributions for the present year will exceed or fall below that of the past. Your committee have endeavored to impress upon the Churches receiving aid, that the assistance furnished them is only designed to be temp​orary, and that so soon as they are in a condition to help themselves, such assistance will be discontinued. The Central Committee, in obedience to the action of the General Assembly, is endeavoring to bring up the salary of each laboring minister to the sum of $750 per annum. To carry out this plan, and to stir up the Churches more effectually, the chairman of the Central Committee has addressed a circular to all our Presbyteries, which I herewith submit & ask the Presbytery to take such action thereon, as in its wisdom is deemed best.”








J. H. Barkley, Chm.

The Committee of Publication, through their chairman, made the following report, which was received and adopted, viz.:

“According to the order of the General Assembly that a collection be taken up in all our Churches for this object, on the first Sabbath in March, the chairman of your committee addressed a letter to the Sessions of every Church, as far as it was possible, enclosing the circular of Dr. Baird. In which letter I endeavored to impress upon them the importance of this collection & urged them to attend to it, at the appointed time, and remit the money to me immediately. As the result of this effort I have received the sum of thirty-six dollars & fifty cents ($36.50), which has been sent on to the Central Committee at Richmond and the Treasurer’s receipt obtained. Since coming to Presbytery I have received $32.65/100, which will be sent immediately.”








A. P. Smith, Chm.
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Rev. S. J. Bingham reported the organization of a Church at Newton Station, with Wm Boughton & Wm T. Powe, Ruling Elders, and five members, which was approved and the Church enrolled.

Rev. A. L. Kline was authorized to organize a Church at Shubuta at discretion, if the way be clear.

Presbyterial Conference was held—subject was “The Duties of Ruling Elders.” “Con​grega​tional Prayer Meetings” was chosen as the subject for the next Presbyterial Confer​ence and R. B. McCaskill was appointed essayist and T. L. Carothers his alternate.

The appointment for the Presbyterial Sermon was continued for the next meeting—(p. 21).

A Resolution of Thanks to the good people of West Point was unanimously adopted and ordered to be read from the pulpit tomorrow.

The minutes that had not been approved were read and approved, and on motion Presbytery adjourned to meet at Scooba Church on Thursday before the full moon in October next at 11 o’clock a.m.








A. L. Kline, Moderator.








H. Woods, Jr., Tem. Clk.

Attest:

J. N. Carothers, Stated Clerk.

P. S.  I omitted to record, in concluding the above minute, that Presbytery closed with singing and prayer, and the apostolic benediction.








J. N. Carothers, Stated Clk.
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Scooba Church, Kemper County, Miss.







Thursday, 11 o’clock, a.m., Oct. 6th 1870

Presbytery met according to adjournment and was opened with a sermon by the Mod., Rev. S. R. Frierson on II Tim. IV.5-8. After sermon, Presbytery was constituted with prayer. 

The roll was called and the following members were present, viz.:

Ministers


Elders


from

Churches

Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D.

J. M. Peden



Friendship

Rev. J. N. Carothers

C. Bardwell



Starkville

S. R. Frierson


Jno. M. Carothers


Beersheba

A. H. Barkley


D. Love



Bethel & Crawfordville

R. W. Mecklin


W. J. Hannah



Bethsalem & Lebanon

O. H. Smyth


J. Adams



Lawrence
S. J. Bingham


D. D. Dozier



Scooba





G. H. Bennerman


Wahalak

Absent:


J. M. Ware



Perkinsville

Rev. H. C. Smith*

G. S. Collins



Pisgah

Rev. A. P. Smith*

R. B. McCaskill


Meridian

Rev. A. L. Kline

R. R. Spann



Centre Point

Rev. J. H. Thompson

Wm. A. Moseley


Knox

Rev. W. C. Emerson

D. D. Morrison


DeKalb





H. McClaurin



Pendleton

Churches Not Represented.

Columbus, Houston, Enterprise, Carolina,* Okolona, Fairview, Macon,* Garlandsville, Newton, Enon, Salem, Paulding, Montrose, West Point, Toomsuba, Pleasant Spring,* Hamilton, Bethany, Unity,* Good Hope, New Hope, Mt. Moriah, Smyrna, Cooksville, & Louisville.
*--Afterwards appeared.

Rev. R. W. Mecklin was chosen Moderator and Elder R. B. McCaskill, Temporary Clerk.

The minutes of last meeting & the Standing Rules were read.

Rev. J. Bardwell from the committee appointed to organize a Church at Scooba Depot reported that the Church was organized consisting of 20 members with 2 Ruling Elders, viz.: W. A. Moseley
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and H. Wood and 1 Deacon, James Harper, to be known by the name Knox Church, which report was received and the Church taken under our care & enrolled.






Presbytery took recess till 2 ½ o’clock p.m.

After recess Presbytery resumed business, Rev. D. F. Smith presented a certificate & dismission from the Presbytery of South Alabama, and after due examination was re​ceived as a member of this Presbytery. 

The Moderator announced the following committees, viz.:

On Devotional Exercises—Rev. J. Bardwell & D. Dozier.

On Assessment—Rev. S. J. Love, J. M. Peden & Jno. M. Carothers.

On Narrative—Rev. O. H. P. Smyth, J. M. Ware & W. A. Moseley.

On Overtures—Rev. S. J. Bingham, C. Bardwell, & W. J. Hannah.

On Minutes of Assembly—Rev. S. R. Frierson, D. Love & J. Adams.

Judicial—Rev. J. N. Carothers, G. H. Gennerman & R. B. McCaskill.

Mr. Cornelius Miller, a member of Columbus Church, was introduced to Presbytery, de​siring to be taken under our care as a candidate for the gospel ministry. He was examined on experimental religion and his views and motives in seeking the ministry, which exam​ination being satisfactory, he was received as a candidate under care of this Presbytery.

Mr. Henderson, Elder from Pleasant Springs Church, appeared & gave satisfactory rea​sons for tardiness.

The committee appointed to install Rev. A. L. Kline Pastor of the Church at Enterprise reported that in obedience to the order of Presbytery they went to Enterprise for that pur​pose, but, not finding the way clear, were unable to perform the service, which report was received and approved & the committee discharged.

The committee appointed to organize a Church at Shuqualak reported, that owing to the fact that the community were undecided as to its locality, the church was not yet organ​ized, which report was received and the committee was continued.

It was made the order of the day for tomorrow at 10 o’clock, a.m., to hear the report of the Committee on Education, and at 2 ½ o’clock, p.m., to hear the report of the Commit​tee on Sustentation.
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A letter was read from Bro. A. Y. Hannah, an Elder of Bethsalem Church, and referred to a committee consisting of Rev. S. R. Frierson and Elder C. Bardwell. 

It was made the first order of the day for tomorrow morning to hear the report of the commissioners to the General Assembly.

A petition from the churches of Mt. Moriah and Newton Station, asking that they be united, under the name of Mount Moriah, was presented, read & considered. Whereupon it was Resolved, that the prayer of the petitioners be granted. 

It was made the second order of the day for tomorrow afternoon to hear the narratives from the churches.

Rev. R. W. Mecklin offered a Preamble & Resolution which were adopted as follows:

“Whereas there seems to be a growing neglect on the part of some members of the churches under our care with regard to the sacrament of Infant Baptism, and a repre​hen​sible indifference to this ordinance, inasmuch as this sacrament, thus applied, is affec​tionately cherished, and most firmly believed in by the Presbyterian Church, there​fore
Resolved That this Presbytery require each Church Session within our bounds, to report at our next Spring meeting, the number in its bounds, of unbaptized youth, who are or were, through their parents, entitled to this sacrament.”

Presbytery adjourned to meet tomorrow morning at 9 o’clock










Closed with prayer.








Friday morning, Oct. 7th 1870

Presbytery met according to adjournment and was opened with prayer. The minutes of yesterday were read and approved. Rev. H. C. Smith appeared & gave reasons for tardi​ness, also for absence from last meeting, which were sustained.

The Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D., our commissioner to the General Assembly made a report for himself and the Elder N. E. Goodwin, of their faithful and punctual attendance &c., set​ting forth the position taken by them on the subject of Correspondence with the
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Northern General Assembly, and the considerations & reasons which influenced them to vote with the minority. The report was received, and the consideration thereof deferred until after the report of the Committee on the Minutes of the General Assembly.
A united petition of Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D. and the Presbyterian Church at Columbus, Miss., praying the dissolution of the Pastoral relation, in order that Dr. Lyon may accept the Professorship to which he had been elected in the University of Mississippi, was pre​sented and duly considered—Wherefore it Resolved that the prayer be granted, and that Dr. Lyon preach at Columbus on next Sabbath and declare the Church vacant.
The Committee on Education made a report as follows:

“The whole amount received for this cause, during the past six months, is $112.35. The amount furnished Mr. Witherspoon by your committee for the quarter ending in June last, was one hundred dollars, leaving a balance in the Treasury of $12.35. On the return of Mr. Witherspoon to the University the present year, your committee furnished him the further sum of seventy dollars, making a balance of fifty-seven dollars and sixty-five cents due the chairman of the committee. The receipts of the present session amount to thirty-six dollars and 85 cents, leaving a balance still due the chairman of twenty dollars and eighty cents. Since the last meeting of Presbytery the sum of one hundred & sixty-two dollars have been contributed by the Columbus Church, and deposited in the bank for this cause. Mr. Cornelius Miller a candidate for the gospel ministry under care of this Presbytery has drawn of this amount, on his return to college, the sum of one hundred & twelve dollars, leaving a balance of fifty dollars subject to the order of Presbytery. The Columbus Church has taken Mr. Miller under its special charge and is pledged to him in the sum of $200 a year during the time he is prosecuting his collegiate & theological studies.
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The noble example on the part of this one Church is worthy of imitation, and we com​mend it to the other Churches under our care, and respectfully ask is there not ability enough in the remaining forty Churches, to educate Mr. Witherspoon, the only other candi​date unprovided for? This ability we do possess, and all that is wanting to bring about its accomplishment is a mind to the work.”
On motion of Rev. J. Bardwell, Rev. A. H. Barkley, Rev. S. J. Love & Elder J. M. Ware were appointed a committee to assess the Churches in behalf of Education.

Rev. A. P. Smith appeared and gave satisfactory reasons for tardiness. Elder James Dow​dle of Unity Church appeared and gave reasons for tardiness which were sustained.

Starkville Church obtained leave to employ Rev. S. R. Frierson as Stated Supply three-fourths of his time on a salary of $750 for the ensuing year.








Presbytery took recess till 2 o’clock.

After recess Presbytery resumed business.

The Committee on Sustentation made a report as follows:
“The receipts for sustentation & the relief of disabled ministers and the widows & or​ph​ans of such as are deceased, amounts to $94.15. Of this sum $71.91 have been for​warded to the Central Committee, the receipt whereof has not yet been acknowledged The remaining $22.25 contributed at our present sessions, will be forwarded in due time. On the adjournment of the last Presbytery your committee applied to the Central Com​mit​tee to have the salaries of three of our ministers supplemented, viz.: Rev. H. C. Smith, Rev. S. J. Bingham & Rev. J. N. Carothers. Some two months afterwards, your committee was informed that the applications in behalf of Rev. Messrs. Smith & Carothers had failed to reach them. The application was renewed but with a like result, and on being informed of this fact a third application was made, and in September last we were informed by the secretary of the Central Committee
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that this application was received too late for assistance the present year. But one of our ministers, therefore is receiving aid at this time from the Common Treasury. The rates in which we are drawing from the common fund is two hundred dollars per annum, whilst our contributions, for the past six months, amount to only $94.15. Leaving out of view the increase of our membership for the past year, and taking the reported membership in all of our churches for 1869, would bring our contributions to this cause, if equally dis​trib​uted to a fraction over eight cents per member. This startling fact alone, to say nothing of the smallness of our contributions to other causes, calls loudly upon us to cultivate the grace of giving. The facts herein presented are far from being encouraging & compel us to say to our Ministers & Elders: ‘Brethren these things ought not so to be.’ We trust these facts, humiliating as they are in themselves, will serve to stimulate us to a greater degree of activity & self-denial in promoting the cause of Christ.”
A. M. Dinsmore, Elder from Macon Church, appeared & gave reasons for tardiness which were satisfactory. 

It was ordered that the Standing Rules of this Presbytery be published in connection with the abstract of the minutes of this meeting of Presbytery.

R. Wilson, Elder from Carolina Church, appeared & gave satisfactory reasons for tardi​ness.

Aberdeen was chosen as the place for the next meeting of Presbytery.

Okolona Church obtained leave to employ Rev. S. J. Love, three-fourths of his time, for the ensuing six months on a salary of $800 per annum, and Fairview the remaining one-fourth of his time at the rate of $200 per annum.
A call was presented from Good Hope & Pendleton Churches, each for half the minis​terial services of Rev. H. C. Smith, which, being found in order, was placed in the hands of Bro. Smith, and he accepted the same. Whereupon Rev. Messrs S. J. Bingham, D. F. Smith & A. L. Kline were appointed to install him Pastor of said Churches on the 3rd Sabbath in November next. Rev. S. J. Bingham
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to preach the sermon, preside & propound the constitutional questions, Rev. D. F. Smith to deliver the charge to the people & Rev. A. L. Kline to charge the Pastor.
The Macon Church obtained permission to employ Rev. J. Bardwell one-fourth of his time on a salary of $200 per annum. The Knox Church, one-fourth of his time for $300, and Scooba Church the remaining fourth for $250.
West Point Church obtained leave to employ Rev J. N. Carothers one-fourth of his time for the ensuing year, promising him at least $200, and as much more as could be raised.

Rev A. P. Smith, Rev. S. J. Love & Elder D. D. Morrison were appointed a Committee on Supplies. 

Presbytery adjourned to meet tomorrow morning at 9 o’clock.










Closed with prayer.








Saturday morning, Oct. 8th 1870

Presbytery met according to adjournment, and was opened with prayer. Minutes of yes​ter​day were read & approved.

Rev E. Anderson of the Presbytery of Tuskaloosa, Ala., being present was invited to sit as a corresponding member.
The Committee on Bills & Overtures reported Overture No 1, from Bethsalem Church Session asking Presbytery to approve the act of said Session in suspending certain pe​rsons for engaging in and encouraging promiscuous dancing, recommending the fol​low​ing answer, which was adopted:

“The Presbytery approves of the action of Session in the premises, and refer the Church to the decision of the General Assembly of 1867 & 1868, and of this Presbytery last fall at Garlandsville.”

No. 2. “If a church member being guilty of the sin of fornication, appear before Session & profess repentance, should such member be suspended from the communion of the Church until the sincerity of the repentance be tested?” Answer. “When the offence is generally known, the honor of religion demands suspension, otherwise it may be left to the discretion of the Session.”
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No. 3. “When to any specified charge the accused pleads guilty, are witnesses neces​sary?” Answered in the negative.
No. 4. If a member of the Church persist in absenting him or herself from the Commun​ion table as many as two or three times, without a good excuse, does such member be​come a proper subject of discipline?” Answer: “Yes.”

The report was received and adopted.

Rev. J. Bardwell offered the following resolution which was adopted:

“Resolved, That Standing Rule No. 12 be repealed, and instead thereof that Presbytery earnestly enjoin upon all our Church Sessions to hold their delegates to Presbytery to a strict account, requiring them to report to the Session their attendance or non-attendance; the Session to take action upon such reports, approving or censuring, & record the same, and the neglect of a Session so to do shall be made a matter of exception to the records when examined by Presbytery.”
The Committee on Supplies made their report which was received & adopted as follows:

That Rev. D. F. Smith 

preach at

Toomsuba at discretion
That Rev. A. H. Barkley




Pleasant Springs at discretion

That Rev. S. J Love





Hamilton at discretion

That Rev. S. R. Frierson




Perkinsville at discretion

That Rev. H. C. Smith





Philadelphus at discretion

That Rev. O. H. P. Smith




Enon on discretion
That Rev. J. Bardwell





Cooksville at discretion

That Rev. S. J. Bingham




Smyrna at discretion

That Rev. S. J. Love





DeKalb at discretion

That Rev. A. L. Kline





New Hope at discretion

That Rev. J. N. Carothers




Unity at discretion

That Rev. R. W. Mecklin




Louisville at discretion.

The Committee on Minutes of the General Assembly made their report, which was re​ceived & adopted as follows:

1. That the Churches be requested to forward to the Spring meeting of Presbytery fifty cents each for the purpose of procuring the Minutes of the General Assembly for distri​bution among the churches (See p. 505).

2. That an Executive Committee be appointed by this Presbytery who shall take oversight of the Sabbath school work, vested with all powers needful to carry out the injunctions
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of the Assembly found on page 512 in reference to this matter—and to report to each meeting of Presbytery, and that Hon. N. E. Goodwin be chairman of it.
3. That the fourth Thursday of February next be appointed as a day of special prayer in behalf of our youth, and for more laborers in the vineyard of the Lord; or if impracticable in any case, to observe that day, that either on the preceding or succeeding Sabbath, min​isters in the sanctuary lead the thoughts and prayers of the people to this subject. 

4. On pp. 518 & 519 on the subject of sustentation our committee recommend that it be enjoined upon feeble churches contiguous to each other, to consult unity of action in seek​ing ministerial supplies, and by mutual aid endeavor to support the gospel rather than depend upon the Com. of Sustentation.

5. On the subject of correspondence with the Northern Assembly, your committee would submit the following minute: “While the Presbytery accords its commissioners to the last General Assembly of having zealously & ably discharged their duty, according to their private convictions as honestly entertained by them, yet this Presbytery does approve of the action taken by the last General Assembly in regard to correspondence between the Northern and Southern Assemblies; and would earnestly recommend the careful perusal of the Pastoral letter adopted by that Assembly, on that subject to all our church mem​bers.” 

After a recess of 5 minutes the Presbyterial sermon was preached by Rev. S. R. Frierson on the doctrine of the Resurrection. 







Presbytery took recess till 2 o’clock, p.m.
After recess Presbytery met. The special committee to assess the Churches in behalf of Edu​cation reported the following assessment, which was adopted: Friendship, Aberdeen, Bethsalem & Meridian $25 each. Starkville, Bethel, Lebanon $20, Houston, Beersheba, Enterprise, Okolona, Knox, Perkinsville, Pisgah, Unity, Smyrna, DeKalb, $10,
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Fairview, Scooba $8 each, Crawfordville, Wahalak, Macon, Paulding, Garlandsville, Montrose, West Point, Mount Moriah, Cooksville, Louisville $5 each, Lawrence, Toom​suba, Pleasant Spring, Hamilton, Good Hope, Carolina, Enon, Salem, Bethany $2 each, making an aggregate $560.

Presbyterial Conference was opened with an essay by Elder R. B. McCaskill on “Con​gregational Prayer Meetings.” The roll was then called & the members expressed their views.

“The duty of giving for the support of the gospel at home and abroad,” was selected as the subject for the next Presbyterial sermon, & Rev. S. J. Love was appointed to preach it. “Church Discipline” was chosen as the subject for next Presbyterial Conference, and Elder J. M. Ware was appointed essayist.

The Committee to prepare a Narrative for Synod made their report, which was received, amended and adopted, and ordered to be forwarded to Synod.
The special committee to whom the letter of Elder A. Y. Hannah was referred, reported a response thereto, expressing the affectionate condolence & hearty sympathy of the Pres​bytery in the infirmities & sore afflictions of the aged brother, which was received and ordered to be forwarded to Brother Hannah.

A Resolution of Thanks was offered & adopted for the kindness and hospitality extended to the members of Presbytery and for the reduced fare upon the railroads. 

The minutes having been read and approved, Presbytery adjourned to meet at Aberdeen, Miss. on Thursday before the full moon in April next at 11 o’clock a.m. Closed with singing, prayer and the apostolic benediction.







A. W. Mecklin, Moderator.








R. B. McCaskill, T. C.

Attest: 

J. N. Carothers, S. C.
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Aberdeen, Miss. 








March 30th 1871

Presbytery met at 11 o’clock a.m., according to adjournment and was opened with a sermon by the Moderator, Rev. R. W. Mecklin, from Zechariah IV.6. After sermon Pres​bytery was constituted with prayer.

The roll was called and the following members were present, viz.:

Ministers


Elders


from

Churches
Rev. S. R. Frierson

M. W. Peden



Friendship

Rev. R. W. Mecklin

Albion Ames



Starkville

Rev. J. N. Carothers

John M. Carothers


Beersheba

Rev. A. H. Barkley

D. Love



Bethel & Crawfordville

Rev. A. P. Smith

J. M. Henson



Aberdeen

Rev. S. J. Bingham

W. R. Morrow



Carolina

Rev. D. F. Smith

J. M. Carter



Okolona





J. Y. Lipscomb


Scooba

Absent:


R. E. Adams



Wahalak

Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D.

S. G. Loughridge


Garlandsville

Rev. J. Bardwell

T. L. Carothers


West Point

Rev. J. H. Thompson

R. A. Minniece


Hamilton

Rev. H. C. Smith

J. M. Ware



Perkinsville

Rev. W. C. Emerson

R. F. Houston



Meridian

Rev. S. J. Love was chosen Moderator and Elder J. M. Ware Temporary Clerk.

The Stated Clerk read a communication from Rev. A. L. Kline who has removed to Bran​don, Miss., asking a dismission to join the Central Mississippi Presbytery. This request was granted, and the Stated Clerk ordered to forward his certificate.

Bishop Payne, of the Methodist Episcopal Church South, being present, was invited to sit as a corresponding member. Rev. Y. A. Bozeman, of the Baptist Church, was also invited to sit as a corresponding member.






Presbytery took recess till 2 ½ o’clock p.m.

[pp. 53-54 missing in original]
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After recess, Presbytery resumed business.

The Stated Clerk read a communication from Rev J. A. Thompson, giving reasons for absence and asking a dismission to join the Presbytery of New Orleans. His reasons were sustained and his request was granted.

The Moderator announced the following committees, viz.:

(Note. The paper containing these committees was lost.)

It was made the order of the day for tomorrow, 10 o’clock, to hear the narratives from the Churches & to hand in Statistical Reports from the Churches, and Saturday afternoon at 3 o’clock was fixed as the time for Presbyterial Conference.

Rev. S. J. Love was excused from the duty of preaching the presbyterial Sermon, and the same appointment was continued for next meeting.

The minutes of last meeting and the Standing Rules were read, and Presbytery adjourned till tomorrow morning, 9 o’clock.








Closed with prayer.








Friday morning, 9 o’clock








March 31st/71

Presbytery met according to adjournment, and was opened with prayer. Members present as on yesterday. The minutes of yesterday were read & corrected.

A communication was read from Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D., assigning pressing duties in the University as his reason for absence from the present meeting, which was sustained.

Narratives of the State of Religion in the several Churches here represented were read and placed in the hands of the Committee on the narrative.

Rev. J. Bardwell appeared, and gave satisfactory reasons for tardiness, as did also Dr O. Hendricks, Elder from Macon Church. 

Carolina Church obtained leave to employ Rev. O. H. P. Smyth one-forth of his time for the ensuing year, promising him one hundred & fifty dollars.







Presbytery took recess till 2 ½ o’clock p.m.








2 ½ o’clock p.m.

Presbytery met. Rev. J. N. Carothers was chosen principal commissioner to the General Assembly to meet at Huntsville, Ala., on the 18th of May next, and Rev. S. J. Love, his alternate, and Elder R. F. Houston, principal, and A. Ames, his alternate.
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Rev. D. F. Smith offered the following Preamble and Resolutions, which were adopted, viz.:
In view of the spiritual destitutions of many of our churches, and the necessity of in​creased activity among the officers & members, Resolved That this Presbytery appoint a special committee of five, to nominate, during its present sessions, persons of suitable gifts, to hold meetings and speak the word of exhortation, in churches in their respective bounds, in the absence of ministers, with the consent of the Sessions, and in destitute neigh​borhoods, according to the advice of our General Assembly at Mobile in May 1869. 

The committee was appointed, consisting of Rev. D. F. Smith, Rev. A. P. Smith and Elders R. F. Houston, O. Hendricks, and L. L. Carothers. 
A united request from Rev. R. W. Mecklin and the congregation of Bethsalem, asking to have the Pastoral relation existing between them dissolved was presented, read and considered. Whereupon it was Resolved, that the request be granted, and that Rev. R. W. Mecklin be appointed to preach at said Church on the 3rd Sabbath in April & declare the Church vacant.

Perkinsville was chosen as the place for the next meeting of Presbytery. 

The Standing Rule fixing the time of the regular meetings of Presbytery was changed from the Thursday before the full moon in April & October to the Thursday before the full moon in March & September.

Rev. J. M. Carothers was appointed a delegate to attend the convention ordered by the last General Assembly, to meet at Huntsville, Ala., on the Monday night preceding the meeting of the Assembly, to consider the subject of Education.
The order of the day for 3 o’clock, p.m., was reconsidered and the time for Presbyterial Conference was changed to 11 o’clock a.m., on tomorrow.

Presbytery adjourned till tomorrow morning, 9 o’clock.
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Closed with prayer.







Saturday morning, 9 o’clock








April 1st
Presbytery met, and was opened with prayer. Members present as on yesterday. The minutes of yesterday were read & approved. The Standing Rule in reference to the time of the meeting of Presbytery was suspended, at the request of the Elder from Perkinsville, and the Thursday before the fourth Sabbath in August was made the time for the next meeting.

The Standing Committee of Publication reported the following sums collected & for​warded for that object, viz.: From Bethel Church $6, From Meridian Church $10, From Paulding Church $4, From Centre Point Church $4, making $24. His report was received.

The chairman of the Committee of Sustentation made the following report, which was received & approved:

“The committee report, that the aggregate receipts, for this object, for the past six months, so far as made known to your committee, amount to eighty dollars & fifteen cents. Tak​ing this sum as a fair average, and presuming that the contributions to this cause, for the next six months, will not exceed a similar amount, would make the entire amount given to this object reach the small sum of one hundred & sixty dollars & thirty cents. These con​tributions come from sixteen of our churches, while the twenty-eight remaining churches in our bounds are doing absolutely nothing, so far as our knowledge of them ex​tends. The drafts already made upon the common treasury, to meet the pressing wants of this Presbytery for the present year have reached the sum of five hundred & twenty-five dollars. The benefits derived by this Presbytery from the common fund exceed our contri​bu​tions about three hundred & sixty-five dollars. This startling fact demands our atten​tion, and is the most potent argument to urge all our churches to cultivate the grace of giving.”

The chairman of the Committee on Education reported as follows:

“Your committee in presenting their report for the last six months are happy to state that the contributions from some of the churches
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to this cause have greatly increased, and we trust others may be led to follow their exam​ple. The whole amount contributed during the past six months is three hundred & eight dollars. This amount includes sixty-seven dollars contributed by the Columbus Church for the support of Mr. Cornelius Miller, a candidate for the gospel ministry now under our care, which leaves a balance of two hundred & forty-one dollars. These con​tributions are drawn from about nineteen churches, leaving twenty-four, from which no response has been made to the appeals addressed to them for assistance. Your committee have fur​nished Mr. Witherspoon the sum of two hundred & eight dollars. It will be seen that the amount furnished the candidate exceeds the amount contributed by some thirty-eight dollars. The necessities of the case demand prompt action, and we would once more appeal to the churches, and ask them, through their Ministers and Elders, to send forward their contributions and aid us in this our time of need.”
The chairman of the Standing Committee of Foreign Missions being absent, Rev. S. R. Frierson & Elder Albion Ames were appointed that committee pro tem, to receive con​tributions to that object.

The Committee on the Narrative reported the following:

“Only eighteen of our forty-four churches have reported to us their spiritual condition, con​sequently our information is limited. From the narratives placed in our hands, we glean the following facts. A number of our churches are without the regular ministrations of the word of truth. Some have the privilege of hearing the voice of the living minister only once, & some twice in each month. Family prayer & home religious instruction are too-much neglected. In some places, there is a manifest disregard to the proper observ​ance of the Sabbath. While we may record some improvement in our Sabbath schools, yet we do not find that zeal & activity in this department
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of the work of the Church which its importance demands. In some instances, parents, for​getting that the vows of God are upon them, have failed to present their children to re​ceive the seal of the Covenant in the ordinance of Baptism. Contributions to the various schemes of benevolence have not been in proportion to the temporal prosperity of our people. In view of these delinquencies, we would bow in the dust and ask forgiveness of God. We note, however, with grateful hearts, some evidences of progress. Some churches report an increase of harmony & brotherly love, as well as of zeal and activity in the mas​ter’s service. Several churches have had encouraging accessions, and one reports a prec​ious and genuine revival of religion. We rejoice in these tokens of the presence of the Holy Spirit and gathering fresh courage, at the command of our Great Redeemer, we ‘go forward.’” The report was received and adopted & ordered to be forwarded to the Gen​eral Assembly.

The Stated Clerk was directed to write to the vacant churches, and urge upon them the duty of sending up to each meeting of Presbytery the several reports required of them, by mail, when they cannot be represented, or to forward them to him prior to the meeting of presbytery at his office in Houston.

Rev. J. Bardwell asked Presbytery to authorize J. F. McLeod, the only remaining elder of Centre Point Church, and himself, to grant letters of dismission to R. R. Spann and his family to join the Garlandsville Church, as a quorum cannot be constituted according to the requirement of our Form of Government, Chap. IX, Sec 2, which request was granted.

The Committee on the Records of Meridian, Hamilton, Garlandsville & Perkinsville Churches reported, recommending their approval, and the report was adopted.

The order of the day for 11 o’clock was taken up, viz.: Presbyterial Conference. Elder J. M. Ware opened the conference with an essay on Church Discipline, after which the roll was called, and the members expressed their views on the subject. 

Dr. Ebert of the Methodist Episcopal Church South, being present, was invited to sit as a corresponding member.
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“The proper observance of the Sabbath” was chosen as the subject for the next Pres​by​terial Conference. Elder James M. Carter was appointed essayist.







Presbytery took recess till 2 ½ o’clock p.m.








2 ½ o’clock p.m.

Presbytery met. Leave of absence was granted to Rev. O. H. P. Smyth and Elders D. C. McFarland, W. R. Morrow & J. Y. Lipscomb.

The several committees on the Records of Aberdeen, Bethany, Lebanon & Okolona Churches reported, recommending their approval, which was adopted. The Committee on the Records of Beersheba Church recommended their approval except 1st That the Book has not been before Presbytery since 1862, 2nd. The meetings of Session are not closed with prayer, and the report was adopted. 

Leave of absence was granted to Elder S. G. Loughridge.

The Records of Bethel & Crawfordville Churches were approved. The Records of Bethsalem Church were approved except 1st. There is no record of the report of the delegate to the last meeting of Presbytery, 2nd. That an offending member was not dealt with agreeably to the answer of Presbytery to an overture from that Church, presented at its last meeting. The Records of Macon Church were approved, except that there is no record of the report of the delegate appointed to this Presbytery at its last meeting, which is required by a Standing Rule of this Presbytery. The Records of Starkville Church were approved. The Records of Scooba Church were approved, except that on one occasion the Session was neither opened nor closed with prayer. 

It was Resolved That this Presbytery heartily approve of the establishment of the Relief fund for the widows & orphans of ministers at their decease, and earnestly recommend to the churches under our care to establish, at an early day, claims for the families of their respective ministers in accordance with the plan adopted by the General Assembly in May 1870.
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The special committee appointed to nominate suitable persons to hold meetings & to give the word of exhortation, recommended to Presbytery the appointment of the following individuals, viz.: N. E. Goodwin, J. A. Minniece, J. M. Ware, Joseph C. Carothers, A. McCallum, W. H. Perkins, W. Hannah, B. F. Smyth, A. G. Ellis, and Dr. S. Campbell. Their report was received and the nominations confirmed.
Bethsalem Church, through their delegate, asked leave to employ Rev. R. W. Mecklin, as Stated Supply one-half his time, promising him at the rate of $400 per annum. The re​quest was granted. Macon Church obtained leave to employ Rev. Joseph Bardwell two Sabbaths in each month at a salary of $550 per annum. Garlandsville, Montrose & Pisgah Churches obtained leave to employ Rev. S. J. Bingham, each, one-fourth of his time for the next twelve months, Garlandsville promising him $250, Montrose $200 and Pisgah, sum not specified.
Resolved That in making out Statistical Reports to Presbytery, the Sessions be, and they are hereby instructed to omit those names on the church roll who are living without their bounds, and have been from under supervision of the Session for more than 12 months, unless the Session be fully acquainted with their whereabouts & mode of life. These names however are not to be erased from the roll until removed by death or dismissed. The Stated Clerk was directed to urge delinquent Churches to forward their Commis​sioner’s Fund to him without delay. 

The thanks of Presbytery were tendered to the citizens of Aberdeen, who have extended such marked kindness & hospitality to the members of Presbytery, and to the officers of the railroads that have extended favors to its members in the way of transportation.

The committee on the Records of West Point Church recommended their approval, which was adopted.
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The minutes that had not been read & approved were read and adopted, and on motion Presbytery adjourned to meet at Perkinsville on the Thursday before the fourth Sabbath in August at 11 o’clock a.m. (Aug. 24th 1871). Closed with singing, prayer and benediction.








S. J. Love, Moderator.








J. M. Ware, Tem. Clk.

Attest:
J. N. Carothers, Stated Clerk.








Perkinsville, [Miss.]








August 24th 1871

Presbytery met according to adjournment, and in the absence of the Moderator, was opened with a sermon by Rev. R. W. Mecklin, the last moderator present, from I Cor. XII.12th [verse]: “For as the body is one,” &c. After sermon the Presbytery was consti​tuted with prayer.

Rev. S. R. Frierson, Rev. R. W. Mecklin & Rev. A. H. Barkley, with Ruling Elders D. Love from Bethel & Crawfordville, Joseph C. Carothers from Starkville, James Love from Lebanon, W. Hannah from Bethsalem and J. L. Austin [?] from Perkinsville were present (other members being detained by delay of transportation). 







Presbytery took recess till 2 ½ o’clock p.m.

After recess, Presbytery met. The roll was called, and the following additional members were then found to be present, viz.:
Ministers: J. M. Carothers, S. J. Love, A. P. Smith, D. F. Smith, S. J. Bingham, and J. Bardwell.

Elders: B. F. Smith from Louisville; Thos. Lofton from Carolina; J. M. Peden from Friend​ship; D. W. Hamiter from Garlandsville; J. M. Carter from Okolona; J. M. Caro​thers from Beersheba; S. M. Johnson from Meridian; W. A. McMillan from Aberdeen; J. Adams from Lawrence & T. J. Peden from Pleasant Spring.

Rev. S. J. Bingham was chosen Moderator, and Elder D. W. Hamiter, Temporary Clerk.

The Minutes and Standing Rules were read.

The Stated Clerk called the attention of Presbytery to some papers of the last meeting of Presbytery which he had deemed proper
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not to record in the book till some further notice be taken of them by Presbytery; and requested that a committee be appointed to whom these papers shall be referred, to report a suitable minute to be recorded. This request was granted, and a committee was appointed, consisting of Rev. J. Bardwell, Rev. A. P. Smith, with Elders B. F. Smith, W. Hannah & W. A. McMillan.

It was made the order of the day for 9 o’clock, a.m., on tomorrow, to hear the Narratives of Religion from the several Churches, and for 3 o’clock, p.m., to hear the report of the Committee on Sustentation; and the Report of the Committee on Publication immediately after—and the report of the Committee on Education, at 10 o’clock, a.m., on Saturday—the Presbyterial Sermon at 11 o’clock and Presbyterial Conference at 3 p.m., same day.

Rev. S. R. Frierson was appointed to act as chairman of the Committee of Foreign Missions, in the absence of the chairman, Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D., to receive and forward money for that object.

The Moderator announced the following committees:

On Devotional Exercises—Rev. S. R. Frierson & J. L. Austin.

On Narrative—Rev. A. P. Smith & J. Adams.

On Bills & Overtures—Rev. R. W. Mecklin & J. C. Carothers
On Minutes of Assembly—J. N. Carothers & B. F. Smith.

On Assessment—A. H. Barkley & D. Love.

The Stated Clerk reported that he had written to several individuals appointed at the last meeting to hold religious meetings and to speak the word of exhortation in their respect​ive bounds, and requested them to report to Presbytery at this meeting—that Mr. W. H. Perkins of Artesia, finding it impracticable to meet the Presbytery, had made a report through him, by letter, which he read, and his report was received as satisfactory & highly gratifying. B. F. Smith of Louisville & J. C. Carothers of Starkville, being present, also made their reports, others were heard from; Whereupon a committee was appointed to report on this subject, consisting of Rev. D. F. Smith, Rev. S. J. Love and Elder J. M. Carter. 

Presbytery adjourned to meet at 8 ½ o’clock tomorrow morning.










Closed with prayer.
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Friday morning, 8 ½ o’clock,







Aug. 25th
Presbytery met, and was opened with prayer. Present as on yesterday.

W. A. Mosely from Knox Church appeared, gave reasons for tardiness, which were sus​tained.
The minutes of yesterday were read & corrected.

Narratives of the State of Religion from the several churches were called for & those present were read & referred to the Committee on the Narrative.

Presbytery then took recess till after public worship,







after which Presbytery resumed business.

Rev. A. H. Barkley read a letter from Mr. Cornelius Miller, a candidate under care of this Presbytery, and about to finish his collegiate course at Oxford, Miss., asking a letter of dis​mission from the care of this Presbytery, in order to place himself under the care of the West Hanover Presbytery, Va., assigning as his reason for so doing, that assurances have been received from a leading member of that Presbytery, who is also a professor in Union Theological Seminary, that the necessary financial assistance would be given, to enable him to prosecute his theological studies in connection with the aforesaid seminary. Whereupon Rev. Joseph Bardwell offered the following, which was adopted:

Resolved, that his request be granted, solely on the ground of necessity. While this Pres​bytery recognizes its right to direct the training of its candidates, to prescribe the insti​tutions, both literary and theological, which they shall attend, and while we express the fullest confidence in, and the strongest attachment to Union Theological Seminary, and the noble men connected therewith, still it feels itself more immediately identified with the Theological Seminary at Columbia, S. C.—to which under all ordinary circum​stances it would send its candidates to receive their theological training.

Rev. S. R. Frierson introduced Mr Joseph C. Carothers a member, and Ruling Elder of the Starkville Church, who desired to be received under care of Presbytery as a candidate for the gospel ministry. After a careful & very satisfactory examination as to his experi​mental piety, & his views and motives in seeking the ministry
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he was received under our care.
Rev. A. H. Barkley, chairman of our Committee of Sustentation, made his report which was received and approved & is as follows:

“For the past four months, only eleven dollars, and this from one Church (Friendship) has been contributed to this object since our last report. The hope which we then expressed, that the Churches were growing in the grace of giving has not been fully realized. But six​teen churches reported contributions to this cause at our last meeting, the remaining twenty-seven have as yet made no response to our repeated calls in behalf of this cause. Five hundred & twenty-five dollars have been appropriated by the Central Committee, to aid feeble churches in our midst, and one-half of this sum has already been received, and the balance will be forwarded to us by the first of October. The difference between this sum and our contributions last spring amount to three hundred & sixty-five dollars. To sup​ply this deficiency the Central Committee must draw upon the common treasury, and thus the mites contributed by weaker churches in other Presbyteries will go to feed us, who are able to support ourselves. The truth which these facts present to our mind is fear​ful in its import, and demands at our hands, a prayerful consideration. To give of our sub​stance is a Christian duty, and could we but get the widow’s mite from every member of the churches within our bounds, there would be no lack in our treasury. We need to culti​vate a more liberal spirit in regard to this great cause, and to pray to God to give us a mind to the work.”

On motion Presbytery engaged in prayer for the outpouring of God’s Spirit upon our churches, that He would incline our people to consecrate their substance more fully unto the Lord, thus furnishing the means necessary to prepare our candidates for the great work of preaching the gospel, and supply our vast destitutions with the bread of life.

Rev. J. N. Carothers, our commissioner to the last General Assembly, reported his attend​ance &c., and also read a letter from Elder R. F. Houston reporting his attendance &c., which reports were received & approved. The funds reported as still remaining in their hands, were
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ordered to be paid on the salary of Stated Clerk.
The committee to whom was referred certain papers, by request of Stated Clerk, reported recommending that the following record be made, as set forth in said papers, being a part of the proceedings of last meeting, not yet recorded, and their report was adopted as fol​lows, viz.:

Whereas at the last Presbytery (i.e., the fall meeting in 1870), it was ordered that no record be made in reference to the report of the Commissioners to the Assembly, save that “the commissioners made their report,” and whereas the minutes as recorded give a run​ning history of the doings of our commissioners at said Assembly, Therefore Re​sol​ved that all after the words “the commissioners made their report, which was received” be stricken out.

Rev. S. R. Frierson offered the following paper:

“Whereas it appeared that one or both of our commissioners to the last General Assembly have felt aggrieved by the action of this Presbytery at its last meeting, Therefore Re​solved, that while the Presbytery reaffirms its former action, it does not wish to de​prive the commissioners of the benefit of the fact, that one of them on the floor of Pres​bytery, when nominated, did define, perhaps as clearly as it was possible to do, in matters future and contingent, the course which he would pursue, in the event of any overture from the Northern to the Southern Assembly. Yet their action with the minority, on the question of correspondence between the Northern & Southern Assemblies is not in har​mony with the views of this Presbytery.” This paper was almost unanimously rejected, on the ground that the members of Presbytery did not understand the said commissioner as de​fining at the time of his nomination the course he would & did pursue in reference to the question of correspondence between the Northern & Southern Assemblies, a question at that time unknown. Brother Frierson then asked leave to record a protest to this action of Presby​tery which was refused because of its reference to the action of the Presbytery last fall. Brother Frierson called for the yeas & noes, and upon a motion to reconsider, the ayes & noes were stricken out. Brother Frierson gave notice that he entered his dissent
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from the action, striking out the ayes & noes. 

Leave of absence was granted Elder Joseph Adams.

Meridian was chosen as the place for the next Spring meeting of the Presby.

The committee on the minutes of the General Assembly reported that they had not yet come to hand, and the committee was continued.

“Justification” was chosen as the subject for next Presbyterial Sermon, and Rev. A. P. Smith appointed to preach it. “The Best Method of Conducting Sabbath Schools” was se​lected as the subject for next Presbyterial Conference and Elder Joseph C. Carothers appointed essayist, and D. W. Hamiter his alternate.

Presbytery adjourned to meet at 9 o’clock on Saturday morning.










Closed with prayer.








Saturday morning, 9 o’clock








Aug. 26th
Presbytery met pursuant to adjournment and was opened with prayer. Minutes of yes​ter​day read & approved & it was made a Standing Rule of this Presbytery, That the first half hour of each morning session be spent in devotional exercises.

Rev. D. F. Smith, chairman of the Committee on the subject of Elders holding religious meetings &c made the following report, which was received and adopted:

“This Presbytery in designating individuals to hold religious meetings, and offer the word of exhortation, do not design to clothe these individuals with ministerial authority, but in view of our great destitutions, and the paucity of ministers, to stimulate them to a new consecration to the service of our Divine Master, and to more earnest efforts in the Lord’s vineyard. This accords with the action of the General Assembly at Mobile in 1869.

2nd. Presbytery have heard with feelings of gratitude & pleasure reports of successful labor in destitute places of some of the brethren appointed at our last meeting.

3rd. In the appointments already made, or which may hereafter be made, Presbytery does not discourage, but most heartily encourages all scriptural efforts to advance the kingdom of Christ, on the part of others to whom the Lord has given the will and the ability to work.

4th. As to the mode of conducting religious meetings we can lay down no specific rule but leave each one to the exercise of his own enlightened judgment.
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5th. The committee recommend the appointment of the following additional individuals, viz.: John McCallum of Enon, J. J. Carter of Meridian and D. W. Hamiter of Garlands​ville.”
Rev. A. P. Smith, chairman of the Committee of Publication reported that no funds had come into his hands for that object since last meeting of Presbytery. 

Rev. A. H. Barkley, chairman of the Committee of Education made his report, which was received and adopted, as follows:

“That the total receipts for this cause, during the past year amount to $466.10. While the disbursements for the same time have reached the sum of $585, which shews the dis​burse​ments to exceed the receipts in the sum of $118.90. To make up this deficiency and keep one of our candidates at the University, drafts were made upon the private resources of the treasurer, believing that the Presbytery would assume the responsibility, and liquid​ate the debt at its present meeting. At the present meeting this body has entered into new relations and assumed additional responsibilities. We still have two candidates. One will complete his academic course the present year, the other, whom we have but recently re​ceived, is ready to enter the Theological Seminary. But where are the means to defray their expenses? Will you compel your committee to say to these young brethren, the Treas​ury is empty? Such must be the case, unless an immediate and liberal response to the call for aid comes up from our churches. Something must be done, and that quickly, or these brethren will have to give up their studies for a time. There are no large sums de​manded or even asked for from the people, but of your penury we simply ask that one day’s living shall be consecrated to this purpose. This will replenish our treasury, and give us the means to send these young brethren on their way rejoicing.”
The Committee on Assessment was instructed to assess the Churches, in proportion to their respective financial ability, to raise the funds needed for this object, and the follow​ing assessment was adopted, viz.:
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      Churches

Educ.
Com. Fund
      Churches

Educ.
Com. Fund

1.   Columbus

$50
$10

23. Philadelphus
$10
$1

2.   Meridian

  25
    8

24. Knox

  10        2

3.   Bethel

  25
    6

25. Enon

  10 
  2

4.   Aberdeen

  25
    7

26. Lebanon

  10
  2.50

5.   Starkville

  24          6

27. Fairview

  10
  3

6.   Friendship

  20
    7

28. Good Hope
    8        3

7.   Bethsalem

  20          7

29. Montrose

    8        2

8.   Okolona

  18
    6

30. Lawrence

    5
  1.50

9.   Crawfordville
  15          5                  31. Hamilton

    5        2

10. Smyrna

  15
    3

32. Carolina

    6        2

11. Macon

  12          4

33. Toomsuba

    5        3

12. Garlandsville
  10
    2.50

34. Bethany

    5        2

13. Beersheba

  10
    2.50

35. Cooksville

    5
  2.50

14. Pisgah

  10
    3

36. West Point

    5 
  2

15. Scooba

  12
    4

37. Centre Point
    5        2

16. Wahalak

  10
    4

38. Pleasant Spring
    5
  2

17. Perkinsville
  10
    2

39. Paulding

    5        1.50

18. Louisville

  10          3

40. Pendleton

    5        2

19. Houston

  10          3

41. Mount Moriah
    5        2

20. Enterprise

  10
    6

42. New Hope

    5        1

21. Unity

  10          3                  43. Salem

    5        1

22. DeKalb

  10
    3

      Sum Total
           $498    $147

Rev. A. H. Barkley offered the following, which was adopted: 
“Whereas the crying destitutions in our bounds are such as to call for the services of an Evangelist, Therefore, Resolved, That the Lebanon & Bethsalem Churches be requested to release their Pastor & Stated supply, Rev. R. W. Mecklin, from his engagement to them until the meeting of Synod the first of November next, and that he be and that he is hereby appointed our Evangelist, up to that time, to visit our vacant churches, as far as may be in his power, to preach to them, administer the sacraments &c and to present to them the cause of Sustentation & receive their contributions, and the Presbytery hereby releases his churches from their pecuniary obligations to him during the time he is thus employed, and promises him at the rate of $100 per month.”
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Rev. J. Bardwell, Rev. A. P. Smith & Elder McMillan obtained leave of absence from the remaining sessions.
Presbytery heard the Presbyterial Sermon, preached by Rev. S. J. Love, on the duty of giving to support the gospel at home and abroad, as previously appointed.

After public worship, the Committee on the Narrative reported the following, which was adopted & ordered to be forwarded to Synod:

“The Presbytery of Tombeckbee, in making their annual report to Synod, of the state of religion within our bounds, would record & thereby express their gratitude, for the goodness & mercy of the Lord, which has been manifested toward us. It is a pleasure to us to be able to state that all of our ministers are faithfully & regularly engaged in preaching the everlasting Gospel. The most of them have more than one church under their care. Several have three or four; and yet notwithstanding all this nearly half of our churches are without the regular ministrations of the word, and seldom if ever enjoy the services of the sanctuary, according to our sacred & time-honored forms. We have de​vised and tried various plans to supply, in part at least, this destitution. We are now acting upon the Assembly’s suggestion, and have appointed several of our Elders and private mem​bers, as lay Exhorters, that they may as occasion presents itself, speak the word of exhortation. These appointments have generally been accepted, and we hope and believe that the plan is working for the glory of God. But we mourn over the fact that because of the great destitutions, the people too often forsake the assembling of themselves together. Vital godliness is therefore in a low state, and because iniquity abounds the love of many grows cold. Of our forty-three Churches, eighteen only have sent up written narratives, from which we gather the following facts—1st. That though the gospel is regularly & zeal​ously preached in many of our churches, yet our hearts are burdened with the fact, and we are compelled to pour forth the lamentation, ‘Who hath believed our report & to whom is the arm of the Lord revealed?’ 
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We have no very marked and visible fruits of these labors to report. There have been additions to many of our churches. The various enterprises of the Assembly are kept constantly before the various charges. The sums thus collected, though small, we believe are cheerfully given. Our Sabbath schools, when regularly kept up, are well attended, and on the whole present an encouraging aspect. 2nd. On the other hand we are made to mourn over the worldly conformity of too many of our people. Family religion, we fear, is entirely neglected on the part of many, and that watchful care over the children of the Church which was once our principle & our pride, has ceased, as to its strict observance. In conclusion, we find much in these reports, that should lead us to deep humility before God—and they should stimulate us to pray earnestly, that God would not take his Holy Spirit from us, but that he would revive us again, that his people may rejoice.”
Leave of absence from the remaining sessions of presbytery was granted to Rev. R. W. Mecklin & Elder B. F. Smyth.






Presbytery took recess till 2 ½ o’clock p.m.,

after which Presbytery resumed business.

Okolona Church obtained leave to continue the services of Rev. S. J. Love as Stated Sup​ply three-fourths of his time, for the ensuing year, promising him $800 to be paid quar​terly. 

The order of the day, viz., Presbyterial Conference was taken up, and it was opened with an essay by Elder Jas. M. Carter, on “The Sabbath & Its Proper Observance.” The roll was then called & the members expressed their views on the subject. 

It was ordered that a collection be taken up in this Church on tomorrow for the cause of Education.

The Starkville Church obtained permission to continue the services of Rev. S. R. Frier​son, as Stated Supply, three-fourths of his time, for the ensuing year, at a salary of $750.

The thanks of Presbytery were tendered to the good people of Perkinsville for their warm & generous hospitality and to the railroads for their favors in the way of transportation.

The minutes were read & approved and Presbytery adjourned to meet at the call of the Moderator, during the sittings of Synod, in November, at Vicksburg. Closed with singing & prayer & the benediction.







S. J. Bingham, Moderator.








D. H. Hamiter, Tem. Clerk.

Attest: 

J. N. Carothers, Stated Clk.
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Approved as far as written.


Thos. R. Markham, Moderator of Synod

Vicksburg, Dec 9th 1871.








Vicksburg, Miss.








Thursday, Dec. 7th 71

The meeting of Synod having been postponed for one month, on account of Yellow Fever at Vicksburg, the Presbytery did not meet until the date above written. Presbytery met at the call of the Moderator, and was opened with prayer.

The following members were present, viz.:

Ministers


Elders


from

Churches

Rev. S. J. Bingham

R. B. McCaskill


Meridian

Rev. J. N. Carothers

Allen White



Houston

Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D.

F. E. Adams



Paulding

Rev. O. H. P. Smyth

A. Ames



Starkville

Rev. A. P. Smith

J. F. Harry



Garlandsville

Rev. R. W. Mecklin

D. C. McFarland


Lawrence
Rev. A. H. Barkley

J. M. Henson



Aberdeen

Rev. S. R. Frierson

Rev. R. W. Mecklin presented a request, accompanied with a full statement of the reasons therefore and also the proceedings of a regular congregational meeting of the Lebanon Church, uniting with him in the request to have the Pastoral relation existing between himself and said Church dissolved; Whereupon Presbytery did dissolve said Pastoral relation, and Rev. O. H. P. Smith was appointed to preach at said Church at his earliest convenience, and declare the pulpit vacant.

Rev. R. W. Mecklin reported that he had not performed any evangelistic labor, under the appointment of the last regular meeting of Presbytery, and gave satisfactory reasons. He then made application to Presbytery for a dismission to join the Presbytery of North Mis​sis​sippi, which was granted.
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Application was made for a Church to be organized at Lauderdale, and also to re​-or​gan​ize the Church at Marion, Miss. Pending the consideration of said applications, Presby​tery took recess, to meet at the call of the Moderator.
Friday night, 7 o’clock,

Dec. 8th 1871.

Presbytery met. Present as on yesterday. The minutes of yesterday were read.

A letter was presented and read from members of the Presbyterian Church at Lauderdale, Miss., praying to be organized into a Church. Also a letter from Rev. D. F. Smith touching the same subject, and also in regard to the organization of the Church at Marion, Miss. Whereupon a committee consisting of Rev. Messrs D. F. Smith and S. J. Bingham was appointed to organize a Church at Lauderdale, and whenever they may deem it expedient, they are also authorized to reorganize the Church at Marion.
Presbytery took recess to meet again at the call of Moderator.








Saturday 1 ½ o’clock, p.m.








Dec. 9th 1871

Presbytery met at the call of the Moderator. Present as on last night. Rev. J. N. Carothers, chairman of the Committee on Minutes of the General Assembly made a report, which was received, adopted and is as follows—

“1st. Your committee would call the special attention of Presbytery to the important subject of Education as brought to the notice of the General Assembly by the convention, and recommend that this Presbytery does heartily endorse & approve the action of the General Assembly in reference to this matter.

2nd. To the report of the Committee on the Annual Report of the Executive Committee of Education on pages 24 & 25 of the printed Minutes, & especially to the 4th and 5th  res​olu​tions of said report and is recommended 1st. That all funds collected within our bounds for this object be used, as heretofore, in support of our own candidates, when they are needed; but that the chairman of our Education Committee be instructed to report semi​annually to the Assembly’s Executive Committee the amount contributed and the use made of the same.
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Secondly, That it be enjoined upon our churches to observe the fourth Thursday in Febru​ary as a day of special prayer in behalf of all the youth of our land in course of literary training, and especially that God would call many of the sons of the Church to dedicate themselves to his service in the ministry of the gospel; and that he would baptize the Church with a spirit of liberality to this cause—and we recommend further, that a col​lection be taken up, wherever practicable, on the next Sabbath thereafter in aid of our present candidates.
3rd. To the resolutions adopted by the Assembly on the subject of Evangelistic labor on page 36. First, enjoining upon all the Presbyteries to send up specific reports on this subject to the Assembly. Secondly, the third resolution directs that a collection be made in all our churches for the Evangelistic fund on the first Sunday in April, or as near that time as may be convenient, which collections should be forwarded immediately to the chairman of our Sustentation Committee at Crawfordville, Miss.

In view of the destitutions in our own bounds, this Presbytery is specially called upon to give the most earnest and prompt attention to this subject so that, if possible, we may keep an Evangelist in the field all the time.

4th. On page 27 pastors are urged to greater fidelity in preaching to the children of their respective charges, and it is earnestly recommended that Sabbath schools be conducted in every Church where it is practicable, under the supervision of the Pastor & Session, and that collections be taken up in every Sabbath school for all the benevolent schemes of the Church, to the end that the children may have their minds trained to the duty of giving. We recommend that it be enjoined upon all our churches to send up to each Spring meeting of Presbytery, full reports not only of statistical facts, but also as to the particular manner of instruction & the mode of operation, in their
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respective schools, to enable the Presbytery to make a full and satisfactory report to the General Assembly on this subject.
5th. On page 32, it is made the duty of all the Presbyteries to take measures to disseminate proper instruction among our people, as to the duty, and the obligation of Christian Parents to present their children, at the proper time for baptism, and to send up to the next meeting of the Assembly, specific reports on this subject.
6th. In the report of the Committee on sustentation (pages 34 & 35) it is enjoined upon the Presbyteries, to set apart some particular time for special prayer & consultation, in regard to this matter. Secondly, to provide for the visitation of all the churches, by commissions of Ministers & Elders, to see how they stand & to stir them up to increased efforts in its behalf, and the Assembly recommends that each Pastor & Stated Supply with the consent of his charge, devote at least one month, in the course of the next 12 months, to laboring in vacant Churches, in promotion of this cause, and presbyteries are required to send to the next Assembly a full report on this whole subject.

7th. On page 37 of the printed Minutes, there is a Pastoral Letter on Systematic Be​nev​olence. We recommend that all our ministers be requested to read it to their re​spective congregations & impress it upon their minds.

8th. This Presbytery is now assessed $25 for the contingent fund of the General Assem​bly.”

Presbytery, having finished its business, adjourned to meet at Meridian, Miss., on Thurs​day the 21st day of March next, at 11 o’clock a.m. Closed with prayer and the apostolic benediction.








S. J. Bingham, Mod.








J. N. Carothers, Clk.

Attest:

J. N. Carothers, S. C.
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Meridian, Miss, March 21st 1872
Presbytery met according to adjournment, and was opened with a sermon by the last Moderator present, Rev. S. J. Love. After sermon Presbytery was constituted with prayer. 

The roll was called and the following members were present, viz:

Ministers


Elders


from

Churches

Rev. A. P. Smith

Wm Bell



Starkville

Rev. J. Bardwell

T. J. Steen



Friendship

Rev. J. N. Carothers

James McNair



Carolina

Rev. A. H. Barkley

J. M. Carter



Okolona

S. J. Love


R. F. Houston



Meridian

D. F. Smith


Wm A. Mosely


Knox





R. A. Minniece



Hamilton

Absent



J. M. Ware



Perkinsville

S. R. Frierson*

J. A. Lyon, D.D.

O. H. P. Smyth*

S. J. Bingham*

H. C. Smith*

*Afterwards appeared

Rev. John A. Hines & Rev. W. E. Ellis of the Methodist Episcopal Church South, being present, were invited to sit as corresponding members.

Rev. A. H. Barkley was chosen Moderator and Elder J. M. Ware, Temporary Clerk.

Presbytery took recess till 2 ½ o’clock, p.m.








2 ½ o’clock p.m.

Presbytery met. Elders D. W. Hamiter, from Garlandsville, D. C. McFarland from Lawrence, & A. McCallum from Pisgah appeared & took their seats. 

The minutes of the regular meeting at Perkinsville and of the adjourned meeting at Vicks​burg, and the Standing Rules were read. Standing Rule No 18 was so amended as to read “That the first half hour of each morning session be spent in devotional exercises to be conducted by the Moderator, or by any member that he may designate.”
Rev. D. F. Smith from the committee appointed to organize a Church at Lauderdale Station reported that the Church was duly organized on the 13th day of January 1872, to be known as the Lauderdale Church, consisting of two Ruling Elders, viz.: W. A. Silli​man & H. B. Keith, one Deacon, & six members. The report was received, the Church ordered to be enrolled and
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Elder H. B. Keith, being present, was invited to take his seat as a member of Presbytery. The Moderator appointed the following committees:
On Devotional Exercises—Rev. D. F. Smith & R. F. Houston.

On Bills & Overtures—Rev. S. J. Love & J. M. Carter.

On Narrative—Joseph Bardwell & R. A. Minniece.

On Sabbath Schools—Rev. S. J. Love & J. M. Carter.

On Infant Baptism—Rev. J. M. Carothers & R. A. Minniece.

On Evangelistic Work—Rev. A. P. Smith & H. B. Keith.

On Sessional Records as follows:
Starkville, Aberdeen, Macon, Unity, Good Hope, & Columbus: Rev. J. N. Carothers & J. M. Carter.

Friendship, Bethel, Crawfordville, Carolina & Okolona: Rev. A. P. Smith & R. A. Minniece.

Garlandsville, Meridian, Paulding, Knox, Lebanon, New Hope, Houston, Bethsalem, Wahalak and Scooba: Rev. O. H. P. Smyth & Jas McNair.

Pleasant Spring, Fairview, DeKalb, Beersheba, Enterprise, Lawrence, Enon, Salem, Montrose, Toomsuba, West Point, Hamilton, Perkinsville, Pisgah, & Lauderdale: Rev. J. Bardwell & W. A. Moseley.

Mount Moriah, Smyrna, Centre Point, Cooksville, Louisville, Pendleton, & Philadelphus: Rev. D. F. Smith & T. J. Steens.

Rev. O. H. P. Smyth appeared and gave satisfactory reasons for tardiness. A letter was received from Rev. S. R. Frierson giving reasons for absence, which were sustained. Rev. D. F. Smith & Rev. J. Bardwell gave reasons for absence at the adjourned meeting at Vicksburg, which were sustained.

The Hamilton Church, having only two Ruling Elders, and one of them having removed out of the bounds of said congregation and desiring to be dismissed therefrom; It was ordered by Presbytery that Rev. A. P. Smith be instructed to hold a meeting of Session with the remaining Elder for the purpose of acting in the premises.

A communication was received from Rev. S. J. Bingham, giving reasons for absence from the present meeting, which reasons were entirely satisfactory.

It was made the order of the day for Saturday morning 10 o’clock, to hear reports from the Presbyterial Committees and for tomorrow morning, 11 o’clock, to hold the Pres​byterial Conference & for Saturday night, Presbyterial Sermon [and]
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to hear the narratives from the churches immediately after the devotional exercises to​mor​row morning.
Rev. S. J. Love and Elder W. A. Moseley were chosen principal commissioners to the General Assembly and Rev. O. F. Smith and Elder J. M. Carter their alternates.

Friendship Church was chosen as the place for the next regular meeting of Presbytery, and Wednesday the 11th day of September, the time.

Presbytery adjourned to meet tomorrow morning at 9 o’clock.










Closed with prayer.








Friday morning, 9 o’clock








March 22nd 1872.

Presbytery met, and was opened with prayer. Members present as on yesterday, with the addition of Elder L. B. Brown from Enterprise. The first half hour was spent in devo​tional exercises conducted by Rev. J. N. Carothers.

Rev. A. H. Barkley communicated to Presbytery that his elder, D. Love, an old & much-esteemed brother, was confined to his sick bed & thought it probable he would never meet us in Presbytery again. Whereupon a committee consisting of Rev. A. P. Smith & Elder W. A. Moseley was appointed to address to him a letter of condolence & sympathy in behalf of the presbytery. 

Rev. D. F. Smith was appointed chairman pro tem of Committee of Foreign Missions, to receive funds for that object.
Narratives were read from the following Churches, viz.: Aberdeen, Macon, Friendship, Houston, Bethel, Crawford, Columbus, Carolina, Louisville, Okolona, Garlandsville, Mer​idian, Knox, Lawrence, Hamilton, & Perkinsville. Verbal reports were made from the following Churches, which had not sent up written narratives: Starkville, Paulding, Leba​non, New Hope, DeKalb, Bethsalem, Pisgah, Lauderdale, Enterprise, Wahalak, Scooba & Enterprise. 

The order of the day for 11 o’clock, viz.: Presbyterial Conference, was postponed till 11 o’clock tomorrow. Statistical Reports were handed in from the following Churches—Enterprise, Friendship, Meridian, Carolina, Houston, Garlandsville, Macon, Hamilton, Lawrence, Perkinsville, Okolona, Bethel, Crawford & Knox.
Rev. H. C. Smith appeared and gave reasons for 
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tardiness, also for absence from former meetings, which were sustained. 

It was made the first order of the day for tomorrow morning, to hear reports from Sabbath schools. The Committees on Sessional Records were ordered to report immediately after recess.






Presbytery took recess until 2 ½ o’clock.

After recess Presbytery met. Duncan Kelly from Toomsuba Church appeared & took his seat.

The Committees on Records made their reports, and the records of the following Churches were approved, viz.: Bethel, Meridian, Knox, Hamilton, Lauderdale, Starkville, Friend​ship, Houston and Columbia. Garlandsville was approved except that the Book had not been before Presbytery within two years; Crawford, except 1st. The delegates to Pres​bytery & Synod had made no report to Session of attendance; 2nd. On page 44 it is said that Mr Cavenaugh had been elected to the office of Ruling Elder, when it should have been ordained. Okolona—except that a Ruling Elder was elected in September 1870, represented his Church in Presbytery in April 1871 and was afterward ordained. Perkins​ville—except no delegate was appointed to Synod last fall. Lawrence, except no record of reports of delegates to presbytery or Synod. Enterprise—except 1st. The Book had not been submitted to Presbytery for 2 years. 2nd. Two records on page 30 not sessional busi​ness. Macon—except there is a meeting of Session recorded which was neither opened nor closed with prayer. Aberdeen—except that on page 72, the minute does not show whe​ther the delegate to Synod attended or not.
Rev. J. W. Moseley, through Rev. H. C. Smith asked leave to labor within our bounds for the next six months, which was granted.

Elders R. A. Minniece and L. B. Brown obtained leave of absence from the remaining ses​sions of Presbytery. 

Rev. H. C. Smith presented a request from Enon Church asking Pres​by​tery to take steps to organize three churches contiguous to them, Whereupon Presby​tery resolved to post​pone the consideration of this request till the next regular meeting. 

Rev. M. J. McLean of Tuskaloosa Presbytery appeared, and was invited to sit as a cor​responding member. Elders B. F. Smyth from Louisville and
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J. W. Johnson, from Bethsalem appeared & took their seats. Enterprise Church obtained leave to employ Rev. S. J. Bingham two Sabbaths in each month for the ensuing year, promising him a salary of five hundred dollars. 

Rev. A. H. Barkley presented a request from the Columbus Church, that Presbytery hold an adjourned meeting at Columbus the first week in April for a special purpose; Where​upon it was resolved, That in the opinion of Presbytery, such a meeting is neither impera​tive nor necessary. But permission is granted to said Church, to employ the services of Rev. H. B. Boude until the next regular meeting of Presbytery.
Presbytery adjourned until tomorrow morning, 9 o’clock.









Closed with prayer.








Saturday morning, 9 o’clock








March 23rd 1872

Presbytery met, opened with prayer, and spent half an hour in devotional exercises, conducted by Rev. A. P. Smith. The minutes of yesterday were read & corrected.

Meridian Church obtained leave to employ Rev. D. F. Smith as Stated Supply for the next 12 months, promising him not less than one hundred dollars per month, and as much more as could be raised.

Rev. A. H. Barkley, chairman of Committee of Sustentation made his report as follows:

“In inaugurating this scheme of Sustentation, the object of the Assembly, as set forth in the report of the Executive Committee to the last Assembly, is twofold in its character, viz.: To provide means to enable feeble churches to support the preaching of the gospel, in which is included assistance in the erection & repairs of Church buildings; and also to afford aid in carrying on the Missionary or Evangelistic work in the bounds of the several Presbyteries. To enable the Executive Committee to carry out and perfect this object, the means must be placed at their disposal by the presbyteries, and in proportion as the Pres​by​tery comes to the aid of the Assembly, committee, just in that proportion, are their hands strengthened for the work before them.
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One fact must ever be borne in mind, that whilst the committee proposes to aid in the support of feeble churches; yet it was never intended that this aid should be a permanent arrangement, and the assistance is given with a view to help the church or churches which receives such assistance to become self sustaining. By reference to the minutes of the last Assembly it will be seen that this Presbytery contributed the sum of $70 to this cause. Our last report shows that eleven dollars had been contributed during the space of four months. Since which time, a further sum of $72.50 has been reported to your committee, making the sum total, so far as known to your committee, eighty-three dollars & fifty cents. During the same time, as a Presbytery, we have drawn from the Common Treasury the sum of five hundred and twenty-five dollars. These facts stand as a lasting rebuke to the lukewarmness and indifference of our churches to the whole subject. This is a crying evil and your committee are pained at the necessity which forces them to make this dis​closure. But the truth must be told, and it is hoped that the facts presented to-day will stimulate us to greater diligence, and especially that it may bring up our delinquent churches to the full discharge of their duty.”
The following Churches presented reports on Sabbath schools, viz.: Starkville, Aberdeen, Macon, Friendship, Bethel, Crawford, Columbus, Carolina, Okolona, Garlandsville, Mer​idian, Houston, Bethsalem, Scooba, Knox, Enterprise, Lawrence, Enon, Toomsuba, Paulding, Pisgah, Good Hope, Centre Point, Louisville & Lauderdale.

Rev. F. Whitfield of the Baptist Church and Rev. J. L. Ross of the Cumberland Presby​terian Church were invited to sit as corresponding members.

Presbyterial Conference was introduced with an essay by Elder D. W. Hamiter on “The Best method of Conducting Sabbath Schools.” 






Presbytery then took recess till 2 ½ o’clock p.m.

After recess, the roll was called and the members expressed their views & conference closed.
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Rev. A. P. Smith offered the following resolution which was adopted—“Re​sol​ved, That a committee consisting of five Ruling Elders be appointed by this Presbytery to prepare, and report to Presbytery at its next meeting, a letter to their brethren of the Eldership and the Deacons, in all our Churches, on the subject of Systematic Benevolence, as it regards Pastoral support, Sustentation, Education, Publication, and Missions.” Elders J. M. Car​ter, W. A. Mosely, J. M. Ware, H. B. Keith, and B. F. Smyth were appointed that com​mit​tee.
The Wahalak, Scooba, & Knox Churches jointly obtained permission to employ Rev. J. Bardwell one-half his time, during the ensuing year, promising him $500. The Macon Church asked and obtained leave to employ him the other half of his time at the same salary.

Bethsalem Church asked permission to employ Rev. J. J. McLean, of Tuskaloosa Pres​bytery, one-half of his time for the next 12 months at a salary of $400, Louisville Church to employ him one-fourth of his time for $200, and Perkinsville the remaining forth of his time for $250, to be paid monthly, all which requests were granted, and the said Rev. M. J. McLean had leave to labor within our bounds for the next six months.

Garlandsville Church applied, and obtained leave to employ Rev. S. J. Bingham, one-fourth of his time for the year 1872, promising him $275. Lawrence & Mount Moriah Churches jointly obtained permission to employ him one-fourth of his time, promising him $325.
Rev. J. N. Carothers, chairman of committee to prepare a report to the General Assembly on the subject of Infant Baptism presented the following, which was adopted and ordered to be forwarded to the Assembly: “The neglect on the part of Christian parents to present their children at the proper time for baptism became so apparent in some portions
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of our bounds, that this Presbytery, some two years ago, passed an order, instructing the respective Sessions of all our Churches to report to Presbytery the number of children entitled to this sacrament, belonging to the families composing the several Churches, that had not been baptized. The result was that a close investigation of this matter became necessary in order to make these reports to Presbytery, and [indecipherable word] though the attention was called to the duty and obligation of Christian parents in this regard. And it was found that it was only necessary to ‘stir up their pure minds by way of remem​brance,’ and since that time, the Narratives of the State of Religion that come up from our churches, from time to time, take special notice of this subject, and there has been a grad​ual improvement discovered, until now in our last reports, or narratives, most of our churches report that this duty is promptly & faithfully performed. It is true we do not hear from all the churches, but it affords us great pleasure to be able to report to the General Assembly, that the efforts of this Presbytery, in this direction, and the action of the last Assembly, leading to the dissemination of more light on this important subject, are work​ing admirably for the interest of the children of the covenant, and for the sustentation of this holy & time-honored institution.” 

Rev. J. Bardwell, Chairman of the Committee on the Narrative, reported the following:
“This Presbytery consists of 44 churches and only eleven ministers. Of these 44 churches about 2/3 have enjoyed the regular ministrations of the word during the past year, some of our ministers serving two, three, four, and even five or six churches monthly, and most of the remaining and vacant churches have been visited once or twice during this same time. It is a matter worthy of notice, that all the ministers of this Presbytery are regularly & faithfully engaged in preaching the gospel. The attendance on the public ministrations of the word is generally good, and peace and harmony prevail throughout our bounds.
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One or two of our churches report precious seasons of revival and several others have re​ceived valuable accessions from time to time, indicating a healthy growth. Family wor​ship seems to be more generally & faithfully observed than formerly. Most of the churches that have sent up their narratives indicate the faithful observance of the duty on the part of parents, of dedicating their children to the Lord in the ordinance of baptism. Sabbath school instruction is receiving increased attention and eliciting much zeal in many of our churches. Contributions to the several schemes of benevolence, while far from being as liberal as they should be, are assuming a more systematic form, which promises good. For these evidences of the Divine presence among us we would express our devout gratitude to God and take courage to go forward with renewed energy and zeal,” which narrative was adopted and ordered to be forwarded to the General Assem​bly.
Elder D. W. Hamiter asked and obtained leave of absence.

Rev. A. H. Barkley, chairman of Committee on Education made his report as follows:

“The committee, in presenting their report, desire to call the attention of Presbytery to the fact, that at its last sessions, Presbytery assessed the churches under its care the sum of $498 for this cause. Of the 44 churches in our bounds, seventeen have paid their asses​sments, which, in the aggregate, amount to something more than half of the entire sum assessed. This very encouraging, on the part of those churches which have so promptly responded to this necessity, and shows that they esteem it a great privilege to give of their substance to the Lord. The burden, however, falls invariably, upon these churches to sus​tain this cause. The remaining 27 rarely, if ever, give anything to aid this object. There is an indifference to the calls of benevolence, manifested by some of our churches that is fearful to behold, and this indifference is having its effect upon other churches, which have hitherto been prompt and liberal in their responses. The total amount of receipts for this cause, since the last
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meeting of Presbytery is $266.60. The disbursements for the same time amount to $329.90. Of this sum $100 has been paid to Mr. J. C. Carothers, who is now at the seminary, and the remaining $229.90 furnished Mr. Jerry Witherspoon, at the University. It will be seen that the disbursements exceed the receipts in the sum of $63.30, which added to the excess of disbursements, as per last report, makes the sum of $182.20 due the Treasurer. Could the delinquent churches be brought up to the discharge of their duty, the present embarrassed condition of the Treasury would be relieved, and a sufficiency left to meet the current expenses of Mr. Witherspoon for the balance of the scholastic year. Some of the delinquent churches have the largest memberships of any in our bounds, and are abundantly able to meet their assessments. Brethren, these things ought not so to be. And we would urge upon all the members of Presbytery representing those delinquent churches to bring this matter before them on their return, and take up collec​tions for this object & forward the same to the chairman of this committee at Craw​ford​ville, Miss.” This report was received and adopted.
Rev. S. J. Love, of the Committee on Sabbath Schools, made a report which was re​ceived, adopted & ordered to be forwarded to the General Assembly as follows: “This Presbytery has given this subject earnest attention for years. At our present session, some 19 or 20 Churches have sent up satisfactory, and in many cases, highly encouraging re​ports. The great majority of these schools are purely Presbyterian in their principles, char​acters & order. Six are what we term Union schools, in which there are children of other denominations. The aggregate attendance of teachers in the schools reported are about 148, of pupils, about 900. The Larger & Shorter Catechisms, Union Questions, Jacobus Motes Questions in the Earnest Worker & Children’s Friend, and especially the scrip​tures, are the sources of instruction employed. When we survey the whole field we may regard the work as only well begun but comparing the present with the past, we have reason to bless God and take courage. The Church of Christ among us seems to be fully alive to the great principle enunciated by our Lord & Master
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“Train up a child,” &c. That the Sabbath school is the nursery of the Church, that there can be no well-ordered organization without this arm and agency for the advancement of Christ’s kingdom. Our conviction is that many worldlings as well as members of Christ’s Church, are being increasingly impressed with the fact that we are not born for ourselves merely, but that every soul within the range of our influence is, in some sense, under our spiritual care. The Church of God never will come up to the full measure of her responsibility, until the great gospel principle be fully recognized, of every one teaching his neighbor and his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord, until all shall [know] him from the least unto the greatest.”
Rev. A. P. Smith chairman of the Committee of Publication reported, that since our last meeting only 9 dollars has been paid to the committee for that object, four dollars from Crawford Church and five dollars from Bethel Church. 

The committee appointed to prepare a letter address to Elder D. Love, submitted the following, which was adopted, and ordered to be forwarded to him:

“Dear Father & Brother in the Lord,

As a Presbytery we would address you with the warmest Christian salutations. Your Pastor has made known to us your deep affliction and severe illness, by which you are con​fined to your house and consequently deprived of the pleasure which your accus​tomed energy & activity afforded you. We rejoice to know, however, that your faith & confidence in your Heavenly Father, and in Jesus Christ, your all-sufficient Savior is sure, steadfast & sustaining. Whilst therefore, as a Presbytery, we feel the most ardent sympathy for you in your day of bodily calamity, we rejoice that it is thus manifest that the grace of God is sufficient for you. As individuals then, and as a body, we earnestly pray, that that covenant-keeping god, in whose service you take such delight, would verify to you all his exceedingly great and precious promises. This now is the time in your history, for the exercise of that abiding assurance in God’s sovereignty, & that special providence which has been
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the comfort of the believer in all ages. We greatly regret that in your present condition you are, to a great extent, deprived of those privileges that the public worship of God with the congregation in his sanctuary, has always afforded you. But the dealings of god with Abraham, Isaac & Jacob, and all the Bible worthies only prove to us, that amid these dispensations, we must be still and know that he is God.
‘When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie

My grace all sufficient shall be thy supply.

The flames shall not hurt thee, I only design

Thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine.

E’en down to old age all my people shall prove

My sovereign, eternal, unchangeable love
And when hoary hairs shall their temples adorn

Like lambs they shall still in my bosom be borne.

The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose

I will not, I will not desert to his foes

That soul, though all hell, should endeavor to shake

I’ll never, no never, no never forsake.’

This God, who thus mysteriously, yet kindly deals with his children, is a prayer-hearing, a prayer-answering, and covenant-keeping god, who doth not willingly afflict his disciples, but will always accompany their trials with a sufficiency of his grace to heal, lift up, and bless. We greatly miss you, in this our meeting of Presbytery, where you have so often met us, consulted & communed with us. But God’s ways are righteous & true, and should he never permit you to meet with us again on earth, may we all meet & be permitted to greet each other in the General Assembly & Church of the first-born, where names are written in heaven where there is fullness of joy forevermore. And now, Father & Brother in the Lord, may grace, mercy and peace, from God the Father, Son & Holy Spirit rest upon and abide with you henceforth & forever.”

The following Churches reported on minister’s salaries:
Macon—amount promised for half the time $550. Paid $550.

Aberdeen—amount promised for whole time $1000. Paid $1000.

Friendship—amount promised for half the time $400. Paid $400.

Okolona—amount promised for ¾ the time $600. Paid $260.
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Carolina—amount promised for ¼ the time $150. Paid $150.
Garlandsville—amount promised for ¼ the time. $250. Paid $250.

Meridian—amount promised for whole time $1500. Paid $1454.

Bethsalem—amount promised for ½ the time $400. Paid $293.

Lawrence—amount promised for ¼ the time $200. Paid $115.

Pisgah—amount promised for ¼ the time $200. Paid $150.

Good Hope—amount promised for ½ the time $425. Paid $287.

Leave of absence was granted to Rev. H. C. Smith.

The committee to report to the Assembly on Evangelistic labor reported, 
“That as a Presbytery we are doing nothing in this matter. Two difficulties hinder us in the performance of this duty. 1st. We are not in possession of sufficient funds to support an Evangelist. 2nd. The efforts that have been made to supply our destitutions have not been carried out for the want of a man for the field. As this meeting is before the ap​pointed time for the annual collection, we have no funds to report, but would call upon the Pastors and Elders to carry home with them a sense of this duty and that all our churches be, and they are hereby required to take up a collection for this purpose on the first Sabbath in April. We would, however, report to the Assembly that all our ministers are required and they do spend every fifth Sabbath in missionary labor”—which report was adopted & ordered to be forwarded to the General Assembly. 

On motion it was Resolved, that a collection be taken up tomorrow, in this house, for the cause of Education.
“Adoption” was chosen as the subject for next Presbyterial Sermon, and Rev. D. F. Smith was appointed to preach it. “Lotteries” was chosen as the subject for next Presbyterial Conference, and Elder O. Hendricks was appointed principal essayist & Elder H. B. Keith his alternate.

Rev. D. F. Smith was appointed to preach in Okolona the 4th Sabbath in May, in the ab​sence of our commissioner to the General Assembly, and Rev. A. P. Smith to be his alter​nate. 






Presbytery took recess until 8 o’clock tonight.
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Saturday night, 8 o’clock.

Presbytery met and heard the Presbyterial sermon, preached by Rev. A. P. Smith on “Justi​fication.” Public worship being closed, the following resolutions were offered and adopted:

1st. Resolved, That all our ministers be required to spend one month (with the consent of their respective charges) during the next 12 months, in Evangelistic labor, with the view not only of visiting the vacant churches, to preach to them, but also to stir them up to a sense of their spiritual necessities, their duties & responsibilities.
2nd. Resolved, That each minister make special effort to procure an Elder to accompany him and aid him in this work.

Resolved, That the thanks of Presbytery be cordially tendered to the members of the churches in Meridian for their kind and generous hospitality extended to the members of Presbytery, and to all those which have offered us the use of their pulpits, and to the several railroads that have furnished transportation to the members at half fare.
Resolved, That those churches which have not paid their assessment for Commissioner’s Fund be instructed by our Stated Clerk to forward the same immediately to Dr. O. Hend​ricks at Macon, to be paid over to our commissioner, Wm A. Mosely.

The Standing Rule, as to the time being suspended, Presbytery adjourned to meet at Friendship Church on Wednesday before the full moon in September next, at 11 o’clock a.m. Closed with prayer and the apostolic benediction.








A. H. Barkley, Moderator.








J. M. Ware, Tem. Clk.

Attest: J. N. Carothers, Stated Clerk.
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Friendship Church, Chickasaw County, Miss.





Wednesday 11 o’clock a.m., Sept 11, 1872.

Presbytery met according to adjournment and was opened with a sermon by Rev A. H. Barkley, Moderator, from Acts XVII.8-11. After sermon Presbytery was constituted with prayer.

The roll was called & the following members were present:

Ministers


Elders



Churches

Rev. S. R. Frierson

M. I. K. Bowen

Aberdeen

Rev. A. P. Smith

R. G. Hobson


Friendship

Rev. J. N. Carothers

J. W. Cavenaugh

Bethel & Crawford

Rev. A. H. Barkley

W. J. Dearing


Okolona

Rev. S. J. Love

T. N. Martin


Houston

Rev. D. F. Smith

R. F. Houston


Meridian

Absent: Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D., O. H. P. Smyth, and H. C. Smith.

Rev. A. P. Smith was chosen Moderator and Elder T. N. Martin Tem. Clerk.

Rev. A. C. Allen of the Methodist Episcopal Church South, being present, was invited to sit as a corresponding member. 







Presbytery took recess till 2 o’clock p.m.








2 o’clock p.m.

Presbytery met. The minutes of the last stated meeting were read. The Moderator called the attention of Presbytery to an omission of a resolution which was adopted at the last meeting, which was ordered now to be recorded as follows: Resolved, That it is the judg​​ment of this Presbytery that the three churches, Wahalak, Scooba, & Knox ought to be united and consolidated into one Church, and that Rev. J. Bardwell be and he is hereby authorized to call in such aid as he may see fit, and to proceed, with the consent of said Churches, to organize one Church out of the three, at such point as may be agreed upon.

The Standing Rules were then read.

The Moderator announced the following committees:

On Devotional Exercises—Rev. J. N. Carothers & Elder Hobson.

On Bills & Overtures—Rev. A. H. Barkley & Elder Houston.

On Narrative to Synod—Rev. D. F. Smith & Elder Bowen.

On Minutes of Gen. Assembly—Rev. S. J. Love & Elder Martin.
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On Supplies to Vacant Churches—Rev. J. N. Carothers & Elder Bowen.
Elder R. G. Hobson obtained leave of absence and his alternate, Elder M. W. Peden was substituted in his stead.

Rev. S. J. Love, as our commissioner to the General Assembly reported for himself & the Elder, W. A. Moseley, their attendance &c., which report was received and approved.

Rev. J. N. Carothers, chairman of the Committee on Devotional Exercises requested that the hours of 11 a.m. and 3 & 7 p.m. each day, be allowed for public preaching, which request was granted. On motion of Rev. J. N. Carothers it was Resolved, That the time of meeting of Presbytery on each day be at 8 ½ o’clock a.m., and at 2 o’clock p.m.

Reports on Publication & Foreign Missions were made the order of the day for 9 o’clock Thursday morning. Presbyterial Conference at 2 o’clock p.m. Thursday, Report on Sus​ten​tation at 10 o’clock a.m. on Friday, Report on Education at 10 a.m. on Saturday.

Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D., chairman of Committee of Foreign Missions, not now residing within our bounds, Rev. S. R. Frierson was made chairman of that committee in his stead.

The Moderator appointed Elders R. F. Houston, M. I. K. Bowen, & J. W. Cavenaugh a committee to apportion the several churches their respective proportion for Education and for Commissioner’s Fund.

Presbytery adjourned till tomorrow morning, 8 ½ o’clock.







Closed with prayer by Rev. A. C. Allen.







Sept 12th, Thursday morning,







8 ½ o’clock.

Presbytery met, and spent the first half hour in devotional exercises. Present as on yesterday with the addition of Rev. S. J. Bingham, who gave satisfactory reasons for tardiness. W. H. Perkins, Elder from Columbus Church, J. F. Harry, from Garlandsville and S. F. Clark from DeKalb appeared and took their seats.

The Moderator read to Presbytery a letter of dismission of Rev. H. B. Boude from the Presbytery of Nashville, Tenn., to join this Presbytery, Whereupon he was examined and his examination being satisfactory, he was received as a member of this Presbytery.
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Elder W. H. Perkins presented to Presbytery a call from the Columbus Church for the pastoral services of Rev. H. B. Boude, which was read, with the accompanying certifi​cates, all of which being found in order the call was placed in his hands for acceptance.

Rev. J. N. Carothers presented to Presbytery & read a call from thee Enterprise Church for one-half the ministerial services of Rev. S. J. Bingham, which call being found in order was placed in his hands.

Rev. A. H. Barkley presented and read to Presbytery a request from Okolona Church to employ Rev. S. J. Love one-half his time as Stated Supply promising him six hundred dollars per annum payable quarterly—which request was granted.

Rev. H. B. Boude reported to Presbytery his acceptance of the call from Columbus Church, Whereupon it was Resolved, That Rev. S. R. Frierson, Rev. S. J. Bingham, & Elder W. H. Perkins be appointed a committee to make arrangements for his installation.
Resolved That Rev. D. F. Smith & Rev. S. J. Bingham are hereby appointed a committee to visit Shubuta Station on the M. & O. Railroad and to organize a Church there, if they find the way to be clear.

The following resolution was offered by Rev. S. R. Frierson, and adopted, viz.: Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to address each minister & each Session in the bounds of this Presbytery, soliciting their judgment and criticisms upon the new Book of Discipline sent down to the Presbyteries by the General Assembly, and that said com​mittee, after digesting the same report the result to the next meeting of Presbytery. Rev. S. R. Frierson, Rev. J. Bardwell, & Elder W. H. Perkins were appointed that committee.
Columbus was chosen as the place for the next regular meeting of Presbytery.







Presbytery took recess till 2 o’clock p.m.








2 o’clock p.m.

Presbytery met. Present as in the forenoon, with the addition of S. W. Aston, Elder
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from Lebanon Church.
Rev. S. J. Love, chairman of Committee on Minutes of the General Assembly reported, calling the attention of Presbytery to the subject of Sustentation, on page 163. Systematic Benevolence, on page 168, the condition of the colored population, page 174, Evan​gelistic work on page 177, and Revised Book of Discipline, on pages 218 & 19, which report was received.

Rev. S. J. Bingham reported that he accepted the call from Enterprise Church, Where​upon, Rev. S. J. Bingham & Elder Cavenaugh were appointed a committee to make arrangements for his installation.

Elder R. F. Houston, chairman of Committee on Assessment made a report, which was received & pending its discussion, the order of the day, viz., Presbyterial Conference was taken up. The subject being “Lotteries,” the essayist not being present, the roll was called & the members expressed their views. 
Presbytery then took recess for an hour & a half for public worship, after which Pres​bytery resumed business, and proceeded with the consideration of the report on asses​sment. On motion of Rev. J. N. Carothers the term “assessment” was stricken out and “apportionment” substituted in its stead. The report was adopted and is as follows:
Churches

Educ.
Com. Fd.
Churches

Educ.   Com. Fd.

Columbus

$75
$15

Wahalak

$10
$4

Meridian

  25
    8

Perkinsville

  10
  4
Bethel


  25
    6

Louisville

  10
  4
Aberdeen

  25
    8

Houston

  10
  4

Starkville

  20
    6

Enterprise

  15
  6

Friendship

  20
    8

Unity


  10
  4

Bethsalem

  20
    7

DeKalb

  10
  3

Okolona

  20
    6

Philadelphus

  10
  2

Crawford

  15
    5

Knox


  10
  2

Smyrna

  15
    3

Enon


  10
  2

Macon

  
  12
    4

Lebanon

  10
  3

Garlandsville

  10
    2.50

Fairview

  10
  3

Beersheba

  10
    2.50

Good Hope

    8
  3

Pisgah


  10
    3

Montrose

    8
  2
Scooba


  12
    4
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Lawrence

    6
    2

Centre Point

    5
  2
Hamilton

    4
    2

Pleasant Spring
    5
  2

Carolina

    8
    3

Paulding

    5
  2

Toomsuba

    8
    3

Pendleton

    5
  2

Bethany

    6
    2

Mount Moriah

    5
  2

Cooksville

    5
    3

New Hope

    5
  2

West Point

    5
    2

Salem


    5
  2

Presbytery adjourned till tomorrow morning 8 ½ o’clock.








Closed with prayer.








Friday morning, 8 ½ o’clock








Sept. 13th 1872

Presbytery met pursuant to adjournment, and spent the first half hour in devotional exer​cises. Present as on yesterday, with the addition of Rev. J. Bardwell who render[ed] satis​factory reasons for tardiness. W. J. Hanna from Bethsalem Church appeared and was enrolled.
Rev. S. R. Frierson chairman of the committee to make arrangements for the installation of Rev. H. B. Boude made a report which was received and adopted as follows, That he be installed in the Presbyterian Church in Columbus, Miss., on the first Sabbath in October next, that Rev A. P. Smith preach the sermon, and deliver the charge to the people, and Rev. A. H. Barkley propound the constitutional questions & deliver the charge to the Pastor.

The committee to make arrangements for the installation of Rev. S. J. Bingham reported recommending that he be installed at Enterprise on the 4th Sabbath in November next, That Rev. A. P. Smith preside & propound the constitutional questions & deliver the charge to the Pastor, and Rev. J. Bardwell preach the sermon and deliver the charge to the people, which report was received and adopted.

Narratives of the state of religion were called for from the several churches, and written narratives were read from ten of the churches and verbal statements were made in ref​erence to several others, which were referred to the Committee on the Narrative.
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Rev. A. H. Barkley chairman of the Committee of Sustentation submitted a report, which was received & adopted as follows: “The total receipts for this cause, for the past six months, as far as brought to the knowledge of the committee, amount to $59.50. Of this sum, $21.80 has been contributed for the Evangelistic work, as ordered by the last Assem​bly, but inasmuch as the Presbytery omitted, at its last session, to direct the chairman as to the particular field in which it should be used, he did not feel authorized to make any disposition of it. Your committee have asked and obtained from the Central Committee the appropriation of $150 to supplement the salary of Rev. H. C. Smith, one-half of which has been forwarded to him, and the remaining installment will be met in October next, should the state of the common treasury justify it. The Central Committee have always said to the Presbyteries, that they would give back when asked for, the full amount contributed by their respective churches. This pledge has annually been more than met, so far as this Presbytery is concerned, since the figures show that we have re​ceived far more, every year, than we contributed. So far as our knowledge extends, the fol​lowing churches have contributed to this cause during the past year, viz., Knox, Scooba, Good Hope, Garlandsville, Carolina, Starkville, Bethel, Crawford, Meridian and Lebanon—ten in all—which shows that thirty-four of our churches, are, for ought we know, doing nothing. These are stubborn facts and demand our earnest, prayerful con​sideration and ought to stir up our minds and hearts to more vigorous efforts to extend the interests of the Redeemer’s kingdom.”
Presbytery took recess till 2 o’clock p.m.








2 o’clock p.m.

At which time Presbytery met & resumed business. Rev. J. T. Payne of the Methodist Episcopal Church South, being present, was invited to sit with us as a corresponding mem​​ber.

Elder W. H. Perkins obtained leave of absence from the remaining sessions of Presbytery.
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The Treasurer of Presbytery was ordered to pay to Rev. S. J. Love and Elder W. A. Moseley, our commissioners to the General Assembly the amounts due them respect​ively, whenever he may have funds in his hands for that purpose.
“The Responsibility of Protestant Christians in Encouraging Papacy” was selected as the subject for next Presbyterial Conference.

The Chairman of the Committees of Education and Sustentation was instructed to insert in his reports the names of Churches that have contributed to these several objects.

Presbytery adjourned to meet tomorrow morning at 8 ½ o’clock.










Closed with prayer.

Saturday morning, 8 ½ o’clock

Sept 14th 1872

Presbytery met according to adjournment. A quorum being present, the first half hour was spent in devotional exercises, after which Rev. D. F. Smith, chairman of the Com​mittee on the Narrative reported as follows:

“We have received written reports from ten of our Churches, and verbal statements from nine. Twenty-five have made no reports. From this very meager information we glean the following: In some places the ordinances of God’s house are not fully appreciated, the attendance upon the means of grace is not as uniform as it should be. Family prayer and the baptism of children are too much neglected. In most of our Churches, a spirit of worldliness manifests itself. Over these things we would bow our heads in the dust, and cry for pardoning mercy. We rejoice, however, that we have not been left without some evidences of the presence of the Holy Spirit. Three or four of our Churches report prec​ious seasons of revival, and others, some tokens of God’s favor in an increase of mem​bers. Weekly prayer meetings are multiplying. Sabbath schools are making some prog​ress.
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in efficiency, but we are persuaded that our churches are not yet fully awake to the im​portance of the great work of preaching the gospel to the young. Our churches are scat​tered over a large territory, and in consequence of the paucity of laborers, many of them are without under Shepherds. The harvest truly is plenteous, but the laborers are few. Pray the Lord of the harvest to send to us a full supply of faithful laborers.” This report was received and adopted and ordered to be forwarded to Synod.

Rev. A. H. Barkley, chairman of the Education Committee reported:

“The receipts for the cause of Education during the past six months amount to $138.60. This sum with the exception of ten dollars (given by a friend to the cause) was contrib​uted by the following churches, viz.: Meridian, Houston, Friendship, Louisville, Bethel, Bethsalem, Beersheba, Columbus, Lebanon, DeKalb, & Knox. Forty dollars of the above sum was a special gift, from Columbus, Beersheba & Bethel Churches, to meet the pres​sing wants of one of our candidates. The disbursements for the same time amount to $150 which exceeds the recei9pts in the sum of $11.40. The deficit as per last report, added to this makes $193.60 still due the Treasurer. We have two candidates under our care, both of whom ought to be in the seminary today, and we are unable to send them because our Treasury is empty. The assessment made for the present year will no doubt be amply suf​ficient too meet their current expenses, if collected, but what they need, and what the Treasury must have now, is ready money. Something must be done at once, to relieve our embarrassed Treasury, and it devolves upon the Presbytery to say what im​med​i​ate steps shall be taken in this our time of need.” This report was received & approved. 

On motion of Rev. H. B. Boude a committee was appointed to prepare a report on the subject of Evangelistic work. The Moderator appointed on that committee Rev. H. B. Boude, Rev. S. R. Frierson & Elder R. F. Houston.
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Rev. J. N. Carothers, chairman of Committee on Supplies presented his report which was received and the consideration thereof postponed until the Committee on Evangelistic Work should make their report. On motion the report on Evangelistic Work was made the order of the day at 3 o’clock this afternoon to take the place of the 3 o’clock sermon.
The Presbyterial Sermon, the order of the day for this hour, was preached by Rev. D. F. Smith on “Adoption.”

Leave of absence was granted to Rev. D. F. Smith, Rev. S. J. Bingham & Elder J. F. Harry.







Presbytery took recess till 2 o’clock p.m.








2 o’clock p.m.

Presbytery met. Elder W. H. Perkins was appointed to write an essay on the subject chosen for next Presbyterial Conference and Rev. A. H. Barkley his alternate. “Sanctifi​ca​tion” was chosen as the subject for next Presbyterial Sermon & Rev. J. Bardwell was appointed to preach it. Rev. S. J. Love was appointed his alternate.

On motion of Rev. A. H. Barkley, the following subjects were assigned to our candidate, Joseph C. Carothers as parts of trial:

1. Latin Exegesis—subject, “Quosomodo peccatum originale propagator a parentibus in libros.”

2. Critical Exercise—Psalm XVI.8-11m inclusive.

3. Popular Sermon—1st Tim. 1st Chap, 15th v.

4. Popular Lecture—1st Pet. III.19th & 20th verses.

Rev. S. J. Love applied for a letter of dismission from this Presbytery to join the Presbytery of Lexington. His request was granted, and the Stated Clerk ordered to furnish him the proper certificate. Whereupon the following resolution was offered by Rev. J. Bardwell, & adopted—Resolved, That the Moderator be instructed to the Mossy Creek Presbyterian Church, Va., notifying them of the fact, that in granting a letter of dismis​sion to Rev. S. J. Love to join the Lexington Presbytery, in order that the way be open for the prosecution of a call to him from the aforesaid Church, Presbytery grants this letter
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from courtesy to Brother Love and the Church, but at the same time would express its unanimous desire and earnest hope that he may see his way clear to continue in his pres​ent field of labor, and with the lights before us we are constrained to express our convic​tion that he ought to remain and labor in our bounds.
The order of the day having arrived, Rev. H. B. Boude, chairman of the Committee on Evangelistic Work submitted a report which was received, considered seriatim, amended & adopted, as follows:

1st. That the vacant churches be divided into three districts sand that the Committee on Evangelistic Labor be instructed to employ three ministers, at least half their time, in this work.

2nd. That all our Churches be enjoined to take up collections during the month of Dec​ember for this work, and that the committee be authorized and instructed to make such apportionment to the several churches in this Presbytery as they may find necessary to meet the salaries of the Evangelists employed.

3rd. That those acting under this committee be guided by the following instructions; first, to confine their labors to the Churches agreed upon by them & the committee. Second, to take up collections in every Church where they labor for this work, and report the same to the chairman of the committee. Third, to make a full report to Presbytery at each regular meeting. 

4th. That the salary of an Evangelist for all his time be not less than $1,000 per annum.

5th. That this work is not to interfere with any supplies appointed by Presbytery.

6th. That the Committee report to presbytery semiannually. The committee reporting was appointed the Standing Committee on Evangelistic Labor.

The Churches now vacant were divided into districts.

District No. 1: Unity, Hamilton, Beersheba, Carolina & West Point.

District No. 2: Lebanon, Cooksville, Lauderdale, DeKalb, Toomsuba, Pleasant Spring & Smyrna.

District No. 3: Montrose, Paulding, Pisgah & Philadelphus.

The committee to make such changes as may be required.
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All funds collected for this object are to be forwarded to the chairman of the committee, Rev. H. B. Boude at Columbus, Miss. This committee is invested with authority to em​ploy Evangelists, designate unoccupied fields and give general direction to the work. It was Resolved, That Rev. S. J. Love, Rev. S. R. Frierson and Rev. D. F. Smith be called to this work, for as much of their time as they can give & they will answer to the com​mittee.

The report of the Committee on Supplies was taken up and adopted as follows:

Rev. Messrs Carothers & Love, to visit West Point & Lebanon.

Rev. Messrs A. P. Smith & Boude, to visit Unity & Hamilton.

Rev. Messrs Barkley & Frierson, to visit Cooksville & DeKalb.

Rev. Messrs Bardwell & D. F. Smith, to visit Pleasant Spring & Smyrna.

Rev. Messrs Bingham & O. H. P. Smith, to visit Philadelphus & Shubuta.

Rev. Messrs H. C. Smith & Moseley, to visit Pisgah & Paulding.

On motion of Rev J. N. Carothers, Frank Emerson was added to the list of Lay Exhorters of this Presbytery.

Resolved, That the committee appointed at the last meeting to prepare a letter on System​atic Benevolence (see p. 82) be continued.

Resolved, that a public collection be taken up in this Church tomorrow for the cause of Education, and that notice thereof be given from the pulpit to-night.

Resolved, That the Standing rule requiring the Moderator to deliver an address on Sys​tematic Benevolence be suspended.

Resolved, That the thanks of this presbytery be tendered to the members of this congre​gation for their generous hospitality and to certain friends of Okolona for their handsome reception given to the members on leaving the cars & to the M. & O. R. R. for its favors; and that the Pastor of this Church be requested to read this resolution from the pulpit.

The minutes were read, corrected & approved.

On motion Presbytery adjourned to meet at Aberdeen during the sessions of Synod in November, next, if called by the Moderator; if not, to meet at Columbus on Thursday before the first full moon in March, next,
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at 11 o’clock a.m. Closed with singing & benediction.








A. P. Smith, Moderator.








T. N. Martin, Tem. Clerk.

Attest: 

J. N. Carothers,

Stated Clerk.

Your committee would report that they have examined the records of Tombeckbee Presbytery, & find them in order & recommend that they be approved to date.

Report adopted. W. C. Dunlap, Moderator of Synod of Mississippi.

Aberdeen, Nov. 8th 1872.







Aberdeen, Miss., Saturday, Nov. 8th 1872








6 o’clock p.m.

Presbytery met during the sitting of Synod, at the call of the Moderator, and was opened with prayer.

Ministers Present:

A. P. Smith, A. H. Barkley, S. R. Frierson, J. Bardwell, H. B. Boude,

J. N. Carothers & S. J. Bingham.

Elders:

M. I. Bowen



from


Aberdeen

D. Love



from 


Bethel & Crawford

R. F. Houston



from


Meridian

Scott Thompson


from


Crawfordville

T. N. Martin



from 


Houston

W. J. Dearing



from


Okolona

Rev. A. H. Barkley reported that the Moderator, Rev. A. P. Smith and himself met at Columbus at the time appointed and installed Rev. H. B. Boude Pastor of that Church according to the order of Presbytery. The report was received and the committee dis​charged.

Rev. A. H. Barkley tendered his resignation as chairman of the Committee of Susten​tation and Rev. H. B. Boude was chosen in his stead.

Presbytery adjourned to meet at Columbus on the 13th of March next at 11 o’clock a.m. Closed with prayer.








A. P. Smith, Mod.








T. N. Martin, T.C.

J. N. Carothers, S.C.
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Columbus, Miss.








March 13th 1873

Presbytery met according to adjournment was called to order and opened with prayer by the Moderator, Rev. A. P. Smith. The Stated Clerk being absent, W.H. Perkins was appointed to acct in his stead until he should arrive. The opening sermon was postponed until 7 o’clock p.m.

The roll was called and the following members were present, viz.:

Ministers


Elders


from

Churches

Rev. A. P. Smith

A. Ames



Starkville

Rev. A. H. Barkley

J. W. Cavenaugh


Bethel & Crawfordville

Rev. J. Bardwell

R. F. Houston



Meridian

Rev. S. J. Love

J. W. Patty



Macon
Rev. D. F. Smith

W. H. Perkins



Columbus
Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D.

J. M. Ware



Perkinsville
Rev. H. B. Boude

B. F. Smyth



Louisville




Jas. Doudle



Unity
Ministers Absent

J. A. McRea



DeKalb
Rev. J. M. Carothers*



Churches Not Represented
Rev. S. R. Frierson*

Rev. S. J. Bingham**

Friendship*



Lauderdale

Rev. O. H. P. Smyth

Houston*



Toomsuba
Rev. H. C. Smith

Aberdeen



Bethsalem




Pendleton



Hamilton*
* Afterwards appeared.
Good Hope



Beersheba*
** Reasons sustained.

Okolona



West Point




Fairview



Bethany





Centre Point*



Lebanon





Enterprise



Cooksville





Lawrence



Smyrna





Carolina



Pleasant Spring

The Moderator read a letter from Rev S. H. Bingham giving reasons for his absence. His reasons were sustained.

Rev. D. F. Smith was chosen Moderator and Elder J. M. Ware Tem. Clerk.

Rev. Milton J. McLean presented a letter of dismission from the Presbytery of Tuska​loosa, Ala. He was examined and his examination being satisfactory, he was received as a member of this Presbytery.







Presbytery took recess till 2 o’clock p.m.
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After recess, Presbytery met. The Moderator announced the following committees, viz.:
Judicial Committee—Rev. S. J. Love & Elder J. W. Cavanaugh.

Bills & Overtures—J. Bardwell & Elder W. H. Perkins.

On the Narrative—Rev. M. J. McLean & Elder R. F. Houston.

Systematic Benevolence—Rev. A. P. Smith & Elder J. W. Patty.

Sabbath Schools—W. H. Perkins, R. F. Houston & J. M. Ware.

Bethsalem Church obtained leave to employ Rev. M. J. McLean one-half his time, Per​kinsville one-fourth of his time for two hundred & fifty dollars, and Louisville one-fourth at $200.

Macon Church obtained leave to employ Rev. S. H. Love one-half his time at a salary of $600.

Starkville Church obtained permission to continue the services of Rev. S. R. Frierson one-half his time, promising him $500.
On motion it was resolved that the sessions of Presbytery be held from 9 ½ to 12 ½ o’clock and from 2 ½ to 5 o’clock p.m.

Resolved, That the Presbyterial Conference be made the order of the day for 11 o’clock a.m. on tomorrow, and that the Committee on the Revised Book of Discipline report to​mor​row night after public worship, and that the Committee on Education report on Sat​urday morning at 10 o’clock, and that the Committee of Publication report immediately after it, and that the Report on Evangelistic Work be the order of the day for 11 o’clock on Saturday, and that the Presbyterial Sermon be preached on Saturday night.

The following committees were appointed on Records:

Rev. H. B. Boude & B. F. Smyth—to report on the records of Meridian, Hamilton, Aberdeen & Friendship.

Rev. A. H. Barkley & R. F. Houston—to examine the records of Columbus, DeKalb, Macon & Starkville.

Rev. S. J. Love & A. Ames—of Houston, Perkinsville and Philadelphus.

Rev. A. P. Smith and J. W. Patty—records of Louisville, Bethsalem
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Unity, and Okolona.
Rev. M. J. McLean and B. F. Smyth—on the records of Bethel and Crawfordville.

A call from the Meridian Church for the pastoral services of Rev. J. Bardwell, pledging him a salary of fifteen hundred collars and as much more as they could raise, to be paid monthly, was presented and read, and being found in order, it was placed in his hands, who signified his acceptance thereof; Whereupon the Rev. Messrs A. P. Smith & S. J. Love were appointed to install him on the 2nd Sabbath in April—Rev. A. P. Smith to preach the sermon, preside, and propound the constitutional questions, and give the charge to the Pastor, and Rev. S. H. Love to give the charge to the people.

It was made the special order for tomorrow morning 10 o’clock to receive the Narratives from the Churches, Reports on Sabbath Schools, and Deacons’ Reports.

The Standing Rule fixing the time of the meetings of Presbytery was changed from March and September to April and October, i.e., the old Standing Rule was revived.

DeKalb was chosen as the place for the next regular meeting of Presbytery.

Resolved, That this Presbytery overture the General Assembly to take measures to ordain a Rule requiring all licentiates to spend the first year in itinerant missionary labor except in extraordinary cases.







Presbytery took recess till 7 ½ o’clock p.m.

At that hour Presbytery met to hear the opening sermon by Rev. A. P. Smith, the ex-Moderator, from Psalm CII.v. 16. After which Presbytery adjourned to meet tomorrow morning at 9 ½ o’clock. 








Closed with prayer.








Friday morning, 9 ½ o’clock,








March 14th
Presbytery met pursuant to adjournment and was opened with prayer. The first half hour was spent in devotional exercises.

Rev. Messrs J. N. Carothers & S. R. Frierson appeared and gave satisfactory reasons for tardiness
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Elder S. L. Wilson from Friendship and D. P. Black from Houston appeared and were enrolled. Also R. H. Snell from Beersheba & J. F. McLeod from Centre Point.
Narratives were read from the following Churches: Aberdeen, Starkville, Bethel, Craw​fordville, Meridian, Friendship, Houston, Macon, Columbus, Bethsalem, Enterprise, Per​kinsville, Louisville, Hamilton and Centre Point.

The Presbyterial Conference was introduced by a written essay by Elder W. H. Perkins, subject, “The Responsibility of Protestants in Encouraging Papacy.” During the discus​sion, Presbytery took recess till 2 ½ o’clock.








At 2 ½ o’clock Presbytery met. 

Conference was resumed and finished. Deacons’ reports were read from the following Churches which reported the minister’s salary fully paid, viz.: Starkville, Meridian, Ma​con, Columbus, Perkinsville, Louisville, Friendship & Centre Point.

Centre Point Church obtained leave to employ Rev. S. H Love one-fourth of his time, prom​ising him $200.

The committees on the following records reported them correct as far as written, viz.:  Hous​ton, Louisville, Bethsalem, Columbus, Macon, Meridian & Starkville. The records of Unity were approved, except that they had not been before Presbytery since 1861. The records of DeKalb were approved with the following exceptions: 1st. That the Session met and transacted business and the meetings were neither opened nor closed with prayer (See pages 36 & 37). 2nd. The records have not been before Presbytery since 1870. The records of Friendship were approved, except that the session took recess over night (See p. 109). The records of Hamilton were approved except 1st. Session took recess over night. 2nd. A member was cited to answer a charge, and the record does not show that a copy of the charge was furnished the accused.
[106]

Presbytery took recess till after Divine Service tonight.
After Divine Service Presbytery resumed business.

The Committee on the Revised Book of Discipline made a report which was received and made the special order of the day for 9 ½ o’clock tomorrow morning.

Presbytery adjourned to meet tomorrow morning at 9 o’clock.








Saturday morning, 9 o’clock








March 15th
Presbytery met according to adjournment. The first half hour was spent in devotional ex​ercises. The minutes of yesterday were read and approved. The special order was sus​pended.

Rev. A. H. Barkley, chairman of Committee on Education made the following report which was received and approved.

“The apportionment among the several churches made by Presbytery in April last amounted to $507. Since that time contributions have been received from the following Churches, viz.: Good Hope, Mount Moriah, Garlandsville, Columbus, Friendship, Meri​dian, Bethel, Crawfordville, Centre Point, Perkinsville, & Louisville.

The entire receipts from these Churches, together with a donation from a private indi​vid​ual amount to $189. The disbursements for the same time amount to $149, which leaves a balance in the treasury of $40. There is still a debt outstanding against the Pres​bytery of $193.60 due the treasury for monies advanced to sustain the two candidates under our care, both of whom are now at the seminary, and without funds to defray their necessary expenses. With an empty treasury, and with pressing calls from our candidates for means to enable them to liquidate their indebtedness, your chairman, after conference with a num​​ber of this body, reluctantly recommended one of our candidates, viz.: Mr J. C. Caro​thers to the Central Committee at Richmond.
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asking for him such aid as the state of the treasury would permit them to give. This re​luctance arose from two causes. First, That as a Presbytery we are putting nothing into the common treasury and Secondly, that there is ability in our Churches to meet all the de​mands made upon them for this cause, could they be induced to come up to their duty. The Columbus Church has gone beyond its apportionment, and contributed $50 to Mr Cornelius Miller, who is under the care of another Presbytery and at Union Seminary in Virginia. If the Committee at Richmond take care of Mr. Carothers, and furnish him the pro rata rates to other candidates receiving aid from that source, we will still have one cand​idate left, and the forty dollars now on hand will not pay the present indebtedness of Mr. Witherspoon. Your chairman can only disburse funds as they are placed at his com​mand, and we earnestly request the delinquent churches to respond to the call which is now made upon them by sending forward their contributions to the chairman at Craw​fordville.”
Presbytery requested W. H. Perkins to furnish a copy of his essay for publication in the Southwestern Presbyterian.  Elder J. D. Hutchinson from Hamilton Church appeared and took his seat as a member of Presbytery.

The committee on the records of Philadelphus Church reported recommending their approval with the following exceptions—1st. There is no account of an election of a delegate to Presbytery at Columbus except a note that is not signed. 2nd. There is no account of any Deacons’ report being submitted to Session. 3rd. There is no statistical re​port. Adopted.

The records of Perkinsville Church were approved.

Leave of absence was granted to Elders J. W. Patty and J. F. McLeod after the afternoon session.

The records of Houston Church were approved.
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except that there is no account of a Deacons’ report and no statistical report appears in the minutes.

The consideration of the report on the Revised Book of Discipline occupied the Pres​bytery for some time. The Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D., after hearing the views of the members as expressed, offered the following substitute for the report of the committee, which was received, discussed, and adopted, viz.:

“The Presbytery would respectfully report to the General Assembly, that in obedience to its recommendation, they have examined the Revised Rules of Discipline, and while they are impressed with the evidence of the care & labor bestowed upon them by the able & faithful men to whom the work was committed, as well as the manifest improvement in some things, yet they are not entirely clear that taking the work as a whole there is suffi​cient improvement to justify the change at the risk of harmony and good feeling in our body. In view therefore of the fact that there is earnest and conscientious opposition to the adoption of this new Book by many zealous and faithful brethren throughout our en​tire borders we would respectfully memorialize the General Assembly to deposit the work already done in the archives of the Church for future reference, if need be, and discharge the Committee.”
Rev. J. B. Cottrell of the Methodist Episcopal Church South was invited to a seat as [a] corresponding member.

Leave of absence was granted to Elders J. D. Hutchinson, D. P. Black & Jas. Dowdle.







Presbytery took recess till 2 ½ o’clock,

at which time Presbytery met. 

The committee on the records of Aberdeen Church reported recommending their appro​val, except, A member is cited to appear to answer a charge, when there is no charge specified in the record and no evidence that the accused was furnished with a copy of any charge.
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The Committee on Sabbath Schools made a report which was received, adopted, & is as follows:
“Only five or six Sabbath schools have sent up tabular statistical reports, and in order to secure a more complete report in [the] future, your committee recommend that Presbytery appoint a standing Committee on Sabbath Schools, whose duty it shall be to furnish blanks & take such other steps as may be necessary and practicable to secure complete returns to be reported at each spring meeting of Presbytery.” W. H. Perkins, O. Hendricks and J. M. Carter were appointed that standing committee.

A petition was received from some of the members of Friendship Church praying to be organ​ized into a separate church on account of distance and inconvenience in attending church at Friendship; Whereupon it was Resolved that their request be granted, provided the church be located not less than six miles from Friendship Church, and Rev. A. H. Barkley was appointed to visit the neighborhood and organize the Church, if the way be clear.

The records of Crawfordville and Bethel Churches were approved, and those of Centre Point were approved except that they have not been before Presbytery since 1869.

The Committee on the Narrative made their report which was received, adopted & or​dered to be forwarded to the General Assembly as follows:

“We have written reports of only 14 of the 44 churches comprising this Presbytery. Of these only three have the gospel preached to them every Sabbath. A few have religious services twice a month, the remainder only once a month. Several of our churches are entirely destitute of the means of grace. One church is reported to have had only one sermon in 12 months. Nine report additions during the year amounting in aggregate to ninety-three members. Nearly all the churches report Sabbath schools prospering in a greater or less[er] degree, many of them yielding precious
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fruit to the honor and glory of God. Owing to the bad condition of the roads, and the severity of the winter, most of the schools in the country are suspended till the Spring. The attendance on the ordinances of the gospel has been, in most cases, large and increas​ing. Complaints, however, come up from some that there are those whose names are on their roll who are seldom seen in the house of God. Two or three report precious seasons of refreshing from the presence of the Lord, while others report a steady growth in piety. Only six churches report regular weekly prayer meetings. The family altar is not gen​erally set up in every house. Family religion is sadly neglected by many. Infant Baptism is generally recognized as a duty, and enjoyed as a privilege by our people. The grace of giving of our substance to the Lord has not been developed to any great extent in any of our churches. With a very few exceptions there seems to be no systematic effort made to cultivate this grace, so necessary, so essential to the best interests of the Redeemer’s king​dom. Some churches report that contributions have been made to all the benevolent enterprises of the Church. Some have contributed very little to any cause. The burdens of the Church are borne by the few. Men have converted Cod’s providential dealings with them into an excuse for their want of Christian beneficence. The calls of God are loud & earnest, but they go unheeded on the ground that labor is unreliable & money scarce, thus, practically inverting God’s order, which is ‘Bring ye all the tithes into the store house, that there may be meat in my house, and prove me herewith saith the Lord, if I will not open to you the windows of heaven and pour you out a blessing that there shall not be room enough to receive it.’
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But these say to God, ‘Open to us the windows of heaven and pour us out the blessing, and prove us herewith and see if we will not contribute liberally of our substance.’ Only one vacant church reports services held by the Elders. There may be other similar cases, for they do not report. But we fear little is attempted as yet by the Eldership in the way of conducting public worship and visiting destitute points. Peace, harmony and good will prevail in all our bounds, or with very slight exceptions. Little has been done for the colored population from the fact that they do not place themselves under our influence. They generally prefer their own preachers & services. Only one church reports that its colored membership remains and contribute to the support of the gospel. From the fore​going review it is evident that we have very much to call forth our gratitude to the great Head of the Church, while on the other hand there is enough to cause deep humiliation on our part and to call for renewed effort in the service of our Divine Master.”
Rev. H. B. Boude, chairman of the Committee of Sustentation reported that the following churches have forwarded money to him since his appointment last fall, viz.: Meridian $41.25, Knox $4. Scooba $3.70, Columbus $81.85, Bethel $4, Crawfordville $5, Starkville $7.50, Friendship $1.25, Bethsalem $1.50. Total received $150.00. Presbytery will see that but few of our churches are taking any notice of the matter. As to the dis​abled ministers’ fund, $50 was turned over to me by Rev. A. H. Barkley, which has been paid to Mrs. Bradshaw. The Starkville Church has paid $6.00 and Bethel Church $6 to this fund. The churches are earnestly requested to take up collections for these pur​poses on the days set apart by the Assembly. The report was received and approved.
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Rev. H. B. Boude, chairman of the Evangelistic Committee, reported that they began this work immediately after the adjournment of Presbytery last fall. They first addressed letters to the brethren called to the work by the Presbytery. Rev S. R. Frierson did not see his way clear to work for this committee. Rev. D. F. Smith declined to engage as a reg​u​lar Evangelist, but agreed to work for us for a time, and did work two & a quarter months. We then addressed a circular letter to all our churches, laying before them the plan adopted by Presbytery and asking their cooperation. From a number of churches we have received answers, but the greater number have not even answered the circular. From this correspondence we glean the following facts, some of which are startling, when we remember that the Presbyterian Church is the best equipped church in the land for aggres​sive work: 1. that our destitutions are very great. 2. That there is an indisposition on the part of many of the churches to cooperate with your committee unless they receive a part of the ministrations of the Evangelist, though they may have preaching. 3. That in a great many cases the Sessions answer they cannot cooperate, and thereby refuse to give the people an opportunity to contribute to this fund. 4. That in some parts of our field there ought to be steps taken immediately to consolidate some of our churches. 5. That unless the ministers of the Presbytery will fully and heartily cooperate with this com​mittee we cannot succeed. Your committee believe that this work can be made to suc​ceed, but it will require a baptism of the Holy Ghost that will lead the people to honor the Lord with their substance.
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What has been done by Brother Smith has been done well, but under great difficulties. The weather has been severe, and Brother Smith has been in feeble health. Notwith​standing, fruit has already been gathered. By reference to Brother Smith’s report you will see that since the 8th of December he has visited three of the vacant churches twice and two others once, that he has traveled 720 miles on horseback, on foot, in bug​gies, and by railroad, preached nineteen sermons, and visited quite a number of fami​lies, and met a cordial greeting everywhere. Christians were greatly encouraged and strength​ened, and the presence of the Holy spirit was manifest in carrying home the truth with power to the heart and conscience. At one place, Philadelphus, the Lord poured out his Spirit and six persons were hopefully converted and added to the Church. This church had been visited only two or three times by Presbyterian ministers since 1865. These people are hungering for the bread of life. Indeed the whole field is white for the harvest, and our Evangelist found it a delightful work to feed the poor. Your committee having performed the work assigned them would suggest the following action to Presbytery:
1st. That the ecclesiastical year of this work begin with the month of April, and that a Committee on Evangelistic Work be appointed at each Spring meeting of Presbytery and that they report at each meeting.

2nd. That the Churches be requested to raise an amount equal to one dollar per member for this work during the next ecclesiastical year.

3rd. That Rev. A. H. Barkley be now called to this work for his whole time on a salary of twelve hundred dollars per annum; and that Presbytery take steps to set him apart and regularly install him for this work.
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4th. That the field of labor for the Evangelist shall be the vacant churches and destitute places of our Presbytery.
5th. That this committee cooperate fully with the Central Committee at Columbia.

The report was received and adopted and the same committee re-appointed.

Rev. S. R. Frierson chairman of the Committee of Foreign Missions reported the follow​ing sums received by him since last meeting for that object—From Meridian $12.50, from Friendship $4.25, from Bethel $8, from Starkville $10, Total $34.75, which has been forwarded to Columbia. This report was received and approved.

Rev. A. P. Smith, corresponding member of Committee of Publication reported that he had received since last meeting for that object, from Good Hope $3.00, from Macon $3.50, from Meridian $10, from Starkville $5, from Friendship $1.25. Total $21.75, and had forwarded the same to the committee at Richmond, which report was received and ap​proved.

The Stated Clerk submitted a Statistical Report of Presbytery for the General Assembly, which was ordered to be completed as far as the data can be obtained in time, and for​warded to the General Assembly.
Leave of absence was granted to Rev. M. J. McLean and Elders B. F. Smyth, J. W. Cavenaugh and J. A. McRea and also to Rev. D. F. Smith, Rev. J. Bardwell and Elders Hon. A. M. McCallum and L. B. Brown were added to the committee to organize a Church at Shubuta.

Rev. A. P. Smith and Elder A. Ames were elected principal commissioners to the General Assembly to meet at Little Rock, Arkansas and Rev. S. R. Frierson and Elder Dr J. M. Henson, their alternates. 







Presbytery took recess till 7 ½ o’clock p.m.
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At 7 ½ o’clock p.m., Presbytery met and heard the Presbyterial sermon preached by Rev. J. Bardwell on Sanctification.

Rev. A. P. Smith was called to the chair in the absence of the Moderator. Rev. A. H. Barkley signified his willingness to accept the call of Presbytery to the work of an Evan​gelist, provided Presbytery shall release him from his present pastoral charge, Whereupon it was Resolved That when this Presbytery adjourn, it adjourn to meet at Crawfordville on Friday before the 2nd Sabbath in April, and that the churches of Bethel and Crawford​ville be cited to meet the Presbytery by their commissioners then & there to show cause why the Pastoral relation existing between them and Rev. A. H. Barkley should not be dissolved. Resolved 2nd That Presbytery then proceed, if the way be clear, to set apart, and install the Rev. A. H. Barkley as the Evangelist of Tombeckbee Presbytery, and that Rev. J. Bardwell deliver the charge to the Evangelist.

“Should preaching be exclusively extemporaneous?” was chosen as the subject for next Presbyterial Conference. Elder Dr. A. A. Lyon was appointed to open the conference with an essay. Presbyterianism was chosen as the subject for next Presbyterial Sermon & Rev. H. B. Boude was appointed to preach it.

Resolved that the thanks of Presbytery be tendered to the good people of Columbus for their generous hospitality to its members, to the churches for use of their pulpits, and to the railroad for its favors.

The minutes were read and approved. Presbytery adjourned to meet according to reso​lution at Crawfordville on Friday before the 2nd Sabbath in April. Closed with singing & prayer & the apostolic benediction.








D. F. Smith, Mod.








J. M. Ware, Clerk.

Attest:

J. N. Carothers, Stated Clerk.
[pp. 116-117 missing in original]
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Crawfordville, Miss







April 11th 1873

Presbytery met according to adjournment at 11 o’clock a.m., and was called to order & opened with prayer by Rev. A. P. Smith, the last Moderator present. Rev. H. B. Boude was elected Temporary Clerk.

The roll was called and the following ministers found present, viz.: A. P. Smith, J. Bardwell, A. H. Barkley & H. B. Boude. Elders present: J. W. Cavenaugh from Bethel & Crawfordville.

Rev. A. G. Porter of the Methodist Episcopal Church South and Rev. Dr Tucker of the Baptist Church, being present, were invited to sit as corresponding members.

Rev. A. H. Barkley announced the death of Elder Drennan Love at 8 ½ o’clock last night, Whereupon Presbytery agreed to attend his funeral this afternoon at 3 o’clock. 






Presbytery took recess until after public worship.

After public worship Presbytery was called to order, and the Moderator called on the commissioner from Bethel and Crawfordville Churches, under the order of Presbytery to state the reasons why Presbytery should not dissolve the Pastoral relation now existing between these churches and Rev. A. H. Barkley. The commissioner being fully heard and his statements duly considered, Presbytery adopted the following resolutions: 

Whereas the Churches of Bethel & Crawfordville have appeared by their commissioner according to the order of Presbytery, and not being able to assign such reasons as Pres​bytery deems of sufficient weight to bar the action contemplated, therefore Resolved That the Pastoral relation existing between Rev. A. H. Barkley and those Churches be and is hereby dissolved and that Rev. H. B. Boude be directed to preach in said church or churches at his earliest convenience and declare them vacant.

2. Resolved That Presbytery do now proceed to the installation of Rev A. H. Barkley as Evangelist

[119]

of this Presbytery. The chairman of the Committee on Evangelistic Work was instructed to issue a pastoral letter directed to all our Churches, in the name of Presbytery setting be​fore them the work now undertaken.
A letter was read from Rev. S. R. Frierson giving reasons for absence from this meeting, and his reasons were sustained.

An invitation from the Session of the Columbus Church to the General Assembly to meet in Columbus in May 1874 was approved and endorsed by the Presbytery.

Rev. A. H. Barkley with Rev. S. R. Frierson as alternate, was appointed to preach in the pulpit of our commissioners to the General Assembly on the 3rd Sabbath in May. 







Presbytery took recess until 7 o’clock p.m.

At 7 o’clock Presbytery met and proceeded with the installation of the Evangelist, the Moderator propounding the constitutional questions and Rev. Joseph Bardwell delivering the charge.

Presbytery then adjourned to meet at Artesia on the call of the Moderator, or in his absence, that of the Stated Clerk. Closed with prayer and the apostolic benediction.








A. P. Smith, Mod.








H. B. Boude, Tem. Clk.

Attest:

J. N. Carothers, Stated Clerk.
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Artesia, Miss







May 20th 1873

The Presbytery met at 11 o’clock a.m. according to adjournment, being regularly called by the Stated Clerk, and was called to order by the Stated Clerk. There being no Mod​erator present, Rev. S. R. Frierson was called to the chair, and Rev. H. B. Boude ap​pointed Temporary Clerk. Presbytery was then constituted with prayer.

The roll was called and the following members present:

Rev. S. R. Frierson, A. H. Barkley, J. N. Carothers and H. B. Boude, Ministers, with Elders W. H. Perkins from Columbus Church and J. W. Cavenaugh from Crawfordville.

Rev. Mr. Gaines of the Mississippi conference being present, was invited to sit as a cor​res​ponding member.

A letter was received from Rev. J. Bardwell assigning reasons for absence from this meet​ing, which were sustained. 

A letter was read from Rev. D. F. Smith asking a letter of dismission from this Presbytery to join the Presbytery of Knoxville, Tenn., and he was accordingly so dismissed.

Presbytery then proceeded to the main business before us, viz., the examination of the candidate, Mr. Joseph C. Carothers for licensure as a probationer for the gospel ministry. Mr. Carothers delivered a popular sermon from I Tim., 1st Chap & 15th v. After which the roll was called, and the sermon was unanimously sustained as a part of trial. His Latin Exegesis was referred to Rev. A. H. Barkley and Elder J. W. Cavenaugh, and his Critical Exercise to Rev. J. N. Carothers & Elder W. H. Perkins, with instruction to report this afternoon. His lecture was made the order of the day for the last part of his trial exercises. Presbytery then proceeded to examine him on his literary course, pending which Presby. took recess till 2 o’clock p.m.
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2 o’clock p.m.
Presbytery met, and proceeded with the examination on the arts and sciences, Theology: natural and revealed, Ecclesiastical history, the sacraments and Church Government, all of which being concluded, the committees to whom his Latin Exegesis and Critical Exer​cise had been referred, reported very favorably and recommended their approval as parts of trial. Mr. Carothers then delivered a popular lecture from I Pet. III.19 & 20, after which the roll was called for the members to expressed their views in relation to all the parts of trial, and the whole examination was unanimously sustained and the Moderator proceeded to propound the constitutional questions and to license him according to our Form of Government, and Presbytery ordered that a license be furnished him of the fol​lowing or like form: “At Artesia, Miss., on the 20th day of May 1873, the Presbytery of Tom​beckbee, having received testimonials in favor of Joseph C. Carothers, of his having gone through a regular course of literature, of his good moral character, and of his being in the communion of the Church, proceeded to take the usual parts of trial for his licen​sure, and he, having given satisfaction as to his accomplishments in literature, as to his experimental acquaintance with religion, and as to his proficiency in divinity and other studies, the Presbytery did, and hereby do express their approbation of all these parts of trial, and he having adopted the Confession of Faith of this Church, and satisfactorily answered the questions appointed to be put to candidates to be licensed, the Presbytery did and hereby do license him, the said Joseph C. Carothers to preach the gospel of Christ, as a probationer for the holy ministry within the bounds of this Presbytery, or wherever else he shall be orderly called.”
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Rev. A. H. Barkley offered his resignation as chairman of the Committee of Education whereupon his resignation was accepted and Rev. Joseph Bardwell chosen to fill his place.
Presbytery then adjourned to meet again at the call of the Stated Clerk. Closed with prayer.








S. R. Frierson, Mod.








H. B. Boude, Tem. Clk.

J. N. Carothers, Stated Clk.

Note. Rev. A. H. Barkley stated on resigning his connection with Education, that he had received for this cause, since his last report $146.40/100 and had disbursed for the same time $155. The excess disbursements for this time added to the former excesses makes a balance due the treasurer of $196.








J. N. Carothers, S. C.








Meridian, Miss.







July 8th 1873

Presbytery met according to adjournment on the call of the Stated Clerk, and was called to order and opened with prayer by Rev. S. J. Love, by request of the last Moderator present, Rev. H. B. Boude, acting as Temporary Clerk.

Ministers Present:

S. J. Love, Joseph Bardwell, A. P. Smith, D.D., S. J. Bingham and H. B. Boude.

Elders Present:

W. A. McMillan from Aberdeen and R. F. Houston from the Meridian Church.

The Rev. A. P. Smith stated that at his request the Stated Clerk had designated this time and place for the meeting of Presbytery in order that he might request the Presbytery to dissolve the Pastoral relation now existing between himself and the Aberdeen Church (with a vision to his acceptance of a call to Dallas, Texas). The Aberdeen Church ap​peared by delegate, W. A. McMillan, and waiving all constitutional rights in the prem​ises, united with Bro. Smith in his request.
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Whereupon the united request was granted.
Rev. A. P. Smith as our commissioner to the General Assembly, for himself and in behalf of Dr. J. M. Henson the lay commissioner, reported their attendance upon all the sittings of the Assembly &c. His report was received and their diligence approved.

Rev. A. P. Smith offered his resignation as chairman of [the] Committee of Publication, which was accepted, and Rev. S. J. Bingham was chosen to fill the vacancy. 

At the re​quest of Rev. A. P. Smith, a letter was granted to him, to join the Presbytery of Eastern Texas.

Rev. S. R. Frierson was instructed to preach and hold a communion meeting at Aberdeen as early in August as might suit his convenience, and declare the pulpit vacant.

The following resolution was unanimously adopted:

“Resolved, That in dismissing Rev A. P. Smith, D.D. to a far-off field, Presbytery desires to express their confidence in him as a preacher of the pure gospel, as a brother beloved, as a man generous and noble, as a Christian whom we expect to meet on the other side of the River.”

Rev. J. Bardwell, corresponding member of the Assembly’s Committee of Education made a statement of the necessities of his work, that we must raise $350, much of which has been advanced by our former chairman. On motion, Bro. Bardwell was authorized to make an appeal to the churches for funds to meet this necessity.

The minutes were read, corrected and approved, and presbytery then adjourned to meet at DeKalb on Thursday the 2nd day of October next, at 11 o’clock a.m. Closed with prayer and benediction.








S. J. Love, Mod.








H. B. Boude, Tem. Clk.

Attest:
J. N. Carothers, Stated Clerk.
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DeKalb, Miss.








October 2nd 1873

Presbytery met at 11 o’clock a.m., according to adjournment, and was opened with a ser​mon by Rev A. H. Barkley, the last Moderator present, from Gal. IV.4 & 5. After the ser​mon Presbytery was called to order by Rev. A. H. Barkley and constituted with prayer.

The roll was called and the following members were present, viz.:

Ministers


Elders


from

Churches

Rev. S. R. Frierson

A. Ames



Starkville

Rev. A. H. Barkley

M. I. K. Bowen


Aberdeen
Rev. S. J. Love

R. F. Houston



Meridian
Rev. J. N. Carothers

Jno M. Peden



Friendship

Rev. J. Bardwell

A. M. Dinsmore


Macon

Rev. O. H. P. Smyth

T. L. Moore



Bethsalem

Rev. H. B. Boude

T. A. Campbell


Smyrna

Rev. S. J. Bingham

R. E. Adams



Wahalak

Rev. M. J. McLean

J. M. Ware



Perkinsville





B. F. Smyth



Louisville

Absent



A. G. Ellis



DeKalb

Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D.

E. Love



Lebanon

Rev. H. C. Smith

Jas. Nelson



Fairview





J. Adams



Lawrence




J. M. McNair



Carolina





T. J. Peden



Pleasant Spring





D. D. McLaurin


Pendleton





Wm Steen 



Oak Grove

Rev. H. B. Boude was chosen Moderator and Rev. M. J. McLean Temporary Clerk. 

The minutes of the last stated meeting and of three adjourned meetings, and the Standing Rules were read.







Presbytery took recess till 3 o’clock p.m., 

at which time Presbytery met.

The Moderator announced the following committees:

On Devotional Exercises—Rev. S. J. Love & Elder Ellis.

Judicial Committee—Rev. S. R. Frierson & Elder Houston.

On Bills & Overtures—Rev. A. H. Barkley & Elder Bowen.

On Narrative—Rev. J. Bardwell & Elder Nelson.
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Rev. A. H. Barkley reported the organization of the Oak Grove Church, according to the order of Presbytery, and Rev. S. J. Bingham reported the organization of the Church at Shu​buta, which reports were approved and the Churches ordered to be enrolled.
The Presbyterial Conference was made the order of the day for Saturday after recess, and the Presbyterial Sermon, for Saturday at 11 o’clock a.m., and the report on Evangelistic labor to follow the sermon. The report of the Committee on Education was made the order of the day for tomorrow night after public worship. 

The report on Sustentation was read by Rev. H. B. Boude, chairman of that committee, which report was received & approved and is as follows:

“Since the last meeting of Presbytery, we have made the effort to get some of our minis​ters, who are teaching or farming a part of their time, to accept of a supplemental sal​ary from the committee, and devote their whole time to the work of the ministry, but have failed. This Presbytery is drawing nothing from the Central Committee. The time for collections for this fund is the first Sabbath in January. From the Disabled Minister’s Fund your committee has drawn $75.00 and has paid to the widow of our late Brother Bradshaw $50 and to Mrs. Gladney $25.00. No collections for this fund have been re​ported except from Columbus, Meridian, Friendship and Fairview Churches. We would call the attention of Presbytery to the importance of this fund and urge our churches not to neglect it.”

The report on Foreign Missions was made the first order of the day for tomorrow morn​ing. [Handing in and reading of] the written narratives from the churches was made the 2nd order of the day for tomorrow.

Macon was chosen as the place for the next Spring meeting of Presbytery.

A committee, consisting of Rev Messrs Bardwell & Love & Elder Ames, was appointed to report subjects for Presbyterial
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Sermon & Conference and nominate the Preacher & Essayist.

Presbytery resolved to meet every morning during its sessions at ¼ before 9 o’clock, then adjourned to meet at that hour tomorrow morning. 









Closed with prayer. 







Friday morning, Oct. 3rd.

Presbytery met according to adjournment, a quorum being present. The first half hour was spent in devotional exercises, after which the minutes of yesterday were read, cor​rected & approved.

Rev. S. R. Frierson, chairman of Committee on Foreign Missions made his report as follows: That he had received $2.50 from Lebanon Church, $10.50 from Starkville Church, which sums are on hand, and that Bro. Bardwell has reported $35 from the Meridian Church, which has been forwarded to the Committee at Columbia, making the sum total $48.00.

Narratives of the state of religion were read from the following churches: Columbus, Starkville, Macon, Friendship, Houston, Okolona, Meridian, Aberdeen, Crawfordville, Bethsalem, Garlandsville, Louisville, DeKalb, Lebanon, Lawrence, West Point, Pleasant Spring, Oak Grove, Centre Point, & Perkinsville. Verbal statements were heard from several churches which had not sent up written narratives.
Rev. A. H. Barkley read to Presbytery calls from the Churches of Okolona & Oak Grove for the Pastoral services of Rev D. K. McFarland of the Presbytery of Chickasaw with the accompanying certificates, which were found to be in order; Whereupon it was ordered That said calls, properly certified be returned to the Churches to be laid before the Chick​a​saw Presby. 

The following committee was appointed on assessment, viz.: Elders R. F. Houston, R. R. Spann and A. M. Dinsmore.

Rev. A. H. Barkley read a request from Rev. H. C. Smith, asking leave to resign his Pastoral charge of the Pendleton Church and also the action of said Church in relation thereto, & also made explanatory comments.
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Whereupon I was Resolved, That while this joint request is somewhat irregular in form, it be granted, and that the Pastoral relation existing between Rev. H. C. Smith and the Pendleton Church be & is hereby dissolved, and that our Evangelist be directed to preach at said Church at his earliest convenience and declare the Church vacant.
The Oak Grove Church presented a written request to Presbytery to grant them leave to employ the Rev. J. D. West of the Chickasaw Presbytery as a Temporary Supply, pro​vided the way be clear. Their request was granted, and permission given to Rev. J. D. West to labor within our bounds.

The Starkville Church asked leave to continue the services of Rev. S. R. Frierson, for one-half his time, for the next year, promising him $500. The request was granted.  The Houston Church obtained leave to continue the services of Rev. J. N. Carothers, one-fourth of his time, for the next year, promising at least $200.






Presbytery then took recess till after public worship.

After recess, the Moderator addressed the Presbytery on the subject of Systematic Benev​olence, in according with a Standing Rule of Presbytery.






Then Presbytery took recess till 2 ½ o’clock p.m.

At 2 ½ o’clock Presbytery was called to order.

The committee to report subjects for Presbyterial Sermon & Conference, and nominate Preacher & Essayist reported. Subject for Presbyterial Sermon, “Scriptural Evidences for a State of Grace in the Heart,” Rev. S. J. Bingham to preach it, and Rev. A. H. Barkley his alternate. Subject for Conference, “ A Scriptural Revival of Religion, and the Best Means of Securing and Promoting It,” Rev. S. R. Frierson essayist, and Rev. A. H. Bark​ley, his alternate. The report was received and adopted.
A communication was received from Rev. J. H. Thompson, giving reasons for his ab​sence,
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and returning his certificate of dimission to join the Presbytery of New Orleans, giving satisfactory reasons for retaining it, and asking that his name be restored to our roll. His reasons were sustained and his request was granted.

A petition was received and read from sundry persons, members of Bethsalem Church, asking Presbytery to organize them into a Church and to dedicate their new house of worship; Whereupon it was resolved, that our Evangelist be instructed to visit that lo​cality, at his earliest convenience, and if, in his judgment, the way be clear, that he organ​ize the petitioners into a Church.

Permission was granted to Mr. W. H. Thomas, agent of the South Western Bible Society to address the Presbytery on the subject of his agency. After his address the following res​o​lu​tion was adopted: Resolved, that this Presbytery has heard with pleasure, from Mr W. H. Thomas of the efforts being made, by the South Western Bible Society to distrib​ute the word of God, among the people in our bounds, and would earnestly commend him & this noble cause to the confidence and liberality of our people.

The report of the Committee on Evangelistic Work was made the order of the day for tomorrow, 3 p.m.

Rev. S. J. Love & Elder T. L. Moore were appointed a Committee on Leave of Absence.





Presbytery took recess till after Divine Service tonight.

After recess, Presbytery was called to order and Rev. J. Bardwell, chairman of [the] Com​mittee on Education made a report, which was received & adopted as follows:

“That since his appointment in May last, forty-two ($42) dollars have been received by him, and thirty ($30) dollars paid to our candidate, Mr. Jerry Witherspoon, leaving twelve ($12) dollars in hand. Twelve months ago Presbytery ordered an assessment upon the churches to meet the necessities of this cause
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The following churches have responded to this call, in the sums here annexed to their names:
Bethel Church

Assessed
$25

Paid
$17 to A.H.B.

Columbus



  75


  75 to A.H.B.

Crawfordville



  15


    9 to A.H.B.

Centre Point



    5


    5 to A.H.B.

Friendship



  20


  33.50 to A.H.B.

Garlandsville



  10


  23—$6 to A.H.B., $17 to J.B.

Good Hope



    8


    5 to A.H.B.

Lebanon



  10


    6 to A.H.B.

Meridian



  25


  26 to A.H.B.

Perkinsville



  10


  10 to A.H.B.

Pisgah




  10


  10 to A.H.B. & $5 to

Starkville



  20


  20 to J.B.







[total and certain other notations are blotted]

No response from the following churches (whose assessments may be found on pages 93 & 94): Aberdeen, Bethsalem, Beersheba, Bethany, Carolina, Cooksville, Enterprise, Enon, Hamilton, Houston, Knox, Fairview, Lawrence, Louisville, Macon, Montrose, Oko​​lona, Paulding, Pendleton, New Hope, Pleasant Spring, Philadelphus, Salem, Scooba, Smyrna, Toomsuba, Unity, Wahalak, & West Point.

The assessments of these delinquent churches amount in the aggregate to $284. From this statement it will be seen that the amount now due from the assessment of last year will nearly liquidate the entire indebtedness of Presbytery and meet the demands of our candi​date through the current year. But judging from the past, it is quite certain that many of the churches will not meet this assessment, and therefore the necessity is laid upon the contributing churches to make as liberal contributions to this cause as they can, and for​ward them promptly to the corresponding member of the Assembly’s committee at Mer​id​ian, Miss.”

Presbytery adjourned till ¼ before 9 o’clock tomorrow morning.










Closed with prayer.
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Saturday morning, Oct 4th
Presbytery met at the time appointed, and spent a half hour in devotional exercises. The minutes of yesterday were read, corrected, and approved. Rev. S. J. Bingham, chairman of [the] Committee of Publication reported, “That since his appointment in July last, no money has been placed in his hands for the cause of Publication. We would recommend that a collection be taken up in all our churches, on the first Sabbath in March next, for this object, as is enjoined by the General Assembly, and as regards the circular from Rev. E. T. Baird, D.D., Secretary of Publication, calling the attention of Presbytery to the sub​ject of the endowment fund, we would call the attention of the ministers & elders to this subject & recommend that they present this subject to their respective churches on the first Sabbath in December next, that an opportunity may be given to the benevolent to con​tribute to this object.” His report was received & adopted.

The Committee on Bills & Overtures reported no business, and was discharged. The Judi​cial Committee made a like report and was also discharged.

The Committee on Assessment reported as follows: That the following apportionment be made for Education:

Columbus
$30
Garlandsville 
$5
Philadelphus
$4
Bethany
$3

Meridian
  12
Beersheba
  5
Knox

  5
West Point
  3
Bethel

  10
Pisgah

  5
Enon

  5
Centre Point
  3
Aberdeen
  12
Scooba

  6
Lebanon
  5
Pleasant Spring 2
Starkville
  10
Wahalak
  5
Fairview
  5
Paulding
  2
Friendship   
    8
Perkinsville
  3
Good Hope
  4
Pendleton
  2
Bethsalem
    8
Louisville
  5
Montrose
  4
Mt. Moriah
  2
Okolona
  10
Houston
  5
Lawrence
  3
New Hope
  2
Crawfordville
    7
Enterprise
  7
Hamilton
  2
Salem

  2
Smyrna
    7
Unity

  5
Carolina
  4
Oak Grove
  5
Macon

    8
DeKalb
  5
Toomsuba
  4
Shubuta
  3
[131]

amounting in the aggregate to $252. The report was received and adopted.
The Stated Clerk informed the Presbytery that Mr R. B. Williamson, once a Licentiate under our care whose license was revoked by this Presbytery in 1860 had come from Washington City to meet the Presbytery, and is now present, desiring an investigation of his case, and, if the way can be made clear, to have his license restored, and to be dismissed to the care of the Presbytery of Chesapeake; Whereupon the following resolu​tion was offered & adopted: Resolved, That a committee be appointed by the Moderator to consist of three Ministers & three Elders, to whom the whole matter touching the case of Bro. R. B. Williamson be referred, and that said committee report what action, if any, should be taken in the premises. The Moderator appointed the following committee, viz.: Rev. Messrs. J. N. Carothers, A. H. Barkley & J. Bardwell and Elders A. G. Ellis, J. M. Ware & R. F. Houston. 

Presbytery then heard the Presbyterial Sermon preached by Rev. H. B. Boude on “Pres​by​​ter​ianism.”

Rev. J. Bardwell, chairman of the Committee on the Narrative made a report which was received and adopted & ordered to be forwarded to Synod, and is as follows:
“Written narratives from about one-half of our churches have been received—from which the following facts are gathered. The churches enjoying the stated means of grace give evi​dence of growth and encouragement in almost every department. Congregations are good, attention to the preaching of the gospel earnest & solemn, Sabbath schools re​ceiv​ing increased attention, Prayer meetings usually kept up regularly where at all practic​able, and the grace of giving and giving systematically more faithfully exercised. A few of our churches report precious seasons
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of revival and large accessions to their membership, while others report slow but steady growth. Our vacant churches, so far as heard from, are in a more prosperous and hopeful condition than for years previously, due in great measure to the earnest & faithful labors of our Evangelist. Some of them have been greatly edified and strengthened through his instrumentality. Only one of our churches reports the observance of the monthly concert of prayer for Missions which duty Presbytery would earnestly commend to the attention of all our churches. While there are many things to deplore and humble us before God, we find much to encourage our hearts & strengthen our hands. The evangelistic work Pres​bytery inaugurated upon its true basis last Spring promises to be the instrumentality in the hands of God of great good. We trust that as a Presbytery we are entering upon a new and better career in which our hitherto destitute and almost lifeless churches shall be awakened to a greater zeal and efficiency.”





Presbytery took recess till ½ past 2 o’clock p.m.

After recess Presbytery met. The Committee on Evangelistic Work, through the chair​man, Rev H. B. Boude, made a report which was received and approved, and is as follows:

“That on the adjournment of Presbytery in the Spring we immediately complied with the instructions of Presbytery and issued a circular, through the Post Office notifying the churches that the Rev. A. H. Barkley had been put in the field, that the first Sabbath in September was the day set apart for collections for this object. (We would further report that Rev. A. H. Barkley has been diligently at work, and from his monthly reports to the committee we have the evidence that the Lord has greatly blessed his labors wherever he has
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been. He has confined his labors to the vacant churches except when he saw an opportunity to develop a sentiment for his own work. For the particulars of his labors we refer you to his report.) The churches that have been visited by our Evangelist have con​tributed to the work, and we are encouraged to hope that we will have little difficulty in making up the salary, but to do this we must have the cooperation of the stronger churches. From these we have not yet heard, and this fact impresses us with the greater fact that Pastors & Sessions are not sufficiently careful and punctual in instructing the people, and in giving them an opportunity to contribute of their means ‘as the Lord may prosper them.’ We would be glad of any instructions from Presbytery which would en​able us to press this matter to a successful completion.”
Rev. A. H. Barkley our Evangelist then submitted his report which was received and approved and is as follows: “On the 11th of April last I was regularly installed as the Evan​gelist of this body, and the following week entered upon the duties of the office, and for a period of five and a half months, have been actively engaged in the work assigned me. By order of Presbytery I organized, on the 18th of April, at Houlka Schoolhouse the Oak Grove Church, consisting of 31 members, with five Elders & four Deacons. The lo​cation for the new Church is six miles west of Friendship, near the crossing of the Hous​ton & Pontotoc & Okolona Roads, at Harrald’s Store. At the time of the organi​za​tion steps were taken to erect, during the summer, a house of worship, and the funds nec​es​sary for its completion raised within two months following. In August last, at their special request, I visited this people again, and preached for them five days. The foundation of the new church was laid three weeks prior to my second visit, and, by persevering labor, the work was so far completed, that we were able to occupy the house on that occasion.
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The house is a substantial wooden building, 64 feet in length, by 32 in width, embracing the Session room, which is separated from the main audience room, and is so constructed that, if occasion should demand, the two can be thrown into one and used for the ac​com​modation of the congregation. Six members more from the Friendship Church were at that time received on certificate, and three additional elders installed. This church now numbers 37 members, has eight elders & four deacons. It has a monthly prayer meet​ing conducted by the members of Session. There is also a flourishing union Sabbath school held at or near the Church, in which the Church & the children thereof are well repre​sented. The zeal and energy which have characterized this people since they were set off from Friendship Church is worthy of emulation. The church building, when completed, which will be during the present year, will be free of debt, & a warranty title has already been secured to the site on which it stands. The members of the Church pledge $200 for one-fourth of a minister’s time and this sum will be paid punctually. The territory in which the church is situated is large and the material abundant, out of which to construct a strong & flourishing church, and what is needed now is a zealous, godly man as an undershepherd, to lead them forth, and break to the people the bread of life. The religious interest in this community is growing and we trust that the day is near at hand when the seed which has been sown there will bring forth a bountiful harvest to the Lord. We have been thus particular in reporting the organization of this Church and its history, from the fact that it is a new enterprise and its location & surroundings hitherto have been un​known to a large portion of this body. 
Of the 19 vacant churches reported upon our roll, I have visited and preached to the following, viz.: Okolona, Fairview, Bethel, Craw​ford​ville, Knox, Unity, Philadelphus, Paulding, Montrose & Beersheba.
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A new church was organized at Shubuta in March last by Rev. S. J. Bingham, by order of presbytery, consisting of eleven members, with two elders. I visited this church in June, and ministered to it for three days, and found its members, though few in number, full of zeal in the Master’s cause. Arrangements were made by the Session of Fairview Church with the Rev. J. M. Carothers to supply that pulpit until the present meeting of Presby​tery, and he entered upon his labors there the first Sabbath of June. The Shubuta Session employed the Rev. S. J. Bingham for an unlimited time to preach for them on fifth Sab​baths, being unable to make any other arrangements. At one time the prospect of perma​nently supplying the Churches at Okolona, Oak Grove, and Fairview was somewhat en​couraging, but our expectations have been disappointed, for a time at least. Some of the above-mentioned churches have been visited twice, and others three times owing to their peculiar situations, and the urgent necessity of securing to them, if possible, the stated means of grace. 
The Pendleton Church is reported upon our roll as supplied, Rev. H. C. Smith being the Pastor thereof, but having learned from reliable sources, that the people of this charge were destitute of the preached word, and having to pass through their im​med​​i​ate neigh​bor​hood, in order to reach a vacant field, I felt constrained to ascertain all the facts in the case, and therefore made them a visit, embracing the first Sabbath of Aug​ust, and there learned that they had had but three sermons preached to them by their Pas​tor for a period of 19 months. Frequent appointments were made by him during this time but only three were filled. After diligent inquiry into the cause of the Pastor’s apparent ne​glect of duty, I became fully satisfied that the circumstances which surrounded him were of such a nature as to excuse him in a measure for failing to comply with his obliga​tions to that people. While therefore we became convinced that the Church
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was well-satisfied with him as a preacher, and was still willing and anxious to receive instruction from him, provided he could meet his obligations to them. Yet finding, as we did, that the same difficulties (and they were difficulties over which he had no control) that had existed in the past, would prevent him from supplying them, at but long intervals at best, I advised the Church Session to notify the Rev. H. C. Smith that they would call a congregational meeting, and ask him to unite with them in a request to Presbytery, at its present sessions, to dissolve the Pastoral relation, and thus relieve the Church of its pres​ent condition. God was pleased to pour out his spirit upon this Church during our visit and grant them a gracious refreshing from his presence. The services were continued with increasing interest for 6 days & nights, and the people of God were greatly revived. Six were added to the Church on profession of their faith in Christ, and we are informed that others, who, on that occasion, were inquiring on the way of salvation, have since united with another evangelical church. The people are hungering & thirsting after righteousness and are anxious for a living ministry in their midst. 
No one of the various churches in the vast field over which we have passed is of itself able to sustain the gospel, composed as they are, in large measure of females, many of whom are widows with large families, and barely able to make a support, and others whose husbands are men of the world who, therefore can only contribute what is deemed, by those upon whom they are dependent, their just proportion. The burden necessarily falls heavily upon a few who have willing hearts but scanty resources whence to draw. In order, therefore, to meet in any measure the urgent wants of these churches, as well as the ten remaining vacant ones to be visited & supply them with the means of grace it will be necessary for those which are contigu​ous
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to each other to be associated under one man, in groups of three or four as the necessities of the case shall demand and the means at their command will justify. 
To show to the Pres​bytery the feasibility of this plan, and enable it to see the situation of the churches, their location and their ability to support the gospel, so far as the informa​tion placed at our disposal would enable us to do, we have grouped the churches as fol​lows: 
Okolona, Oak Grove, and Fairview Churches on the northern limit of the Presbytery, & located in the County of Chickasaw, are at a convenient distance from each other, and are prepared to unite in the support of a minister, and will contribute jointly the sum of one thousand & twenty dollars for this purpose. 
West Point on the Mobile & Ohio R.R. in Colfax [Clay] County
 and the three Churches: Hamilton, Unity & Beersheba, east of the Tom​big​bee River, one in Monroe County and the other two in Lowndes, present a wide field for use​fulness. I have data before me from but one of these churches, that of Unity, but I am satisfied that $600 can be raised, the first year. 
In these four churches: Knox, Scooba, Wahalak, and Smyrna & Pleasant Spring—the last two consolidated, would make one of the most attractive fields in the bounds of this Pres​bytery. The membership embraced within this territory is abundantly able to sustain a min​​ister without any assistance from the Committee of Sustentation. The only obstacle in the way of such an arrangement is that Knox & Scooba, if we are correctly informed, feel that they ought to comply with their obligation to their former minister before assuming new ones, and hence are not prepared to do anything toward supporting the gospel in their midst, except as it shall from time to time be furnished them by your Evangelist, until they shall have liquidated their former debt. 
Paulding, Pendleton, & Montrose, all in the County of Jasper, present an inviting field of labor. The material is abundant at two of these churches, and I know of no place where the word
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preached is more highly appreciated, than among the people of these churches. Had they ability to do corresponding with their willingness of mind it would be an easy matter to furnish them the gospel. 
The Churches of Crawfordville & Bethel in the County of Lowndes, which were once able to support the preached word, have been so weakened by deaths in the latter, that not more than $500 can now be raised by them for this purpose. 
From the information laid before us we feel satisfied that the Church at Cooksville has become so near extinct, as to demand some action at the hands of this body, and we would recommend that the church be dissolved, and that the members thereof be directed to unite with the Centre Point Church. 
The above grouping of the churches leaves Phila​delphus, which is 7 miles east of Waynes​​​boro, and is on our extreme southern limit, Lebanon, in Choctaw on our extreme western boundary, and Bethany in Colfax County, without any churches contiguous to them with which to associate. We had hoped to provide by Philadelphus by associating it with some of the stronger churches on the railroad, but in this we have been disappointed.
In recapitulating the labors performed since we entered upon this work, we have to report one church organized, six elders ordained and twelve installed, five deacons ordained & six installed, nineteen members received, ten on certificate and nine on profession of their faith, three adult baptisms, and eight infants, fifty-two families visited & preached 96 sermons. The average contributions to this cause from the vacant churches visited, and from which contributions have been received is about 62 ½ cents per member. The wants in the vast field which is opened before us are many & pressing. We need men after God’s own heart, men who
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are willing to endure hardness as good soldiers of the cross, to go out into these desti​tu​tions & preach the gospel of Christ. The field is white unto the harvest, but the laborers are few. The cry has been constantly made to us, ‘Can you not send us a minister?’ The people are anxious to hear the gospel, and flock to the house of God with earnest hearts and listening ears whenever an announcement is made that the gospel is to be preached. We need the means to send these men forth, and to sustain them in their arduous labors, and above all we need the prayers of God’s people, and a refreshing from God’s pres​ence. If we have been instrumental in accomplishing anything for Christ, if our efforts have added anything to the welfare of his Church, it is all due to the blessing of God, & to his name be all the glory.
Presbyterial Conference was introduced. There being no essayist present, Rev. J. N. Carothers was called to open the conference, the subject being, “Should preaching be exclusively extemporaneous?” After which, the roll was called for all the members to express their views on the subject. 
The following subjects were assigned to Mr Jerry Witherspoon for his trial exercises, viz.:

For a Latin Exegesis—“Divinis rebus quid prodest?”

For a Critical Exercise—Heb. VI.1-6.

For a Popular Lecture—John XIV.15-17.

For a Popular Sermon—Heb. IV.15th [verse].

The Committee on Leave of Absence reported that they had granted leave to Rev. O. H. P. Smyth & Rev. M. J. McLean, and Elders R. R. Spann, Jas. S. Nelson, James A. McNair, T. L. Moore, E. Love, & B. F. Smyth. The report was received and approved.

Resolved, That the thanks of Presbytery be tendered to the citizens of DeKalb for the use of their hospitality, and to the Baptist brethren for the use of their house of worship, and to the several railroads for reduced fare.
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The following report was made by the committee to whom the case of R. B. Williamson was referred, “That in order to examine all the important evidence bearing upon this case they ask further time, and recommend that when Presbytery adjourns, it adjourn to meet at the call of the Moderator during the sessions of Synod at Hazlehurst at which time the committee hope to be able to make their final report.”
Their report was received & the committee continued. Presbytery then adjourned to meet at the call of the Moderator, as suggested in the above report. Closed with singing and prayer and the apostolic benediction.








H. B. Boude, Moderator








M. J. McLean, Tem. Clk

Attest:
J. N. Carothers, Stated Clk

Your committee have examined the records of the Tombeckbee Presbytery, & find them in order & recommend their approval from page 101 to page 115 inclusive, & from 118 to 140 inclusive, pages 116 & 117 being left blank, a [indecipherable word] omission on the part of the Stated Clerk. Also the initial letters of the names of the days of the weeks are written in the small form instead of the usual capital. Also on pages 113, 115, & 119 mention is made of the installation of an ordained minister as an evangelist. A man may be set apart, or ordained to a work, but he can be installed only over a church or people. Adopted by the Synod of Mississippi in session at Hazlehurst, Miss., Nov. 1st 1873.








A. H. Barkley, Moderator.

N.B.—Note by the Stated Clk who is censured. The blank pages 116 & 117 were oc​casioned by the accidental sticking together of the leaves in turning them over. I can find but one single instance of the name of the day of the week beginning with a small letter.
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Hazlehurst, Miss.







October 30th 1873

Presbytery met agreeably to adjournment. The Moderator being absent, Presbytery was opened with prayer by Rev. A. H. Barkley, the last Moderator present. 

The following members were present, viz.: 

Ministers:

Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D., S. J. Bingham, A. H. Barkley, J. Bardwell and S. R. Frierson.

Elders:

R. F. Houston from Meridian, J. T. Peden from Friendship 

and W. H. Perkins from Columbus.

Rev. S. R. Frierson was appointed Clerk pro tem. 

The case of Mr. R. B. Williamson was taken up. On motion, Rev. S. R. Frierson, Rev. S. J. Bingham and Elders W. H. Perkins & J. W. T. Peden were added to the committee on this case.
Presbytery then took recess, to meet at the call of the Moderator.








Saturday, Nov. 1st.

At the call of the Moderator, Presbytery met. Present as before. Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D. rendered reasons for his absence from the meeting at DeKalb, which were sustained. Rev. J. N. Carothers, by letter, rendered satisfactory reasons for his absence from this meeting. 

The committee on the case of Mr. Williamson made a report which was received, and unanimously adopted as follows:

“The committee to whom was referred the application of Mr. R. B. Williamson, after a patient and impartial consideration of all the facts in the case at their command, Report, That Whereas the Presbytery did in October 1860 revoke the license of Mr. Williamson, then a probationer for the gospel ministry under our care, And Whereas the said William​son did in April 1870 make application to this Presbytery to rescind its action taken in 1860 & restore him to his former status as a licentiate of this Presbytery, which request Presbytery unanimously
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refused to grant, and Whereas Mr. Williamson again applies to this Presbytery, asking them to cancel their former action, and reinstate him as a licentiate of this Presbytery. Therefore 1st. Resolved, that Presbytery reaffirms its action, taken in April 1870, as to the facts therein stated. But in view of confessions & explanations made by Mr Williamson, of his contumacy of the authority of Presbytery, and being desirous of giving him the benefit of any reasonable doubt, Presbytery would be glad to indulge the hope that the moral dereliction implied in the aforesaid allegations proceeded from a misapprehension of facts on his part.
2nd. Resolved, That this action shall be regarded as final, so far as the agency of this Pres​bytery is concerned. The Presbytery claiming its constitutional prerogative in this & all similar cases (see Form of Gov. Ch. XIV, Sec. xi.)

3rd. Resolved, That Presbytery does not design, by the foregoing action to foreclose the way to any other Presbytery, which, in view of all the facts in this case, may be inclined to take up Mr. Williamson, de novo, and introduce him into the gospel ministry.”








Signed, [Committee]








Joseph Bardwell








S. R. Frierson








R. F. Houston








W. H. Perkins








J. W. T. Peden

Presbytery instructed the Committee on Education to recommend our Licentiate, J. C. Carothers, now in the Theological Seminary at Columbia, S. C. to the Assembly’s Com​mittee at Richmond, Va., for pecuniary aid. 

Presbytery then adjourned to meet at Macon, Miss., on the Thursday before the first full moon in April 1874. Closed with prayer and the apostolic benediction.








A. H. Barkley, Mod.








S. R. Frierson, Tem. Clk.

Attest:

J. N. Carothers, S. C.
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Macon, Miss.







March 26th 1874

Presbytery met according to adjournment at 11 o’clock a.m. and was opened with a ser​mon by Rev. H. B. Boude, Moderator, from Ezek. XXXIII.7, 8 & 9: “O son of man I have set thee a watchman” &c. After sermon, Presbytery was constituted with prayer.

The roll was called and the following members were present:

Ministers


Elders




Churches

Rev. A. H. Barkley

A. Ames

from

Starkville
Rev. S. J. Love

M. I. K. Bowen


Aberdeen
Rev. J. N. Carothers

R. R. Spann



Garlandsville
Rev. J. Bardwell

J. M. Ware



Perkinsville
Rev. H. B. Boude

J. D. Hutchinson


Hamilton
Rev. S. J. Bingham

W. H. Perkins



Columbus
Rev. O. H. P. Smyth

H. J. Carter



Meridian




Wm Marion



Friendship
Absent



A. M. Dinsmore


Macon




J. F. McLeod



Centre Point
Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D.

R. N. Taylor



Enterprise
Rev. S. R. Frierson*

D. C. McFarland


Lawrence
Rev. M. J. McLean

B. F. Smyth



Louisville
Rev. H. C. Smith*

J. M. Johnson



Bethsalem
Rev. J. H. Thomson

L. D. McDowell


Okolona




A. C. Molloy



Unity
* Afterwards appeared.
Jno. A. Minniece


Wahalak




Davis McJunkin


Oak Grove





Frank Brown



Shubuta

Rev. J. Bardwell was chosen Moderator and Elder W. H. Perkins Tem. Clerk. 

Rev. E. E. Hamilton, pastor of the Methodist Church in Macon, being present was invited to sit as a corresponding member.







Presbytery took recess till 2 ½ o’clock p.m.

Presbytery met at the appointed hour. The minutes of [the] last regular meeting, and subsequent called meeting and Standing Rules were read.

The Moderator announced the following committees:

Judicial Committee: S. J. Love & H. J. Carter.

Committee on Minutes of the General Assembly: S. J. Bingham, O. H. P. Smyth, A. Ames.
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On Bills & Overtures: H. B. Boude, Bowen, & B. F. Smyth.
On systematic Benevolence: A. H. Barkley, Taylor & McFarland.

On Narrative for Assembly: H. B. Boude & J. M. Ware.

On Sabbath Schools: W. H. Perkins, McLeod, & Carter.
Sessional Records were referred as follows—

Aberdeen, Houston, Columbus, Macon, Pendleton & Unity to A. H. Barkley and R. R. Spann.

Starkville, Good Hope, DeKalb, Centre Point, Enterprise to Garlandsville to J. M. Ware & J. A. Minniece.

Lawrence, Pisgah, Louisville, Perkinsville, Bethel, Crawfordville & Okolona to R. N. Taylor & J. M. Johnson.

Bethsalem, Beersheba, Smyrna, Scooba, Wahalak, Knox, Philadelphus & Shubuta to O. H. P. Smyth & A. C. Molloy.

Meridian, Friendship, Enon, Lebanon, Fairview, Carolina, Toomsuba, Bethany & West Point to S. J. Bingham & Hutchinson.

Montrose, Hamilton, Pleasant Spring, Paulding, Salem, Mount Moriah, Lauderdale & Oak Grove  to Ames & Brown.

Rev. A. H. Barkley, Evangelist, reported the organization by order of Presbytery of the Mount Zion Church, Whereupon the Church was received and the Elder, Wm Kennedy, from that Church being present, was enrolled as a member of Presbytery.

It was ordered that the Presbyterial Sermon be preached on Saturday at 11 o’clock a.m. It was further ordered that the reports of the Evangelist, and of the chairman of the Com​mittee on Evangelistic Work be made the order of business immediately after Divine Ser​vice tomorrow night, and that the report of the Committee on Education be the order of the day for Saturday morning after devotional exercises. It was further ordered that the Pres​​byterial Conference be the order of the day for 3 o’clock p.m. on Friday, and the re​port of the Committee on Sustentation be the second order of the day for Saturday morn​ing. 

Resolved, That the Stated Clerk be instructed to procure blank sessional reports to Pres​bytery 7 forward them to the Clerks of Sessions at least one month previous to the stated Spring meeting of Presbytery each year.
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Lawrence was chosen as the place for the next stated meeting of Presbytery.
Rev. S. J. Bingham, principal and Rev. J. Bardwell, alternate, and Elder R. R. Spann, principal and R. N. Taylor, his alternate, were elected commissioners to the General Assembly, to meet the 21st day of May next at Columbus, Miss. 

Deacon’s reports on Minister’s Salaries were called for, and the following churches re​ported full payment or satisfactory settlements made: viz.; Aberdeen, Meridian, Macon, Friendship, Columbus, Centre Point, Enterprise, Lawrence, Hamilton & Unity. The fol​low​ing churches reported more or less in arrears: Garlandsville, Bethsalem, Perkinsville, Louisville & Starkville. The Session of the Starkville Church was instructed to take im​med​i​ate steps to secure the payment of the balance of salary due Bro. Frierson for the past year, and the Clerk of that Session was ordered to read this instruction of Presbytery to the congregation.
Presbytery adjourned to meet tomorrow morning at 9 o’clock. 










Closed with prayer.








Friday morning, 9 o’clock,








March 27th 1874.

Presbytery met according to adjournment, and spent half an hour in devotional exercises. Rev. H. C. Smith and Rev. S. R. Frierson appeared and rendered satisfactory reasons for tardiness. Elder D. P. Black from Houston appeared and was enrolled. Rev. M. V. Noff​singer, Pastor of the Baptist Church in Macon, being present, was invited to sit as a corresponding member. 

The Moderator appointed Elders A. Ames and J. M. Ware a committee to assess the Churches for Commissioner’s Fund and Contingent Fund of the General Assembly.

Narratives on the state of religion were read from Aberdeen, Meridian, Houston, Friend​ship, Columbus, Starkville, Macon, Centre Point, Enterprise, Lawrence, Garlandsville, Louisville, Bethsalem, Perkinsville, Okolona, Hamilton, Shubuta & Mount Zion.







Presbytery took recess till 2 ½ o’clock p.m.
After recess, Presbytery resumed business. Rev. A. H. Barkley introduced the following, which was adopted:

“Whereas the 13th Standing Rule of this Presbytery makes it
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obligatory upon the Sessions of the Churches within our bounds, to send to each meeting of the Presbytery, a written narrative of the state of religion, including a specific report in regard to family religion, the observance of the Sabbath, Christian benevolence, and Sab​bath schools, and Whereas this Standing Rule is brought to the knowledge of the respec​tive Sessions by being read at each meeting of Presbytery, and Whereas many of the Ses​sions totally disregard this obligation, by failing to send their written narratives to this body, Therefore, Resolved, That such conduct on the part of said Sessions is inexcusable and highly reprehensible.”

Rev. A. H. Barkley reported on the records of Aberdeen, Columbus, Unity, and Macon Churches recommending their approval, which report was received & adopted.

Rev. S. J. Bingham reported on the records of Meridian and Friendship recommending their approval, except that the Book of Friendship is not paged. Adopted. 

Elder J. A. Minniece reported on the records of Enterprise & Garlandsville. Approved. Starkville approved except the minutes do not state that the members present were elders or that there was a Moderator. Centre Point approved, except that the Session had not complied with the Standing Rule No. 12. Report adopted.

Rev. A. H. Barkley reported on records of Houston recommending their approval except that on pages 78 & 79 matters are recorded which are purely congregational, which report was adopted.


Elder Frank Brown reported on records of Oak Grove Church, approved with the fol​low​ing exceptions, viz.: 1st. That it appears that a congregational meeting was called for the pur​pose of electing two brethren, T. J. Steen & R. Bellarion to the office of Elder without showing that it was at the request of the congregation. 2nd. That on page 8, on September 27th, it does not appear that the Session was opened with prayer. 3rd. There is no record of the appointment of a delegate to the fall meeting of Presbytery. Records of Hamilton Church approved.  The records of Lawrence approved.
[147]

except that they have not been before Presbytery since 1872.
The order of the day being Presbyterial Conference, Rev. S. R. Frierson opened the Con​ference with an Essay on the appointed subject, viz.: “The Best Means of Securing and Promoting a Scriptural Revival of Religion.” The roll was then called & pending the dis​cussion, Conference was suspended till 3 o’clock tomorrow evening.

The Moderator appointed Rev. S. J. Love and Elders R. R. Spann & J. M. Ware a Com​mittee on Leave of Absence.





Presbytery took recess until after public service tonight.

After sermon Presbytery was called to order. The order of the day was taken up and the Evangelist, Rev. A. H. Barkley read his report as follows:

“Since my last report to Presbytery I have visited and supplied the Churches of Hamilton, West Point, Aberdeen, Knox, Crawfordville, Lawrence, and Okolona. The Church at West Point, though numerically small is one of great promise, and it was deemed ex​pedient by the chairman of the committee, that this church ought to be regularly supplied, at least one Sabbath in the month. In carrying out this purpose it became my duty to visit and preach for that people for three Sabbaths. This may seem to the Presbytery a large proportion of my time to be given to one church, when there are so many other vacant points, whose wants are apparently equally as great and pressing. The importance of this place as a radiating point for Presbyterianism controlled both the chairman and the Evan​gelist acting under his advice in the matter of supply demanded and given, and we are assured that the time and labor devoted to this church was well spent. The zeal of this little church is worthy of emulation. They have purposed to have the pulpit supplied two Sabbaths in the month, and are prompt in remunerating any brother who breaks to them the bread of life. I visited the Okolona Church in February last, with a view to settling a minister among them, in connection with two neighboring churches, but owing to un​foreseen circumstances, the arrangement was not perfected, and this Church still remains vacant. During my visit at Lawrence I learned that that Church will be supplied by the Rev. S. J. Bingham, one Sabbath in the month, for the present year.
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I was prevented from reaching the Scooba Church according to appointment, in conse​quence of incessant rain. But finding a congregation assembled at Knox Church on that day I preached morning & night to an attentive audience. I also failed to reach my ap​pointment at Newton Station the first Sabbath in February, owing to a change in railroad schedule. Finding a few Presbyterian families at Shuqualak, I visited that place on the first Sabbath of March & preached twice to good congregations. On the 13th of the pres​ent month in obedience to the order of Presbytery, accompanied by the Rev. M. J. Mc​Lean, I visited the Gordon neighborhood 17 miles west of Louisville and preached two days, and on the 14th inst., I organized the Mount Zion Church with twenty-three mem​bers. Ordained & installed three Ruling Elders and three Deacons. This Church was formed of a colony, set off from the Bethsalem Church and by this enterprise, the finan​cial strength of both churches has been developed. This people, during the past year, erected & seated a very neat house of worship, 40 by 25 feet, at an expense of $600. A warranty deed has been secured to the land on which the building stands, and the Church is free from debt. It will require about $200 to complete the building. Arrangements are about perfected for the Rev. M. J. McLean to supply this Church one Sabbath in the month, at a salary of $200. We were prevented from holding service at this new Church and administering the communion on Sabbath in consequence of incessant rains. The Oak Grove Church is supplied one Sabbath in the month by the Rev. J. D. West of the Chick​asaw Presbytery. The Lebanon Church in the County of Choctaw is supplied one Sabbath in the month by the Rev. A. H. Mecklin of Central Mississippi Presbytery. Of the Churches having Stated Supplies I have visited but two, and from both these, accord​ing to the custom in the respective Churches, received contributions to the cause of Evangel​istic work.
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From this report it will be seen, that the Churches in three of our most important towns are still vacant, viz.: Aberdeen, Okolona, and West Point, and in consequence of this, the influence which these Churches might exert for Christ, is in a great measure lost to our Church. Of the forty-five Churches in our bounds, but two enjoy the stated means of grace every Sabbath, five have service twice and fourteen only once in the month, while twenty-three are vacant. These are startling facts, and necessarily lead to the inquiry, Why are these things so? That there is a cause for it, or rather a combination of causes is too patent to be denied. But in what is the cause to be found, is that which concerns us most at the present. The want of ability to support the gospel in their own midst is urged by all our vacant Churches as the reason why they are destitute. Whilst this, no doubt, is true, in whole or in part of some, is it the case with all? Could these churches which urge this as the reason, hear the Master speak to hem concerning their works done for him, & his cause, would he say of each, as he said of her who anointed him with the precious ointment, ‘She hath done what she could?’ After making all due allowance for short crops, unremunerative prices, and failures in business, it is a matter of such serious doubt, that we question very much, whether any or at leas very few of our vacant churches have fully tested the strength of their ability to support the gospel. The question discussed and settled, in most cases, is not what the gospel is worth to the church and the world, and how much we are indebted to God for it, but how much can we spare of that which is the Lord’s. Could our churches be brought to consider prayerfully the absolute necessity that there is for a preached gospel in their midst, and that they cannot afford to do without it, this long catalogue of vacancies would rapidly disappear, and we should no longer be met on every hand with the cry of poverty, and that stereotyped phrase, “We are not able to support the gospel.” 
Of the tangible causes which lie at the foundation of most of our destitutions, two have been developed in our experience during the past year
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The first is, a want of entire consecration of themselves & their substance, on the part of God’s professed people to the service of Christ. From this springs a second whose bane​ful influence is now being felt, to a greater or less[er] degree by all our churches, that is a too entire dependence of the Church upon the men of the world for the support of the gospel. In those Churches where this second evil is most fully developed, the question considered in the settlement of a minister is not whether he is a man after God’s own heart, but is he a man of such an order of talent and gifts in point of oratory, as will com​mand the patronage & financial support of the men of means in the world. These are cry​ing evils and are paralyzing the energies of the Church, and not until they are removed, and the Churches brought to a more entire dependence upon God, and as a means to this end, a more entire consecration of themselves & their substance to God, can we hope for pros​perity, or reasonably expect the copious showers of divine grace. In looking back over the past year’s labors we feel greatly encouraged in the work of the Master. We stand today at the very beginning of the work, and we need to pray earnestly, ‘Lord, wilt thou not revive us again?’” This report was received and his fidelity approved.
The chairman of the Committee on Assessment reported the following apportionment to the Churches to defray the expenses of our commissioners to the Assembly and for the Tax of Presbytery to the Contingent Fund of the Assembly:

Aberdeen
$3.50

Bethsalem
$2.00

Garlandsville

.75
Meridian
  3.50

Okolona
  1.00

Lawrence

.75
Houston
  2.00

Oak Grove
  1.00

Pisgah


.50
Friendship
  2.00

Mount Zion
  1.00

Louisville

.75
Columbus
  4.00

Unity

  1.00

Perkinsville

.50
Starkville
  1.50

Smyrna
  1.00

Bethel


.50
Macon

  2.00

Pendleton
    .50

Crawfordville

.50
Enterprise
  2.00

Good Hope
    .50

Beersheba

.50
DeKalb
  1.00

Centre Point
    .50

Scooba


.50
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Wahalak
    .75

Fairview
    .75

Bethany

.50
Knox

    .75

Montrose
    .50

West Point

.50

Philadelphus
    .75

Hamilton
    .75

Pleasant Spring
.50

Enon

    .75

Carolina
    .75

Paulding
  
.50

Lebanon
    .75

Toomsuba
    .75

Mount Moriah

.50

Shubuta
    .50

Lauderdale
    .50

Salem


.50

Amounting in the aggregate to $46.

Presbytery adjourned till 9 o’clock tomorrow morning.









Closed with prayer.








Saturday morning, 9 o’clock








March 28th 1874

Presbytery met pursuant to adjournment, and was opened with prayer. Spent the first half hour in devotional exercises conducted by Rev. H. C. Smith. The minutes of yesterday were read and approved. 

W. H. Perkins, having obtained leave of absence, Elder J. M. Ware was appointed Tem. Clerk in his stead.

Rev. J. Bardwell, chairman of Committee of Education reported, “That in compliance with the order of Presbytery made last fall, our licentiate, Mr. J. C. Carothers was recom​mended to the General Assembly’s Committee of Education, for pecuniary aid in the pros​ecution of his studies at the Theological Seminary at Columbia, S. C. and received from said committee fifty dollars. But the committee declined to make any further ap​prop​riations until Presbytery should place itself in full accord with the Assembly’s Com​mittee in this work. Not having any funds at command, and no reasonable prospect of obtaining any soon, the chairman of your committee was reluctantly compelled to permit our licentiate to make his appeal to other parties for aid, nor did he appeal in vain, for the venerable Dr. Plummer immediately came to his help, and in a letter received from him, he gives this assurance, should be to us a word of rebuke as well as encour​agement. ‘Mr. Carothers shall not suffer.’ 
Our candidate Mr. Jerry Witherspoon, has been faithfully prosecuting his studies in con​nection with the aforesaid Seminary during the present term, and will probably soon ap​pear before Presbytery with a view to his licensure.

[152]
The amount of money thus far required by him to meet his personal expenses for the current year has been furnished. But a debt incurred during the previous year has been paid only in part. This, together with the amount due Rev A. H. Barkley, the former chair​man of the committee, leaves Presbytery largely in debt, and a debt too of peculiar sacredness, which should be promptly met by Presbytery. The following financial state​ment will present an exhibit of the finances and obligations of Presbytery. Cash on hand as per last report $72. Amounts received from the following churches, payment in full of all assessments: Aberdeen $37. Columbus $30. Centre Point $3. Perkinsville $3. Wahalak $15. Shubuta $3. Meridian $12.50, and part of assessment from the following: Bethsalem $15. Enterprise $5. Lebanon $5. Oak Grove $3. 

Total $143.00. As per contra Nov. 1873. By amount forwarded Jerry Witherspoon $30. 

March 27th/’74. By amount paid A. H. Barkley $50.
March 28th/’74. Cash on hand $75.50.

Rev. H. B. Boude, chairman of Committee of Sustentation reported that far too few of our churches seem to pay any attention whatever to this great cause, yet it is this cause to which all our feeble churches look for aid in supporting the ministry.  This cause, the one which gives life to every part. I have received and there has been reported to me col​lections from the following churches: Garlandsville $2.50. Meridian $20. Columbus $28.55. Enterprise $7. Lawrence $3. Starkville $11.35. Carolina $5. Mount Zion $5. Houston $8.15. Louisville $7.65.—making $98.20. I have received from the Committee $112.50 which has been appropriated in supporting the ministers at Shubuta & Philadel​phus and Toomsuba. For the Invalid Fund no churches have reported except Houston $5 and Columbus $38.25, making $43.05.

Rev. S. J. Bingham, chairman of Committee of Publication reported, That since the last session of Presbytery I have received from Starkville Church $20, Meridian $7.45, Columbus $31.35. Total $58.80. We urge upon our churches not to forget this important
[153]

agency of the Church, while making collections for the benevolent objects enjoined upon us by the General Assembly. 

Rev. W. C. Ross of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church was invited to sit as a corres​ponding member.

Rev. H. C. Smith presented a request that Presbytery take steps to dissolve the Pastoral relation existing between himself and the Good Hope Church; Whereupon it was ordered that said Church be cited to appear by their commissioner before this Presbytery at Columbus, Miss., on the 20th day of May next to show cause, if any they have, why this request should not be granted. 
Rev. S. R. Frierson, chairman of the Committee of Foreign Missions reported that no funds for this object have been received by him.

The committee on the records of Perkinsville Church Session reported approval. The report was adopted. The records of Okolona were approved except that the book is not paged.

Rev. H. B. Boude, chairman of Committee on the Narrative reported the following which was received, adopted, and ordered to be forwarded to the General Assembly:

“Having had reports from eighteen churches placed in our hands, we are of the opinion that there is a general dearth in our field. Some few of our churches have had tokens of favor, and have been to some extent revived. But when but four or five of our churches have pastors, but two have regular preaching every Sabbath, and from every direction the report is that the prayer meeting and family religion is neglected, we can only deplore our situation, and have to acknowledge that the Lord is not amongst us in power. But we find the disposition of our people to want more of the benefits of our Religion. We have an Evangelist. More of the missionary spirit is appearing, and our true condition is described in this, we have the promise & desire the fulfillment.”

Rev. H. B. Boude offered the following resolutions which were adopted and ordered forwarded to the Assembly.

1st. Resolved, That the Presbytery of Tombeckbee overture the General Assembly to take such order as will fix the time for taking the general collections for the Evangelistic fund, on the first Sabbath
[154]

in March, and the time for taking the collection for Publication, the first Sabbath in Sep​tember. We ask this for the simple reason that the Evangelistic Fund is the more impor​tant of the two, and throughout all our Southern Country, a large proportion of our people are away from home on the first Sabbath in September.

2nd. Resolved, That our commissioners to the General Assembly requested to urge the matter before that venerable body.

The Stated Clerk presented the Statistical Report of Presbytery to the General Assembly, Whereupon he was ordered to perfect it as far as statistics can be obtained and forward it to the Stated Clerk of the Assembly.

Rev. S. J. Bingham preached the Presbyterial Sermon on the scriptural evidences of a change of heart.






Presbytery then took recess till 2 ½ o’clock p.m.

After recess, Presbytery met. The report of the Evangelistic Committee was taken up, amended & adopted as follows:

“Your Committee on Evangelistic Work would report that they have had an Evangelist in the field during the whole year, by order of the Presbytery. That evangelist has labored earnestly and zealously for the promotion of the cause of God by proclaiming the gospel over a large portion of our field. He has been Pastor of our vacant churches, and the amount of work he has done is in the aggregate very large. For the details of that work we would refer you to the report of the Evangelist. By reference to the financial statement made by this committee, it will be seen that we have failed to raise the salary of the Evangelist. This can only be accounted for by the failure of our stronger churches to meet the apportionments of Presbytery. The fact is that Hamilton is the only church that has come fully up to the request of Presbytery. The deplorable financial depression of last Fall may explain in part why there is now a deficit to be carried to the next year, and why some of our strongest churches have not answered to this call of the Presbytery. It may be that we are undertaking too much. It may be that we should not attempt to act inde​pend​ent of the schemes of our Church.
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This deficit is urgently referred to Presbytery, and we appeal to their wisdom for the best mode of meeting it. The amount now due the Evangelist being $600. We submit the fol​lowing financial statement: We have received from Aberdeen $37. Oak Grove $21.35. Okolona $25. Fairview $20.85. Hamilton $13.70. Knox $20. Unity $23.40. Shubuta $16.16. Philadelphus $10.30. Paulding $19.40. Pendleton $17. Montrose $12.80. Friend​ship $20.30. Beersheba $10. Columbus $31. Meridian $55. Salem $7. Bethsalem $7. Bethsalem $19. Houston $6.50. Louisville $4. Perkinsville $5. DeKalb $15.10. Macon $10. Enterprise $10. Lawrence $4.25. West Point $20. Good Hope $5. Shubuta $10. Mount Zion $15. Centre Point $15. Cash on hand $58.08, making a total of $591.19.
Rev. H. B. Boude offered the following resolution which was adopted. Resolved, That the Stated Clerk be authorized and directed to call upon the churches for funds to publish the minutes in pamphlet form, and have the printed minutes ready for distribution in three weeks after the adjournment of Presbytery. The following was adopted.

In view of the embarrassed condition of our Educational fund and the failure of the churches to meet their obligations, Therefore Resolved, Thad additional assessment equal to the last, be made upon the churches, to meet the wants of our candidates, and that the chair​man of the committee be authorized to make the assessment.

Macon Church obtained leave to employ Rev. S. J. Love as Stated Supply two Sabbaths in the month at a salary of $500 per annum, to be paid quarterly.

The Louisville Church obtained permission to employ Rev. M. J. Mclean one-fourth of his time for $200, or less time at that proportion.

Lawrence Church obtained leave to employ Rev. S. J. Bingham one-fourth of his time for the present year, at a salary of $250. 

Garlandsville was granted leave to employ him one-fourth of his time at a salary of $243, and as much more as they can raise.

The committee to prepare a report to the General Assembly on Sabbath schools presented a report which was adopted and ordered to be forwarded to the Assembly
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The committee on Minutes of the General Assembly reported the following points for the action of Presbytery. Evangelistic Effort—page 316. Sabbath School Convention—page 323. Infirm ministers—page 327 and Education—page 331. Their report was received & the action referred to, deferred for the present.
Presbyterial Conference was resumed and concluded.
The committee to prepare a report to the General Assembly on Systematic Benevolence presented a report which was adopted and ordered to be forwarded to the Assembly.

Perkinsville Church obtained leave to employ Rev. M. J. McLean 1/8 of his time for $125. Bethsalem Church, half his time at a salary of $400, and Mount Zion Church 1/8 of his time for $200.

The Committee on Bills & Overtures reported no business and was discharged. Also the Judicial Committee.

The Committee on Leave of Absence reported that leave of absence has been granted to Elders Frank Brown, A. C. Molloy, W. H. Perkins, R. N. Taylor, & A. Ames, and to Rev. H. C. Smith. Their report was received and approved.

It was Resolved, That the thanks of Presbytery be tendered to the kind Christian families in Macon who have so generously and hospitably entertained the members, and to the Railroads for Excursion Tickets.

Resolved, That when Presbytery adjourn, it adjourn to meet at Columbus, Miss. on the day before the meeting of the General Assembly.

The same committee on Evangelistic Work was reappointed for the ensuing year.





Presbytery took recess till after Divine Service tonight.

After Divine Service, Presbytery was called to order. The chairman of the Committee on Education was instructed to forward the 2nd Resolution of the General Assembly on page 331 to our licentiate & candidate in the Seminary at Columbia, S. C.
Elder John A. Minniece offered the following, which was adopted: “That this Presbytery, in view of the necessity of prosecuting our Evangelistic work
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successfully, do hereby call upon the churches to contribute such an amount as shall be necessary to pay in full the balance due their Evangelist, and to provide for the payment of his salary the present year, and that the salary be not less than $1,200, and that the com​mittee be instructed to make such assessment on the churches as shall meet this ob​ject.

Resolved, That Bro. S. R. Frierson be & he is hereby requested to furnish the Stated Clerk with a copy of his essay for publication in the S.W. Presbyterian.

“The Free Call of the Gospel, in Perfect Harmony with the Doctrines of Predestination and Election” was chosen as the subject for the next Presbyterial Sermon, and Rev. J. N. Carothers was appointed to preach it. “Spiritual Apathy, Its Cause and Cure” was chosen as the subject for the next Presbyterial Conference, and Elder H. J. Carter was appointed essayist.

Minutes were read and approved. Presbytery then adjourned to meet at Columbus, Miss. on Wednesday the 20th day of May next at 10 o’clock a.m. Closed with singing & prayer and apostolic benediction.








J. Bardwell, Moderator.








W. H. Perkins, J. M. Ware, Tem. Clks.

Attest:

J. N. Carothers, Stated Clerk.








Columbus, Miss., 








May 20th 1874

Presbytery met pursuant to adjournment and was opened with prayer by the Moderator. The roll was called and the following members were present, viz.:

Ministers:

Rev. J. Bardwell, Rev. H. B. Boude, Rev. J. N. Carothers, Rev. A. H. Barkley.

Ruling Elders:

M. I. K. Bowen from Aberdeen; W. L. Jerdine, West Point; W. H. Perkins, Columbus;

S. L. Wilson, Friendship; Jas Carter, Okolona.
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Rev. Mr. McCormick of the Presbytery of Florida, T. J. Long from Ark., Mr. Dinwiddie of West Lexington, Mr. Keaton of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church and Col. Edgar from the Presbytery of Mecklenburg were invited to sit as corresponding members.

Mr. Jerry Witherspoon, a candidate for the gospel ministry appeared before Presbytery for examination and Presbytery proceeded to examine him upon Latin, Greek & Hebrew, the arts and sciences, and natural & revealed religion. On motion his critical exercise, Latin Exegesis and popular lecture were referred to a committee consisting of Rev. J. Bard​well and Elder W. L. Gerdine to report thereon this afternoon. His trial sermon was made the order of the day for 8 ½ o’clock p.m.







Presbytery took recess till 2 ½ o’clock p.m.

After recess Presbytery met. The examination of the candidate was resumed. He was examined further on theology, Biblical history, ecclesiastical history, Church government and the sacraments. The committee to whom his written exercises were committed reported recommending their approval, which report was received and adopted.

The resignation of M. C. Houston as a member of the Committee on Evangelistic Work was offered and accepted, and W. H. Perkins was chosen in his stead as a member of that committee.

The following preamble & Resolution were offered and adopted: Whereas the Good Hope Church has been notified to appear at this time, to say why the Pastoral relation existing between that Church and Rev. H. C. Smith should not be dissolved, and Whereas the Church has failed to appear, Therefore Resolved that the said Pastoral relation be and is hereby dissolved, and that the Evangelist be instructed to preach at said church at his earliest convenience & declare the pulpit vacant

[159]







Presbytery took recess till 8 ½ o’clock p.m.
At 8 ½ o’clock Presbytery was called to order to hear the trial sermon of the candidate. After the sermon was delivered Rev. H. B. Boude offered the following Resolution, which was unanimously adopted, viz.: “Resolved, That the examination of Jerry Wither​spoon on the several parts of trial as prescribed by the Book be sustained, also the sermon to which we have just listened and that the Presbytery now proceed to license him.” The Moderator then proceeded to propound the constitutional questions, which being ans​wered in the affirmative, he was regularly licensed and the following record ordered to be made. “At Columbus, Miss., on the 20th day of May, A.D. 1874, the Presbytery of Tom​beckbee, having received testimonials in favor of Mr Jerry Witherspoon, of his having gone through a regular course of literature, of his good moral character, and of his being in the communion of the Church, proceeded to take the usual parts of trial for his licen​sure: and he having given satisfaction as to his accomplishments in literature, as to his ex​perimental acquaintance with religion, and as to his proficiency in divinity and other studies, the Presbytery did and hereby do express their approbation of all these parts of trial; and he having accepted the Confession of Faith of this Church and satisfactorily ans​wered the questions appointed to be put to candidates to be licensed, the Presbytery did & hereby do license him, the said Jerry Witherspoon, to preach the gospel of Christ, as a probationer for the holy ministry within the bounds of this Presbytery, or wherever else he shall be orderly called.

Presbytery then adjourned to meet at Lawrence Church on Thursday the 22nd day of October next at 11 o’clock a.m.  Closed with prayer and the apostolic benediction.








J. Bardwell, Mod.








W. H. Perkins, Tem. Clk.

Attest:

J. N. Carothers, Stated Clerk.
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Lawrence Station, Miss.

Presbytery met at Lawrence Church on Thursday the 22nd of October 1874 at 11 o’clock a.m., and was opened with a sermon by the Moderator, Rev. J. Bardwell from 2nd Tim​othy 1st Chap., 12th verse. After sermon Presbytery was constituted with prayer.

The roll was called, and the following members were present, viz.:

Ministers


Elders


from


Churches

Rev. J. Bardwell

M. I. K. Bowen



Aberdeen

Rev. J. N. Carothers

H. J. Carter




Meridian

Rev. H. B. Boude

A. A. Lyon




Columbus

Rev. S. J. Love

C. Bardwell




Starkville

Rev. S. J. Bingham

G. J. M. McFarland



Good Hope

Rev. M. J. McLean

D. D. Morrison



DeKalb

Rev. H. C. Smith

J. F. McLeod




Centre Point

Rev. O. H. P. Smyth

J. Harry




Garlandsville

Rev. A. H. Barkley

J. Adams




Lawrence





A. McCallum




Pisgah

Absent



J. M. Ware




Perkinsville

Rev. J. A. Lyon

T. J. Steen




Oak Grove

Rev. S. R. Frierson

H. N. McLaurin



Pendleton

Rev. J. H. Thompson

Rev. H. C. Smith was chosen Moderator & Elder J. M. Ware Temporary Clerk. Reading the minutes of last meeting was dispensed with.







Presbytery took recess till 2 o’clock p.m.

Presbytery met at the appointed time.  The Standing Rules were read.
Rev. A. N. Cunningham, D.D., of Nashville Presbytery being present, was invited to sit as a corresponding member, and also Rev. J. D. West of the Presbytery of Chickasaw. 

The Moderator appointed the following committees: 

On Devotional Exercises—Rev. S. J. Bingham & Elders J. Adams & A. McCallum.

On Narrative to Synod—Rev. A. H. Barkley, Rev. J. N. Carothers & Elders J. Harry & H. J. Carter.

[161]
On Minutes of the General Assembly—Rev. H. B. Boude, Rev. J. Bardwell and Elders H. J. Carter & C. Bardwell.

Rev. S. J. Bingham, commissioner to the General Assembly reported for himself and the Elder, R. R. Spann, their attendance upon the sessions of that body at Columbus, Miss. His report was received and approved, and the Treasurer was ordered to pay to Rev. S. J. Bingham five & 50/100 dollar for his expenses in attending the General Assembly, and four dollars, the sum paid by him to make up our deficit for Contingent Fund of the General Assembly. 

Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D., through Rev. J. Bardwell rendered reasons for absence from the present meeting of Presbytery, which were sustained.
[Handing in and reading] narratives from the Churches was made the first order of the day for tomorrow morning. Report of Evangelist, the first order for tomorrow afternoon. Report of Committee on Education, the first order for Saturday morning, the report of the Committee on Sustentation and Invalid Fund, the order for 3 o’clock p.m. tomorrow, the Presbyterial Sermon to be preached at 11 o’clock on Saturday, and Conference at 3 p.m.

Rev. S. J. Bingham, chairman of Committee of Publication reported that he had received no funds for that object since the last meeting. 
A communication from Rev. J. R. Wilson, D.D., Stated Clerk of the General Assembly was read and referred to the Committee on Minutes of the General Assembly. 

Elders J. W. Johnson from Bethsalem, James Stephenson from Mount Zion and Jas. H. Love from Lebanon appeared and took their seats.

Presbytery adjourned to meet tomorrow morning at 9 o’clock.










Closed with prayer.
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Friday morning, Oct. 23rd
Presbytery met and was opened with prayer. The Standing Rules were read. Devotional exercises were postponed till 11 o’clock. The minutes of yesterday were read & ap​proved.

Rev. J. W. Moseley being present, the order of the day was suspended for the purpose of attending to his reception. A letter of Dismission was then presented by him from the Presbytery of East Hanover; Whereupon he was examined, and his examination being satisfactory, he was received as a member of this Presbytery.

Narratives were then read from the following Churches, viz.: Aberdeen, Meridian, Hous​ton, Friendship, Starkville, Macon, Pendleton, Good Hope, DeKalb, Enterprise, Centre Point, Garlandsville, Lawrence, Pisgah, Bethsalem, Mount Zion, Perkinsville, Oko​lona, Lebanon, Fairview, & Oak Grove.

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to whom the new plan of raising funds for benevolent objects, sent down by the General Assembly shall be referred, to report at the next meeting of Presbytery, and Rev. H. B. Boude, Rev. A. H. Barkley & Elder A. A. Lyon were appointed that committee.







Presbytery took recess till 2 o’clock p.m.

After recess Presbytery met.

The committee on the Minutes of the General Assembly reported, calling the attention of Presbytery to the plan recommended by the Assembly for raising Commissioners’ Fund and Contingent Fund of the Assembly, Whereupon the plan was adopted, and a commit​tee was appointed to present to Presbytery a plan whereby the amount of ten cents per member may be collected from all our churches. The committee consists of Rev. M. J. McLean and Elder A. McCallum, & A. A. Lyon.
[163]
The Evangelist made his report which was received and approved and is as follows:

“Since my last report I have only been engaged in the work four months. During this time I have visited the following churches: Hamilton, Scooba, Wahalak, Knox, Pleasant Spring, Smyrna & Okolona. The necessity as well as the desirability of a union between the Scooba & Knox Churches had long been felt by the members of both, and during the past year the subject was presented to these churches, and they were urged to take such steps as in their wisdom would accomplish this end. The measures suggested were adopted, and, in the good providence of God, in the month of May last, the union was con​summated, and these two churches were consolidated into one Church under the name and title of Knox Church. This union was the beginning of better days throughout that community, and God was pleased to baptize it with a copious outpouring of his Holy Spirit. The meeting continued eleven days, and resulted in the addition of thirteen members to the church. God’s people were greatly strengthened & encouraged and many souls born into the kingdom of God. As another fruit of this revival, this church, which had long been destitute, is now supplied with the stated means of grace. The Wahalak, Pleasant Spring, Smyrna, and Knox Churches are all supplied with the gospel, and our Licentiate, J. C. Carothers, who has them in charge, is doing a good work for the Master in their midst.
Aside from the regular, organized churches supplied, I have visited and preached at Newton Station & Prairie Hill. At each of these places I found a few devoted members of our Church, and other earnest Christians who are ever ready to receive the sincere milk of the word. These places may in time present to us inviting fields of labor.

[164]

I have therefore preached to the people in these localities as opportunity afforded. 
The Okolona Church, which has been destitute for two years past, was supplied, during the past summer, by our licentiate, Jerry Witherspoon. His labors have been greatly bles​sed in this field, in bringing out & developing the Christian graces of God’s people; and we are credibly informed that it is the intention of the people there to extend to him a call to become their Pastor on his return from the Seminary. 

The fruits of our labors for the period above-stated may be summed up as follows: Two churches consolidated, four churches supplied with the stated means of grace, one sup​plied during the past summer with bright & cheering prospects for the future, fifteen mem​​bers added to the Church, two by certificate and thirteen on examination, three adults baptized and nineteen infants. The people throughout the entire territory of this large field receive the word with joy & gladness, and our labors among them have been blessed beyond our most sanguine expectations. If however we have been instrumental in accomplishing anything for the advancement of Christ’s kingdom in this destitute portion of his vineyard, the power thereof is of God, and is due to his abundant mercy & grace, and to him be all the praise.”








A. H. Barkley.

Rev. H. B. Boude, chairman of Evangelistic Committee made a report which was re​ceived and adopted and is as follows:

“As to the work of the Evangelist we refer you to his report. Early in June the chairman of your committee wrote to all the ministers & churches asking that a collection be taken in August for the purpose of meeting our present indebtedness to the Evangelist, and then to attend punctually to the annual collection. Up to this time the following churches have responded thus:
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Okolona $22.50. Starkville $16.84. Columbus $27.50. Wahalak $22.75. Pleasant Spring $9.50. Smyrna $18.80. Good Hope $3.50. Pendleton $3.00. Lebanon 46.00. Friendship $3.00. DeKalb $6.25. Aberdeen $15.00. Knox $32.00. Meridian $10.00. Thus Presbytery will perceived that we must be in arrears with our Evangelist. At the beginning of the present year we were indebted to him $608.81. Since then he declines to accept of salary for two months, which, by consent of the committee, was spent in travel and recreation. He has labored four months of this year, making our indebtedness one thousand & eight dollars & 81 cents. We have collected, through the Evangelist, and directly from the churches $196.79, leaving a balance now due the Evangelist $812.02. This is now our true position, and yet the small amount of 50 cents from each member of our churches would about liquidate the debt. Your committee now ask you whether you will take any order in reference to this matter 7 advise your committee, that they may meet the neces​sities of our vacant field.” Whereupon it was Resolved, that the committee be instructed to try to bring the vacant churches up to their full measure of ability, in the support of the Evangelist, and that a collection be taken in all the churches during the months of Decem​ber & January for this object.
Elder A. A. Lyon obtained leave of absence from the remaining sessions of Presbytery.

Rev. H. B. Boude, chairman of [the] Committee of Sustentation reported as follows:

“Since the last meeting of Presbytery I have received the following contributions for this object—From Carolina Church $2. From the Central Committee to supplement the salary of Rev. O. H. P. Smyth $37.50. For the Invalid Fund I have received from Columbus Church $11.00. From Pisgah $1.00. Fairview $3.00. Houston $1.00.
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Pendleton $1.00. Friendship $2.00, making $19.00. I have received from the Central Committee from this fund, for the benefit of Mrs Bradshaw $25.00. The matter to be impressed on the minds of the members of Presbytery is that we are now drawing more from the Invalid Fund than we are paying into it. While we report but one widow of a minister upon our roll, in my correspondence with the Central Committee I am informed that unless the churches of this Presbytery do take collections for Sustentation & for the Invalid Fund, it will be impossible to make appropriations for the purpose of supplement​ing salaries, or for the support of beneficiaries. I therefore urge upon Presbytery to enjoin upon all the churches to take collections for Sustentation in January & for the Invalid Fund in July.”
Starkville was chosen as the place for the next meeting of Presbytery.

The Oak Grove Church presented a request to Presbytery to overture the Synod of Mis​sissippi, asking that body to overture the General Assembly to transfer that Church to the Presbytery of Chickasaw and Synod of Memphis, so that they may be associated with a church belonging to said Presbytery in employing a Pastor; Which request was granted, and the Stated Clerk ordered to forward the overture to Synod.

Presbytery adjourned to meet tomorrow morning at 9 o’clock.










Closed with prayer.








Saturday morning, 9 o’clock








Oct 24th
Presbytery met, and was opened with prayer. On motion the Standing Rule was sus​pended and the Devotional Exercises merged into the services connected with public worship. Minutes of yesterday were read, corrected and approved. The Committee on the Minutes of the Assembly made a further report
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calling the attention of Presbytery to the Assembly’s plan of organizing the colored people into separate organizations, and the plan was adopted.

Rev. M. J. McLean, with the aid of the Session of Bethsalem, was authorized to organize the colored members of Bethsalem congregation into a separate church if the way be clear. 
The committee further reported calling attention to the Assembly’s action in rela​tion to non-communicating members on page 504, and urging church sessions to keep a register of all baptized children, and when a parent or parents in full communion with the Church remove to another church, that Sessions in giving certificates & dismissions to parents, shall state on the face of such certificates the names of all their baptized children re​mov​ing with them, who shall all be marked as dismissed on the register, and on the pres​en​tation of such certificate, the names of all the baptized children, so dismissed shall be en​tered upon the register of the Church receiving them. Adult non-communicating members shall also be so dismissed on their removal if they desire it.

The committee also recommended that we conform to the action of the Assembly in regard to statistical tables—page 510 and that our ministers and elders give earnest heed to the resolutions of the Assembly on Sabbath schools—page 511. Their report was re​ceived and adopted & the committee discharged.

Rev. J. Bardwell, chairman of Committee on Education reported, 
“That since the Spring meeting of Presbytery, the following churches have paid in full the amounts assessed to them for this cause: Aberdeen, DeKalb, Bethsalem, Centre Point, Knox, Lebanon, Mount Zion, Perkinsville, Wahalak, Friendship & West Point. Others have responded in part, viz.: Macon, Okolona, Smyrna & Starkville. Total amount re​ceived $132. Disbursed as
 [168]

March—By amt. paid J. [indecipherable] $50.00.
May 22nd. Paid to Jerry Witherspoon $7.50, making $57.50. Less than amount received by $74.50, which added to $75.50 (cash on hand per last report) makes amount now on hand $150.00. In May last our candidate Mr. jerry Witherspoon was licensed by this Presbytery, and spent the summer months in preaching to the Church in Okolona, with gratifying acceptance and profit to the church. In September he returned to the Theolog​ical Seminary at Columbia, S.C., and is now prosecuting his studies with commendable zeal. He makes no requisition upon Presbytery for assistance this year. The necessary aid has been kindly rendered to him by the ladies of the Second Church in Charleston, S. C. But in the judgment of your committee, such assistance as may be given by these ladies should be refunded by Presbytery at an early day.

The Licentiate of Presbytery Mr. Joseph C. Carothers completed his course of study in the seminary last spring, and is now pleasantly and usefully serving as Stated Supply [of] the Churches of Wahalak, Knox, Smyrna and Pleasant Springs. Brother Carothers is occupying an important field, and has entered upon it with commendable zeal and good promise of great usefulness.”

This part of the report was considered and approved. The remainder of the report is as fol​lows:

“In discharge of a duty imposed upon the chairman by instruction of Presbytery in May last, he has carefully, and he trusts impartially investigated the leading facts connected with the unfortunate troubles of the Columbia Theological Seminary, and being sincerely desirous of avoiding everything like a personal controversy involving censure upon the parties concerned, he would respectfully submit the following
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Resolution as the sentiment of this Presbytery—Resolved, That the principles embodied & set forth in protest to the action of the General Assembly touching the Seminary as found on pages 524 & 525 commend themselves to the judgment of this Presbytery.” On this last part of the Report, the yeas & nays were called for & asked to be recorded, which were as follows: Yeas: J. Bardwell, S. J. Love, S. J. Bingham, A. H. Barkley, Ministers—and M. I. K. Bowen, H. J. Carter, G. F. McFarland, D. D. Morrison, J. F. McLeod, J. F. Harry, J. Adams, J. M. Ware, T. J. Steen, & H. N. McLaurin, Elders.—14. Nays: J. N. Carothers, H. B. Boude, M. J. McLean, H. C. Smith, O. H. P. Smyth, & J. W. Moseley, Ministers—and A. McCallum, J. W. Johnson, J. H. Love, & J. Stephenson, Elders—10. The report was adopted.
Rev. J. W. McGuirk of the Baptist Church, being present, was invited to sit as a cor​res​ponding member.

Knox Church obtained leave to employ our licentiate J. C. Carothers for one-half his time, beginning with the month of July last at a salary of $400 per annum.

Lebanon Church obtained leave to employ Rev. A. H. Mecklin of Central Mississippi Presbytery, one-fourth of his time until next Spring, promising him $250 per annum.

Rev. A. N. Cunningham, D.D., obtained leave to labor within our bounds, he being a member of Nashville Presbytery, and the Aberdeen Church applied for, and was granted leave to employ him as Stated Supply for 12 months commencing July 16th 1874, prom​ising him $1,000 and as much more as they can give.

Fairview Church reported that they had employed Rev. J. N. Carothers as Stated Supply one-fourth of his time, commencing the first of April last, and obtained leave to continue his services, at least till next spring, promising him $200 or as much as they can raise.
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Rev. J. N. Carothers preached the Presbyterial Sermon, subject: “The Free Call of the Gospel in Perfect Harmony with the Doctrines of Predestination & Election.”
Leave of absence was granted to Rev. J. Bardwell and Rev. A. H. Barkley after 4 o’clock this evening. Also to Rev. S. J. Love and Elders H. J. Carter, C. Bardwell and J. M. Ware. 







Presbytery took recess till 2 o’clock p.m.

After recess Presbytery met & resumed business. Good Hope Church asked and obtained leave to employ Rev. H. C. Smith one-fourth of his time, promising him $150 per annum, and Pisgah, one-fourth, at $200 and leave was granted him to preach one-fourth of his time at Philadelphus if the way be clear.

“All scripture is given by inspiration” &c. was chosen as the subject for next Presbyterial Sermon, and Rev. S. J. Love was appointed to preach it. The same subject was chosen for Conference, and the sermon to be taken in lieu of an essay.
Leave of absence was granted Rev. J. W. Moseley and Elders J. Harry & T. J. Steen after 4 o’clock p.m.

Presbyterial Conference was opened with an essay by Elder H. J. Carter on “Spiritual Apathy, Its Causes and Cure.” The roll was called and the subject discussed at consider​able length.

The committee to prepare a Narrative for Synod reported the following:

“We have under our care 45 churches, scattered over a large extent of territory, and pre​senting a varied aspect as regards their spiritual state. A few of them are in cities where they enjoy the regular stated ministrations of the gospel all the time. The narratives sent up from those churches are as satisfactory as usual. We have received written narratives from about one-half the churches. Many of them are destitute of the means of grace and re​mote from our present place of meeting.
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The general tenor of the narratives indicates a healthy and encouraging state, and some of our churches report gracious seasons of revival, resulting, in one instance, in the hopeful conversion of thirty souls, and a goodly number in several others. Reports in regard to Sabbath schools are very encouraging. The funds contributed to the various benevolent objects fall far short of the demand, and indicate a want of consecration of our substance to the cause of God. May the Lord inspire our people with the true spirit of Christian Benevolence, and may the good seed that has been sown produce abundant fruit.”
The report was received and adopted and ordered to be forwarded to Synod.

The committee to whom the Assembly’s plan of raising Commissioner’s and Contingent Fund was referred, reported as follows:

1st. That the Stated Clerk be authorized to make a per capita assessment of 10 cents upon the various churches of the Presbytery from their last statistical reports.

2nd. That the Session of each church be requested to act as a committee for the collection of the same and devise ways & means for meeting deficiencies.

3rd. That the funds when collected be paid to the Treasurer of Presbytery at the Spring meeting.

Which report was received & adopted.

Pendleton Church obtained leave to employ Rev. H. C. Smith one-fourth of his time from first January next.

A hearty vote of thanks was had to the good people of Lawrence and to the railroads.

Presbytery then adjourned, after reading and approving the minutes, to meet at Starkville, Miss. on the 15th of April next at 11 o’clock a.m. Closed with singing & prayer & bene​diction.








H. C. Smith, Moderator.








J. M. Ware, Tem. Clerk.

Attest:

J. N. Carothers, Stated Clk.
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Starkville, Miss.







April 15th 1875

The Presbytery of Tombeckbee met pursuant to adjournment and was opened, by request, with a sermon by Rev. H. B. Boude from 1 Cor. 1:21: “For after that in the wisdom of God the world of wisdom knew not God, it pleased God, by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe.” After sermon, Presbytery was constituted by prayer by Rev. J. Bardwell, the last moderator present.

The roll was called and the following members were present, viz.: 

Ministers


Elders


from


Churches

Rev. J. Bardwell

W. H. Perkins




Columbus

Rev. J. N. Carothers

R. M. McCaskill



Meridian

Rev. J. B. Boude

T. L. Wilson




Friendship

Rev. S. J. Bingham

D. W. Hamiter




Houston

Rev. L. R. Frierson

R. Boyd




Enterprise

Rev. S. J. Love

D. C. McFarland



Lawrence

Rev. M. J. McLean

Wm Bell




Starkville

Rev. O. H. P. Smyth

A. G. Ellis




DeKalb

Rev. J. W. Moseley

A. M. Dinsmore



Macon





M. I. K. Bowen



Aberdeen

Absent



Jno M. Ware




Perkinsville





T. L. Moore




Bethsalem

Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D.

H. Woods, Jr.




Knox

Rev. H. C. Smith

T. J. Peden




Pleasant Spring

Rev. J. H. Thompson

M. F. Roberts




Montrose

Rev. A. H. Barkley*

J. F. Hobson




Oak Grove





J. D. Hutchinson



Hamilton

*Afterward appeared.

A. J. Caldwell




Mount Zion

Rev. S. J. Bingham was chosen Moderator and H. Woods Jr., Temporary Clerk.







Presbytery took recess till 2 ½ o’clock p.m.

After recess Presbytery met. The minutes of the last meeting were read. On motion, the reading of the Standing Rules was omitted.

Rev. David Presley of the Associate Reformed Church and Rev. Robert McCoy of Day​ton Presbytery, Ohio, and Rev. A. A. Cunningham, D.D., of Nashville Presbytery,
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being present, were invited to sit as corresponding members.
The Moderator announced the following committees, viz.:

On Bills & Overtures—J. Bardwell, J. W. Moseley & W. H. Perkins.

Judicial Committee—H. B. Boude, M. J. McLean & J. M. Ware.

On Narrative—S. J. Love, O. H. P. Smyth & R. Boyd.

On Systematic Benevolence—Rev. J. N. Carothers, D. W. Hamiter & A. G. Ellis.

On Devotional Exercises—S. R. Frierson & Wm Bell.

Rev. J. Bardwell & D. W. Hamiter to examine the records of Columbus, Centre Point, Mt. Zion, Hamilton, Oak Grove & Okolona.

Rev. S. R. Frierson & R. Boyd—the records of Meridian, Montrose, Pleasant Spring & Knox.

Rev. M. J. McLean & S. L. Moore—the records of Houston, Friendship, Aberdeen, Enterprise, Lawrence, Smyrna & Starkville.

Rev. O. H. P. Smyth & M. I. K. Bowen—DeKalb, Macon, Perkinsville, Bethsalem & Gar​landsville.

Rev. S. R. Frierson gave reasons for absence at the last meeting, which were sustained.

A letter to the Moderator from Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D., assigning reasons for absence from the present meeting was read, and his reasons were sustained.

Narratives from the Churches and Sabbath School reports was made the first order of the day for tomorrow morning—the report of the Committee on the Assembly’s plan of rais​ing funds for Benevolent objects was made the 2nd order—reports of the Evangelist & of the Committee on Evangelistic Labor & Sustentation, the 3rd order. 

The committee to organize a Church at Newton reported that they had organized said church on the 5th of December last with 17 members, four ruling elders & two deacons. Their report was received, the Church enrolled, and Elder W. H. Watkins from that Church appeared and was enrolled as a member of Presbytery.
The report of the Committee on Education was made the first order of the day for tomor​row afternoon. It was ordered that the Presbyterial Sermon be delivered on Saturday at 11 o’clock a.m.

Statistical Reports and reports on Minister’s Salaries [were]
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made the 2nd order for tomorrow afternoon, and election of Commissioners to the General Assembly, the 3rd order.

Fairview Church was chosen as the place for the next meeting of Presbytery.

Rev. H. B. Boude presented a call from Knox Church for the ministerial services of our Licentiate Joseph C. Carothers, Whereupon Presbytery proceeded to examine him, prepa​ra​tory to his ordination.
Elder J. Cavenaugh from Crawfordville Church appeared & took his seat. Rev. A. H. Bark​ley appeared, gave satisfactory reasons for tardiness and took his seat.

Rev. S. R. Frierson offered the following preamble and resolutions which were adopted.

“The Presbytery of Tombeckbee having duly considered the correspondence at the late con​ference in Baltimore, between the committees of the Northern & Southern Presby​terian Churches desire to express their views in the following Resolutions, viz.:
1st. Resolved, that this Presbytery hereby approves and endorses the action taken in the premises by our Committee.

2nd. Resolved, that the conditions precedent to fraternal correspondence between the two bodies, proposed by our Committee, ought to be considered by us as a finality to the ne​go​tiations on that subject, as far as our Church is concerned.

3rd. Resolved, that the further agitation of this subject, will, in our opinion, make neither for the purity, nor the peace of the Church, and is likely to contribute to the defeat of the purpose sought to be attained by all who desire fraternal correspondence on honorable, or Christian principles.”

Rev. H. B. Boude presented a written request to presbytery, asking that the Pastoral re​lation existing between himself & the Columbus Church
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be now dissolved, Whereupon Presbytery heard Bro. Edmunds, who appeared as a spec​ial Commissioner appointed by the Congregation, who read to Presbytery the min​utes of a congregational meeting, which had been called for the specific purpose of consi​der​ing the resignation of their Pastor, bearing testimony to his fidelity &c., but con​senting in unit​ing with the Pastor in asking Presbytery to dissolve the relation. The consideration of the request was postponed till after divine service to-night, 







till which time Presbytery then took recess.






After divine service, Presbytery met. 

It having been made to appear that an Elder from Okolona Church was present, who had not been duly appointed, and there being a quorum of that Session present, it was ordered that said Session meet immediately to appoint a delegate.

Elder A. C. Molloy from Unity Church appeared & took his seat, and also J. M. Carter from Okolona Church.

Presbytery then took up the unfinished business, viz.: the united request of Rev. H. B. Boude & the Columbus Church to have the Pastoral relation dissolved. Rev. J. Bardwell offered the following, which was adopted:
“Whereas the Rev. H. B. Boude has requested Presbytery to dissolve the Pastoral relation existing between him and the Columbus Church and whereas a communication has been received from the said Congregation, through their duly authorized Commissioner T. R. Edmunds & the Elder representing that church, W. H. Perkins (in effect waiving the right of citation), concurring in the aforesaid request of their Pastor, Therefore Resolved, That the said request of the Rev H. B. Boude be, and is hereby granted, and the said dissolu​tion is to take effect the first day of June next, and it is further ordered that the com​pen​sation for services rendered between this time and the first of June be left to such arrange​ment as may be agreed upon between pastor & people.
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2nd. Resolved, That Rev. S. J. Love be directed to preach in the said church on the first Sabbath of June next and declare the pulpit vacant.
3rd. Resolved, that in view of the foregoing action, Presbytery takes occasion to bear affectionate testimony to the Christian character and ministerial excellence & faithfulness of our beloved brother, and would hereby extend to him the assurance that whether he shall continue to labor in our bounds or may be called by the Master to other fields of use​fulness, our prayers and our benedictions shall ever go with him.”

S. A. Campbell from Smyrna Church and J. F. McLeod from Centre Point appeared & took their seats.

Our Licentiate J. C. Carothers was examined until the Order of the Day arrested it.

Narratives were read from the following churches, and referred to the committee, viz.: Columbus, Meridian, Friendship, Houston, Enterprise, Lawrence, Starkville, DeKalb, Macon, Centre Point, Aberdeen, Smyrna, Perkinsville, Crawfordville, Knox, Pleasant Spring, Okolona, Hamilton, and Mount Zion.
The reports on Sabbath Schools were ordered to be placed in the hands of our Standing Committee on Sabbath Schools.

The use of the several churches in town was cordially tendered to Presbytery with requests to be occupied by its members on next Sabbath, which was received with thanks & the matter was referred to the Committee on Devotional exercises.

Rev. A. H. Barkley our Evangelist read his report
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which was received and approved & is as follows:

“My labors since the last meeting of Presbytery in the Evangelistic field are embraced in a period of 3 months active service. The heavy rains and high waters during the past few months have frequently rendered it impossible, both for myself & many of the members of those congregations most convenient to me to assemble for worship. Since my last re​port I have visited and preached to the following churches, viz.: West Point, Unity, Oko​lona & Crawfordville. On the 5th of December last, I visited Newton Station in Newton County, organized the Newton Presbyterian Church, with 17 members. Four elders & two deacons were ordained and installed. I was aided in this organization by Bros. Bardwell, Bingham & Moseley. This Church, I am informed, is now supplied by Bro. Moseley. On the 28th of February last, I visited the Columbus Church, at the request of the Session, and moderated a congregational meeting and preached twice. In some of the churches visited, there is an earnest desire for the stated means of grace, and many persons in these congre​gations who were hitherto listless, now manifest a deep interest in the preached word, and their seats at the house of God are seldom if ever vacant. The present with them seems to be a time of feeling after God, if haply they may find him, and we devoutly hope that they may speedily be brought into the fold of Christ. In looking back over the labors of the past two years we see tokens of improvement & progress. Churches which were to all appearance lifeless and had been without the gospel for years now enjoy the stated means of grace, and are increasing in numbers & strength. God, in his great mercy, has revived them again, and to him alone is due the praise for their present growth and prosperity. And now, brethren, I tender to you my resignation & ask you to release me from the work as Evangelist
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In asking this release, I do it not because of my want of love for the work, but for reasons which, to my own mind, render it impossible for me to serve any longer in this capacity.”
Rev. H. B. Boude, chairman of Committee on Evangelistic Work reported as follows:

“Your Committee on Evangelistic Work would respectfully report that although the past year has been one of financial disaster and continued financial stringency, of drought dur​ing the very hot summer months, of unusual & prolonged floods in winter, causing a gen​eral depression throughout our bounds, yet many aspects of the work committed to our hands are encouraging. The promises of God, the basis of the greatest encouragement to the human heart are ours; the amount of work done, and the advance made in supplying our destitutions should make us take a hopeful view of the future. Our Evangelist has de​voted himself earnestly to his self-sacrificing work, self-sacrificing in the continued ab​sence from home and in the difficulties to be overcome in reaching our vacant churches. His work has been a success, and in two years, there has been a foundation laid upon which the Presbytery may build. He has been faithful in making and attending his ap​pointments; he has obeyed the injunction of Presbytery in reporting regularly to your Com​mittee; he has brought the benevolent objects of the Church before the different con​gre​gations; he has succeeded in grouping the churches, so as to make pastoral fields; through him to a large extent they have been supplied; he has organized churches wher​ever the way has been open, and through his labors we are enabled to present the follow​ing state​ment of the progress made. When Presbytery began the work there were 20 churches va​cant, with an aggregate membership of 583. We have now to report 11
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churches vacant with an aggregate membership of 247. Under the ministry of our Evan​gelist there have been 20 added on profession of faith, and 54 by letter to the communion of our churches. This then is what has been accomplished. Surely this is encouraging. But someone will say, what of the future? It is very easy to tell what, in the language of ano​ther, ‘the feeble flocks, and scattered sheep ought to do,’ but what ought the Presby​tery, the Shepherd, to do? How shall it communicate the gospel light & life & love & growth to the weak and scattered ones? The problem is a serious one under any circumstances but more so for us, when our financial statement shows a large deficit. At the end of the first year’s work, notwithstanding the earnestness with which the work was pushed, we had collected but $591.19. At the fall meeting of Presbytery 1874 we had collected $797.48. Since which time the following churches have contributed as follows:
Lawrence 
$10.00

Hamilton 
$10.00

Wahalak
$10.00
Bethel

    8.00

Unity

  24.00

West Point
  10.00

Crawfordville
    9.50

Columbus
  13.70

Pleasant Spring   5.00

DeKalb
    5.00

Knox

  10.00

Mount Zion
    6.00

Centre Point
  10.50

Louisville
    4.50

Smyrna
    1.00








Total
          $137.80

According to the express call of the Presbytery, the Evangelist has labored 2 years at a salary of $1,200 per annum, making deductions as per reports of Evangelist, the time em​ployed is 19 months—$1,900. We have now collected for this fund $935.28—leaving a deficit now due the Evangelist [of] $964.72. To this your committee most seriously calls the attention of Presbytery, and in view of the request of the Evangelist the following action is recommended:
Resolved 1. The resignation of the Evangelist is accepted, and he is hereby released from the obligation of his installation as Evangelist.

2nd. That a Committee of Evangelistic Work be appointed, and this matter so placed be​fore all the 
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churches, in such manner as will arouse them to action. 
3rd. That it is the sense of this Presbytery that our indebtedness to the Evangelist ought to be liquidated by the time of the fall meeting of Presbytery.”

The report was received and adopted.







Presbytery took recess till 2 ½ ‘clock p.m.

After recess Presbytery met.  Rev. J. Bardwell, chairman of Committee on Education, re​ported as follows:

Since the last (fall) meeting of Presbytery the following sums have been received, viz.:

From Lawrence Church
$16.80

From Columbus
$31.00

From Pleasant Spring

    4.00

From Louisville
    1.00

From Aberdeen

    2.50

From Macon

    8.00

From Houston


    2.25

From Hamilton
    8.00

From Bethel


    4.00

From Knox

    9.20
From Private Sources

    5.00

Total


$91.75

Cash on hand per last report:
150.00

Disbursed as follows:

Oct. 24th 1874. Paid to Rev. A. H. Barkley
$110.00.

May 1875. Amt. sent to J. Witherspoon
    45.00

May 1875. Commission on P. O. order
        .15






  155.15

Cash on hand




    86.60

When we took charge of this interest two years ago, by appointment of Presbytery, we found the Presbytery in debt to the former chairman & other friends of the cause of Education for money advanced by them, some two hundred & fifty dollars. Our attention therefore was specially directed to the payment of this debt, and at the same time securing such aid to our candidate, Mr Jerry Witherspoon, as would enable him to prosecute his stud​ies without interruption. Special personal appeals were made by authority of this Pres​bytery to all the churches in behalf of this cause, to which quite a number of the churches responded promptly to the full amount of their assessments.
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Others responded in part, and we are pained to add, about one-third have made no re​sponse at all. Thus it will be seen that the burden of contributions to this cause has fallen, mainly upon, comparatively, a few of the churches. And yet notwithstanding the failure of so many of the churches to make any contributions to this cause we have succeeded in paying off the debt of Presbytery (saving a small deficit) and also giving our candidate sufficient aid to enable him to prosecute his studies uninterruptedly. The whole amount collected from the churches during this period of two years has been four hundred two & 25/100 dollars—                                 $402.25. 

Amount disbursed for same period is $321.65.
Balance now in hand


  $80.60.

By reference to the assessments of Presbytery made upon the churches it will be seen that there is due to date from the delinquent churches $334.05. It is but just to state that quite a number of these churches have been greatly reduced from various causes in material strength, and we would recommend that a liberal reduction of their assessment be made, viz.: that Bethel & Scooba Churches be relieved from balance due, and that the following churches have the amounts still due from them reduced one-half, viz.: Bethany, Beer​sheba, Carolina, Crawfordville, Enon, Good Hope, Houston, Louisville, Montrose, Mt. Moriah, New Hope, Paulding, Pendleton, Pisgah, Philadelphus, Salem, Smyrna & Unity.

Our candidate Mr. Jerry Witherspoon will complete his studies in the Theological Semi​nary at Columbia, S. C. this spring. Presbytery will then have, so far as we know, no candidate under their care. In view of this fact, and the great need of the Assembly’s Com​mittee of Education, it is recommended that the chairman of your Committee be directed to forward such funds as he may have on hand after meeting all present liabilities of Presbytery, to the Treasurer of the Assembly’s Committee at Memphis, Tenn., and that hereafter
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this Presbytery will enter fully in accord with the Assembly in this work.”

On motion of Rev. S. J. Bingham it was ordered that Rev. J. Bardwell retain of the Edu​cation fund $80, the amount advanced by him for this Presbytery to the seminary at Colum​bia. With this amendment his report was adopted.

Rev. S. R. Frierson and Elder H. Woods Jr., were chosen principal commissioners to the General Assembly to meet at St Louis, Mo., and Rev. H. B. Boude and Elder W. H. Per​kins, their alternates.

A. G. Ellis & S. A. Campbell obtained leave of absence after this evening.

On a proper motion, the action of Presbytery in selecting a place for next meeting was reconsidered and Okolona was then chosen as the place.

Rev. H. B. Boude, corresponding member of the Committee of Sustentation reported, “That during the last year, the following churches have contributed to sustentation proper, viz.:
Philadelphus
$3.30

Enterprise
$5.00

Carolina
$12.35

Mount Zion
  5.00

Houston
13.15

Louisville
    7.65

Montrose
  2.00

Wahalak
  5.00

Toomsuba
    8.00

Columbus
32.90

Meridian
  5.00

Fairview
    5.00

Friendship
  2.00

Centre Point
  2.00

DeKalb
    2.20








Total
          $111.35

We have drawn from the Central Committee $112.50, paying to supplement the salary of Rev. O. H. P. Smyth $87.50, Rev. S. J. Bingham, $25.00, making the amount drawn from the Central Committee a little more than we have paid into it.

For the Invalid Fund we have received:

From Columbus
$11.00

Pisgah

$1.00

Pendleton      $1.00
From Fairview

    3.00

Friendship
  2.00

Houston
1.00









Total            $19.00

We have drawn from this fund $75.00 which has been paid to Mrs Bradshaw. We have drawn from the committee $187.50 and have paid in $125.35, compelling the Central Committee to carry us as
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beneficiaries. This whole matter ought to appeal to the hearts of the people, for we get the benefit of every dollar contributed and more. I would ask Presbytery for some instruction by which I may more effectively reach the churches.”
This report was received & approved.

The committee on the proposed plan to raise funds made a report as follows:

“Your committee appointed to report on the plan submitted by the Assembly to raise funds for the benevolent schemes of the Church would submit the following as the action of this Presbytery: Whereas the great doctrine of the scriptures on the subject of giving is, that the Spirit of God prompts his people to give of their substance, as the necessities of his kingdom may demand, and whereas this demand is influenced largely by the Provi​dence of God from year to year, making the apportionment system inexpedient, not to say contrary to the whole idea of voluntary contribution, Therefore, Resolved, That Presby-tery disapprove of the plan sent down by the Assembly.”
The report was received, discussed and ordered to be spread upon the minutes.

Rev. T. G. Sellers of the Baptist Church was invited to sit as a corresponding member.

Rev. H. B. Boude, Rev. J. W. Moseley, J. M. McLeod & J. M. Ware were appointed the Committee on Evangelistic Work. 

Presbytery resumed the examination of J. C. Carothers and completed it on all his parts of trial. His examination was sustained and Presbytery resolved to ordain him after sermon tonight.

Rev. J. W. Moseley was appointed to preach the sermon, Rev. J. Bardwell to preside & propose the constitutional questions and offer the ordination prayer. 

Presbytery took recess till 8 o’clock.

After recess Presbytery met & proceeded to the ordination service. Rev. J. W. Moseley preached a sermon from Eph. III.15-20. After sermon
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J. C. Carothers was duly & solemnly ordained by prayer and the laying on of the hands of the Presbytery to the full work of the gospel ministry.
Presbytery then adjourned till tomorrow morning 8 ½ o’clock.








Saturday morning








April 17th 1875

Presbytery met pursuant to adjournment and was opened with devotional exercises of ½ an hour. Minutes of yesterday were read and approved.

Rev. J. N. Carothers of the Committee on Systematic Benevolence made a report which was received and adopted as follows:

“Our report to the General Assembly on this subject must necessarily be very imperfect and unsatisfactory. Our churches have failed to send up any distinct reports on Systematic Benevolence. Not half of them have furnished written narratives of the state of religion, and only a part of these have noticed particularly their plan (if they have any) of contrib​uting funds. Several of them report collections at the times designated by the General Assembly for all the objects. Some have contributed to two, and others only to one. Only one church reported collections every Sabbath. Some of them have no systematic plan. We recommend that all the churches be urged to adopt the Assembly’s plan, and to con​tribute to all the objects, regularly, at the times fixed by the Assembly, and to send up to each Spring meeting of Presbytery separate reports, showing the amount contributed dur​ing the year for each object.”

The records of the following Church Sessions were reported approved, viz.: Garlands​ville, Macon, Bethsalem, Perkinsville, Columbus, Okolona, Oak Grove, Hamilton, Centre Point, Montrose, Pleasant Spring, Knox, Aberdeen, Friendship, Houston, Enterprise, Law​rence, Starkville, & Meridian.

Rev. S. J. Bingham, Rev. J. Bardwell, with Elders A. McCallum, C. McRea & Jas. Pat​rick, were appointed
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to organize a Church at Waynesboro, if the way be clear.
The Judicial Committee and the Committee of Bills and Overtures reported respectively that no business has come into their hands, and the committees were discharged.

Rev. J. N. Carothers presented a request from Fairview Church asking that the name of said church be changed to Buena Vista, and their request was granted, and it was ordered that the name be so changed upon the roll. That church was also granted leave to employ or to continue the services of Rev. J. N. Carothers as Stated Supply for the ensuing year.

Rev. S. J. Bingham, chairman of the Committee on Publication reported “That since the last meeting of Presbytery I have received for that cause—From Meridian $8.40 and from Centre Point $3.00, making $11.40.
Rev. S. R. Frierson, chairman of [the] Committee of Foreign Missions reported, “That I have received for that cause as follows:

From an individual in the Knox Church $10.00

From Meridian Church 
$15.18

Houston Church
$2.00

From Newton Church

    5.25

Lawrence Church
  5.70

From Centre Point

    2.00

Total

          $40.13

The chairman further reports that he forwarded to all the noncontributing churches as earnest an appeal as he was capable of making in behalf of this cause, with the results here reported.” Report received.

The call from Knox Church for the Pastoral services of Rev. J. C. Carothers was placed in his hands, and he signified his acceptance of the same, Whereupon the following ar​rangement was made for his installation on the first Sabbath in May next: Rev. H. B. Boude to preside and preach the sermon—Rev. S. R. Frierson to deliver the charge to the Pastor—and Rev. A. H. Barkley, the charge to the people.
The hour having arrived to hear the Presbyterial Sermon, Rev. S. J. Love preached the sermon from III Chap. Of II Tim. 16 & 17.





After the sermon Presbytery took recess till 2 ½ o’clock.

At 2 ½ o’clock Presbytery met & resumed business.

Macon & Centre Point Churches obtained permission to continue the services of Rev. S. J. Love for a year, commencing the first of February.
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The Garlandsville Church obtained leave to employ Rev. S. J. Bingham one-fourth of his time at a salary of $200, and Philadelphus one-fourth, at $100 more or less. 

Lawrence Church obtained leave to employ Rev. J. W. Moseley one-fourth of this time at $150 and Newton Church one-fourth for $125 and as much more as can be collected.
The Bethsalem, Louisville, Mount Zion & Perkinsville Churches obtained leave to em​ploy the Rev. M. J. Mclean for the ensuing year at a salary of $800.

Rev. S. J. Love of the Committee on the Narrative reported the following, which was re​ceived & adopted:

“We have 45 churches or organizations in our bounds and only 12 ministers, all of whom are actively engaged in their work. Three of these churches [are] regularly supplied with preaching every Sabbath, four half the time, and nine one-fourth of the time. The wants of the other churches are in part supplied by the labors of our active Evangelist, supple​mented occasionally by the brethren of the Presbytery. The field is extensive, and the wants in some cases necessitous, but we have reason to be thankful that these wants are as well met as they are in view of the smallness of our clerical force. In some of our con​gregations, God has been pleased to pour out his Spirit and grant them encouraging revi​vals, and in most of them there have been considerable additions under the ordinary min​is​trations of the word. The Sabbath school is receiving increased attention generally. Ow​ing to the financial depression of the country the benevolent schemes of our Zion have not received the encouragement which we all do so much desire. Prayer meetings are reg​ularly kept up in many congregations, but in some, mainly owing to the sparseness of the population, they are neglected. Temperance is receiving the attention of the Church with decided results. It is to be feared that family worship, under God the radical strength of
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of the Church has not that hold on our people we would desire. The Sabbath as a day of rest is generally observed by our people. In view of the whole field, while we would labor & pray for better days, we have reason to bless God & take courage.”
The Stated Clerk was directed to write to those churches that had not paid their assess​ment for Commissioner’s Fund and urge them to remit the same immediately to Rev. S. R. Frierson or to H. Woods.

H. Woods Jr. obtained leave of absence, and Rev. M. J. McLean was appointed Temp​orary Clerk in his stead.
Rev. S. R. Frierson offered the following as a substitute for the report of the Committee on the proposed plan to raise funds, which was adopted:

“The Presbytery of Tombeckbee, in response to the paper on the plan for raising funds for the enterprises of the Church sent down to the presbyteries for their consideration, would express their willingness to concur for the present in the plan proposed by the Assembly, with the understanding that [by] the liberty allowed to make apportionments in the proposed way, nothing more is meant, than the liberty to impart information, and from the know​ledge of the ability of the churches on the one hand, and of the needs of the work on the other hand, to suggest the amount to be apportioned, and that such liberty will not be con​strued so as to infringe upon the scriptural doctrine of every member & every church de​cid​ing for themselves, at the bar of conscience & before God, what they shall give into the treasury of the Lord.”
W. H. Perkins, chairman of the Committee on Sabbath Schools reported: 

“No. of Teachers 94.
No. of Scholars 546.

No. of Teachers admitted to Lord’s Table 11.

No. of Scholars admitted to the Lord’s Table 55.

Amt. of funds contributed for the schools $101.75.

Amt. of funds contributed for other benevolent purposes $58.08.

Only 12 schools have sent up reports. Four report the Form of Government, Confession of Faith & Catechism, taught. One, Confession of Faith & Catechism, and four, the Cate​chism. We recommend that all the pupils in our schools of suitable age study the Form of Government & Confession of Faith as well as the Catechism
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so that they may early learn to hold fast these forms of sound words. The Children’s Friend & Earnest Worker are not taken as they should be. Your committee would call attention to the meager amount contributed by our schools for benevolent purposes and recommend that the children of our Church should be taught to abound in the grace of giving.” His report was received and adopted.
“The Believer’s Union with Christ” was chosen as the subject for next Presbyterial Sermon, and Rev. M. J. McLean appointed to preach it.

“A Living & Working Membership” was chosen as the subject for next Conference, and W. H. Perkins appointed to write the essay.

The committee appointed to suggest a plan by which the deficit now due the Evangelist may be raised reported recommend “that Presbytery instruct the Committee on Evan​gelistic Work to issue a circular letter to the churches setting forth the facts, and asking each church for an amount equal to 80 cents per member, and that the supplies appointed to visit the vacant churches be instructed to bring this matter before those churches.” The report was received and adopted.

W. H. Perkins was added to the Committee on Evangelistic Work with special reference to raising the funds to pay for labor already done.

Resolved, That the thanks of Presbytery be tendered to the citizens of Starkville who have so generously extended their hospitality to its members, to the several Churches for the use of their houses of worship & to the officers of the railroads for reduced fare.

After reading and approving the minutes of today Presbytery adjourned to meet at Okolona on the Thursday before the full moon in October at 11 o’clock a.m. Closed with singing & prayer and the apostolic benediction.








S. J. Bingham, Mod.








H. Woods & M. J. McLean, Clerks.

Attest:

J. N. Carothers, Stated Clerk.
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Okolona, Miss.








Oct 7th 1875

Presbytery met pursuant to adjournment and was opened with a sermon by Rev. S. J. Bing​ham, Moderator, from John XVII.10 & 11. After sermon Presbytery was constituted with prayer.

The roll was called and the following members were present, viz.:

Ministers


Elders


from


Churches

Rev. J. Bardwell

W. H. Perkins




Columbus

Rev. J. N. Carothers

S. L. Wilson




Friendship

Rev. A. H. Barkley

John Doss




Houston

Rev. S. R. Frierson

Jas. Patrick




Enterprise

Rev. H. B. Boude

J. Adams




Lawrence

Rev. S. J. Bingham

J. F. Harry




Garlandsville

Rev. S. J. Love

C. Bardwell




Starkville

Rev. O. H. P. Smyth

A. G. Ellis




DeKalb

Rev. J. C. Carothers

J. R. Boyd




Buena Vista





R. B. Marion




Oak Grove

Absent



N. P. Perrin




Wahalak

Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D.

Rev. M. J. McLean

Rev. H. C. Smith

Rev. J. W. Moseley

Rev. J. H. Thompson

Rev. H. B. Boude was chosen Moderator, and Elder A. G. Ellis, Tem. Clark.
Rev. T. Y. Ramsay of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, Rev. T. J. Foster of the Baptist Church, and Rev. A. N. Cunningham, D.D., of the Presbytery of Nashville were invited to sit as corresponding members.







Presbytery took recess till 3 o’clock p.m.

After recess Presbytery met. The minutes of the last meeting were read, as were also the Standing Rules of Presbytery.

The Moderator announced the following committees, viz.:

On Bills & Overtures—Rev. S. J. Bingham, Love & Perkins.

Judicial Committee—J. Bardwell, J. C. Carothers & Harry.

On Narrative—S. R. Frierson & C. Bardwell.

On Devotional Exercises—A. H. Barkley & S. L. Wilson.

On Minutes of Gen. Assembly—O. H. P. Smith & J. Patrick.

On Assessment—W. H. Perkins & J. F. Harry.

It was made the first order of the day, for tomorrow morning, to hear the Reports of the Presbyterial Committees.
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The committee appointed to organize a Church at Waynesboro reported that the church was not yet organized, but that they deemed the way to be clear and asked to be con​tinued. The committee was continued and allowed further time.

The committee appointed to install Rev. J. C. Carothers Pastor of Knox Church reported that duty performed, each member of the committee discharging the duty assigned him. The report was received and approved.

Saturday morning at 10 o’clock was fixed as the time for Presbyterial Conference. It was made the 2nd order of the day for tomorrow morning, to hear the narratives from the churches.

Rev. J. Bardwell introduced to Presbytery W. G. Wooldridge, a Deacon of Newton Church, desiring to be taken under our care as a Candidate for the Ministry. Presbytery proceeded to examine him upon experimental religion and his views in seeking the min​is​try, which examination being satisfactory, he was received as a candidate under our care.

Enterprise was chosen as the place for the next regular meeting of Presbytery.

Presbytery adjourned to meet at 8 ½ o’clock tomorrow morning. 










Closed with prayer.








Friday morning, 8 ½ o’clock

Presbytery met pursuant to adjournment. The first half hour was spent in devotional ex​ercises, according to standing rule.

The order of the day was suspended and a call from Okolona Church for the Pastoral services of our Licentiate Jerry Witherspoon was presented and read, which call was received & ordered to be placed in his hands, and he having signified his willingness to accept it, Presbytery resolved to proceed to examine him, preparatory to his ordination after the orders of the day shall have been disposed of.

The first order was then taken up. Rev. J. Bardwell, chairman of Committee on Education made his report, which was received and approved and is as follows:

[191]

“That since the last meeting of Presbytery (owing doubtless to the great stringency of the times), he has received contribution only from one church for the cause of Education, viz.: Knox $3.75. Balance on hand per last report (see p. 182), $86.60. Paid chairman of [Central] Committee of Education, by order of Presbytery, $80, leaving cash on hand $10.35.”
Rev. S. J. Bingham, chairman of Committee of Publication reported that no funds had come into his hands for this cause since last meeting of Presbytery. His report was re​ceived.

Rev. S. R. Frierson, chairman of Committee of Foreign Missions, made the following re​port, which was received & approved. That since last meeting of Presbytery, he has forwarded to the Committee at Columbia the sums collected, and reported at last meeting, and that since that time he has received and paid over to said committee $5 from Lebanon Church, and that he has received at the present meeting of Presbytery From Houston Church $8. Friendship $2.00. Meridian $12.00. From Knox Church $4. DeKalb $2.50 = $26.50.

Rev. H. B. Boude, chairman of Committee of Sustentation and Invalid Fund made the following report which was received and approved: 
“That since the last meeting of Pres​bytery little has been done in either department of his work. He has drawn $150 from the Central Committee, and paid to Rev. O. H. P. Smyth $50, to Rev. S. J. Bingham $25, and to Rev. J. N. Carothers $75, supplementary to their salaries, as allowed by the committee. Received for Sustentation, from DeKalb Church $2.50. Received for Invalid Fund from Meridian Church $6.65, from Columbus $13.55, Lawrence $3.30, DeKalb $2.00, From Buena Vista $2.00. Friendship $1.20 = $28.70. The secretary of the Central Committee reminds us that our Presbytery is still a benefi​ciary, both as to Sustentation proper, and the Invalid Fund. We are doing little for these causes. Your chairman sent circulars to all the churches in reference to the Invalid Fund, and yet, while we draw $75, we have only $28.70 to return. This statement should induce Sessions to give the people an opportunity to contribute
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In closing I beg leave to resign my position as corresponding member of this committee.”
The second order of the day was taken up & narratives from the following churches were read, viz.: Friendship, Houston, Enterprise, Garlandsville, Starkville, Buena Vista, Oak Grove, Wahalak, Aberdeen, Philadelphus, DeKalb, & Meridian. 

Presbytery then proceeded to the examination of J. Witherspoon with reference to his ordination. He, having been licensed by this Presbytery, was examined only on Church Government & the Sacraments, and after a careful examination, which was unanimously sustained, Presbytery appointed 7 ½ o’clock this evening for his ordination and instal​lation as Pastor of Okolona Church. Rev. H. B. Boude was appointed to preach the ser​mon and propound the constitutional questions &c. Rev. Joseph Bardwell to deliver the charge to the Pastor, and Rev. A. H. Barkley, the charge to the people. Presbytery took recess till 3 o’clock p.m.
After recess Presbytery resumed business. W. H. Perkins, chairman of the Commit​tee on Apportionment of Commissioners’ Fund and Contingent Fund of the Assembly reported as follows: Meridian $4, Buena Vista 7.00. Friendship $6. Houston 2.50. Garlandsville 1.20. Enterprise 3. Lawrence 1.70. Macon 1.35. Centre Point 1. Louisville 1.25. Beth​salem 5.80. Good Hope 4. Pendleton 1.50. Carolina 3.40. Montrose 1.50. Newton 1.00. Knox 2.50. Wahalak 2.50. Aberdeen 4. Lebanon 3. Oak Grove 2.00. Columbus 10. Starkville 2. Crawfordville 1.00. Bethel 1.00. Okolona 2. Pleasant Spring 1.50. Beersheba .50. Bethany .50. DeKalb 2.25. Perkinsville 1.25. Hamilton .50. Philadelphus 2.00. Toom​suba 1.00. West Point 1.00. Pisgah 1.75. Unity 1.75. Mount Zion 1.00. Which re​port was received and adopted, amounting in the aggregate to $85.
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Rev. S. R. Frierson and Elder H. Woods made their reports respectively as our commis​sioners to the General Assembly. Their reports were received & their diligence approved. Rev. O. H. P. Smyth, chairman of the Committee on the Minutes of the General As​sembly made a report, which was received and ordered to be docketed.
W. H. Perkins, chairman of the Committee on Evangelistic Work made the following report which was received and approved:

“Your committee has received on the salary due the Evangelist, from Columbus Church $15.30. Lawrence $12. Okolona $7.75. Lebanon $6. Houston $3. Friendship $3. Buena Vista $6. Meridian $15. Oak Grove $3.25. Starkville $16. Knox $4. DeKalb $11.00 Macon $10. Centre Point $9. Whole amount $121.30. Deducted for postal cards & printing $4.00, making a net total of $117.30.”

Rev. S. J. Bingham offered the following, which was adopted: “Resolved that W. H. Per​kins be continued in this work, and that one Elder in each church be requested to confer with & assist him in its accomplishment, and further, that he be authorized to make any arrangement with the Evangelist that may be satisfactory, and that he be authorized & requested to visit the churches, at his convenience & present this claim to them.”

“Scriptural Baptism” was chosen as the subject for next Presbyterial Sermon, and Rev. J. Bardwell was appointed to preach it. “The Office and Duties of Deacon” was chosen as the subject for next Presbyterial Conference, and Elder A. G. Ellis was appointed essayist.

J. Doss was granted leave of absence after tonight.





  Presbytery then took recess until 7 ½ o’clock this evening.

At which time Presbytery met & proceeded to the ordination services. Rev. H. B. Boude preached a sermon from Matt. XI.5. After sermon, Jerry Witherspoon was duly & sol​emnly ordained by prayer and the laying on of the hands of the Presbytery
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to the full work of the gospel ministry. He was also duly installed Pastor of Okolona Church. Rev. J. Bardwell delivered the charge to the Pastor and Rev. A. H. Barkley de​livered the charge to the people.
Presbytery then adjourned to meet tomorrow morning at 8 ½ o’clock.










Closed with prayer.








Saturday morning, 8 ½ o’clock

Presbytery met according to adjournment & spent half an hour in devotional exercises. The minutes of yesterday were read, corrected and approved.
Rev. Joseph Bardwell was appointed corresponding member of the Assembly’s Commit​tee of Sustentation in place of Rev. H. B. Boude, resigned.

Rev. J. Bardwell, chairman of Judicial Committee reported no business, and the commit​tee was discharged. So also the Committee on Bills and Overtures. 

Rev. A. H. Barkley, Treasurer made his report, which was received & approved, and is as follows:  “Receipts: 

Presbyterial Tax 

$10.00.

Synodical Tax 
            $12.50. 

Commissioners’ Fund             $16.25.
Total 



$38.75.

Paid Stated Clerk 
            $10.00.

Balance on hand                      $28.75.

Crawfordville Church was granted permission to employ the services of Rev. A. H. Barkley one-half his time at such salary as may be agreed upon between the church & Brother Barkley.

Wahalak Church obtained leave to employ Rev. J. C. Carothers one-fourth of his time at a salary of $200 per annum.

Rev. A. N. Cunningham, D.D., of the Presbytery of Nashville obtained permission to con​​tinue to labor at Aberdeen until next meeting of presbytery.

Oak Grove Church was allowed to continue the ministerial services of Rev. J. D. West of
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the Chickasaw Presbytery at a salary of $400 for half his time, for the ensuing year.

A request was made through the Session of Columbus Church, on behalf of certain col​ored members of said church, that Presbytery take steps to organize them into a sep​arate church. And after due consideration it was Resolved, That Presbytery respect​fully de​clines to grant the request as the way does not seem clear for effecting such organi​zation at the present time, and we recommend that these colored members be still retained under the care of the Session of Columbus Church.

The time for Conference having arrived, W. H. Perkins read an essay on the subject “A Living & Working Membership.” Presbytery expressed its high appreciation of the essay and requested Brother Perkins to visit as many of our churches as he may find oppor​tu​nity, and deliver it to them.







Presbytery took recess till 3 o’clock p.m.

After recess Presbytery met and proceeded with the Conference. The roll was called and the members expressed their views on the subject, after which Rev. J. Bardwell offered the following which was unanimously adopted:


Presbytery being profoundly impressed with the importance of greater energy & zeal on the part of Elders and Deacons of our Church, would earnestly recommend a convention of Elders and Deacons within the bounds of this Presbytery, to meet in the Presbyterian Church at Meridian, on Friday before the 4th Sabbath of November next at 10 o’clock a.m., and that Brother W. H. Perkins be requested to deliver to that body the most excel​lent lecture read by him before this Presbytery to-day, and to carry out this arrangement, it is recommended that W. H. Perkins, A. G. Ellis and R. F. Houston constitute a committee in connection with Rev. J. Bardwell to make the necessary preparation for & call said convention
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The report of the Committee on the Minutes of the General Assembly was taken up, and the following substitute for the committee’s report was offered and unanimously adopted:
“Your committee on the Minutes of the General Assembly would report that they have examined the same, and note the following items to which they would call attention—

1. On page 211 the Assembly enjoins upon all the presbyteries to give renewed attention to the evangelistic work, and to seek out & appoint to this work, men of eminent quali​fications and that annual collections, as far as possible, be taken in all the churches for this purpose, and that we seek to magnify the office of Evangelist. This injunction of the Assembly accords with the judgment of this Presbytery, and should be carried out as far as the way may be clear.

2. On page 24 attention is called to the work of evangelizing our colored population, and we cordially approve the recommendation of the Assembly on this subject.

3. On page 40 the special attention of the Church is directed to the great and important work of Systematic Beneficence, and to the defects which have hitherto attended this department of our work. These defects the Assembly assigns chiefly to two causes. First, to the failure of many of the pastors and other ministers to expound with sufficient full​ness & freedom the scriptural doctrine of worshiping God with our substance. Second, the neglect by many Church Sessions of their bounden duty, to afford to the people the opportunity for making such contributions as they may choose to the six objects proposed by the Assembly. In order to remedy as far as possible these defects, the Assembly sol​emnly urges upon pastors and other ministers, their obligation to expound fully to their peo​ple, the duty & privilege of
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worshiping God with their substance, and upon all the presbyteries to include this branch of ministerial duty in their stated conferences on the state of religion in their bounds, and that presbyteries require of Church Sessions, in case of failure to take up any one of these collections, to report to them in writing the reasons for such failure. In order to give the greater efficiency to this scheme for remedying the evils complained of, certain important injunctions are laid upon the Standing Committee of Systematic Benevolence of each Gen​eral Assembly. This action of the Assembly commends itself fully to the judgment of this Presbytery, and we would most earnestly commend this subject to the careful atten​tion of all the ministers and Sessions under our care.




         Presbytery took recess until after preaching to-night.

After public service Presbytery met. Rev. H. B. Boude asked for a letter of dismission from this Presbytery to join the Presbytery of Eastern Texas, and his request was granted, and Rev. Joseph Bardwell was appointed to prepare a minute expressive of the appreci​ation & love of this Presbytery for our Brother. 

Presbytery then adjourned to meet Monday morning at 8 ½ o’clock.










   Closed with prayer.








Monday morning, 8 ½ o’clock.

Presbytery met pursuant to adjournment, and was opened with prayer. The committee to prepare a narrative, reported the following, which was adopted and ordered to be for​warded to Synod:
“Presbytery, in presenting to Synod its annual narrative of the state of religion within its bounds reported in the following particulars—
1. That a number of our churches are without stated preaching, some with only occas​ional, and others, since our Evangelist has been withdrawn from the field, are entirely destitute.

2. Weekly prayer meetings are scarcely better sustained than formerly, and hardly main​tained at all in our country churches. From a few of our churches, more favorably sit​u​ated, as in towns
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and villages, reports come up not so discouraging.
3. In regard to Sabbath schools, there is evidence of a disposition to give more attention to this department of the Church’s work, yet there is a sad lack of thorough organization, of spiritual instruction & of godly consecration on the part of teachers.

4. Observance of the Sabbath & family religion. The Presbytery has been aiming to bring about a stricter observance of the Sabbath, and to infuse into families a larger degree of the spirit of prayer, but we regret to say that family worship is hardly as faithfully ob​served as in former times, and that young people, departing from parental roofs, to make homes of their own, neglect, in too many cases, to build the family altar. The railroads, by offering facilities for travel, have introduced the practice, to which many of our people yield, of traveling on the Sabbath day. This indicates a less strict observance in these respects.

5. Collections for church purposes, in churches where the pulpit is statedly supplied, are systematically taken up, but we think there has been a falling off in the amounts col​lected.

General Statement—In a few of our older and better churches, there seems to have been rather a decline in spiritual things. On the other hand, we have been able, by the power of God, to introduce young men of promise into some churches that had given similar evidence of decline, and spiritual life is quickening into action the things that were ready to perish. A half dozen, say, of our churches have received more than an average number of additions, but of this class, one reports a loss, by suspension and removals equal to the gain. There has been no copious outpouring of God’s Spirit, yet we note, on the part of a few of our younger people, a livelier sense of the obligation to be at work in the vineyard of the Lord, and among us all, greater longing to see one of the days of the year of the right hand of God.”
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Rev. J. Bardwell reported the following minute in relation to the dismission of Rev. H. B. Boude, which was adopted:
In presenting a request to Presbytery for a letter of dismission to join the Presbytery of Eastern Texas, the Rev. H. B. Boude gave expression to his high appreciation of the kind​ness, confidence and honor, at all times bestowed upon him by the members of this Pres​bytery, and his sincere sorrow at parting with them. He goes to a distant field of labor, guided as he believes, by the Providence of God, and actuated by a sense of duty. This ex​pression of fraternal regard, by our brother was heartily responded to by the mem​bers of Presbytery, assuring him of their deep sorrow at the prospect of parting with one whom they all love, and whose services, in his Master’s cause, during his connection with this Presbytery have been so eminent. In granting the request of our beloved brother, Pres​by​tery desires to record his faithful and efficient services during his connection with us. The zeal, energy, and ability with which he has discharged the various duties imposed up​on him impress upon his brethren a profound sense of the greatness of their loss in part​​ing with him, while his warm, generous, & genial nature so manifest in his bearing towards them, has won for him the affection of their hearts. In leaving us to go to a dis​tant field of labor, we the members of this Presbytery extend to him the hearty assurance of our sin​cere love & confidence as a brother greatly, beloved in the Lord, and the prayer of our hearts that the blessing of our God & Savior may attend him & his dear ones, be​stowing upon them every needed good, both temporal & spiritual. 

The Stated Clerk was directed to append this action of Presbytery to the letter of dismis​sion to be granted to our brother.
The Moderator addressed the Presbytery on the subject of Systematic Benevolence, ac​cord​ing to a Standing Rule, after which the following resolution was offered and adopted:
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Resolved, That Presbytery, at its next stated meeting shall make specific inquiries of the churches, as to what system, if any, they adopt in making contributions to the benevolent objects of the Church.
Resolved, That it be enjoined upon every Church Session to send a delegate to every meeting of Presbytery, or to send to the Stated Clerk, a reason for failing to do it:

Resolved 1st. That the Pastor of Okolona Church be requested, in the name and on behalf of this Presbytery, to tender to the good people of Okolona the hearty thanks of the Presbytery for their kindness & hospitality to its members and to the Baptist Church for the use of their house of worship on the Sabbath.

Resolved 2nd. That the Stated Clerk be instructed to tender the thanks of presbytery to the officers of the Mobile & Ohio Railroad for reduced fares.

The minutes of yesterday & of this morning were read, corrected and approved. Presby​tery then adjourned to meet at Enterprise on Thursday before the full moon in April 1876 at 11 o’clock a.m. Closed with singing, prayer & benediction.








H. B. Boude, Mod.








A. G. Ellis, Tem. Clk.

Attest:

J. N. Carothers, Stated Clerk.

Approved at Synod at New Orleans, except an omission on page 156 to engross the report on Systematic Benevolence sent to the General Assembly.

New Orleans, Nov. 12, 1875

J. H. Alexander. Mod. [of] Synod.
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Enterprise, Miss.







April 6th 1876

Presbytery met according to adjournment at 11 o’clock a.m. The moderator being absent, Rev. J. N. Carothers, by request, preached the opening sermon, after which Presbytery was constituted with prayer.

The roll was called & the following members were present, viz.:

Ministers


Elders


from


Churches

Rev. J. N. Carothers

W. H. Perkins




Columbus

Rev. A. H. Barkley

J. T. Moore




Meridian

Rev. S. R. Frierson

Jas. Patrick




Enterprise

Rev. S. J. Bingham

D. K. McFarland



Lawrence

Rev. O. H. P. Smyth

J. F. Harry




Garlandsville

Rev. H. C. Smith

C. Bardwell




Starkville

Rev. J. W. Moseley

A. G. Ellis




DeKalb

Rev. J. C. Carothers

J. W. Patty




Macon

Rev. Jerry Witherspoon
J. M. Ware




Perkinsville





M. F. Roberts




Montrose

Afterwards appeared

J. M. Carter




Okolona

Rev. Joseph Bardwell

S. M. Adams




Newton

Rev. S. J. Love

J. A. Moore




Wahalak

Absent

Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D.

Rev. M. J. McLean

Rev. J. H. Thompson

Rev. Jerry Witherspoon was elected Moderator and Elder J. M. Ware, Temporary Clerk.
Rev. A. N. Cunningham, D.D., of the Presbytery of Nashville, and Rev. J. D. McClintock of Greenbrier Presbytery, being present, were invited to sit as corresponding members. Also Rev. W. B. Philips of the M. E. Church South, and Elder R. N. Hall of the Baptist Church.

The Stated Clerk read a letter from Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D., giving his reasons for absence, which were sustained.






Presbytery then took recess until 3 o’clock p.m.

At 3 o’clock p.m. Presbytery resumed business. The minutes of the last meeting & the Standing Rules were read. 

The Moderator appointed the following committees, viz.:
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On Bills & Overtures—Rev. S. R. Frierson & J. T. Moore.
Judicial Committee—Rev. A. H. Barkley and J. F. Harry.

On Narrative—Elders W. H. Perkins & J. M. Carter.

On Devotional Exercises—Rev. S. J. Bingham & Joe Patrick.

On Sessional Records, viz.: 

Columbus, Meridian, Friendship, Houston & Enterprise: Rev. A. H. Barkley & J. F. Harry.

On Lawrence, Garlandsville, Starkville, DeKalb & Macon: Rev. J. C. Carothers & J. F. Moore.

On Centre Point, Beersheba, Aberdeen, Montrose, Good Hope, Smyrna & Perkinsville: Rev. O. H. P. Smyth and J. W. Patty.

On Carolina, Lauderdale, Louisville, Bethsalem & Crawfordville, Knox, Pleasant Spring, Buena Vista & Enon: J. M. Carter & M. F. Roberts.

On Mount Moriah, Paulding, Pendleton, Okolona, Oak Grove, Philadelphus, Lebanon, Hamilton, Toomsuba & West Point: S. M. Adams & J. A. Moore.

On Pisgah, Unity, Salem, Shubuta, Mt. Zion, Newton & Wahalak: Rev. J. N. Carothers & C. Bardwell.

Rev. S. J. Bingham reported the organization of a Church at Waynesboro, Wayne County, Miss., called Waynesboro, with one Elder, J. F. McCormick and 16 members.

Reports of Presbyterial committees were made the second order of the day for tomorrow morning, and the report on Evangelist the third order of the day for tomorrow morning, and the report on the Evangelist the third order of the day. 

Rev’ds J. Bardwell & S. J. Love appeared & gave satisfactory reasons for tardiness.
Reading the narratives from Churches was made the first order of the day for tomorrow.

Presbytery adjourned to meet tomorrow morning 9 o’clock.










Closed with prayer.








Friday morning, 9 o’clock








April 7th/76

Presbytery met pursuant to adjournment, spent a half hour in devotional exercises. The minutes of yesterday were read & approved. 

Narratives were read from the following churches, viz.: Columbus, Meridian,
[203]

Friendship, Houston, Enterprise, Lowrance, Garlandsville, Starkville, Macon, Aberdeen, Carolina, Perkinsville, Knox, Bethsalem, Buena Vista, Enon, Montrose, Okolona, West Point, & Mount Zion.
Rev J. Bardwell, corresponding member of the Assembly’s Committee of Education made his report as follows:

“That Presbytery now has under its care, one candidate, Mr. W. G. Woodbridge, who is for the present, engaged in teaching school & prosecuting his studies privately, under the direction of your committee. It is his desire and purpose to enter the Theological Semi​nary next fall, if the way be clear. To this end he will need pecuniary aid, and thus God in his Providence is making a special call upon the churches of this Presbytery for increased liberality in their contributions to this cause. The following exhibit will show what amounts have been contributed to this cause since our last report in Oct. 1875:

Cash on hand as per last report


$10.35

Cash received from churches as follows:

From Lebanon $2.50. Meridian $10

Houston $5. Friendship $3.30. Knox $10.
=
$30.80

Total now on hand




$41.15.”







Presbytery took recess till 2 ½ o’clock p.m.

After recess Presbytery met. Rev. S. J. Bingham, corresponding member of the Assem​bly’s Committee of Publication reported as follows: The following sums have been contributed to this cause and forwarded to the Committee at Richmond: Meridian Church $6.40. Aberdeen $4.15. Starkville $5.35, making a total of $15.90. 

W. H. Perkins, chairman of Evangelistic Committee reported, “That in the month of Feb​ruary last a circular was issued to all the churches of the Presbytery, which indicated the name of a member of the committee from each church, according to the direction of Pres​bytery, and calling attention to the remaining indebtedness to the late Evangelist and ask​ing for the sum of 55 cents per member
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to discharge the same. In response to this call the following sums from the respective churches have been received, viz.: From Knox $5.85. Hamilton $5. Bethsalem $3.45. Mount Zion $13.20, Lawrence $1.60. Garlandsville $5.40. Starkville $10.30. Aberdeen $8.50. Bethel $7.45. Columbus $9.60. A. A. Lyon, Jr. 5.50. Rec’d in Oct $3.20, making a total of
$74.05, Less amt. paid for cards & printing $2.50, Leaving the amount of $71.55, which has been paid over to the late Evangelist. In order that Presbytery may have a clear understanding of the present condition of the account with Rev. A. H. Barkley, your committee submit the following recapitulation. Presbytery is debted with services ren​dered for the two years 1872 & 1873—$2,400, from which was deducted for lost time 500.00 = $1,900. [Reduced] by sundry payments $935.28, by cash Oct/75 117.30, and by cast April 6/76 71.55 = 1,124.13, showing a balance still due Rev. A. H. Barkley [of] $775.87. Your committee recommend that those churches that have not paid the assess​ment of 55 cents per member be urged to send forward the remainder due on or before the next fall meeting, to such person or committee as it may designate, in order to the full discharge of this just indebtedness.” The report was received and adopted and the same Com​mittee on Evangelist’s Salary was continued.

W. H. Perkins, chairman of Committee on Sabbath Schools made a report which was re​ceived and adopted and is as follows: “Your committee have to regret that less than one-third of the churches have sent up Sabbath school reports—although it will be borne in mind that a considerable number of the churches within our bounds have no Sabbath schools. Among those failing to report is the Columbus
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Church, which we beg to state was accidental and not intentional. Of those that have sent in their reports, ten are under the control of the Session. The Pastor & Elders attend upon the services regularly, the Catechisms and Confession of Faith are taught in 11. The Child​ren’s Friend is taken in 6 and the Earnest Worker in 2. In 11 the Scriptures are mem​orized. Various commentaries are used in one—union books in 3. Jacobus’ Notes in two International Lessons in 3, and Child’s Scripture Questions in one—so far as has been reported to us. The following are the Churches that have sent up their Sabbath school reports, viz.: Enterprise, Houston, Friendship, Knox, Bethsalem, Garlandsville, Stark​​ville, Okolona, Meridian, Carolina, Macon, Lawrence, Aberdeen and Good Hope = 14, in which are reported 84 teachers, 596 scholars; 2 teachers & 17 scholars admitted to the Lord’s Table; $183.25 contributed for their own schools--$6.25 contributed for other be​nevolent objects.
The Committee on Sessional Records of Columbus Church reported, recommending their approval and the report was adopted.

Rev. J. Bardwell, corresponding member of the Assembly’s Committee of Sustentation made a report, which was received and adopted as follows: “That since his appointment last fall to this responsible trust, it has been his special effort to acquaint himself with the condition & wants of the churches as respects this great work. As per information re​ceived from the secretaries of Assembly’s Committee, he finds that not more than one-third of the churches of this Presbytery are contributing to this cause, while the Central Committee has been making annual appropriations to our churches greatly in excess of the amount contributed by all the churches of the Presbytery to this cause. These facts speak for themselves. During the month of January
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(the time appointed by the Assembly to contribute to this cause) only three of our churches—Montrose, Toomsuba & Meridian—reported to us their contributions. Since then, several other churches have reported contributions as follows: In January—Meri​dian $10.65. Toomsuba $3. Montrose $3. In March—Carolina $3. In April—Wahalak $4.75. Buena Vista $2. Houston $2.50. = $28.90. April. Friendship $2.00. Garlandsville $3.65. Louisville $3.75. Shubuta $3. = $12.40. Centre Point $3.54. Total $44.34.
For Invalid Fund, From Pisgah $2.50. I would refer the Presbytery to the circular ad​dressed to this Presbytery by the secretaries of the Committee of Sustentation.”

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to report some practical mode, by which the causes of Sustentation and Evangelization can be promoted in our bounds, and that their report be made the first order of the day for tomorrow afternoon. Rev. Messrs Barkley, Frierson and Love, with Elders Carter, Harry & Patrick were appointed said committee.

Rev. S. R. Frierson, corresponding member of the Committee of Foreign Missions re​ported “That he has received from Knox Church $10. The Sabbath school at Enterprise has reported the sum of $1.25 as contributed to this cause.”

Rev. J. Bardwell and Elder W. H. Perkins were chosen principal commissioners to the General Assembly at Savannah, Georgia, and Rev. J. C. Carothers and Elder J. M. Carter, alternates.

Leave of absence was granted to Elders A. G. Ellis and W. H. Perkins.

It was ordered that the Presbyterial Sermon be preached tomorrow night at 8 o’clock.

Presbytery adjourned until 8 ½ o’clock tomorrow morning.










Closed with prayer.
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8 ½ o’clock, Saturday morning







April 8th/76

Presbytery met and was opened with devotional services of half an hour. Minutes of yes​terday were read, corrected and approved.

Dr. A. N. Cunningham obtained permission to continue to labor within our bounds till next meeting of Presbytery. 

Rev. J. W. Moseley introduced an Overture which was referred to the Committee of Bills & Overtures. 

The Committee of Bills & Overtures reported Overture No. 1 from A. G. Ellis and J. C. Ca​r​others: “How long ought a member of the Church to let his membership remain in a Church after removing into the bounds of another Church?” Ans. “Not one hour after he has the opportunity of having it regularly transferred, except when peculiar circum​stances [are] found.” Which was received and adopted.

The same committee reported Overture No 2 from the Session of Starkville Church, asking Presbytery to overture the General Assembly to take measures for returning to the use of the series of Sabbath School lessons which has been displaced by the introduction of the International series. Ans. Presbytery does not see its way clear to make this over​ture, for, although dissatisfaction has been expressed with the International series, yet that dissatisfaction may cause a satisfactory change without action on the part of our Pres​​by​tery. Besides, the shaping of that particular feature in the Sabbath School Paper, has, to some extent passed out of the control of the General Assembly (see Minutes of Assembly of 1875, p. 43). The report was received and adopted.

An overture from Good Hope Church was offered and referred to the Committee of Bills & Overtures. 

Starkville Church asked and obtained permission to employ Rev S. R. Frierson half of his time, for the next six months, promising him $250.

The Committee on records of Carolina Church reported, recommending approval, with the following
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Exception 1st. On page 9 is recorded an excuse for the failure of Session to meet and appoint a delegate to Presbytery, and no action of Session in relation thereto.
2nd. On pages 11, 17 and 21 judgment is rendered in three different cases, displaying a laxity of discipline which should not escape the disapprobation of Presbytery.

3rd. The book has not been before Presbytery since 1872. The report was received & adopted.

Lawrence Church asked and obtained permission to employ Rev. J. W. Moseley one-fourth of his time for the next year, promising him $130 and as much more as they can raise. Garlandsville ¼ at $160, Mt Rose $100.

The committee on the records of Buena Vista & Knox Churches reported, recommending approval, except that the former has not been before Presbytery since 1870. Report re​ceived and adopted.

The committee on the records of Perkinsville, Montrose and Good Hope reported; Per​kins​ville approved. So of Good Hope, except that the book has not been before Presby​tery since 1869. The only exception to the records of Montrose is that on the 28th March 1876, business was transacted and the members of Session present are not named. Report adopted.

Macon Church obtained leave to continue the services of Rev. S. J. Love one-half of his time for the ensuing year at a salary of $500.

The committee on the records of Enterprise, Meridian and Houston Churches reported rec​om​mending approval. The report was adopted.

The committee on the records of Lawrence Church reported approval, except that no mention is made of any meeting of Session since last Presbytery, consequently there is no record of the appointment of a delegate to this meeting of Presbytery.

Rev. J. W. Moseley was appointed to preach at Meridian on the 3rd Sabbath in May, and Rev S. J. Love on the 4th Sabbath in the same month. 







Presbytery took recess till 2 ½ o’clock p.m.
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After recess Presbytery met. The records of Macon, Starkville, Garlandsville & Okolona were approved. 

Wahalak Church asked & obtained leave to continue the services of Rev. J. C. Carothers for one-fourth of his time promising at least $100 and as much more as could be ob​tained.

The Presbyterial Conference was postponed until the next regular meeting of Presbytery, and Elder J. M. Carter was appointed alternate essayist (see page 193).

West Point Church was authorized to employ Rev. J. N. Carothers one-fourth of his time on such terms as they may agree upon, and Buena Vista Church, to make any arrange​ment for a stated supply they can.

Bethsalem Church was allowed to employ Rev. M. J. McLean one-fourth of his time at a salary of $200. Mount Zion, one-fourth at $165, Louisville one-eighth at $100, and Per​kinsville 1/8 at the same.

Elders J. M. McNair & M. F. Roberts obtained leave of absence.
The Special Committee on Sustentation and Evangelization made a report which was received, amended & adopted, and is as follows:

“From the facts presented in the report of the corresponding member of the Assembly’s Committee, it is evident that as yet but little has been done to the furtherance of these causes, so that as a Presbytery we have come very far short of the full measure of our duty in supporting the gospel among our own people. That this work belongs to the Pres​bytery and not to the Central Committee is the true view of the subject, and not until our Churches & Presbyteries are educated up to this point will we be prepared to go forward in this work of the Master. One prime cause which has operated to retard our pro​gress, is that we have looked to others to do for us, that which we should have done for ourselves. That there are churches within the bounds of this Presbytery which are seeking to draw support from the Central Committee, that are abundantly able to sustain their own minis​ters
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is a crying shame and calls loudly for reform. Various plans have been from time to time proposed for remedying this evil, and some of these have been applied, but with no per​manent benefit. At one time the sending of an Evangelist into the unoccupied territory, to supply the vacant churches was thought to be the best mode of accomplishing the end had in view, but the very meager support received from this source rendered the aban​don​ment of this plan a necessity, and today we stand at the very beginning of a gigantic work with no settled plan how to proceed with it. We have reached a crisis in our history, and duty de​mands that something be done at once to meet the wants of the multitudes in the limits of this vast territory, and that active measures be set on foot to bring our entire people up to the full measure of their duty in giving of their substance to the support of this cause, or abandonment of the field must necessarily follow, with disastrous effects to the pros​perity of genuine Presbyterianism in a field which once promised such an abundant har​vest. With a view to meet the exigencies of the case and supplying in part the wants of our people & at the same time as a means of stirring up the minds and arousing the ener​gies of God’s people and bringing [them] more actively into the service of the Master and leading them to a more liberal support of this cause, your committee would recommend:

First, that the churches which are regularly supplied with the means of grace have their attention drawn directly to this subject, and that the Ministers and Sessions of said churches be and are hereby instructed, to present to their respective churches and congregations the crisis which is upon us, to urge them increased liberality in behalf of the causes of Sus​ten​​tation and Evangelization and that they give to each member of the church and congre​gation an opportunity of contributing as 
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God has prospered them, to these enterprises of the Church.
Secondly, that the Presbytery at each Spring meeting appoint commissions, consisting of one minister and one elder, whose duty it shall be to visit the vacant churches assigned to them, preach to them, administer the sacraments and take up collections for Sustentation and Evangelization, and report semiannually to the corresponding member of the Assem​bly’s Committee, and that he in turn shall report to the Presbytery the progress of the work.

Thirdly, that it be the duty of the corresponding member of the Assembly’s Committee to make out the apportionments of the vacant churches, and that each minister so assigned shall spend not less than one month during the year in Evangelistic work.

Fourthly, that Presbytery most earnestly enjoins on all its Ministers, Church Sessions, and members to pray unceasingly to the Lord of the harvest that he would send more laborers into the field & revive his work in the hearts of his people.”

Knox Church was chosen as the place for the next meeting of Presbytery.

The Committee of Bills & Overtures reported Overture No 3 from the Session of Good Hope Church asking the Presbytery to change the mode of raising the Commissioner’s Fund so that the churches securing the delegates shall be required to pay the entire amount. Ans. “The request contained in this overture is unreasonable. It would be unjust to impose upon a single church the burden of paying the expenses of a commissioner to the General Assembly, who equally represents all the churches of the Presbytery.” Ans​wer adopted.

Wm H. Perkins, chairman of the Committee to prepare a Narrative of the State of Re​lig​ion submitted the following, which was adopted and ordered to be forwarded to the Gen​eral Assembly, viz.: 

“While there is much for which we render cheerful praise to God, there is more over which we cannot bur mourn in sadness & deep humiliation.
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Of the 44 churches on our roll, nineteen only have sent up written narratives. From these we learn that many of our churches fail to contribute to all the benevolent objects of the church, pleading the depression of business and financial straits, and there has been but little, if any, real progress in our territory. The regular services have been kept up in those churches having pastors or stated supplies, with a good general attendance. But some of our vacant churches have not had the gospel preached to them in some months. Only four of our churches report additions, while some have been diminished by deaths & remo​vals. We have to lament a general neglect of family worship. On the other hand we are encouraged by reports of increased attendance upon and interest in the weekly prayer meet​ings, and the regular Sabbath services. Some of our vacant churches, too, are making more effort than formerly to secure the regular ministrations of the word, and while we mourn over the facts above mentioned we are encouraged to go forward, praying the Great Head of the Church to bless our efforts & to revive his work throughout our bounds.”
Mount Moriah Church was dissolved & its members directed to join the nearest church.

The Committee of Bills & Overtures reported an overture, which was asked to be pre​sented to Synod in regard to the Southwestern Presbyterian, with an answer thereto. The consideration of which was postponed till the next meeting of Presbytery.

Revs. J. Bardwell & Rev. S. J. Bingham with Elders J. W. Patty & A. G. Ellis were ap​pointed a committee to organize a Church at or near Shuqualak, Noxubee County, Miss., when the way is clear.







Presbytery took recess till 8 o’clock p.m.








8 o’clock p.m.
Presbytery met.
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Rev. J. Bardwell preached the Presbyterial Sermon on the subject assigned him, viz.: “Christ​ian Baptism.” The Presbytery expressed their appreciation of the sermon by re​quest​ing a copy for publication.
The Treasurer made his report, which was received and approved and is as follows:

Disbursed
Paid Treasurer of Synod

$12.50

Paid on Stated Clerk’s Salary

  11.50

Paid to Commissioner to Assembly
  67.95
= $91.95.

Bethel Church was dissolved and its members transferred to the Crawfordville Church.

“Faith and its Influence on the Life & Character of a Christian” was chosen as the subject for next Presbyterial Sermon, and Rev. S. R. Frierson was appointed to preach it.

Owing to the failure of the churches to send up specific reports on Systematic Benev​o​lence, the Stated Clerk was directed to make said report to the General Assembly from such data as he could command. The Stated Clerk was required to write to all the churches that have not paid their Commissioner’s Fund, and request them to forward it im​med​iately to Rev. J. Bardwell at Meridian.
Resolved, that the thanks of Presbytery be tendered to the good people of Enterprise for their kind & generous hospitality to the Methodist brethren for the use of their house of worship, and to the railroads for reduced fare.

Presbytery adjourned to meet at Knox Church in Scooba the Thursday before the full moon in October next (28th Sept.) at 11 o’clock a.m. Closed with singing, prayer & benediction.








Jerry Witherspoon, Moderator.








J. M. Ware, Tem. Clerk.

Attest:

J. N. Carothers, Stated Clerk.

[page 214 is blank]
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Scooba, Miss., Sept. 28th 1876
The Presbytery of Tombeckbee convened according to adjournment at Knox Church, Scooba, Miss. at 11 o’clock a.m. and was opened with a sermon by the retiring Moder​ator, Rev. Jerry Witherspoon from the text Isaiah 32:1, “Behold a king shall reign in righteousness and princes rule in judgment.” Subject: The Kingdom of Christ. 

After sermon the meeting was duly constituted with prayer by the Moderator and the roll called, showing the following representation of members present:

Ministers



Elders

[from]

Churches

Rev. J. Bardwell, D.D.

H. J. Carter.


Meridian.
Rev. J. N. Carothers.


W. J. Peden.


Friendship.
Rev. S. J. Love.


C. Bardwell.


Starkville.
Rev. S. J. Bingham.


A. M. Dinsmore.

Macon.
Rev. O. H. P. Smyth.


S. F. Clark.


DeKalb.
Rev. A. H. Barkley.


S. Lofton.


Carolina.
Rev. J. C. Carothers.


W. A. Mosely.


Knox.

Rev. Jerry Witherspoon.

J. A. Minniece.

Wahalak.

Rev. M. J. McLean.


Scott Thompson.

Crawford.







W. V. Frierson.

Okolona.

Absent:



J. R. McLaurin.

Toomsuba.

Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D.


T. S. Tyson.


Shuqualak.

Rev. H. C. Smith.


F. Hobson.


Oak Grove.

Rev. J. W. Mosley.


T. B. Bradford.

Columbus.

Re. J. H. Thompson.




Dr. Bardwell from committee appointed at last meeting of Presbytery to organize a Church at Shuqualak reported the organization of a church known as Shiloh, near Shu​qualak “ with eleven members and
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two elders: Horatio Bardwell and T. S. Tyson.” On motion of Dr. Bardwell this church was ordered to be enrolled and Brother Tyson’s name was recorded as a delegate from said Church.

The organization of Presbytery was then completed by the election of Rev. J. N. Caro​thers as Moderator and Elder H. J. Carter as temporary clerk.







Presbytery then took recess until 2 ½ p.m.








2:30 p.m., Sept. 28th 1876.

Presbytery met at half past two with the same number of members as appeared at the former session.

The Stated Clerk then proceeded to read the minutes of last meeting, also the Standing Rules of Presbytery. On motion, the Rev. J. D. McClintock from the Presbytery of Greenbrier and A. N. Cunningham, D.D., from the Presbytery of Nashville were invited to sit as corresponding members.

Elders S. W. Aston from Lebanon, J. M. Johnson from Bethsalem and William Stephen​son from Mt. Zion were announced as present and took their seats as members of Pres​by​tery.

The Moderator then announced the appointment of the following Standing Committees:
On Devotional Exercises—Rev. J. C. Carothers, W. A. Moseley.

On Examination of Candidates—S. J. Love, J. Bardwell, D.D.

On Bills and Overtures—Jerry Witherspoon, Eld. C. Bardwell.
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On Minutes of Gen. Assembly—Rev. J. Bardwell, D.D., Elder J. A. Minniece.

On Narrative to Synod—Rev. S. J. Bingham, Elder W. V. Frierson.

On Subjects for Pres. Conference and Sermon: Rev. A. H. Barkley, Rev. O. H. P. Smyth, Elder W. A. Moseley.

Rev. A. H. Barkley then presented an overture from Oak Grove Church petitioning Pres​bytery to unite with them in an overture to Synod to overture the General Assembly to have said Oak Grove Church transferred from the Presbytery of Tombeckbee to the Presbytery of Chickasaw. On motion said overture was referred to Committee of Bills and Overtures.

Rev. J. D. McClintock and Rev. A. N. Cunningham, D.D., presented letters of dismission from their respective Presbyteries, Greenbrier and Nashville, and asked for admission into this Presbytery. The Committee on Examination, Rev. S. J. Love and Rev. J. Bardwell, D.D., by order of Presbytery proceeded to examination of these brethren. The examination was sustained and the names of these brethren ordered to be enrolled as members of Presbytery.

Rev. J. N. Carothers then tendered his resignation of the office of Stated Clerk, where​upon Dr. Bardwell offered the following resolution which was unanimously adopted: “Re​solved, that in accepting the resignation of Bro. Carothers, Presbytery desires to express its grateful sense of the zeal and fidelity with which he has for many years dis​charged the duties of
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his office, and to record its high appreciation of the valuable service, cheerfully and heartily rendered by him at all times.”
Rev. Jerry Witherspoon was nominated and unanimously elected to the office of Stated Clerk.

A request from the Columbus Church asking permission of Presbytery to call the Rev. J. D. McClintock as their pastor was presented by Rev. J. Bardwell, D.D., and on motion, was referred to a committee appointed by the chair, consisting of Rev. A. H. Barkley, J. Bardwell, D.D., and Elders Jos. Adams and J. A. Minniece. 

Narratives from the Churches was made the first order of the day for Friday morning. On motion Presbytery adjourned to meet Friday morning at half past eight o’clock. 





The meeting was closed with prayer by the Moderator.








Friday morning, Sept. 29.

Presbytery met at the hour appointed and after a half-hour spent in devotional exercises was opened with prayer. Minutes of yesterday were read, and with some corrections and changes, were approved.

The Rev. S. R. Frierson presented his excuse for tardiness which was received. The reg​ular order was then taken up and
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Presbytery heard the narratives from the several Churches. The narratives were then placed in the hands of the Standing Committee on Narrative to Synod.
D. A. Peden, Elder from Smyrna Church appeared and took his seat on the floor of Pres​bytery.

The Report on Education, on motion, was made the first order of the day for Saturday morning and the Report on Sustentation was to constitute the second order of the day.

Owing to past faithfulness and present physical disability, Rev. S. R. Frierson was ex​cused from preaching at the time appointed, the “Presbyterial Sermon,” and on motion the preacher and subject were continued until the next meeting of Presbytery.

The Report of the chairman of the Committee on “Foreign Missions” was made special order of business for Saturday afternoon at 3 o’clock.

The committee to whom was referred the request of the Columbus Church with accom​panying papers presented the following report: “Your committee beg leave to report that they have examined the request of Columbus Church with accompanying papers and find​ing the call of said Church to Rev. J. D. McClintock in due form and regular, would rec​ommend that it be placed in the hands of that brother. An informality appears in the attestation of the Mod-
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erator of the congregational meeting, which it is important to have corrected. It is there​fore recommended that the Session of the Church be instructed to have the correction made so as to conform strictly to Chapter 15: Section 7 of Form of Government.








Joseph Bardwell, Chairman.

Rev. S. J. Bingham, chairman of Committee of Publication reported that no funds for that object had been received since the last meeting of Presbytery. His report was received and adopted.







    Presbytery then took recess until 2 ½ p.m.








Friday 2:30 p.m.

Presbytery resumed its deliberations after recess. Presbytery granted the request of Oak Grove Church asking permission to continue the services of Rev. J. D. West of Chick​asaw Presbytery as Stated Supply until the next meeting of Presbytery.

Rev. J. Bardwell, D.D., presented an overture to Synod in regard to the Southwestern Pres​byterian, which on motion was made the substitute for the report of Committee on Bills and Overtures on an overture upon that subject made at the last meeting of Presby​tery and postponed for consideration at the Fall meeting of Presbytery. The substitute was then adopted and is as follows:

[221]

The Presbytery of Tombeckbee would most respectfully present to Synod the following Overture; That, whereas serious complaints have been made and widely circulated against the policy of Synod in establishing and in part sustaining by funds derived from the Synod’s Book Depository, a religious newspaper, known as the South-Western Pres​by​​terian, said complaints charging that the Synod in so doing was guilty of alienating friends and ‘violating pledges made to the Churches and individuals who gave these funds in trust for a specific object,’ and whereas it is believed that such charges re​peatedly made and semi-officially published as they have been, have worked and are work​ing to the prejudice of Synod and to the injury of its official organ, the South-West​ern Presbyterian, Therefore, Resolved, that Synod be respectfully requested at an early day at its next meeting, to appoint a committee, consisting of one minister and one ruling elder from each Presbytery to examine into the nature and foundation of these complaints and of all other matters of material interest relating to the policy and management of the South-Western Presbyterian and to report thereon to Synod. In presenting the foregoing overture Presbytery explicitly disclaims any purpose to prejudge the merits of the issue as[indecipherable word] the complainants and the policy of synod. But believing that the charges are of [such?]
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grave and serious a nature that if this Synod should at once take steps to relieve itself of the grievous but just reproach and if untrue, that it is just as clearly bound to vindicate itself from these hurtful implications, this Presbytery would respectfully represent that in respect to its churches and people and the Church at large, Synod owes itself the duty to [indecipherable word] openly and fully the issue made as herein before stated.
Rev. S. R. Frierson requested that his dissent to the adoption of the foregoing overture be recorded.

Rev. S. J. Bingham offered the following resolution which was adopted: Resolved, that the Churches of Shubuta and Waynesboro be dissolved and the members of each of them be transferred to the Church at Philadelphus, except W. A. Kelley, his wife and baptized children, who are hereby transferred to the Church at Enterprise.

Rev. J. Bardwell, D.D., reported his attendance as delegate from this Presbytery upon the deliberations of the General Assembly last held at Savannah Ga. [indecipherable words] account of the deliberations of that body and the disposition of Commissioner’s Fund placed in his hand.

The following Resolution was then offered by Rev. S. J. Bingham: Resolved that having heard the report of Rev. J. Bardwell, D.D., our last commissioner to the General Assem​bly, Presbytery approves of his diligence
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and faithfulness and endorses fully his course in regard to Pure Presbyterianism and Fra​ternal Correspondence. This resolution was unanimously adopted and the balance of Com​missioner’s Fund was ordered to be paid over to the Treasurer.
Wahalak Church asked leave of Presbytery to employ the Rev. J. C. Carothers for one-fourth of his time at a salary of $200.00 per annum. This request was granted.

The Committee on Bills and Overtures made their report on the overture of Oak Grove Church praying Presbytery to overture Synod to overture the General Assembly to transfer said Oak Grove to Chickasaw Presbytery, recommending that Presbytery grant the overture. The consideration of this report was made the order for tonight after divine service. 


       Presbytery then took recess until after divine service, 8:30 p.m. Friday night.

After divine service, Presbytery resumed business. The report of Committee on Bills and Overtures was taken up and on motion to adopt Presbytery refused to concur by a vote of eighteen to nine.

On motion the reasons assigned by the elders W. H. Perkins, principal & J. M. Carter alternate delegate to General Assembly were sustained and their excuses for non-attendance on the sessions of that body were received as satisfactory.

Permission was granted to Rev. A. N. Cunningham, D.D. to serve the Aberdeen
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Church until the next meeting of Presbytery.
On motion, elders Hobson and Tyson were excused from further attendance upon the meetings of Presbytery.

The Rev. J. D. McClintock asked permission of Presbytery to hold the call of Columbus Church until Spring meeting of Presbytery. His request was granted.

Presbytery then adjourned until tomorrow morning at eight and a half o’clock. Closed with prayer by Rev. A. N. Cunningham, D.D.








Saturday, Sept 30th/1876








8:30 a.m.

Presbytery met according to adjournment and was opened with prayer, the first half hour being spent in devotional exercises.

The petition of Messrs Ervin, [indecipherable name] Billou, Love and [indecipherable name] asking for a reorganization of Bethel Church was granted by Presbytery. Bros. S. J. Love, Clark, Peden & Henderson were appointed as a committee to visit Pleasant Springs and report upon the state of said Church at next meeting of Presbytery.

Presbyterial Conference was made special order for tonight after services.
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Columbus was chosen as next place of meeting on the Thursday before the first full moon in April 1877 at 11 a.m.

Elders David Peden, Franklin Clark, S. W. Aston, William Stephenson, and Jas Johnson were excused from further attendance on present meeting of Presbytery.

The regular order of the day was taken up and Rev. J. Bardwell, D.D., corresponding member of the Assembly’s Committee made to Presbytery the following report on Edu​ca​tion:

The contributions from the churches to this cause since the last meeting of Presbytery have been very meager. It was the policy of Presbytery to proffer the return of certain funds furnished its candidates in former years; but, thus for the contributions for this purpose have not placed it in the power [of the] Cor. Member to make the proffer. Mr. W. G. Woodbridge who was taken under care of Presbytery one year [ago?] and with the approval of Presbytery has been engaged in teaching during past year, has recently gone to the Theological Seminary at Columbia S. C. and will prosecute his studies in con​nec​tion with that school of the prophets. He is now in need of immediate aid to meet his cur​rent expenses and it is earnestly recommended that the Churches take up speedy and liberal collections for this cause. Since the last meeting of Presbytery the following sums have been received:
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Cash on hand as by last report [ink indicating amount is smudged]
Good Hope, August 8th 1876

$4.00

Mt Zion, Sept. 29th 1876

$3.00

Knox, Sept. 29th 1876

  
$5.00

Total




53.15

Sept 15th 1875, amount paid to G. Woodbridge
$50.00.

Cash on hand





$  3.15







J. Bardwell.







Corresponding Member, Assembly’s Com.

On motion the clerk was ordered to call the roll of churches to secure pledges of money from delegates in the name of their respective churches to liquidate a shadowing in​debtedness of Presbytery. The following sums were pledged:

Aberdeen Church
$10.00

Friendship

    5.00

Starkville

    5.00

Macon


    5.00

DeKalb

    3.00

Bethsalem

    5.00

Carolina

    2.50

Wahalak

    5.00

Crawfordville

  10.00

Okolona

  10.00

Lebanon

    3.00

Lawrence

    5.00

Columbus

  25.00

Smyrna

    2.50

Toomsuba

    3.00

Bethel [indecipherable]  5.00
Enterprise

    5.00

Philadelphus

    2.50

Center Point

    5.00

Louisville & Perkinsv.    5.00

Total pledged
          $121.50
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The Lebanon Church asked and obtained permission to continue the services of Rev. A. H. Mecklin of Central Mississippi Presbytery, as Stated Supply, for one-fourth of his time at a salary of two hundred dollars.

Permission was granted to the Starkville Church to secure the ministerial services of Rev. S. R. Frierson for one-half of his time for the next six months, provided satisfactory ar​rangements can be made.

Presbytery took recess until half past two o’clock p.m.

At half past two o’clock, Presbytery resumed its business. On motion the regular order was postponed to hear the report of Committee on the Minutes of the General Assembly. The report was received and adopted and is as follows:
The Committee on Minutes of General Assembly would report that the attention of Presbytery is respectfully called to the following items:
( page 214) I. The Assembly enjoins upon all chairmen of Committees of Foreign Missions to im​press upon the minds of the churches within their respective Presbyteries, the great import​ance of this work.

(page 219) II. That in all ordinary cases of overtures from Presbyteries to the Assembly, the General Assembly instructs that these overtures be approved by Synod before being sent to the General Assembly.

(page 222) III. The Assembly earnestly commends the “Gospel Sower” to the patronage
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of our people.
(page 290) IV. The Assembly enjoins great care and caution upon the Presbyteries in examining into the character of all applicants for the gospel ministry, and that as a gen​eral rule, no applicant for the gospel ministry be taken under care of Presbytery as a cand​i​date at the same meeting when the application is made.

(page 237) V. Attention of the Presbyteries is called to the Sabbath school work and also the great importance & duty of establishing Sabbath schools for colored people wherever practicable, which duty Presbytery would recognize and urge its people to the faithful performance of the same.

(page 241) VI. The General Assembly ordered the Book of Church Order and the Book of Discipline before submitted to be sent down to the Presbyteries for their action, to be reported to the next meeting of the Assembly. Your committee, therefore, recommend that a committee of five—three ministers and two elders—be appointed to take this mat​ter under consideration and report to the next meeting of Presbytery.








Joseph Bardwell, Chairman.

The chair appointed the following committee to take under consideration the new Book of Order and Discipline: Rev. J. Bardwell, D.D., A. H. Barkley & S. J. Bingham, and
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Elders J. A. Minniece and H. J. Carter.

Committee on Commissioner’s Fund was announced by the chair and is as follows: Rev. A. H. Barkley and J. A. Minniece.

Rev. J. Bardwell, D.D., corresponding member of Assembly’s Committee on Susten​tation made the following report which was received and adopted:

In presenting his semi-annual report on Sustentation, your corresponding member of the Assembly’s Committee feels greatly embarrassed in view of the deplorable condition of the churches in reference to this great cause which lies at the foundation of our prosperity as a Church. The fact cannot be disguised that, as a Presbytery we are not only derelict in the discharge of our duty, but, we are far behind many other portions of the Church less formed in many respects than we are, and obtaining aid in the prosecution of our work from whom we ought to assist. These statements will find their confirmation in the fol​lowing exhibit:

Sustentation Proper

Amount Reported last Presbytery then on hand:
$44.84

May 19th 1876 Amt. received from Good Hope Ch.      5.75

July 31st
Amt. received from Carolina Ch.
    2.00

July 31st
Amt. received from Knox Ch.

    5.00






   Total $57.59
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1876




As per contra
May


By amt. remitted to Dr. R. McIlvaine

$50.00

March 15, 1876
Received from Assembly’s Committee
125.00

Of which amount there was appropriated to S. J. Bingham

  75.00

And to O. H. P. Smyth





  50.00

This exhibit shows that while as a Presbytery we have contributed during the past twelve months only $57.50, we have received from the General Assembly’s Sustentation Com​mit​tee (as per first installment) $125.00 and will soon receive (as per 2nd installment) $125.00, making a total receipt of $250.00, versus $57.59 contributed.

Evangelistic Work
At its Spring meeting, Presbytery ordered all of its ministers to spend one month in evan​gel​istic work, and directed its Corresponding Member of the Assembly’s Committee to apportion the fields of labor to the several ministers and also to designate a Ruling Elder to accompany them. These commissioners were instructed to hold meetings, administer the sacraments and take up collections for the general cause of Sustentation and Evan​gel​ization. The following brethren have reported compliance with the order as follows: Rev. H. J. McLean visited under the above instructions of Presbytery the churches—Lebanon, Mt. Zion and Carolina. Proceeds elsewhere reported. Rev. A. H. Barkley visited Centre Point and Perkinsville, preached & administered
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sacrament.  Rev. J. N. Carothers with Elder C. Bardwell reported having visited Lebanon Church, preached several days, administered sacraments and took up collection for Sus​ten​tation. Rev. J. Bardwell, D.D. devoted one Sabbath in September to evangelistic work, preaching at three different points, but taking up no collection at either place for reasons deemed sufficient. Thus, it will be seen that there has been only a partial compliance with the important order of presbytery, or a very partial report of compliance. It is earnestly hoped that brethren who have not complied with the order will fully do so, in the next six months.

Evangelistic Fund

Sept. 1876

Received from Mt Zion Church

$2.00






Smyrna Church

  3.50






Meridian Church

12.10






Aberdeen Church

  2.25





Invalid Fund


19.85

Invalid Fund

July 31, 1876

Received from Carolina Church

  2.00






Meridian Church

  6.00





Aberdeen Church

  4.75

August 1st 



Okolona Church

  4.00

As will be seen from this exhibit, the contributions for this cause are small and from few of the churches. It will appear then, that as a Presbytery we have contributed $16.75 dur​ing the past six months to the Invalid Fund. The appropriation
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within our bounds during the same period have been fifty dollars - $50.00. Nothing, as reported to us has been done towards Colored Evangelistic work, or to the Relief Fund. The attention of Presbytery is respectfully called to both these important objects. In con​clusion we would say, that a careful survey of the whole field and of the operations of the churches under the several heads indicated, has resulted in the painful conviction that we are passing through a most important and critical crisis, in which, unless we speedily bestir ourselves, we shall as a church suffer severe loss.








J. Bardwell,








Cor. Member of Assembly’s








    Comm. of Sustentation.

On motion, Rev. S. R. Frierson was excused from Evangelistic work for reasons assigned and satisfactory.

The chairman of Committee on Foreign Missions, Rev. S. R. Frierson, made the fol​low​ing report which was received and on motion adopted:

The chairman of Committee on Foreign Missions reports to Presbytery that he has received from the following churches, the following sums:


From Center Point


          $4.00



Starkville

  

7.85



Lawrence

  

3.00



Starkville

  

3.00



Knox



          11.60



Houston

  

3.00
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West Point

  

3.00


Friendship

  

2.20



Lebanon

  

2.70



Good Hope

  

4.00



Okolona, through other hands

4.60


Total



        $48.95

The consideration of the motion that Elder M. A. Minniece be appointed a committee, in place of W. H. Perkins who has removed from our bounds, to secure funds to liquidate the debt due old Evangelist’s salary was made special order for tonight after divine ser​vice.

Rev. A. H. Barkley as Treasurer made his report which was received & adopted and is as follows:

Amounts received—

For Presbyterial Tax


          $15.00

For Synodical Tax

  

30.00

For Commissioners’ Fund, Oak Grove
  2.00

Returned by commissioners

          $45.00
Disbursements

Stated Clerk’s salary to date

          $15.00

Balance on hand



79.00








A. H. Barkley, Treasurer.

The following report of the Committee on Assessments for Commissioners’ Fund was re​ceived:


From    Friendship Church

$4.00



Enterprise 


  2.55



Center Point


  2.00



Good Hope


  2.00



Montrose


  2.00



Wahalak


  2.00



Oak Grove


  2.00



Crawfordville


  1.50



Pleasant Springs

    .50
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DeKalb


  1.50


Philadelphus


  1.50



Pisgah



  1.50



Meridian


  4.00



Houston


  1.50



Lawrence


  1.00



Louisville


  1.00



Pendleton


  1.00



Newton


  1.00



Aberdeen


  3.00



Columbus


  8.00



Beersheba


    .50



Perkinsville


  1.00



Toomsuba


  1.00



Unity



  1.50



Buena Vista


  1.00



Garlandsville


  1.50



Macon



  1.50



Bethsalem


  3.00



Carolina


  2.00



Knox



  2.00



Lebanon


  2.00



Starkville


  2.50



Okolona


  3.00



Bethany


    .50



Hamilton


  1.00



West Point


  1.00



Mt Zion


  1.00



Smyrna


  1.00



Shiloh



  1.00


Total



71.50








A. H. Barkley, J. A. Minniece,









Committee




Presbytery then took recess until after divine service tonight.

After divine service Presbytery resumed business. Rev. A. H. Barkley
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on behalf of Committee on Evangelistic Work reported the following additional amounts of money received:


From 
Lebanon Church

$5.00



Houston


  3.25



Oak Grove


  2.00

The Committee on Narrative of State of Religion in our bounds made the following re​port which was received and ordered to be forwarded to Synod:

The Presbytery of Tombeckbee in presenting the Narrative of the State of Religion within its bounds would respectfully report to Synod, that from the narratives from eighteen of our churches we gather the following items: The attendance on the stated Sabbath servi​ces is universally good and in some cases on the increase. Careful attention is given to the word faithfully preached. Still we regret to find no special revivals nor gracious outpour​ing reported, but on the contrary, spiritual leanness seems to brood over a greater portion of the field and the evidences of a hearty, vigorous spiritual life are wanting on every front. Sabbath schools are reported in most of the churches having regular preaching and our catechism is taught in some of them. A complaint comes up form nearly all the churches, of a growing tendency on the part of the world to desecrate and treat with contempt God’s Holy Day and in many cases the members of the Church are conforming too much to the world in this respect.
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Family worship, while observed by some is, we fear, neglected by the large majority of heads of households. Prayer meetings are regularly kept up in many of our churches with good attendance and marked interest among some. Some of our churches have failed to re​port any collections, some give to part of the benevolent objects of the Church without much system, and a very few give systematically to all the objects of the Church. In view of these facts, we have great reason to humble ourselves in God’s sight and cry mightily unto Him for a baptism—a baptism of the Holy Spirit—all of which is respectfully sub​mitted.







S. J. Bingham, W. V. Frierson, Com.

On motion, the Presbyterial Conference was postponed—the subject and essayist were continued.

The Stated Clerk was instructed to make out the Statistical Report and forward the same to Synod.

The action had in regard to the Presbyterial Conference was reconsidered and the subject, “The Duty and Grace of Giving” was substituted for the former subject, and Elder T. B. Bradford was chosen alternate essayist. 

On motion of Bro. Bingham, a vote of thanks was tendered to the church and good people of Scooba for their kind and hospitable entertainment of Presbytery & this
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action was ordered to be announced from the pulpit on Sabbath morning.

Elder J. A. Minniece was chosen as chairman of the committee to secure contributions from the churches to meet Presbytery’s debt for Evangelistic work.

The minutes were then read and approved, when Presbytery adjourned to meet in the Pres​byterian Church at Columbus, Mississippi, at eleven o’clock on Thursday before the first full moon in April, 1877. Presbytery was closed with prayer by Rev. A. H. Barkley after the singing of the usual hymn of parting.








James N. Carothers, Moderator.

Jerry Witherspoon, Stated Clerk.
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Columbus, Mississippi







April 26th 1877

The Presbytery of Tombeckbee met at Columbus, Mississippi at eleven a.m., on the 26th of April and was opened with a sermon by the Rev. J. N. Carothers from Colossians 1:28, 29: “Whom we preach warning every man and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus: whereunto I also labor striving according to his working, which worketh in me mightily.”

The Moderator opened the meeting with prayer and the roll being then called, the fol​lowing members were enrolled as members of Presbytery.

Ministers


Elders


[from]


Churches

J. Bardwell, D.D.

J. C. Houston.




Meridian.

J. N. Carothers.

M. W. Peden.




Friendship.

S. J. Bingham.








Enterprise.

S. R. Frierson.


A. Ames.




Starkville.

S. J. Love.


[A. M.] Dinsmore.



Macon.

M. J. McLean.


W. R. Morrow.



Carolina.

J. C. Carothers.

J. A. Minniece.



Wahalak.

A. H. Barkley.


Scott Thompson.



Crawford.

J. D. McClintock

S. R. Boyle.




Lebanon.

J. A. Mecklin.


J. A. Orr.




Columbus.

Jno. W. Moseley.

J. D. Hutchinson.



Hamilton.

A. N. Cunningham, D.D.
W. A. Love.




Bethel.

On motion, the Rev. James Green of the Presbytery of Palmyra and the Rev. George Shaf​fer of the M. E. Church South were asked to sit as corresponding members.
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The organization of the Presbytery was completed by the election of Rev. J. Bardwell, D.D., Moderator, and John A. Minniece, Temporary Clerk. 
Rev. J. D. McClintock then gave reasons for tardiness upon behalf of thee Rev. Jerry Witherspoon. His reasons were received as sufficient and Rev. J. D. McClintock read the minutes of the last meeting in the absence of the Stated Clerk.

The following preamble and resolution was introduced by Rev A. H. Barkley and was adopted by Presbytery: Whereas the minutes of the last meeting of Presbytery fail to show the appointment of the Commission to reorganize Bethel Church, Therefore be it re​solved that the names of said commissioners be recorded with a view to completing the minutes of said meeting. See page 232. (* The following names are recorded on p. 232 as the “Commission for Reorganization of Bethel Church. Rev. A. H. Barkley, J. D. Mc​Clintock & Elder Scott Thompson.”) This committee then made their report and the name of the reorganized Church and the Elder in attendance, W. A. Love, were enrolled,





 whereupon followed a recess until 3 o’clock p.m. 

The Standing Rules of Presbytery were read immediately after assembling at 3 p.m. The Moderator announced the following Standing Committees:

Bills and Overtures—Rev. J. N. Carothers, Rev. S. J. Bingham, Elder J. C. Houston.
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Judicial Committee—Rev. A. N. Cunningham, D.D., Rev. J. W. Moseley, Elder A. Ames.

Committee on Sabbath Schools—Rev. J. A. Mecklin, Elder Scott Thompson.
Committee on Narrative—Rev. J. C. Carothers, Elder J. D. Hutchinson.

Committee on Devotional Exercises—J. D. McClintock, J. A. Orr.

Committee on Records of Columbus, Beersheba, Bethel, Unity & Crawford Churches—S. R. Frierson and W. R. Morrow.

Aberdeen, Okolona, West Point, Friendship, Oak Grove and Houston Churches—A. H. Barkley and S. R. Boyd.

Starkville, Macon, Knox, Wahalak, DeKalb, [and] Smyrna Churches—J. M. McLean and M. W. Peden.

Meridian, Enterprise, Lebanon Carolina, Pendleton, Good Hope, Shubuta and Phila​delphus Churches—J. W. Moseley and W. A. Love.

Committee on all other records—Rev. Jerry Witherspoon and A. Ames.

On motion the hearing of the narratives from the churches on the State of Religion within our bounds was made the special order for tonight after divine worship. The reports of Presbyterial Committees were set for Saturday morning at 9 o’clock. It was moved and carried that

[241]

Presbytery hold its sessions between the following hours: from 8:30 a.m. until 1 p.m. and from 3:30 p.m. until 5.
Rev. J. A. Mecklin, a member of the Presbytery of Eastern Texas presented to the Pres​bytery a letter of dismission from the Presbytery to which he belonged and asked for admission into our Presbytery. After being examined and his examination being satis​fac​tory his name was enrolled as a member of this body.

Eight o’clock on Saturday evening was appointed as the time for hearing the Presbyterial Sermon. The Presbyterial Conference was made the second order of the day for Saturday morning.
The Rev. J. D. McClintock reported his acceptance of the call from the Columbus Church which Presbytery placed in his hands at its last meeting and a committee consisting of Rev. S. J. Bingham, Rev. A. H. Barkley and Elder J. A. Orr was appointed to make necessary arrangements for his installation.

The reports on Systematic Benevolence, Sabbath Schools and Statistical Reports were then appointed to be heard tomorrow morning at 9 o’clock. The second order of the day for tomorrow morning was the Reports of Deacons on Ministers’ Salar[ies].

Good Hope was chosen as the place of the next meeting.
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On motion the Standing Rule on the subject was suspended and Wednesday before the first full moon in October, 11 a.m., was set as the time for the next meeting of Presbytery.
It was moved and carried that the Report of the Committee on the Revised Book [of Church Order] be made the special order of the day for half past 3 o’clock tomorrow after​noon.




      Presbytery then took recess until after divine service tonight.

Thursday night.

After divine service the Presbytery met and at once proceeded to hear the narratives from the various churches as the roll was called. Some exceptions being taken to the narrative from the Aberdeen Church, a motion was made and carried that the narrative from that church be read as [freely? or fully?] complying with the Standing Rule. Presbytery then adjourned with prayer by Rev. S. R. Frierson to meet tomorrow morning at 8 ½ o’clock.








Friday morning, April 27, 1877

At half past eight o’clock the Presbytery met and before beginning the regular business of the day, spent a half hour in devotional exercises. The minutes of yesterday’s sessions were read, amended and approved. The special order of the day was
[243]

taken up and Presbytery proceeded to hear the reports on Sabbath schools.  At the calling of the churches of the roll, the following churches responded: Meridian, Friendship, Hous​ton, Enterprise, Center Point, Carolina, Okolona, Aberdeen, Garlandsville, Newton, Columbus, [and] Philadelphus. These reports were referred to the Standing Committee.
The reports of Deacons upon the salaries of ministers were then heard with reports from the following-named churches: Meridian, Houston, Friendship, Center Point, Carolina, Wahalak, Crawfordville, Aberdeen, Oak Grove, Lebanon, Garlandsville, [and] Colum​bus.

A committee consisting of Elders James A. Orr, Scott Thompson, and A. Ames was appointed, upon a motion passed by Presbytery, to whom were referred the Deacons’ reports and this committee were instructed to report to the Presbytery upon the general sub​ject of ministers’ salaries within our bounds. 

Elder Dinsmore from the Macon Church appeared upon the floor of Presbytery and his name was entered upon the roll.

A call for the pastoral services of Rev. J. N. Carothers from the Houston Church was presented to Presbytery and was referred to a special

[244]

committee composed of Rev. J. D. McClintock and Elder J. C. Houston. Permission was granted to Rev. J. A. Mecklin to labor within the bounds of this Presbytery until its next meeting. 





Presbytery then took recess until half past 3 o’clock.

The Presbytery met after recess and upon motion the order of the day was suspended. Leave of absence was granted Rev. S. J. Love after 1 o’clock tomorrow.

The report of committee, recommending the approval of the records of Macon Church as far as written was adopted.

The committee on the records of Meridian, Enterprise, Carolina and Lebanon recom​mended their adoption. Report received and adopted.

Presbytery then resumed the unfinished business. The following report of Committee on Evangelist’s Salary was read and adopted.*

[This note is appended in very small print in the margin of the book.] The committee appointed at last meeting of presbytery to secure contributions from the churches to meet Presbytery’s debt for Evangelistic work, beg leave to report [words are illegible, but to the effect that small amounts had been collected from one or two churches. The chairman went on to say that he] next visited Starkville and only received the sum of $7.40. . . not enough to pay the expenses of the agent, if expenses were charged. There have been some funds received by Rev. A. H. Barkley including $7.00 from the Columbus Church. Your committee would respectfully suggest that as the only way in his view by which the debt can be liquidated. That is, to keep the following assessment, and appoint one elder and one deacon in each church to [indecipherable words, to the effect of collecting the amounts required].




—Jas. A. Minniece, Chm.

Assessment Schedule


Friendship


$40.00

Enterprise


  25.00


Center Point


  20.00


Good Hope


  20.00


Montrose


  20.00


Montrose


  20.00


Wahalak


  20.00


Oak Grove


  20.00


Crawford


  20.00


Pleasant Springs

    5.00


DeKalb


  15.00


Philadelphus


  15.00


Pisgah



  15.00
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Meridian


  40.00


Houston


  15.00


Lawrence


  10.00


Mt. Zion


  10.00


Smyrna


  10.00


Shiloh



  10.00


Louisville


  10.00


Pendleton


  10.00


Newton


  10.00


Aberdeen


  30.00


Columbus


  80.00


Beersheba


    5.00


Perkinsville


  10.00


Toomsuba


  10.00


Unity



  15.00


Buena Vista


  10.00


Garlandsville


  15.00


Macon



  15.00


Bethsalem


  30.00


Carolina


  20.00


Knox



  20.00


Lebanon


  20.00


Starkville


  25.00


Okolona


  30.00


Bethany


    5.00


Hamilton


  10.00


West Point


  10.00

The report of the Committee on the New Book of Church Order and Discipline, being the order of the day, was heard by Presbytery and received. A minority report was presented by Rev. A. H. Barkley. This report was received. The rule was suspended and the regular business continued after 5 o’clock. A motion was made to adopt the minority report. 








Presbytery then took recess
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until after divine service at eight. The vote on the motion to adopt the minority report was taken and the motion to adopt was lost. 

Rev. J. D. McClintock presented a resolution in regard to the [indecipherable word] bereavement of Dr. A. N. Cunningham. This reso​lution was passed and ordered to be spread upon the minutes and a copy ordered to be forwarded to Dr. Cunningham.
The committee for installation of Rev. J. D. McClintock, consisting of Rev. S. H. Bing​ham, Rev. A. H. Barkley and Elder J. A. Orr made the following report which was re​ceived and adopted: “The committee recommended that the installation take place on Sab​bath evening at 8 o’clock, that Rev. Jerry Witherspoon preach the sermon, [that] the Rev. J. Bardwell, D.D., preside, propound the constitutional questions and deliver the charge to the pastor-elect, [that] the Rev. S. R. Frierson deliver the charge to the congre​gation.” 

The following resolution [was] adopted by Presbytery expressive of sympathy for Rev. Dr. Cunningham in his bereavement: 
“Whereas Presbytery has learned of the recent bereavement sustained by our brother Rev. A. N. Cunningham, D.D. in the loss of his beloved wife, Morganetta A. Cunningham, his life-partner in his joy s and sorrows and sharer in his labors, therefore be it Resolved, That Presbytery records its 
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profound sympathy with our brother in this great affliction, commending him and those who sorrow with him in their day of trial to the love of Him who is the Father alike of the dead and the living, and whose purposes of mercy towards His faithful ones shall appear more and more unto the perfect day. Resolved, that a minute of this memorial be entered on the records of Presbytery and that a copy of the same be furnished our brother as a testimonial of our sympathy.
Permission was granted the Wahalak Church to employ Rev. J. C. Carothers for one-fourth of his time at a salary of two hundred dollars, which salary should be computed from January 1877 to January 1878.

Bethel Church was allowed to employ Rev. S. J. Love for one-fourth of his time at a salary of two hundred and fifty dollars. The request of the Oak Grove Church for per​mission to secure the services of Rev. J. D. West of the Presbytery [name of Presbytery not given], at a salary of 3 hundred and fifty dollars for one-half of his time, was granted by the Presbytery. 



Presbytery then adjourned to meet at half past 8 tomorrow morning.

At half past 8 Saturday morning Presbytery met and after a half hour spent in devotional exercises, minutes then read & approved, the order of the day, the hearing
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of Presbyterial Reports was taken up. The report of Rev. S. J. Bingham, the chairman of Committee of Publication was received: “The chairman of the Committee of Publication would report to Presbytery: that he has received for this cause since the last stated meet​ing of Presbytery the following sums:


Houston Church


$2.50


Friendship



  1.60


Bethel




  2.75

Reported to have been sent up by the Church at Starkville
$5.00.

The Presbytery regrets that the contributions to this cause are so small. Your committee would call the attention of the Presbytery to the following injunction of the General As​sembly at its last meeting contained in sections 8 and 9 on page 223:

VIII. “The Assembly hereby enjoins on all our Presbyteries to take special pains to re​ceive from the Churches a more liberal contribution to the general cause of Publication when the annual collection is taken up.”

IX.  “The Assembly urges upon the Presbyteries the importance and advantage of arrang​ing and executing some plan of colportage among the Churches.”








Respectfully submitted,








S. J. Bingham, Chairman.

The following report was received
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from the chairman of the Committee of Foreign Missions:
Received since the last report of Presbytery the following contributions:


Starkville Church


$18.55


Knox




  23.75


Bethel




    2.75


Crawfordville



    2.11

Total




$47.35








Respectfully submitted,








S. R. Frierson

The chairman of the Committee of Education made the following report which was re​ceived and adopted: “Since the last meeting of Presbytery the contributions of the churches to this cause with a few exceptions have been very small, and inadequate to meet the necessities of our candidate, Mr. W. G. Woodbridge who is pursuing his studies in con​nec​tion with the Theological Seminary at Columbia, S. C. Reports from Mr. Woodbridge indicate a commendable zeal on his part in the prosecution of his studies and a good degree of success. It will be necessary to furnish him additional pecuniary aid to meet immediate needs and it is earnestly recommended that the churches respond promptly and liberally to this cause. The subjoined exhibit will show the amounts received and dis​bursed since the last meeting of Presbytery:
1876


Amounts Received



To cash per last report


  3.15

Sept. 30

Amt of Presbyterial Collections
20.15

Oct. 25


Amt received from Carolina Church
  2.50

Oct. 29


Amt. received from S. E. Adams
  1.53
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Nov. 10

Amt. received from Meridian

12.75
Nov. 10

Amt. received from Columbus
21.00

Nov. 25

Amt. received from Philadelphus
  3.00

Dec 5


Amt. received from Lawrence
    .40

1877


Amounts Received




To cash as per cash report

$3.15

Feb. 25

Amt. received from Mrs Kimbrough
  1.00

Feb. 22

Amt. received from Church Society,






Okolona



April 26

Amt. from Philadelphus

  3.30

April 26

Amt. from Starkville


  2.00

April 26

Amt. from Bethel


  5.00

April 26

Amt. from Mt. Zion


  5.00



Total Received

          $75.80

Total Amounts of Disbursement


        $100.00

Debit of the Presbytery



            24.40

Disbursements

1876


As per contra
Nov. 12

Amt. sent W. G. W[oodbridge]

25.00

Dec. 14

Amt. sent W. G. W[oodbridge]

25.00

1877

March 8

Amt. sent W. G. W[oodbridge]

50.00

At the last meeting of Presbytery one hundred and twenty one dollars and fifty cents ($121.50) were pledged to liquidate a debt incurred by Presbytery in behalf of a former candidate under its care. Of this amount the following sums have been received:


Bethel Church


$5.00


Wahalak


  5.00


Friendship


  5.00


Lawrence


  5.00


Columbus


26.00


Meridian


10.00


Okolona


10.00


Crawford


10.00


Macon



  5.00
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Center Point


  5.00

Starkville


  5.00


Enterprise


  5.00


Toomsuba


  3.00


Lebanon


  3.00


DeKalb


  3.00


Carolina


  2.50


Philadelphus


  2.50

Total


        $110.00

All of which is respectfully submitted.







J. Bardwell, Chairman.

The Presbytery then proceeded to hear the report of the Committee of Sustentation as fol​lows:

“The Corresponding Member of the General Assembly’s Committee on Sustentation would report the following amts. received for Sustentation since the last meeting of Pres​bytery.

1876
Sept. 29
Total cash on hand as by last report

$7.59

1877
January
Amt. received from Meridian


12.11


Feb. 13
Aberdeen




  7.75


Feb. 13
Houston




  5.00


Feb. 13
Friendship




  3.00


Feb. 13
West Point




  2.00


March 6
West Point




  7.40


April 26
Enterprise




  2.50


April 26
Bethel





  5.00


April 26
Mt Zion




  5.00


April 26
Louisville




  4.00



Total




          $61.24

1877


As per contra

March 8
By amt. sent Dr. McIlvaine

          $41.80




By amt. paid for expenses of 






Rev. Witherspoon

  2.40



Total




          $44.20

Total amount received





          $61.24
April 28th  Cash on hand




          $17.04
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The following appropriations have been made by the General Assembly’s Committee of Sustentation to members of Presbytery:
1876



Amounts
Sept. 29

Total cash on hand as per last report
           $16.75
Nov. 10

Total amt. rec’d Smyrna Church

   3.50

1877

Apr. 26

Total amt. rec’d Starkville Ch


   2.00

Apr. 26

Total amt rec’d Bethel Ch


   2.75




Total




           $25.00

1877  


As per contra
March.


By amt. sent Dr. McIlvaine

           $20.25

April 28th

Total cash on hand



   4.75

The following appropriations have been made from the Invalid Fund by the General As​sembly’s Committee per your corresponding member.

1877
Apr.

To Mrs. Eliza Bradshaw


$25.00


Apr.

To Mrs. Cecilia Woods


  25.00


Apr.

To Mrs. Mary Peden



  25.00




Total





$75.00

1876


Evangelistic Fund

Sept 29.

To Cash on hand as per last report

$19.85

Dec.


To amt. rec’d from Bethel Ch


  10.00

1877

March 8

To amt. rec’d from Beersheba Ch

    5.75

April 27

To amt. rec’d from Bethel Ch


    2.75

April 27

To amt. rec’d from Center Point Ch

    3.00



Total





$41.35
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1877


As Per Contra
January

Amt allowed Rev. S. J. Love for traveling





Expenses in visiting Bethel Ch
  $2.00

April 30th

Paid Rev. A. H. Barkley


  39.35

All of which is most respectfully submitted,







Joseph Bardwell, Corresponding member of







Assembly’s Committee of Sustentation

The election of delegates to the next General Assembly resulted as follows: Principal ministerial delegate: Rev. A. H. Barkley. Alternate, Rev. J. C. Carothers. Principal dele​gate from the eldership: Jno. A. Minniece. Alternate: Scott Thompson.

The second order of the day, the Presbyterial Conference was taken up. The conference was opened with an essay on “The Grace of Giving,” by Elder T. B. Bradford. 

The report of Committee on Deacons’ reports on ministerial salaries was read and re​ceived.

Presbytery then took recess until half past three o’clock.

At half past three, Presbytery resumed business. A. M. Dinsmore, elder from Macon, was granted leave of absence. Rev. J. C. Carothers and Elder J. C. Houston were given leave of absence for the remaining sessions of Presbytery.

The committee on the sessional records of Aberdeen, Okolona, Oak Grove, Friendship and Houston made a report which
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was adopted and is as follows: “The minutes of Friendship have been examined and approved to page 116 with the following exceptions—1st. The minutes on pages 143, 149 and 150 are defaced by interlineations and a note of the Clerk which is not connected with the business of the Session. 2nd. The book has not been before the Presbytery since 1875.
The records of Houston Church have been examined and approved to page 146 with the following exceptions. The records are defaced by pencil interlineations on pages 139 and 140.

Okolona records have been examined and approved to page 40.”








A. H. Barkley, Chairman.

The report from the committee on the call from the Houston Church for the Pastoral ser​vices of Rev. J. N. Carothers was received and adopted: “The committee appointed to examine the call from the Houston Church for the pastoral services of Rev. J. N. Caro​thers for one-half of his time, beg leave to report: That they find the call to be drawn and attested in due form as [indecipherable word] by Chapter 15th of our Form of Govern​ment. But inasmuch as the salary promised “to free him from worldly cares” is deemed by your com-

[255]

mittee to be wholly inadequate for the purpose specified. They do [indecipherable phrase] to Brother Carothers, the Houston Church, or Presbytery to constitute the Pastoral rela​tion under such circumstances. Your committee cannot recommend that the call be placed in the hands of Brother Carothers.”







J. D. McClintock, R. C. Houston, Comm.

The Presbytery then heard the report of the Standing Committee on Sabbath Schools, of which Rev. J. C. Carothers was chairman.

The Presbytery of Tombeckbee would respectfully report to the General Assembly that there is uniform good attendance upon the preaching of the word and generally marked attention given. A few churches report a revival of God’s work in their midst and several additions to their roll of church membership. There are [indecipherable word] exceptional cases. Weekly prayer meetings have been regularly maintained in comparatively few of the churches. Systematic Benevolence is now drawing special attention from many of the churches and this we deem an encouraging feature for [indecipherable words] intricate connection between the state of religion in a church or community and the attention paid to the duty of giving. Worship in the family is largely neglected.
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although very favorable reports come up from some quarters under this head. Some com​plaint of the desecration of the Sabbath, but not a great deal. One great evil, at least with some of our churches, is intemperance. Watchmen in Zion have been said to mourn over the oft-repeated falls of some of their flock. Sabbath schools are kept up in most of the churches during the summer months and in a few comparatively during the winter also.







Respectfully submitted,








J. C. Carothers, Chairman.

Rev. James A. Mecklin, chairman of committee then submitted to Presbytery his report on Sabbath schools which was received and adopted. 

Reasons for absence from H. C. Smith were read in the hearing of Presbytery and sus​tained. A letter from Dr. J. A. Lyon giving reasons for non-attendance at Presbytery was read and his reasons sustained. The reasons assigned by Rev. O. H. P Smyth for absence upon the present sessions of the Presbytery, through a letter received were read and sustained.

A paper addressed to this Presbytery from Orange Presbytery, N. Carolina was received, read and on motion laid on the table.

The following report of the Committee on Deacons’ Reports on Min-
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isters’ Salaries was received and adopted and a committee consisting of J. A. Orr, Rev. A. H. Barkley, Scott Thompson, T. B. Bradford and A. Ames was appointed as provided for in this report, specifically in Resolution first.

The undersigned committee to whom was referred the Deacons’ Reports on Ministers’ Sal​aries beg leave to report, That of the 46 Churches, 28 have made no report and the committee are without information from them. They have statements from 18 Churches as follows:
Mount Zion has complied with contract. 

Bethsalem has complied with contract.

Oak Grove has complied with contract.

Newton has complied with contract.

Columbus has complied with contract.

Macon has complied with contract.

Center Point has complied with contract.

Aberdeen has complied with contract.

Meridian has complied with contract.

The following churches have paid all except a very small amount: Wahalak, Garlands​ville & Lawrence.

The committee regrets to report deficits upon the part of the following Churches:

Lebanon 
promised 
$200
paid
$168
Deficit

  $32

Enterprise


  600

  450


  250

Philadelphus


  125

    80


    35

Perkinsville


  100

    60


    40

Friendship


  500

  250


  250

Houston


  250

  117.70

    32.30

Louisville


  100

   40


    60
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Crawford promised and did nothing.

Your committee would respectfully recommend the adoption of the following Reso​lu​tions:

I. That a committee be appointed to direct a letter to each Church within our bounds directing the prompt and liberal payment of pastors and Stated salaries and impressing upon the Elders and Deacons a more faithful discharge of their duties in all cases where there are balances due on past contracts with their pastors with instructions that said letter be read before the respective congregations by the Clerk of the Session.

II. That the Stated Clerk of Presbytery be instructed to furnish the Clerk of each Session with printed blanks for all necessary reports to be made to Presbytery.

III. That [it] is recommended to each Church to adopt what is know as the weekly “en​velope” system of raising the different funds called for by the General Assembly, includ​ing the Pastor’s salary.

IV. That the Stated Clerk be instructed to call attention of the Sessions who have ne​glected to comply with the requirements of Presbytery in making their reports on this sub​ject with direction that they report to the next meeting of Presbytery as follows: Stark​ville, Knox, Enon, DeKalb, Good Hope, Pendleton, Carolina, Okolona, West Point, Sa​lem,
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Pleasant Springs, Buena Vista, Lauderdale, Beersheba, Smyrna, Paulding, Hamilton, Toom​suba, Bethany, Pisgah, Unity, Shubuta.







J. A. Orr, Chairman.

The hour for adjournment having arrived, a motion was passed that the rule be suspended and the sessions be continued a half hour.

The Treasurer of Presbytery presented his report which was received and adopted and is as follows:

Amount of funds on hands as per last report


$70.00

Commissioner’s Fund received



  59.50

Presbyterial Tax





  11.00
Total






          $149.50

Disbursements

Amount paid Treasurer of Synod



$32.00

Amount paid Stated Clerk




  11.00

Total







$43.00

Balance on Hand




          $106.00






Respectfully submitted, A. H. Barkley, Treasurer.

Rev. A. H. Barkley, chairman of Committee on sessional records of Oak Grove church submitted his report which was adopted, that the minutes on pages 17 & 18 do not show the appointment of a clerk pro tem, and these minutes are signed by a temporary clerk and not by the Clerk of the Session. 2nd. The book has not been before the Presbytery since 1875.





--A. H. Barkley, Chairman.
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On motion, the committee on Evangelist’s Salary was instructed too pay over to Rev. A. H. Barkley the funds in his hands.

Rev. J. Bardwell, D.D., chairman of the Committee on Sustentation was ordered to pay over funds in his hands for Evangelistic work to Rev. A. H. Barkley., late Evangelist.
A committee composed of Rev. S. J. Bingham, Rev. J. W. Moseley and Elder A. Ames was appointed to report to the next Presbytery on the general subject of Colportage.








Recess until eight o’clock.

Presbytery met at 8 o’clock to hear the Presbyterial sermon by the Rev. S. R. Frierson. 

The committee on the records of Center Point and Newton Churches reported, recom​mending said records for approval. Report adopted.

Rev. J. Bardwell, D.D., chairman of Standing Committee on Revised Book of Church Order and Discipline submitted the following report:

“The committee appointed at the last meeting of Presbytery to examine and report on The Book of Church Order and Rules of Discipline sent down the Presbyteries by the last General Assembly for their action, would respectfully submit to Presbytery the following report as the answer of this Presbytery to the General Assembly
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I. That this Presbytery, after a careful examination of the Book of Church Order and Rules of Discipline is prepared to express its approval of the general features and prin​ciples of the Revised Book.
II. That in order to secure harmony of action, as far as possible, on the part of the whole Church, and to perfect the work of revision, this Presbytery would respectfully request the General Assembly to continue the work of revision by committing the whole matter to a new committee of one member from each synod, to be chosen by the respective synods.

III. In the event, that a respectable minority of the Presbyteries should express dis​ap​proval of the Revised Book, this Presbytery would respectfully recommend that the adop​tion of the book be not pressed upon the Church by a bare majority vote of the Pres​by​teries.”








J. Bardwell, Chairman.








S. J. Bingham.








Jno. A. Minniece.

This report resulting from the amendment [blotted words] Report of the Committee by striking out the following [indecipherable word]: “In furtherance of this work, this Pres​by​tery will proceed to take up the chapters of this Book seriatim and express its approval of, or make amendment to the same, to be forwarded to the General Assembly and by it [illegible word] to the [illegible word] as provided
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for in the end section of this report, was adopted by the Presbytery and ordered to be sent to the General Assembly. 

Leave of absence was granted to M. W. Peden, A. Ames and S. R. Frierson.




Presbytery adjourned to meet tomorrow evening at eight o’clock.

Presbytery met at 8 o’clock on Sabbath evening and proceeded to the installation services appointed for that hour. The sermon was preached by the Rev. Jerry Witherspoon. The Moderator, Rev. J. Bardwell, D.D., presided and propounded the constitutional questions and delivered the charge to the pastor-elect. Rev. S. R. Frierson delivered the charge to the congregation. 



Presbytery adjourned with prayer to meet tomorrow morning at 9 o’clock.
On Monday morning at 9 o’clock, and after a half hour spent in devotional exercises [the Presbytery] resumed business. The minutes of last sessions were read and adopted. 
The following motion was adopted by Presbytery: [That] Rev. J. W. Moseley and the Session of Enon Church be authorized to organize the colored people at Enon into a dis​tinct Pres​by​terian Church, if the way be clear.

Brother Bingham was granted 
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permission to labor for one-fourth of his time without the bounds of this Presbytery.
Touching the recent bereavement of Bro. Frierson, Rev. A. H. Barkley offered the fol​low​ing preamble and resolution which was unanimously adopted:

“Whereas, the Presbytery has learned of the sad bereavement which has befallen Rev. S. R. Frierson in the death of his brother, Mr. A. A. Frierson, Therefore Resolved, That this Presbytery takes the present opportunity of assuring Bro. S. R. Frierson of our heartfelt sympathy and fraternal condolence in this hour of his deep affliction. That a copy of this resolution be furnished to Bro. Frierson.”

Presbytery passed this motion: That a committee be appointed consisting of one Elder and one Deacon in each Church within the bounds of this Presbytery and that they shall be instructed to use their best efforts to raise the amount assessed by Presbytery to pay off the debt due for Evangelistic work, and that Jas. A. Minniece be appointed a corres​pond​ing member of said committee to whom said funds, when collected, in whole, or, in part, shall be transmitted, that a report thereof be made at the next meeting of Presbytery at Good Hope.

The Stated Clerk read the Statistical Report to the General Assembly
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This report was received and adopted so far as it extended and the Clerk was ordered to perfect the report and forward it to [the] General Assembly.

The chairman of Committee of Sustentation to whom was assigned the duty of desig​nating fields of labor in [the] Evangelistic cause to members of presbytery reported gen​eral compliance with the order of Presbytery in doing Evangelistic work during the past six months. This report was received and adopted.

On motion the Standing Rule was suspended and the Moderator’s address on Systematic Beneficence was omitted.

The following resolution was adopted by the Presbytery: “Resolved:

I. That a committee consisting of Rev. J. Bardwell, D.D., Rev. A. H. Barkley and Elder Jno. A. Minniece, be appointed to revise the Standing Rules and report at the next meet​ing of Presbytery.

II. That said rules, when adopted be printed in the form of a circular and five copies be sent to each Session and Board of Deacons with instructions to place a copy in each rec​ord book, and that 100 copies be deposited with the Stated Clerk to supply future de​mands.”

The Rev. J. W. Moseley was assigned the duty of preaching the next
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Presbyterial Sermon. Subject: “Presbyterian Church Government.” Subject of next Pres​by​terial Conference: “Consecration of Person and Property to God Essential to Spiritual Vitality and Prosperity.” Essayist: Rev. J. C. Carothers.

On motion a vote of thanks was tendered the members of this church and congregation and also to the good people of Columbus for their kindness and hospitality to the mem​bers of this Presbytery, notice of which motion to be given from the pulpit by the Pastor on the ensuing Sabbath.

The minutes of the session were read and adopted, whereupon the Presbytery adjourned to meet at Good Hope Church at eleven o’clock a.m., on Wednesday before the first full moon in October, eighteen hundred and seventy seven. Presbytery closed with singing, prayer and the apostolic benediction.








Joseph Bardwell, Moderator.

Jerry Witherspoon, Stated Clerk.

[page 266 is blank]
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Good Hope Church, Jones County, Miss.







October 17th 1877

Wednesday, 11 o’clock a.m. Presbytery of Tombeckbee met according to adjournment and was opened with a sermon by the Moderator, Rev. Joseph Bardwell, D.D., from Matt. 14:17, after which it was constituted with prayer.

Ministers


Ruling Elders

from

Churches

S. J. Bingham


M. C. Smith



Good Hope

J. Bardwell


R. F. Houston



Meridian
O. H. P. Smyth

A. McCallum



Pisgah

H. C. Smith


H. M. McLaurin


Pendleton





M. L. McRae



Philadelphus

The following ministers were absent, viz.: J. N. Carothers, A. N. Cunningham, D.D., J. D. McClintock, A. H. Barkley, S. R. Frierson, S. J. Love, M. J. McLean, J. C. Carothers, J. A. Mecklin, and J. A. Lyon, D.D. Whereupon,

The Rev O. H. P. Smyth was elected Moderator and Rev J. Bardwell Temporary Clerk.

The minutes of former regular meeting of Presbytery were read, after which attention of Presbytery was called to a rough draft of the minutes of a pro re nata meeting held in Oko​lona the 7th day of September last.

On motion of Rev S. J. Bingham, Rev. Jos. Bardwell was requested to prepare a report on said meeting & submit it to Presbytery, whereupon the following paper was submitted and unanimously adopted, viz.: 

Whereas satisfactory information is had that in pursuance of a call issued by the Mod​erator, a pro re nata meeting of Presbytery was held in Okolona on the 7th day of Sept​em​ber last for the purpose of dissolving the pastoral relation between the Rev Jerry Wither​spoon and the Okolona Church, if the way should be clear, with
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a view to his accepting a call from the Presbyterian Church in Maysville in the Presby​tery of Ebenezer, Synod of Ky., and thereupon accepting his tender of the resignation of the office of Stated Clerk of Presbytery, and Whereas, satisfactory information is had that the action contemplated in the call was taken, viz.: the pastoral relation between the Rev Jerry Witherspoon and the Okolona Church was dissolved at their joint request, and the call from the Maysville Church placed in his hands, and a letter of dismission ordered to be given him to unite with the Presbytery of Ebenezer, Synod of Ky., and also his resig​na​tion of the office of Stated Clerk was accepted, as evidenced by the following minute of the Temporary Clerk, viz.:







“Okolona, Miss., Sept 4th 1877

Presbytery of Tombeckbee met in the Presbyterian Church, Okolona, Miss. at 11 a.m. in obedience to the published call of the Moderator. Rev J. Witherspoon the last Moderator present called the presbytery to order & opened the meeting with prayer. A recess was taken until 4 p.m., the pastor having to attend a funeral between 11 & 12. 








Presbytery met at 4 p.m.

J. D. McClintock was appointed clerk pro tem. A call was presented from the Maysville Church, Presbytery of Ebenezer, for the pastoral services of Rev J. Witherspoon, together with other papers from that church setting forth reasons for urging said call, also a certi​ficate from the Stated Clerk of Ebenezer Presbytery certifying that Maysville Church had consent of Presbytery to prosecute said call. After examination the call was found to be in due form. Bro. Witherspoon stated to Presbytery his
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desire & the necessity of being released from his present charge, and requested the dis​so​lution of the pastoral relation existing between himself & the Okolona Church. Mr. J. M. Buchanan on behalf of the congregation united in the petition for the dissolution of said re​​lation. Whereupon, on motion, the relation between Bro. Witherspoon & the Okolona Church was dissolved. Rev J. Witherspoon tendered his resignation as Stated Clerk, which was accepted, and it was ordered that the records be forwarded to Rev Dr Bard​well, Moderator. On motion Presbytery adjourned. Closed with prayer by Rev Dr Cun​ningham.”





(signed)  J. D. McClintock, Clerk pro tem.

Therefore: Resolved, That while Presbytery does not approve of certain informalities ap​parent in the foregoing action, and from the deficiency of the official record, is not pre​pared to recognize the proceedings had, as in all respects regular and in strict conformity with the requirements of the Book; yet, in view of the peculiar circumstances of the case, and the manifest necessity & wisdom of the change contemplated, Presbytery hereby rati​fies the aforesaid action as valid, and instructs the Stated Clerk to forward to the Rev Jerry Witherspoon a letter of dismission to the Presbytery of Ebenezer, Synod of Ky., cor​d​ially commending him to the Christian confidence & affection of the members of that body.







Presbytery took recess till 3 o’clock p.m.








3 o’clock p.m.

Presbytery convened. The Standing Rules were read, and the Moderator announced the following committees—

Committee on Bills & Overtures:

Rev J. Bardwell, D.D. and Judge A. McCallum.
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Judicial Committee:

Rev S. J. Bingham and R. F. Houston.

Com. on Narrative of State of Religion:

Rev H. C. Smith and Rev S. J. Bingham.

Comm. on Minutes of Gen. Assembly:

Rev J. Bardwell, D.D. and Elder H. M. McLaurin.

Comm. on Devotional Exercises:

Rev H. C. Smith and Elders A. McCallum & M. C. Smith.

It was made the first order of the day for Friday morning to hear the reports from the stand​ing committees.

The chairman of the committee appointed at last meeting of Presbytery to revise the Standing Rules, reported that he had been unable to confer with the other members of the committee and asked that the committee be continued & instructed to report at the next stated meeting of Presbytery. Request was granted.
The chairman of the Committee on Colportage appointed at the last meeting of Presby​tery, asked for further time. Request was granted and the committee instructed to report at next stated meeting of Presbytery.

Rev S. J.  Bingham asked Presbytery to dissolve the pastoral relation existing between him and the Enterprise Church, stating as his reason, the impoverished condition of the Church & their consequent inability to furnish the necessary pecuniary support for him​self & family. A communication was received from the Church expressing their concur​rence in the request. Upon inquiry the fact being ascertained that the Church was consid​er​ably in arrears with their pastor, Presbytery adopted the following paper:

Resolved, That Presbytery expresses its willingness to grant the request of the parties,
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and will take the necessary action to dissolve the aforesaid pastoral relation at an ad​journed meeting to be held at the next meeting of Synod, Provided that the Church shall have met its pecuniary obligation to its Pastor, or shall have made arrangements therefore satisfactory to him.

Presbytery adjourned till 8 ½ o’clock tomorrow morning. Closed with prayer.








8 ½ o’clock, Thursday morning. 

Presbytery met and was opened with prayer, Present as on yesterday. After half an hour spent in devotional exercises Presbytery resumed business. The minutes of yesterday were read and approved.

Rev J. H. Thompson appeared and gave reasons for tardiness and also for absence from several preceding meetings of Presbytery which were sustained as satisfactory. A letter was received from Rev J. D. McClintock assigning reasons for absence from present meeting of Presbytery which were sustained.

Meridian was chosen as the place for the next stated meeting of Presbytery. 

The doctrine of “Effectual Calling” was selected as the subject for the next Presbyterial Sermon, and Rev. J. D. McClintock was appointed as principal and Rev O. H. P. Smyth his alternate to preach the sermon.

“The Responsibility of Ministers and other Church Officers for the Meager Contribution of our Churches to the Cause of Beneficence” was chosen as the subject for the next Pres​by​terial Conference, and Elder Jno. A. Minniece and H. Woods, alternate, were se​l​ec​ted as Essayists.

3 o’clock p.m. on Friday was appointed as the time for the Presbyterial Conference, and 11 o’clock a.m. on Saturday for the Presbyterial Sermon.
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The names of the churches required by order of last Presbytery to report to this Presby​tery upon the subject of ministerial support were called and two churches—Good Hope and Pisgah—reported that they had fully met their obligations to their minister, and the Pendleton Church reported compliance in part. No report from the other churches.
Rev. J. Bardwell, D.D. was elected Stated Clerk of Presbytery [in place of] Rev Jerry Witherspoon, resigned.
Elder R. F. Houston, in the absence of the Treasurer was appointed Treasurer pro tem, to collect the Presbyterial and Synodical Tax, and forward to the Treasurers.

Andrew Jones—Elder from the Lawrence Church appeared in Presbytery and his name was enrolled. 







Presbytery took recess till 3 o’clock p.m.








3 o’clock p.m.
Presbytery met and resumed business. Rev J. W. Moseley appeared and gave reasons for tardiness which were sustained. Dr M. H. Watkins, an elder from the Newton Church, appeared and his name was enrolled.

Rev. J. H. Thompson was added to the Committee on the Narrative of the State of Re​ligion. The order of the day was taken up, and Narratives on the State of Religion in the churches were read & referred to the Committee on the Narrative. Written narratives were received from the following churches—Columbus, Good Hope, Meridian, Pen​dle​ton, Pisgah & Philadelphus. To aid the committee in preparing the Narrative for Synod, on motion, verbal reports were then heard from several other churches.

A letter was received from Rev A. H. Barkley giving reasons for absence from present
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meeting of Presbytery which were sustained, also his report as commissioner to the last Gen. Assembly which was received, and the fidelity of the commissioner approved.

Elders M. L. McRae and Dr M. H. Watkins were appointed a committee to make an assessment on the churches for Commissioners’ Fund and report to presbytery.

Permission was granted to the Garlandsville Church to continue the services of Rev J. W. Moseley during the year 1877, for one-fourth of his time at a salary of one hundred & thirty six dollars and as much more as can be collected.

Presbytery adjourned till 8 ½ o’clock Friday morning.









Closed with prayer.








Friday morning, 8 ½ o’clock

Presbytery convened and was opened with prayer. Members present as on yesterday. After half an hour spent in devotional exercises, Presbytery resumed business. The min​utes of yesterday were read and approved.

The order of the day was hearing reports from the several Standing Committees.

Rev J. Bardwell, D.D., chairman of Committee on Education and Sustentation presented the following reports which were received and approved.

Report on Education.

The chairman of the Committee on Education would report that since the last meeting of Presbytery the contributions to the cause of Education have been exceedingly meager and wholly inadequate to meet current necessities. During the summer vacation our candidate Mr. W. G. Woodbridge shared the hospitality of a generous & large-hearted elder of a sis​ter Presbytery, who now makes the liberal offer to be one of six to pay the
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board of our candidate at the Seminary during the present session. Surely, there will be five generous-hearted men in our Presbytery to respond to this proposition. Mr Wood​bridge returned to the Theo. Seminary in Columbia, S.C. at the beginning of the term in September and is now prosecuting his studies in connection with that school of the pro​phets. 

The following exhibit will show the amounts received and disbursed since the last meet​ing of Presbytery:

1877

April 28

To amt rec’d from
J. A. Minniece

$5.00







J. C. Carothers

  5.00







Crawfordville Ch
  3.00

Aug 25





Columbus Ch

10.00







Ladies, Columbus
10.00







Ladies of Meridian
15.00







Meridian Ch

  5.00

Sept 8





Lauderdale Ch

  2.60

Oct 15





Enterprise Ch

  4.00

Oct 18





Good Hope

  5.00  =  $64.60.

1877


As per contra
April 28

By debit per last report


24.20

May 15

Amt paid W. G. W[oodbridge] 

50.00

Sept 8


Amt paid W. G. W[oodbridge] 

46.60




Amt paid W. G. W[oodbridge] in clothing     35.00  = $155.80.

Oct 18


Debit of Presbytery


          $94.20








Respectfully submitted,








J. Bardwell, Chairman.

P. S. No additional report to that made at last meeting of Presbytery on the special fund pledged to liquidate a debt incurred by former candidate.








J. Bardwell, Chairman.
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Report on Sustentation
The corresponding member of the Assembly’s Committee on Sustentation would report the following amounts received since last stated meeting of Presbytery, viz.:

1877




Amounts Received
April 25


Total amt. rec’d from Wahalak Church
$3.50







Crawfordville Ch
              3.00





Balance on hand per last report                      18.04

Oct 18



Amt rec’d from Good Hope Church
              2.00= 









          $26.54.

Evangelistic Fund

Nothing to report, as all funds collected for this purpose are directed to the payment of a debt due former Evangelist and by order of Presbytery are sent to a special agent.

Invalid Fund

1877

April 25


Total cash on hand per last report

$4.75

August



Total amt. from Meridian Ch

  
  9.00

Oct 18



Total amt rec’d from Mrs M. R. McLeod
  1.00= $14.75

Brethren assigned to Evangelistic labor, under order of Presbytery, April 1876 (see pp. 209-211) reported general compliance.








Respectfully submitted,






        Joseph Bardwell, Corresponding Member of








Assembly’s Committee.

Rev. S. J. Bingham, corresponding member of the Assembly’s Committee on Publication reported that since the last meeting of Presbytery he had received two dollars for that cause. Report received and approved.






Presbytery took recess till 2 ½ o’clock p.m.








2 ½ o’clock p.m.

Presbytery met and resumed business. The order of the day having arrived, Presbytery entered upon the Presbyterial Conference. In the absence of the essayist, Rev. J. C. Carothers, the roll was called and the members expressed their views on the subject of Conference. 






Pending the discussion Presbytery took recess till

[276]

after public worship. 

After public worship Presbytery convened and resumed the Presby​terial Conference. At the close of the Conference the Moderator addressed the Presbytery on the subject of Systematic Benevolence, as required by the standing rule of Presbytery.

Rev. S. J. Bingham in behalf of the committee appointed to prepare a Narrative of the State of Religion, submitted the following narrative, which was adopted and ordered to be forwarded to Synod—viz.:
The Presbytery of Tombeckbee in presenting its narrative to Synod would report First, That we have reports from only a few of our churches, and hence our narrative is, in many respects, imperfect & unsatisfactory. We have on our roll 44 churches. There are only five (5) pastors. Several of our ministers preach at from two to four churches. We have also a number of churches entirely without preaching, except an occasional visit from some missionary minister. The churches making reports represent that the gospel has been faithfully preached to large & attentive congregations. Several churches report times of refreshing & blessing from God. Philadelphus has had an accession of eighteen (18) to her membership. Knox Church has also been greatly revived and blessed, having received twenty-eight (28) additions to its membership. Others report a few additions. Weekly prayer meetings are kept up in some of our churches, but in only a few of them does there seem to be much interest manifested. Sabbath schools are maintained in many of the churches and the catechism of our Church is taught in most, if not in all of them. The reports show that many families neglect
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family worship in their homes—an evil greatly to be lamented. Systematic benevo​lence—while a good many of our churches contribute to objects of benevolence, only a few take up collections systematically, and from the amounts contributed we are sure our people have not observed the Bible rule as a standard of giving: “To give as the Lord has prospered them,” and we fear that having withheld their gifts from the Lord, there is an increased tendency to poverty, both financial & spiritual among our people. Sabbath Observance—The reports show that while there is no outward criminal violation of the Sabbath on the part of most of our church members, still, we fear that the day is not kept holy in a scriptural sense by a holy resting, ceasing, not only from physical labor, but from visiting & talking about subjects of purely a worldly nature. In conclusion, we have whereof to be glad—much that calls for our hearty thanksgiving, but we have, also, much to humble us in the church. Our prayer is: “O Lord, revive thy work, and send forth the laborers into thy vineyard.”
Revs J. W. Moseley & J. H. Thompson with Elders Wyatt Dranghar of the Enon Church & Hugh Buchanan of the Good Hope Church were appointed a commission to visit the neighborhood of McDonald’s Mill in Perry County, at such time as they may elect, and organize a Church there, if the way be clear.

The committee appointed to make an assessment on the churches for Commissioners’ Fund presented the following report which was adopted, viz.:

Aberdeen
$8.00

Centre Point
$3.00

Friendship
$6.00

Beersheba
  2.00

Columbus
15.00

Garlandsville
  3.00

Bethany
  1.00

Crawfordville
  2.50

Good Hope
  4.00

Bethel

  3.00

DeKalb
  4.00

Hamilton
  2.00

Bethsalem
  5.00

Enterprise
  5.00

Houston
  2.50

Carolina
  3.00

Enon

  2.00

Knox

  6.00

          $22.00


          $31.50


          $23.50
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Brought forward:

          $22.00


          $31.50


          $23.50

Buena Vista
$2.00

Paulding
$1.50

Smyrna
$1.00

Lawrence
  2.50

Pendleton
  2.50

Starkville
  5.00

Lebanon
  3.00

Perkinsville
  1.50

Shiloh

  1.00

Louisville
  3.50

Pisgah

  2.50

Wahalak
  4.00

Lauderdale
  2.00

Pleasant Springs1.50

West Point
  2.00

Macon

  4.00

Philadelphus
  5.50

Mt Zion
  2.00

Meridian
  6.00

Okolona
  6.00

Newton
  2.50

Montrose
  2.50

Oak Grove
  4.00

Toomsuba
  2.00


          $46.50

Salem

  2.00

Unity

  1.50





          $55.50

                      $44.50 =










          $146.50

Presbytery adjourned till 8 ½ o’clock Saturday morning.









Closed with prayer.








8 ½ o’clock Saturday morning.

Presbytery met and was opened with prayer. Members present as on yesterday. After half an hour spent in devotional exercises Presbytery resumed business. The minutes of yes​terday were read and approved.

The chairman of the Committee on Bills and Overtures reported that no business had come before that committee and asked that the committee be discharged. Request granted.

The chairman of the Judicial Committee with a like report and request. Request granted.

The chairman of the Committee on the Minutes of the Gen. Assembly reported that the com​mittee had not been able to secure a copy of the minutes, and asked that the com​mit​tee be discharged. Request granted.

Revs J. Bardwell, J. D. McClintock, A. H. Barkley and Elder H. J. Carter were appointed a committee to report to the next stated meeting of Presbytery on the Revised Book of Church Order & Rules of Discipline sent down to the Presbyteries by the Gen. Assembly.

The following overture to Synod in reference to changing our Presbyterial boundary line on the south, was unanimously adopted and ordered to be forwarded to Synod.
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The Presbytery of Tombeckbee would respectfully overture Synod that, by and with the consent of the Presbytery of New Orleans, Synod would so change the boundary line be​tween this Presbytery and the Presbytery of New Orleans, as to place the counties of Jackson and Harrison, Miss., in the Presbytery of Tombeckbee—thus extending the boun​dary line of this Presbytery, on the south to the gulf, and furnishing a base of operations into the interior of its southern territory, on the line of the Mobile and New Orleans Rail​road, as also preparing the way for the division of this Presbytery into two presbyteries, whenever the southern portion of it shall become strong enough to justify it.
Rev. J. Bardwell presented the following, which was unanimously adopted and ordered to be forwarded to Synod:
The Presbytery of Tombeckbee respectfully represents to Synod that the overture from this Presbytery to Synod, at its last meeting, asking for an investigation of certain charges made and published against Synod’s policy in relation to the South-Western Presbyterian, and the depository [several illegible words] not appear in the printed minutes of Synod, and there​fore prays that Synod order that the said overture with Synod’s answer thereto be printed in the appendix to the next printed minutes of Synod.
The Rev J. C. Williams of the Methodist Episcopal Church South was invited to sit as a corresponding member of Presbytery.

Rev H. C. Smith and Elders A. McCallum and Wm McCurdy of the Pisgah Church were appointed a commission to organize the colored people, in the neighborhood of Pisgah Church, into a separate Presbyterian Church (colored) if the way be clear and reported to Presbytery at its next stated meeting.



Presbytery took recess half an hour, to commence again at 11 o’clock a.m.
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11 o’clock a.m.

Presbytery was called to order and the Presbyterial Sermon was preached by the Rev. J. W. Moseley on the subject of “Presbyterian Church Government.” Presbytery then took recess till after public worship this afternoon.
After public worship in the afternoon, Presbytery met and resumed business. The fol​lowing subjects were assigned to Mr W. G. Woodbridge as parts of trial preparatory to his licensure. For Latin Exegesis: “Ne Christus Deus Est?” For Critical Exercise: He​brews 6th ch:1-6 vss. Lecture: The Priesthood of Melchizedek: Its Nature & Design. For Popular Sermon: Text, Romans V:9.

On motion, it was ordered that when Presbytery adjourns, it adjourn to meet at Synod on the call of the Moderator, or, in case of his absence, on the call of the Stated Clerk.

The vote selecting the subjects for next Presbyterial Conference and the principal essayist was reconsidered, and the following subject and principal essayist substituted: Subject—“The Most Effective Manner of Conducting, Family, Social and Public Worship.” Princi​pal essayist Dr M. H. Watkins of Newton church.

Rev J. Bardwell offered the following paper which was unanimously adopted, viz.: 
In order to secure a more general & faithful observance of the duty of family worship, Pres​bytery earnestly recommends that heads of families, who feel that they cannot lead in extempore prayer, and are deterred from erecting in their households, the family altar from this cause, procure some evangelical collection of printed prayer, and use the same until they feel able to lead in public prayer without such aid.

The Rev James Terrill of the Baptist Church was invited to sit as a corresponding mem​ber
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On motion by Rev S. J. Bingham, the Stated Clerk was ordered to prepare and forward to Synod the Statistical Report. 

A vote of thanks was unanimously & heartily given to the congregation of the Good Hope Church and adjacent churches encamped with them, for the warm & generous hos​pi​tality extended to the members of Presbytery, and the same ordered to be announced from the pulpit on Sabbath morning; and Presbytery would, further, take occasion to ex​press its great pleasure in observing the good order & decorum apparent during the entire camp meeting service held on this occasion.

The minutes of today’s sessions were read and approved. Presbytery then adjourned with singing, prayer, and the apostolic benediction, to meet at Synod at the call of the Mod​erator, or, in his absence, at the call of the Stated Clerk.








O. H. P. Smyth, Moderator.








J. Bardwell, Clerk pro tem.

Attest:
Joseph Bardwell, Stated Clerk.

Approved as far as written, with the exception that the records were not presented to Synod for examination at the last meeting.

In Synod, at Baton Rouge, La.

November 23, 1877.








James Stratton,








Moderator of Synod.
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Adjourned Meeting at Baton Rouge







Friday, November 23, 1877*
Pursuant to order made at the last regular meeting, Presbytery convened at the call of the Stated Clerk (the last Moderator present), during the session of Synod, and was con​stituted with prayer. Present-Ministers: J. Bardwell, S. J. Bingham, J. D. McClintock, J. W. Moseley and Elder T. B. Bradford from the Columbus Church.

The joint request of Rev S. J. Bingham and the Enterprise Church presented at the last regular meeting of Presbytery was considered and the following action taken, viz.: Re​sol​ved, That the joint request from Rev S. J. Bingham and the Enterprise Church for the dis​solution of the pastoral relation existing between them be granted, and that the Rev J. W. Moseley be directed to preach in the church on the 3rd Sabbath of December & declare the pulpit vacant and also to notify the congregation that the action of Presbytery dis​sol​ving the pastoral relation was taken, with the distinct understanding, based upon in​for​ma​tion received from the church, that satisfactory arrangements would soon be made by the church with the pastor for the payment of arrearages due on his salary. 

Information having been received that the Oak Grove Church had sent up an overture to Synod asking that the necessary steps be taken to have that church transferred from this Presbytery to the Presbytery of Chickasaw and earnestly desiring the concurrence of this Presbytery in said action of the church, the following action was taken:
That, whereas the Oak Grove Church feels aggrieved at the action of this Presbytery at the Fall meeting at Scooba in 1875, 
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and seems restive under its present presbyterial re​lations, Therefore in order to promote harmony & good feeling, and to assure the church of the good will of Presbytery towards it, Resolved, That Presbytery hereby ex​press its readiness to cheerfully acquiesce in whatever may be the judgment of Synod with respect to the overture from the Church of Oak Grove and will throw no obstacle in the way of granting the same; at the same time the same reasons exist in its judgment, which de​ter​mined its action in 1876. 

Minutes were read & approved. Presbytery then adjourned to meet in Meridian on Thurs​day before the first full moon in April 1878.









Closed with prayer.








Joseph Bardwell, Moderator pro tem.








   and Stated Clerk.

*--Minutes beginning November 23, 1877, re-copied to Vol. IX.
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Meridian, Miss., April 11th 1878








Thursday, 11 o’clock a.m.

Presbytery met pursuant to adjournment and was opened with a sermon by the Moder​ator, Rev O. H. P. Smyth from Gal. 6:19. After sermon Presbytery was constituted with prayer.

The roll was called and the following members found to be present.

Ministers: J. N. Carothers, J. C. Carothers, S. J. Bingham, A. H. Barkley, Joseph Bard​well, J. D. McClintock, S. J. Love, J. W. Moseley, H. C. Smith, [and] O. H. P. Smyth.

Ruling Elders:

S. M. Adams 


from

Newton Church

Dr. J. M. Henson



Aberdeen

Cecil Bardwell



Starkville

R. F. Houston




Meridian

J. F. Harry




Garlandsville

W. A. Love




Bethel
H. G. McFarland



Lawrence

Jno A. Minniece



Wahalak

W. R. Morrow




Carolina

J. C. Smith




DeKalb

J. F. Smith




Good Hope

Scott Thompson



Crawfordville

Rev J. D. McClintock was elected Moderator and Elder H. G. McFarland, Temporary Clerk.

The minutes of the last stated & adjourned meetings of Presbytery were read, and also the Standing Rules.

On motion of Rev A. H. Barkley the following order of business was adopted for Friday

1st Order of the Day. Hearing of Narratives on the State of Religion from the several churches.

2nd Order. Hearing reports from Standing Committees.

3rd Order (afternoon). To hear report from Committee on the Revised Book of Church Order.

4th Order. The election of commissioners to the General Assembly.






Presbytery then took recess till 3 o’clock p.m.
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3 o’clock p.m.
Presbytery convened & resumed business. Moderator announced the following commit​tees:

Bills & Overtures—O.H. P. Smyth, A. H. Barkley, s. J. Love, J. F. Harry and C. Bard​well.

Judicial Comm.—J. C. Carothers, H. C. Smith & J. A. Minniece.

On Minutes of Gen. Assembly—A. H. Barkley & Dr J. M. Henson.

On Sabbath Schools—S. J. Bingham & S. M. Adams.

On Narrative—J. W, Moseley, J. N. Carothers & Scott Thompson.

On Devotional Exercises—Jos. Bardwell & R. F. Houston.

Committees on Sessional Records:

Rev S. J. Love & J. C. Smith. On records of Aberdeen, Okolona, Friendship, Oak Grove, Buena Vista, Houston & Hamilton Churches.

Rev J. C. Carothers & J. F. Smith. On records of Columbus, Unity, Beersheba, West Point, Bethel & Crawfordville Churches.

Rev J. W. Moseley & W. A. Love. On records of Starkville, Macon, Centre Point, Per​kinsville, Louisville, Lebanon & Bethsalem Churches.

Rev A. H. Barkley & C. Bardwell. On records of Knox, DeKalb, Wahalak, Lauderdale, Meridian, Shiloh, Smyrna & Mt Zion Churches.

Rev H. C. Smith & R. F. Houston. On records of Carolina, Newton, Lawrence, Gar​landsville, Enterprise, & Toomsuba Churches.

Rev O. H. P. Smyth & J. A. Minniece. On records of Good Hope, Pisgah, Pendleton, Phil​​adelphus, Montrose, Paulding, Enon & Salem Churches.

The names of absentees from former meetings of Presbytery were called and the follow​ing members gave reasons which were sustained as satisfactory, viz.: J. N. Carothers and S. J. Love. Rev. J. C. Carothers was excused for non-attendance at last stated & the ad​journed meeting.
A letter was received from Rev A. N. Cunningham, D.D., assigning reasons for absence from former & present stated meetings of Presbytery, which were sustained. Also a letter from Rev S. R. Frierson assigning reasons for absence from like meetings which were sustained and a request, in view of protracted ill-health, to be relieved from the duties of corresponding member of Assembly’s Committee on Foreign Missions. The request was granted, and Rev J. C. Carothers appointed Corresponding Member in his stead.
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Elder Jno A. Minniece, commissioner to last Gen. Assembly, reported his attendance upon the sessions of that body in New Orleans, and his fidelity & energy in discharge of his duty were commended.
A letter was received from Rev James A. Mecklin assigning reasons for his absence from the present & former meetings of Presbytery, which were sustained.

Oak Grove Church asked permission to employ Rev J. D. West of Chickasaw Presbytery “as stated supply for another year as heretofore.” The request was granted to employ him for six months in accord with standing rule of Presbytery which declares it to be dis​or​derly for a minister belonging to another Presbytery to labor within our bounds for more than six months without permission.

Rev Henry R. Raymond of Tuskaloosa Presbytery was invited to a seat as a correspond​ing member.

Elder Jno A. Minniece appointed at last spring meeting of Presbytery to collect the as​sess​ment made on the churches for paying the debt due to the former Evangelist of Pres​bytery, reported that he had written to nearly all the churches calling their attention to this matter & enjoining them to forward the amt assessed to him at Scooba; but that only one or two churches made any response to this call, and they only in part. He urged that bre​th​ren of Presbytery—Ministers & Elders, decide at once what they intended to do in ref​erence to this matter & act promptly so as to pay off the debt which was crippling the en​er​gies & retarding the usefulness of Presbytery. As a Presbytery we greatly need an Evan​​gelist now, but cannot act in this matter till our debt is paid.
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The assessment made on the churches one year ago at Columbus (see p. 244) was restated so as to remind the members of Presbytery of their duty in this matter & enlist their hearty cooperation in efforts to meet & liquidate this debt. The report was approved & the assessment continued & commended to the earnest attention of members of Presbytery & of all our churches.
Presbytery adjourned till 8 ½ o’clock tomorrow morning.










Closed with prayer.








Friday, April 12








8 ½ o’clock a.m.

Presbytery met & was opened with prayer. Half an hour was spent in devotional services, after which Presbytery resumed business. The minutes of yesterday were read & appro​ved.

Judge J. A. Orr, Elder from the Columbus Church and J. R. McLaurin, Elder from Toom​suba Church appeared and their names were enrolled.

Rev J. W. Adkisson and Rev D. L. Mitchell, ministers of [the] Methodist Episcopal Church South, being present, were invited to sit as corresponding members.

The order of the [day] was taken up & written narratives on the state of religion were read from the following churches, viz.: Aberdeen, Bethel, Carolina, Columbus, Craw​ford​ville, DeKalb, Friendship, Garlandsville, Good Hope, Houston, Buena Vista, Knox, Meri​dian, Philadelphus, Newton & Wahalak Churches. On motion, verbal statements were then made in reference to the state of [religion] in several other churches.

Rev J. R. Jones, pastor of the Methodist Church, was invited to a seat as a corresponding member.

On motion, the 2nd order of the day, hearing reports from standing committees, was sus​pended and made the order of the day for Saturday morning.

Rev. J. N. Carothers made statements concerning the enfeebled & scattered condition of Bethany Church
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On motion, the said Church was dissolved and Rev J. N. Carothers instructed to give certificates of membership to the members thereof, so that they may connect themselves with other churches as they may elect.
Wahalak Church was granted permission to employ Rev J. C. Carothers one-fourth of his time for the current year at a salary of two hundred dollars, and after the 1st of July to employ him for more of his time, if arrangements can be made mutually satisfactory.

Permission was granted to Garlandsville Church to employ Rev J. W. Moseley one-fourth of his time during the church year at a salary of one hundred & [fifty?] seven & 50/100 dollars & as much more as can be raised.

Permission was given to Buena Vista Church to employ Rev J. N. Carothers one-fourth of his time, promising him a salary of [amount is left blank].

Rev S. J. Bingham was appointed a committee of one to prepare & submit to Presbytery at its next stated meeting a suitable memorial of Rev J. H. Thompson (deceased).

Presbytery extended an invitation to Rev D. L. Mitchell, Supt. of Synodical Depository in New Orleans to make such statements concerning the condition & working of the De​pos​i​tory as he might deem of interest. The subjects presented by Mr Mitchell were referred to the Committee on Colportage.

The Committee on Minutes of the General Assembly submitted the following report which was adopted, & the Churches enjoined to observe faithfully the recommendations presented therein, viz.: The Committee on the Minutes of the Assembly would report that the attention of Presbytery is respectfully called to the following items—
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1st. The Assembly enjoins upon all pastors & other supplies their obligation to expound fully to respective congregations the duty & privilege of giving of their substance to the cause of the Church according as God hath prospered them, that the presbyteries include this branch of ministerial duty in their stated conference on the state of religion, that the presbyteries require church sessions to send up written reports in case of ministerial fail​ure to comply with this requisition, and the reasons for such failure—that the Presbytery shall report back to the Assembly whether it has complied with this injunction and that the presbyteries require their stated clerks to furnish each church session with printed blanks for their reports.

2nd. The injunction of the Assembly upon presbyteries to require pastors & stated supplies at the beginning of each ecclesiastical year to preach on the subject of sending the gospel to the nations yet in darkness—to adopt some plan for augmenting the gifts of God’s people & of making such plan a success.
3rd. The Assembly requests the Presbyteries to report to the Secretary of Education immediately after their meetings, the names of candidates, the places of study, who are to receive aid, & what amounts needed. Also the attention of the churches is asked to the Institution for the Education of Colored Candidates for the Ministry, that a collection be taken up in all the churches for this cause of Education; and that in view of the diminish​ing number of candidates for the ministry the churches are called upon to pray to the Lord of the harvest that He would send more laborers into the vineyard.

4th. The Assembly exhorts the churches to persevering of faithful efforts to cultivate in their churches an increasing interest in the cause of sustentation.
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5th. The injunction of the Assembly upon the Presbyteries to use all judicious efforts to secure more faithful reports from the churches on the subject of Sabbath schools under the regular prescribed form—that the Presbyteries emphasize and encourage the per​formance of the duty of affectionate & diligent training of the children of the Church to understand & contribute regularly & cheerfully to all the benevolent operations of the Church; that in the conduct of the Sabbath schools, no matter what system of lessons may be used, it is earnestly enjoined upon our Church Sessions to see to it that not only the great truths of the gospel about which all evangelical denominations are agreed, but also the distinctive doctrines of the Presbyterian Church are taught.
6th. The Assembly enjoins upon the churches the duty of giving both of their substance & their prayers to the support of the Columbia Theo. Seminary.

7th. The Presbyteries are urged to consider the subject of the Institute at Tuscaloosa for the education of a colored ministry, and that the churches aid the same with their prayers & substance.

8th. The Assembly recommends that the following subjects be embodied in the Presby​terial narratives, viz.: (1) Official fidelity on the part of Ministers, Elders & Deacons; (2) Attendance upon the services of the sanctuary; (3) Special outpourings of the Holy Spirit; (4) Prevalence of intemperance, worldly amusements, and other forms of sin; (5) Family worship; (6) Catechetical instruction (7) Observance of the Sabbath; (8) Fidelity of God’s people to worship Him with their substance; (9) Supply of the churches with the minis​tra​tions of the word; [and] (10) The religious instruction of the colored people.

9th. The Assembly advises the Presbyteries that,

[291]

[in] electing commissioners to the Gen. Assembly in the future, they do so with a view to their remaining in session two weeks.








Respectfully submitted,







A. H. Barkley, J. M. Henson, Committee

The records of Aberdeen, Bethel, Columbus, Crawfordville, Friendship, Houston, Knox & Starkville Churches were approved. Those of Good Hope & Buena Vista were appro​ved except that they had not been before Presbytery since 1876, and those of Philadel​phus except that they have not been before Presbytery since 1873, and Unity, since 1874.

The chairman of the committee, Rev H. C. Smith appointed at last Presbytery, to organize a colored Church at Pisgah, if the way be clear, reported that he visited the neighborhood for that purpose, but did not find the way clear to organize a Church. Report approved.

It was ordered, on recommendation of the Committee on Devotional Exercises, that the Presbyterial Sermon be preached on Friday night and the Presbyterial Conference held on Saturday at 10 o’clock a.m. 





Presbytery took recess till 2 ½ o’clock p.m.








2 ½ o’clock p.m.

Presbytery convened. The order of the day, hearing report from the Committee on the Book of Church Order was suspended to hear the Deacons’ Report on Ministerial Sup​port, whereupon the following churches reported compliance in full with their financial obligations to their ministers, viz.: Columbus, Aberdeen, Good Hope, Garlandsville, & Lawrence. The following churches reported compliance in part: Friendship & Buena Vista, & Wahalak almost in full. No reports from the other churches, constituting by far the majority in number.

The report of the Committee on the Book of Church Order was then read by the chairman & unanimously adopted by Presbytery, and is as follows:

The committee appointed at the last stated meeting of Presbytery to examine and report upon
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The Book of Church Order, would respectfully recommend that the several propositions submitted by the Gen. Assembly to the Presbyteries be at once considered and the judg​ment of this Presbytery ascertained by a separate vote taken upon each distinct prop​osi​tion, by calling the roll and recording the ayes and noes, in the following order—1st. By a separate & distinct vote upon each of the nine propositions sent down by the Gen. As​sembly. 2nd. By a vote taken upon the adoption of the Book as a whole, and that the result of these several votes be forwarded to the next Gen. Assembly.







Joseph Bardwell, J. D. McClintock,








      A. H. Barkley, Committee.

The vote of Presbytery was then taken upon the several propositions in the order & manner indicated, and resulted as follows: 

Proposition 1st. Form of Government, Ch. V, Sec IV, Art. II. Ayes: S. J. Bingham, A. H. Barkley, Jos. Bardwell, J. C. Carothers, J. N. Carothers, S. J. Love, J. D. McClintock, H. C. Smith, C. Bardwell, W. A. Love, R. F. Houston, Jno A. Minniece, J. F. Smith, J. C. Smith, Scott Thompson, J. A. Orr—16. Noes: J. W. Moseley, O. H. P. Smyth, S. M. Adams, J. F. Harry, J. M. Henson, W. R. Morrow, J. R. McLaurin—7. H. G. McFarland excused from voting.
Proposition II. Form of Government, Ch. V, Sec IV, Art. V. Ayes: S. J. Bingham, A. H. Barkley, J. Bardwell, J. C. Carothers, J. N. Carothers, S. J. Love, J. W. Moseley, H. C. Smith, C. Bardwell, S. M. Adams, W. A. Love, R. F. Houston, Jno A. Minniece, H. G. McFarland, J. F. Smith, J. C. Smith, J. A. Orr—17. Noes: J. D. McClintock, O. H. P. Smyth, J. F. Harry, J. M. Henson, Scott Thompson, W. R. Morris, J. R. McLaurin—7.
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Proposition III. Form of Government, Chap. V, Sec. VII. Ayes: A. H. Barkley, J. C. Carothers, J. N. Carothers, S. J. Love, J. D. McClintock, C. Bardwell, W. A. Love, J. A. Orr—8. Noes: Joseph Bardwell, S. J. Bingham, J. W. Moseley, O. H. P. Smyth, H. C. Smith, S. M. Adams, J. F. Harry, R. F. Houston, Jno A. Minniece, H. G. McFarland, J. M. Henson, J. F. Smith, J. C. Smith, W. R. Morrow, J. R. McLaurin—15.

Proposition IV. Form of Government, Chap. VI, Sec. III, Art. 14. Under this article three forms are submitted. The vote under each form stood: 

For Form 1st. J. Bardwell, J. C. Carothers, S. J. Love, J. D. McClintock, O. H. P. Smyth, H. C. Smith, S. M. Adams, J. F. Harry, W. A. Love, R. F. Houston, Jno A. Minniece, H. G. McFarland, J. M. Henson, J. F. Smith, J. C. Smith, Scott Thompson, W. R. Morrow, J. R. McLaurin, J. A. Orr—19.

For 2nd Form. C. Bardwell—1. 

For 3rd Form. A. H. Barkley, S. J. Bingham, J. N. Carothers, J. W. Moseley—4.

Proposition V. Book of Discipline, Ch. III, Art. 1 and Ch. I, Art. III & IV of the present Book of Discipline. The vote was taken between the present form and the revised form. 
For the present form: O. H. P. Smyth, J. F. Harry, J. M. Henson, Scott Thompson, W. R. Morrow, J. R. McLaurin, J. M. Henson, Scott Thompson, W. R. Morrow, J. R. Mc​Laurin—6. 
For the revised form: S. J. Bingham, A. H. Barkley, J. Bardwell, J. C. Carothers, J. N. Carothers, S. J. Love, J. D. McClintock, J. W. Moseley, H. C. Smith, S. M. Adams, C. Bardwell, W. A. Love, R. F. Houston Jno A. Minniece, H. G. McFarland, J. F. Smith, J. C. Smith, J. A. Orr—18.
Propositions VI, VII, VIII. Book of Discipline, Chapter XII, Art. I, II, and III. The vote was taken separately on each of the three articles:

Art. I, Ayes: S. J. Bingham, A. H. Barkley, Joseph Bardwell, J. C. Carothers, J. N. Carothers, S. J. Love, J. D. McClintock, J. W. Moseley, O. H. P. Smyth, H. C. Smith, S. M. Adams, C. Bardwell, J. F. Harry, R. F. Houston, W. A. Love, H. G. McFarland, Jno A. Minniece, J. F. Smith, J. C. Smith, Scott Thompson, J. R. McLaurin—22. Noes: J. M. Henson and W. R. Morrow—2.

Art. II, Ayes: A. H. Barkley, J. Bardwell, S. J. Bingham, J. C. Carothers, J. N. Carothers,
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S. J. Love, J. D. McClintock, J. W. Moseley, H. C. Smith, S. M. Adams, C. Bardwell, J. F Harry, R. F. Houston, W. A. Love, Jno A. Minniece, H. G. McFarland, J. M. Henson, J. F. Smith, J. C. Smith, Scott Thompson, W. R. Morrow, J. R. McLaurin & J. A. Orr—23. Noes: O. H. P. Smyth—1.

On Art. III, Ayes: A. H. Barkley, J. Bardwell, S. J. Bingham, J. C. Carothers, J. N. Carothers, S. J. Love, J. D. McClintock, H. C. Smith, S. M. Adams, C. Bardwell, J. F. Harry, R. F. Houston, W. A. Love, Jno A. Minniece, H. G. McFarland, J. M. Henson, J. F. Smith, J. C. Smith, Scott Thompson, W. R. Morrow, J. R. McLaurin, J. A. Orr—22. Noes: J. W. Moseley, O. H. P. Smyth—2.

Proposition IX.  Revised Discipline, Chapter VIII, Art X. Ayes: A. H. Barkley, J. Bard​well, S. J. Bingham, J. C. Carothers, J. N. Carothers, S. J. Love, J. D. McClintock, H. C. Smith, S. M. Adams, C. Bardwell, J. F. Harry, R. F. Houston, Jno A. Minniece, W. A. Love, J. F. Smith, J. C. Smith, Scott Thompson, J. R. McLaurin, J. A. Orr—19. Noes: J. W. Moseley, O. H. P. Smyth, H. G. McFarland, J. M. Henson, W. R. Morrow—5.

On the Adoption of the Book as a Whole. Ayes: A. H. Barkley, Joseph Bardwell, S. J. Bingham, J. C. Carothers, J. N. Carothers, S. J. Love, J. D. McClintock, J. W. Moseley, H. C. Smith, S. M. Adams, Cecil Bardwell, J. F. Harry, R. F. Houston, J. G. McFarland, J. A. Orr, J. F. Smith, J. C. Smith, Scott Thompson, W. A. Love—19. Noes: O. H. P. Smyth, Jno A. Minniece, J. M. Henson, W. R. Morrow, J. R. McLaurin—5.

On motion, the 2nd order for this afternoon, viz.: the election of commissioners to the Gen. Assembly was postponed & made the 1st order after the preaching of the Presby​terial Sermon tonight.

The Committee on Bills & Overtures presented the following report which was received & on motion to adopt, the further consideration of it
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was made the 2nd order after sermon tonight.





Presbytery then took recess until 8 o’clock tonight.








8 o’clock p.m.

Presbytery convened and the Presbyterial Sermon was preached by the Moderator, Rev J. D. McClintock from [text not given]. 

After sermon the order of the day was taken up—the election of commissioners to the Gen. Assembly—and Rev J. C. Carothers and Elder R. F. Houston were elected principal commissioners, and Rev J. W. Moseley and Elder J. F. Harry their alternates, to attend the next Gen. Assembly to meet in May next in Knoxville, Tenn.

The discussion of the report of the Committee on Bills & Overtures was resumed and the report was adopted, and is as follows.

Overture to the Presbytery of Tombeckbee, viz.: Is it consistent with Christian duty for a member of the Church to engage in the manufacture or sale of spirituous liquors, in either large or small quantities as a beverage? Answer—This Presbytery has uniformly con​demned in whole as well as in part, all such pursuits & practices, the tendency of which is evil in all their bearings upon the Church & the world. Inasmuch, therefore, as the pro​fessed Christian claims to have come out from the world—to have renounced its [inde​cipherable word] practices—and inasmuch as the manufacture & sale of spirituous liquors as a beverage by one making such a profession, is such a departure from the du​ties which he owes to the Church & the world, & such a violation of his obligation to Christ as to lay him liable to the discipline of the Church, your committee recommends that the overture be answered in the negative.








O. H. P. Smyth, A. H. Barkley,








S. J. Love, J. F. Harry,








C. Bardwell, Committee.
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The Treasurer of Presbytery presented his report which was received & approved, and is as follows:

Commissioner’s Fund per last report


$13.95

Received of R. F. Houston on Synodical Tax

  19.00

Lawrence, Bethel & Centre Point, S. Tax

    2.50

Commissioners’ Fund at present meeting

  80.00

Presbyterial Tax



  
  12.50  =  $127.95

Disbursements

Paid Treasurer of Synod



$20.00

Paid Stated Clerk’s Salary



  12.50

Paid to Commissioner




  94.95  =  $127.45

Balance on hand




  $5.04







A. H. Barkley, Treasurer.

Rev A. H. Barkley was granted leave of absence from the remaining sessions of Presby​tery.

Presbytery adjourned till 8 ½ o’clock Saturday morning.









Closed with prayer.








Saturday morning, April 13th







8 ½ o’clock

Presbytery convened & was opened with prayer. Half an hour was spent in devotional ex​ercises, after which Presbytery resumed business. The minutes of yesterday were read and approved. The order of the day—the hearing of reports from Standing Committees—was suspended for 10 minutes.

L. B. Brown, an Elder of the Enterprise Church being present, but not having been ap​pointed by the Session of that Church as a delegate to Presbytery—in the absence of any appointment by the Session & yet having satisfactory information that the Session desires him to represent the Church in Presbytery—it was ordered that his name be en​rolled. This action of Presbytery, however, is not to be regarded as a precedent in [the] future.
The Stated Clerk was ordered to complete at his leisure the Statistical Report & forward it to the General Assembly.

The order of the day was taken up, & reports received from the Standing Committees.
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The chairman of Committee on Education reported, that the interest & liberality shown by the Churches in this cause, with few honorable exceptions, have not been commen​surate with its importance & necessities. This statement is verified by the following ex​hibit:
1877

Oct 20

Total amt. received at Presbytery from Good Hope Ch
$29.05

Nov 2






   Knox 

  10.00








   Wahalak

    2.75

1878

Feb






   Friendship

    2.00








   Houston

    2.00








   Buena Vista

    3.00

April 11





   Carolina

    1.00








   DeKalb

    5.70








   Garlandsville
    2.60








   Good Hope

    1.75








   Knox


    5.00








   Hamilton

    3.00








   Wahalak

    5.00








   Bethel

    1.00








   Crawfordville
    3.00








   Columbus

  12.50







   Total


$89.35

Special sums contributed by individuals to pay 


the board of Presbytery’s Candidate:



Total amt. received from L. B. Bradford of Columbus
$16.00






     A. G. Smith of Jones Co.

    8.00






     A. N. Smith


    8.00






     Rev H. C. Smith


    8.00






     Archie Smith


    8.00










$48.00

1878, April 12th
Total amt Received To Date


          $137.35

Per Contra

1877, Oct.

By amt. sent W. G. Woodbridge


$25.00

1877, Dec.

By amt. sent W. G. Woodbridge


  50.00

1878, Feb.

By amt. sent W. G. Woodbridge


  25.00









          $100.00




Debit of Presbytery as per last report


  97.20










= $197.20

1878, April 12th
Debit of Presbytery to date



$53.85
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The foregoing exhibit shows that Presbytery is far from providing an adequate support for its candidate. Still he has been kept at the seminary, and has pursued his studies with commendable zeal & with a good degree of success. But unless more interest & liberality are shown by the churches in this cause, it will be impossible to continue our candidate at the seminary during another term. We submit the facts that they make their own appeal.







Respectfully submitted,








Joseph Bardwell, Chairman.

Sustentation

The corresponding member of the Assembly’s Committee of Sustentation submits to Pres​​by​tery the following report: Exhibit—




Total balance on hand as per last report

$26.54

1878
Jan’y.

Total amt received from Meridian Church

  21.85


Feb.




    Friendship


    2.50







    Houston


    2.00


April




    Good Hope


    5.00







    Philadelphus

    3.75







    DeKalb


    5.00







    Buena Vista


    3.00







    Wahalak


    5.00







    Bethel


    1.00










  75.64

Per Contra

1878, March 22nd
By amt. sent Dr R. McIlwaine


  51.35

April 12th 1878
Total balance on hand




$24.39

It will thus be seen that during the entire fiscal year just closed, all the churches of Pres​bytery, so far as reported to your corresponding member of the Assembly’s Committee have contributed the meager sum of $74.10, while the Assembly’s Committee has appro​p​riated, during this past year, to the churches of this Presbytery $250.00. These things ought not so to be. With what show of reason can we ask the Assembly’s Committee to re​new these appropriations, when,
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as a Presbytery, we are doing so little to help ourselves, and much less to aid others?







Respectfully submitted,







Joseph Bardwell, Corresponding Member,







  Assembly’s Committee on Sustentation

Invalid Fund




Total amt. in hand as per last report


$14.75

1878, Feb.

Total amt. received from Houston Church

    2.00







     Friendship


      .50

April 11th 




     Good Hope


      .50










$17.75

Per Contra

March 22

By amt. sent Dr R. McIlwaine


$17.25

April 12th 1878
Total cash on hand to date



      .50

Evangelistic Fund

1878, Feb.

Total amt. received from Friendship Church

  $2.00







Houston


    2.00







Buena Vista


    5.00










  $9.00

Colored Evangelistic Fund




Total amt. contributed by Meridian Ch.

  $7.20

Per Contra

1878, March 22nd
By amt. sent Dr R. McIlwaine


  $7.20








Joseph Bardwell, Cor. Mem. &c.
The foregoing reports of the Chairman of Education and the corresponding member of the Assembly’s Committee of Sustentation were approved, and the several causes repre​sented earnestly commended to the attention of all the churches.
On motion by Rev. O. H. P. Smyth, it was unanimously Resolved, That the whole work of Sustentation and Evangelization in the bounds of Presbytery be committed to Rev. J. Bardwell, J. D. McClintock & Elder R. F. Houston, to devise & carry into effect such measures as may be most effectual in the furtherance of these causes in our bounds.
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On motion of J. A. Minniece the following assessment was made on the churches to meet the pressing wants in connection with the cause of Education, Provided, That the sums paid by any churches at this Presbytery shall be credited to them on this assessment.
Assessment.

Aberdeen
$10.00



Meridian

$10.00

Beersheba
    2.00



Montrose

    5.00

Bethel

    5.00



Mt Zion

    3.00

pd.

Bethsalem
  10.00

pd.

Macon


    7.50

Buena Vista
    3.00



Newton

    3.00

Carolina
    5.00



Oak Grove

    5.00

Columbus
  25.00
      pd 9.10

Okolona

  10.00

Crawfordville
    5.00



Pendleton

    3.00

Centre Point
    5.00



Perkinsville

    3.00

DeKalb
    5.00



Pleasant Springs
    2.00

Friendship
  10.00



Philadelphus

    5.00

Garlandsville
    5.00



Pisgah


    5.00

Good Hope
    5.00



Shiloh


    3.00

Enterprise
    5.50



Smyrna

    3.00

Hamilton
    3.00



Starkville

    7.50

Houston
    5.00



Toomsuba

    3.00

Knox

    5.00



Unity


    5.00
Lawrence
    3.00



Wahalak

    5.00

Lebanon
    5.00



West Point

    3.00
Louisville
    3.00



Total

          $211.00







Presbytery took recess till 2 ½ o’clock p.m.








2 ½ o’clock p.m.

Presbytery convened, and the order of the day for 10 a.m. having been suspended to com​plete the Reports of Education & Sustentation, was now taken up & Presbytery held the Presbyterial Conference. An essay of much interest was read by Dr M. H. Watkins of New​ton on the subject of “The Most Effective Manner of Conducting Family, Social & Public Worship,” after which the roll was called & members expressed their views on the subject.
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After the conference the Committee on Colportage reported through the chairman Rev. S. J. Bingham, as follows: Your committee would call the attention of Presbytery to the fact that we embrace a large extent of territory, about 250 miles in length & 40 miles in width—have on our roll [blank] churches & 14 ministers, only 11 of whom are able to do effective ministerial & pastoral work. We have a large number of vacant churches, & many of those supplied have preaching only once or twice a month. As good and sound religious literature, in the form of books, tracts and newspapers, has been [illegible word] of God & the reading of the same has been blessed to the salvation of many precious souls, and as this literature can be carried to the homes of our people & made to supply, in some measure, the absence of the preached word by the living minister by preaching in a silent, but, on that account, not ineffective way to the conscience of the reader, and as it is a great means of imparting information & stimulative to practical duty [among] the mem​bers of the Church, we do most heartily recommend that colporteurs be employed [as] soon as the way be clear, to visit parts of our Presbytery for the purpose of dis​sem​i​nating the books of our Church. And, in response to the statements made by Rev D. L. Mitchell, agent of our Synodical Depository in New Orleans, we would call the attention of our churches & congregations to the fact that we have a Depository of our books in New Orleans, No. 27, Camp Street, where they can be supplied with libraries for families or churches, or Sabbath schools, and we would that our churches & people, when making purchases of books, to order them from our Depository. We are also gratified to hear of the encouragement that is being given to the Depository and the measure
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of success which it is now attaining; and we do cordially commend to our churches and congregations the South-Western Presbyterian, the organ of our Synod which is pub​lished in New Orleans, No. 27 Camp Street, as a valuable family newspaper.






S. J. Bingham, J. W. Moseley, Committee

The report was discussed and unanimously adopted.

The Committee on Devotional Exercises reported appointments for preaching on the Sab​bath, in the Presbyterian, Methodist & Baptist Churches.

The records of Session of the Meridian Church were approved, with the exception that there was one meeting of the Session in which the record fails to show that a Moderator was present. 

The Committee on the Narrative of the State of Religion reported and their report was adopted & ordered to be forwarded to the Gen. Assembly. It is as follows:

“In looking over the whole field, in the light coming from the reports of the Sessions of the various Churches, this Presbytery would report, as recommended by the Gen. Assem​bly, on the following topics, viz.:
1st. The gospel is preached to a multitude of people with great faithfulness & zeal on the part of the ministry. The abundant seed now sown, we humbly trust, will, by the blessings of the great Head of the Church, in due time, bring forth a welcome harvest to the glory of God in the salvation of souls. The ministers of this Presbytery, we may say without undue boasting, are self-sacrificing, industrious, & unflinchingly devoted to the preach​ing of the “glorious gospel of the blessed God.” Of the Elders it may be said as a rule, they manifest a spirit kindred to that of the Minister, seem ready to engage in and
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advance every good work. In reference to the Deacons in many of our churches, we would say, that their zeal & efficiency, in many cases, is hampered & embarrassed for want of sufficient instruction, rather than from any indisposition to work up manfully to that high standard which is commensurate with their knowledge & ability.

2nd. The attendance of our people on public worship is generally good.

3rd. We are called to mourn the absence of special and powerful outpourings of the Holy Spirit among our churches. God has visited us here & there with precious droppings of mercy; but, in sackcloth & ashes, we would pray the Holy Ghost to come speedily & bap​tize us with a Pentecostal shower.

4th. There is not such shocking intemperance among us as has been—The whiskey laws have contributed much in diminishing the evil; but it say to say, there are church mem​bers guilty of habitual drinking and some engage in its unwarrantable sale. On account of the poverty of our people the temptation to dancing & other fashionable amusements of the world, is greatly diminished, and in many cases, we hope a disinclination to these things has been awakened by the purifying agency of the gospel.

5th. Family religion is attracting more attention and commanding a more general observ​ance among the membership of our churches; but there is still room for a great advance in this direction of Christian duty & privilege.

6th. The Catechism is taught in all the Sabbath schools of our churches, so far as reported to Presbytery; but, we fear, too much neglected in the families.

7th. The observance of the Sabbath. The regular administration of the ordinances of the gospel binds the Sabbath to the hearts of God’s people. A gracious outpouring of the Spirit would sanctify yet more the holy day and make it eminently a day of holy delight. The reports, however, from the
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Churches on this subject, are generally favorable.
8th. Fidelity in worshiping God with our substance. The amount of money given by our people annually indicates that the grace of giving is in some measure cultivated among our churches. If it be asked, Do your people give as much as they ought? We embar​ras​singly answer, No. But more grace, better training of our children & churches & more love to the Pastor, will bring the future church much more nearly to the high standard of God’s word in this sphere of Christian activity.

9th. Supply of churches with the preached word. We have a large territory more than 200 miles long by 40 or 50 miles broad, embracing 43 churches and only eleven ministers act​u​ally at work in this vast field—a number wholly inadequate to meet the great spiritual exigencies of our people. We are already in arrears for Evangelistic work, and with this [illegible word] of debt pressing upon us, are unable to sustain an Evangelist to labor in our bounds.
10th. Religious instruction of the colored people. Preaching to this class of our people seems to have almost entirely passed out of our hands, and little or no effort is being made on our part to bring them back under our influence. Their religious instruction is mainly committed to preachers of their own color—Methodists & Baptists—for we have no colored preachers of our church in our bounds. The instruction they receive from these men of their own color, is exceedingly limited, and in many instances seriously detri​men​tal to the cause of virtue & religion. How we are to reach this class of our popu​lation, so as to bring them under the influence of the pure gospel, is a problem we have not yet been able to solve.








Respectfully submitted,






     J. W. Moseley, J. N. Carothers, Scott Thompson,








         Committee.
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The same committee had referred to them a communication from the only surviving El​der of the West Point Church and submitted the following report thereon which was adopted, viz.:

In responding to this communication from the elder of the West Point Church your com​mittee recommend that Presbytery appoint a commission consisting of two ministers & two elders to visit West Point Church at such time as they may elect & hold a meeting of several days & perform such duties as the wants of the church may seem to indicate with a view of reorganizing more fully such church & putting it in working order. And further, that permission be granted to said Church to employ any minister of this Presbytery, or any approved minister of another Presbytery whose services they may be able to secure till the next stated meeting of Presbytery; and that the matter of aid from the Sustentation Committee be referred to our corresponding member of the Assembly’s Committee on Sustentation.








Respectfully submitted,






     J. W. Moseley, J. N. Carothers, Scott Thompson,








         Committee.

The following members of Presbytery were appointed to constitute the commission pro​vided for in the foregoing report: Rev. Joseph Bardwell, Rev. A. H. Barkley and Elders Jno A. Minniece and Dr J. M. Henson.


Rev. S. J. Bingham, having moved within the bounds of the New Orleans Presbytery, asked for a letter of dismission from this Presbytery to join that body. The request was granted & the Stated Clerk ordered to issue the letter of dismission to Bro. Bingham, with expression of fraternal regard & our sincere sorrow in parting with him as a beloved co-presbyter with whom we have often taken sweet counsel in our Presbyterial meetings.

[306]

The report of the Committee on Standing Rules was presented by the chairman and the report unanimously adopted, and is as follows:
Standing Rules

Rule 1st. Every Church Session, at each spring meeting of Presbytery shall present its records, accompanied with a separate Statistical Report.

2nd. Any church wishing to employ a stated supply, shall make application in writing to the Presbytery, stating the compensation offered, and then report thereon to Presbytery annually.
3rd. Ministers belonging to another Presbytery, and laboring within our bounds more than six months, without permission, shall be considered as acting disorderly; and application for the services of a minister of another Presbytery must be renewed semi-annually.

4th. At each stated meeting of Presbytery a Presbyterial Sermon shall be preached, on some doctrinal subject by some minister of Presbytery previously appointed thereto by Presbytery. Also at each stated meeting, there shall be a Presbyterial Conference on some previously selected practical subject—which conference shall be opened by a written es​say, by someone appointed thereto at a previous meeting.
5th. The Treasurer of Presbytery shall report at every stated meeting funds held subject to the order of Presbytery, and pay over all sums collected for specific objects to the proper person, taking receipts as his vouchers.

6th. It is enjoined on all the churches to take collections at least once a year, for each of the beneficent objects connected with the work of the Church, and to report thereon to Presbytery at each Spring meeting.

7th. Every Church Session shall present to Presbytery, at each Spring meeting a written report from the Deacons of the Church (where there are such, 
[307]

& where there are none, from the Session itself) of the fidelity of the church in meeting its financial obligation to its Minister or Pastor.
8th. Every Church Session shall send to each stated meeting of Presbytery a written nar​rative of the State of Religion in its Church, embracing in the narrative a specific re​port on the following topics—(a) Attendance on social & public worship; (b) Family re​ligion; (c) Observance of the Sabbath; (d) Catechetical instruction in families & Sab​bath schools; (e) Sabbath schools; (f) Systematic beneficence; (g) Religious instruction of the colored people.

10th. Every member of Presbytery shall, at each stated meeting, contribute 50 cents to constitute a contingent Presbyterial fund, and at each stated fall meeting, every Church Session is required to contribute 50 cents for each member of the Session to constitute a contingent Synodical fund, to be paid by the Treasurer of Presbytery to the Treasurer of Synod.
11th. The Stated Clerk shall receive annually for his services $25, one-half of it to be paid at each stated meeting of Presbytery.

12th. The first half hour of each day, during the sessions of Presbytery, shall be spent in devotional exercises, to be conducted by such persons as the Moderator may designate.

13th. The stated meetings of presbytery shall be on the Thursday before the first full moon in April and October, commencing at 11 o’clock a.m.

14th. It shall be the duty of the Stated Clerk to prepare & cause to be published, in some suitable paper, abstracts of the minutes of each stated meeting of Presbytery, as soon after its adjournment as practicable.

[308]

15th. These Standing Rules shall be read at the opening of every stated meeting of Presby​tery.







Respectfully submitted,




                                  J. Bardwell, A. H. Barkley, Jno. A. Minniece,







                      Committee.

By a unanimous vote Columbus was selected as the place for the next stated meeting of Presbytery.




         Presbytery then took recess till after public worship tonight.

After public worship, Presbytery resumed business.

Rev. J. Bardwell called the attention of Presbytery to the action of last Synod in response to an appeal from the secretary of the Board of Directors of the Theo. Seminary at Columbia, S. C., assuming on the part of Synod the obligation to raise during the year $500 for the benefit of that institution, and apportioning that sum among the several Presbyteries. The sum of $75 was apportioned to this Presbytery and Rev J. Bardwell appointed to collect & forward the same to the Treasurer of the Board of Directors of the Seminary. On motion it was ordered by Presbytery that Rev J. Bardwell be authorized to make an equitable apportionment of the sum ($75) among the several churches of this Presbytery, and notify them of it, urging a prompt payment of the same.

Bethel Church was granted permission to employ Rev S. J. Love, ¼ of his time at a salary of $240 per annum.

The corresponding member of the Assembly’s Committee of Publication presented the following report which was approved: That since the last meeting of Presbytery he has received for the Publication, the following sums:



From the Houston Church

$4.00




   Bethel


  1.00




   Meridian 


  5.00



   Total


          $10.00

[309]

As this branch of the Church’s work is now being efficiently managed & promises to do good service in supplying valuable & useful information to our churches & people, we do most cordially commend this cause to the sympathy, the prayers & support of all our churches.







S. J. Bingham,







Cor. Mem. Of Assembly’s Comm.

Rev S. J. Bingham tendered his resignation [as] corresponding member of Assembly’s Comm. of Publication which was accepted, and Rev J. D. McClintock was chosen in​stead.

The chairman of the Committee on Sabbath schools presented the following report which was adopted and ordered to be forwarded to the next Gen. Assembly.

Your committee on Sabbath schools would report that there have been placed in his hands specific reports from only nine of our Sabbath schools, viz.: Meridian, Garlands​ville, Columbus, Friendship, Houston, Starkville, Aberdeen, Enterprise, & Good Hope Churches. These schools aggregate 66 teachers & 431 scholars. They are most of them under the immediate control of the Session of the Church. They use our catechisms and the literature of our Church. Bible classes are taught in most of them, and the Confession of Faith & the Larger Catechism used by a few. In some of these schools mention is made of pastoral visitation & preaching to the children. Only a few schools report contributions made to objects outside of their own immediate wants. 

We subjoin the following Statis​tical Report:



  Teachers
          Pupils
         Additions to Ch      Money Contributed


      Enrollment   Ave. Atten.  Enrollment   Ave. Atten.


    To School     To Benev. Obj.
Meridian
19
  9
      80            65
         2

      $67
$25
      

Garlandsville     4

      12


         2


                5
Columbus        15

      92
          60                                                            56.20
Friendship
  4                          30
Good Hope        4          3              24            15                                        $1.50
Starkville           7          5              55            35                                          3.00             3.50
Houston             3                          20            12                                          5.00
                         39                        313                                  4                  $76.50          90.00
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Enterprise
  7                           75            50
                                30      
Aberdeen
10

       43                                                           4.20

                        17                         118                                                       $34.20                 

Brought fwd.   39                         313                                  4                   $76.50          90.00

Teachers          66          Pupils     431                        Add.  4                 $110.70        $90.00

The salvation of infants, or “Infant Salvation,” was chosen as the subject for the next Pres​by​terial Sermon, and Rev J. Bardwell appointed to preach it with Rev S. J. Love as his al​ter​nate. The subject chosen for next Presbyterial Conference was “Lay Evangelism,” and Judge J. A. Orr was appointed essayist with Jno A. Minniece as his alternate.

A vote of thanks was passed to the citizens of Meridian for their hospitality & the Meth​odist, Baptist & Cumberland Presbyterian Churches for the use of their houses of wor​ship on Sabbath, and to the Vicksburg & Meridian R.R. for favors extended to mem​bers of Pres​bytery traveling over that Road.
The minutes of today’s sessions were read & approved. Presbytery then adjourned (at 10 o’clock Saturday night) to meet in the Presbyterian Church in Columbus, Miss. at 11 o’clock a.m. on the Thursday before the first full moon in October next. Closed with sing​ing, prayer & the apostolic benediction.








J. D. McClintock, Moderator.








H. G. McFarland, Clerk pro tem.

Attest:

Joseph Bardwell, Stated Clerk.
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Pro Re Nata Meeting








Enterprise, Miss,








June 12, 1878, 10 o’clock a.m.

Pursuant to call of the Moderator, issued in due form (Chapter X, Sec. X, Form of Govern​ment), Presbytery met in the Presbyterian Church, and was constituted with prayer.

The roll was called and the following members were present: Revs J. D. McClintock and Joseph Bardwell and Ruling Elders R. F. Houston from the Meridian Church & L. B. Brown from the Enterprise Church. A quorum not being present, Presbytery took recess till the call of the Moderator.

After public worship at 11 o’clock a.m., Presbytery convened at the call of the Moderator, when Rev. J. W. Moseley appeared, making a quorum and Presbytery proceeded to the busi​ness announced in the call, viz.: the examination of Mr W. G. Woodbridge, a candidate under the care of Presbytery, with a view to his licensure if the way be clear, and also grant​ing permission to the Enterprise Church to employ his services, if licensed, till the next regular meeting of Presbytery.



           Pending the examination, Presbytery took recess till 3 o’clock p.m.








3 o’clock p.m.

Presbytery convened and proceeded to the examination of Mr. W. G. Woodbridge. The candidate was examined on the arts & sciences; on his knowledge of the Latin & Greek languages; in the Hebrew language; on theology, natural and revealed, and on ecclesiastical history, the sacraments, & church government. These several parts of trial were unani​mously sustained as satisfactory. The candidate presented a Latin Exegesis and a Critical Ex​ercise, on subjects assigned to him by Presbytery, which were approved. A Popular Ser​mon and Lecture were then read before the Presbytery by the candidate, or as much thereof as was deemed satisfactory & both approved.
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On motion the examination and several parts of trial, as a whole, were unanimously sus​tained and Presbytery proceeded to license W. G. Woodbridge as a probationer for the gos​pel ministry. The Moderator propounded the constitutional questions to the candidate which were answered in the affirmative. The Moderator then offered a suitable prayer, after which he addressed to the candidate the following words: “In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ & by that authority which He hath given to the Church for its edification, we do license you to preach the gospel, wherever God in His providence may call you, and for the this purpose may the blessing of God rest upon you and the Spirit of Christ fill your heart. Amen.”
The following record was then ordered to be made: At Enterprise, Miss., on the 12th day of June 1878, the Presbytery of Tombeckbee, having received testimonials in favor of W. G. Wood​bridge of his having gone through a regular course of literature, of his good moral character, and of his being in the communion of the Church, proceeded to take the usual parts of trial for his licensure, and he having given satisfaction as to his accomplishments in literature, as to his experimental acquaintance with religion, and to his proficiency in divin​ity and other studies, the Presbytery did and hereby do, express their approbation of all these parts of trial, and he having accepted the Confession of Faith of this Church & satis​fac​torily answered the questions proposed to be put to candidates to be licensed, the Pres​bytery did, and hereby do license, the said W. G. Woodbridge to preach the Gospel of Christ as a probationer for the holy ministry within the bounds of this Presbytery or wher​ever else he shall be orderly called.
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Permission was asked by, and granted to, the Enterprise Church to employ the services of Mr W. G. Woodbridge till next stated meeting of Presbytery at a salary of $35 per month or more.
The minutes were read & approved. Presbytery then adjourned with prayer & the apostolic benediction, to meet in Columbus on Thursday before the first full moon in October next at 11 o’clock a.m.







Signed: J. D. McClintock, Moderator

Attest:

Joseph Bardwell Stated Clerk.

The foregoing minutes of Presbytery from page 282 have been faithfully transcribed into Vol. IX of Presbytery Records, which see—Sept. 16, 1879.

Attest: 

Joseph Bardwell, Stated Clerk.
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Adjourned Meeting at Baton Rouge








Friday, November 23, 1877

Pursuant to order made at the last regular meeting, Presbytery convened at the call of the Stated Clerk (the last Moderator present), during the session of Synod, and was con​sti​tu​ted with prayer. Present-Ministers: J. Bardwell, S. J. Bingham, J. D. McClintock, J. W. Moseley and Elder T. B. Bradford from the Columbus Church.

The joint request of Rev S. J. Bingham and the Enterprise Church presented at the last regular meeting of Presbytery was considered and the following action taken, viz.: Re​sol​ved, That the joint request from Rev S. J. Bingham and the Enterprise Church for the dis​solution of the pastoral relation existing between them be granted, and that the Rev J. W. Moseley be directed to preach in the church on the 3rd Sabbath of December & declare the pulpit vacant and also to notify the congregation that the action of Presbytery dis​sol​ving the pastoral relation was taken, with the distinct understanding, based upon in​for​ma​tion received from the church, that satisfactory arrangements would soon be made by the church with the pastor for the payment of arrearages due on his salary. 

Information having been received that the Oak Grove Church had sent up an overture to Synod asking that the necessary steps be taken to have that church transferred from this Presbytery to the Presbytery of Chickasaw, and earnestly desiring the concurrence of this Presbytery in said action of the church, the following action was taken:

Whereas the Oak Grove Church feels aggrieved at the action of this Presbytery at the Fall meeting at Scooba in 1876, and seems restive under its present presbyterial re​lations, Therefore in order to promote harmony & good feeling, and to assure the church of the good will of Presbytery towards it, Resolved, That Presbytery hereby ex​press its readi​ness to cheerfully acquiesce in what​​​ever may be the judgment of Synod with respect to the overture from the Church 
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of Oak Grove and will throw no obstacle in the way of granting the same; at the same time the same reasons exist in its judgment, which de​ter​mined its action in 1876. (See Vol. VIII, p. 223.)

The minutes of the present meeting were read & approved. Presbytery then adjourned to meet in Meridian on Thurs​day before the first full moon in April 1878. Closed with prayer.








          Joseph Bardwell, Moderator.

Attest: Joseph Bardwell, Stated Clerk.
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Meridian, Miss., April 11th 1878








Thursday, 11 o’clock a.m.

Presbytery met pursuant to adjournment and was opened with a sermon by the Moder​ator, Rev O. H. P. Smyth from Gal. 6:19, “And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.” After sermon Presbytery was constituted with prayer. 

The roll was called and the following members found to be present:

Ministers

Ruling Elders

J. N. Carothers

C. Bardwell

         from

Starkville Church

J. C. Carothers

Dr J. M. Henson



Aberdeen

A. H. Barkley

R. F. Houston




Meridian

J. Bardwell

J. F. Harry




Garlandsville

S. J. Bingham

W. A. Love




Bethel

S. J. Love

H. G. McFarland



Lawrence

J. D. McClintock
Jno A. Minniece



Wahalak

J. W. Moseley

W. R. Morrow




Carolina

H. C. Smith

J. C. Smith




DeKalb

O. H. P. Smyth
J. F. Smith




Good Hope




Scott Thompson



Crawfordville




S. M. Adams




Newton

Rev J. D. McClintock was elected Moderator and Elder H. G. McFarland, Temporary Clerk.

The minutes of the last stated & adjourned meetings of Presbytery were read, and also the Standing Rules.

On motion of Rev A. H. Barkley the following order of business was adopted for Friday

1st Order of the Day. Hearing of Narratives on the State of Religion from the several churches.

2nd Order. Hearing reports from Standing Committees.

3rd Order (afternoon). To hear report from Committee on the Revised Book of Church Order.

Fourth Order. The election of commissioners to the General Assembly.






Presbytery then took recess till 3 o’clock p.m.
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3 o’clock p.m.

Presbytery convened & resumed business. Moderator announced the following commit​tees:

Bills & Overtures—O.H. P. Smyth, A. H. Barkley, S. J. Love, J. F. Harry and C. Bard​well.

Judicial Comm.—J. C. Carothers, H. C. Smith & J. A. Minniece.

On Minutes of Gen. Assembly—A. H. Barkley & Dr J. M. Henson.

On Sabbath Schools—S. J. Bingham & S. M. Adams.

On Narrative—J. W, Moseley, J. N. Carothers & Scott Thompson.

On Devotional Exercises—Jos. Bardwell & R. F. Houston.

Committees on Sessional Records:

Rev S. J. Love & J. C. Smith. On records of Aberdeen, Okolona, Friendship, Oak Grove, Buena Vista, Houston & Hamilton Churches.

Rev J. C. Carothers & J. F. Smith. On records of Columbus, Unity, Beersheba, West Point, Bethel & Crawfordville Churches.

Rev J. W. Moseley & W. A. Love. On records of Starkville, Macon, Centre Point, Per​kinsville, Louisville, Lebanon & Bethsalem Churches.

Rev A. H. Barkley & C. Bardwell. On records of Knox, DeKalb, Wahalak, Lauderdale, Meridian, Shiloh, Smyrna & Mt Zion Churches.

Rev H. C. Smith & R. F. Houston. On records of Carolina, Newton, Lawrence, Gar​landsville, Enterprise, & Toomsuba Churches.

Rev O. H. P. Smyth & J. A. Minniece. On records of Good Hope, Pisgah, Pendleton, Phil​​adelphus, Montrose, Paulding, Enon & Salem Churches.

The names of absentees from former meetings of Presbytery were called and the follow​ing members gave reasons which were sustained as satisfactory, viz.: J. N. Carothers and S. J. Love. Rev. J. C. Carothers was excused for non-attendance at last stated & the ad​journed meeting.

A letter was received from Rev A. N. Cunningham, D.D., assigning reasons for absence from former & present stated meetings of Presbytery, which were sustained. 
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A letter from Rev S. R. Frierson assigning reasons for absence from like meetings which were sustained and a request, in view of protracted ill-health, to be relieved from the duties of corresponding member of Assembly’s Committee on Foreign Missions. The re​quest was granted, and Rev J. C. Carothers appointed Corresponding Member in his stead.

Ruling Elder Jno A. Minniece, commissioner to last Gen. Assembly, reported his attend​ance upon the sessions of that body in New Orleans, and his fidelity & energy in dis​charge of his duty were commended.

A letter was received from Rev James A. Mecklin assigning reasons for his absence from the present & former meetings of Presbytery, which were sustained.

Oak Grove Church asked permission to employ Rev J. D. West of Chickasaw Presbytery “as stated supply for another year as heretofore.” The request was granted to employ him for six months in accord with standing rule of Presbytery which declares it to be dis​or​derly for a minister belonging to another Presbytery to labor within our bounds for more than six months without permission.

Rev Henry R. Raymond of Tuskaloosa Presbytery was invited to a seat as a correspond​ing member.

Elder Jno A. Minniece appointed at last spring meeting of Presbytery to collect the as​sess​ment made on the churches for paying the debt due to the former Evangelist of Pres​bytery, reported that he had written to nearly all the churches calling their attention to this matter & enjoining them to forward the amt assessed to him at Scooba; but that only one or two churches made any response to this call, and they only in part. He urged that bre​th​ren of Presbytery—Ministers & Elders, decide at once what they intended to do in ref​erence to this matter & act promptly so as to pay off the debt which was crippling the en​er​gies & retarding the usefulness of Presbytery. As a Presbytery we greatly need an Evan​​gelist now, but cannot act in this matter till our debt is paid.
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The assessment made on the churches one year ago at Columbus (see Vol. VIII, p. 244) was restated so as to remind the members of Presbytery of their duty in this matter, & enlist their hearty cooperation in efforts to meet & liquidate this debt. The report was approved & the assessment continued & commended to the earnest attention of members of Presbytery & of all our churches. 

Presbytery adjourned till 8 ½ o’clock tomorrow morning.  Closed with prayer.

Friday, April 12








8 ½ o’clock 

Presbytery met & was opened with prayer. Members present as on yesterday. Half an hour was spent in devotional services, after which Presbytery resumed business. The minutes of yesterday were read & appro​ved.

Judge J. A. Orr, Elder from the Columbus Church and J. R. McLaurin, Elder from Toom​suba Church appeared and their names were enrolled.

Rev J. W. Adkisson and Rev D. L. Mitchell, ministers of the Methodist Episcopal Church South, being present, were invited to sit as corresponding members.

The 1st order of the was taken up & written narratives on the state of religion were read from the following churches, viz.: Aberdeen, Bethel, Carolina, Columbus, Craw​ford​ville, DeKalb, Friendship, Garlandsville, Good Hope, Houston, Buena Vista, Knox, Meri​dian, Philadelphus, Newton & Wahalak Churches. On motion, verbal statements were then made in reference to the state of religion in several other churches.

Rev J. R. Jones, pastor of the Methodist Church, was invited to a seat as a corresponding member of Presbytery.

On motion, the 2nd order of the day, hearing reports from standing committees, 
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was sus​pended and made the order of the day for Saturday morning.

Rev. J. N. Carothers made statements concerning the enfeebled & scattered condition of Bethany Church. On motion, the said Church was dissolved and Rev J. N. Carothers instructed to give certificates of membership to the members thereof, so that they may connect themselves with other churches as they may elect.

Permission was granted to Wahalak Church to employ Rev J. C. Carothers one-fourth of his time for the current year at a salary of two hundred dollars, and after the 1st of July to employ him for more of his time, if arrangements can be made mutually satisfactory.

Permission was granted to Garlandsville Church to employ Rev J. W. Moseley one-fourth of his time during the church year at a salary of one hundred & [fifty?] seven & 50/100 dollars & as much more as can be raised.

Buena Vista Church was granted leave to employ Rev J. N. Carothers one-fourth of his time, promising him a salary of [amount is left blank].

Rev S. J. Bingham was appointed a committee of one to prepare & submit to Presbytery at its next stated meeting a suitable memorial of Rev J. H. Thompson (deceased).

Rev D. L. Mitchell, agent of Synodical Depository in New Orleans was invited to address Presbytery, & make such statements concerning the condition & working of the De​pos​i​tory as he might deem of interest. The subjects presented by Mr Mitchell were referred to the Committee on Colportage.

The Committee on Minutes of the General Assembly submitted the following report which was adopted, & the Churches enjoined to observe faithfully the recommendations presented therein, viz.: The Committee on the Minutes of the Assembly would report that the attention of Presbytery is respectfully called to the following items—
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1st. The Assembly enjoins upon all pastors & other supplies their obligation to expound fully to respective congregations the duty & privilege of giving of their substance to the cause of the Church according as God hath prospered them, that the presbyteries include this branch of ministerial duty in their stated conference on the state of religion, that the presbyteries require church sessions to send up written reports in case of ministerial fail​ure to comply with this requisition, with the reasons for such failure—that the Presbytery shall report back to the Assembly whether it has complied with this injunction and that the presbyteries require their stated clerks to furnish each church session with printed blanks for their reports.

2nd. The injunction of the Gen. Assembly upon presbyteries to require pastors & stated supplies at the beginning of each ecclesiastical year to preach on the subject of sending the gospel to the nations yet in darkness—to adopt some plan for augmenting the gifts of God’s people & of making such plan a success.

3rd. The Assembly requests the Presbyteries to report to the Secretary of Education immediately after their meetings, the names of candidates, the places of study, who are to receive aid, & what amounts needed. Also the attention of the churches is asked to the Institution for the Education of Colored Candidates for the Ministry, that a collection be taken up in all the churches for this cause of Education; and that in view of the diminish​ing number of candidates for the ministry the churches are called upon to pray to the Lord of the harvest that He would send more laborers into the vineyard.
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4th. The Assembly exhorts the churches to persevering of faithful efforts to cultivate in their churches an increasing interest in the cause of sustentation.

5th. The injunction of the Assembly upon the Presbyteries to use all judicious efforts to secure more faithful reports from the churches on the subject of Sabbath schools under the regular prescribed form—that the Presbyteries emphasize and encourage the per​formance of the duty of affectionate & diligent training of the children of the Church to understand & contribute regularly & cheerfully to all the benevolent operations of the Church; that in the conduct of the Sabbath schools, no matter what system of lessons may be used, it is earnestly enjoined upon our Church Sessions to see to it that not only the great truths of the gospel about which all evangelical denominations are agreed, but also the distinctive doctrines of the Presbyterian Church are taught.

6th. The Assembly enjoins upon the churches the duty of giving both of their substance & their prayers to the support of the Columbia Theological Seminary.

7th. The Presbyteries are urged to consider the subject of the Institute at Tuscaloosa for the education of a colored ministry, and that the churches aid the same with their prayers & substance.

8th. The Assembly recommends that the following subjects be embodied in the Presby​terial narratives, viz.: (1) Official fidelity on the part of Ministers, Elders & Deacons; (2) Attendance upon the services of the sanctuary; (3) Special outpourings of the Holy Spirit; (4) Prevalence of intemperance, worldly amusements, and other forms of sin; (5) Family worship; (6) Catechetical instruction (7) Observance of the Sabbath; (8) Fidelity of God’s people to worship Him with their substance; (9) Supply of the churches with the minis​tra​tions of the word; [and] (10) The religious instruction of the colored people.
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9th. The Assembly advises the Presbyteries that, in electing commissioners to the Gen. Assembly in the future, they do so with a view to their remaining in session two weeks.








Respectfully submitted,







A. H. Barkley, J. M. Henson, Committee

The records of Bethel, Columbus, Aberdeen, Crawfordville, Friendship, Houston, Knox & Starkville Churches were approved. Those of Good Hope & Buena Vista were appro​ved except that they had not been before Presbytery since 1876, and those of Philadel​phus except that they have not been before Presbytery since 1873, and Unity, since 1874.

Rev H. C. Smith, chairman of the committee appointed at last Presbytery, to organize a colored Church at Pisgah, if the way be clear, reported that he visited the neighborhood for that purpose, but did not find the way clear to organize a Church. The report was approved, and the committee discharged.

On recommendation of the Committee on Devotional Exercises, it was ordered that the Presbyterial Sermon be preached on Friday night and the Presbyterial Conference held on Saturday at 10 o’clock a.m. 






Presbytery took recess till 2 ½ o’clock p.m.








2 ½ o’clock p.m.

Presbytery met, a quorum being present, and resumed business. The order of the day, hearing report from the Committee on the Book of Church Order was suspended to hear the Deacons’ Report on Ministerial Sup​port, whereupon the following churches reported compliance in full with their financial obligation
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to their ministers, viz.: Columbus, Aberdeen, Good Hope, Garlandsville, & Lawrence. The following churches reported compliance in part: Friendship & Buena Vista, & Wah​alak almost in full. No report was received from a large majority of the churches.

The report of the Committee on the Book of Church Order was then read by the chair​man, and, on motion, was unanimously adopted by Presbytery, and is as follows:

The committee appointed at the last stated meeting of Presbytery to examine and report upon The Book of Church Order, would respectfully recommend that the several propo​sitions submitted by the Gen. Assembly to the Presbyteries be at once considered and the judg​ment of this Presbytery ascertained by a separate vote taken upon each distinct prop​osi​tion, by calling the roll and recording the ayes and noes, in the following order—(1). By a separate & distinct vote upon each of the nine propositions sent down by the Gen. Assembly. (2). By a vote upon the adoption of the Book as a whole; and that the result of these several votes be forwarded to the next Gen. Assembly.








Joseph Bardwell, J. D. McClintock,








      A. H. Barkley, Committee.

The vote of Presbytery was then taken upon the several propositions in the order & manner indicated, and resulted as follows: 

Proposition I. Form of Government, Ch. V, Sec IV, Art. II. Ayes: S. J. Bingham, A. H. Barkley, Jos. Bardwell, J. C. Carothers, J. N. Carothers, S. J. Love, J. D. McClintock, H. C. Smith, C. Bardwell, W. A. Love, R. F. Houston, Jno A. Minniece, J. F. Smith, J. C. Smith, Scott Thompson, J. A. Orr—16. Noes: J. W. Moseley, O. H. P. Smyth, S. M. Adams, J. F. Harry, J. M. Henson, W. R. Morrow, J. R. McLaurin—7. H. G. McFarland excused from voting on this proposition.
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Proposition II. Form of Government, Ch. V, Sec IV, Art. V. Ayes: S. J. Bingham, A. H. Barkley, J. Bardwell, J. C. Carothers, J. N. Carothers, S. J. Love, J. W. Moseley, H. C. Smith, C. Bardwell, S. M. Adams, W. A. Love, R. F. Houston, Jno A. Minniece, H. G. McFarland, J. F. Smith, J. C. Smith, J. A. Orr—17. Noes: J. D. McClintock, O. H. P. Smyth, J. F. Harry, J. M. Henson, Scott Thompson, W. R. Morris, J. R. McLaurin—7.

Proposition III. Form of Government, Chap. V, Sec. VII. Ayes: A. H. Barkley, J. C. Carothers, J. N. Carothers, S. J. Love, J. D. McClintock, C. Bardwell, W. A. Love, J. A. Orr—8. Noes: Joseph Bardwell, S. J. Bingham, J. W. Moseley, O. H. P. Smyth, H. C. Smith, S. M. Adams, J. F. Harry, R. F. Houston, Jno A. Minniece, H. G. McFarland, J. M. Henson, J. F. Smith, J. C. Smith, W. R. Morrow, J. R. McLaurin—15.

Proposition IV. Form of Government, Chap. VI, Sec. III, Art. 14. Under this article three forms are submitted. The vote under each form resulted: 

For Form 1st. Joseph Bardwell, J. C. Carothers, S. J. Love, J. D. McClintock, O. H. P. Smyth, H. C. Smith, S. M. Adams, J. F. Harry, W. A. Love, R. F. Houston, Jno A. Minniece, H. G. McFarland, J. M. Henson, J. F. Smith, J. C. Smith, Scott Thompson, W. R. Morrow, J. R. McLaurin, J. A. Orr—19.

For 2nd Form. C. Bardwell—1. 

For 3rd Form. A. H. Barkley, S. J. Bingham, J. N. Carothers, J. W. Moseley—4.

Proposition V. Book of Discipline, Ch. III, Art. 1 and Ch. I, Art. III & IV of the present Book of Discipline. 
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The vote was taken between the Present Form and the Revised Form. 

For the Present Form: O. H. P. Smyth, J. F. Harry, J. M. Henson, Scott Thompson, W. R. Morrow, J. R. McLaurin, J. M. Henson, Scott Thompson, W. R. Morrow, J. R. Mc​Laurin—6. 

For the Revised Form: S. J. Bingham, A. H. Barkley, J. Bardwell, J. C. Carothers, J. N. Carothers, S. J. Love, J. D. McClintock, J. W. Moseley, H. C. Smith, S. M. Adams, C. Bardwell, W. A. Love, R. F. Houston Jno A. Minniece, H. G. McFarland, J. F. Smith, J. C. Smith, J. A. Orr—18.

Propositions VI, VII, VIII. Book of Discipline, Chapter XII, Art. I, II, and III. The vote was taken separately on each of these articles or propositions:

On Article I, Ayes: S. J. Bingham, A. H. Barkley, Joseph Bardwell, J. C. Carothers, J. N. Carothers, S. J. Love, J. D. McClintock, J. W. Moseley, O. H. P. Smyth, H. C. Smith, S. M. Adams, C. Bardwell, J. F. Harry, R. F. Houston, W. A. Love, H. G. McFarland, Jno A. Minniece, J. F. Smith, J. C. Smith, Scott Thompson, J. R. McLaurin—22. Noes: J. M. Henson and W. R. Morrow—2.

Art. II, Ayes: A. H. Barkley, J. Bardwell, S. J. Bingham, J. C. Carothers, J. N. Carothers, S. J. Love, J. D. McClintock, J. W. Moseley, H. C. Smith, S. M. Adams, C. Bardwell, J. F Harry, R. F. Houston, W. A. Love, 
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Jno A. Minniece, H. G. McFarland, J. M. Henson, J. F. Smith, J. C. Smith, Scott Thompson, W. R. Morrow, J. R. McLaurin & J. A. Orr—23. Noes: O. H. P. Smyth—1.

On Art. III, Ayes: A. H. Barkley, J. Bardwell, S. J. Bingham, J. C. Carothers, J. N. Carothers, S. J. Love, J. D. McClintock, H. C. Smith, S. M. Adams, C. Bardwell, J. F. Harry, R. F. Houston, W. A. Love, Jno A. Minniece, H. G. McFarland, J. M. Henson, J. F. Smith, J. C. Smith, Scott Thompson, W. R. Morrow, J. R. McLaurin, J. A. Orr—22. Noes: J. W. Moseley, O. H. P. Smyth—2.

Proposition IX.  Revised Discipline, Chapter VIII, Art X. Ayes: A. H. Barkley, J. Bard​well, S. J. Bingham, J. C. Carothers, J. N. Carothers, S. J. Love, J. D. McClintock, H. C. Smith, S. M. Adams, C. Bardwell, J. F. Harry, R. F. Houston, Jno A. Minniece, W. A. Love, J. F. Smith, J. C. Smith, Scott Thompson, J. R. McLaurin, J. A. Orr—19. Noes: J. W. Moseley, O. H. P. Smyth, H. G. McFarland, J. M. Henson, W. R. Morrow—5.

The vote was taken on the Adoption of the Book as a Whole. Ayes: A. H. Barkley, Joseph Bardwell, S. J. Bingham, J. C. Carothers, J. N. Carothers, S. J. Love, J. D. McClintock, J. W. Moseley, H. C. Smith, S. M. Adams, Cecil Bardwell, J. F. Harry, R. F. Houston, J. G. McFarland, J. A. Orr, J. F. Smith, J. C. Smith, Scott Thompson, W. A. Love—19. Noes: O. H. P. Smyth, Jno A. Minniece, J. M. Henson, W. R. Morrow, J. R. McLaurin—5.

On motion, the 2nd order for this afternoon, viz.: the election of commissioners to the Gen. Assembly was postponed & made the 1st order after the preaching of the Presby​terial Sermon tonight.

The Committee on Bills & Overtures reported that the following overture had been placed in their hands—“Overture to the Presbytery of Tombeckbee, viz.: Is it consistent with Christian duty for a member of the Church to engage in the manufacture, or sale of spirituous liquor, in either large or small quantities, as a beverage?” Answer. “This Pres​bytery has uniformly condemned in whole as well as in part, all such pursuits & prac​tices, the tendency of which is evil in all their bearings upon the Church and the world. Inasmuch, therefore, as the professed Christian claims to have come out from the world, to have
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renounced its sinful practices; and inasmuch, as the manufacture and sale of spirituous liquors as a beverage by one making such a profession, is such a departure from the duties which he owes to the Church & the world, and such a violation of his obligations to Christ as to lay him liable to the discipline of the Church, your committee recommend that the Overture be answered in the negative.”







O. H. P. Smyth, A. H. Barkley, S. J. Love






           and J. F. Harry & C. Bardwell, Committee.

On motion to adopt the report, the further consideration was postponed & made the 2nd order after the Presbyterial Sermon tonight.






Presbytery then took recess till 8 o’clock tonight.








8 o’clock p.m.

Presbytery convened and the Presbyterial Sermon was preached by the Moderator, Rev J. D. McClintock. 

After sermon the 1st order of the day was taken up—the election of commissioners to the Gen. Assembly—and the following commissioners were elected, viz.: Rev J. C. Carothers and Elder R. F. Houston, principal commissioners, and Rev J. W. Moseley and Elder J. F. Harry their alternates.

The second order was then taken up, viz.: the further consideration of the report of the Com​mittee on Bills & Overtures, and after some discussion was unanimously adopted.

The Treasurer of Presbytery presented his report which was approved, viz.:

Commissioner’s Fund per last report


$13.95

Received of R. F. Houston on Synodical Tax

  19.00

Lawrence, Bethel & Centre Point, S. Tax

    2.50

Commissioners’ Fund at present meeting

  80.00

Presbyterial Tax



  
  12.50  =  $127.95

Disbursements

Paid Treasurer of Synod



$20.00

Paid Stated Clerk’s Salary



  12.50

Paid to Commissioner




  94.95  =  $127.45

Balance on hand




  $5.04








A. H. Barkley, Treasurer.
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Rev A. H. Barkley was granted leave of absence from the remaining sessions of Presby​tery.

Presbytery adjourned till 8 ½ o’clock Saturday morning.









Closed with prayer.








8 ½ o’clock 








Saturday morning, April 13th
Presbytery met & was opened with prayer. A quorum was present, and half an hour was spent in devotional ex​ercises. Presbytery then resumed business. The minutes of yester​day were read and approved. The order of the day—the hearing of reports from Standing Committees—was suspended for 10 minutes.

L. B. Brown, an Elder of the Enterprise Church being present, but not having been ap​pointed by the Session of that Church as a delegate to Presbytery—in the absence of any appointment by the Session & yet having satisfactory information that the Session desires him to represent the Church in Presbytery—it was ordered that his name be en​rolled. This action of Presbytery, however, is not to be regarded as a precedent in [the] future.

The Stated Clerk was ordered to complete at his leisure the Statistical Report & forward it to the Gen. Assembly.

The order of the day was taken up, & reports received from the Standing Committees.

The chairman of Committee on Education reported that the interest & liberality shown by the Churches in this cause, with few honorable exceptions, have not been commen​surate with its importance & necessities. This statement is verified by the following ex​hibit:
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1877

Oct 20

Total amt. received at Presbytery from Good Hope Ch
$29.05

Nov 2






   Knox 

  10.00








   Wahalak

    2.75

1878

Feb






   Friendship

    2.00








   Houston

    2.00








   Buena Vista

    3.00

April 11





   Carolina

    1.00








   DeKalb

    5.70








   Garlandsville
    2.60








   Good Hope

    1.75








   Knox


    5.00








   Hamilton

    3.00








   Wahalak

    5.00








   Bethel

    1.00








   Crawfordville
    3.00








   Columbus

  12.50







   Total


$89.35

Special sums contributed by individuals to pay 


board of Presbytery’s Candidate:



Total amt. received from L. B. Bradford of Columbus
$16.00






     A. G. Smith of Jones Co.

    8.00






     A. N. Smith


    8.00






     Rev H. C. Smith


    8.00






     Archie Smith


    8.00










$48.00

1878, April 12th
Total amt Received To Date


          $137.35

Per Contra

1877, Oct.

By amt. sent W. G. Woodbridge


$25.00

1877, Dec.

By amt. sent W. G. Woodbridge


  50.00

1878, Feb.

By amt. sent W. G. Woodbridge


  25.00




Debit of Presbytery as per last report


  91.20











= $191.20

1878, April 12th
Debit of Presbytery to date



$53.85

The foregoing exhibit shows that Presbytery is far from providing an adequate support for its candidate; still he has been kept at the seminary, and has pursued his studies with com​mend​able zeal & with a good degree 

[18]

of success. But unless more interest & liberality are shown by the churches in this cause, it will be impossible to continue our candidate at the seminary during another term. We submit the facts that they make their own appeal.








Respectfully submitted,








Joseph Bardwell, Chairman.

Sustentation

The corresponding member of the Assembly’s Committee of Sustentation submits to Pres​​by​tery the following report: Exhibit—




Total balance on hand as per last report

$26.54

1878
Jan’y.

Total amt received from Meridian Church

  21.85


Feb.




    Friendship


    2.50







    Houston


    2.00


April




    Good Hope


    5.00







    Philadelphus

    3.75







    DeKalb


    5.00







    Buena Vista


    3.00







    Wahalak


    5.00







    Bethel


    1.00










  75.64

Per Contra

1878, March 22nd
By amt. sent Dr R. McIlwaine


  51.35

April 12th 1878
Total balance on hand




$24.39

It will thus be seen that during the entire fiscal year just closed, all the churches of Pres​by​​tery, so far as reported to your corresponding member of the Assembly’s Committee have contributed the meager sum of $74.10, while the Assembly’s Committee has appro​p​riated, during this past year, to the churches of this Presbytery $250.00. These things ought not so to be. With what show of reason can we ask the Assembly’s Committee to re​new these appropriations, when, as a Presbytery, we are doing so little to help our​selves, and much less to aid others.








Respectfully submitted,







Joseph Bardwell, Corresponding Member,







  Assembly’s Committee on Sustentation
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Invalid Fund




Total amt. in hand as per last report


$14.75

1878, Feb.

Total amt. received from Houston Church

    2.00







     Friendship


      .50

April 11th 




     Good Hope


      .50










$17.75

Per Contra

March 22

By amt. sent Dr R. McIlwaine


$17.25

1878, April 12th 
Total cash on hand to date



      .50

Evangelistic Fund

1878, Feb.

Total amt. received from Friendship Church

  $2.00







Houston


    2.00







Buena Vista


    5.00










  $9.00

Colored Evangelistic Fund




Total amt. contributed by Meridian Ch.

  $7.20

Per Contra

1878, March 22nd
By amt. sent Dr R. McIlwaine


  $7.20








Joseph Bardwell, Cor. Member,









Assembly’s Committee

The foregoing reports of the Chairman of Education and the corresponding member of the Assembly’s Committee of Sustentation were approved, and the several causes repre​sented earnestly commended to the attention of all the churches.

On motion by Rev. O. H. P. Smyth, it was unanimously Resolved, That the whole work of Sustentation and Evangelization in the bounds of Presbytery be committed to Rev. J. Bardwell, J. D. McClintock & Elder R. F. Houston, to devise & carry into effect such measures as may be most effectual in the furtherance of these causes in our bounds.

On motion by J. A. Minniece the following assessment was made on the churches to meet the pressing wants in connection with the cause of Education, Provided, That the sums paid by any of
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the churches at this Presbyterial meeting shall be credited to them on this assessment.

Assessment for Education.

Aberdeen
$10.00



Meridian

$10.00

Beersheba
    2.00



Montrose

    5.00

Bethel

    5.00



Mt Zion

    3.00



Bethsalem
  10.00



Macon


    7.50

Buena Vista
    3.00



Newton

    3.00

Carolina
    5.00



Oak Grove

    5.00

Columbus
  25.00
      


Okolona

  10.00

Crawfordville
    5.00



Pendleton

    3.00

Centre Point
    5.00



Perkinsville

    3.00

DeKalb
    5.00



Pleasant Springs
    2.00

Friendship
  10.00



Philadelphus

    5.00

Garlandsville
    5.00



Pisgah


    5.00

Good Hope
    5.00



Shiloh


    3.00

Enterprise
    5.50



Smyrna

    3.00

Hamilton
    3.00



Starkville

    7.50

Houston
    5.00



Toomsuba

    3.00

Knox

    5.00



Unity


    5.00

Lawrence
    3.00



Wahalak

    5.00

Lebanon
    5.00



West Point

    3.00
Louisville
    3.00



Total

          $211.00







Presbytery took recess till 2 ½ o’clock p.m.








2 ½ o’clock p.m.

Presbytery convened, a quorum present, and resumed business. The order of the day for 10 a.m., viz.: the Presbyterial Conference, having been suspended to com​plete Reports on Education & Sustentation, was now called and Presbytery proceeded to hold the Con​ference. An essay of much interest was read by Dr M. H. Watkins of New​ton on the subject of “The Most Effective Manner of Conducting 
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Family, Social & Public Worship,” after which the roll was called & members expressed their views on the subject. 

The Committee on Colportage made the following report which was adopted unani​mously, viz: 

“Your committee would call the attention of Presbytery to the fact that we embrace a large extent of territory, about 250 miles in length & 40 miles in width—have on our roll 42 churches & 14 ministers, only eleven of whom are able to do effective ministerial & pastoral work. We have a large number of vacant churches, & many of those supplied have preaching only once or twice a month. As good and sound religious literature, in the form of books, tracts and newspapers, has been owned of God & the reading of the same has been blessed to the salvation of many precious souls, and as this literature can be car​ried to the homes of our people & made to supply, in some measure, the ab​sence of the preached word by the living minister by preaching in a silent, but, on that account, not ineffective way to the conscience of the reader, and as it is a great means of imparting information & stimulating to practical duty the mem​bers of the Church, we do most heartily recommend that colporteurs be employed so soon as the way be clear, to visit parts of our Presbytery for the purpose of dis​sem​i​nating the books of our Church. And, in response to the statements made by Rev D. L. Mitchell, agent of our Synodical Deposi​tory in New Orleans, we would call the attention of our churches & congregations to the fact that we have a Depository of our books in New Orleans, No. 27, Camp Street, where they can be supplied with libraries for families or churches, or Sabbath schools, and we would that our churches & people, when making purchases of books, to order them from our Depository. We are also gratified to hear of the encouragement that is being 
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given to the Depository and the measure of success which it is now attaining; and we do cordially commend to our churches and congregations the South-Western Presbyterian, the organ of our Synod which is pub​lished in New Orleans, No. 27 Camp Street, as a valuable family newspaper.







S. J. Bingham, J. W. Moseley, Committee

The Committee on Devotional Exercises reported appointments for preaching on the Sab​bath, in the Presbyterian, Methodist & Baptist Churches. Adopted.

The records of Session of the Meridian Church were approved, with the exception that there was one meeting of the Session in which the record fails to show that a Moderator was present. 

The Committee on the Narrative of the State of Religion made their report which was adopted and ordered to be forwarded to the Gen. Assembly, as follows:

“In looking over the whole field, in the light coming from the reports of the Sessions of the various Churches, this Presbytery would report, as recommended by the Gen. Assem​bly, on the following topics, viz.:

1st. The gospel is preached to a multitude of people with great faithfulness & zeal on the part of the ministry. The abundant seed now sown, we humbly trust, will, by the blessings of the great Head of the Church, in due time, bring forth a welcome harvest to the glory of God in the salvation of souls. The ministers of this Presbytery, we may say without undue boasting, are self-sacrificing, industrious, & unflinchingly devoted to the preach​ing of the “glorious gospel of the blessed God.” 
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Of the Elders it may be said as a rule, they manifest a spirit kindred to that of the Minis​ter, seem ready to engage in & advance every good work. In reference to the Deacons in many of our churches, we would say, that their zeal & efficiency, in many cases, is ham​pered & embarrassed for want of sufficient instruction, rather than from any indisposition to work up manfully to that high standard which is commensurate with their knowledge & ability.

2nd. The attendance of our people on public worship is generally good.

3rd. We are called to mourn the absence of special & powerful outpourings of the Holy Spirit among our churches. God has visited us here & there with precious droppings of mercy; but, in sackcloth & ashes, we would pray the Holy Ghost to come speedily & bap​tize us with a Pentecostal shower.

4th. There is not such shocking intemperance among us as has been—The whiskey laws have contributed much in diminishing the evil; but it say to say, there are church mem​bers guilty of habitual drinking, and some engage in its unwarrantable sale. On account of the poverty of our people the temptation to dancing & other fashionable amusements of the world, is greatly diminished, & in some cases, we hope a disinclination to these things has been awakened by the purifying agency of the gospel.

5th. Family religion is attracting more attention and commanding a more general observ​ance among the membership of our churches; but there is still room for a great advance in this direction of Christian duty and privilege.

6th. The Catechism is taught in all the Sabbath schools of our churches, so far as reported to Presbytery; but we fear, too much neglected in the families.

7th. The observance of the Sabbath. The regular administration of the ordinances of the gospel binds the Sabbath to the 
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hearts of God’s people. A gracious outpouring of the Spirit would sanctify yet more the holy day and make it eminently a day of holy delight. The reports, however, from the Churches on this subject, are generally favorable.

8th. Fidelity in worshiping God with our substance. The amount of money given by our people annually indicates that the grace of giving is in some measure cultivated among our churches. If it be asked, Do your people give as much as they ought? We embar​ras​singly answer, No. But more grace, better training of our children & churches & more love to the Pastor, will bring the future church much more nearly to the high standard of God’s word in this sphere of Christian activity.

9th. Supply of churches with the preached word. We have a large territory more than 200 miles long by 40 or 50 miles broad, embracing [number is not supplied] churches & only eleven ministers act​u​ally at work in this vast field—a number wholly inadequate to meet the great spiritual exigencies of our people. We are already in arrears for Evangelistic work, and with this [illegible word] of debt pressing upon us, are unable to sustain an Evangelist to labor in our bounds.

10th. Religious instruction of the colored people. Preaching to this class of our people seems to have almost entirely passed out of our hands, and little or no effort is being made on our part to bring them back under our influence. Their religious instruction is mainly committed to preachers of their own color—Methodists & Baptists—(for we have no colored preachers of our church in our bounds). The instruction they receive
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from these men of their own color, is exceedingly limited, and in many instances seri​ously detrimental to the cause of virtue & religion. How we are to reach this class of our pop​u​lation, so as to bring them under the influence of the pure gospel, is a problem we have not yet been able to solve.








Respectfully submitted,






     J. W. Moseley, J. N. Carothers, Scott Thompson,








         Committee.

The same committee had referred to them a communication from the only surviving El​der of the West Point Church and submitted the following report thereon which was adopted, viz.:

“In responding to this communication from the elder of the West Point Church your com​mittee recommend that Presbytery appoint a commission consisting of two ministers & two elders to visit West Point Church at such time as they may elect & hold a meeting of several days & perform such duties as the wants of the church may seem to indicate with a view of reorganizing more fully such church & putting it in working order. And further, that permission be granted to said Church to employ any minister of this Presbytery, or any approved minister of another Presbytery whose services they may be able to secure till the next stated meeting of Presbytery; and that the matter of aid from the Sustentation Committee be referred to our corresponding member of the Assembly’s Committee on Sustentation.”








Respectfully submitted,






     J. W. Moseley, J. N. Carothers, Scott Thompson,








         Committee.

In pursuance of the foregoing report the Moderator appointed the following commission: Revs J. Bardwell & A. H. Barkley and Elders Jno A. Minniece & Dr J. M. Henson.
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Rev. S. J. Bingham, having removed to the bounds of the New Orleans Presbytery, asked for a letter of dismission from this Presbytery to connect himself with that body. The request was granted and the Stated Clerk instructed to furnish the requisite testimonials to Bro. Bingham, with expression of fraternal regards and our sincere sorrow in parting with him as a beloved co-presbyter with whom we have often taken sweet counsel in our Presbyterial meetings.

The Committee appointed to revise the Standing Rules of Presbytery (Vol. VIII, pp. 264 & 270) presented, through their chairman the following report which was unanimously adopted as follows:

Standing Rules

Rule 1st. Every Church Session, at each Spring meeting of Presbytery shall present its records, accompanied with a separate Statistical Report.

Rule 2nd. Every Church Session shall send to each stated meeting of Presbytery a written nar​rative of the State of Religion in its Church, embracing in the narrative a specific re​port on the following topics—(1) Attendance on social & public worship; (2) Family re​ligion; (3) Observance of the Sabbath; (4) Catechetical instruction in families & Sab​bath schools; (5) Sabbath schools; (6) Systematic beneficence; (7) Religious instruction of the colored people.

Rule 3rd. Every Church Session shall present to Presbytery, at each Spring meeting a written report from the Deacons of the Church (where there are such, & where there are none, from the Session itself) of the fidelity of the church in meeting its financial obligation to its Minister or Pastor.
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Rule 4th. It shall be the duty of every Church Session to hold its delegates to Presbytery & to Synod to a strict account, requiring them to report to the Session their attendance on these meetings, or their reasons for non-attendance, which report shall be recorded in their minutes; and the omission of such record shall be made a matter of exception to such minutes when examined by Presbytery.

Rule 5th. At each stated meeting of Presbytery a Presbyterial Sermon shall be preached, on some doctrinal subject by a minister of Presbytery previously appointed thereto by Pres​by​tery. Also at each stated meeting, Presbytery shall hold a Presbyterial Conference on some previously selected practical subject—to be opened by a written es​say by some per​son appointed thereto at a previous meeting of Presbytery.

Rule 6th. The stated meetings of presbytery shall be on the Thursday before the first full moon in April & October of each year, commencing at 11 o’clock a.m.

Rule 7th. The first half hour of each day, during the meeting of Presbytery, shall be spent in devotional exercises, to be conducted by such persons as the Moderator may designate.

Rule 8th. Any church wishing to employ a stated supply, shall make application in writing to the Presbytery, stating the compensation offered, and then report thereon to Presbytery annually; Provided, that application for the services of a minister as stated supply, be​long​ing to another Presbytery, shall be received semi-annually.

Rule 9th. Ministers belonging to another Presbytery and laboring within our bounds for more than six months without permission, shall be considered as acting disorderly.

Rule 10th. It is enjoined on all the churches to take collections at least once a year, for each of the beneficent objects connected with the work of the Church, and to report there​on to Presbytery at each Spring meeting.

Rule 11th. The Treasurer of Presbytery shall report at every stated meeting funds held subject to the order of Presbytery; 
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and he shall pay over all sums collected for specific objects to the proper person, taking receipts for the same as his vouchers.

Rule 12th. Every member of Presbytery shall, at each stated meeting, contribute fifty cents to constitute a contingent Presbyterial fund, and at each stated fall meeting, every Church Session is required to pay over to the Treasurer fifty cents for each member of the Session, to constitute a contingent Synodical fund, to be paid by the Treasurer of Presby​tery to the Treasurer of Synod.

Rule 13th. The Stated Clerk shall receive annually for his services twenty-five dollars, one-half of it to be paid at each stated meeting of Presbytery.

Rule 14th. The Stated Clerk shall prepare & cause to be published, in some suitable paper, abstracts of the minutes of each stated meeting of Presbytery, as soon after its adjourn​ment as practicable.

15th. These Standing Rules shall be read at the opening of every stated meeting of Presby​tery.








Respectfully submitted,




                                  J. Bardwell, A. H. Barkley, Jno. A. Minniece,







                      Committee.

By a unanimous vote Columbus was selected as the place for the next stated meeting of Presbytery.




         Presbytery then took recess till after public worship tonight.

After public worship, Presbytery met & resumed business.

Rev. J. Bardwell called the attention of Presbytery to the action of last Synod in response to an appeal from the Secretary of the Board of Directors of the Theological Seminary at Columbia, S. C., assuming on the part of Synod the obligation to raise during the year $500 for the benefit 
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of that institution, and apportioning that sum among the several Presbyteries. The sum of $75 was apportioned to this Presbytery and Rev J. Bardwell appointed to collect & for​ward the same to the Treasurer of the Board of Directors of the Seminary. On motion it was ordered by Presbytery that Rev J. Bardwell be authorized & instructed to make an equi​t​able apportionment of the sum of $75 among the several churches of this Presbytery, & notify them of it, urging a prompt payment of the same.

Permission was given to Bethel Church to employ Rev S. J. Love, ¼ of his time at a sal​ary of $240.

The corresponding member of the Assembly’s Committee of Publication presented the following report which was approved viz.: 

“That since the last meeting of Presbytery he has received for the Publication, the follow​ing sums:



From the Houston Church

$4.00




   Bethel


  1.00




   Meridian 


  5.00



   Total


          $10.00

As this branch of the Church’s work is now being efficiently managed & promises to do good service in supplying valuable & useful information to our churches & people, we do most cordially commend this cause to the sympathy, the prayers & support of all our churches.”








S. J. Bingham,







Cor. Mem. Of Assembly’s Comm.

Rev S. J. Bingham, in view of his intended removal from the bounds of this Presbytery, tendered his resignation of the position of corresponding member of Assembly’s Comm. of Publication, which was accepted, and Rev J. D. McClintock was chosen in​stead.

The following report on Sabbath schools was presented, adopted & ordered to be for​warded to the next Gen. Assembly, viz.:

“Your committee on Sabbath schools would report that there have been placed in his hands specific reports from only nine of our Sabbath schools, viz.: Meridian, Garlands​ville, Columbus, Friendship, Houston, Starkville, Aberdeen, Enterprise, & Good Hope Churches. These schools aggregate 66 teachers & 431 scholars. 
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They are most of them under the immediate control of the Session of the Church. They use our catechisms and the literature of our Church. Bible classes are taught in most of them, and the Confession of Faith & the Larger Catechism used by a few. In some of these schools mention is made of pastoral visitation & preaching to the children. Only a few schools report contributions made to objects outside of their own immediate wants.”

We subjoin the following Statis​tical Report:



  Teachers
          Pupils
         Additions to Ch      Money Contributed


      Enrollment   Ave. Atten.  Enrollment   Ave. Atten.


    To School     To Benev. Obj.
Meridian
19
  9
      80            65
         2

      $67
$25
      

Garlandsville     4

      12


         2


                

Columbus        15

      92
          60                                                            56.20

Friendship
  4                          30

Good Hope        4          3              24            15                                        $1.50

Starkville           7          5              55            35                                          3.00             3.50

Houston             3                          20            12                                          5.00

Enterprise
  7                           75            50
                                30      

Aberdeen
10

       43                                                           4.20

                        17                         118                                                       $34.20                 

Total
            66                         431                                                     $110.70        $90.00

Infant Salvation, or the salvation of infants, was chosen as the subject for the next Pres​by​terial Sermon, and Rev J. Bardwell appointed to preach it with Rev S. J. Love as his al​ter​nate. The subject selected for next Presbyterial Conference was “Lay Evangelism,” and Judge J. A. Orr of the Columbus [Church] was appointed essayist with Jno A. Minniece Esq. of the Wahalak Church as his alternate.

A vote of thanks was passed to the citizens of Meridian for their hospitality and to the
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Baptist, Methodist & Cumberland Presbyterian Churches for the use of their houses of wor​ship on Sabbath, and to the Vicksburg & Meridian R.R. for favors extended to mem​bers of Pres​bytery traveling over that Road.

The minutes of today’s sessions were read & approved. Presbytery then adjourned (at 10 o’clock Saturday night) to meet in the Presbyterian Church in Columbus, Miss. at 11 o’clock a.m. on the Thursday before the first full moon in October next. Closed with sing​ing, prayer & the apostolic benediction.







Signed: J. D. McClintock, Moderator.








H. G. McFarland, Temporary Clerk.

Attest: Joseph Bardwell, Stated Clerk.

Pro Re Nata Meeting in Enterprise, June 12, 1878
Pursuant to a call of the Moderator, issued in due form (see Chapter X, Sec. X, Form of Gov​ern​ment), Presbytery met in the Presbyterian Church in Enterprise, Miss., June 12, 1878, at 10 o’clock a.m.

The roll was called and the following members were present: Revs J. D. McClintock and J. Bardwell and Ruling Elders R. F. Houston from the Meridian & L. B. Brown from the Enter​prise Church. There being no quorum present, Presbytery took recess till after public worship to meet at the call of the Moderator.

After public worship at 11 o’clock a.m., Presbytery convened at the call of the Mod​erator, and Rev. J. W. Moseley appeared, making a quorum. The Moderator announced the object of the meeting, as stated in the call, to be the examination of Mr W. G. Wood​bridge, a candidate under the care of this Presbytery, with a view to his licen​sure, if the way be clear, and grant​ing permission to the Enterprise Church to employ his services, if licensed, till the next regular meeting of Presbytery.
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Presbytery then proceeded to the examination of the candidate, Mr. W. G. Woodbridge.



           Pending the examination, Presbytery took recess till 3 o’clock p.m.








3 o’clock p.m.

Presbytery met, a quorum being present, and resumed the examination of Mr. W. G. Wood​bridge. The candidate was examined on the arts & sciences; on his knowledge of the Latin & Greek languages; in the Hebrew language; on theology, natural and revealed, and on ecclesiastical history, the sacraments, & church government. These several parts of trial were unani​mously sustained as satisfactory. The candidate presented a Latin Exegesis and a Critical Ex​ercise, on subjects previously assigned to him by Presbytery, which were ap​proved. A Popular Ser​mon and Lecture were then read before the Presbytery by the candi​date, or so much thereof as was deemed satisfactory, and both were approved. On motion the examination & several parts of trial, as a whole, were unanimously sus​tained and Pres​by​tery proceeded to license W. G. Woodbridge as a probationer for the gos​pel ministry. The Moderator propounded the constitutional ques​tions to the candidate which were ans​wered in the affirmative; after which he offered a suitable prayer, and then addressed to the candidate the following words. . . “In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ & by that authority which He hath given to the Church for its edification, we do license you to preach the gospel, wherever God in His providence may call you, and for this purpose may the bles​sing of God rest upon you and the Spirit of Christ fill your heart. Amen.”

The following record was then ordered to be made: 
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“At Enterprise, Miss., on the 12th day of June 1878, the Presbytery of Tombeckbee, having received testimonials in favor of W. G. Wood​bridge of his having gone through a regular course of literature, of his good moral character, and of his being in the commun​ion of the Church, proceeded to take the usual parts of trial for his licensure, and he having given satisfaction as to his accomplishments in literature, as to his experi​mental acquaintance with religion, and to his proficiency in divin​ity and other studies, the Presbytery did and hereby do, express their approbation of all these parts of trial, and he having accepted the Confession of Faith of this Church & satis​fac​torily answered the questions proposed to be put to candidates to be licensed, the Pres​bytery did, and hereby do license, the said W. G. Wood​bridge to preach the Gospel of Christ as a probationer for the holy ministry within the bounds of this Presbytery or wher​ever else he shall be orderly called.”

Permission was then given to the Enterprise Church to employ the services of Mr W. G. Woodbridge till next stated meeting of Presbytery (including the months of his vacation in the seminary) at a salary of $35 per month, or more.

The minutes of the present meeting were then read & approved; after which Presbytery adjourned to meet in Columbus on Thursday before the first full moon in October next. Closed with prayer & the apostolic benediction.







Signed: J. D. McClintock, Moderator.

Attest:

Joseph Bardwell Stated Clerk.

The foregoing minutes of Presbytery from page 282 have been faithfully transcribed into Vol. IX of Presbytery Records, which see—Sept. 16, 1879.

Attest: 

Joseph Bardwell, Stated Clerk.
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Columbus, Miss., January 29, 1879








Wednesday, 11 o’clock a.m.

The Presbytery of Tombeckbee met pursuant to adjournment and was opened with a ser​mon by Rev A. H. Barkley from Rom 8:31 & 32. After sermon Presbytery was con​sti​tuted with prayer by the Moderator, Rev J. D. McClintock. 

The roll was called & the following members were found to be present:

Ministers


Ruling Elders



Churches

A. H. Barkley


M. I. K. Bowen
from

Aberdeen

J. Bardwell


C. Bardwell



Starkville

J. D. McClintock

J. A. Orr



Columbus





W. A. Love



Bethel

Absent



Scott Thompson


Crawfordville

Ministers






     Churches not Represented

J. A. Lyon, D.D.

Friendship



Lawrence


S. R. Frierson


Houston



Newton

S. J. Love


Buena Vista



Good Hope

J. N. Carothers


Meridian



Pendleton

J. C. Carothers


Macon




Carolina

M. J. McLean


Bethsalem



Toomsuba

J. A. Mecklin


Louisville



Beersheba

J. W. Moseley


Lebanon



Unity

O. H. P. Smyth

Mt Zion



Centre Point

H. C. Smith


Garlandsville



DeKalb





Enon




Okolona





Hamilton



Paulding





Lauderdale



Montrose





Perkinsville



Philadelphus





Pisgah




Salem





Pleasant Springs


Shiloh





Smyrna



Oak Grove





Enterprise



Knox





West Point



Wahalak
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Rev A. H. Barkley was elected Moderator and W. A. Love, Temporary Clerk. The min​utes of the last stated and also of the pro re nata meeting held in Enterprise, together with the Standing Rules, were read.

Dr J. D. Hutchinson, the only Ruling Elder in the Hamilton Church, being present was en​rolled as a member of Presbytery and a like order made in reference to any other elder similarly situated who may be present during the sessions of Presbytery.






Presbytery then took recess until 3 ½ o’clock p.m.








3 ½ p.m.

Presbytery met and resumed business. A letter was received from J. A. Lyon, D.D., giving reasons for absence from present meeting of Presbytery, which were sustained; also a letter from Rev J. N. Carothers assigning reasons for absence from present meeting, which were sustained. Mr T. M. Towns, a licentiate of the Presbytery of Bethel, S.C., presented a letter of dismission from that Presbytery to this, and was received under the care of this Presbytery.

A memorial upon the death of Rev A. N. Cunningham, D.D., prepared by Rev. J. A. Lyon, D.D., was read before Presbytery by Rev J. D. McClintock, which was adopted and ordered to be spread upon the records of Presbytery as follows—

“According to custom it becomes the duty of Presbytery to record with affectionate, but sad remembrance the death of our esteemed brother, Rev’d Alexander Newton Cunningham, D.D., who departed this life September 5th 1878. Dr Cunningham was born near Jonesboro, East Tennessee, March 16th 1807, and consequently was in the 71st year of his age. His parents lived not far from “Old Washington College,” an institution founded by Dr Samuel Doak in the latter part of the last century (1793). His training both at the domestic fireside and the neighboring school was thoroughly Presbyterian. His alma mater though humble in its pecuniary endowments, was rich in useful alumni. It has within the last eighty years
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of its existence sent forth comparatively a large number of able, active & useful men in all the learned professions, who have made their honorable mark on the growing civili​za​tion of the West & Southwest. Alexander was the third of four brothers, all pious & ta​len​ted men. The first became a physician of distinguished representation in upper East Ten​nessee. The remaining three became able Presbyterian ministers. The ministerial portion of the brothers received their theological training at Princeton, N. J., at the feet of those great & good men—the founders of that renowned school of the prophets. The sub​ject of this memorial was gifted in all the attributes that go to make a useful & popular min​ister of the gospel. He was eloquent in the pulpit, in physical attributes & personal presence (when young) he was remarkably fine looking; easy & courtly in his manners, and kind & affectionate in his intercourse with his fellow-men, even the humblest. He served his first pastorate in the city of Montgomery, Ala; his second in the city of Au​g​usta, Ga., his third in Franklin, Tenn., where he also established a female academy of dis​tinguished [illegible word]. He also preached at Shelbyville & Fayetteville, Tenn., and one year, before the war, at Port Gibson, Miss. His last charge was Aberdeen, Miss. He married Margaret Ann, the oldest daughter of John G. Eason, long a leading & respect​able merchant of Jones​boro, East Tennessee. They traveled the pathway of life together for many years, sharing each others’ joys and sorrows, until March 22nd 1877, when she was called home. Their separation was not long. Her mortal remains were carried back to Franklin, Tenn., where she had spent so many years to sleep in the midst of those she loved in lifetime. Bro. Cunningham was on a visit to the still-new grave, when God, in pity & great kind​ness, suddenly brought them together again—a meeting that would know no more part​ings. As he walked in sadness from the depot up into town—the scene of many labors & sorrows—and scanning the sacred spot where the precious ashes of the loved one lay—gushing memories pouring in upon his struggling heart—every step he took, until they became insupportable, when he dropped down & died! In due time his lifeless body was borne by loving hands, & placed beside the dust of her who had been the mother of his children & the partner of his joys & sorrows during all life’s weary pilgrimage.”
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Rev. J. D. McClintock, Judge J. A. Orr & Scott Thompson were appointed a committee on Devotional Exercises.

The following orders of business were adopted. That the Presbyterial sermon be preached at 7 o’clock p.m., Friday, and the Presbyterial conference held at 11 o’clock a.m. Satur​day; That the first order of the day for Thursday afternoon be the hearing of nar​ra​tives on the State of Religion from the churches; and the first order for Friday morn​ing, the read​ing of the reports from the Standing Committees.

The commission appointed at last stated meeting of Presbytery to visit West Point Church reported, through the chairman, that in view of peculiar embarrassments of the Church, no re-organization had been effected, but commended the Church to the watchful care of Pres​bytery. The report was approved and the committee discharged. Presbytery then ad​journed till 9 o’clock Thursday morning. 









Closed with prayer.








Thursday, 9 o’clock a.m.

Presbytery met, a quorum being present, and was opened with prayer. Half an hour was spent in devotional exercises, after which Presbytery resumed business. The minutes of yesterday were read and approved.

Rev Geo. T. Stanback, D.D., of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church, being present, was invited to sit as a corresponding member.

Rev S. R. Frierson appeared in Presbytery, & gave reasons for tardiness which were sus​tained.

Rev M. J. McLean appeared and gave reasons for absence from last stated meeting & tardiness in attending in present meeting of Presbytery which were sustained.

Rev S. J. Love and J. C. Carothers appeared & gave reasons for tardiness which were sus​tained.

A. M. Dinsmore, Elder from the Macon Church appeared [in Presbytery], and his name was enrolled.
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The Moderator announced the following committees:

Committee on Bills & Overtures—

Rev J. D. McClintock and Elder C. Bardwell.

Judicial Committee—

Rev S. R. Frierson and Elder Scott Thompson.

Committee on Narrative—

Rev J. C. Carothers and Elder M. I. K. Bowen.

Com. on Minutes of Gen. Assembly—

Rev M. J. McLean & Elder A. M. Dinsmore & J. D. Hutchinson.

Com. on Assessment for Com. Fund—

C. Bardwell and M. I. K. Bowen.

Committees on Sessional Records:

Aberdeen, Beersheba, Bethel, Bethsalem, Carolina, & Mt Zion Churches—

J. D. McClintock & J. D. Hutchinson.

Columbus, Crawfordville, Centre Point, DeKalb, Enterprise, Good Hope & Hamilton—

J. C. Carothers & M. I. K. Bowen.

Committee on Sabbath Schools—Rev M. J. McLean and C. Bardwell.

Committee on Examination of Candidates—

Natural & Revealed Theology—Rev J. Bardwell, D.D.

Church History—Rev J. D. McClintock.

Church Government—Rev S. R. Frierson.

Sacraments—Revs S. J. Love & M. J. McLean.

Rev. J. C. Carothers and Elder R. F. Houston, commissioners to the last Gen. Assembly, reported that they had attended upon the sessions of that body; their report was received, and their diligence approved.

The Session of the Starkville Church asked and obtained permission to employ the servi​ces of Mr A. B. Coit, a licentiate of the Presbytery
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of West Hanover, Va., for the next six months at a salary of two hundred & fifty dollars ($250); and permission was given to Mr Coit to labor in the bounds of this Presbytery till its next Stated Meeting.

The memoir of the late Rev J. H. Thompson prepared by Rev S. J. Bingham by request of Presbytery at its last stated meeting was read, adopted, & ordered to be spread upon the records:

Memoir

“The Rev James Henry Thompson was the third child of James Henry and Sarah Thomp​son; and was born in Nicholas County, Ky., October 26th 1807, and died at his home in Greene County, Miss., on the 10th of March, 1878, being 70 years, 4 months & 15 days old. Mr Thompson’s ancestry for several generations was noted for their piety. His grand​father, James Thompson, came from the county of Donegal, Ireland, and settled in Penn​sylvania. He was there ordained a Ruling Elder in the Presbyterian Church, and was an ef​fi​​cient working officer. Subsequently he moved to Nicholas County, Ky., which was then almost a wilderness, going down the Ohio River in a flat boat. He had six sons & two daughters. Four of the sons became Presbyterian ministers and the two daughters mar​​ried Presbyterian ministers. Several of their sons & grandsons have likewise become Presbyterian ministers. The father of the subject of this memoir married a Miss Henry, and then through his maternal line Bro. Thompson was connected with the Henrys, the Davies and Dickeys—names celebrated both in church and state. His father was a Ruling Elder in the Presbyterian Church and trained his children not only in the doctrines of the Bible, but in the polity & doctrines of the Presbyterian Church. We have no data to guide us in respect to the early boyhood & seminary education of Mr Thompson. In the year 1832 or 33, he came to Natchez, Miss., coming down the Ohio & Miss. Rivers on a flat boat,
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This move was taken on account of ill health. Soon after this he entered Oakland College. Rev Daniel McNair furnishes the following statement: ‘Bro. Thompson came to Oakland College about the years 1834 or 5, and entered the junior class. He was my roommate & intimate friend. His health failed before he graduated, & he had to leave college on ac​count of it. He took a trip on horseback into the pine woods of East Mississippi, and his health was greatly improved by it, and that visit determined him, after his licensure & or​di​nation, to settle in that region of country, where he lived & labored the balance of his life. Bro. Thompson possessed a fine, well-balanced mind & well-improved; but the state of his health was ever very feeble; and hence he never rose to that distinction in the min​istry that his fine talents entitled him to. But his physical inability never prevented him from discharging his duties. He had an humble estimate of himself, and was so humble & retiring in his disposition that he was not extensively known, and was never properly ap​pre​ciated. He was a true friend and a faithful servant of the Lord Jesus. Rev J. H. Thomp​son, Henry McDonald and myself were licensed to preach the gospel on the 29th day of Sept 1839, at Pine Ridge Church in Adams County, Miss., by the Presbytery of Missis​sippi, and Bro. Thompson was ordained the same day by the same Presbytery, and com​missioned as a domestic missionary, and his field of labor, assigned in the counties east of the Pearl, in the state of Mississippi.’ Bro. Thompson studied theology under the Rev Dr Chamberlain, President of Oakland College. From the best information we have, Bro. Thompson spent much of his time after leaving college, until he was licensed & or​dained, in Greene County, Miss. He was married, in 1837, to Miss Nancy McLeod [?]. She lived about four years, leaving him with two small children—a son & a daughter. The daughter died early. The son, Hon. W. Wirt Thompson, still lives at the homestead. Bro. Thomp​son often expressed the wish that he might live to see his oldest grandson a Presbyterian minister. May the mantle of this pious grandfather fall upon this grandson. After Bro. Thompson was licensed & ordained, he settled near Salem, Greene Co., Miss., and took under
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his special charge the Churches of Salem, Enon, & Vernal; and here he labored with great zeal & fidelity & success, until from age & infirmity he was compelled to give up the charge of the Enon Church, which was about 40 miles distant from his home. His labors were not confined to the churches named. As there were many Presbyterian families scat​tered in the adjoining counties and were without a shepherd, many a tedious journey did he take, actuated only by the love of saving souls & doing good, that he might seek out these scattered members & might speak to them words of encouragement & comfort, and might at the same time preach the gospel to men dead in trespasses & sins, and who but seldom heard a living minister. Bro. Thompson prepared his sermons with care & preached with great earnestness, and although he was neither poetic nor rhetorical in style, he was more: he was filled with the love of God & spoke as feeling the worth of souls & was burdened with their salvation. His earnest desire was that he might be instru​mental in winning souls for Jesus Christ, and God crowned & blessed his labors. Bro T. sought the temporal welfare as well as the spiritual prosperity of his people. There were no schools in S. E. Miss., when he settled there adequate to the wants of that people. With the aid & encouragement of many of the best men of that section, the schools at Salem and Enon were established, and soon became high schools, in which children of both sexes were educated. He was President of the Board of Trustees of the Salem High School so long as it continued, which was until interrupted by the war. At these schools boys were fitted for college or received a good, substantial education fitting them for any calling in life. There are many men now filling important & responsible stations, who re​ceived their entire education at one or the other of these schools. Under Bro. Thompson’s direction & aid a high school was also established at Vernon, which proved a great bles​sing to that neighborhood. Bro. Thompson was a fine presbyter, and while he was very modest & seldom spoke, yet when he did speak, he spoke to edification, and all business committed to him was well & faithfully executed. He loved to meet his brethren in Pres​by​tery, and take counsel with them in reference to the interests of the Redeemer’s king​dom.
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At the last stated meeting of Presbytery prior to his death, our brother rode sixty miles on horseback to attend the meeting, being then 70 years old & very infirm, saying, ‘I wanted to meet my brethren in presbytery once more before I die.’ Those of us who were present well remember the holy fervor & unction with which he led us at the throne of grace, com​mending his brethren, and the Church he loved so dearly to a covenant-keeping God. Bro Thompson’s field of labor was for the most part among the poor, who were able to give him only a bare support, and here he lived more than 40 years, and preached the gospel for nearly that length of time (say 38 years). His ministry was attended with great success, and many precious souls will rise at the judgment day and bless God for the zeal and self-denying labor of his faithful servant. The name of Rev James Henry Thompson will live fresh in the minds of this generation and children’s children will speak the praise of this humble & devout servant of God. Thus has passed away from earth one of the Lord’s noblemen—a man not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ, and one who loved to preach Christ crucified to his dying fellow-men. Brethren of Tombeckbee Presbytery, our brother has lived & served his generation & served it well; he has ‘finished his course,’ & has now gone to receive the crown of righteousness which the Lord has promised to give to all his faithful servants. Our brother has left us the legacy of a holy example of pa​tience and suffering, of zeal & well-doing; let us seek to be faithful in our lot, let us guard well the interests of Zion committed to us; and soon we too shall lay aside our armor & receive the victor’s crown. How appropriate may we apply to our departed bro. Therefore the lives of the sacred part:

 ‘Servant of God, well done!

Rest from thy loved employ:

The battle fought, the victory won,

Enter thy Master’s joy.’”
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It was made the second order of the day for Friday to select the place for the next stated meeting of Presbytery.

On motion, the standing rule requiring Presbytery to meet in April next was suspended, and it was ordered that when Presbytery adjourn, it shall adjourn to meet on Thursday before the first full moon in October next at 11 o’clock a.m.

It was ordered that the churches be authorized & instructed to make such amendments to their statistical reports as may be necessary between this and the first of April, and then forward them to the Stated Clerk of Presbytery so as to reach him not later than the 15th of April; and that he be authorized & instructed to prepare and forward to the General Assembly the Presbyterial statistical report and report on systematic benevolence.

Rev J. D. McClintock, principal and Rev J. Bardwell, D.D., alternate, with Ruling Elder T. B. Bradford from the Columbus Ch; & C. Bardwell from the Starkville Ch, as alter​nate, were elected commissioners to the next Gen. Assembly to meet in May next in Louisville, Ky.

Rev Henry Battle, pastor of the Baptist Church in Columbus was invited to a seat as [a] corresponding member of Presbytery.

The committee on assessment for Commissioners’ Fund made the following report which was adopted.

Assessment for Commissioners’ Fund

Aberdeen Ch
$10.00

Enterprise
$5.00

Louisville
$3.00

Beersheba
    2.50

Enon

  2.50

Macon

  5.00

Bethsalem
    7.50

Friendship
  7.50

Meridian
10.00

Buena Vista
    5.00

Garlandsville
  2.50

Montrose
  2.50

Bethel

    4.00

Good Hope
  5.00

Pendleton
  2.50

Carolina
    2.50

Hamilton
  2.50

Pisgah

  2.50

Centre Point
    2.50

Houston
  5.00

Philadelphus
  2.50

Columbus
  20.00

Knox

  6.25

Okolona
  5.00

Crawfordville
    6.25

Lawrence
  4.00

Oak Grove
  4.00

DeKalb
    5.00

Lebanon
  4.00

Salem

  2.00
                        $65.25                                     44.25                                       38.50 =   148.00

[44]

Brought forward $148.00

Smyrna Ch
  $2.00

Wahalak Ch
$5.00

Starkville
    6.50

West Point
  2.00

Unity

    2.00

Mt Zion
  4.00



  10.50



11.00 = 21.50
Total Amt.




         $169.50

Presbytery then entered upon the consideration of The Book of Church Order sent down by the last Gen. Assembly to the presbyteries for their adoption or rejection. Rev S. R. Frierson moved that this Presbytery do now adopt the Book of Church Order, which was seconded. Pending this motion a motion was made & seconded to have the Stated Clerk read to Presbytery the entire Book of Church Order. This was amended so as to have so much of the present Book of Government and Discipline read in parallel sections as might be called for by any member and then adopted. The Stated Clerk then proceeded to read before Presbytery the Book of Church Order as provided for in the foregoing mo​tion. 



        Pending the reading of the book, Presbytery took recess till 3 ½ p.m.








3 ½ o’clock p.m.

Presbytery met and resumed business. The order of the day was called—the hearing of the narratives on the state of religion from the churches. Written narratives were pre​sented by the following churches, viz.: Aberdeen, Columbus, Friendship, Crawfordville, Houston, Macon, Meridian & Starkville.  

Sabbath school reports were called for, and the following churches responded: Columbus, Friendship, Macon, Meridian, Oak Grove & Starkville.

Rev J. C. Carothers requested Presbytery to dissolve the pastoral relation existing be​tween him and the Knox Church, with a view to his accepting a call from the church at Grenada in North Miss. Presbytery, should the way prove to be clear.



[45]

A communication was received & read from the Knox Church concurring in the request of Mr Carothers, Whereupon Presbytery decided to grant the request, and dissolved the pastoral relation, directing the Moderator to preach in said Church at his earliest con​venience and declare the pulpit vacant.

The records of Bethel Church were approved as per recommendation of the committee on the same.

Permission was granted to Oak Grove Church to continue the services of Rev J. D. West for ¼ of his time for the next six months.

Dr J. D. Hutchinson obtained leave of absence till tomorrow afternoon, and W. A. Love was granted leave of absence from the morning sessions of Presbytery after today, and Rev J. C. Carothers elected temporary clerk in his stead.

The reading of the Book of Church Order was resumed and continued at some length. 



          Pending the reading, Presbytery took recess till 7 ¼ o’clock tonight.








7 ¼ o’clock p.m.

Presbytery convened, and a sermon was delivered by Mr T. M. Lowry from Rom 8:1—first clause. After sermon, W. Stephenson, an elder from Mt Zion Church and J. W. John​son, an elder from Bethsalem Church, appeared and their names were enrolled.

The reading of the Book of Church Order was then resumed and concluded—the entire book having been read in open Presbytery, together with such portions of the old book now in use, as the several members of Presbytery called for. On motion the further con​sideration of the Book of Church Order was made the third order of the day for Friday.

Presbytery then adjourned till 9 o’clock to-morrow morning. 










Closed with prayer.

Friday, 9 o’clock a.m.

Presbytery met and was opened with prayer. Half an hour was spent in devotional exer​cises, after which (a quorum being present) Presbytery proceeded to business. The min​utes of yesterday were read and approved,

[46]

The first order of the day was called, viz.: Hearing reports from Standing Committees.

Rev J. Bardwell presented reports on Education and Sustentation, which were approved & are as follows:

Reports on Education and Sustentation.

The following exhibit will show that the contributions to these respective causes of bene​fi​​cence have been very meager, and that but few of the churches of this Presbytery have made any contributions at all to these objects, so far as reported to the committee, since the last stated meeting of Presbytery in April 1878.

Education

1878

April 13th

Total Amt received from Louisville Church

$2.00







     Mt Zion


  5.50

May 26th




     Bethsalem


10.00

June 12th




     Columbus


  9.10







     Meridian (R.F.H.)

  8.00

July 24





     Starkville 


  5.00=39.60

1879

January 29




     Columbus


$4.00

January 30




     Houston


  3.00







     Friendship


  2.00







     Buena Vista

  4.00







     Bethel


  2.00=15.00
Total Amt received







         $54.60

Per Contra

18[7]8


April


By Debit of Presbytery as per last report

$53.85

June 1st

By Amt sent W. G. Woodbridge


  50.00=103.85

1879

January 3

Debit of Presbytery




$49.25

At a Pro re nata meeting of Presbytery held in Enterprise, June 12, 1878, Mr W. G. Wood​bridge was licensed as a probationer for the gospel ministry and by permission of Presbytery preached to the Enterprise Church during his summer vacation.

 [47]

In September last he went to Princeton, N. J. and has since then been prosecuting his studies in connection with that school of the prophets. It is proper to state that this step was taken by Mr Woodbridge in the exercise of his own judgment. The benefit of a schol​arship was offered to him, provided he would attend that seminary. This fact coupled with the difficulty & uncertainty of obtaining adequate aid from this Presbytery induced him to accept the proffered assistance. Thus far no aid has been given him by Pres​bytery during the present scholastic term; but he will stand in imperative need of some pecuniary assistance soon. So soon as he completes his course, in May next, it is con​templated that he will return & labor in our bounds.








Respectfully submitted,








Joseph Bardwell, chairman comm.

Exhibit on Sustentation

1879




Total Balance on hand as per last report

$24.29

January

Total contribution from Meridian Church

  20.00







  Starkville


    8.40







  Friendship


    2.00







  Houston


    1.00







  Bethel


    2.00=$57.69

Evangelistic Fund

1879

Feb.


Total cash on hand as per last report


  $9.00

1878

April


Amt. received from Good Hope Church

      .50

1879

Feb.




         Friendship


    5.00






         Houston



    2.00






         Buena Vista


    2.00=$18.50

Invalid Fund




Total cash on hand as per last report


      .50

1878

July 24


Total Amt. received from Starkville Church

    7.85







      Meridian


    6.00

1879

Feb. 1





      Houston


    2.00=$16.35

[48]

1879

Feb. 1





      Buena Vista

    $3.00







      Friendship


      2.00




Total Amt. brought forward from page 47

  $16.35=$21.35




      Respectfully submitted, Joseph Bardwell, chairman committee.

The second order of the day—the selection of the place for the next stated meeting of Presbytery was taken up, and Bethsalem Church was selected.

A call from the Aberdeen Church for the ministerial services of Mr T. M. Lowry was pre​sented to Presbytery, and referred to a committee consisting of J. Bardwell, J. D. Mc​Clintock, C. Bardwell and A. M. Dinsmore.

The records of Aberdeen, Knox, Macon, Meridian & Starkville Churches were approved.






Presbytery then took recess till 3 ½ o’clock p.m.









3 ½ o’clock p.m.

Presbytery convened & resumed business. Rev J. C. Carothers, corresponding member of Com. on For. Missions, made the following report which was approved, viz.: 

Report on Publication received and approved. See page 

April 13, 1878  Received of Rev S. J. Bingham, 



former Cor. Mem. Of Assembly’s Com. on Publication ten dollars, viz.: From Bethel Church $1.00. Meridian $5.00. Houston $4.00. Total $10.00.

April 15, 1878

Total amt received from Columbus Ch
$10.00

January 30, 1879



    Bethel

    1.00=$21.00

Per Contra

April 15, 1878

By Amt forwarded to Treasurer at Richmond
$20.00

January 31, 1879
Total cash on hand




   1.00








J. D. McClintock, Cor. Mem. &c.

[49]

Rev. J. C. Carothers announced his purpose to ask for a letter of dismission before the ad​journment of Presbytery, and in view of this fact tendered his resignation as corres​pond​ing member of Committee on Foreign Missions. His resignation was accepted and Rev J. D. McClintock appointed instead.

On motion of Judge J. A. Orr, the Stated Clerk was authorized & instructed to have the records of Presbytery transcribed, under his supervision, in books suitable for permanent preservation, on such terms as he may deem reasonable & practicable.

The records of Louisville Church were approved.

Deacons’ Reports on ministers’ salaries were called for, and the following churches re​ported in proper form, viz.: Columbus, Aberdeen and Meridian.

The records of Columbus & Crawfordville Churches were approved.

The third order of the day—the further consideration of the Book of Church Order was called for, and pending the discussion of this subject, Presbytery took recess till 7 ½ p.m.








7 ½ o’clock p.m.

Presbytery was called to order, and the Presbyterial Sermon on the subject of “Infant Sal​va​tion” was preach[ed] by Rev J. Bardwell. Text: Luke 18:15&16. 

After sermon the discussion of the Book of Church Order was resumed. Pending the dis​cussion, on motion by Rev. J. D. McClintock, the further discussion of the subject was deferred till 9 ½ o’clock Saturday morning.

Presbytery then adjourned till 9 o’clock tomorrow morning.










Closed with prayer.








Saturday morning, 9 o’clock

Presbytery met and was opened with prayer. Half an hour was spent in devotional exer​cises, after which, Presbytery resumed business. Members present as on yesterday. The minutes of yesterday’s proceedings were read and approved.

The committee to whom was referred the call from the Aberdeen Church reported that the call was in order and recommended that it be placed in the hands of Mr T. M. Lowry.

[50]

The report was adopted, and the call placed in the hands of Mr Lowry.

The order of the day was called, and the further consideration of the Book of Church Order resumed and the discussion of it continued till 11 o’clock, when it was suspended for the Presbyterial Conference which was set for that hour. 

The Conference was opened by a deeply interesting essay from Judge J. A. Orr, on the subject of “Lay Evangelism.” The roll was then called and several of the members en​tered earnestly into the discussion of the subject which was also participated in by the corresponding members present. All seemed to be agreed that the church was the divinely approved instrument for the prop​a​gation of the gospel & the evangelization of the world; and, consequently, that her di​vinely appointed officers & ordinances should be guarded against any agency whose le​gitimate tendency is to ignore & destroy them.

Mr T. M. Lowry signified his acceptance of the call from the Aberdeen Church, and it was ordered that Presbytery proceed to his examination for ordination at 3 ½ o’clock p.m.

The following report was made by the Committee on the Narrative of the State of Relig​ion, adopted, and ordered to be forwarded to the Gen. Assembly:

Narrative of the State of Religion.

Presbytery would report to the Gen. Assembly that in nearly all of its churches, so far as heard from public worship is conducted regularly only on one or more of each [month] during the year. In some of the churches the preaching of the word is had on every Sabbath. The attendance upon public worship is generally good, and the

[51]

gospel is faithfully preached. The weekly prayer meeting is maintained with growing int​erest in a few of the churches, and observed with fluctuating interest in many more. In the country churches, which constitute the greater number, it is generally not observed, at least during the winter months. The Sabbath school cause is eliciting an increased interest in quite a number of the churches; but owing to the scattered condition of the mem​ber​ship of many of the churches, the Sabbath school suspends its work during the winter months. In only a few of the churches are these schools under the direct supervision of the Session. The monthly concert of prayer for foreign missions is observed in two or three of our churches. This is to be regretted that so many of our churches is wholly ne​glect it. The family altar has been erected in comparatively only a few of our professed Christian households, and it is to be fear[ed] that family religion throughout the churches is greatly neglected. There have been some accessions to several of the churches, but no large addition to any recorded, while some of the churches report depletion (by death & removals). One Ladies’ Missionary Society is reported having done much for the cause of missions. We regret there are not more such societies reported in connection with our churches. In one church only, special efforts are being made to impart religious instruc​tion to the colored race.







J. C. Carothers, M. I. K. Brown, Committee

The committee on the records of Mt Zion Church made the following report which was adopted, viz.: “The committee would call attention to the fact that the book containing the records for more than 4 years has never before been examined by Presbytery, and they further recommend the following minute: Presbytery would urge the Session of Mt Zion Church to exercise greater care in recording their minutes; and, in cases of discipline,

[52]

to record the several steps taken as well as the conclusions reached (see Langlis case, p. 3); and that the Clerk of Session be required to sign his name as such to the minutes of each meeting.”






J. D. McClintock & J. D. Hutchinson, committee

The same committee reported on the records of Bethsalem Church, which was adopted as follows—“The committee would call attention to the fact that the records have not been examined by Presbytery since April 1875. While Presbytery would not take exception to the minutes on account of bad orthography, it would recommend more care in this matter, especially in the writing of names.”

The Committee on Sabbath Schools made their report which was adopted, and ordered to be forwarded to the General Assembly.

Report on Sabbath Schools

“The Committee on Sabbath Schools would report that only ten (10) have sent up their reports, viz.: Aberdeen, Bethel, Bethsalem, Columbus, Friendship, Meridian, Louisville, Macon, Oak Grove & Starkville. Of the schools reported, seven (7) are under the care of the Session; two are not, and one does not state whether [it is] under the care of session or not. The following questions and answers are propounded and given—viz.: (1) Do your Pastor & Elders attend upon the services of the Sabbath school? Six answer yes; two, oc​casionally; & two—no answer. (2) Does your pastor preach regularly to the Sabbath school? Two answer yes; three, occasionally; three, in a general way; two, no answer. (3) Are the Confession of Faith & Catechisms taught in your school? Seven answer yes; one, no; and two give no answer. (4) Are the Children’s Friend & Earnest Worker 
[53]

taken in your schools? Four answer yes; four, no; & two give no answer. (5) Do your young people memorize the Scriptures? Seven answer yes; one no; & two give no ans​wer. (6) Which books of instruction do you use besides the Bible & the standards of the Church? Three use International Lessons; two, Union Question Book; one Barrus’s ques​tion book; one, no others; & two return no answer. (7) Has there been any special relig​ious interest in your school during the year? Eight report none; and two give no answer.








Respectfully submitted,







M. J. McLean, C. Bardwell, Committee.
Rev J. Bardwell & Elder M. I. K. Bowen were appointed a committee to select subjects for next Presbyterial Sermon and Conference and designate preacher & essayist.

The Committee on the Minutes of the General Assembly made the following report, which was adopted, viz.: “The Committee report that they have examined the Minutes of the Gen. Assembly, and made the following recommendations, injunctions & requests, and recommend that they be complied with, to wit: on p. 612, items 2 & 3 of report in reference to American Bible Society—On p. 619, Resolutions, 2, 3, 4, 5 of report of Standing Committee on Foreign Missions; On p. 628, Resolution 2 of report of Standing Committee on Sustentation; On p. 639, Recommendations 3 & 4 of Comm. on Book of Ch. Order; On p. 643, the admonition of Gen. Assembly to Pastors & Elders in reference to the Sabbath; On p. 645, Resolution 8 of report of Standing Comm. on Education; On p. 647, Recommendations 1, 2, 3, of Standing Comm. on Publication; On pp. 650, 651, Resolutions 1, 2, 3 of Assembly on Sabbath Schools.








Respectfully submitted,




       M. J. McLean, A. M. Dinsmore, J. D. Hutchinson, Committee.

Rev M. J. McLean obtained leave of absence from remaining sessions of Presbytery.

[54]

Rev J. C. Carothers requested a letter of dismission from this Presbytery to connect him​self with the Presbytery of North Mississippi. The request was granted and the Stated Clerk ordered to issue the proper testimonials. Presbytery then took recess till 3 ½ o’clock p.m.








3 ½ p.m.

Presbytery met and resumed business. The order of the day was the examination of Mr. T. M. Lowry with a view to his ordination, if the way be clear. The candidate was care​fully and minutely examined upon the several points prescribed in Form of Government Ch. XV, Sec XI. And the sermon preached by him on Thursday night from Rom. 8:1 (see p. 45), accepted as his trial sermon. The several parts of trial were unanimously sustained, and [it was] ordered that his ordination take place tonight. Rev J. C. Carothers was ap​pointed to preach the sermon and the Moderator preside, propound the constitutional ques​tions, & make the ordination prayer.

Bethsalem & Mt Zion Churches obtained permission to continue the services of Rev. M. J. McLean for the present year, the former church for ½ of his time at a salary of $350, and the latter for ¼ of his time, promising him $150.

Rev A. H. Barkley, Treasurer of Presbytery, presented his report, which was approved as follows, viz.: 

Treasurer’s Report Corrected and Amended. See Minutes Vol. VIII, p. 259 and 296.

Total balance on hand as per report April 1877, p. 259
$106.50

Total Amt. received per last report. See p. 296
              114.00

Total receipts present meeting, viz.: Presbyterial Tax 
      7.00





          Synodical Tax

    12.50
Carried forward





$240.00

[55]

Brought forward





$240.00

Total Amt received from last commissioner


      4.75

Total Amt of Commissioners’ Fund received at pres. mtg.        55.50 = $300.25


Corrected Disbursements—See Vol. VII, p. 296

1877

By Amt paid Treasurer of Synod

  $20.00

April 1878

          Clerk’s Salary


    12.50

May 1877
                      Commissioners

                62.55



                      Stated Clerk of Assembly
    30.00

May 1878

          Commissioners to Assembly
    94.95

Feb. 1879
                      Stated Clerk of Presbytery
      7.00



           Commissioner to Next Assembly
    60.25
$287.25


Total Balance on Hand



              $13.00








Respectfully submitted, 








A. H. Barkley, Treasurer






Presbytery then took recess till 7 ¼ o’clock p.m.








7 ¼ p.m.

Presbytery was called to order & proceeded to the services connected with the ordination of Mr T. M. Lowry. Rev J. C. Carothers preached the sermon, after which the Moderator announced to the congregation the several steps which had been taken, beginning with the licensure of the candidate by Bethel Presbytery, Synod of South Carolina, his transfer by letter to the care of this Presbytery, his preaching with acceptance to the Aberdeen Church for many months resulting in a call from that church, and his examination by this Presbytery with a view to his ordination, and his installation as Pastor of the Aberdeen Church. The Moderator then propounded to the candidate in the presence of Presbytery the constitutional questions prescribed in Form of Government, Ch. XV, Sec XI, ques​tions 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, which being answered in the affirmative Mr T. M. Lowry was then ordained to the full work of the gospel ministry by prayer and by the imposition of the hands of the Presbytery. The right hand of fellowship was then given by the members of Presbytery to the newly ordained minister, and his name was enrolled as a member of Presbytery

[56]

The following order was taken for the installation of Rev T. M. Lowry as Pastor of the Aberdeen Church on the 4th Sabbath of February 1879, viz.: Rev A. H. Barkley [to] pre​side, propound the constitutional [questions] & deliver the charge to the congregation; Rev J. D. McClintock [to] preach the sermon and Rev J. Bardwell [to] deliver the charge to the Pastor.

Presbytery then resumed the consideration of the Book of Church Order. The question was called on the motion to adopt. The ayes & noes were called for. The Stated Clerk was ordered to call the roll & record the vote which resulted in the adoption of the Book of Church Order by a vote of 12 to 2, viz.: Ayes: S. J. Love, S. R. Frierson, J. D. Mc​Clintock, Joseph Bardwell, J. C. Carothers, T. M. Lowry, M. I. K. Bowen, C. Bardwell, J. A. Orr, A. M. Dinsmore, J. W. Johnson [and] W. Stephenson—12. Noes: A. H. Barkley, and Scott Thompson—2. 

The Stated Clerk was ordered to make out two copies of the record of the vote just taken—one copy to be forwarded immediately by mail to the Stated Clerk of the General Assembly, and the other to be forwarded to the next Gen. Assembly in the usual way. The committee appointed to select subjects & designate preacher & essayist for the next Pres​byterial Sermon & Conference reported as subject for the sermon, “The Relation Be​tween Prayer & Alms Giving in Religious Worship,” and Rev J. A. Mecklin as prin​cipal and Rev T. M. Lowry, alternate, to preach the sermon. The subject for Presbyterial Con​ference, “Family Religion,” and James Carlisle, Esq. of Aberdeen, essayist, with Judge N. E. Goodman of Columbus, his alternate. 

[57]

The report was adopted. Presbytery directed Revs J. D. McClintock & T. M. Lowry to look after the interests of the West Point Church, and Rev A. H. Barkley those of Oko​lona Church, until some more permanent arrangements may be made by these churches to secure ministerial aids.

A vote of thanks was unanimously passed to the citizens of Columbus for their generous hospitality to the members of Presbytery and to the Methodist, Baptist, & Presbyterian (Cumberland) Churches for the use of their houses of worship on Sabbath.

The minutes of today’s proceedings were read and approved. There being no further busi​ness, Presbytery then adjourned to meet again in regular stated session, in Bethsalem Church, on Thursday before the first full moon in October next at 11 o’clock a.m. Closed with singing, prayer and the apostolic benediction.








Signed: A. H. Barkley, Moderator.









 J. C. Carothers, Tem. Clerk.

Attest: Joseph Bardwell, Stated Clerk.

Pro re nata Meeting








Enterprise, Miss.,








July 17, 1879.

Pursuant to a call (duly issued as required by Form of Gov., Ch. V, Sec VIII) made by the Moderator, Presbytery met in the Presbyterian Church at 10 o’clock a.m. In the absence of the Moderator, Rev. J. D. McClintock, D.D., the last Moderator present, took the chair and constituted Presbytery with prayer.

The roll was called and the following members were present: Rev J. D. McClintock, D.D., Rev S. J. Love, Rev T. M. Lowry, Rev J. W. Moseley, Rev J. Bardwell and Elder R. V. Love from the Enterprise Church.

A quorum being present, the Moderator stated the object of the meeting, as expressed in the call, to be the consideration of a call from the Enterprise Church to Mr W. G. Wood​bridge, and his ordination & installation as Pastor of the aforesaid Church, if the way be clear.

[58]

A call from the Enterprise Presbyterian Church for the pastoral services of Mr W. G. Wood​bridge, a licentiate of this Presbytery, was then presented, read and referred to a committee consisting of Revs J. W. Moseley and J. Bardwell. The committee reported the call to be in order and recommended that it be placed in the hands of Mr Woodbridge. The report was adopted, and the call placed in the hands of Mr Woodbridge. Mr Wood​bridge signified his acceptance of the call, and Presbytery proceeded to his exami​nation with a view to his ordination, if the way be clear. The hour of 11 o’clock being arrived, and a congregation assembled for public worship, the candidate was directed to deliver a sermon before Presbytery from I Cor. 15:22. 





After sermon Presbytery took recess till 3 o’clock p.m.








3 o’clock p.m.

Presbytery met and proceeded to the examination of the candidate. The examination ex​tended to such parts of trial as are required by [the] Book of Church Order (Ch. VI, Sec. V) until Presbytery became fully satisfied of his qualifications for the sacred office of the ministry. The several parts of trial were unanimously sustained, separately & as a whole, and it was ordered that the ordination of the candidate take place tonight at 8 o’clock, the Moderator to preside, preach the sermon, propound the constitutional questions & make the ordination prayer. The installation service was ordered to take place on the following Sabbath night at 8 o’clock, to be conducted by a committee, viz.: Rev S. J. Love [to] preside, preach the sermon & propound the constitutional questions to the pastor-elect, Rev J. Bardwell [to] deliver the charge

[59]

to the pastor, and Rev J. W. Moseley [to give] the charge to the congregation.






Presbytery then took recess till 8 o’clock tonight.








8 o’clock p.m.

Presbytery met & was called to order. Rev A. L. Kline, D.D., of the Presbytery of Central Mississippi, being present, was invited to sit as a corresponding member. The Moderator preached a sermon from Rev. 3:2, after which the candidate, Mr W. G. Woodbridge appeared before the pulpit and responded affirmatively to the following questions pro​pounded to him by the Moderator, viz.: Ch. VI, Sec. V, Questions 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7. Whereupon the candidate, Bro. W. G. Woodbridge was solemnly set apart to the full work of the gospel ministry by prayer and the imposition of the hands of the Presbytery. The name of Rev W. G. Woodbridge was then enrolled as a member of presbytery. 

The minutes were read and approved. Presbytery then adjourned to meet at Bethsalem Church, in Winston County, on Thursday before the first full moon in October next at 11 o’clock a.m. Closed with singing, prayer and the apostolic benediction.








Signed: J. D. McClintock, Moderator

Attest: Jos. Bardwell, Stated Clerk.
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Bethsalem Church,








October 23rd 1879

Pursuant to adjournment Presbytery met at 11 o’clock a.m., and was opened with a ser​mon by the Moderator, Rev A. H. Barkley from Psalm 17:1. After sermon Presbytery was constituted with prayer.

The roll was called and the following members were present:

Ministers


Ruling Elders



Churches

A. H. Barkley


T. L. Moore

from

Bethsalem Church

J. Bardwell, D.D.

W. R. Morrow



Carolina

T. M. Lowry


J. F. Smith



Good Hope

M. J. McLean


A. M. Dinsmore


Macon

O. H. P. Smyth

A. J. Caldwell



Mt Zion

Absentees

J. N. Carothers, S. R. Frierson, S. J. Love, J. A. Lyon, D.D., J. D. McClintock, D.D., J. A. Mecklin, J. W. Moseley, H. C. Smith, W. G. Woodbridge.

Rev T. M. Lowry was elected Moderator, and Rev A. H. Barkley, Temporary Clerk. The minutes of the pro re nata meetings of Presbytery were read, and also the Standing Rules. 







Presbytery took recess till 2 o’clock p.m.








2 o’clock p.m.

Presbytery met & resumed business. 

The Moderator announced the following committees:


Committee on Bills and Overtures,

Rev A. H. Barkley and Elder W. R. Morrow.

Judicial Committee,

Rev O. H. P. Smyth and Elder J. F. Smith.
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Committee on Devotional Exercises,

Rev M. J. McLean and Elder T. L. Moore.

Committee on Minutes of Gen. Assembly,

Rev J. Bardwell, D.D. and Elder T. L. Moore.

Committee on Minutes of Synod,

Rev A. H. Barkley and Elder A. J. Caldwell.

Committee on Narrative to Synod,

Rev J. A. Mecklin and Elder J. A. McRae

Committee on Assessments for Commissioners’ Fund,

Elders D. A. Graham and A. M. Dinsmore.

Also the same committee On Statistical Report to Synod.

Rev O. H. P. Smith assigned reasons for absence from last stated meeting of Presbytery which were sustained. A letter was received from Rev S. R. Frierson assigning reasons for absence from present meeting of Presbytery which were sustained, also a letter from Rev W. G. Woodbridge stating reasons for his absence from present session of Presby​tery, and he was excused. Satisfactory reasons were given for the absence of Rev H. C. Smith from present meeting of Presbytery.

Rev J. D. McClintock, D.D. and T. B. Bradford, Commissioners to the last Gen. As​sembly, reported attendance on the sessions of that body, and their fidelity was approved.


The committee appointed to install Rev T. M. Lowry as Pastor of the Aberdeen Church on the 4th Sabbath of February last, reported that they had discharged that duty as dir​ected. Also, the committee appointed to install Rev W. G. Woodbridge as Pastor of the Enterprise Church, on Sabbath night July the 20th/79, reported that that duty had been dis​charged as directed.

Rev J. Bardwell, D.D., Corresponding Member of Assembly’s Committee on Education presented the following report which was approved, and the recommendations therein adopted.

Report on Education.

By reference to our last report (see Minutes, p. 46) it will be
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seen that the debit of Presbytery at that time was 



$49.25.

In May following the sum of fifty dollars was sent to our Candidate, 

W. G. Woodbridge, to meet his traveling expenses.



  50.00

Total debit of Presbytery






$99.25

Per Contra

The following sums have been received:

1879
January 31st

From 
Knox Church


$6.00


February 1st

          
Mt Zion


  3.50


Sept. 23rd


Starkville


  3.85


Oct 12th


Good Hope


  6.00






Pisgah



  2.25

Oct 23rd 

Debit of Presbytery to date
          $77.65

In this connection the attention of Presbytery is called to a special fund pledged by a member of the churches at the meeting of Presbytery held at Scooba, Sept. 28, 1876 (see Minutes Vol. VIII, p. 226). Of this friend one hundred & ten dollars--$110.00 were col​lected and reported to Presbytery at its next stated meeting (see Minutes Vol. VIII, pp. 250 & 251). The special design of this fund was to refund certain monies advanced to a former candidate of this Presbytery by societies in Columbia and Charleston, S. C. From information received (it appeared that these societies did not ask a return of the money advanced to our candidate, but intended the same to be a donation to the cause of minis​ter​ial education). By referring to the reports of the chairman of your Committee on Edu​ca​tion it will be seen that the [collections?] of the churches for the cause of Education have not met the demands of Presbytery’s candidate during the past two years or more, and it was only by drawing from this special fund that your committee has been able to meet current expenses. By design this fund of $110 has not been included in the report of your committee since April 1877. It has been held & used as a [reserved?] fund. This is now brought forward & included in this report. By deducting debit of $77.25, we have a balance of $32.35
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It is recommended that twenty-five dollars of this amount be paid to a generous-hearted elder of a sister Presbytery who, to the personal knowledge of your committee has advanced from time to time money to meet the responsibilities of our late candidate.

The attention of Presbytery is further called to an assessment made on the churches for the cause of Education in April 1878, to which the following churches have responded in full, viz.: Bethsalem, Mt Zion, DeKalb, Knox, Wahalak, Buena Vista, Hamilton, Good Hope & Starkville. The churches which have paid in part are: Columbus, Meridian, Caro​lina, Bethel, Crawfordville, Garlandsville, Louisville, Houston, Friendship & Pisgah. No response at all has been made by the other churches of Presbytery. After giving credit for the amounts paid to the several churches enumerated as paying in part, the following ex​hibit will show the assessment as it now stands against the churches, viz.:

Columbus, still due

$11.90

Montrose

$3.00

Meridian


    2.00

Newton

  3.00

Carolina

  
    4.00

Oak Grove

  5.00

Crawfordville


    2.00

Okolona

10.00

Bethel



    3.00

Pendleton

  3.00

Louisville


    1.00

Perkinsville

  3.00

Friendship


    7.00

Pleasant Springs
  2.00

Houston


    2.00

Philadelphus

  3.00

Garlandsville


    2.00

Shiloh


  3.00

Pisgah



    2.75

Smyrna

  3.00

Aberdeen


  10.00

Toomsuba

  3.00

Beersheba


    2.00

Unity


  5.00

Centre Point


    5.00

West Point

  3.00
Enterprise


    5.00




49.00

Lawrence


    3.00



         + 74.75
Lebanon


    5.00



        $123.75

Macon



    7.50




$74.75
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It is recommended that the foregoing assessment be continued, or rather renewed, with the following amendments, viz.: That the amt. assessed on the Okolona Church be re​duced from $10.00 to $5.00, that on Macon, from $7.50 to $5.00, and that on Centre Point, from $5.00 to $2.50; and that the above named churches against whom these as​sessments lie be earnestly requested to consider their obligation to the cause of Edu​cation as involved in this assessment, as also the continued claim of this cause upon all the churches for their prayers & liberal support. All of which is respectfully submitted.








Joseph Bardwell, Chairman &c.

The corresponding member of Assembly’s Committee on Publication made the following report which was approved and is as follows, viz.:

Report on Publication

1879
January 30th
Received from Bethel Church

$1.00


February 26th


Aberdeen

  5.60


Sept 30


Starkville

  4.20 + $10.80

Forwarded to Rev J. K. Hazen, Treasurer, Richmond, Va.


March 27





$6.60


Oct 2






  4.20
= $10.80








Jno D. McClintock, Cor. Member of








  Assembly’s Com. on Publication.

The corresponding member of Assembly’s Committee on For. Missions submitted the following report which was approved:

(see next page)
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1879



  Report on Foreign Missions


January 31
Received per former Cor. Mem., Rev J. C. Carothers




From 
Friendship Church



$1.00





Houston




  1.00





Buena Vista




  3.00





Knox





  6.00=$11.00


Feb 1st 


Bethsalem





   2.00


Feb 4th 

Ladies’ Miss. Society of Columbus Ch

   8.00



March 1st

Ladies’ Miss. Society of Columbus Ch

   8.00


March 26

Ladies’ Miss. Society of Columbus Ch

   8.00





Mrs E. G. O. of Columbus Ch


 10.00


April 30

Ladies’ Miss. Society of Columbus Ch

   8.00


May 12

Columbus Church




 16.00


June 14

Aberdeen Church



 
 16.70


June 28

Ladies’ Miss. Society of Columbus Ch

 16.00





Ladies’ Miss. Society of Columbus Ch

   4.00


July 1st


Ladies’ Miss. Society of Columbus Ch

   4.00


July 8th


a member of Columbus Church


   1.00


July 10th

a member of Columbus Church


   5.00





a member of Columbus Church


   5.00


Aug 18th

a member of Columbus Church


     .75


Sept 18th

Ladies’ Miss. Society of Columbus Ch

 26.00


Sept 30th

Starkville Church



 
 15.45


Oct 1st


Ladies’ Miss. Society of Columbus Ch

 10.00


Oct 8th


Starkville Church




 10.00










         $184.90

Per Contra

1879
Feb 5th 

Forward to Dr R. McIlwaine—Baltimore
          $21.00


March 1st








  8.00


March 27th








18.00


May 1st








  8.00


May 17th








16.00


June 16th








16.70


June 28th








24.00


July 16th








11.00










          122.70
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Amount received brought forward $184.90

1879


Amt. forwarded to R. McIlwaine—Baltimore
       $122.70



Sept 18th 







           26.75


Oct 2nd 







           25.45


Oct 8th 








           10.00










       $184.90

In connection with one of these private donations was also a gift of $10.00 (March 26), a thank-offering for sustentation, which was forwarded also to Dr McIlwaine, Treasurer-making a total of $194.90 received and forwarded to the Treasurer at Baltimore.








J. D. McClintock






Cor. Mem. Assembly’s Com. on For. Missions.

Permission was given to the Oak Grove Church to continue the services of Rev J. D. West of the Chickasaw Presbytery for the next six months.

Macon Church obtained permission to employ Rev A. H. Barkley ½ of his time until first of January next at the sum of one hundred dollars.

It was ordered that the Presbyterial Sermon be preached at 11 o’clock Saturday morning, and the Presbyterial Conference be held at 3 o’clock p.m. of same day.

It was further ordered that the reading of the Narratives on the State of Religion be made the first order of the day for Friday. Presbytery then adjourned till 9 o’clock Friday morn​ing.








Closed with prayer.








Friday morning, 9 o’clock

Presbytery met and was opened with prayer. Half an hour was spent in devotional exer​cises, after which business was resumed. The minutes of yesterday were read & ap​pro​ved.

Rev J. A. Mecklin appeared & gave satisfactory reasons for tardiness. Elder James A. Love of the Lebanon Church appeared & his name was enrolled.
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Presbytery then proceeded to the order of the day, the reading of narratives from the churches on the state of religion, and the following churches presented written narratives which were read & referred to the Committee on the Narrative to Synod, viz.: Aberdeen, Bethsalem, Carolina, DeKalb, Columbus, Crawfordville, Good Hope, Lebanon, Louis​ville, Macon, Mt Zion, Meridian & Enterprise.

Rev J. A. Mecklin assigned reasons for absence from last stated meeting of Presbytery which were sustained.






       Presbytery then took recess till 2 o’clock p.m.








2 o’clock p.m.

Presbytery met & resumed business. Permission was given to Lebanon Church to employ Rev J. A. Mecklin ½ of his time for the next six months at a salary of $250.00 per annum.

Rev J. A. Mecklin asked & obtained permission of Presbytery to engage in teaching in connection with his ministerial labors.

The committee on Assessment for Commissioners’ Fund made the following report which was adopted:

Assessment for Commissioners’ Fund

Aberdeen

$10.00

Houston
$5.00

Unity

$2.00

Beersheba

    2.50

Knox

  6.25

Wahalak
  5.00

Bethsalem

    7.50

Lawrence
  4.00

West Point
  2.00

Buena Vista

    5.00

Lebanon
  4.00

Mt Zion
  4.00
Bethel


    4.00

Louisville
  3.00



13.00

Carolina

    2.50

Macon

  5.00



89.00

Centre Point

    2.50

Meridian
10.00



66.75
Columbus

  20.00

Montrose
  2.50

           Total $168.75

Crawfordville

    5.00

Pendleton
  2.50

DeKalb

    5.00

Pisgah

  2.50

Enterprise

    5.00

Philadelphia
  2.50

Respectfully submitted,

Enon


    2.50

Okolona
  5.00

Friendship

    7.50

Oak Grove
  4.00

A. M. Dinsmore

Garlandsville

    2.50

Salem

  2.00

D. A. Graham, Comm.

Good Hope

    5.00

Smyrna
  2.00

Hamilton

    2.50

Starkville
  6.50



$89.00



66.75
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Starkville was selected as the place for the next stated meeting of Presbytery.

Rev A. H. Barkley and Elder A. M. Dinsmore were appointed a committee to select sub​jects, preacher & essayist for next Presbyterial Sermon & Conference.

On motion of Rev M. J. McLean, Perkinsville Church was dissolved and the names of its members ordered to be transferred to the Louisville Church, except those of J. M. Ware & family, to be transferred to the Starkville Church.

Standing Rule No. 5 was suspended, and it was ordered that the Presbyterial Sermon for the present meeting of Presbytery be omitted, and the same subject & minister be con​tin​ued for the next stated meeting of Presbytery. See p. 56.

Rev T. M. Lowry reported that he had visited the West Point Church as ordered by Pres​bytery, preached several days & installed an Elder received from another church & elected to that office in this church and also received several members into the com​munion of the Church. His report was approved.

Rev A. H. Barkley reported that he obeyed the injunction of Presbytery in reference to visiting the Knox Church, p. 45, but for reasons he deemed sufficient, which he stated to Presbytery, he had not visited the Okolona Church. Report approved.





Presbytery then adjourned till 9 o’clock a.m., Saturday.








Saturday morning, 9 o’clock.

Presbytery met and was constituted with prayer. Members present as on yesterday. After half an hour spent in devotional exercises, Presbytery resumed business. The minutes of yes​terday were read and approved.

Mr A. B. Coit, a licentiate of West Hanover, presented a certificate from that Presbytery dismissing him
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to this Presbytery, and he was accordingly received under the care of Presbytery.

The Corresponding Member of the Assembly’s Committee on Home Missions presented the following report which was approved:

Report on Home Missions

Exhibit

1879

p. 47

Total balance on hand as per last report


$57.69

January 31st
Total amount received from 
Louisville Church

    5.00

Feb. 1st





Mt Zion


    2.00







Bethsalem


    5.00







Hamilton


    2.50

Oct 13th




Good Hope


    4.65







Pisgah



    1.00

Oct 24th




Mt Zion


    1.50









            $79.34

Evangelistic Fund

1879



p. 47

Total balance on hand as per last report


$18.50

Feb 1st

Total amount received from
Bethel Church


    2.50

Sept 10th




Meridian 


  10.00

Sept 25th




Columbus


  22.80







Starkville


    2.25







Garlandsville


    2.25

Oct 13th




Sundry persons

    2.25







Lawrence


    1.25










$61.80

Invalid Fund

1879

Total balance on hand as per last report


$21.35

Sept 10th 
Total amount received from 
Meridian Church

  10.00

Sept 25th 




Starkville


    2.90










$34.25

Per Contra

By amount forwarded to Dr R. M. McIlwain for Home Missions

$79.34







for Evangelistic Fund

  61.80







for Invalid Fund

  34.25

Total amount forwarded




          $175.39

[70]

During the current year $225.00 have been appropriated by the Assembly’s Committee on Home Missions to aid weak churches in our Presbytery in sustaining the ministrations of the Word among them, viz.: to Rev J. W. Moseley and $25.00 to Rev W. G. Wood​bridge. Also $150.00 from the Invalid Fund, viz.: each to three widows of deceased min​is​ters of this Presbytery. The above sums have been distributed to the parties for whom they were intended & receipts taken for the same.

Plan for Grouping the Churches.

The following plan for grouping our vacant and partially supplied churches so as to se​cure harmony & concert of action among them in maintaining the ministry of the Word is respectfully submitted to the earnest consideration of Presbytery. Commencing with the north​ern portion of our territory, it is recommended that Okolona and West Point Churches constitute group No. 1. No. 2—consist of Starkville & Bethel Churches. No. 3—Macon, Crawfordville and Centre Point. No. 4—Knox, Wahalak and DeKalb. No. 5—Lawrence, Newton, Garlandsville and Montrose. No. 6—Good Hope, Pisgah, Pen​dleton & Paulding. No. 7—Enon, Salem, & Vernal, soon to be organized.

This grouping is not perfect, & it may become necessary hereafter to make some changes in it. It will also be observed that some of the vacant churches are not included in this plan. Their omission seems to be a necessity for the present, which it is hoped may be rectified in the course of time. According to the plan suggested we have seven distinct groups which furnish important fields of labor, and which, with proper effort and
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such aid as can be obtained from the Assembly’s Committee on Home Missions, may, in a short time, be made self-sustaining. It is recommended that Presbytery adopt this group​ing of the churches, and interpose its authority, not in the way of dictation, but of super​vis​ory control & direction, to effect this unity & concert of action so important & essen​tial to the successful prosecution of our Presbyterial work; and to this end that, it ear​nestly enjoin upon the churches in these several groups that, in seeking to obtain minis​terial supplies, they consult the other churches in their respective groups, and, if possible, secure unity of action among themselves.








Respectfully submitted,

Joseph Bardwell, Corresponding Member of Assembly’s Committee on Home Missions.

The foregoing plan for grouping the churches, & the recommendations of the Corres​pond​ing Member of the Assembly’s Committee on Home Missions were unanimously adopted by Presbytery.

The Committee on the Minutes of the General Assembly made the following report which was adopted, viz.:

The Committee on the Minutes of the Gen. Assembly would report that they have exam​ined the same and would call the attention of Presbytery to the following items—

(1) To the general subject of systematic Christian beneficence on pp. 34 & 5, and would ear​nestly enjoin upon all our churches a faithful observance of the duty as required by our Standing Rule No. 10. 

(2) The subject of Education & the recommendations of the Gen. Assembly found on pp. 37 & 8. 

(3) The sanctification of the Sabbath, p. 46. In connection with this subject, your com​mittee would recommend the appointment of a Presbyterial Com​mittee consisting of Rev J. D. McClintock, D.D., Revs A. H. Barkley & T. M. Lowry and Elders N. E. Goodwin & James Carlisle, to act in concert with the Assembly’s Committee on this subject, of which Rev James Stacy, D.D., of Newnan, Ga., is chair​man.
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(4) The recommendations of the Gen. Assembly in reference to the cause of Publication, see Minutes, p. 48. 

(5) The recommendations of the Assembly on Home Missions, see p. 50. 

(6) The Institute at Tuscaloosa for training a colored ministry, p. 51. 

(7) The cause of Foreign Missions & the Assembly’s earnest injunction &c, p. 54. 

These several subjects should be earnestly & prayerfully considered by all the members of our churches, and Presbytery should enjoin the duty with repeated emphasis upon every minister & elder in our bounds to see to it that these several causes are pressed home upon the heart & conscience of every member of the Church as opportunity may offer.








Jos. Bardwell, Chairman.

The Committee on the Minutes of Synod made the following report which was adopted:

The Committee would call the attention of Presbytery to the recommendations of Synod on p. 10 of Minutes, to promote the interests of religion among our churches:

1st. Synod recommends that, to the accomplishment of this purpose, the Presbyteries re​quest the Church Sessions under their care to acquaint themselves with, & to consider carefully the proceedings of their respective Presbyteries, of the Synod & of the General Assembly.

2nd. The Synod also recommends that the Church Sessions shall report to Presbytery in writing at the stated meetings, how far they have complied with this recommendation.

3rd. The Synod also enjoins upon Presbyteries to report to Synod annually in their narra​tives how far this recommendation has been complied with by the Churches.








Respectfully submitted,







A. H. Barkley, A. M. Dinsmore, Committee.






          Presbytery then took recess till 2 o’clock p.m.








2 o’clock p.m.

Presbytery met and resumed business. The Stated clerk having informed Presbytery that he had procured a new Record
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Book, and in obedience to the order of Presbytery had printed the Standing Rules  200 copies of them—on motion the Treasurer was instructed to reimburse the Stated Clerk out of any monies in his hands not otherwise disposed of.

The Treasurer submitted his report which was approved, and is as follows:

The Treasurer would report to the Presbytery that since the last meeting he has received the following sums:

From Rev J. D. McClintock a balance of Commissioner’s fund
$6.00

From Bethsalem Church for Commissioners’ Fund


  7.00

For Presbyterial Tax






  5.00

For Printing Standing Rules of Presbytery



  1.45

For Synodical Tax






120.00

Balance on hand per last report




  13.00









$52.45

Disbursements

For Stated Clerk’s Salary





  $5.00

For amt. pd. for printing Standing Rules



    1.45

For amt pd Stated Clerk for Record Book & Printing Standing Rules   7.30
Balance on hand






$38.70








Respectfully submitted,








A. H. Barkley, Treasurer.

The following paper, submitted by Rev J. Bardwell, was unanimously adopted, as fol​lows:

Whereas the Synod of Mississippi, of which this Presbytery is a constituent part, has est​ab​lished and is maintaining in successful operation, a depository of the books of our Church and a religious newspaper for the dissemination of a sound religious literature, therefore, Resolved That Presbytery would earnestly call the attention of all our churches to these important enterprises of Synod as having a strong claim upon their confidence, their prayers & their patronage. And as the paper, known as the South-Western Pres​by​terian,
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is the recognized organ of Synod, it is of the highest importance to our efficiency as a Synod & as a Presbytery, that it shall be disseminated among all our churches. Presbytery would, therefore, earnestly call upon all our ministers, elders and deacons to place it, so far as they can, in the hands of our entire membership.

The Rev J. A. Mecklin, chairman of the Committee on the Narrative to Synod presented the following Narrative which was adopted and ordered to be forwarded to Synod, as fol​lows:

Your committee respectfully submit the following report. Narratives from thirteen churches have been placed in our hands. Twenty-eight churches have made no report, and we are therefore ignorant of the state of religion in a large portion of our territory. Most of these churches are without a regular ministry, and it is not probable that there is in them much zeal in the work of the Church, or much growth in spirituality. It is rather to be feared that they are becoming weak & disorganized. One church has been by you, dis​solved at this session and doubtless there are others which ought to be dissolved. Our min​isters cannot supply these vacant churches. They cannot themselves support the min​istry of the Word among them. And in the face of these facts, discouragement & de​spond​ency have almost paralyzed their efforts. Another feature presented in several nar​ratives ought to awaken serious attention—the small number of accessions to the Church. One church reports as high as fifteen or twenty; others report five, three & one, and some report none. Aware that our branch of the Church grows from within rather than from without, it still gives solemn pause to find that probably not more than fifty additions have been made during the year, to the forty-one (41) churches in our Presbytery. Still ano​ther discouraging fea​ture confronts us—the 
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lack of serious attention to family religion. Every church reports some neglect and the impression grows on us, that it is attended to, if at all, by most of the heads of families in an indifferent & [indecipherable word] manner. The crumbling hearth-stone altars are not only sad but ominous ruins. They warn us of godless children, or careless & worldly churches, and the abandonment of the peculiar work of the Presbyterian Church. But our hearts take courage when we look at other features—that there is an increased vigor & earnestness in the ministry, as well as reviving zeal in the membership as evidenced by the unanimous reports of regular, increased, serious attendance upon the public services of God’s House. Such a state of things indicates that the people are at least in the sway the Lord’s blessing.

Again, we find that wherever it is possible prayer-meetings are organized & regularly & fully attended. Surely, when the church turns to god in prayer the God of grace is not far away. Again, Sabbath schools have sprung up in many congregations hitherto careless in this branch of Christian effort. This together with an almost universal testimony that the children are taught the Shorter Catechism, relieves, in a large measure, the fear we would otherwise have of lack in the training of the young. Again, we are told over & over again that the Sabbath is observed with something of old time solemnity, though some confess neglect. We place with this the gratifying fact that intemperance is almost unknown among the membership of our churches; while the fascinations of sinful amusements seem to have lost much of their power among us. In a word, there is abundant evidence that our people are walking in the way of God’s commandments with reasonable consist​ency. 

Again, about 24 out of our 42 churches are supplied
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regularly with preaching, and the ministers & elders in many of these churches seem hope​ful that God’s Spirit is present in the congregations. Still no very marked awa​ken​ings are reported anywhere. Again, the growing interest in the cause of bene​fi​cence among a few of our churches stirs our hearts with vigorous hopes. One church, Colum​bus, reports $227.00 as raised by the ladies’ Miss. Society. One, Meridian, has lately adopted, with encouraging success, the envelope system & by weekly con​trib​u​​tions, con​ducts its financial schemes. All reporting churches contribute to different causes. The sal​a​ries of our ministers are better paid up than usual. Thus we feel en​couraged that as we bring our tithes into the storehouse the Lord will pour us out a blessing. We believe that the church is awakening to her duty and that great things are in store for us not far off. What we need now is a new girding of ourselves to the work, a more entire consecration, and the [indecipherable word] outstretching of the hands of prayer. May the blessing soon come.








Respectfully submitted,








Jas. A. Mecklin, Chair, Comm.

The hour for the order of the day having arrived, the Presbyterial Conference was opened with a deeply interesting essay prepared by Elder N. E. Goodwin of Columbus, read in his absence by the Stated Clerk. The subject of Conference was Family Religion. After the reading of the essay the roll was called & several members of Presbytery took part in the conference.

The committee appointed to select subjects, preacher & essayist for next Presbyterial Sermon & Conference reported, recommending the continuance of the same subject & preacher for the sermon-see p. 68, and that the subject for next conference be “The Grace of Giving & the Duty of Serving God with our Substance,” & the essayist, Col. J. F. Smith of Good Hope Church, with F. B. Bradford, alternate.
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A petition was received from some 46 Presbyterians living near Vernal in Greene County praying to be organized into a Presbyterian Church, and the following committee was appointed, consisting of Rev Joseph Bardwell & H. C. Smith and Elder [blank space left for name] with instructions to visit said neighborhood at their convenience & organize the petitioners into a Presbyterian Church, if the way be clear.

The committee on the Statistical Report to Synod presented the following report which was adopted & ordered to be forwarded to Synod. The Presbytery of Tombeckbee con​sists of 14 ministers and 41 churches. Two ministers were ordained & installed as pastors during the year. One pastoral relation dissolved & the minister dismissed to another Pres​bytery. No deaths among our ministers since our last annual report. The Presbytery holds its next stated meeting in Starkville, Miss., on Thursday before the first full moon in April 1880, at 11 o’clock a.m.








D. A. Graham, A. M. Dinsmore,








Committee

A resolution of thanks was passed to the citizens of the community for their generous hospitality extended to the members of Presbytery during their sojourn among them. 

The minutes of today’s sessions were read and approved. On motion Presbytery ad​journed to meet at the call of the Moderator or in case of his absence, of the Stated Clerk, during the sessions of synod in Brandon, in December next. 

Closed with singing, prayer and the Apostolic Benediction.








T. M. Lowry, Moderator








A. H. Barkley, Tem. Clerk.

Attest:

Joseph Bardwell, Stated Clerk.

Examined in Synod at Brandon, Dec. 6. 1879, and approved as far as written, 

viz.: to p. 77.







[Moderator’s signature indecipherable.]
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Adjourned Meeting








Brandon, Miss., Dec. 4th 1879

Presbytery met, pursuant to adjournment, at the call of the Moderator during the session of Synod, and was constituted with prayer. 

Members Present

Ministers


Elders




Churches

T. M. Lowry


T. B. Bradford

from

Columbus Church

O. H. P. Smyth

A. McCallum



Pisgah

H. C. Smith


J. F. Smith



Good Hope

J. W. Moseley


T. L. Moore



Bethsalem

A. H. Barkley


J. J. Armistead



Lawrence

M. J. McLean

J. A. Mecklin

J. N. Carothers

W. G. Woodbridge

J. D. McClintock, D.D.

Jos. Bardwell, D.D.

On motion by J. Bardwell Shiloh Church near Shuqualak was dissolved, the name of Horatio Bardwell was ordered to be transferred to the Meridian Church with his baptized child; T. S. Tyson & wife S. D. Tyson, with their baptized children transferred to the Ma​con Church, and T. S. Tyson authorized & instructed to give certificates of mem​ber​ship to the other members to unite with such churches as they may elect.





Presbytery then took recess till after public worship tonight.

After public worship at night Presbytery met. Permission was given to Bethel Church to employ the services of Rev W. G. Woodbridge ¼ of his time until next stated meeting of Presbytery, if the way be clear, at such salary as may be agreed upon between them.

Presbytery adjourned, with prayer, to meet the following
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day at the call of the Moderator.








Friday, Dec. 5th 1879

Presbytery convened at the call of the Moderator, and was opened with prayer, present as on yesterday.
Rev J. N. Carothers gave reasons for his absence from last stated meeting of Presbytery which were sustained.

Permission was given to the Philadelphus Church to employ Rev W. G. Woodbridge ¼ of his time for 12 months beginning last October at a salary of $100.00.

The following paper presented by Elder J. F. Smith was adopted, viz.: Resolved, That the resolution adopted by Presbytery at its late fall meeting at Bethsalem Church, grouping certain churches, be and the same is hereby rescinded so far as it refers to the churches of Paulding, Pisgah, Pendleton and Good Hope, and that Good Hope Church have per​mission to employ the Rev H. C. Smith until the next fall meeting of Presbytery for such portion of his time & at such salary as may be mutually satisfactory, and further, that Rev H. C. Smith have permission to engage in teaching in connection with his min​isterial work.

On motion it was ordered that a committee consisting of Revs W. G. Woodbridge & J. Bardwell and Elder D. D. McLaurin be appointed to visit & look into the condition of the Paulding Church, and report thereon at the next meeting of Presbytery.

The minutes of the present meeting were read & approved. Presbytery then adjourned with prayer to meet again in Starkville on Thursday before the first full moon in April 1880, at 11 o’clock a.m.







Signed: T. M. Lowry, Moderator

Attest:
Joseph Bardwell, Stated Clerk.
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Starkville, Miss.








April 22nd 1880

Presbytery met at 11 o’clock a.m. and after sermon by Moderator, was constituted with prayer.

The roll was called and the following members found to be present:

Ministers: J. N. Carothers, S. R. Frierson, A. H. Barkley, J. D. McClintock, T. M. Lowry, J. A. Mecklin, J. W. Moseley, W. G. Woodbridge, Jos. Bardwell.

Ruling Elders:

T. B. Bradford



from


Columbus Church

W. A. McMillan





Aberdeen

A. V. Gusman






Enterprise

Dr W. N. Ames





Starkville

Scott Thompson





Crawfordville

D. W. Hamiter






Macon

R. F. Houston






Meridian

S. R. Boyd






Lebanon

Allen White






Houston

M. W. Peden






Friendship

Dr J. Y. Parker





Buena Vista

W. D. McJunkin





Oak Grove

Ministers Absent: J. A. Lyon, D.D., S. J. Love, H. C. Smith, O. H. P. Smyth, M. J. McLean.

Rev J. A. Mecklin was elected Moderator and Rev T. M. Lowry Temporary Clerk.






Presbytery then took recess till 2 ½ o’clock p.m.








2 ½ p.m.

Presbytery met & resumed business. The minutes of the last stated & the adjourned meetings of Presbytery were read. On motion Standing Rule 15 was suspended & the reading of the Standing Rules dispensed with.

Rev J. W. Lorance of the M. E. Church South and Rev E. Redus of the Baptist Church were invited to sit as visiting members.

A committee of three was appointed on leave
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of absence, viz.: J. W. Moseley, D. W. Hamiter and Scott Thompson.

Committee appointed at last meeting of Presbytery to organize a church at Vernal in Greene County if the way be clear reported through the chairman that they had dis​charged that duty & organized a church at the aforesaid place with four elders, two dea​cons and fifty-eight members. The name of the Church was Vernal. The report was ap​proved and the name of the church enrolled.

The committee appointed at last stated meeting to visit Paulding Church & inquire into its condition, reported that they had not visited the church, owing to the fact ascertained that the church was now regularly supplied with the ministration of the Word. The report was approved and the committee discharged.

Permission was given to Garlandsville, Pisgah, Pendleton & Montrose Churches to em​ploy Rev J. W. Moseley, each ¼ of his time for the next 12 months, promising him [line following is blank].

Philadelphus Church obtained permission to employ Rev W. G. Woodbridge ¼ of his time for next 12 months at a salary of $100, & his traveling expenses, also Bethel Church to employ Rev W. G. Woodbridge ¼ of his time for next 12 months at a salary of $200.00.

Oak Grove Church obtained permission to employ Rev J. D. West of Chickasaw Pres​bytery ½ of his time for the next six months for $150.

The Committee on The Sabbath, appointed at last stated meeting of presbytery, presented the following report which was read & unanimously adopted, viz.: 

“The Committee on the Sabbath appointed in accordance with the recommendation of the General Assembly (Minutes of 1879, page 46, Res. 3rd) to cooperate with the Assembly’s Committee respectfully report:
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About the 1st of Feb. 1880 your committee issued a circular letter which was sent to all our ministers & sessions, also to ministers & members of other churches in all parts of the territory included within the bounds of this Presbytery, asking for information on the following points—(1) How the Sabbath is now observed in the respective communities by the masses? (2) By professing Christians? (3) What proportion of the population attend public worship? (4) Whether or not the laws against Sabbath desecration are en​forced? (5) And if public sentiment is in favor of a proper observance of the Sabbath? 

Answers have been received from almost all parts of the field and reveal facts both grati​fying & discouraging. From these letters we learn that there is a general cessation from worldly business on the Sabbath, that the laws of the land are generally complied with by our people, and that a majority of the white population are attendants on some place of public worship, and that public sentiment is in favor of upholding the laws protecting the Sabbath, if not in favor of the Scriptural observance of it.

The same reports show great negligence on the part of professing Christians of every name, in observing the divine command: Remember the Sabbath Day, to keep it holy. That with many of them it is a day of recreation rather than of worship; that the secular papers are read more than the Scriptures; and that family religious instruction on that day is sadly neglected. One of the great & growing evils now among professing Christians & their families is that of making the Sabbath a day for social visiting. Another is the habit of traveling on that day. Many do not hesitate to start or continue on journeys on that day when there is no need of their so doing. One great cause of Sabbath desecration is the disregard of all laws, human & divine, touching the Sabbath by the railroad corporations, where trains are run and where employees are compelled to labor on the Sabbath as on other days. In views of these facts your committee
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recommend the following action: That Presbytery issue a Pastoral letter, which shall be read to all our congregations setting forth the duty of all Christians to testify by their walk & conversation against the growing neglect of God’s laws concerning the Sabbath, and in favor of the Scriptural observance of it. That they be reminded of a fact which many seem to have overlooked, that the violation of the 4th Commandment is as great a sin in the sight of God as the violation of any other command of the Decalogue.  That our peo​ple be urged to greater diligence in seeking to promote the cause of Christianity in their respective communities by themselves abstaining from all appearance of Sabbath read​ing, by avoiding all secular pursuits & pleasures on that day, and, so far as they may be able, by regular attendance on public worship. That they be particularly reminded of the sin & the scandal they bring upon the church by Sunday traveling & Sunday visiting. That Christian parents be reminded of their duty to teach their children to obey the law of God. That all our ministers be directed to remind the people that sin is the transgression of the law; and that the same law which forbids idolatry, false testimony, theft & murder, re​quires us to ‘Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.’ That the Committee on the Sabbath be directed to seek the cooperation of all Christians & of all law-abiding citizens in securing the enforcement of existing laws, and, if need be, endeavor to secure such legislation as will prohibit the running of freight trains in the state on the Sabbath. That this committee consider the expediency of asking the Legislature of our State to change the law requiring all our civil courts to meet on Monday. The present law, if it does not make Sunday traveling necessary, furnishes a plausible excuse for all having business at court, to travel to the courthouse on the Sabbath Day. We have reason to believe that a large number of the lawyers & their families would favor this change. That a copy of this action be forwarded to the chairman of Synod’s Committee & also to the Chairman of the Assembly’s Committee on the Sabbath.








  Respectfully submitted,






       J. D. McClintock, T. M. Lowry, A. H. Barkley,









Committee.
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Rev. J. C. Carothers of the Presbytery of North Mississippi being present was cordially invited to sit as a corresponding member of Presbytery, also the Rev D. Pressley of the Associate Reformed Church.

Moderator then announced the following committees:

Committee on Bills & Overtures:

T. M. Lowry, A. H. Barkley, S. R. Boyd, & T. B. Bradford.

Judicial Committee:

J. D. McClintock, J. Bardwell, D. W. Hamiter & W. N. Ames.

Committee on Narrative,

J. W. Moseley and Scott Thompson.

Committee on Sabbath Schools:

W. G. Woodbridge and Dr J. T. Parker.

Systematic Benevolence:

Rev. J. N. Carothers and M. W. Peden.

Com. on Minutes of Synod:

A. V. Gusman and W. A. McMillan.

Committees on Church Records:

On records of Hamilton, Knox, DeKalb, Garlandsville, Good Hope, Columbus, Carolina, Centre Point, Aberdeen and Enterprise Churches—J. N. Carothers & R. F. Houston.

On records of Okolona, Pendleton, Pleasant Springs, Pisgah, Philadelphus, Meridian, Leb​anon and Friendship Churches, also Smyrna, Unity, Bethel, Toomsuba, Wahalak, West Point, Houston, Oak Grove and Buena Vista—A. H. Barkley & D. W. Hamiter.

On records of Crawfordville, Macon, Louisville, Mt Zion, Bethsalem, Lawrence, New​ton, Beersheba, Lauderdale, Enon, Montrose, Paulding, & Salem—W. G. Woodbridge and S. R. Boyd.

Committee on Devotional Exercises:

Rev S. R. Frierson and Dr W. M. Ames.

It was made the first order of the day for Friday to receive narratives & statistical reports
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from the churches.

The Corresponding Member of the Executive Committee of Publication presented a re​port which was approved and is as follows:

Received for the cause of Publication since last report (Oct 23, 1879):

1880

Feb. 24
From Dr J. D. Hutchinson of the Hamilton Ch.

$5.00

March 10
From the Philadelphus Church



  1.00

March 22

   Aberdeen Church




15.00

March 25

   Meridian





10.00




   Vernal





  5.00




   Columbus





12.00

April 6


   Philadelphus Church, additional


  1.00

April 8


   Starkville





12.30








                      $61.30

Forwarded to Dr Jas K. Hazen, Secretary and Treasurer of Ex. Comm. at Richmond, Va.

1880

March 25th

$48.00

April 6th

    1.00

April 8th

  12.30



$61.30








J. D. McClintock, Cor. Member of







               Exec. Comm. of Publication

The same, as Corresponding Member of Executive Committee on Foreign Missions pre​sented the following report which was approved:

Report on Foreign Missions

Received for Foreign Missions since last report (Oct 23, ’79):

Oct 29, 1879
From the Ladies’ Missionary Society of the 





Columbus Church



$10.00

Dec 5, 1879
From    Bethsalem Church




    5.00




Friendship Church




    1.65




Houston Church




    1.65



Ladies’ Miss. Society, Columbus Church


  10.00

Dec. 31
Ladies’ Miss. Society, Columbus Church


  10.00

Feb. 25
Ladies’ Miss. Society, Columbus Church


  10.00

April 1

Ladies’ Miss. Society, Columbus Church


  10.00










$68.80
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Forwarded to Rev Dr J. McIlwaine, Treasurer at Baltimore, 

Oct 30, 1879

$10.00

Dec 12


  18.30

January 6, 1880
  10.00

Feb. 4


  10.00

March 2

  10.00

April 5


  10.00



$68.30

Balance on hand
50 cents.

Of the whole amount received during six months ($68.80), it will be seen from this report that $60.00 came from one Ladies Missionary Society which illustrates the benefits of systematic giving. The individual contributions of the members of this society, as the chair​man of the Foreign Missionary Committee knows, is but five cents per week, or ten cents a fortnight, as the society meets but twice a month. By combining these small amounts they are able to contribute $10.00 each month to the cause of Foreign Missions & sometimes they exceed this amount. The contributions to Foreign Missions during the year ending April the 1st amounted to $136.00. In addition to this the same society con​trib​uted to the general cause of Home Missions during the year in money $115.10 & fur​nished a box of goods, clothing &c valued at $25.00 to one of [the] destitute Home Mis​sionaries whose name was given them by the Secretary of the Executive Committee of Home Missions, also made some contributions to the Thornwell Orphanage. The organi​zation of this society & its semi-monthly meetings where sometimes selections from the literature of missions are read, has awakened an interest in the work of the Church both at home & abroad which was not felt before. The committee would recommend the organi​zation of similar societies in all our churches.”








Respectfully submitted,








  John D. McClintock,




        Corresponding Member, Assembly’s Comm. of Foreign Miss. 
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Rev. T. N. Dye of the M. E. Church South was invited to sit as a visiting member.

Committee on Devotional Exercises reported that Rev W. G. Woodbridge would preach tonight and Rev A. H. Barkley at 11 o’clock a.m. tomorrow.

At the request of Rev J. Bardwell, Corresponding Member of Executive Committee of Education and Sustentation, a committee of two, consisting of Elder W. A. McMillan and A. V. Gusman was appointed to examine & audit his accounts & report to Presbytery. 

The Corresponding Member of Executive Committee on Foreign Missions offered the following resolution which was adopted, viz.: 

Resolved, That hereafter an Auditing Committee be appointed at each Stated Meeting of Presbytery to audit the accounts of the Corresponding Members of the Assembly’s Exec​u​tive Committees.

Presbytery then adjourned until 8 ½ o’clock a.m. tomorrow. 










Closed with prayer.









Friday, 8 ½ a.m.

Presbytery met and was opened with prayer. After half an hour spent in devotional exer​cises, business was resumed. The minutes of yesterday were read and approved.

The order of the day was called and Narratives on the State of Religion were read from the following churches: Aberdeen, Columbus, Meridian, Friendship, Houston, Enterprise, Lebanon, Macon, Buena Vista & Starkville. Statistical Reports from the churches were ordered to be placed in the hand of the Stated Clerk, and he instructed to make out and forward to the General Assembly the Statistical Report of Presbytery, seeking to obtain as far as he can full reports from the churches.

Reports from the churches on Systematic Benevolence & Sabbath were read & referred to the appropriate committees.
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Rev S. R. Frierson, Chairman of Com. on Devotional Exercises made the following re​port: Preaching tonight by Rev J. C. Carothers, at 11 o’clock a.m., Saturday, the Pres​by​terial Sermon by Rev J. A. Mecklin; Saturday night preaching by Rev J. W. Moseley. On Sabbath in the Presbyterian Church—11 o’clock a.m.; J. D. McClintock, D.D.; at night, Rev T. M. Lowry. In the Baptist Church at 11 a.m., J. Bardwell, D.D.; at night, Rev A. H. Barkley. At the Associate Reformed Church, Rev J. N. Carothers at 11 o’clock a.m. 

A reference from the Session of the Crawfordville Church was received and referred to the Judicial Committee, under head of References, p. 80, Sec. 2, Art. 2, Book of Church Order.

Rev J. Bardwell, chairman, Committee on Domestic Missions made a partial report, in​forming Presbytery of the action of the Committee in employing Mr A. B. Coit, licentiate under care of Presbytery as Evangelist & recommending that Presbytery do now proceed to examine him with a view to his ordination as Evangelist if the way be clear. Where​upon a committee consisting of Revs J. D. McClintock, J. W. Moseley, A. H. Barkley and D. W. Hamiter was appointed to examine Mr Coit on the following subjects, the sciences, Ecclesiastical History, Greek & Hebrew languages, including his literary course in general &c. By request of Presbytery, Rev S. R. Frierson examined the candidate as to his acquaintance with experimental religion, his motives for seeking the ministry & the evidences of a call to the ministry. This examination was peculiarly searching & satisfac​tory.
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The committee appointed to examine Mr Coit on Philosophy, Ecclesiastical History, the Greek & Hebrew Languages & other branches of learning, reported that they had per​formed that duty and recommended that said examination be sustained as parts of trial. Report was adopted. Presbytery then proceeded to examine the candidate on his know​ledge of Theology—Natural and Revealed, the Sacraments, and Church Government—all of which were sustained as satisfactory. It was then ordered that Bro. Coit preach a trial sermon at 11 a.m. Saturday from Psalm 15:14, after which if the way be clear, Presbytery shall proceed to ordain him to the full work of the gospel ministry, and the chairman of the Committee of Domestic Missions deliver to him a suitable charge.

Enterprise was selected as the place of the next meeting of Presbytery.

Committee on Leave of Absence reported that they had received reasons of absence from last stated meeting of Presbytery from Revs S. J. Love & J. W. Moseley & recommended that these be sustained as satisfactory. They would also recommend that reasons for ab​sence from present meeting of Presbytery received from Bro. S. J. Love be sustained as satisfactory and that the Stated Clerk be instructed to write to him in his distant home, a letter of fraternal remembrance. The committee would further report that they have given to Wm A. McMillan & W. D. McJunkin leave of absence from the [present] sessions of Presbytery after this evening. Report was adopted.

The Committee on Systematic Benevolence reported that of the 42 Churches under our care only 12 have sent up their reports on this subject, viz.: Columbus, contributed to six objects, $377.00; Friendship, to five, $27.00;
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Meridian to six, $145.00; Enterprise to two, $12.00; Houston to five, $23.00; Lebanon to two, $12.50; Aberdeen to five, $91.00; Starkville to four, $118.30; Macon to two, $20.00; Philadelphus to three, $9.00; Buena Vista to five, $13.90; Oak Grove to two, $14.00—Total $861.80. Two churches contributed to all the objects of benevolence. Four churches contributed to five of the objects of benevolence. One church contributed to four of the objects of benevolence. One church contributed to three of the objects of benevolence & four churches contributed to two of the objects of benevolence. Four churches take up collections at the times designated by the Assembly, five contribute weekly. The other three report no particular plan. The committee would place these reports in the hands of the Stated Clerk & recommend that he be authorized to put the report in due form with any additional reports he may obtain & forward the same to the Gen. Assembly.








J. N. Carothers, M. W. Peden, Com.






          Presbytery then took recess till 3 o’clock p.m.








3 o’clock p.m.

Presbytery met & resumed business. Rev. David Pressly, pastor of the Associate Re​formed Presbyterian Church at Starkville being present, was cordially invited to sit as a corresponding member.

The Judicial Committee reported on the reference from the Crawfordville Church, that they have carefully examined the same & found it to be in order and recommend that Pres​bytery should at once take the necessary steps to investigate & decide the case. The report was approved; and upon motion of Rev A. H. Barkley a committee of five was appointed, consisting of Revs J. D. McClintock, J. Bardwell, J. W. Moseley, R. F. Hous​ton & J. A. Minniece, to whom the case was referred, to investigate & report upon the same to Presbytery.
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Previous to the appointment of the aforesaid committee on Reference, J. A. Minniece, an elder from the Wahalak Church appeared and stated that no delegate had been appointed by the Session to represent the Church in Presbytery & that by reason of sundry diffi​cul​ties no meeting of the Session had been held for some time. Whereupon it was ordered that Bro. Minniece’s name be enrolled as a member of Presbytery, provided, that this action shall not be interpreted as Presbyterial interference with the authority of Session to appoint its own delegate, nor shall it be pleaded as a precedent.

The narrative from the Crawfordville Church was read & referred to the Committee on the Narrative.

The Committee on Minutes of Synod reported that having carefully read & noted the proceedings of that body, at its annual session held at Brandon, Miss., commencing Dec. 3/’79, they find the following worthy [of] the careful & earnest attention of Presbytery:

1st. On page 10, the Resolution referring to the cause of Education.

2nd. The report of the Committee on Minutes of the General Assembly, pages 12 & 13—more particularly clauses 3, 5, 7.







    W. A. McMillan and A. Gusman, Com.

The Moderator was authorized & instructed to address to the Churches of Presbytery the pastoral letter provided for in the report of the Committee on the Sabbath.

Saturday, 4 o’clock p.m. was appointed as the time for holding the Presbyterial Confer​ence.

Records of Columbus, Macon, Crawfordville, Aberdeen, Meridian, Philadelphus, Hous​ton, [and] Buena Vista Churches were approved.

Records of Enterprise Church were approved, with the suggestion to the Clerk of Session that care should be taken to keep the proceedings of Session distinct from business purely congregational.

Records of Starkville Church [were] approved with the exception that on p. 172 a mem​ber is “dismissed to join the church of her choice nearer home,” which is too indefinite
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and further exception is taken to the obscurity of the records, or part of them, owing to the paleness of the ink.

The records of Bethsalem were approved, except that on p. 25 a mere memoranda is made which is incomplete, viz.: “Miss. Nannie Dunbar Returned.”







Presbytery took recess till 8 o’clock p.m.








8 o’clock p.m.

Presbytery was called to order and the Presbyterial Sermon was preached by Rev J. A. Mecklin from Matthew VI:10—first clause, “Thy kingdom come.” After sermon Presby​tery resumed the usual business.

Revs M. J. McLean & W. G. Woodbridge & Elder S. R. Boyd were appointed a com​mittee to select subjects, preacher & essayist for next Presbyterial Sermon & Conference.

Elder T. L. Moore from Bethsalem Church and A. J. Caldwell from Mt Zion appeared & their names were enrolled.

Presbytery then adjourned till 8 ½ a.m. tomorrow.









Closed with prayer.








8 ½ o’clock

Presbytery met & was opened with prayer. Half an hour was spent in devotional exer​cises. Business was then resumed. The minutes of yesterday were read & approved. 

The principal delegate from the Starkville Church, Dr W. N. Ames, being sick, his alter​nate, J. A. Ware was enrolled as a member of Presbytery in his stead.

A letter from Rev A. L. Kline, D.D., together with a certificate of dismissal from Presby​tery of Central Miss. to Tombeckbee Presbytery was received & read. Upon motion it was ordered that it be received with a view to his examination, in order to reception, when he shall be present.

Elder T. B. Bradford, alternate essayist, in the absence of the principal, was excused from the duty of reading an essay before Presbytery in connection with Presbyterial Confer​ence.
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The committee on narrative to the Gen. Assembly presented the following report which was adopted and ordered to be forwarded to the Gen Assembly, viz.: 

After looking over the whole field there is perceived abundant cause for rejoicing ‘in the Lord.’ The gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ is preached in great purity and we may say, in many places, in the power of the Holy Ghost. The Sabbath is regarded as a holy day wherein God draws nigh to bless His people. Sabbath schools are organized in most of our churches & conducted with a good degree of religious zeal. Attendance upon the preached Word is good, contributions are increasing in amount and growing in favor with our people. Home & Foreign Missionary Efforts are exciting more than ordinary interest, and the ministers of God are devoting themselves more exclusively to their holy work, and the Church also is coming up nobly to the halls of the Lord against the mighty. Not​withstanding all this, some things coming to our knowledge through the reports make us wish that a change for the better would come over the churches. Paul once said, under similar circumstances, ‘Brethren, I partly believe it.’ And so we may say. Family worship is neglected by some; and theatres & balls attended by some, with more apparent interest than the holy ordinances of religion. Prayer-meetings generally are thinly attended. In some of our churches, intemperance has stealthily crept in & done much mischief. The colored people are largely overlooked in the ministrations of our churches owing largely to sundry considerations which we cannot control. These things ought not so to be. A gracious outpouring of the Holy Spirit would rectify these evils complained of, and we ought most heartily to exclaim with the prophet Habakkuk, ‘O Lord, revive thy work; in wrath remember mercy.’








J. W. Mosely, Chmn. of Comm.
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Bethel Church obtained leave to employ Rev W. G. Woodbridge one-fourth of his time for 6 months at a salary of $260 per annum.

Bethsalem and Mt Zion Churches obtained leave to employ the services of Rev M. J. McLean for a year, the former for ½ of his time for $300.00, and the latter ¼ of his time for $150.00.

Lebanon Church obtained leave to employ Rev J. A. Mecklin ½ of his time for 12 months, at a salary of $250.00.

Committee on leave of absence reported that the reasons of Rev M. J. McLean for tardiness in attendance on present meeting of Presbytery were satisfactory. Reasons of Rev O. H. P. Smyth for non-attendance were satisfactory, and that leave of absence from remaining sessions of Presbytery had been granted to Rev W. G. Woodbridge & Elder T. B. Bradford. Report was adopted.

The records of Bethel and Lebanon Churches were approved, with the following excep​tion to the latter, that they had [not] been before Presbytery since 1877. 

On motion Presbytery proceeded to the election of commissioners to the next Gen. Assembly—which resulted in the election of Rev Jas A. Mecklin as principal and Rev J. W. Moseley as alternate, and Elder J. T. Parker, M.D., as principal & S. R. Boyd, his alternate.

Louisville Church obtained permission to employ Rev M. J. McLean ¼ of his time for 12 months, promising him one hundred dollars ($100.00). 

The commission appointed to investigate the reference from the Crawfordville Church submitted, through the chairman, the following report which was unanimously adopted:
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The commission appointed to consider the reference from the Crawfordville Church re​spectfully report, That we have carefully considered all the facts brought before us by the Session of the Church and by Mr J. W. Cavanaugh; and that we find no charge whatever against Mr Cavanaugh. But pending the consideration of the subject referred to us, Mr Cav​anaugh came before the commission and requested permission to retire from the of​fice of Ruling Elder in the Crawfordville Church. It is the unanimous opinion of the com​mission that this request should be granted and they so recommend. In doing this the members of the commission desire to express their sympathy with Mr Cavanaugh and to assure him of their prayers that the trials through which he is passing may be blessed to his eternal good.








J. D. McClintock, Chairman








J. Bardwell, J. W. Moseley,








R. F. Houston & J. A. Minniece,









Commission.

The Session of the Crawfordville Church was directed to record the foregoing action in their minute book.







Presbytery then took recess for 20 minutes.

After recess, Presbytery resumed business.  The hour of the day for hearing the sermon of the candidate for ordination having arrived, Mr A. B. Coit preached a very satisfactory ser​​mon from Psalm XXV:14. On motion the sermon was sustained as a part of trial, and then the several parts of trial were sustained as a whole, after which the Moderator briefly recited from the pulpit in the audience of the people, the proceedings of Presbytery prepa​ratory to this transaction, and pointed out the nature & importance of the act of ordi​na​tion. Then addressing himself to the candidate, he proposed to him the questions ordered to be put to candidates for ordination. The candidate, having answered these questions in the affirmative, he was then, by prayer, & with the laying on of the hands of Presbytery
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according to the apostolic example, solemnly ordained to the full work of the ministry as an Evangelist. After extending the right hand of fellowship to the newly ordained brother by the members of Presbytery, the Rev J. Bardwell, chairman of the Committee on Evan​gel​ization, delivered a charge to the brother setting forth the nature, duties & importance of his work as an evangelist. 






        Presbytery then took recess till 3 o’clock p.m.

Presbytery met & resumed business. The Treasurer submitted his report, which was ap​proved & is as follows:

The Treasurer of Presbytery would present the following report:

Receipts of Present Meeting:


Commissioners’ Fund


$109.00


Presbyterial Tax


    13.50

Balance on hand per last report
    38.70 = $161.20

Disbursements


Paid Treasurer of Synod

$25.00


Paid Commissioners to Assembly
109.00

Paid Stated Clerk on Salary

  13.50
= 147.50


Balance on hand



   $13.70








Respectfully submitted,








A. H. Barkley, Treasurer.

A call from the Starkville [Church] to Rev Dr A. L. Kline was read & referred to a com​mittee consisting of Rev J. N. Carothers & T. L. Moore.

The Auditing Committee reported that they had examined & audited the books & [inde​ci​pherable word] of the Corresponding Member of the Executive Committee on Sustenta​tion, comparing the entries therein made with the vouchers & found them accurate & in order.







A. Gusman, W. A. McMillan, Committee.

Report was adopted.
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The committee to whom was referred the call from the Starkville Church for the pastoral services of Rev A. L. Kline, D.D., reported that they found the call to be in order, and recommended that Presbytery take the necessary steps preparatory to his installation. Re​port approved.

Report on Home Missions.

The Corresponding Member of the Executive Committee on Home Missions submitted the following report which was approved:

1880

Amt. Received

January 13
from Dr. J. D. Hutchinson

$    2.50



   from Columbus Church

$100.00




Aberdeen


    50.00




Meridian


    50.00




Macon



    15.00




Houston


      6.00




Friendship


      7.00




Buena Vista


      4.00




Philadelphus


      5.00




Enterprise


      8.75




Salem



      6.00




Good Hope


      5.00=$259.75

Per Contra

By amt. forwarded to Rev Dr R. McIlwaine
$240.00

Total balance on hand



  $19.75

Invalid Fund

Total amt. received January 13/’80 from Columbus Church
$4.00






Bethsalem Church
  4.00=$8.00

Colored Institute at Tuscaloosa

Total amt. received from Meridian Church


$6.00




     Aberdeen Church


  8.00=$14.00

Appropriations from the Executive Committee of Sustentation during the past six months: To O. H. P. Smyth $37.50. To W. G. Woodbridge $50.00. To J. W. Moseley $75.00. Total $162.50. The same paid over & vouchers taken
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Appropriation received from Invalid Fund $25.00 which was paid to Mrs E. Bradshaw & receipt taken.







Respectfully submitted,







Joseph Bardwell, Cor. Mem. Ex. Comm. &c.

Report on Education

Corresponding Member of Executive Comm. on Education submitted the following re​port, which was approved:

                     Total balance per last report (See minutes, p. 63)       $7.35

Dec 23/’79   Total amt. received from Philadelphus Church

2.00



                             From Archie Smith

2.50





     Columbus Church


8.00





     Macon



5.00





     Starkville



4.75





     Bethsalem



2.50=$31.90







Joseph Bardwell, Cor. Mem. Ex. Comm.

At his own request Rev J. Bardwell, Corresponding Member of the Assembly’s Executive Committee of Education was relieved from this office and Rev T. M. Lowry of Aberdeen appointed in his place.

The committee appointed to select subjects, preacher & essayist for next Presbyterial Ser​mon & Conference reported the following which was adopted, viz.: Subject for Presbyterial Sermon, “The Relation of the Church to Missions.” Preacher: Rev T. M. Lowry, principal, with Rev O. H. P. Smyth as alternate. Essayist, Capt. A. V. Gusman, principal, with Scott Thompson as alternate.

Rev T. G. Sellers of Baptist Church invited to sit as a visiting member.

The order of the day having arrived, Presbytery proceeded to hold the Presbyterial Confer​ence. In the absence of the essayist, the members of Presbytery discussed at some length the subject before them, Rev. D. Pressly of the A. R. Church & Rev T. G. Sellers of the Baptist Church joining with interest in the discussion.
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On motion ordered that when Presbytery adjourns it adjourn to meet in the Presbyterian Church in Starkville on Wednesday before the 4th Sabbath in March at 11 o’clock a.m.




            Presbytery then took recess till after public worship tonight.

After public worship Presbytery met & resumed business.

The chairman of the Committee on Evangelistic work reported that the committee had se​cured the services of Mr A. B. Coit in February last, at a salary of $600.00 per annum. This brother, at the suggestion of your committee has just been ordained as an Evangelist, and is now fully qualified for the discharge of the duties of his important office. He has been laboring faithfully & efficiently under the direction of the committee for the past three (3) months, and has been paid the full amount of the first quarter’s salary ($150.00). With the aid given by the Assembly’s Executive Committee, your committee are encouraged to go forward with this work, fully persuaded that the contributions received form the vacant churches served by the Evangelist, together with the aid pledged them by the Gen. As​sem​bly’s Ex. Committee, will enable them to pay the salary of the Evangelist in full, & perhaps return something to the Central Committee of Sustentation. It is the fixed purpose of your committee, in no instance to incur a debt and should they find that the churches fail to re​spond to the necessary call for aid, they will promptly arrest the work.








  Respectfully submitted,






        Jos. Bardwell, J. D. McClintock, R. F. Houston,









Committee.

Report approved by Presbytery.

The Stated Clerk was instructed to make out, at his leisure certificates or commissions to the commissioners to the next Gen. Assembly and forward them to Rev A. H. Barkley to be signed by him as Moderator, so as to obviate the necessity of the present Moderator signing his own commission.

The Stated Clerk was also instructed to prepare & forward to the next Gen. Assembly the Presbyterial Statistical Report.
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The following vote of thanks was unanimously passed:

Resolved, That the thanks of Presbytery be tendered to the citizens of Starkville & vicinity for their generous hospitality extended to the members of this body during their sojourn with them, and to the A. Reformed, Methodist & Baptist Churches for the use of their houses of worship tendered to them on Sabbath; and also to the railroads for reduced fare granted to members of the Presbytery.

The minutes of today were read & approved. On motion Presbytery adjourned to meet again in Starkville on Wednesday before the 4th Sabbath in May next at 11 o’clock a.m. Closed with singing, prayer & the apostolic benediction.








J. A. Mecklin, Moderator.








T. M. Lowry, Clerk pro tem.

Attest:

Joseph Bardwell, Stated Clerk.








Starkville, Miss, May 19th 1880








Wednesday, 11 a.m.

Pursuant to adjournment Presbytery met and was constituted with prayer by Rev A. H. Barkley the last Moderator present.

The roll was called & the following members found to be present—Ministers: A. H. Barkley, J. D. McClintock & A. B. Coit and Elder W. N. Ames from the Starkville Church.

In the absence of the Stated and Temporary Clerks, the Rev J. D. McClintock was ap​pointed Clerk pro tem. 

Rev Darrel Pressley of the A. R. Church was invited to sit as a corresponding member, and Revs H. D. Howell, D. C. Brown and J. W. Lorance of the M. E. Church as visiting mem​bers.
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The Rev A. L. Kline, D.D., presented a letter of dismission from the Presbytery of Central [Mississippi], and after due examination was received as a member of this Presbytery and his name enrolled. A call from the Starkville Church for the pastoral services of Rev Dr A. L. Kline was then presented, and being found in order was placed in his hands. Having sig​nified his willingness to accept the call, Presbytery proceeded at once to his installation as pastor of the said Church as follows: Rev A. H. Barkley, presiding, propounding the consti​tutional questions and delivering the charge to the people, Rev David Pressley, by special re​quest delivering the charge to the pastor, and Rev J. D. McClintock preaching the ser​mon. 

There being no other business, the minutes were read and approved and Presbytery ad​journed to meet in Enterprise, Miss., on Thursday before the first full moon in October next at 11 o’clock a.m. Closed with singing, prayer & the apostolic benediction.








A. H. Barkley, Moderator.








J. D. McClintock, Clerk pro tem.

Attest:

Joseph Bardwell, Stated Clerk.
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Enterprise, Miss., October 14th 1880

Presbytery met pursuant to adjournment at 11 o’clock a.m., and was opened with a sermon by Rev T. M. Lowry, the last Moderator present, from James 2:20-22 & Rom. 3:28. After sermon Presbytery was constituted with prayer.

The roll was called & the following members found to be present:

Ministers—J. N. Carothers, O. H. P. Smyth, J. D. McClintock, D.D., T. M. Lowry, J. W. Moseley, A. H. Barkley & W. G. Woodbridge—7.

R. Elders—
L. T. Carlisle


from

West Point Church



J. F. Harry




Garlandsville



A. B. Little




Pendleton



E. K. Hillyer




Lebanon



W. D. Guthrie




Montrose



D. A. McLeod




Vernal



J. N. McNair




Carolina



J. W. Patty




Macon



J. F. Smith




Good Hope



W. H. Woolverton



Enterprise—10.

In the absence of the Stated Clerk, Rev A. H. Barkley was appointed Stated Clerk pro tem.

Rev. J. W. Moseley was elected Moderator and Elder L. T. Carlisle, Temporary Clerk.







Presbytery took recess till 2 ½ o’clock p.m.








2 ½ p.m.

Presbytery met & resumed business. The minutes of last stated & adjourned meetings of Presbytery were read. On motion the Standing Rule No 15 was suspended, and the reading of the Standing Rules omitted.

Rev J. Bardwell appeared & gave reasons for tardiness which were sustained as satis​factory. Elders J. M. Johnson from the Bethsalem Church, R. V. Love from Meridian & J. C. McLaurin from Pisgah Church appeared & their names were enrolled. Rev A. B. Coit appeared & gave reasons for tardiness which were sustained—also the name of A. Jones was enrolled as a delegate from Lawrence Church.
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The Moderator appointed the following Standing Committees:

Bills and Overtures:

Rev J. N. Carothers, J. F. Harry & E. K. Hillyer.

Judicial Committee:

Rev T. M. Lowry, J. W. Patty & J. F. Smith

Narrative:

J. D. McClintock, D.D., W. D. Guthrie & J. N. McNair.

Statistical Report to Synod:

Rev A. B. Coit, J. W. Johnson & A. Jones.

Devotional Exercises:

Rev W. G. Woodbridge and W. H. Woolverton.

On Leave of Absence:

Revs O. H. P. Smyth and A. H. Barkley.

A letter was received from Rev J. A. Mecklin assigning reasons for absence from present meeting of Presbytery which were sustained as satisfactory.

The hearing of narratives from the churches was made the first order of the day for tomor​row (Friday) morning.

The Circular Letter ordered by the last stated meeting of Presbytery to be addressed to the churches on the observance of the Sabbath was read and the Standing Committee on the Sabbath directed to secure its publication through the religious & secular papers & have it as widely circulated as possible.

A certificate was received from Concord Presbytery, N.C., dismissing Mr H. W. Flinn, a licentiate, to this Presbytery & on motion he was received as a licentiate under the care of Presbytery. Calls from the united churches of Okolona & West Point for the pastoral ser​vices of Mr Flinn were presented, & being found in order were placed in his hands; and he having signified his acceptance of the same, order was taken for his examination & his trial ser​mon with a view to his ordination. It was ordered that the trial sermon be preached this (Thurs​day) night from Rom. 8:29.






      Presbytery then took recess till 7 ½ o’clock p.m.








7 ½ p.m.

Presbytery met & proceeded to the order of the day—that of hearing the trial sermon of Mr H. W. Flinn.
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After sermon Presbytery adjourned till 9 o’clock tomorrow morning.










    Closed with prayer.








9 o’clock.

Presbytery met & was opened with prayer. After half an hour spent in devotional exercises Presbytery resumed business. The minutes of yesterday were read & approved. The order of the day was then taken up, viz.: hearing the Narratives from the Churches. Written nar​ratives were presented by Aberdeen, Columbus, Carolina, Crawfordville, Friendship, Gar​landsville, Good Hope, Enterprise, Houston, Lebanon, Montrose, Macon, Meridian, Buena Vista, Pendleton, Pisgah, Vernal, Wahalak, West Point, & Starkville Churches—20.

The time fixed for hearing the Presbyterial Sermon was [set for] Friday night at 7 ½ o’clock.

The Committee on Devotional Exercises reported services for Saturday.

Revs J. D. McClintock, T. M. Lowry & W. G. Woodbridge were appointed a committee to examine Mr H. W. Flinn on his literary & scientific course, of the Latin & Greek lang​u​ages, his knowledge of the Hebrew language & Ecclesiastical History. 







      Presbytery took recess till 3 o’clock p.m.








3 o’clock p.m.

Presbytery met. Permission was granted the Wahalak Church to employ Rev H. C. Smith ¼ of his time till January and after that, ½ of his time for 12 months at such terms as may be mutually satisfactory. 

Permission was given to Rev Isaac P. Osborne to labor in the bounds of Presbytery for the next six months. 

On motion the sermon preached by Mr H. W. Flinn was sustained as part of trial.
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The Committee on Examination reported that they had examined Mr Flinn on his know​ledge of science & literature, on the Latin & Greek languages, the Hebrew, and on Church History. They report favorably on these several parts of trial and recommend that they be approved as satisfactory. Report was adopted.

Presbytery then proceeded to examine Mr Flinn on Theology—Natural & Revealed, on the Sacraments & on church Government & the Rules of Discipline, also on experimental re​ligion & his motives in seeking the gospel ministry, all of which was sustained and the exam​ination as a whole approved as satisfactory. Presbytery then resolved to ordain Mr Flinn to the full work of the ministry after sermon tonight.

The Corresponding Member of the Assembly’s Committee on Publication presented his re​port which was approved and is as follows.

Received since last report the following sums:

1880
April 22nd
from Enterprise Church

$3.25





Friendship


  2.00





Houston


  2.00





Buena Vista


  2.00





Garlandsville


  2.00





Mrs McCaleb of Scooba
    .25


April 24

Bethsalem Church

  2.50





Mt Zion


  2.00





Louisville


  1.00= $17.00


April 28
By amt. forwarded to Rev Jas K. Hazen, D.D.,




   Secretary & Treasurer, Richmond, Va.
$17.00









Respectfully submitted,







J. D. McClintock, Corresponding Member,







     Executive Comm. of Publication.
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The Corresponding Member of the Executive Committee on Foreign Missions made the fol​lowing report, which was approved.

Report on Foreign Missions

            Total balance on hand as per last report



    .50

1880
April 24th 
Amt received from 
Mt Zion Church

  2.00







Louisville


  1.00


April 30th 

Ladies Miss. Soc. Columbus Church

10.00


May 11th

Mrs McCaleb of Knox Church

    .25


May 14

Mrs Murdock Sykes, Columbus Church
  1.00


May 15

Mr G. W. Cox




  5.00


May 17

Meridian Church



20.00





Sab. School of Columbus Church

18.00


May 18

Starkville Church



13.00





Ladies Miss. Society, Starkville Church
10.00





“Little Workers,” Starkville Church

  5.00


May 20

Good Hope Church



  5.25


May 21

Columbus Church



27.75


June 1


Ladies Miss. Society, Columbus Church
10.00





Rev A. B. Coit



  
  5.00


June 14

“Little Workers,” Starkville Church

  5.00


July 6


Ladies Miss. Society, Columbus Church
10.00


July 7


Bethel Church




20.00


July 13


“Little Workers,” Starkville Church

  5.00


July 27


Macon Church



    
  5.00


July 31


Aberdeen Church



18.05


Aug 1


Sabbath School, Columbus Church

  8.20


Aug 11


“Little Workers,” Starkville Church

  5.00


Aug 18


Ladies Miss. Soc., Columbus Church

10.00


Aug 25


Rev A. B. Coit




14.60


Sept 15

“Little Workers,” Starkville Church

10.00=$249.65





Additional


Oct 12th

Ladies Miss. Society, Columbus Church
20.00=$269.65
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Oct 14th

Montrose Church



  1.50





Friendship Church



  3.00





Houston Church



  3.00=$7.50





Sum Total




$277.15

1880
By amt. forwarded to Rev Dr R. McIlwaine, Treasurer, Baltimore.

May 3



$13.00

May 21


105.80

June 8



  15.00

June 18


    5.00

July 7



  10.00

July 13



  25.00

July 27



    5.00

Aug 6



  26.00

Aug 16



    5.00

Aug 19



  10.00

Aug 26



  14.60

Sept 2



  10.00

Sept 15


    5.00

Oct 13



  20.00=$269.65


Total balance in hand
$7.50








Respectfully submitted,





         J. D. McClintock, Cor. Mem. Ex. Comm. For. Missions

Ordered that when Presbytery adjourns it shall adjourn to meet in Meridian during the ses​sions of Synod at the call of the Moderator, or, in the case of his absence, at the call of the Stated Clerk.

J. W. Patty offered the following paper which was adopted—Whereas the Church of Ma​con asked & obtained permission at the last stated meeting of Presbytery to employ the Rev A. H. Barkley for ½ his time for the year 1880 for $450.00 and whereas said action failed to be recorded in the Minutes owing to the fact that the paper containing the action was lost, Therefore the Church now asks permission to continue such arrangement
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with Rev A. H. Barkley during the time indicated.







Presbytery took recess till 7 ½ o’clock p.m.








7 ½ o’clock p.m.

Presbytery met & proceeded to the order of the day, viz.: the hearing of the Presbyterial Ser​mon on Missions by the Rev T. M. Lemly. 

After the sermon, the Presbytery having sustained the several parts of trial of Mr H. W. Flinn, he was ordained to the full work of the Ministry by prayer & laying on of the hands of the Presbytery in accordance with the Book of Church Order and his name enrolled.

The Committee on Leave of Absence reported that they had granted leave of absence, after tonight, to Rev A. B. Coit, O. H. P. Smyth and Elders J. N. McNair, A. Jones & W. A. Love. Report was approved.

Rev J. N. Carothers & J. A. Minniece Esq., were appointed a committee to select subjects for next Presbyterial Sermon & Conference, and also to select preachers and essayist.

At the joint request of Rev W. G. Woodbridge and the Enterprise Church, the pastoral re​lation between them was dissolved, and the Moderator instructed to declare the pulpit vacant on next Sabbath. At his own request the Rev W. G. Woodbridge was dismissed to join the Presbytery of Ouachita, Ark., and affectionately commended to said Presbytery.

Rev J. Bardwell announced to Presbytery the death of Rev S. R. Frierson, one of the fathers of this Presbytery, and presented the following paper which was unanimously adopted by a silent rising vote & a copy of it ordered to be sent to his family:

Presbytery would record with deep sorrow & yet with sincere gratitude, the recent death of the Rev S. R. Frierson, which occurred on the 4th inst., at his home in Starkville—sorrow, at parting with one so long & intimately identified with the best interests of this Presbytery, and so closely &
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tenderly bound to the members thereof as a brother beloved in the Lord; and with gratitude to God for the distinguishing favor & mercy bestowed on our brother during his long sea​son of trial & suffering, and for that precious assurance we have that, ‘absent from the body,’ his ransomed spirit is now ‘present with the Lord,’ beholding & rejoicing in the glory of that Savior whom he so ardently loved. As a Presbytery we do most heartily sym​pathize with the bereaved family of our deceased brother and earnestly commend them in our prayers to the gracious consolation of our covenant-keeping God.

Rev H. C. Smith appeared & gave satisfactory reasons for tardiness & took his seat.

Presbytery adjourned until Saturday morning at 9 o’clock. 










Closed with prayer.








Saturday, 9 o’clock a.m.

Presbytery met & opened with prayer. After half an hour spent in devotional exercises, Pres​bytery resumed business. The minutes of yesterday were read & approved. 

The Committee on Statistical Report submitted their report which was adopted & ordered to be forwarded to Synod, as follows:

Statistical Report

The Presbytery of Tombeckbee would report to Synod that it consists of 14 ministers and 41 churches. Two of its ministers reside without its bounds. During the past year we have ordained two licentiates received from other Presbyteries, one as Evangelist and the other to the pastoral work, have dissolved one pastoral relation & dismissed Rev W. G. Wood​bridge to the Presbytery of Ouachita, Ark. Rev A. L. Kline, D.D., has been received from the Presbytery of Central Mississippi and installed pastor over the Starkville Church. It is our sad duty to record the death of our beloved brother Rev S. R. Frierson who was called from labor unto rest on the 4th of October 1880.








   Respectfully submitted,







A. B. Coit, A. Jones, J. M. Johnson, Comm.

Rev A. L. Kline, D.D., appeared & gave reasons for tardiness which were sustained as satisfactory. The commissioners to the last Assembly reported their attendance on that body and their diligence was commended.
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The Committee on Home Missions made the following report which was approved.

Sustentation Proper

No change since last report (p. 97) which see--$19.75.

Invalid Fund

1880

Total balance on hand as per last report

$8.00

July

Total amt received from Meridian Church

17.00

August




    Bethel Church

16.00

September



    Columbus


14.50

Oct 15




    Montrose


  1.35






    Buena Vista


  2.00






    Friendship


  2.00






    Houston


  1.50=$62.35

Evangelistic Fund

1880



September
Total amt. received from Meridian Church

$10.00

Oct 15




    Buena Vista


    2.00






    Friendship


    2.00






    Montrose


     .60=$14.60

Forwarded to Rev Dr McIlwaine, Treas. &c.
 $96.70








Joseph Bardwell, Cor. Member







   of Assbly. Ex. Comm. of Home Missions

The Presbyterial Conference was set for 4 o’clock this p.m.

The committee appointed to select subjects & preacher & essayist for next Presbyterial Ser​mon & Conference made the following report which was adopted. Subject for Sermon: “The Extent of the Atonement” and Rev A. L. Kline, D.D., preacher with Rev J. W. Mose​ley alter​nate. Subject for Conference: “The Duty of All the Sabbath School Children to Attend upon the Public Preaching of the Word,” and D. W Hamiter of Macon, essayist, with T. Y. Carlisle, alternate. 

J. Bardwell & A. L. Kline appointed Comm. on Obituary.

The Committee on obituaries asked & obtained leave to make their report at the adjourned 

[111]

meeting of Presbytery to be held during the sessions of Synod in Meridian. It was ordered that Rev H. W. Flinn be installed pastor over the Okolona Church the 1st Sabbath in November at 11 o’clock a.m. Rev A. L. Kline, D.D., preach the sermon, Rev A. H. Barkley preside, propound the constitutional questions & deliver the charge to the people, and Rev J. N. Carothers deliver the charge to the pastor. His installation as pastor over the West Point Church was deferred till the adjourned meeting of Presbytery during the session of Synod when the necessary order thereto will be taken.






Presbytery took recess till 3 ½ o’clock this evening.








3 ½ o’clock p.m.

Presbytery met & resumed business. The Committee on Bills & Overtures reported that no business had been placed in their hands & asked to be discharged. Request granted.

The Committee on Domestic Missions and Evangelistic Labor presented the following re​port which was approved:

“The Committee would report that since the last stated meeting of Presbytery the Evan​gel​ist of Presbytery, Rev A. B. Coit, has been regularly engaged in his work under the direction of your committee, and has visited & held meetings in nearly or quite all of our va​cant churches, varying from one to four Sabbaths with intervening weekdays, with the respective churches visited. Contributions for the Home Evangelistic Work have been ta​ken up by the Evangelist in most of these churches with the following encouraging results: Lawrence Church $35.50; DeKalb $17.75; Unity $36.80; Smyrna $29.75; Knox $22.50; Salem $15.50; Enon $10.20; Pisgah $5.25; Good Hope $5.25; Centre Point $5.00—Total $183.80. These contributions together with the aid furnished by the Assembly’s Ex. Com​mittee have enabled your committee to pay the Evangelist’s salary in full to date. Through this agency all of our vacant churches are now partially supplied with the preaching of the gos​pel, and foundations are being laid for the establishment of pastorates. We feel encour​aged to continue the Evangelist in the field and we commend him to the confidence & hearty cooperation of all our vacant churches.”







        Joseph Bardwell, Chairman committee.
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The Committee on the Narrative presented the following report, which was adopted & or​dered to be sent to Synod:

I. Narratives & verbal reports have been received from 21 churches. From these we learn that the Sabbath morning services are generally very well attended, that the second service on Sabbath is not so well attended, and in no case is the attendance on the weekly prayer-meeting what it ought to be.

II. Family Religion. All reports acknowledge a sad delinquency on this point. Many heads of families do not maintain family worship. Many more neglect the religious training of their households, committing this duty to the Sabbath school teacher.

III. The Sabbath. No flagrant violation of the Sabbath on the part of our own people are re​ported, and we rejoice to believe that the members of our church generally endeavor to keep the day as required by the Word of God.

IV. Sabbath schools. Some of our churches have no schools of their own; the children of the church in such cases are connected with union schools. In the majority of cases our churches maintain their own schools, in which the Westminster Catechism is taught in connection with the lesson papers as [indecipherable word] in the Earnest Worker & other publications of our Executive Committee.

V. Catechetical instruction. So far as the reports show this duty is performed only in con​nection with the Sabbath school with only a few rare exceptions.

VI. Special outpouring of the Spirit. A few of our churches report special blessings and the ingathering of precious souls.
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VII. Intemperance & worldly amusements. While but few cases of intemperance re re​ported in our churches, all lament the prevalence of this sin in the communities. In many cases our young people show a disposition to conform to the ways of the world, neglecting the divine command to be separate from the world.

VIII. Supply of the churches with the ministry of the Word. All our churches not regularly supplied by pastors or stated supplies have been visited during the year by the Evangelist of Presbytery, & some of them with good results.

IX. Systematic Beneficence. The reports show a sad deficiency in the performance of this great duty.

X. Instruction of the colored people. One church reports a Sabbath school for colored peo​ple, & in some cases the reports show that our ministers preach to the colored people as they have opportunity. But it must be confessed that we are not discharging the duty laid upon us in this matter.

XI. Official fidelity on the part of Ministers, Elders & Deacons. No complaint has been made in any of the narratives presented of unfaithfulness on the part of the officers of the Church. All confess their own shortcomings.








J. D. McClintock, Chairman.

The Treasurer presented the following report which was approved.

Monies Received:


Synodical Tax

$30.00


Presbyterial Tax
  12.50

Balance on hand per last report 


Synodical 

$20.00


Presbyterial

  13.50

Total


$56.20

Disbursements:

Paid Stated Clerk, Oct 15, 1880
$12.50

Balance on hand


$43.70








A. H. Barkley, Treasurer.
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Standing Rule No 5 was suspended and the Presbyterial Conference pretermitted. 

The Committee on the Minutes of the General Assembly presented the following report which was adopted.

The Committee would report that they have examined the Minutes of the Assembly & would call the attention of Presbytery to the following items:

1st. That the Presbyteries are urged to include in their Narratives on the State of Religion all the topics enumerated by the Gen. Assembly in their blank reports adopted by that body in 1877.

2nd. Presbyteries & churches are urged to carry on colportage in order to enlarge the cir​culation of the books of the Committee of Publication.

3rd. The Assembly recommends the Presbyteries to consider the urgency of the call which God through His providence is making upon us in order to stimulate a more lively interest and awaken among our churches a more generous spirit of cooperation by an increase of their gifts to the cause of Foreign Missions.

4th. The Assembly advises the Presbyteries, at their fall meetings, to adopt such measures as shall seem best fitted to secure from the churches under their care, their full proportion of the minimum named by the Executive Committees for the several causes [illegible word] in this department—namely, Sustentation $40.00, Evangelistic Fund $20.00. Invalid Fund $12.00.

5th. Presbyteries are reminded to require at their regular stated meetings, reports from their standing committees on Sustentation & Evangelistic labor, exhibiting the condition & wants of the fields under their supervision, so that intelligent & efficient action may be taken in their behalf.

6th. That the Presbyteries appoint each a Superintendent of Sabbath Schools or a permanent committee, whose special duty it shall be to promote the Sabbath school work.

7th. That they require all Presbyterian Sabbath schools to be conducted under the control of the Session of the Church.
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8th. That the Gen. Assembly recommends to all the Presbyteries & Synods that they give the subject of the observance of the Sabbath their careful attention.

9th. Presbyteries are directed to furnish annually to the Executive Committee of Home Mis​sions as full & particular an account, as may be practicable, of the funds received from all sources & expended for the spiritual welfare of the colored people within their bounds.








Respectfully submitted,








Jno A. Minniece, Chairman.

The DeKalb Church obtained permission to employ Rev H. C. Smith ¼ of his time until January next at a salary of seventy-five dollars from July 1st to January 1st following.

A vote of thanks was extended to the citizens of Enterprise for their generous hospitality to the members of Presbytery, to the Methodist & Baptist Churches for their houses of worship on Sabbath & to the M & O RR & M & V RR for favor shown members of Presby​tery.


The minutes of today were read and approved. On motion Presbytery adjourned to meet in Meridian during the sessions of Synod at the call of the Moderator, or, in case of his ab​sence, of that of the Stated Clerk. Closed with singing, prayer & the Apostolic Benedic​tion.






(Signed)
J. W. Moseley, Moderator.








L. T. Carlisle, Temporary Clerk.

Attest:

Joseph Bardwell, Stated Clerk.
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Examined in Synod & approved with the following exceptions:

1. On page 99 the Stated Clerk is to write & send to the Rev. A. H. Barkley the commis​sions for the commissioners to the General Assembly to be signed by him as Moderator.

2. On page 97 the Presbytery determined to take the necessary steps preparatory to the installation of Rev. A. L. Kline before he was received into the Presbytery, & before he signified his acceptance of the call.








Meridian, Miss., Nov. 10, 1880








Henry M. Smith, Moderator.
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Adjourned Meeting







Meridian, Miss., November 11th 1880








9 o’clock a.m.

Presbytery met at the call of the Moderator, pursuant to adjournment, and was opened with prayer.

The roll was called and the following members found to be present:

Ministers—A. H. Barkley, J. Bardwell, T. M. Lowry, H. W. Flinn, A. B. Coit, J. W. Mose​ley, M. J. McLean, O. H. P. Smyth & H. C. Smith.

Elders—J. F. Smith, F. M. McCormick, John M. Davis & T. H. Woods.

The Rev G. S. Roudebush, D.D., presented a certificate of dismission from the Presbytery of Mississippi to this Presbytery which was received, and after due examination as to his theological views, he was received as a member of this Presbytery & his name enrolled.

Rev A. H. Barkley from the commission to install Rev H. W. Flinn pastor of the Okolona Church for one-half of his time, reported that in the absence of the other members of the com​mission he had discharged that duty at the time appointed, viz.: on the 1st Sabbath of November instant.

The subject of the installation of Rev H. W. Flinn as pastor of the West Point Church was called up, and the Moderator ruled that inasmuch as the call for his pastoral services had been a joint call from the Okolona & West Point Churches, & he had been installed pastor in the Okolona Church, it was not competent for Presbytery now to order his installation over the West Point Church. An appeal was taken from this ruling and the decision of the Mod​erator was not sustained.

It was ordered that the installation of Rev H. W. Flinn as pastor of the West Point Church, for one-half of his time, take place on the 15th inst. at 7 o’clock p.m., that Rev. T. M. Low​ry preside, propound the constitutional questions & deliver the charge to the con​gregation and that the Rev J. W. Flinn of the Presbytery of New Orleans be requested to preach the sermon & deliver the charge to the pastor.

The Stated Clerk was ordered to make the same assessment upon the churches for com​missioners fund as that made last year. See p. 67.

Presbytery adjourned to meet at the call of the Moderator.










Closed with prayer.
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Saturday the 13th inst., 5 o’clock p.m.

Presbytery met at the call of the Moderator and was opened with prayer. The Committee on Obituaries asked & obtained permission to withhold their report till the next stated meeting of Presbytery.

The minutes of the preceding & present day’s meeting were read and approved. On motion, Presbytery adjourned to meet in Macon, Miss., on Thursday before the first full moon in April 1881, at 11 o’clock a.m.







(Signed)
J. W. Moseley, Moderator.

Attest: 

Joseph Bardwell, Stated Clerk.
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Macon, Miss., April 7th 1881

Pursuant to adjournment Presbytery met at 11 o’clock a.m. and was opened with a sermon by Rev. J. W. Moseley, Moderator, from Ezra 7:10. After sermon Presbytery was consti​tuted with prayer.

The roll was called and the following members were found to be present:

Ministers—J. N. Carothers, A. H. Barkley, J. Bardwell, A. B. Coit, H. W. Flinn, T. M. Lowry, J. D. McClintock, J. A. Mecklin, J. W. Moseley, G. S. Roudebush, H. C. Smith, O. H. P. Smyth.

Elders—Dr. J. T. Parker

from

Buena Vista Church


  J. A. Orr




Columbus


  H. L. Belton




Bethel


  J. C. F. Smith



DeKalb


  T. H. Woods




Meridian


  D. W. Hamiter



Macon


  J. M. Ware




Starkville

Rev. G. S. Roudebush, D.D. was elected Moderator, and Elder J. M. Ware, Temporary Clerk. 

Rev. T. J. Newell, of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, and Elder W. H. Carroll, of the Baptist Church, were invited to sit as visiting brethren.






Presbytery then took recess till 2 ½ o’clock p.m.








2:30 p.m.

Presbytery met and resumed business. Minutes of last regular and adjourned meetings were read, also the standing rules of Presbytery.

The Moderator announced the appointment of the following committees:

Bills & Overtures: J. W. Moseley, H. C. Smith and D. W. Hamiter.
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Judicial Committee: J. A. Mecklin, T. H. Woods, and J. T. Parker.

Committee on the Narrative: A. B. Coit, H. W. Flinn and J. C. F. Smith.

Committee on Statistical Report: J. N. Carothers & D. W. Hamiter.

Committee on Systematic Beneficence: H. W. Flinn & H. L. Belton.

Committee on Sabbath Schools: J. D. McClintock and J. A. Orr.

Committee on Church Records:

Aberdeen, Friendship, Houston, Buena Vista, Okolona, West Point, and Starkville Churches—J. D. McClintock & T. H. Woods.

Columbus, Unity, Bethel, Crawford, Macon, Centre Point, Wahalak & Knox Churches—T. M. Lowry and Dr. J. T. Parker.

DeKalb, Smyrna, Meridian, Toomsuba, Enterprise, Philadelphus, Paulding and Carolina Churches—H. C. Smith & D. W. Hamiter.

Lawrence, Garlandsville, Montrose, Newton, Pisgah, Pendleton, Good Hope, Enon, Salem, and Vernal Churches—O. H. P. Smyth and J. C. F. smith.

The Treasurer was ordered to pay over to Synod the surplus of funds in his hands, to reprint Minutes of Synod.

11 o’clock Saturday morning was fixed as the time for hearing Presbyterial Sermon; and 3 o’clock
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Saturday evening for holding the Presbyterial Conference.

First order of the day for Friday morning was to hear the report of the Standing Committees on Sustentation, Publication, Education, and Foreign Missions.

The following Churches presented their statistical reports which were read and referred to Committee on Statistical Reports, viz.: Aberdeen, Columbus, Bethel, Buena Vista, DeKalb, Friendship, Houston, Lebanon, Knox, Macon, Meridian, Okolona, Starkville, [and] West Point.

The Moderator appointed the following additional committees: Permanent Committee on the Sabbath: J. D. McClintock, D.D., T. B. Bradford and T. H. Woods.

Committee on Revised Directory of Public Worship: A. H. Barkley, J. A. Mecklin & J. A. Orr.

Committee on Retrenchment and Reform: J. D. McClintock, J. Bardwell & J. T. Parker.

J. Bardwell and J. D. McClintock were appointed a committee to prepare an obituary of the Rev. A. L. Kline, D. D.

It was made the second order of [the] day for Friday morning to hear the Narratives on the State of Religion.

J. W. Moseley and J. C. F. Smith were appointed as Committee on Leave of Absence.

Committee on records of Starkville Church reported them correct as far as written and recommended their approval with the exception that, “the reports ordered to be sent to Pres​bytery are not recorded.” Report adopted.
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The committee appointed at last meeting of Presbytery to prepare an obituary of the late Rev. S. R. Frierson presented the following report which was unanimously adopted, or​dered to be published and a copy sent to the family of our deceased brother.

Rev. S. R. Frierson

At its last stated meeting Presbytery could only record, in a few and sad words, its deep-felt sorrow at the announcement of the then recent death of one of its oldest and most beloved members, the Rev. S. R. Frierson. In order that a suitable tribute might be placed on record to his memory, a committee of two was appointed to prepare and present to Presbytery, at its next meeting, an obituary of our departed brother. The writer was made chairman of this committee, and is now the only member of it, by reason of the late death of the other member, the Rev. A. L. Kline, D.D. Truly, in the midst of life we are in death!

The Rev. S. R. Frierson was born in Maury County, Tenn., October 8, 1818. His parents were James and Sarah Frierson, members of a colony who, in the early part of this century, removed from the upper counties of South Carolina, to Middle Tennessee and settled in Maury County, not far from Columbia. It was here, as before stated, our brother was born. He was descended from a family of blessed memory in the annals of the Presbyterian Church, eminent for the number and ability of its members, who have been office bearers therein.

At an early age in the life of the subject of this memoir, his parents removed from the home of his nativity to Greene County, Alabama, and settled in the neighborhood of Greensboro, the present county seat. Here he had access to the common or elementary schools, and also began the pursuit of a classical education. When only twelve years old his father died, leaving the sole direction of his youthful training to a most excellent and pious mother. At the age of nineteen he united with the Concord Presbyterian Church, by a profession of his faith in Christ. Impressed soon thereafter with the conviction that it was his duty to become a minister of the Gospel, he gave himself to the work of preparation with zeal and alacrity. For the more successful prosecution of his literary and classical studies, he entered the col​lege at Princeton, N. J., a noble institution of learning, at that time extensively patronized by the best families in our Southern country. Here, amid competitive influences of the best and most stimulating character, he completed the regular curriculum of studies and re​ceived the usual testimonial of his honorable graduation. In the capacity of a graduate of this favored institution of learning, he returned to his home in Greene County, Ala., and commenced and prosecuted for some time his theological studies, under the direction of the Rev. Dr. Witherspoon, of Greensboro. While thus prosecuting his studies privately, under Dr. Witherspoon, he was licensed to preach the Gospel as a probationer, by the Presbytery of South Alabama, and supplied, for a time, the church in Marion. Distrustful of himself, he repaired to the Theological Seminary at Columbia, S. C., where he pursued the regular course of prescribed studies during the usual term.

Soon after leaving the Theological Seminary he accepted a call from the Presbyterian Church of Columbus, Miss., and was ordained and installed pastor of this church by the Presbytery of Tombeckbee, the 17th of April, 1848. His ministry in this important charge opened with great promise. His genial manners, his warm, impulsive and ardent tempera​ment, his unaffected piety, his devotion to his work, all added to a cultivated and discerning mind and a peculiarly pleasing glow of eloquence, made his pastoral and pulpit minis​tra​tion exceedingly attractive.

During the fourth year of his pastorate here he was married to Miss Mary E. Barry, a daughter of one of the elders of his church, a lady of superior accomplishments and great excellence of character, who now survives him, with three lovely daughters.

In 1853—the fifth year of his pastorate—his health became seriously impaired, so much so that he felt constrained to ask to be relieved of the duties of his laborious charge, and by mutual request of pastor and people the pastoral relation was dissolved by Presbytery, on the 13th day of October of the same year.

By rest from labor and the effects of travel, his health soon became so far restored that, in the spring of 1854 he accepted the position of stated supply to the churches of Starkville and Mayhew, and on the third Sabbath of April, 1855, was installed pastor of these two united churches. This relation he sustained for ten years, greatly beloved and eminently useful.

Impressed with the conviction that his work in this field had been accomplished, at his own earnest solicitation, the churches reluctantly consenting, Presbytery released him from this pastorate in October, 1865. Soon thereafter he returned to Columbus and engaged in teaching a male school. But while thus supporting himself and family, in large part by teaching, he continued to preach as opportunity offered, and supplied, at intervals, several of the feebler country churches.

In 1869 he returned to Starkville and again became stated supply to that church, in the meantime conducting a successful male school there. As a teacher he was very successful, and, had he devoted his life to this vocation, few men would have reached a higher stan​dard. But he felt that his first great work was to preach the Gospel; teaching he made sub​ordinate and resorted to it as a means of doing good and of supplementing an inade​quate salary. He continued to pursue this combined work of teaching and preaching as long as his strength would permit. Some two years or more prior to his death he notified the church that he was unable to serve them longer, and begged them to call to their service some other minister. But still, having his home among them, he continued to go in and out with them, visiting their sick, burying their dead, and doing such other pastoral work as his strength would permit. It was a sore trial to him to be deprived of the privilege of laboring actively in his Master’s vineyard. His co-presbyters will long remember how earnestly and affectionately he importuned them to gird themselves for their work and acquit themselves like men, while opportunity and strength were given to them; and, then, with what charac​teristic humility he would bemoan his own sense of unfaithfulness, ever ready to magnify the work and worth of his brethren and to depreciate his own.

As already intimated, for several years before his death, Brother Frierson’s health had been so infirm as to debar him from active ministerial service. But when in good health he had always been a most acceptable and successful preacher. Few men could, and none perhaps excelled him in the spirituality of his preaching.

Brother Frierson was a man of earnest and sincere piety, of great simplicity of character, of gentle and amiable disposition, of warm affection, ardent and impulsive in his temperament and strong in his attachments, of great humility, and eminently conscientious in all he said and did. He was steadfast in principle, steadfast in purpose, unwavering in faith, a devout, godly, spiritually-minded man. In all of the relations of life he was loving and beloved. Children loved him; the young loved him; the aged loved him.

“With us his name shall live,

Through long succeeding years,

Embalmed with all our hearts can give

Our praises and our tears.”

To many death comes “as a thief in the night.” But to our brother his approach was that of a “besieging general who advances upon a city, capturing one fortification after another.” Fully conscious of his approaching dissolution, which he accepted with holy resignation and joyful anticipation, his only subject of solicitude seemed to be the fear “lest in his final trials reason might become impaired, and that he might say or do something which would bring reproach on that holy religion which he had personally embraced and recommended to his fellow-men.” But when reminded by a visiting brother minister of the precious promises of God, guaranteeing “sufficient grace” for every time of need, he replied, “I will cherish no more evil forebodings.” To the same visiting brother he then made the following statement: “I know not the extent of those sufferings which may yet await me in the providence of God; but this is my settled conviction, ‘though He slays me, yet will I trust in Him.’”

With characteristic humility he requested that no parade or public demonstration should be made at his funeral, but suggested that brief devotional exercises be held at his private residence or at the grave.

On the 4th of October, 1880, the Master said to his faithful servant, who was watching and longing, “Come up higher; enter into the joy of thy Lord.”

In exact accordance with his own request, short religious services were held at his private residence, conducted by the late Rev. A. L. Kline, D.D., then pastor of Starkville Church, as​sisted by the Rev. David Pressly, of the Associate Reformed Church, who had been in​timately associated with our departed brother for fully a quarter of a century, and to whom he uttered the sentiments already quoted. Speaking of his death, our brother Pressly beau​tifully said, “His departure has not been like to that of the evening star, that slowly de​scends in the distant west, and is lost in the gloom and darkness of night. He has disap​peared from our view, but his exit is like that of the morning star, which gradually ascends the eastern horizon, rising higher and higher until it melts away in the bright effulgence of heaven.”

“A little while,” dear brother, by the grace of God, we will meet again. Amen.








Jos. Bardwell, Chairman.

 [123]

The committee appointed at the present meeting to prepare an obituary of the late Rev. A. L. Kline, D.D., presented the following:

Rev. A. L. Kline, D.D.

It is with feelings of deepest sorrow that this Presbytery would record the death of another of its beloved ministers, the Rev. A. L. Kline, D.D., which occurred on the morning of the 17th of February, 1881.

Dr. Kline was born in New Brunswick, N. J., December 25, 1815. His parents were John L. Kline and Maria (Baker) Kline. His father died when he was quite young. He was the only child. When fourteen years old he removed, with his widowed mother, to Columbia, S. C. He soon secured a place as clerk in a mercantile house, and thus furnished, in large part, the means of support to himself and widowed mother. His education was of a liberal academic character, such as could be had in connection with his business life. From youth to man​hood, and until the time of entering upon the work of preparation for the ministry, he was connected with mercantile pursuits.

On December 1, 1842 (when 27 years old), he was married to Miss Cornelia A. Antonio, of Columbia, S. C., by whom he became the father of thirteen children, six of whom are now living—five sons and one daughter.

In the early part of the year 1852 he united with the Presbyterian Church of Columbia, and soon after was elected and ordained a ruling elder in said church. A few months later his mind became deeply impressed with the conviction that he would love, above all things, to preach the Gospel of the Blessed Saviour. But the obstacles in the way seemed almost, if not quite, insurmountable. He was then 37 years old, and had dependent on him for support a wife, five children, a sister-in-law, and his aged mother. He had a remunerative position in the oldest and one of the best business houses in the city, which furnished the means of support to his family. His early education, too, had been in some important respects but limited; for this he would have to make amends by additional study. 

How could he hope to surmount these obstacles! In this state of mind our brother first approached the writer, then a theological student in the seminary, and providentially thrown in daily association with him during his summer vacation, and disclosed to him the struggles going on in his mind. He was encouraged to consider the question of duty prayer​fully, and advised to seek counsel of his pastor, Rev. Dr. B. M. Palmer. Receiving encour​age​ment from his pastor, he determined to abandon his secular position, and give himself at once to the work of preparation. In the meantime the Ladies’ Benevolent Society of the church, of which he was a member and ruling elder, furnished liberal aid towards the sup​port of his family. He prosecuted his studies, literary and theological, with great assiduity, and on the 22nd of April, 1856, was licensed to preach as a probationer by the Presbytery of Charleston. In August of the same year he took charge of the Presbyterian Church in Tus​cumbia, Ala., and in October following (1856) was ordained and installed pastor by North Alabama Presbytery. In this charge he labored faithfully and with great acceptance six years—till called to the church in Columbia, Tenn. He was installed pastor over this church by the Presbytery of Maury in 1861. His labors here began with bright promise. His preach​ing had made a marked impression on the community, and high hopes were entertained of its results. But just then the calamities of the war overspread the land, and in the summer of 1862 our brother felt constrained to abandon his church and home, and seek refuge farther South. On his return to his home at the close of the war, he found the way closed, in a measure, against efficient ministerial work; and in 1867 he accepted a call from the Presby​terian Church in Meridian, Miss., and immediately removed to this new field of labor.

Soon after removing to Meridian, he undertook an agency to collect funds to aid in erecting a church building then in progress. He traveled extensively through distant parts of the country, and succeeded in securing some considerable aid for the purpose stated. But in the meantime the church suffered greatly for want of pastoral care in his absence—so much so, that it is seriously questioned whether this agency was a wise one. The result was the pas​toral relation between Dr. Kline and the Meridian church was never consummated; and after interrupted labor, extended through nearly three years, he resigned his anomalous charge of the church, and accepted a call from the Church in Enterprise, Miss. Through some informality in the prosecution of the call, he was not installed pastor, but the fol​lowing year (1870) he accepted a call from the Brandon Church, over which he was installed pastor by the Presbytery of Central Mississippi. During his pastorate here, extend​ing over a period of seven years, he served in connection with the Brandon Church, succes​sively, Forest and Edward’s Depot. His preaching at all of these points was eminently acceptable, and he gathered around him many warm friends and admirers.

In 1878, he removed to Yazoo City, and was installed pastor of the church there. His pulpit services were greatly admired, and large numbers attended upon his ministry. But his health soon utterly failed him, and in the summer of 1879, completely prostrated, he returned to the home of his son, Dr. A. L. Kline, in Enterprise, for medical treatment. In the course of a few months he so far recovered his wonted strength as to preach occasionally at Forest. This he continued till the early part of 1880, when he undertook the supply also of the Starkville Church. This soon resulted in a unanimous call from that church, and the establishment of the pastoral relation on the 19th of May, 1880. He had scarcely entered upon his pastoral work here when he was almost crushed by the sudden death of his be​loved wife, whom he was expecting soon to join him in his new home. This bereavement, under the circumstances of his already precarious health, told severely upon him. Indeed, the stroke was too much for him; he began to decline rapidly, and in a few months was utterly prostrated. A short time before his death his son at Enterprise removed him to his own home, with the hope of giving him such medical attention as might restore him to health again. But he declined rapidly, and on the morning of the 17th of February last the messenger came suddenly, but not unlooked for. In a moment the scene was over; without a struggle, he ceased from his labors and entered upon his reward. A few short months, and she with whom he had made a life’s journey, and who had just gone before, was again joined to him in the home of the blessed!

Dr. Kline was a man of strong convictions and outspoken in his views; he was kind-hearted and genial, and possessed many most excellent traits of character. His mind was vigorous and active, and he always expressed his thoughts in clear and forcible language. He excel​led as a preacher; his sermons were usually well-digested, and always delivered with force, sometimes with great power. He was fearless in preaching the truth, and shunned not to declare the whole counsel of God. Upon whatever theme he entered, and under whatever cir​cumstances he preached, he failed not to impress his audience with the sincerity and ear​nestness of his convictions. “Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright; for the end of that man is peace.”








Joseph Bardwell, Chairman.

Adopted by the Presbytery of Tombeckbee, and ordered to be published.








Joseph Bardwell, Stated Clerk.
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T. B. Bradford was substituted on Permanent Committee on Sabbath Schools, in the place of Judge N. E. Goodwin, owing to the continued ill health of the latter.

A communication was received from the Rev. S. J. Love assigning reasons for absence from the present meeting of Presbytery, which were sustained, and also conveying saluta​tions of Christian greeting to the members of Presbytery. The Stated Clerk was ordered to acknowledge the same by a letter conveying the fraternal regards of Presbytery to our be​loved brother.

Permission was granted to the Rev. J. P. Osborne, of the Tuskaloosa Presbytery, to labor within our bounds for the next six (6) months.

The Knox Church asked and obtained permission to employ the services of the Rev. A. H. Barkley, one-fourth (¼) of his time for twelve (12) months at a salary of two hundred and fifty dollars ($250.00).


Standing Rule No. 8 was suspended, and permission granted the Lebanon Church to em​ploy the Rev. J. A. Mecklin, for one year, on such terms as may be mutually satisfac​tory.

Enterprise, Philadelphus, Smyrna, and DeKalb Churches
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asked, and obtained permission to employ the Rev. J. W. Moseley, one-fourth (¼) of his time each, during the year 1881, promising him for his services the sums respectively, of $750.00, $100.00, $100.00, and $90.00. Total $448.00.

Pisgah, Pendleton and Good Hope Churches obtained leave to employ the Rev. H. C. Smith one-fourth (¼) of his time each, for the present year.

Presbytery adjourned until 8:00 o’clock tomorrow morning.










Closed with prayer.








Friday morning, 8:30 o’clock.

Presbytery met and was opened with prayer, members present as on yesterday. Half an hour was spent in devotional exercises. The minutes of yesterday were read and approved.

The first order of the day was taken up, and the Committee on Foreign Missions presented the following report, which was approved.

Report of the Corresponding Member of the Executive Committee of Foreign Missions to the Presbytery of Tombeckbee, in session at Macon, April 8, 1881: My last report was made at the meeting in Enterprise, October 15, 1880. At that time there was a balance of $7.50. Since that time I have received from
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Oct 16, 1880

Mite Society of Lawrence Church


$4.00




Good Hope Church




    .50




Enterprise





  3.00

Oct. 19


Little Workers, Starkville Church


  5.00

Nov. 11

Little Workers, Starkville Church


  5.00

Nov. 15

Ladies Missionary Society, Columbus Church
10.00

Dec. 15

Little Workers, Starkville Church


  5.00

Dec. 22

Ladies Missionary Society, Columbus Church
10.00




Ladies Missionary Society, Starkville Church
10.00

January 3, 1881
Sabbath School, Columbus Church


17.80

Jan. 20


Little Workers, Starkville Church


  5.00

Jan. 26


Ladies Missionary Society, Columbus Church
10.00

Feb. 24

Little Workers, Starkville Church


  5.00




Ladies Missionary Society, Columbus Church
10.00

March 6

Sabbath School, Columbus Church


  5.00

March 23

Little Workers, Starkville Church


  5.00



Total Receipts




        $117.80


It will be seen from this statement, that since Presbytery adjourned at Enterprise on the night of the 16th of October 1880, contributions have been received for the cause of Foreign Missions from only two of our forty-one churches, and that the two reported as contributing did so only through their women and children. The whole amount received since the last meeting of Presbytery is $102.85; of this, one Society of little children, under the presi​dency of a devoted young lady, has contributed $30.00, in regular monthly installments of $5.00. The Ladies Missionary
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Society of the same church gave $10.00, making in all $40.00 from the women and child​ren of the Starkville Church. Of the remaining $62.85, $22.85 came from the Sabbath school and $40.00 from the Ladies Missionary Society of the Columbus Church. The amounts here acknowledged were forwarded to the Treasurer of the Ex. Committee of Foreign Missions, Rev. R. McIlwaine, D.D., P. O. Box 331, Baltimore, Md., as follows:

October 19, 1880

$15.00

October 26


    5.00

November 15


  15.00

December 22


  25.00

January 21, 1881

  22.85

January 26


  10.00

February 24


  15.00

March 28


  10.00

Total


          $117.85








Respectfully submitted,




         John D. McClintock, Cor. Mem. Ex. Comm. Foreign Missions.

Report on Publication

Report of Corresponding Member of Executive Committee of Publication, for the half-year ending April 1, 1881, to the Presbytery of Tombeckbee:

Dec. 20, 1880

From (G. W. G.)
Columbus Church

$5.00

Dec. 29

From Starkville Church



  3.15

March 6, 1881

Sabbath School, Columbus Church


  3.45

March 9

Lawrence Church (per Rev A. B. Coit)

  2.00
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March 16

Newton Church




  3.50




Meridian Church




  6.00

March 28


Columbus Church



16.25




Total




          $39.30

Forwarded to the Rev. Jas. K. Hazen, Sec. and Treasurer of the Ex. Comm. of Publication, Richmond, Va., viz.: 

January 3, 1881
By P. O Order





  $8.15

March 28

By check on New York



  31.20











$39.35







      Respectfully submitted,




              John D. McClintock, Cor. Mem. Ex. Comm. on Publication.

The foregoing report was approved.

Committee on Home Missions presented the following report, which was approved:

Sustentation Proper.

The humiliating fact confronts us that of the 41 churches of this Presbytery only 8 have made any contributions to this cause during the present year, so far as reported to the Cor. Member, viz.: Meridian $10.00, Columbus $26.25, Macon $6.10, Aberdeen $25.00, Craw​ford $1.00, Friendship $2.00, Houston $2.00, Buena Vista $2.00. Total $74.35. Of this amount $42.35 have been forwarded to Rev. Dr. R. McIlwaine, Treasurer. The balance ($34.10) received since my arrival here, is in hand. The following appropriations from the Sustentation fund have
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been made by the Assembly’s Ex. Committee since last stated meeting of Presbytery. As per. 2nd installment of the year 1880 to J. W. Moseley $75.00, to W. G. Woodbridge $50.00, and to O. H. P. Smyth $37.50. Total $162.50. Also, as per 1st installment on year 1881 to J. W. Moseley $50.00, O. H. P. Smyth $25.00, and to M. J. McLean $25.00. Total $100.00.

Evangelistic Fund.

Since the last stated meeting of Presbytery only two churches have reported any contri​bu​tions to this cause, viz.: Columbus Church $21.00 and Aberdeen Church $10.00. Total $31.00, which amt. has been sent to Rev. Dr. R. McIlwaine, Treas. at Baltimore, and vou​cher filed. By reference to the report made at the last fall meeting it will be seen that only $14.60 had been reported during the year up to that date; thus presenting the mortifying fact that while, in aid of the Evangelistic work in our own Presbytery we have received from the Assembly’s Comm. $400.00, we have returned to that committee the pitiful sum of $45.60. We present the naked facts asking that Presbytery will ponder them well.

Invalid Fund.

No contributions have been reported by the churches to this cause since the last stated meet​ing of Presbytery. The sum of $50.00 has been appropriated by the Ex. Comm. from this fund to Mrs. Eliza Bradshaw, viz.: $25.00 as per 2nd installment from July 1st 1880 to January 1, 1881 and $25.00 as per 1st
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installment on year 1881. These amounts have been remitted and vouchers filed.








Joseph Bardwell,






Cor. Mem. Assembly’s Ex. Comm. on Home Missions.

Home Evangelization

The Comm. on Home Evangelization presented the following report which was approved:

Your committee would report that, during the past six (6) months, the Evangelist of Pres​bytery Rev. A. B. Coit has been regularly and constantly at work, with acceptance and pro​fit to the churches served by him. Commencing his labors as Evangelist on the first Sab​bath of February 1880, the first year’s work closed with January last. The salary promised him ($600.00) has been paid in full, with a balance of $38.65 in hand. Of this amt. the committee felt justified in appropriating $32.55 to the payment of the Evan​gel​ist’s traveling expenses by railroad, leaving still on hand $6.10. The result of the year’s work has been so satisfactory that the committee has felt no hesitancy in contin​uing the Evangelist in the field for another year. A new and somewhat different arrange​ment or contract has been made with him. His salary has been raised from $600 to $700. The Assembly’s Ex. Committee on Home Missions has generously promised us the aid asked for, viz.: $200.00, leaving $500, to
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be raised by the churches supplied by the Evangelist. Upon consultation with a number of these churches the Evangelist has agreed to rely on the contributions that may be made by the churches he shall serve for the payment of the $500, exclusive of the $200 to be re​ceived from the Assembly’s Ex. Committee. It will be seen under this arrangement that no debt will be incurred by the Presbytery. Any deficit that may accrue is voluntarily as​sumed by the Evangelist. We trust that this generous proposition on the part of the Evan​gelist will elicit a response equally as generous on the part of our vacant churches, re​ceiving the benefit of his labors. In concluding their report your committee would earn​estly and cordially commend the Evangelist and his work to the confidence, affection and liberal support of the churches.








Joseph Bardwell, Chairman,








Comm. on Home Evangelization.

On motion the Cor. Mem. of the Assembly’s Ex. Committee on Education was granted further time to make his report.

The Moderator appointed J. A. Orr and J. T. Parker an auditing committee, to whom was referred the reports of the Cor. Members of the Assembly’s Ex. Committees.

The 2nd Order of the day was called and written narratives on the state of religion from the following churches were read and referred to the Comm. on Narratives, viz.: Aber​deen, Buena Vista, Columbus, Crawford, DeKalb, Friendship, Houston, Knox, Lebanon, Macon,
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Meridian, Pisgah, and Starkville.






   Presbytery took recess until 3:30 p.m.








3:30 p.m.

The comm. on records of Aberdeen Church reported that they are orderly and well kept, and recommend their approval to page 167, with the following exception: on p. 158 the minutes state that, “The following paper…was presented and adopted.” The paper re​fer​red to is not recorded. The same committee reported on the records of the Okolona Church, that they find a record of only three (3) meetings, at none of which does it appear there was a constitutional quorum present. At the meeting on April 4, 1881, it is stated that “the various church reports were received and adopted,” but the reports are not re​corded. With these exceptions they recommend their approval. The same committee recommended the approval the records of West Point Church, from June 14, 1880 to Oct 13, 1880, with the following exception, the narrative reported as adopted on p. 17 is not recorded. The foregoing reports were adopted.

Committee on the records of Columbus Church recommend[ed] their approval to p. 156 with the following exceptions: first, on p. 148 minute in reference to installation of Elder and Deacons is too meager. Second, delegate to Presbytery at Enterprise did not report his attendance or assign reasons for non-attendance. Report adopted.
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The records of the Macon Church were approved, with the following exceptions: first, on p. 90 the record does not show that the narrative and other reports were ordered to be forwarded to Presbytery; (2) the statistical reports are nowhere recorded; (3) no mention is made of the delegate to the last stated meeting of Presbytery having attended, or rea​sons given for non-attendance.

The records of Bethel church were approved as far as written, with the following excep​tions: (1) on p. 30 mention is made of the ordination of two elders and a deacon, but no mention at a previous meeting of the election of said officers having been ordered by the session, nor mention of any congregational meeting held for that purpose; (2) no record of narrative and other sessional reports having been prepared and forwarded to the spring meeting of Presbytery, as required by Standing Rule No. 3.

The records of Knox and Crawford Churches were approved as far as written; and also those of the Meridian and DeKalb Churches.

The Committee on the Sabbath made the following report which was adopted: 

The Assembly’s Committee asks the Presbyterial Committees to include in their reports the following five points:

(1) The present status of the Sabbath question, as to the extent to which the day is re​garded as a divine institution and still binding.

(2) The extent of Sabbath desecration in your bounds; whether on the increase or de​crease; and the efforts, if any, that are being made for its arrest.
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(3) The proportion of travel on the part of professing Christians, on railroads and other public conveyances, on the Sabbath.

(4) The extent to which freight or any other than regular mail trains are used on your railroads on the Lord’s day.

(5) If any, what legislative action has been taken on this subject by your state?

(1) Your committee find it impossible to give a definite answer to the first of these en​quiries. The minds of the people have of late been particularly directed to the Sabbath question, by officers of both Church and State, and we believe that the day is regarded as a Divine Institution by all who acknowledge anything as divine and worthy of reverence.

(2) We are led to the belief that Sabbath desecration has decreased in our communities during the last few years. The judges of our circuit courts have of late called the attention of grand juries to the violations of the Sunday statutes, and the effect has been to close many places of business and amusement on that day.

(3) Many professing Christians still travel by railroad and steamboat on the Sabbath.

(4) Freight trains run as on other days. “Railroads and steamboats are expressly exempt from the operations of the Sunday statutes” in the State of Mississippi. 

(5) No legislative action has been taken on this subject since the last report.








J. D. McClintock, Chairman.
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The Committee on Sabbath Schools made the following report, which was adopted and ordered to be sent to the General Assembly. Reports have been received from only nine (9) schools regularly under the care of the Church Sessions. One church reports a school on the Union plan, while three assign reasons why they have no schools. The reports from eight (8) schools show that the Earnest Worker and other authorized helps are used. No special revival is reported in any of the schools.
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J. D. McClintock, Chairman.

The Corresponding Member of the Assembly’s Committee of Education submitted the following report which was approved.

We regret to report that only ten (10) of the forty-one (41) churches in our Presbytery have contributed to the cause of Education through the channel appointed by Presbytery. Thirty (30) either have contributed nothing or if they have contributed, they have sent
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amounts directly to the Central Committee at Memphis. The amount contributed by ten (10) churches most clearly indicates that this cause, upon which in a great measure our ministry for the future depends, has not that strong hold upon the membership of our churches which its importance demands. Another unfavorable indication is that the country churches have been slow in responding. The following amount has come into the hand of the Corresponding Member

Dec. 12th 1880

Macon




$2.50

Jan. 8, 1881

Columbus



  8.50




[blank]




  3.00

April 6


Aberdeen


            10.00




Houston



  2.00




Buena Vista



  2.00




Crawford



  1.00




Meridian



10.00




Carolina & Toomsuba


  2.50



Total



          $41.50

Amount still on hand $41.50. It may be proper to state the reason why none of the above has been forwarded to our Secretary at [Memphis]…is, that up to April 5th only fourteen ($14.00) dollars had been received.








T. M. Lowry,





     Cor. Mem. Assembly’s Ex. Comm. on Education.

Good Hope was chosen as the place for the next meeting of Presbytery, and Standing Rule No. 6 was suspended,
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and Thursday 11 o’clock a.m., before the first full moon in September next [was] selected as the time.

Rev. J. W. Moseley and R. Elder T. H. Woods were elected principal commissioners to the next General Assembly; and J. Bardwell, D.D. and R. Elder D. W. Hamiter their alternates.

Rev. J. A. Mecklin and Dr. J. T. Parker were appointed a committee to select subjects for the next Presbyterial Sermon and Essay, and Preacher and Essayist.

The Committee on Systematic Beneficence presented the following report which was adopted and ordered to be sent to the Gen. Assembly.

Objects
No. Congregations Contributing

Amounts

Sustentation


  9



   $94.00

Evangelistic


  6



     68.35

Invalid Fund


  7



     69.50

Foreign Missions

10



   266.65

Education


  7



     54.00

Publication


  7



     51.80

Presbyterial


  8



     89.35

Pastors’ Salaries actually pd.
  9


             3658.75

Congregational

  6



   617.50

Miscellaneous


  4



   224.00

Total






           $5193.90

4 congregations have contributed to all of the six objects of benevolence ordered by the General Assembly; 2 have contributed to five of them 1 has contributed to four of them; three (3) have contributed to two of them; two (2) have contributed to one of them. Seven dollars and fifty cents ($7.50) was contributed in aid of the colored ministry, by one church (Meridian), which is
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inserted here because no place is in given above.









H. W. Flinn

Resolution on Fraternal Relations

Capt. T. H. Woods presented the following paper of which he gave notice to Presbytery on yesterday:

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed by the Moderator whose duty it shall be to prepare and report to Presbytery on an overture to the next General Assembly praying, 1st. The appointment by that body of two or more commissioners to the Northern General Assembly who shall convey to that venerable court of Jesus Christ the cordial Christian Sal​utations of the Southern Presbyterian Church; and 2nd. The taking of such action by the Assembly as will evince our sincere desire for the establishment of formal, fraternal rela​tions between the two great branches of the Presbyterian Church in America.

Pending the discussion of these resolutions Presbytery adjourned till Saturday, 8 ½ o’clock a.m. Closed with prayer.








Saturday morning, 8 ½ o’clock.

Presbytery met and was opened with prayer. The first half hour was devoted to devotional exercises.

The Committee on the revised Directory reported the following which was adopted:

The Committee on the “Revised Directory” for the worship of God, have examined the same and beg leave
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to report: That it is inexpedient to take action on this subject at the present.








Respectfully submitted,








A. H. Barkley, J. A. Orr, J. A. Mecklin, 








Committee

The Committees on Narratives made the following report which was adopted, and or​dered to be sent to the Assembly: 

Your committee would respectfully submit the following report: Only eleven (11) churches out of forty-one (41) presented written narratives.

(1) The attendance on the morning services is reported as good by nine (9) of the eleven (11); some are much encouraged while others deplore [the] low state of piety that keeps professors from the worship of God in the sanctuary. Night services and prayer meetings are not so well attended as the morning worship.

(2) We hope that the majority of our families worship God morning and evening, al​though the hope is mixed with fear when we think of the great numbers who do not have family worship.

(3) The Sabbath is observed as a day of rest and worship generally. Some of our members however, we are pained to say, visit, travel and in other ways violate its sacred rest. Our secular courts are active in enforcing the Sabbath laws, found on the statute books, but unfortunately railroads and steamboat companies
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are allowed by the laws to desecrate God’s holy day.

(4) Our Sabbath schools are in a prosperous condition as a general rule, and much interest is taken in them. They are under the supervision of the Sessions, when strictly Presby​terian. Some of our churches unite with other denominations and have union schools.

(5) Parental instruction in the catechism as an aid to the Sunday school work is the rule rather than the exception. The parents in the absence of such aids do what they can to keep the vows taken at the baptism of their children. However there are too many exceptions to this rule.

(6) The Holy Spirit was present with power during the camp meeting in Jones County last August. Eighteen (18) were added to the church at that time, and since then others awakened at that time have professed their faith in Christ and obedience to him. The Spirit has been present with some of our churches as a strengthener and comforter, and His pres​ence is evinced by the increased seriousness and devotion of the subjects of His holy rev​erence.

(7) We are pained to state that still church members are sometimes found in saloons and the ballroom. Our church Sessions have not been as rigid as
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probably they should have been in dealing with offenders, and some of our churches suffer in consequence, we fear.

(8) During the past year several of our ministers have changed their fields of labor. More churches have been supplied with regular preaching than during the preceding year. The vacant churches have been served by the Evangelist, and with few exceptions the weak churches are uniting and forming groups as suggested by Presbytery and are making earn​est efforts to secure regular pastors.

(9) A few churches report decided improvements in systematic benevolence, while the majority neglect the apostolic injunction, “Upon the first day of the week, let every one of you lay by them in store as God has prospered them.”

(10) Two sessions are making special efforts to reach the colored population, with most encouraging results, and many others are devoutly laboring more or less in this matter.

(11) Official fidelity. No complaints have been made of official unfaithfulness, and much praise has been given, while many mourn their own shortcomings.








Respectfully submitted,








A. B. Coit.

J. J. McCormick, Elder from Pisgah Church appeared, and was enrolled as a member of Presbytery.

The Committee on Presbyterial Sermon and Conference made the following report which
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was adopted. Your committee beg leave to present the following report: Subject of sermon, Effectual Calling. Preacher: Jos. Bardwell, D.D. Alternate, G. S. Roudebush, D.D. Subject of Presbyterial Conference: Religious Instruction of our Children at Home. Essayist: T. H. Woods. Alternate: S. R. Boyd.








Respectfully submitted,








Jas. A. Mecklin, Chairman Comm.

A letter was received from Rev. M. J. McLean, informing Presbytery of the precarious state of his health, and assigning the same as the reason of his absence from the present meeting of Presbytery, and asking the prayers of the brethren in his behalf. His reasons were sus​tained as satisfactory, and on motion the Presbytery engaged in prayer in his behalf, led by the Moderator.

The Auditing Committee made the following report which was adopted. The Auditing Com​mittee beg leave to report, that they have examined the books and accounts of the Corresponding Members of the Executive Committee on Foreign Missions and Publication, Home Missions and Education.








Respectfully submitted,








J. A. Orr, J. T. Parker, Committee.

Reports from the Deacons, on ministers’ salaries, were received from
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Meridian, Columbus and Starkville Churches. Resolved: First that the special attention of the Deacons of all our Churches be called to the Standing rule requiring them to send up to each spring meeting of Presbytery a written report, approved by the Session, as to the amount promised and the amount actually paid to their ministers. 

The following resolution offered by T. H. Woods was adopted: Resolved, that the ministers and sessions of this Presbytery be earnestly and affectionately enjoined to obey the injunction of the Assembly and the Standing Rule of Presbytery, requiring collections in all our churches for the various objects of church beneficence at or as near the appointed time as practicable.

The Treasurer would beg leave to submit the following report. Amount received at present session:

Commissioners’ Fund



$89.00

Received from last Commissioners

  13.00

Presbyterial




    9.50

Balance on hand, per last report

113.70
Total



                      $155.20

Disbursements

Paid assessment to Treasurer of Synod
$25.00

By order of Presbytery, paid special 

  assessment for reprint of Minutes of Synod   18.70

Stated Clerk’s salary



    9.50

Paid Commissioners


            102.00
Total




          $185.20
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Respectfully submitted,








A. H. Barkley, Treasurer

Retrenchment and Reform

The committee appointed to examine the abstracts of the majority and minority reports sent down by the General Assembly, on the subject of Retrenchment and Reform, report, that, having said abstracts, they recommend to Presbytery the adoption of the following minute, viz.: Presbytery expresses its abiding confidence in the fidelity of the Assembly’s Executive Committee in the discharge of their respective duties, and would regard such a material change in the management of the various schemes of benevolence asked for in the minority report as uncalled for and unwise. 








J. D. McClintock, Chairman.

The foregoing report was unanimously adopted.

The hour having arrived for the order of the day, the Presbyterial Sermon was preached by the Rev. J. W. Moseley. 

Presbytery took recess till 2:45 p.m., 






at which time Presbytery met and resumed business.

Dr. J. F. McLeod, Elder from Centre Point Church, appeared and his name was enrolled. The hour set for the Presbyterial Conference having arrived, conference was opened with an essay by D. W. Hamiter, on the Duty of the Children of the Church to Attend upon the Public Preaching of the Word. After which the roll was called and the members expressed their views.
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The Committee on the Statistical Report to the General Assembly reported that owing to the paucity of information received from the Churches they could present only a very mea​ger report. The same was approved and the Stated Clerk ordered to complete and forward the report to the General Assembly.

The following resolution presented by the Rev. A. B. Coit was adopted: Whereas, There are quite a number of vacant churches within our bounds, nearly all of which are very ear​nest in their desire to have regular preaching which at present they cannot obtain, There​fore, Resolved, that the Presbytery direct the ministers to preach on the fifth Sabbaths of May and July at the following points:

Rev. J. D. McClintock 
at 
Lauderdale.

Rev. T. M. Lowry


Prairie.

Rev. H. W. Flinn


Palo Alto.

Rev. A. H. Barkley


Centre Point.

Rev. J. W. Moseley


Garlandsville.

Rev. O. H. P. Smyth


Newton.

Rev. H. C. Smith


Montrose.

Rev. M. J. McLean


Pleasant Springs.

Rev. G. S. Roudebush


Bethel.

Rev. J. N. Carothers


discretion.

Rev. J. A. Mecklin


discretion.

Rev. J. Bardwell, 5th Sab. of July at
Lawrence.

Presbytery then resumed the consideration of the resolutions offered by Capt. T. H. Woods on yesterday. Pending their discussion Presbytery took recess until after public worship to​night.
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After public worship, Presbytery met and resumed business. The resolutions of Capt. T. H. Woods were taken up and discussed at length, and the vote was then taken on them by calling the “Yeas and Nays.” Yeas: A. B. Coit, G. S. Roudebush, J. A. Orr, T. H. Woods=4.

Nays: A. H. Barkley, J. Bardwell, J. N. Carothers, H. W. Flinn, J. A. Mecklin, J. D. Mc​Clintock, J. W. Moseley, H. C. Smith, H. L. Belton, D. W. Hamiter, J. F. McCormick, 
J. T. Parker, J. M. Ware=13.

The following resolution offered by T. H. Woods was unanimously adopted: Resolved, That the concluding paragraph of the Standing Rule of Presbytery, No. 2, requiring reports from Sessions on official fidelity of officers of the Church be, and the same is hereby re​pealed.

The following paper was offered by the Rev. J. Bardwell and unanimously adopted. As it respects the Extent of the Atonement, we hold as clearly taught in the Standards of the Pres​byterian Church, First, That the sacrifice of Calvary is of infinite value; it is the offer​ing of One who is infinite in dignity, the Eternal Son of God. The sufficiency of this aton​ing sacrifice, we hold to be unlimited, that sufficiency arising, not from the fact that Christ suffered so much, as the punishment due so many sins of so many of the elect, but because His sufferings were those of a Person of 
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infinite dignity, and, therefore could not be otherwise than infinite in value. “As no limit can be placed to the dignity of the Eternal Son of God who offered Himself for our sins, so no limit can be assigned to the meritorious value of His work.” Secondly, we hold that the atonement of Christ was the satisfaction demanded of, and suited to the salvation of every sinner—the most guilty as well as the least guilty. It is no more appropriate to one man than to another. It was an exact fulfillment of the conditions of the covenant under which all men were placed. Thirdly, upon these two grounds—the all sufficiency and the perfect suitableness of this atoning sacrifice—its saving benefits are fully and sincerely offered to all, and whosoever will, may come and be saved. Fourthly, it is, therefore manifest that the atonement of Christ is limited only as it respects the specific design of God, in giving His son to the death of the cross. We hold that Christ died for His sheep—His Church—with a specific design of redeeming and making effectual that redemption to those given to Him by the Father in the Covenant. Christ’s purpose in dying was not merely to remove ob​sta​cles which obstructed the free offer of pardon and acceptance to sinners, and thus render salvation possible to all men; but with the specific intent of rendering certain the salvation of His own people, i.e., of those given to Him by the Father. Who these are we know not, God’s secret purpose as it respects this specific
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design, does not constitute the rule of our duty. Secret things belong to the Lord God; things revealed, to us and our children. To us it is revealed that “The blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth from all sin,” that in that blood a fountain is opened, to which all are cordially and earnestly invited to come, and wash, and be clean; with the blessed assurance that whosover cometh to Christ He will in no wise cast out.”

The thanks of Presbytery were cordially tendered to the citizens of Macon for their gen​er​ous hospitality to the members of Presbytery, and to the Mobile and Ohio R. R. and the Vicks​burg and Meridian R. R. for favors extended to the members traveling over these lines.

Minutes of to-day’s proceedings were read and approved. On motion Presbytery then ad​journed to meet at Good Hope Church in Jones County on Thursday at 11 a.m. before the first full moon in September next. Closed with singing, prayer and the Apostolic Benedic​tion.





Signed

G. S. Roudebush, Moderator.







J. M. Ware, Temporary Clerk.

Attest:

Joseph Bardwell, Stated Clerk.
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Good Hope Church, Jones County, Miss.








Sept. 1st 1881, 11 a.m.

Presbytery met pursuant to adjournment and was opened by a sermon from the Moderator Rev G. S. Roudebush, D.D. Rom. 5:1. After sermon Presbytery was constituted with prayer. 

The roll was called & the following members answered to their names:

Ministers—J. Bardwell, a. B. Coit, H. W. Flinn, J. D. McClintock, J. W. Moseley, J. A. Mecklin, G. S. Roudebush, H. C. Smith—8.

Ruling Elders—

A. McCallum


from

Pisgah Church

D. D. McLaurin



Pendleton

R. F. Houston




Meridian

S. W. Aston




Lebanon

J. C. F. Smith




DeKalb

J. M. Ware




Starkville

J. F. Smith




Good Hope

W. A. Love




Bethel = 8.

Rev J. D. McClintock, D.D., was elected Moderator, and Rev A. B. Coit Temporary Clerk. The minutes of the last meeting and the Standing Rules of Presbytery were read.

The Rev John Hunter, D.D. of the Central Mississippi Presbytery was cordially invited to sit as a corresponding member of Presbytery.







Presbytery took recess till 2 o’clock p.m.









2 o’clock p.m.

Presbytery met & resumed business. The Moderator announced the following commit​tees—

Comm. on Bills & Overtures: G. S. Roudebush, H. W. Flinn and D. D. McLaurin.

Judicial Comm.: J. A. Mecklin, H. C. Smith & A. McCallum.

Comm. on Minutes of Gen. Assembly and Synod: J. W. Moseley, J. Bardwell & J. M. Ware.

Comm. on Narrative: A. H. Barkley & J. C. F. Smith.

Comm. on Devotional Exercises: H. C. Smith, J. F. Smith, A. McCallum and D. D. Mc​Laurin.

Rev A. H. Barkley appeared & gave satisfactory reasons for tardiness.
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It was ordered that the sessions of Presbytery shall include from 8 ½ till 10 ½ a.m. and from 12 noon till 2 o’clock p.m. The reading of Narratives from the Churches was made the 1st order of the day for Friday morning, and the reports from the Standing Committees the second order.

Alfred Cooper (colored) a student at Tuscaloosa Institute and a member of Pisgah Church was introduced to Presbytery and after a careful examination on his religious experience and his motives for seeking the ministry was received under the care of Presbytery and directed to continue his studies at the aforesaid Institute.

Presbytery adjourned till 8 ½ o’clock tomorrow morning.









Closed with prayer.









Sept 2nd, 8 ½ o’clock a.m.

Presbytery met & was opened with prayer. Present as on yesterday. The minutes of yes​terday were read & approved. Half an hour was spent in devotional exercises. Pres​bytery then resumed business.

Revs M. J. McLean and O. H. P. Smyth appeared and gave satisfactory reasons for tardiness. 

The first order of the day, the reading of the Narratives from the Churches was called, and narratives were received & read from the following churches: Columbus, DeKalb, Lebanon, Knox, Louisville, Macon, Meridian, Pendleton, Pisgah [and] Starkville.

A letter was read from Rev J. N. Carothers assigning satisfactory reasons for absence from the present meeting of Presbytery. Also a letter from Rev I. P. Osborne, of the Tuskaloosa Presbytery reporting his labors at Unity & Beersheba Churches and asking per​mis​sion to continue his labors in our bounds for the next six months. Request granted.
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The second order of the day was called and the Cor. Mem. of the Assembly’s Com. on Home Missions presented the following report which was approved:

Report on Home Missions

Under the head of Sustentation proper, there has been received since the last stated meeting of Presbytery the following sum, viz.:


From West Point Church (April 8, 1881)

  $2.00


         Okolona




                2.00 = $4.00

Invalid Fund


From Meridian Church



$10.00

                      Toomsuba




    3.00=$13.00

Nothing for the Evangelistic Fund.








Joseph Bardwell, Cor. Member.






Presbytery then took recess till 12 o’clock noon.

At 12 o’clock Presbytery was called to order when the report of the Cor. Mem. on Pub​lication was read and approved and is follows:

Report of the Cor. Member of the Executive Committee of Publication to the Presbytery of Tombeckbee in session at Good Hope Church, September 1st 1881.

I have received since last report the following amounts:

1881-April 7

From Crawford Church

$1.00




         Friendship


  2.00




         Houston



  3.00




         Buena Vista


  1.00




         Aberdeen


10.00




         Lawrence (additional)
                .25




         West Point


  4.00




         Macon



  5.00=$26.25

Forwarded to Rev Dr. J. K. Hazen, Treasurer at Richmond, Va., April 12, 1881
$26.25.








Respectfully submitted,








J. D. McClintock,







Cor. Mem. Ex. Comm., Publication

Rec’d at Good Hope Church
$2.00.
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The Cor. Member of the Ex. Comm. on For. Missions presented the following report which was approved:

Since my last report made to Presbytery at Macon in April 1881, I have received for this cause

1881-April 5th

From Ladies Miss. Society, Starkville Church
$10.00


6th 

Ladies Miss. Society, Columbus

  
  10.00


7th 

Ladies Miss. Society, Crawford


    1.00




Ladies Miss. Society, Knox



    9.80


8th 

Rev A. B. Coit





    5.00


11th 

Rev M. J. McLean




    1.00


27

Little Workers of Starkville Church


    5.00


30

Mrs W. C. of Columbus Church


  20.00

May 3


Mrs W. C. of Columbus Church


  14.00




Dr Hutchinson, Hamilton Church


    2.00


6th 

Ladies Miss. Society, Columbus


  10.00


13

Aberdeen Church




  44.25


26

Little Workers, Starkville Church


    5.00


27

Pleasant Springs Church



    5.20


29

Lauderdale Church




  11.35

June 3


Bethel Church





    6.50


5

Sab. School of Columbus Church


    9.05


23

Little Workers, Starkville Church


    5.00




Ladies Miss. Society, Starkville Church

  10.00


26

Salem Church, per W. W. Thompson

  
  15.00


27

Little Workers, Starkville Church


    5.00

Aug 6


Ladies Miss. Society, Columbus Church

  10.00


7

Sab. School, Columbus Church


    6.10


11

Ladies Miss. Society, Columbus Church

  10.00


29

Little Workers, Starkville



    5.00

Sept 1st


Meridian Church




  15.00


2nd

Rev A. B. Coit





    5.00




Good Hope Church




    2.00=$257.25
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As Per Contra

1881
April 6th 
By amt. forwarded to Rev. Dr. R. McIlwaine

$20.00



12th







  16.00


May 9th 







  51.00



13th







  44.25


June 14th







  37.10


July 1st








  15.00



27







  20.00


Aug 8th 







  16.10


            23







  10.00=230.25

Total Balance on hand
$27.00








Respectfully submitted,








    J. D. McClintock,






           Cor. Mem. Ex. Com. on For. Missions.

It was made the special order of the day for the Presbyterial Sermon to be preached at 11 o’clock a.m. on Saturday, and the Presbyterial Conference to be held immediately after the sermon.

Permission was granted the Starkville Church to employ the services of Rev G. T. Storey of the Miss. Presbytery for ¾ of his time for six months at a salary of $375.00.

Ministers appointed at the last meeting of Presbytery to supply vacant churches on the 5th Sabbaths of May and July reported compliance with the order or in case of non-compliance assigned satisfactory reasons for the same.

The commissioners to the last Gen. Assembly reported their attendance upon that duty and their diligence was commended.

Aberdeen was unanimously selected as the place for the net stated meeting of Presbytery.

Revs J. A. Mecklin & H. C. Smith were appointed to select subjects, preacher & essayist for next Presbyterial Sermon and Conference.
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Presbytery then rook recess until after public worship tonight.

Friday night, after public worship, Presbytery convened. The Moderator appointed the fol​low​ing committee to make an assessment for commissioners’ fund, viz.: J. M. Ware, R. F. Houston & D. D. McLaurin.

The Committee on the Minutes of the General Assembly and of Synod presented the fol​lowing report which was adopted:

Your committee would call attention to the following items—

(1) To a more liberal support of the cause of For. Missions enjoined by the Gen. Assem​bly. See Minutes, p. 361.

(2) To the urgent claims of Home Missions, including Sustentation, the Invalid and Evangel​istic Funds, p. 380.

(3) To the cause of Ministerial Education, p. 384.

(4) To the claims of the Institute at Tuscaloosa, p. 362.

(5) To the Assembly’s injunction respecting the Presbyterial Historical society, p. 363.

(6) To the Assembly’s injunction about preaching to the children of the Church, p. 379.

(7) The Presbyterial Assessment by the Assembly, p. 396.

(8) To overtures Nos. 3 and 4, touching discipline of Elders and Deacons, p. 396.

(9) To injunction of the Assembly touching the Revised Directory for Worship, p. 368.

(10) To report in Minutes of Synod of the increased interest manifested on subject of Infant Baptism, p. 20.

(11) To Synod’s injunction in reference to the South-Western Presbyterian, p. 24.








J. W. Moseley, Chm.

Elder Daniel McLeod from Vernal Church appeared and his name was enrolled.

At his request Rev J. Bardwell was excused from preaching the Presbyterial Sermon set for Saturday
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morning at eleven o’clock.

At the request of Rev M. J. McLean a commission was appointed consisting of Rev J. A. Mecklin, Rev A. B. Coit and R. Elders S. W. Aston of Lebanon Church and A. Ames, or in case of his failure, J. M. Ware, both elders of the Starkville Church, whose duty it shall be to visit the Mt Zion Church to inquire into & correct such evils as they find existing in said church & report the same to presbytery.

A like commission consisting of Rev A. B. Coit & Elders A. McCallum & d. D. McLaurin was appointed to visit the Paulding Church, [and] inquire into & correct rumored evils existing therein & report to next meeting of Presbytery.

Presbytery adjourned till 8 ½ o’clock tomorrow morning.










Closed with prayer.








8 ½ a.m.

Presbytery met & was opened with prayer. After 30 minutes spent in devotional exercises the minutes of yesterday were read and approved. 

Permission was given to Rev J. M. Smith of the Mississippi Presbytery to labor within our bounds for the next 6 months. 

Rev H. W. Flinn asked & obtained leave of absence from remaining sessions of Presby​tery after this morning. A like permission was also given to Rev J. A. Mecklin.

Committee on Assessment made the following report which was adopted, viz.:

Assessment for Commissioners’ Fund

Aberdeen
$8.00

Crawford
$4.00

Houston
$4.00

Beersheba
  2.00

DeKalb
  4.00

Knox

  5.00

Bethsalem
  6.00

Enterprise
  4.00

Lawrence
  3.25

Buena Vista
  4.00

Enon

  2.00

Lebanon
  3.25

Bethel

  3.25

Friendship
  5.00

Louisville
  2.50

Carolina
  2.00

Garlandsville
  2.00

Macon

  4.00

Centre Point
  2.00

Good Hope
  4.00

Meridian
  8.00

Columbus
16.00

Hamilton
  2.00

Montrose
  2.00


43.25



27.00



32.00









                                   $102.25
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Pendleton
$2.00

Salem

$1.50

Wahalak
$4.00

Pisgah

  2.00

Smyrna
  1.50

West Point
  1.50

Philadelphus
  2.00

Starkville
  5.00

Mt Zion
  3.50
Okolona
  4.00

Starkville
  5.00



  9.00



10.00



  9.50



  9.50











10.00

Amount brought from [previous] page $102.25


          $28.50

Total assessment for Commissioners’ Fund $130.75.

The committee appointed to select subjects for next Presbyterial Sermon & Essay, prea​cher and essayist, reported the following: Subject for Sermon—Effectual Calling. Prea​cher, J. Bardwell, D.D., with Rev M. J. McLean as alternate. Subject for Conference—“The Claims of the Colored People on Us as a Church.” Essayist, Capt. L. H. Woods, with T. B. Bradford as alternate. Report adopted.

The Evangelist, Rev A. B. Coit, made an interesting report of his labor to Presbytery and asked that he be authorized to organize a church at a point called McDonald’s Mill in Perry County, if the way be clear. His request was granted.




Presbytery took recess till after public worship at 11 o’clock a.m.

After public worship Presbytery met & resumed business.

The Presbyterial Conference was, for reasons deemed sufficient, pretermitted.

The Treasurer Rev. A. H. Barkley was ordered to pay $12.85 of unexpended funds in his hands to the Stated Clerk on his salary now in arrears.

Report of Committee on Home Evangelistic Work was presented by the chairman & was approved and is as follows:

The Committee on Home Evangelistic Work would report that our Evangelist, the Rev
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A. B. Coit has been actively engaged in his work since the last meeting of Presbytery mostly in the southern portion of our territory. He has visited & preached to all the vacant churches south of the V & M RR. Three of these churches—Vernal, Salem & Enon have united in securing the services of Rev J. M. Smith of the Miss. Presbytery—thus lessen​ing the number of vacant churches to be supplied by the Evangelist. During the remainder of the year he will be able to confine his labors to a more circumscribed field—thus ren​dering his service more effective to the churches in this field. Your committee has re​ceived from the Assembly’s Ex. Committee one hundred & sixteen & 20/100 dollars ($116.20) and paid over the same to the Evangelist. The churches supplied by him have not rendered to him that liberal support we had hoped for, as indicated by the following exhibit. Newton Church $21.00; Montrose $35.00; Garlandsville $6.00; Bethel $10.00; Pleasant Springs $11.50; Bloomfield $3.70; Lauderdale $7.50; Salem $6.00; Paulding $43.00; McDonald’s Mill $15.00; Total $88.20. It should be stated that some of the churches here enumerated have promised to increase their contributions, and others that have not contributed have promised to do so, so soon as the crop can be gathered & mar​keted. The committee would urge upon the churches thus supplied to exert themselves to do liberal things in supplying this work undertaken for their special benefit.







Joseph Bardwell, Chairman Committee.

The Treasurer made his report which was approved and is as follows: The Treasurer would report that he has received the following sums:

Presbyterial Tax


$9.50

Per Contra distributed

Synodical Tax



21.00

Paid Stated Clerk
$22.35

Commissioner’s Fund returned
12.85

Cash in hand

$23.00

Comm. Fund rec’d on 1882

  2.00


A. H. Barkley,
Total



          $45.35


Treasurer.
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The following narrative was presented by the Committee, adopted and ordered to be for​warded to Synod: The Presbytery in submitting its narrative to Synod, would report, that narratives have been received from only eleven churches within its bounds, and a major​ity of them are exceedingly meager in regard to those subjects which should be of vital in​terest to the churches. 

1st. Attendance on public worship. In most of these churches the attendance on the public min​is​​tra​tion of the Word is good at the morning service & one reports increased attend​ance, and a growing interest in the service of the afternoon. There is a great want of inter​est in the social meetings for prayer, and but few comparatively, take any active part in this most delightful service.

2nd. Family religion. But two churches report family altars in all the families of the church. The other reports reveal the sad fact that family religion is greatly neglected and that the professed followers of Christ and the heads of families are living in daily neglect of the duties & obligations which they owe to their families & to the great Head of the Church.

3rd. Observance of the Sabbath. Some progress has been made in the outward observance of the Lord’s Day since our last report, and our own people not only observe it as a day of rest, but recognize it as of divine institution.

4th. Sabbath Schools. An increased interest on this subject is reported in two of our churches. Several states that their numbers are small, and two have no Sabbath school. The Earnest Worker & Children’s Friend so far as reported, are used in but three of the schools. With but few exceptions the Sabbath schools are under the direct control of the Session of the respective churches.

5th. Catechetical instruction. Whilst this most important duty is faithfully attended to by a few of the heads of families, yet for the most part it is transferred from the family to the Sabbath school, and committed to the Superintendent & Teachers thereof.
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6th. Outpouring of the Holy Spirit. There has been no special outpouring of the Holy Spirit, and but few additions reported either by letter or on examination. In the absence of the Spirit’s gracious influences, intemperance, worldly amusements & other forms of sin have gained ground among us. The prevalence of intemperance in some localities has not failed to tell upon the church; and the open advocacy of worldly amusements by profes​sed followers of Christ has been & now is a stumbling-block in the way of many who are weak & unstable.

7th. Systematic Beneficence. The reports which come up to us disclose the sad fact that but few of our churches are doing anything for the cause of Christ in contributing of their substance to aid in the benevolent operations of the Church. But three of our churches report systematic contributions to the cause of Benevolence.

8th. Religious instruction of the colored people. But one church reports religious instruc​tion to the colored people in the way of a Sabbath school which is under the immediate control and direction of the Session.








A. H. Barkley, Chairman.

The following supplies were ordered for the vacant churches:

For Lauderdale—J. Bardwell, A. H. Barkley & J. D. McClintock, one Sabbath each.

For Wahalak—J. Bardwell, F. W. Roudebush & T. M. Lowry, one Sabbath each.

For Centre Point—G. S. Roudebush & T. M. Lowry, one Sabbath each.

For Pleasant Springs—J. A. Mecklin & M. J. McLean, one Sabbath each.

For Palo Alto—J. N. Carothers & H. W. Flinn, one Sabbath each.

For McDonald’s Mill—H. C. Smith two Sabbaths.

The following additional committees were appointed:

Committee on the Revised Directory of Worship—J. Bardwell, J. A. Mecklin and G. H. Woods.

Committee on Presbyterial Historical Society—A. H. Barkley, H. W. Flinn and J, M. Ware.

The following paper presented by Rev G. S. Roudebush, D.D., was unanimously adopted.

Resolved, That the thanks of this Presbytery be returned to the congregation of Good Hope Church and all others aiding them, for their attention & liberal generosity in enter​taining
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its members during this session of the body. For this labor of love and acct of Christian hospitality, may they receive the blessing of the Master who said, “Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these, my brethren, ye have done it unto me.”

2nd. Resolved. That the courtesy shown to the members of the body by the Mobile & Ohio and the Vicksburg & Meridian Railroads in a reduction of rates of travel, is highly appreciated and thankfully acknowledged.

The minutes of today’s proceedings were read & approved. On motion Presbytery then ad​journed with singing, prayer and the Apostolic benediction, to meet in the Presbyterian Church in Aberdeen on Thursday before the first full moon in April 1882 at 11 o’clock a.m.






Signed

J. D. McClintock, Moderator.








A. B. Coit, Temporary Clerk.

Attest:

Joseph Bardwell, Stated Clerk.

Examined in Synod and approved at the meeting at Vicksburg, Miss., Nov. 1, 1881.


Committee: Abe Wyckoff, W. T. Brown.      Joseph Bardwell, Moderator.
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Special Meeting at Vicksburg, Miss.








November 18, 1887

Presbytery met by order of Synod for the purpose of receiving Rev G. T. Storey from the Presbytery of Miss., if the way be clear, and was opened with prayer.

Present: Rev’d J. D. McClintock, Moderator, A. H. Barkley, A. B. Coit, J. Bardwell, T. M. Lowry, H. C. Smith, M. J. McLean & Ruling Elder J. A. Neilson of the Columbus Church.

The Stated Clerk was directed to act as Temporary Clerk.

Rev G. T. Storey presented a letter of dismission from the Presbytery of Mississippi, which was read and after due examination he was received as a member of this Presby​tery and his name ordered to be enrolled.

Presbytery then adjourned to meet in Aberdeen, on Thursday before the first full moon in April next, at 11 a.m. Closed with prayer.






Signed

John D. McClintock, Mod’r.








Joseph Bardwell, Tem. Clerk.

Attest:

Joseph Bardwell, Stated Clerk.
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Pro Re Nata Meeting at Meridian








Feb. 1st 1882, 10 o’clock a.m.

Pursuant to a call issued by the stated Clerk, January the 20th ult., in compliance with Book of Church Order, Form of Govt., Ch. V, Sec IV, Par. VIII, Presbytery met and was called to order by Rev J. W. Moseley, the last Moderator present & after prayer by Rev T. M. Lemly the roll was called, and the following members found to be present:

Ministers: J. W. Moseley, T. M. Lowry, A. B. Coit, H. W. Flinn & J. Bardwell, with Rul​ing Elder R. F. Houston from the Meridian Church. Absent: G. S. Roudebush, J. N. Caro​thers, G. T. Storey, A. H. Barkley, M. J. McLean, J. A. Mecklin, H. C. Smith & O. H. P. Smyth.

On motion the Stated Clerk was instructed to act as Temporary Clerk of this meeting. Rev T. M. Lowry presented a request to Presbytery, accompanied with a paper from the Aberdeen Church, properly authenticated, in which the congregation of that church united with him in the request praying that the pastoral relation existing between them be dissolved by Presbytery, with a view to his accepting a call to another field of labor. After due consideration of the subject in the light of an avowed conviction of duty on the part of Brother Lowry the request was granted and Presbytery declared the pastoral relation be​tween him & the Aberdeen Church to be hereby dissolved. Rev H. W. Flinn was direc​ted to preach in the said church on the 4th Sabbath of this month (February) and declare the pulpit vacant.

Rev T. M. Lowry tendered his resignation of the office of corresponding member of the Gen. Assembly’s Ex. Committee of Education, which was accepted, and Rev H. W. Flinn was appointed his successor pro tem., till the stated meeting of Presbytery (next).

At the request of Rev T. M. Lowry the Stated Clerk was ordered to give him a letter of dismission from this Presbytery to the Presbytery of East Ala., cordially commending him to the Christian affection & confidence of the members of that body.

The minutes were read and approved. Presbytery then adjourned with singing, prayer & the apostolic benediction, to meet on Thursday before the first full moon in April next, in Aberdeen, at 11 o’clock a.m.






Signed

J. W. Moseley, Moderator

Attest:

Joseph Bardwell, Stated Clerk.
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Aberdeen, Miss., March 30th 1882

Pursuant to adjournment Presbytery met in the Presbyterian Church and was opened by a sermon from the last moderator present, Rev G. S. Roudebush, D.D. from [blank].

After sermon Presbytery was constituted with prayer; the roll was called, & the following members were present. Ministers—G. S. Roudebush, G. T. Storey, A. B. Coit, H. C. Smith, H. W. Flinn and Jos. Bardwell. R. Elders—R. F. Houston from Meridian Church, D. W. Hamiter from Macon, A. Ames from Starkville, J. J. Armistead from Lawrence, G. L. Reive from Unity, Wm A. McMillan from Aberdeen, & J. A. Orr from Columbus.

Rev. G. T. Storey was elected Moderator, and W. D. Hamiter Temporary Clerk.

Reasons for absence from present meeting of Presbytery were received from A. H. Bark​ley, J. N. Carothers, J. W. Moseley, M. J. McLean, O. H. P. Smyth & sustained.

The Stated Clerk, in a few appropriate words, announced to Presbytery the death of Rev Jno. D. McClintock, D.D., pastor of the Presbyterian Church in Columbus, which occur​red on [December 12, 1881]. Whereupon Judge J. A. Orr moved that a memorial service be held tonight at the close of public worship and that Rev Dr Bardwell be appointed to pres​ent to Presbytery a suitable obituary of our deceased brother for its adoption. Motion was adopted.







Presbytery took recess till 3 o’clock p.m.

Presbytery convened & resumed business. The minutes of the last stated and the pro re nata meetings of Presbytery were read and also the Standing Rules. 

Rev A. B. Coit (Evangelist) reported that in accordance with instructions given him at the last stated meeting of Presbytery he had organized a church at McDonald’s Mill, in Perry County, Miss., consisting [of]
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two elders, one deacon and 12 members.

Ministers appointed to supply vacant churches at last meeting, reported compliance for the most part, or assigned satisfactory reasons in case of non-compliance.

Revs J. H. Leps of Greenbrier Pres., W. Va. and I. P. Osborne of Tuskaloosa Presbytery were invited to seats as corresponding members of Presbytery, and Rev R. P. Mitchell of the M. E. Church South as a visiting brother.

Rev H. W. Flinn reported that he had complied with the order of Presbytery given at its recent pro re nata meeting, in reference to preaching in the Aberdeen Church & declaring its pulpit vacant.

The Moderator announced the following committees:

Committee on Bills and Overtures:

G. S. Roudebush, D.D., H. C. Smith and A. Ames.

Judicial Committee:

A. B. Coit, J. A. Orr and R. F. Houston.

Comm. on Narrative:

H. W. Flinn, J. J. Armistead, Geo. L. Reive.

Sabbath Schools:

H. C. Smith, G. S. Roudebush & R. F. Houston.

Devotional Exercises:

Wm A. McMillan and J. A. Orr.

Committees on Church Records:

On records of Aberdeen, Friendship, Okolona, Houston, Buena Vista, West Point, Col​um​bus, Starkville, Bethel, & Crawford Churches—H. C. Smith and J. J. Armistead.

On records of Macon, Centre Point, Louisville, Bethsalem, Mt Zion, Lebanon, Carolina DeKalb, Smyrna, Pleasant Springs, Knox, Wahalak & Lauderdale Chs—H. W. Flinn and A. Ames.

On records of Meridian, Toomsuba, Enterprise, Philadelphus, Paulding, Good Hope, Enon, Vernal, Salem, Pisgah, Pendleton, Garlandsville, Montrose, Lawrence, Newton, Unity, Beersheba, & Hamilton—G. S. Roudebush & J. A. Orr.
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Narratives were received & read from the following churches & referred to the Com​mittee on Narrative, viz.: Aberdeen, Bethel, Columbus, Enon, Macon, Meridian, Oko​lona, Starkville, Unity & Vernal.

The Standing Rule No. 7 was suspended, and it was ordered that the devotional exercises of Presbytery be held daily from 11:30 to 12 o’clock noon.

Presbytery took recess till after public worship to-night.

At the close of public worship Presbytery was called to order & proceeded to the Memor​ial Service appointed for that hour. Rev Dr Bardwell read an obituary (which he had pre​pared by special request) of our deceased brother the Rev Jno D. McClintock, D.D., and after appropriate remarks made by several of the brethren, the obituary was unanimously adopted & ordered to be spread upon the records of Presbytery:

Obituary [The Rev John David McClintock, D.D.]

As a Presbytery, we are convened under the shadow of a great sorrow. Since our last stated meeting, death has again entered our ranks and stricken down in the vigor of men​tal and spiritual strength, one of the ablest, most devoted and beloved of our number—the Rev. John David McClintock, D.D., pastor of the Presbyterian Church in Columbus. He died December 12, 1881, at his home in the aforementioned city.

He had but recently returned from the meeting of Synod in Vicksburg, where he had taken an active part in the deliberations of that body. At the earnest solicitation of the pastor of the Jackson Church he spent the Sabbath in that city, and preached with great acceptance. On his way home he contracted a severe cold, which finally terminated in a fatal attack of pneumonia.

Our brother had been in feeble health for some time, and during the two months or more immediately preceding his death his strength had been severely taxed by almost incessant watching by the sick bed of his beloved wife and a dear infant boy, whom he resigned to the arms of the Great Shepherd only a few weeks before. It was indeed a sore trial to him to part with the little cherub that had nestled so close to his heart; but, like David, he could say, “I shall go to him, but he shall not return to me.” Little did he anticipate the shortness of their separation and the nearness of their reunion in the Father’s home. “It is well with the child,” “it is well with the father.”

The Rev. John David McClintock was born in Nicholas County, Ky., February 24, 1836. His parents were John McClintock and Nancy McKee. In early boyhood he entered Han​over College, Ind., and subsequently graduated there in the year 1858. During his senior year he united with the Presbyterian Church in Hanover, Ind., and soon thereafter became impressed with the duty to serve God in the work of the ministry. But meeting with an accident, about the time of his graduation, or soon after, which disabled him for six months, he did not enter upon his theological studies till the year following. In Sept​ember 1859, he entered the Theological Seminary in Princeton, N. J., and after a three years’ course of study, graduated in that honored school of the prophets in 1862. July 7, 1862, he was licensed by Philadelphia Central Presbytery, and soon thereafter transferred to Ebenezer Presbytery, Ky. From November 29, 1862 to August 1863, he supplied the Church at Flemingsburg, Ky., during the absence of the pastor. In November 1863, he removed to Cabell County, W. Va., and supplied the Marshall Academy or West​ern (now Huntington) Church. The following spring (April 11, 1864), he was ordained by the Pres​by​tery
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of Ebenezer, and did the work of an evangelist for one year. In 1865, he became stated supply to Catlettsburg Church in Kentucky and the Huntington Church in Vest Virginia, which relation he sustained to these united churches till in 1873, when the Huntington Church called for his entire services as pastor, and he was installed pastor of the same by Greenbrier Presbytery, June 7, 1873. In May 1876, he received a call from the Presbyterian Church of Columbus, Miss., to become pastor. With that wisdom for which he was proverbial, he was slow in accepting the call, preferring to hold in suspense his decision until the path of duty should be made plain. He at once, however, consented to supply the church for twelve months, and with that purpose transferred his membership to the Presbytery of Tombeckbee. The field of labor upon which he now entered was one beset with peculiar difficulties—a refined and cultivated people among whom dissension had sprung up, which only the greatest pastoral wisdom and fidelity could remove. Our brother was aware of these things, and not till pressed by the call of the congregation, after a stay of nearly a year with them, did he consent to have the pastoral relation estab​lished, on the 27th of April 1877. From the time of his entrance upon this field of labor to its termination by death, his labors have been unremitting whenever his physical strength would permit. The people of his charge had learned to regard him with a feeling almost akin to idolatry. He was the healer of dissensions and the bond of union among the entire community. All denominations loved, trusted and reverenced him. As a testimonial of the estimate in which he was held as a scholar, a preacher, a theologian and a Christian gentleman by his brethren of the ministry, the honorary degree of “D.D.” was conferred on him in June 1879, by a unanimous vote of the Board of Directors of the Southwestern Presbyterian University—a compliment worthily bestowed and modestly but honorably worn. In his death we feel the Church has sustained a great affliction, and the community in which he lived (to human seeming) an irreparable loss. Our brother’s last hours were eminently peaceful. He was perfectly conscious and confident in hope to the very mo​ment of death. Indeed, there seemed to be no break in the continuity of consciousness; it was to him but a step across the narrow stream. Those who waited round his dying couch will have sweeter views of death and brighter prospects of their future glory. The funeral of our brother was attended by a large concourse of loving and sorrowing friends. The en​tire community thronged the church building to its utmost capacity. It is worthy of men​tion that the gallery of the church was crowded with colored people, who gave expression to their sense of loss in copious tears, and one of their ministers said to the writer that no man had lived in the community who had such a hold on the confidence and affection of the colored people, and who could accomplish so much for their spiritual good. The fruit of his work among this people is to be seen in a large flourishing Sabbath-school held in the basement of his church every Sabbath afternoon. 

Bro. McClintock was married in Catlettsburg, Ky., June 26, 1871, to Margaret M., daugh​ter of Judge George Brown, who now survives him with three lovely little boys. May the Blessed Redeemer reveal Himself to them as a Father to the fatherless, and a Husband to the widow! As a Presbytery, we will commend them in prayer and faith to the protection and blessing of our covenant-keeping God.

Presbytery then adjourned until 9 o’clock tomorrow (Friday) morning.










    Closed with prayer.
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Friday, 9 o’clock a.m.

Presbytery met and was opened with prayer. Members present as yesterday. The minutes of yesterday were read & approved.

The commission appointed at last stated meeting of presbytery to visit Mt Zion Church reported that they had discharged that duty and submit the result to Presbytery, viz.: Upon satisfactory proof (and admitted by the defendant, Mr A. J. Caldwell an Elder of that church), the said Caldwell had been found guilty of conduct grossly inconsistent with Christ​ian character, whereupon he was suspended from the Eldership indefinitely and from the communion of the Church for six months. The report was adopted, thereby con​firming the action of the commission.

The commission appointed to visit Paulding Church made their report which was laid on the table, & the commission discharged.

Rev I. P. Osborne presented a letter of dismission from the Presbytery of Tuskaloosa, and after due examination was received as a member of this Presbytery, and his [name] or​dered to be enrolled.

The Columbus Church presented a call for the pastoral services of the Rev W. S. Plum​mer Bryan of Lexington Presbytery, Va., and asked permission to prosecute the call be​fore his Presbytery. The call was referred to a special committee which reported it in or​der and the request of the church was granted.
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The records of the following churches were approved, viz.: Columbus, Aberdeen, Meri​dian, Houston, Macon, Okolona, Starkville & Lawrence. Those of Bethel Church were approved with the exception that the minutes do not show that the last meeting of Session was adjourned. Half an hour was spent in devotional exercises, after which Presbytery took recess till 3 o’clock p.m.









3 p.m.

Presbytery met & resumed business. Rev H. W. Flinn presented a request to Presbytery asking for the dissolution of the pastoral relation between himself and the Okolona & West Point Churches. Letters were received & read from these churches concurring in the request of the pastor for the dissolution of the pastoral relation. Upon inquiry the fact was developed that these churches were somewhat in arrears with the pastor, whereupon Pres​by​tery granted the request & declared the pastoral relation dissolved; but at the same time appointed a commission consisting of Rev J. H. Bardwell & Judge J. A. Orr to visit said churches urging them to take speedy steps to liquidate their indebtedness to their late pas​tor.

Rev A. B. Coit and Ruling Elder J. J. Armistead were elected principal commissioners to the next Gen. Assembly and Rev H. C. Smith and Ruling Elder A. Ames their alternates. 

Unity Church was chosen as the place for next stated meeting of Presbytery.

Standing Rule No. 6 was suspended and Thursday before the first full moon in Sept. next at 11 o’clock a.m., was selected as the time of meeting.

Rev Mr McCoy of [the] M. E. Church South was invited to sit as a visiting brother.
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Leave of absence from the remaining sessions of Presbytery was granted to Judge J. A. Orr.

The Starkville and Bethel Churches asked & obtained permission to employ Rev G. T. Storey for the next six months –the former asking for ¾ and the latter ¼ of his time.

Macon Church asked & obtained permission to continue the services of Rev A. H. Barkley for ½ of his time for next 12 months promising him a salary of $375.00.

Unity Church asked & obtained leave to employ Rev I. P. Osborne as stated supply for the next 12 months.

The request of Rev M. J. McLean that he be permitted to continue his labors with the Bethsalem, Louisville & Mt Zion Churches was granted: provided said churches desire to continue him as stated supply, and will make satisfactory arrangements for his support.

Permission was given to Rev J. M. Smith of Mississippi [Presbytery] to labor within our bounds for the next six months.

Rev H. W. Flinn made a verbal report to Presbytery that no funds for the cause of Education had been received by him during the short interval in which he had charge of that department of the church’s benevolent work. 

At his own request a letter of dismission was ordered to be given to Bro. Flinn to connect himself with the Presbytery of New Orleans, and he was granted leave of absence from the remaining sessions of Presbytery.

[171]

Rev G. T. Storey was appointed Cor. Mem. of Assembly’s Ex. Committee on Foreign Mis​sions and of Publication [in the place of] Rev Dr J. D. McClintock, deceased.

The Narrative of the State of Religion to the Gen. Assembly was read & adopted, and ordered to be sent to the Gen. Assembly to meet in Atlanta, Georgia, viz.:

Narrative—Tombeckbee Presbytery to the General Assembly.

In submitting the following report on the state of religion in our bounds, we find that while there are many things which should call forth our gratitude to God, there are many more reasons why we should humble ourselves before Him and pray earnestly for His blessing upon us.

(1) Attendance on Public & Social Worship. A few of our churches report a favorable change under this head, but many of them complain of too little attendance on evening preaching and the weekly prayer meeting.

(2) Family Religion. Under this head we note a more deplorable neglect of Christian duty than almost any other—there being only two churches which report favorably on this subject.

(3) Observance of the Sabbath. It is gratifying to find that, in the main, there is at least an outward observance of the Sabbath; although a serious doubt is expressed by some as to the true spiritual sanctification of this day.

(4) Sabbath Schools. It appears from the reports, that about ½ of our churches keep up a regular Sab. School. A few of these schools are reported as in a flourishing condition and most of them are under the direct control of the Session.

(5) Catechetical instruction is confined too generally & exclusively to the Sabbath & often done in a perfunctory
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manner, while home catechizing of children, as of old, is lamentably neglected.

(6) No special outpourings of the Holy Spirit are reported in any of the churches, though several of them report gradual accessions to their communion & a good degree of spirit​ual growth among their membership. But as a Presbytery we have to report a very wide​spread spiritual dearth.

(7) Intemperance and Worldly Amusements. As it respects these evils we have reason for devout thanksgiving, that so large a number of our churches report almost entire exemp​tion from them.

(8) Ministration of the Word. This is a most gloomy feature of our condition, that so large a number of our churches are vacant and wholly dependent on the occasional visit of the Evangelist, while many of those which have stated supplies, enjoy the ministration of the Word only once or twice per month. Only three of our churches have preaching every Sabbath, and of these three, two are now vacant, one by the death & the other by the removal of its pastor.

(9) Systematic Beneficence. While the whole amount contributed is small, yet in view of the great number of vacant churches & of the partial ministration of the Word among so many more, and the impoverished condition of nearly all—we are reluctant to censure severely what might, at first view, appear to be great dereliction of duty on their part.
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(10) Only one or two of the churches report any direct efforts for the spiritual instruction of the colored race. A general indisposition for such instruction, at the hands of the white people, on their part, is pleaded as the excuse for non-action on our part.








Respectfully submitted,








A. M. Flinn, Chairman.

Presbytery adjourned to meet at 9 a.m. tomorrow.









Closed with prayer.








Saturday, 9 o’clock a.m.

Presbytery met & was opened with prayer. Members present as on yesterday, except those who were granted leave of absence. The minutes of yesterday were read and ap​proved.

The Evangelist, Rev A. B. Coit, submitted the following report of his labors from April 1st 1881 to April 1, 1882. Preached to Newton Church 7 Sabbaths, Lawrence 7 Sabbaths, Garlandsville 7 Sabbaths, Montrose 7 Sabbaths, constituting one group from which he received in compensation for his labors, $164.20. To Pleasant Springs, Lauderdale & Bethel Churches each 2 Sabbaths, contributed $40.00. To McDonald’s and Wahalak Churches, each 4 Sabbaths, $46.00. To Paulding Church 5 Sabbaths, $16.00. To Bloomfield & Salem 1 Sabbath each, $8.75. Total amount received $254.95. Also preached at Enon 2 Sabbaths (one to whites & 1 to blacks), Decatur, Augusta, Enterprise & Bethsalem one Sabbath each. 








Respectfully submitted,








A. B. Coit, Evangelist.

Report was approved.
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The Judicial Committee and the Committee on Bills & Overtures reported that no busi​ness had come before them, and at their request were discharged.







Presbytery took recess for half an hour.

After recess Presbytery was convened & resumed business.

The Committee on Sabbath schools made the following report which [was] received, adopted & ordered to be forwarded to the Gen. Assembly.

Report on Sabbath Schools

Only nine of our 41 Churches have reported on this subject. From these reports it appears that all the schools reporting are under the supervision & control of the Session. We [illegible word] the annexed exhibit.



    No. Enrolled

No. admitted

Contributions to



Teachers Scholars
              to Church

    Beneficence

Aberdeen
       7
        42




        $15.25

Columbus
     23           86

   3 pupils

    $12.11 + 86.30

Meridian              13
      100                           2 pupils

          68.20

Starkville
    12          100                                                                      20.70

Good Hope            6            40                                                                        4.00

Macon                  11           53                           2 pupils                              23.45

Houston                 4            30                                                                      15.00

Bethel                  

Unity

Total                     76         451

   7 pupils                           $164.00








Respectfully submitted,








H. C. Smith, Chairman.

The following appointments for supplies were made from April 1882 to September fol​low​ing. The 5th Sabbaths of April. 

Ordered that Rev J. Bardwell preach at Newton and at Knox on the 5th Sabbath of July.
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5th Sab. of April, Rev A. H. Barkley at Lauderdale and 5th Sab. July at Wahalak.

5th Sab. of April, Rev A. B. Coit at Prairie (alias Wahalak); 5th Sab. July at Montrose.

5th Sab. of April, Rev J. W. Moseley at Garlandsville and 5th Sab. July at Lauderdale.

5th Sab. of April, Rev J. A, Mecklin [blank] and 5th Sab. July at Pleasant Springs.

5th Sab. of April, Rev M. J. McLean at Pleasant Springs, and 5th Sab. July at [blank].

5th Sab. of April, Rev Roudebush at Okolona, and 5th Sab. July at Centre Point.

5th Sab. of April, Rev H. C. Smith at Paulding, and 5th Sab. July at Paulding.

5th Sab. of April, Rev O. H. P. Smyth at Lawrence, and 5th Sab. of July at Decatur.

5th Sab. of April, Rev I. P. Osborne at West Point, and 5th Sab. of July at Okolona.

Leave of absence from remaining sessions of Presbytery was given to Rev I. P. Osborne and Elder A. Ames and G. L. Reive. 







Presbytery took recess till 2 o’clock p.m.








2 o’clock p.m.

Presbytery met and resumed business. 

The Committee on the Revised Directory of Worship reported, recommending that Pres​by​tery do approve of the same, excepting the recommendation respecting the reading of sermons which should be left to the judgment & discretion of each minister. The report was unanimously adopted & ordered to be forwarded to the next Assembly.

A letter was received from Rev J. N. Carothers giving satisfactory reasons for absence from present meeting of Presbytery. In view of the recent great affliction of Bro. Caro​thers in the death of his devoted wife, and his own great feebleness of health the Stated Clerk was directed to address a letter to him conveying to him the deep sympathy & fra​ter​nal re​gard of the members of Presbytery. On motion Presbytery then engaged in prayer in behalf of our afflicted brother, led by the Moderator, commending him to the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, & the sure covenant mercies of Him who has promised never to leave or forsake His dear people.
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The corresponding member of the Assembly’s Executive Committee on Home Missions presented the following report which was approved.

Sustentation. Money Received.

1881, April 7

From 
Aberdeen Church

$25.00





Crawford


    1.00





Friendship


    2.00





Houston


    2.00





Buena Vista


    2.00

         April 8


West Point


    2.00





Okolona


    2.00

         September

Bethel



    1.25

1882-January


Meridian


  23.35

         February 14

Okolona


    4.00

        



West Point


    4.00

         February 28

Houston


    3.50





Friendship


    1.00

         March 2


Aberdeen


    9.45

         March 4


Macon



    2.25

         March 14

Starkville


    5.00

         March 16

Toomsuba


    2.00

         March 30

Columbus


    5.15





Good Hope


    3.00=$99.95

Evangelistic Fund

1889-Sept.

From 
Aberdeen Church

$10.00




 
Pisgah



  16.50





Good Hope


    8.65





Bethsalem


    4.25





Meridian


    6.95

1882-Feb 28


Friendship


    3.75





Buena Vista


    1.75

         March 29

Aberdeen


    5.50  

         March 30

Columbus                                  13.10=$70.45
[Total for both funds]





            $170.40
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Invalid Fund. Money Received.

1881-July

From 
Meridian Church

$11.15

         Sept.


Pisgah



    3.40

         Oct.


Aberdeen


    9.10

1882-March 30
            Columbus


    1.00

         March 31

Buena Vista


    2.25





Friendship


    1.00





Houston


    3.75=$31.65
1882-April 1st. Total amt. rec’d to date     [all three causes]             $202.05

Since the death of Rev J. D. McClintock, D.D., the Cor. Mem. of Assembly’s Ex. Comm. on For. Missions & Publication, the undersigned has, at the request of brethren, attended to the duties of that office and herewith submits the following report:

1882


Foreign Missions. Money Received.

Feb.


From 
Lawrence Church

$10.00

Feb. 15


Columbus Sab. School
  11.40




Ladies Miss. Society, Starkville
    5.00




Little Workers, Starkville Ch.

    5.00

March 25

Ladies Miss. Society, Macon
              14.00

March 30

Columbus Church


  21.65




Houston



    3.00




Friendship



    2.00=$72.95

1882


Publication (Money rec’d)

March 5th

From 
Meridian Church

  $8.60

March 21st


Starkville


    4.65

March 30


Columbus


    3.60





Okolona


    3.10





Buena Vista


    3.00=22.95
1882-April 1st


Total Amt. received

           $95.00
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Rev J. Bardwell, Cor. Mem. of Assembly’s Ex. Committee on Home Missions, asked to be relieved from the duties of this office (on view of his labors as Stated Clerk) and nom​inated Rev A. H. Barkley as his successor. The request was granted and Rev A. H. Bark​ley appointed Cor. Mem. &c on Home Missions.

Rev H. C. Smith was appointed Cor. Mem. of Assembly’s Ex. Committee on Education [in place of] Rev T. M. Lowry, resigned—see p. 162.

Standing Rule No 5 was suspended, and the Presbyterial Sermon and Conference with the same subjects, preacher & essayist (see p. 156) were deferred till the next stated meeting of Presbytery.

Overture of Gen. Assembly on p. 396, Minutes 1881, touching the demission of Ruling Elders and Deacons was answered in the affirmative, that is, that Chapter XII, Sec. 3, Book of Discipline shall be changed so as to read, “This provision shall apply mutatis mutandis, to the case of Ruling Elders & Deacons,” substituting the Session for the Presbytery, in the matter of jurisdiction in such cases.

Permission was granted to the Good Hope, Pisgah, & Pendleton Churches to continue the services of Rev H. C. Smith as stated supply for the next twelve months.

The committee consisting of Rev H. C. Smith, A. B. Coit & W. A. McMillan to whom the case of Alfred Cooper (colored), a candidate taken under the care of Presbytery at its last stated meeting, was referred reported, that, in view of the advanced age, the very limited & imperfect education & the slow progress of the candidate as reported by the professors at the Tuscaloosa Institute, Presbytery deems it unwise to continue him longer under its care
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as a candidate for the ministry, with no reasonable hope of his ever attaining to such a degree of qualification as would justify Presbytery in ordaining him to the work of the ministry. This action is in no way designed to reflect upon his moral character as a Christ​​ian, or affect his standing as a member of the Pisgah Church in good & regular standing. This report was unanimously adopted & Rev J. Bardwell directed to notify Alfred Cooper & the faculty of the Tuscaloosa Institute of this action.

A vote of thanks was unanimously adopted to the citizens of Aberdeen for their generous hospitality to the members of Presbytery, and to the several churches tendering to Pres​bytery the use of their pulpits on Sabbath.

The minutes of today were read & approved. 

Presbytery then adjourned with singing, prayer and the apostolic benediction, to meet again at Unity Church in Lowndes County, on Thursday before the first full moon in September next, at 11 o’clock a.m.






Signed

G. T. Storey, Moderator.








D. M. Hamiter, Tem. Clk.

Attest:

Joseph Bardwell, Stated Clerk.
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Pro Re Nata Meeting








A. & M. College near Starkville








July 5th 1882.

Pursuant to a call issued by the Moderator in accordance with Chapter V, Sec. IV, Art VIII, Book of Church Order, Presbytery met at 10 o’clock a.m. and was opened with prayer. 

The roll was called and the following members were present: Ministers—A. H. Barkley, J. N. Carothers, J. Bardwell, A. B. Coit, G. S. Roudebush & G. T. Storey—6; [and] Rul​ing Elders—Albion Ames from Starkville Church; Dayton Hale from Columbus Church, [and] J. W. Patty from Macon Church.

The Moderator stated the objects of the meeting as specified in the call, viz.: To authorize the Columbus Church, if the way be clear, to prosecute a call before the Central Miss. Presbytery, for the pastoral services of the Rev Robert Price, D.D., of Vicksburg, and to reconsider the plan of the next meeting of Presbytery. 

Elder A. Ames was appointed Tem. Clerk. 

Col. J. L. Power, a well-known Ruling Elder of the Jackson Pres. Church, being present, was invited to sit as a corresponding member.

A call from the Columbus Church for the pastoral services of the Rev Dr Robert Price of Vicksburg, was presented by the commission from that church and permission asked by the commission in behalf of the Church, to prosecute the call before the Presbytery of Central Mississippi.

The call was referred to a committee, consisting of A. H. Barkley, J. N. Carothers & J. W. Patty who in a few moments reported it to be in order and recommended that the request be granted. The report of the committee was unanimously adopted & the Church authorized to prosecute the call
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The second object of the called meeting—to reconsider the place of the next stated meet​ing of Presbytery was then taken up, and letters were read from Rev I. P. Osborne assign​ing satisfactory reasons why the contemplated change of place should not be made. Where​upon, on motion by Rev J. Bardwell, it was resolved unanimously that Presbytery do not reconsider the vote taken at the last stated meeting fixing the place for the next stated meeting of Presbytery.

The minutes were read and approved. Presbytery then adjourned to meet at Unity Church on Thursday before the first full moon in September next, at 11 a.m. Closed with prayer and apostolic benediction.






Signed

G. T. Storey, Moderator








A. Ames, Tem. Clk.

Attest:

Joseph Bardwell, Stated Clerk.
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Unity Church,








Thursday, 11 o’clock a.m.








Sept. 21st 1882.

Presbytery met pursuant to adjournment and was opened by a sermon from Rev G. T. Storey, retiring Moderator from [blank].

After sermon Presbytery was constituted with prayer. The roll was called & the following members were present: Ministers—A. H. Barkley, J. Bardwell, J. N. Carothers, A. B. Coit, J. A. Mecklin, I. P. Osborne & G. T. Storey; Ruling Elders—S. R. Boyd from Lebanon Church; J. M. Ware from Starkville; J. A. Neilson from Columbus Ch.; J. W. Patty from Macon; Dr J. D. Hutchinson from Hamilton; G. L. Reid from Unity Ch., and W. A. McMillan from Aberdeen Church.

Rev A. B. Coit was elected Moderator and J. M. Ware Temporary Clerk.

The minutes of the last stated & pro re nata meeting, and the Standing Rules of Presby​tery were read.

The Moderator announced the following standing committees:

Bills & Overtures: Rev G. T. Storey, J. A. Mecklin & F. D. Hutchinson.

Judicial Committee—J. Bardwell, I. P. Osborne and J. M. Ware.

Narrative: G. T. Storey, J. D. Hutchinson & S. R. Boyd.

Statistical: J. N. Carothers & J. W. Patty.

On Minutes of Gen. Assembly: J. A. Mecklin, A. H. Barkley, S. R. Boyd & J. D. Hutchinson.

Devotional Exercises: I. P. Osborne, W. A. McMillan & J. A. Neilson.

On Leave of Absence: J. W. Patty, G. L. Reid & S. R. Boyd.

The hearing of narratives from the churches was made the first order for Friday morning.

Presbytery adjourned [to meet at] 9 o’clock tomorrow morning. 










Closed with prayer.
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9 o’clock a.m.

Presbytery met and was opened with prayer. After half an hour spent in devotional exer​cises, business was resumed, and the minutes of yesterday were read and approved.

Narratives from the following churches were received, read & referred to the Committee on the Narrative to Synod, viz.: Bethel, Buena Vista, Columbus, Enon, Enterprise, Friend​ship, Houston, Lebanon, Macon, Meridian, Starkville, Salem and Vernal.

10 o’clock a.m. Saturday was made the order of the day for hearing report on Home Missions.

Rev T. W. Wood of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church was invited to sit as a visiting brother, and was introduced to the body by the Moderator.

A call from the Columbus Church for the pastoral services of Rev R. B. McAlpine of Goldsboro, N. C., was presented by the commission of the church, praying that they be permitted to prosecute the same before the Presbytery of Wilmington, of which Mr Mc​Alpine is a member. The call was referred to a special committee who reported it in order, and recommended that the request of the church through its commission be granted. Report adopted.

Letters were received & read from Revs J. W. Moseley and M. J. McLean assigning reasons for absence from present meeting of Presbytery which were sustained as satisfac​tory.

Rev J. D. West of the Chickasaw Presbytery, asked & obtained permission to labor in our bounds for the next six months, and the Aberdeen Church at its request, was authorized to employ the services of Bro. West for ¾ of his time during the same period at a salary of $400.00. 

Rev J. M. Smith of Miss. Presbytery asked & obtained permission to continue his labors with the Enon, Salem,

[184]

and Vernal Churches for the next six months.







    Presbytery took recess till 2 o’clock p.m.








2 o’clock

Presbytery met & resumed business. Upon a representation made by authority of the only surviving trustee of Beersheba Church that there were only five surviving members of the church with no reasonable hope of reviving & maintaining the organization, and a desire felt by the members favorable to selling the church building & dissolving the organi​za​tion, it was ordered that the Trustee be authorized & instituted to make sale of the church building on such terms as he can secure and deposit the funds with the Treas​urer of Pres​by​tery. It was further ordered that the church organization be dissolved, and that Rev I. P. Osborne and Elder J. A. Neilson be directed to visit the Church and give letters to the members dismissing them to such church or churches as they may de​sire.

A petition signed by sundry members of the Lebanon, Bethsalem & French Camp Churches was presented to Presbytery by Rev J. A. Mecklin, praying that a church be organized at a point central between the aforesaid churches and near Beulah Baptist Church in Choctaw County. In response to this petition [it was] ordered that a commis​sion be appointed to organize such church if the way be clear, at such time as they may select, the commission to consist of Revs J. A. Mecklin & A. B. Coit and Elders S. W. Aston of Lebanon & J. W. Johnson of Bethsalem Church, and that Rev A. H. Mecklin of the Central Miss.
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Presbytery be requested to aid the commission in this work. 

Lauderdale Church was unanimously chosen as the place for the next stated meeting of Presbytery.

Presbytery then adjourned till 9 o’clock tomorrow morning.










Closed with prayer.








9 o’clock a.m.

Presbytery met & was opened with prayer. Half an hour was spent in devotional exer​cises, after which business was resumed and the minutes of yesterday were read & ap​proved.

The Cor. Mem. of the Assembly’s Ex. Committee on Foreign Missions and Publication made the following report which was approved.

Foreign Missions

1882
May

From 
Knox Church (at Scooba)

$4.70





Macon




  4.00





Bethel




  7.90





Starkville



17.50


June 3rd

Meridian



  9.00


July 5


Lebanon



10.00





Houston



  3.00





Friendship



  2.00


June 2nd

Willing Hands, Macon Ch.

  5.70


July 1st


Little Workers, Starkville

15.00


July & Sept.

Columbus Sab. School

  9.85


August


Ladies Miss. Society, Macon

14.95=$103.60.

Per Contra

1882
July 7


Forwarded to L. C. Inglis

$77.80


July 28







    6.50


Aug 30







  14.85


July 28


Pd for Money Order


      .10


Aug 30







      .10=99.35





Bal. in hand




 $4.25







Signed
G. T. Storey






Presby. Cor. Mem. of Assembly’s Ex. Comm.
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Publication

July 1882

Rec’d from Salem Church


$5.00

Sept 13/’82

Forward to Dr J. K. Hazen


  5.00







Signed
G. T. Storey, Cor. Mem &c.

Rev J. Bardwell reported that for reasons he deemed sufficient & which he stated to Presbytery, he had not made known to Alfred Cooper (colored candidate) the action taken in reference to him at the last spring meeting of Presbytery (see pp. 178 & 179), but that unless Presbytery should reconsider its action he should at once communicate the facts to said Cooper as herein before provided. The report was received & approved.

A special committee consisting of Rev G. T. Storey & Elders J. W. Patty & J. D. Hutch​in​son was appointed to devise means to pay off arrearages due former Evangelist and the present Stated Clerk. 








10 o’clock a.m. 

The order of the day was taken up, and the Cor. Member of Assembly’s Ex. Comm. on Home Missions made the following report which was approved.

Report on Home Missions

In submitting his semi-annual report your Cor. Mem. of Assembly’s Ex. Committee would beg leave to state that the sum of $11.65 has been received for the several causes embraced under the general head of Home Missions, viz.:

Invalid Fund

July 25/’82

Rec’d from 
Wahalak Ch.

$2.55

Aug 11




Macon


  3.00






Meridian

  5.15=$10.70.
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Sustentation

July 28/’82

Received from Lauderdale Church
$6.30






Pleasant Springs
  2.40=$8.70

Evangelistic Fund

Aug 14/’82
Rec’d from Ladies Miss. Society, Macon
$28.50




Willing Hands of Macon

  10.25

Aug 18


Philadelphus Church


  36.55


Sept 5


Enterprise Church


    2.00

Sept 16

Macon




    3.10

Sept 11

Garlandsville



    2.00

Sept 16

Starkville



    6.15

Sept 21

Rev J. A. Mecklin


      .50

Sept 22

Houston Church


    2.00





Friendship Church


    3.00




Buena Vista



    2.00




Hamilton



    1.00= $97.05



Total





$116.45

From this exhibit it will be seen that 3 churches have contributed to the Invalid Fund, 2 to Sustentation, and 9 to the Evangelistic Fund. Others may & doubtless have done some​thing for the above objects; but if so their contributions failed to pass through the channel authorized by the General Assembly & adopted by Presbytery, and therefore we have no knowledge of their efforts in aid of these various causes. The foregoing facts speak for themselves and call loudly upon those who have hitherto failed to meet their obligations to the great Head of the Church to [illegible word] at once to the full measure of their duty. The failure to give on the part of most, if not all of our delinquent churches is due mainly to the fact that an opportunity has not been
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furnished the people of contributing to these objects. How to meet and remedy the grow​ing neglect of duty on the part of those who should present these various causes to the people is a matter which demands our most serious consideration. Our contributions to the Evangelistic Fund have not kept pace with the drafts made by us on the Central Com​mittee for aid. Our every request has been promptly complied with, and that to the amount asked for. In the month of June last the salary of Rev H. C. Smith was sup​plemented in the sum of fifty dollars to aid the Church at McDonald’s Mill. Deeming this an extraordinary case, it being a new field of labor, the Central Committee appropriated the full amount for which we made request. So far as known to your committee this church which received such prompt aid, at its own request, has done nothing for the cause of Sustentation. In July last a request was laid before the Central Comm. asking that an appropriation be made up to the 1st of Sept. of $150.00 to supplement the salary of our Evangelist, the Rev A. B. Coit. The request was readily granted and the money duly forwarded. Since the 25th of July last we have received from the three churches, through the labors of the Evangelist, the sum of $45.25, all of which has been accounted for in this report. The labors of our Evangelist have been greatly blessed in building up & strengthening our vacant churches, and his zeal in the Master’s cause is worthy of all commendation. One church in particular has shown its appreciation of his labors among them by a liberal contribution to the Evangelistic fund. The example of this church is worthy of emulation, and could we secure a like contribution from each of the remaining churches in our bounds, it would put into the treasury for this one cause alone the sum

[189]

of sixteen hundred dollars annually. Nor is this too much for us to expect; if those whose duty it is to present this subject to the people were only diligent enough to afford each in​dividual member of their congregations an opportunity of giving to this cause as the Lord had prospered them. The full measure of our duty is “What we can;” and this will not be reached until we shall have gained that point when it may truly be said of us, “Ye have done what ye could.”








Respectfully submitted,

 






 Signed: A. H. Barkley, 





Cor. Mem. Assembly’s Ex. Committee of Home Missions

The following report of the Evangelist was received and approved: After a verbal state​ment of labor rendered, extending to all our vacant churches, and in some instances greatly blessed to the edification & strengthening of the churches, the subjoined exhibit is given of money received from the churches towards the support of the Evangelist, viz.:

Received from Knox (Scooba) Church $10.50; from Lawrence $9.30; Lauderdale $19.00; Wahalak $2.00; Pleasant Springs $7.50; Philadelphus $11.25; Montrose $4.10; West Point $2.00; Louisville $9.00 Paulding $15.00; Total from Churches $89.65. Received from Central Comm. per Rev A. H. Barkley $150.00 Total amt. received $239.65.








Respectfully submitted,







       Signed A. B. Coit, Evangelist.

Supplies appointed at last stated meeting of Presbytery to the vacant churches reported com​pliance for the most part, or in cases of non-compliance satisfactory reasons for the same were given.








11 o’clock a.m.

The Presbyterial Sermon on Effectual Calling was preached by Rev Jos. Bardwell, D.D. 





After sermon Presbytery took recess till 2 o’clock p.m.








2 o’clock

Presbytery was convened & resumed business. The Treasurer presented his report which was approved.

[190]

Treasurer’s Report

The Treasurer would submit the following statement of accounts since Sept 1881.

Total amt. on hand per last report


$23.00

Total amt. received on Commissioners’ Fund
    9.40




 Synodical tax


  17.50




Presbyterial tax

    6.50

$56.40

Disbursements

By amt. paid Treasurer of Synod


$24.50

By amt. paid Commissioners to Gen. Assembly
  11.40

By amt. paid to Stated Clerk on salary

    6.50

$42.40

Total balance on hand






$14.00








Respectfully submitted,








A. H. Barkley, Treasurer.

Statistical Report adopted & ordered to be forwarded to Synod as follows:

The Presbytery of Tombeckbee reports to Synod that it consists of 13 ministers and 41 churches, of which 13 are vacant except as supplied by its Evangelist, Rev A. B. Coit. Since the last meeting of Synod, Rev G. T. Storey has been received from the Presbytery of Mississippi, and Rev I. P. Osborne from the Presbytery of Tuskaloosa. Presbytery dropped Alfred Cooper (colored) candidate under its care, for good & sufficient reasons, without reflecting in any way upon his Christian character. It has now neither licentiate nor candidate under its care. During the last Synodical year, Presbytery has lost two mem​​bers by death (the Rev John D. McClintock, D.D.) and dismissed two to other Pres​byteries, viz.: Revs T. M. Lowry & H. W. Flinn. The next stated meeting of Presbytery will be held at Lauderdale Church on Thursday before the first full moon in April 1883, at 11 o’clock a.m.







         J. N. Carothers, Chairman Committee.
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The following paper, offered by Rev A. H. Barkley, was adopted:

Whereas the records of the Enterprise church have [illegible words] been found to be incomplete and Whereas the data for perfecting these records are now available and can be procured, Therefore Resolved, That the Session of the Enterprise Church be hereby authorized & directed to complete the said records.

J. W. Patty and S. R. Boyd were appointed a committee to make an assessment on the churches for Commissioners’ Fund.

Committee on Arrearages submitted the following reports which were adopted (1) The committee to whom was referred the deficit in Rev A. H. Barkley’s salary as Evangelist, would respectfully report that they have no means of learning the exact amount due him, but think it approximates $750.00. In order to liquidate the debt, we would recommend that Presbytery make an order to all its churches to take a special collection to pay off the debt and forward the same to J. W. Patty Sr., of Macon, to be reported by him to Pres​bytery at its next stated meeting, and that it be made the duty of each minister to explain fully the object of the collection to his people and of the Evangelist to the churches he visits & see that collections are taken for the said purpose. (2) The committee report that they find that the Presbytery is due its stated clerk thirty-one & 15/100 dollars ($31.15). It is recommended that Presbytery order a special collection to be taken up in each church at an early day to liquidate this debt, and that the funds collected for this purpose be sent to Rev A. H. Barkley, Treasurer of Presbytery at Crawford, Miss. 








G. T. Storey, Chairman.

Standing Rule No 12 was amended so as to read, “Every member of Presbytery shall, at each stated meeting, contribute fifty cents, and each church not represented,
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shall forward to the Treasurer of Presbytery one dollar to constitute a Presbyterial fund.”

The following appointments were made for supplies to vacant churches: 

Appointments to be filled by ministers between this and the next stated meeting:

For Pleasant Springs: 5th Sab. Oct., M. J. McLean—5th Sab. December, A. H. Barkley—5th Sab. March G. T. Storey.

For West Point Church: 5th Sab. Oct., G. S. Roudebush—5th Sab. Dec., J. N. Carothers—5th Sab. March, I. P. Osborne.

For Lawrence Ch: 5th Sab. of Dec., J. Bardwell.

For Newton Ch.: 5th Sab of Dec., A. B. Coit—5th Sab. March, J. Bardwell.

For Garlandsville Ch.: 5th Sab. of Oct., J. Bardwell.

For Montrose Ch.: 5th Sab. of Oct., H. C. Smith.

For Paulding Ch.: 5th Sab. Oct., A. B. Coit—5th Sab. Dec., H. C. Smith.

For Philadelphus Ch.: 5th Sab., Oct., J. W. Moseley—5th Sab. March, J. W. Moseley.

For Decatur Ch.: 5th Sab. Oct, O. H. P. Smyth, 5th Sab. Dec., O. H. P. Smyth, 5th Sab. March, A. B. Coit.

For Perkinsville: 5th Sab. Oct., G. T. Storey—5th Sab. March, A. H. Barkley.

For Hamilton: 5th Sab. Oct., I. P. Osborne—5th Sab. Dec. G. T. Storey.

The commission appointed at the last stated meeting of Presbytery to visit the West Point and Okolona Churches and urge them to take immediately steps to liquidate their in​debtedness to their late pastor, Rev H. W. Flinn, would report compliance in full to the order as it respects the West Point Church and a partial compliance respecting Okolona. By reason of a disappointment in securing transportation by railroad, they did not visit Oko​lona in person, but communicated with one of the church officers. Both churches prom​ised to make speedy arrangements for satisfactory settlement of their financial obli​gations. Report approved.
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Report of Committee on Minutes of the General Assembly: Your committee on the min​utes of the Gen. Assembly in reviewing the action of the Assembly of 1882 would re​spectfully call the attention of Presbytery to the following subjects, viz.: Fraternal Rela​tions, as found on pages 537, 541, 542, 552 & 553. Touching this action your committee would recommend the adoption of the following paper as expressing the views of this Pres​bytery: 

[I.] This Presbytery is not prepared to condone the action of the Atlanta Assembly in declar​ing its entire satisfaction with the full & explicit terms, adopted by the Springfield As​sembly, for the establishment of fraternal relations between our Assembly and that of the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A. for the following reasons:

(1) The initiative taken by the Atlanta Assembly was separate & independent of all prev​ious terms or conditions demanded by our Church: it had its origin in a response to over​tures, not from the Northern Church in furtherance of terms prescribed by the South​ern Church, but overtures from our own presbyteries asking the Gen. Assembly “to establish fully & formally what are called fraternal relations with the Gen. Assembly of the Pres​by​​terian Church in the United States of America.” The response to these overtures, known as the “Concurrent Resolutions,” adopted by the Atlanta Assembly and sent by telegram to the Springfield Assembly for its adoption, and designed to form a basis of frater​nal in​ter​course by exchange of delegates between the two Assemblies, was entirely new and un​​like that of the two previous demands of 1870 & 1875. Thus viewed the action in​volved a signal departure from the position maintained by our Church for the past twelve years. It was a new & independent action taken by the Atlanta Assembly, when it pre​scribed to the

[194]

Springfield Assembly its own terms of reciprocity, viz.: a full & unreserved declaration of “regret for, & withdrawal of, all expressions of our Assembly which may be regarded as reflecting upon or offensive to the Gen. Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the Uni​ted States of America.” The failure (not to say refusal) of the Springfield Assembly to re​cip​rocate in full & without reservation this basis of fraternal intercourse, proposed by the Atlanta Assembly, vitiates the whole basis, and, in the judgment of this Presbytery, should have been rejected by our Assembly as entirely unsatisfactory.

(2) The very deliverance excepted from the operation of the so-called concurrent resolu​tion contain[s] charges and expressions seriously reflecting upon and grossly offensive to our Assembly. Those charges & expressions virtually reaffirmed & thrown in our face by the Springfield Assembly in the very act of folding us to its bosom ascribe a gravity & significance which we cannot ignore. They declare plainly that fraternal intercourse by ex​change of delegates between the two Assemblies cannot be established & maintained “ex​cept upon this historic record” of our past alleged disloyalty and rebellion.” True, we are discharged from the censure of “schism, heresy & blasphemy,” but upon the charge of “disloyalty & rebellion” no [illegible word] will be made. If we enter into this fraternal al​li​ance it must be as confessed traitors. Surely, such demands deemed necessary for the protection of their honor, should be carefully scrutinized by us in the protection of our own good name.

(3) In accepting as “entirely satisfactory” the proposed basis of fraternal intercourse with the Northern Assembly, we abandon the position so consistently maintained by our Church from its organization as a witness-bearer to the spirituality
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of the Church and to the crown rights of Jesus Christ.

(4) And by necessary consequence, we surrender the ground upon which we justified our separation from the Northern Church in 1861, and, insofar, abandon the right longer to main​tain our separate existence as a Church.

For these and other reasons we need not detail, this Presbytery, in the exercise of its in​her​​ent rights, and with profound respect for the venerable court of the Church which convened in Atlanta, Ga., in May last, would record its most respectful but earnest protest against the action of said Assembly in declaring “entirely satisfactory” the action of said Assembly in declaring “entirely satisfactory” the action of the Springfield Assembly on the subject of fraternal relations, thus constituting their action the basis of an exchange of delegates between the two Assemblies to convene in May 1883.

And this Presbytery does thereby overture the next General Assembly, which will meet in Lexington, Ky., in May 1883, to give such expression of its judgment in the premises as shall indicate the mind of the Church on this subject, and to take such measures as shall arrest further exchange of delegates between the two Assemblies (North and South) until a more satisfactory adjustment of pending hindrances to such fraternal intercourse can be effected.

II. Sabbath Schools, page 553. The injunction upon the Presbyteries to obtain full reports from all their churches upon the subject of Sabbath schools, and the suggestion that this can be best secured through a Presbytery Superintendent or permanent committee with an efficient chairman.

III. Education on p. 556 of printed minutes. The committee would call the attention of Pres​bytery (1) to the injunction of the General Assembly on all 
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the presbyteries to exer​cise great care receiving candidates under their care, and secondly, to the observance of the last Thursday in February as a day of prayer for young men in our seminaries of learn​ing. See p. 557.

IV. Foreign Missions on page 557. The exhortation of the Assembly to the churches to raise at least $200,000 for this cause the present year.

V. Home Missions, p. 562. The urgent necessity of an organized effort to increase the contributions to this cause and the recommendation that the Presbyteries be instructed to organize Home Mission Societies in all their churches through which this cause in all its importance may be presented to each & every church member.

VI. Theological Seminaries p. 564. That the presbyteries be urged to seek out & en​courage and send to the Tuscaloosa Institute young men of color who may be trained for the work of the ministry among their own people.

VII. Overture touching Marriage with the Sister of a Deceased Wife, and other degrees of affinity contained in the last sentence of Chapter XXIV, Sec 4, of Confession of Faith. See printed minutes, pp. 570 & 571. Your committee recommend that, inasmuch  as this is an important question demanding great thought & deliberation, the further consider​a​tion of it be deferred to the next stated meeting of Presbytery, and that a committee of five consisting of three ministers and two elders be appointed to report thereon at the said meeting.








Respectfully submitted,






                    James A. Mecklin, Chairman.




                                A. H. Barkley, J. D. Hutchinson, S. R. Boyd.
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On motion the report of the Committee on Minutes of Gen. Assembly was taken up seria​tim, and the vote on that part of the report which referred to the subject of Fraternal Rela​tions was taken by ayes and noes and resulted as follows: Ayes—J. Bardwell, A. H. Bark​ley, G. T. Storey, J. N. Carothers, J. A. Mecklin, I. P. Osborne, S. R. Boyd, W. A. McMillan, G. L. Reid, J. D. Hutchinson, J. W. Patty, [and] J. M. Ware—12. Noes—A. B. Coit—1. The remaining parts of the report were adopted unanimously; and then the re​port adopted as a whole.

The following overture sent down to the Presbyteries by the last Gen. Assembly, viz.: Shall Chapter 5, Section 3, Paragraph 1 (Form of Government) be amended by adding these words: “but the Pastor & one Elder may constitute a quorum in cases where there are only two elders,” was answered in the affirmative with the addition of the words, “pro​vided it be impracticable to secure the attendance of the other Elder.”

Synod’s overture on division of Synod (see printed Minutes of Synod, p. 9) was answered in the negative.

Rev J. A. Mecklin with Elders J. D. Hutchinson and G. L. Reid were appointed a com​mittee to report subjects & preacher & essayist for next Presbyterial Sermon and Con​ference.

The following Narrative on the State of Religion was reported by the committee, adopted and ordered to be forwarded to Synod at its next meeting:

(1) The public preaching of the Gospel is enjoyed regularly by nearly all of our churches.

(2) The attendance on public worship on the part of our people is increasing, and the re​ports from the vacant churches show a healthy reaction in this particular.
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(3) We are gratified to note the increased interest in the Sabbath school work. A large majority of our churches have Sabbath schools of their own under the care of the Session, and a few others send their children to union Sabbath schools.

(4) While few of our churches report any special outpouring of the Holy Spirit, there is a deep, pervading spirit of devotion manifested on the part of quite a number of them—the evident token of the Spirit’s presence.

(5) Family worship is not generally observed as it should be.

(6) We believe that the Sabbath is very generally hallowed as a day of rest and religious worship.

(7) Catechetical instruction is not attended to as a general rule except in the Sabbath school.

(8) Worldly amusements are indulged in to some extent by our people.

(9) The contributions of our churches have been generally small, though something has been given to all the objects of benevolence.

(10) The cause of temperance is gradually strengthening, and we trust that the day is not far distant when it can be truly said of us that we are a strictly temperate people.

(11) Northing special has been done for the colored people in the way of organizing church & Sabbath schools for them.

(12) The Evangelist’s labors within our bounds [have] met with good success. He has served 13 vacant churches—several of which have secured other supplies since his labors began.








Respectfully submitted,








G. T. Storey, Chairman.

The following committee was appointed to report to next stated meeting of Presbytery on overture of Gen. Assembly respecting the proposed change in Conf. of Faith, touching mar​riage with deceased wife’s sister. See Minutes, pp. 570, 5, viz.: J. Bardwell, J. A. Mecklin, I. P. Osborne, J. W. Patty & S. R. Boyd.
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The following assessment for Commissioners’ Fund was ordered:

Aberdeen
$8.00

Hamilton 
$2.00

Okolona
   $3.00


Bethel

  3.25

Houston
  4.00

Salem

     2.00

Bethsalem
  6.00

Knox

  5.00

Smyrna
     1.50

Buena Vista
  4.00

Lawrence
  3.25

Starkville
     5.00

Carolina
  2.00

Lebanon
  3.25

Unity

     1.50

Centre Point
  2.00

Louisville
  2.00

Wahalak
     4.00

Columbus
16.00

Macon

  4.00

West Point
     1.50

Crawfordville
  4.00

Meridian
  8.00

Mt Zion
     3.00

DeKalb
  4.00

Montrose
  2.00

Lauderdale
     2.00

Enterprise
  4.00

Newton
  2.00

Toomsuba
     1.00

Enon

  2.00

Pendleton
  2.00

McDonald’s Mill 1.00


Friendship
  5.00

Paulding
  2.00

Pleasant Springs   1.00

Garlandsville
  2.00

Pisgah

  2.00

Vernal

     2.00
Good Hope
  4.00

Philadelphus
  2.00

Total
           $139.25

Rev A. B. Coit, ministerial commissioner to last General Assembly reported that he had at​tended on the sessions of that body in Atlanta, Ga., and endeavored to discharge his duty as a commissioner from this Presbytery. His report was received & his diligence in attendance upon the sessions of the Assembly approved. Appended to his report was the following exhibit of funds received and disbursed.

Received




Disbursed

From R. F. Houston
$24.00


Paid J. J. Armistead
                $22.75

From A. H. Barkley
  11.45


Paid Expenses of A. B. Coit
      22.75

From Jos. Bardwell
  10.00


Paid Pres. Tax to Gen. Assembly 20.00
From J. M. Smith
    5.00






      65.50

                                    $50.45

Amt due A. B. Coit:    $15.05.

Committee on Bills & Overtures and Judicial Committee reported no business, and com​mittees were discharged.
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Presbytery took recess till after public worship tonight.








Saturday night

After public worship Presbytery was called [to] order & proceeded to business.

J. Bardwell, A. H. Barkley, J. N. Carothers and J. A. Nielson were appointed a committee to prepare & present to Presbytery at its next stated meeting a suitable obituary of the late Rev J. A. Lyon, D.D., who died.

The Committee on Leave of Absence reported that no application had been made for leave of absence, all the members remaining in their places till the close of Presbytery. Com​mittee discharged.

The following subjects were reported by the committee selected for that purpose for the next Presbyterial Sermon & Essay, as also the preacher & essayist and the same were ordered by Presbytery. Subject for Presbyterial sermon: Ministerial support: Preacher, Rev G. T. Storey and Rev I. P. Osborne, alternate. Subject for Presbyterial Conference: Pastoral Visitation including Duty of Elders in this Matter. Essayist: J. W. Patty, with S. R. Boyd, alternate.

A vote of thanks was unanimously adopted to the citizens of the community for their generous hospitality to the members of Presbytery.

Pending the motion to adjourn the minutes of today’s proceedings were read and ap​proved. Presbytery then adjourned, with singing, prayer & the Apostolic benediction, to meet at the Lauderdale (Springs) Church on Thursday before the first full moon in April next, at 11 a.m.








A. B. Coit, Moderator.








J. M. Ware, Temporary Clerk.

Attest:

Joseph Bardwell, Stated Clerk.
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Examined and approved at meeting of Synod in Kosciusko, Nov. 25th 1882.








R. S. McAllister, Mod.








Kosciusko, Miss.








November 23rd 1882.

By order of Synod Presbytery met at the call of the Moderator, for the purpose of re​ceiving the Rev J. D. West from the Presbytery of Chickasaw and Rev R. B. McAlpine from Wilmington Presbytery, and appointing commissions for the installation of these brethren as pastors of the Aberdeen and Columbus Churches, respectively, if the way be clear. Presbytery was constituted with prayer. 

Present: Revs A. B. Coit, M. J. McLean, G. T. Storey, J. A. Mecklin, G. S. Roudebush, Jos. Bardwell and Ruling Elder W. A. McMillan from Aberdeen Church. 

Rev G. T. Storey was appointed as Temporary Clerk.

Rev J. D. West presented a letter of dismission from the Presbytery of Chickasaw to this Presbytery, which was received, and after due examination on his religious experience, theol​ogy, & church government, he was cordially received as a member of this Presby​tery and his name ordered to be enrolled.

The Aberdeen Church presented a call for the Pastoral services of Rev J. D. West for three-fourths of his time, promising him a salary of $800 per annum, during his contin​uance as their pastor. The call was found to be in order, & was placed in the hands of Bro. West and by him accepted. It was ordered that the installation of Bro. West, as pastor of the Aberdeen Church, take place on the second Sabbath of February next, at 11 a.m. For this purpose the following commission was appointed: Rev J. Bardwell, D.D., to preside, preach the sermon & propound the constitutional questions, Rev G. T. Storey, [to] deliver the charge to the pastor, and
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Rev A. H Barkley, the charge to the people. There was also placed on this commission Judge J. A. Orr, a Ruling Elder from the Columbus Church.

Presbytery adjourned with prayer, to meet during the sessions of Synod, at the call of the Moderator.








Saturday, November 25th 

Presbytery met at the call of the Moderator, and was opened with prayer. Present: Revs A. B. Coit, M. J. McLean, G. T. Storey, J. D. West, J. A. Mecklin, J. Bardwell and Ruling Elder J. W. Johnson from Bethsalem Church.

Rev R. B. McAlpine presented a letter from the Presbytery of Wilmington, N. C. dismissing him to this Presbytery. The letter was received and after due examination on his religious experience, theology, & church government, he was cordially received as a member of this Presbytery, and his name ordered to be enrolled. The call which the Co​lum​bus Church had been authorized to prosecute before Wilmington Presbytery hav​ing been placed in the hands of Bro. McAlpine and by him accepted, it was ordered that he be installed as pastor of the Church in Columbus on the second Sabbath of January next at 11 a.m. For this purpose the following commission was appointed, viz.: Rev J. D. West to preside, preach the sermon & propound the constitutional questions, Rev G. T. Storey [to] deliver the charge to the pastor, and Rev A. H. Barkley, the charge to the people. Ruling Elder W. A. McMillan of the Aberdeen [Church] was added to the commission. 

The minutes of to-day’s and Thursday’s proceedings were read & approved. Presbytery adjourned with prayer & apostolic benediction to meet at Lauderdale on Thursday before first full moon in April next.








A. B. Coit, Moderator.








G. T. Storey, Temporary Clerk.

Attest:

Joseph Bardwell, Stated Clerk.
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Lauderdale, Miss, April 19th 1883.

Presbytery met at 11 o’clock a.m., pursuant to adjournment, and was opened by a sermon from the Rev A. B. Coit, retiring moderator. After sermon, Presbytery was constituted with prayer. 

The roll was called, and the following members found to be present: Ministers—A. H. Barkley, Jos. Bardwell, J. N. Carothers, A. B. Coit, R. B. McAlpine, M. J. McLean, J. W. Moseley, I. P. Osborne, O. H. P. Smyth, H. C. Smith G. T. Storey and J. D. West.

Ruling Elders: W. A. McMillan

from 

Aberdeen Church



R. F. Houston




Meridian



Dr J. D. Hutchinson



Hamilton



James Harwell




Lauderdale



J. F. C. Smith




DeKalb



J. F. Smith




Good Hope



Dr P. C. Hairston



Bethel



Wm Stephenson



Bethsalem

Rev J. D. West was chosen Moderator and Dr J. D. Hutchinson, Temporary Clerk.

Rev B. F. Peters of the Presbytery of Tuskaloosa being present was invited to sit as a corresponding member, and Rev D. C. Langsford of the M. E. Church South to sit as a visiting brother.

The minutes of the last regular and the pro re nata meetings of Presbytery were read, and also the Standing Rules of Presbytery.






      Presbytery then took recess till 3 o’clock p.m.








3 o’clock

Presbytery met & resumed business. The Moderator announced the following standing com​mittees:

On Bills and Overtures:

A. B. Coit, R. B. McAlpine & J. F. Smith.

Judicial Committee:

G. T. Storey, J. W. Moseley, W. A. McMillan.
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Committee on Narrative:

J. Bardwell, M. J. McLean and R. F. Houston.

Committee on Statistical Report:

J. N. Carothers and J. F. C. Smith.

Committee on Devotional Exercises:

James Harwell and Rev B. F. Peters by request.

Committee on Minutes of Synod:

A. H. Barkley and R. F. Houston.

Committee on Leave of Absence:

I. P. Osborne and W. A. McMillan.

Committee on Sabbath Schools:

R. B. McAlpine and J. F. C. Smith.

It was made the first order of the day to hear the narratives from the churches on Friday morning.

The following committees were appointed on Sessional records, viz.: I. P. Osborne & R. F. Houston on Bethel & Starkville Churches.

G. T. Storey and W. A. McMillan on Unity and Meridian.

J. N. Carothers & J. F. C. Smith on Aberdeen and Lauderdale.

A. H. Barkley & Jas Harwell on Houston & Friendship.

A. B. Coit & J. F. Smith on Macon and DeKalb.

On motion of the chairman oaf committee appointed at last stated meeting of Presbytery on the marriage law, Dr J. D. Hutchinson was added to the committee.

A letter was received from Dr G. S. Roudebush assigning satisfactory reasons for absence from present meeting of Presbytery and asking for a letter of dismission to the Presbytery of Central Mississippi. The request was granted and the Stated Clerk directed to furnish Dr Roudebush with the desired letter.

Reasons for absence from present meeting were received from Rev J. A. Mecklin and sus​tained.
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On motion the Committee on the Statistical Report to the General Assembly was dis​charged, and the duty assigned to the Stated Clerk.

The order of Presbytery in relation to Beersheba Church (See Minutes p. 184) was [a blank follows].

Rev J. Bardwell reported that he had executed the order of Presbytery (See Minutes p. [179, 186]) in reference to Alfred Cooper, notifying him that for reasons in no way re​flecting on his Christian character the Presbytery had felt constrained to drop his name from the list of candidates.

The commission appointed at the last stated meeting to organize a church in Choctaw County, if the way be clear, reported that they had visited the locality had in view, but did not organize a church for the following reasons: (1) The organization contemplated would weaken Bethsalem Church, (2) The members more immediately interested desired the matter postponed, (3) There was no immediate prospect of securing a pastor, if organized [and] (4) The inclement weather prevented a full attendance of persons immediately in​terested in such an organization. The commission further recommended that the matter be dropped for the present. The report was approved.

The commission appointed to install Rev R. B. McAlpine pastor of the Columbus [Church] reported that they had executed that trust, and established said pastorate on the 2nd Sabbath of January last. A like report was made by the commission appointed to install Rev J. D. West pastor of the Aberdeen Church on the second Sabbath in February last. Both reports were approved.

Presbytery then adjourned till 8:30 a.m. Friday.









Closed with prayer.








Friday, 8:30 a.m.

Presbytery met & was opened with prayer. Half an hour was spent in devotional exer​cises, after which business was resumed. The minutes of yesterday were read and ap​proved.

The parliamentary rules adopted by Synod & printed in Minutes
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of Synod for 1881 were adopted by Presbytery.

Special order—the reading of narratives—was taken up and narratives were read from Aber​deen, Bethel, Buena Vista, Friendship, Houston, DeKalb, Lebanon, Macon, Merid​ian, Lauderdale, Starkville & Unity Chs. After the reading of written narratives, on mo​tion, an informal conference was had to elicit information on the state of religion in the churches, which continued till hour for public worship.






Presbytery then took recess until 3 o’clock p.m.








Friday, 3 o’clock p.m.

Presbytery met & resumed business. Rev B. F. Peters presented a letter from the Tuska​loosa Presbytery dismission and commending him to this presbytery. After a satisfactory examination had on the points required, he was cordially received as a member of this Presbytery and subscribed the obligations assumed by ministers at their ordination & his name was ordered to be enrolled as a member of this Presbytery.

The Corresponding Member of Assembly’s Committee on Home Missions presented the following report which was approved, viz.: 

In presenting his annual report the Corresponding Member of the Assembly’s Ex. Com​mittee of Home Missions would state that the amount received from the churches and in​di​viduals as per last report for the various causes embraced under the head of Home Missions was $116.45. The following sums have since been received from the sources indicated below, viz.:

Evangelistic Fund

Meridian $12.30. Good Hope $3.00. Pisgah $3.00. Total $18.30.
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Home Missions, or Sustentation Proper

Good Hope $5.00. Starkville $5.00. Rev G. T. Story $5.00. Crawford $2.00. Ladies Miss. Society in Macon Ch. $6.00. Total $23.00. Sum total $157.75. The total amount contributed, as shown by this exhibit by all our churches to the various schemes of benev​o​lence embraced under this head, is less than our receipts from the Central Committee for the work of evangelization in our own midst. That there is a fault somewhere which [ought] to be speedily remedied is clear to be seen. The duty of honoring God with our sub​stance has not been fully performed, and leanness in the majority of our churches is the result of our withholding from the Great Head of the Church more than is [illegible word]. At the time of rendering our last report the sum of $200.00 had been received from the Central Committee for Sustentation and Evangelization. Since that time the fol​lowing applications have been promptly honored by the Assembly’s Ex. Committee, viz.:

To supplement salary of the Evangelist 
$100.00

To supplement salary of Rev B. F. Peters
    25.00

To supplement salary of Rev M. J. McLean
    25.00=$150.00, which added to amount re​ported to Presbytery at its fall meeting makes the sum total of three hundred & fifty dollars. One hundred dollars were appropriated by the Central Committee to the West Point Church to complete [the] payment on their church building. In December last appli​cation was made to the Central Committee on behalf of the wi​dows of two of our de​ceased ministers and the sum of fifty dollars each was promptly appropriated & for​warded and paid out as per vouchers on hand. As beneficiaries our receipts have been large from the common fund, whilst our contributions to the common treasury have been small. The facts herewith presented furnish a sad commentary, and a call for reform in this matter. 
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And just here it may not be amiss to inquire what can be done to stimulate our churches to greater activity, and lead them on to a more liberal spirit of worshiping God with their substance.



Respectfully submitted,



A. H. Barkley, Cor. Mem. of Assembly’s Ex. Comm., Home Missions.

The following report was submitted by the Committee on the Minutes of Synod, and adopted by Presbytery, viz.: 

The committee would respectfully call the attention of Presbytery to the following sub​jects—

(1) The injunction of Synod to Pastors, Stated Supplies & Sessions of vacant churches to call attention of the churches to the provisions of the Book of Church Order requiring them to defray the expenses of their delegates to Presbytery and Synod found on p. 11.

(2) The recommendation to Presbyteries that in order to interest our youth & children on the subject of ministerial education, collections to be taken up for the cause of education in all our Sabbath schools—and that the Presbyteries are urged to raise at least fifty cents per member for this cause [in] the ensuing year. See page 12.

(3) That the Presbyteries are required to report in their annual narratives to Synod their compliance with its action as to the careful consideration of the Minutes of the superior courts by the sessions of the churches—see page 15.

(4) The injunction of Synod to Pastors & States Supplies to read their respective con​gregations the report adopted by the last Synod touching the South-Western Presby​terian University, see pp. 15 & 16.

(5) Synodical Evangelist. The injunction to ministers to read from their pulpits the report of Synod’s Committee on the subject of a Synodical Evangelist, see pp. 23 & 24.








A. H. Barkley, Chairman Comm.
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The report of the Committee on the Marriage Law was presented, adopted, and ordered to be forwarded to the General Assembly, and is as follows:

The committee appointed at the last stated meeting of Presbytery to consider & report upon “the matters contained in the overture from Concord Presbytery,” presented to the last Assembly and by it referred to the consideration of the presbyteries (See Minutes of Gen. Assembly, pp. 570 & 571) would submit the following report: The Presbytery of Concord overtures the General Assembly to take the necessary steps to have stricken from our Book “the last sentence of Chapter XXIV, Section 4 of the Confession of Faith, which reads thus, ‘The man may not marry any of his wife’s kindred nearer in blood than he may of his own, nor the woman of her husband’s kindred nearer in blood than of her own.’” Your committee recommend that this Presbytery concur in the request contained in this overture (1) Because the prohibition is based upon an assumption of affinity, which neither the Scriptures nor the common judgment of mankind sustains, (2) Because “the Canon Law” to which the prohibition evidently owes its origin, is an insufficient auth​ority for church courts, (3) Because, whatever objections may exist in the minds of many, and constitute in their judgment an adequate bar to the formation of such mar​riages, there is a manifest diversity of judgment among equally good & wise men in our Church in reference of the lawfulness of such connexions, and enactments involving such diversity of opinion among ourselves should not be engrafted in our Confession of Faith. For these and other reasons which need not be detailed here, this Presbytery hereby unites with the Presbytery of Concord in asking for the repeal of the aforesaid clause, viz.: “the last sentence of Chapter 24, Sec. 4, Confession of Faith.”








Joseph Bardwell, Chairman Comm.

[210]

The Session of Lauderdale Church was authorized to complete its record from such data as could be had.

The records of Bethel, Macon, Starkville & Unity Churches were approved, also those of Mt Zion Ch. 

The records of DeKalb Church were approved with the following exceptions: (1) On page 83, the record fails to show that the reports of Session to Presbytery were adopted by the Session, (2) on page 79 no date of the meeting is given. 

The records of Friendship Church were approved with exceptions: (1) The frequent omis​sion of the names of the members of Session, (2) The book has not been before Pres​bytery since April 1878.

The records of Houston Church were approved with exceptions: (1) The omission of important words from the record, which destroys the sense, (2) A great want of neatness on the part of the clerk in transcribing the minutes.

The records of Lauderdale Church were approved with exceptions: (1) They have not been before Presbytery for 13 years, (2) On page 9 the minute is incomplete (3) On page 16 a deacon is invited to sit as a visiting member of Session, (5) On page 17 there was but one elder present at a meeting of Session in which business was transacted, so also on page 18.

The records of Aberdeen Church were approved with the exception that the Clerk of Session granted letters of dismission to two members, one of them nearly 10 months be​fore reported to session for confirmation. See p. 19.

Starkville was selected as the place for the next meeting of Presbytery.
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The Corresponding Member of the Assembly’s Ex. Committees on Foreign Missions and Publication made the following reports, which were approved.

Report on Foreign Missions

Rec’d 

Nov 7/’82  
From 
Ladies Domestic & For. Miss. Society of Starkville Ch.
$10.00

Dec 2


Good Hope Church





    2.00

Dec 8


Columbus Church Sabbath School



    5.30

March 6/’83

Columbus Church Sabbath School



    5.00

March 15

Ladies Dom. & For. Miss. Society of Starkville Ch.

    5.00

April 2


Columbus Ch. Sab. School




    3.60



Total Amt. rec’d since last meeting of Presbytery

$30.90




Total Amt. on hand at fall meeting of Presbytery

    4.25











$35.15

Per Contra

Oct 8/’82

By amt. forwarded to L. C. Inglis, Baltimore, Md.

  $4.25

Nov 7


By amt. forwarded to L. C. Inglis, Baltimore, Md.

  10.00

Dec 13


By amt. forwarded to L. C. Inglis, Baltimore, Md.

    7.20

Dec 13


Commission on money order




      .10

March 15

By amt. forwarded to L. C. Inglis, Baltimore, Md.

  10.00











$31.55




Total amt. in hand, April 20th 1883



  $3.60







G. T. Storey, Cor. Mem. on For. Miss.

Report on Publication

March 20/’83

Total amt. received from Meridian Church


  $8.90

April 20




    Starkville Church


    2.10

April 9th 




    G. T. S.



    2.00











$13.00

April 20th

Received from Friendship Church at Presbytery

    2.00




Received from Buena Vista Church at Presbytery

    2.00











$17.00

Per Contra

April 9/’83

By amt. forwarded to Dr Hazen



$13.00




Total cash on hand April 20/’83



  $4.00








Respectfully submitted,





G. T. Storey, Cor. Member, As. Ex. Comm. on Publication.
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The election of commissioners to the Gen. Assembly was taken up and pending the con​sideration of Presbytery took recess till after public worship tonight.

After public worship Presbytery was called to order and a memorial service was held dur​ing which an obituary of Rev James Adair Lyon, D.D., prepared by Rev Joseph Bardwell was read, adopted by a rising vote and ordered to be spread upon the record of Pres​by​tery:

The Rev. James Adair Lyon, D.D.

was born in Washington County, East Tennessee, April 19th, 1814, and died on the 15th of May 1882, at the residence of his son-in-law Eagleton M. Smith Esq., in Holly Springs, Miss., in the 69th year of his age. He was the son of pious parents, the eldest of six child​ren—four sons and two daughters. At an early age he evinced that thirst for know​ledge which characterized him throughout life. Pursuing the bent of his mind towards literary pursuits, he availed himself of such means of education as were at his command, and deemed no sacrifice or labor too great to accomplish his end. He was graduated in Wash​ington College, East Tennessee, in 1832, and in 1855 received the honorary degree of D.D., from his alma mater. 

While at college he became hopefully converted, was received into the communion of the Presbyterian Church (the church of his parents) and determined to enter the work of the ministry. With this in view he placed himself under the care of Holston Presbytery, April 1833, and in October following was dismissed to the care of the New Brunswick Presby​tery, and entered the Theological Seminary in Princeton, N. J., near the same date. At this honored school of the prophets, he prosecuted his studies four years, graduating in 1836, and was licensed by the Presbytery of New Brunswick. In January 1837, he commenced preaching as a licentiate to the Rogersville and New Providence Churches in East Ten​nes​see, and in April was received back into Holston Presbytery, by which he was or​dained, on September 30, 1837, at the united request of the two churches aforementioned. He continued to serve these churches till October 1841, when he removed to Columbus, Miss., and became first Stated Supply, and then Pastor to the church in that place. This charge he held for six years. In this, his first pastorate, Dr. Lyon was called to encounter infidelity in one of its strongholds. Columbus was at that time the recognized centre of a clan of bold and aggressive infidels who were uncompromising in their hostility to Christ​​ianity. The leaders of this clan Dr. Lyon met fearlessly, and even at the peril of personal violence apprehended by his friends, boldly confronted, exposed and routed. His life at this time was one of almost incessant conflict. But, at all times, he bore himself with manly courage, as an earnest and conscientious defender of the truth; and the result of his ministry in Columbus at that time, showed that his possibly overbold championship of God’s law and truth, tended largely to shape and settle the moral sentiments of society, and to throw a wholesome terror in the way of evildoers.

The few surviving members of Synod who knew Dr. Lyon at the time he entered the body in 1841, will recall him as presenting physically, a noble specimen of manhood. His athletic frame, his dark hair surmounting a countenance of thoughtful gravity, his keen black eye, his roman nose, and generally well-cut features, indicated, by tokens apparent to all, the force, the precision, and earnestness which lay within the convictions and pur​poses of his mind. The fearlessness with which he maintained every cause he espoused, and the chivalric zeal with which he abandoned himself to the propagation of truth and the subversion of error were marked characteristics, which the most casual observer [line or lines is missing] in every [?] body of which he was a member.

In May 1847, Dr. Lyon resigned his pastorate of the Columbus Church, and with his friend, the Rev. R. S. Gladney of Aberdeen, made a trip to Europe, where he remained till May 1848. Soon after his return home, he accepted a call to the pastorate of the Westminster Church in St. Louis, which he held for two years; and then opened a select Female Seminary in that city in which he taught for four years.

In 1854, he was re-called to the Church in Columbus, and welcomed back with great cordiality, not only by the church, but by the entire community. This second pastorate in Columbus, by which Dr. Lyon was again brought into association with this Synod, con​tinued from 1854 to 1870. It was a period in which he brought to his work the results of very trying experiences and of a profitable spiritual discipline. It was distinguished by the same unflinching loyalty to conscience and God’s word, which had marked his earlier ministry; but it evinced very perceptibly the operation of Divine grace in the chastened sobriety and the broadened charity with which he addressed himself to his work.

In the year 1870, Dr. Lyon was elected Professor of Mental and Moral Science in the Uni​versity of Mississippi, and moved by the consideration that his state of health required more repose than the pastoral office allowed him, and that the studies of his life qualified him to fill usefully the post offered to him, he accepted the appointment and continued with his usual fidelity to perform its duties for a period of eleven years.

In 1881, he was constrained by declining health to resign this office. The last year of his life was spent in the homes of his children, and was cheered and brightened by all the sweet assiduities of filial devotion. Repeated shocks of disease during this interval gave indications of the failing of the earthly tabernacle, and engaged his mind habitually in the contemplation of the heavenly state and life, until a final paralysis, which wrapped both mind and body in impotency, bore him gently to the rest within the veil which he had already been permitted partially to survey.

Few men, perhaps, have exerted a better or a more decided influence within the sphere allotted to them than Dr. Lyon did in his. His single aim was to use his talents with which he had been endowed for the glory of God and the good of his race; and for this purpose he continued throughout life to cultivate those talents and to exercise them to the utmost of his ability. It was always his custom to have some distinct subject of study before his mind, and, as a consequence, his information was rich and diversified. As a pastor he was faithful in every department of his work. The interests of the church and community awakened his liveliest solicitude, and his good wishes in these respects, never failed to evince themselves by corresponding efforts.

His attachments were generous and warm, and embraced with an intensity of affection, not only his kindred, but his friends in the community and his brethren in the church. He has left behind him an example of how much a man, by a diligent and religious use of his endowments, may do for the cause of Christ and the good of his fellow-men. He has pas​sed from the field of earthly sowing and reaping, “like as a shock of corn cometh in his season,” and the promise made to the “faithful unto death.” [indecipherable word]  we can​​not doubt he has been verified in the receiving of “the crown of life” at the hands of his appearing Master.

As a Brief Resume

of Dr. Lyon’s busy and useful life, the following statement may be subjoined. 

He was a member of the old General Assembly at Richmond, Va., in 1846m and at In​dian​apolis, Ind., in 1859; and of the Southern General Assembly in 1861, 1863, 1864, 1867 and 1870, and was Moderator of the Assembly in 1863. In 1861 he was chairman of the Committee on Publication, and drafted the Constitution of that Executive Committee. In 1864, he was chairman of the Committee on Union with the United Synod. In 1866 he was appointed a member of the Committee to confer with the Cumberland Presbyterians in reference to union with that body, which he strenuously opposed on the grounds of doc​trinal incongruity and the prevalent imperfection among them of ministerial educa​tion. In 1867 he was chairman of the Committee of Conference with a commission from the Synod of Kentucky, and drafted the paper which consummated the union of that body with our Assembly, bringing them together in the Assembly at Mobile in 1869. To his earnest advocacy of a Southern Presbyterian University, is due in large measure no doubt, the successful inauguration of the scheme resulting in the establishment of the South-Western Presbyterian University; and to him, perhaps, more than any other man is due the establishment and [end of obituary is missing from the record].
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Presbytery adjourned until 8:30 a.m. tomorrow. Closed with prayer.

8:30 a.m.

Presbytery met & was opened with prayer, and, after half an hour spent in devotional exercises, resumed business. The minutes of yesterday were read and approved.

J. M. Ware, Ruling Elder & delegate from the Starkville Church appeared and his name was enrolled. Also Col J. R. McLaurin, Ruling Elder from Toomsuba Church.

R. F. Houston and W. A. McMillan were appointed an auditing committee to whom the records & vouchers of the corresponding members of the Assembly’s Committees on Home Missions, Foreign Missions and Publication were referred.

The Committee on the Narrative presented the following report which was adopted and ordered to be forwarded to the Assembly:

Reports have been received (written and verbal) from 32 of our 42 churches, from which we glean the following facts.

1. Four of our churches have settled pastors: Aberdeen, Columbus, Friendship & Meri​dian. A fifth (Starkville) has issued [part of the text is obscured and what follows is a summary of the contents] a call to its present Stated Supply; 20 churches are served by stated supplies, several two churches a month. The others enjoy occasional preaching of the Evangelist and supplies.

2. Churches indicate good attendance upon the ministration of the Word and in some of the churches there is growing interest, seasons of grace and encouraging additions to the fold of Christ…

3. We regret a too general neglect of family religion & home catechetical instruction.

4.  reference is made to seasons of grace, etc.

[end of obscured text].
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5. Sabbath observance, too, we fear is far from being what it ought to be. In most cases there is a decent & formal respect paid to the day as a day of cessation from worldly business, but a sacred hallowing of the day as holy unto the Lord, is too seldom observed even by church members.

6. The work of Sabbath school instruction is claiming an increased interest in each of our churches as enjoy the regular preaching of the gospel; and in these due prominence is given to the study of catechisms of the Church. But in the partially supplied & vacant churches the Sabbath work is greatly neglected.

7. The prevalence of intemperance and worldly amusements of a doubtful, if not sinful character, is, in portions of our field, a source of painful solicitude to serious & earnest Christians; and while indulging in these things seldom assumes that character of excess which exposes to the censure of the church, yet the piety & usefulness of many pro​fes​sing Christians are sadly marred by such worldly conformity.

8. One church (Columbus) reports a flourishing Sabbath school for the instruction of the colored people and in one or two churches collections are reported for the Tuscaloosa Institute. Little else has been done by our churches towards the religious instruction of this people.

9. A sad want is apparent in the work of systematic beneficence; and we are constrained to lay this matter, in large measure, at the door of our ministers, Elders & Deacons. Where​ver faithful, persistent & systematic effort has been made, accompanied with ade​quate instruction, the people have responded with some good degree of liberality. 

As a Presbytery we have abundant reasons for repentance and reformation on the one hand; and, on the other, for gratitude & encouragement. Two of our stronger church[es] have lately secured good & faithful pastors. Another has suffered much from [illegible word] & sad financial reverses, but is hopeful & seeking to repair its [illegible word].








Respectfully submitted,







Joseph Bardwell, Chairman Committee.
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A call was presented from the Starkville Church for the ministerial services of Rev G. T. Storey which being found in order, was placed in his hands, and by him accepted. Whereupon the following commission was appointed to install Rev G. T. Story pastor of the Starkville Church on the 10th of June next, viz.: Rev J. D. West to preside, preach the sermon & propose the constitutional questions, Rev A. H. Barkley to deliver the charge to the pastor and Rev R. B. McAlpine, the charge to the people.








11 o’clock a.m.

The Presbyterial Sermon was preached by Rev G. T. Storey on the subject of Ministerial Support.

After sermon Presbytery proceeded to elect commissioners to the General Assembly, which resulted in the election of Rev Jos. Bardwell, D.D., and Rev. G. T. Storey as principal & alternate ministerial commissioners, and Dr J. D. Hutchinson and J. F. C. Smith, principal & alternate commissioners as Ruling Elders. 







Presbytery then took recess till 2:30 p.m.

Presbytery resumed business. Dr J. Bardwell presented to Presbytery Mr E. B. Wither​spoon a member of the Meridian Church and a graduate of the University of Miss., who was carefully examined on experimental religion and his motives on seeking the gospel ministry. The examination was eminently satisfactory, and Mr Witherspoon was taken under care of the Presbytery as a candidate for the ministry.

Rev G. T. Storey, J. M. Ware and Dr P. C. Hairston were appointed a committee to select subjects, preacher & essayist for next Presbyterial sermon and conference.

The Committee on Sabbath Schools made the following report which was adopted and ordered to be forwarded to the Gen. Assembly. Out of our 42 churches only 2 have re​ported, viz.: Starkville & Columbus. In both of these the schools are under the control of the Session & the catechism is taught regularly & the Sab. School literature of our Church, such as the Earnest Worker & Children’s Friend, is in use. Starkville Church Sab. School: Teachers 9, Scholars 78. No. admitted to Ch. 4. Amt. Contributed $19.55.

Columbus: Teachers 20. Scholars 120. No. admitted to Ch. 1. Amt. Contributed $100.00.

The Stated Clerk was authorized to complete this Sab. School report as best he might be [able] & forward to the Gen. Assembly.
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The Corresponding Member of Assembly Committee on Education made the following report which was approved.

Received 

4/’82

From Columbus Church


$14.85



From Miss Dora Smith


  54.85








$68.85

Received since



From Lady Friend



  $2.00

12/’82

From Meridian Church


  10.00



From Macon Church



    7.50



From Bethel Church



    5.00



From G. T. Storey



  10.00



From Good Hope Church


    7.65








  41.15



Total




          $110.00



Per Contra

1/’83

By amt. forwarded to Dr Richardson

$14.85









  54.00









    1.00









  10.00









    7.50









    5.00









  10.00









    7.65








          $110.00








Respectfully submitted,








H. C. Smith, Cor. Member

The Auditing Committee to whom were referred the [illegible word] and vouchers of Cor. Members of Assembly’s Committees on Home Missions, Foreign Missions and Publications report that they have examined the same and found them to be correct.







R. F. Houston and W. A. McMillan, Comm.

The records of Bethsalem Church were approved with the exception that they had not been before Presbytery since ’79. 

Second clause of Standing Rule No. 5 was suspended, and the Presbyterial Conference omit​ted.

Standing Rule No. 3 was repealed.
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Committee appointed to select subjects, preacher & essayist for next Presbyterial Sermon & Conference reported recommending as principal preacher Rev H. C. Smith, alternate Rev R. B. McAlpine. Subject: Family Religion. For Presbyterial Conference, principal essayist Capt. T. H. Woods, alternate, Judge J. A. Orr. Subject: Criticism of [illegible].

The report was adopted.

The Treasurer presented the following report which was approved.

Total amt. on hand per last report



$14.00

Total amt. collected on Presbyterial Tax


  16.50

Total amount collected on Commissioners’ Fund

  97.30






                      $127.80

Per Contra

By amt. paid Treasurer of Synod



$14.00

By amt. paid Stated Clerk on salary



  16.50

By amt paid Comms. to last Assembly


  15.05

By amt. paid Comms. to next Assembly


  82.25







          $127.80







Respectfully submitted,







A. H. Barkley, Treasurer.

Report of Former Evangelist (approved), viz.: The former Evangelist of Presbytery begs leave to report that he has received the following sums on back salary, viz.: From Phila​delphus Church $5.00. From Friendship 45.00. From Houston 4.00. From Buena Vista $3.00. From Starkville $.50. Total $17.50.







Respectfully submitted,







A. H. Barkley, former Evangelist.

The subject of the indebtedness of Presbytery to Rev A. H. Barkley former Evangelist for services rendered was taken up and the following action taken. Rev A. H. Barkley having signified his readiness to compromise with Presbytery in reference to the debt due him for Evangelistic work (say) $750.00, accepting as satisfactory $375.00 in full liquidation of said debt—the following obligations were voluntarily assumed by members of Presby​tery—said amts. pledged to be paid to Rev A. H. Barkley on or before the fall meeting of Presbytery, viz.:
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Rev B. F. Peters $25. Rev G. T. Storey $25. Rev J. D. West $25. Rev H. C. Smith $25. W. A. McMillan $25. Rev R. B. McAlpine $50. Rev J. Bardwell $50. Rev A. H. Barkley $50. Rev A. B. Coit $45. Total $375.00.

Committee on Leave of Absence reported that no applications for leave of absence had been made and have none granted. Report approved & committee discharged.

Committee on Bills & Overtures and Judicial Committee reported that no business had been placed in their hands. The reports were approved and committees discharged.

The Macon Church asked & obtained leave to employ Rev A. H. Barkley one-half of his time for next six months at a salary of $375.00.

Bethel Church asked & obtained permission to employ Rev G. T. Storey for one Sabbath a month for one year at a salary of $200.00, the Starkville Church concurring in this ar​rangement.

At their request permission was granted the Lauderdale Church to employ Rev B. F. Peters for ¼ of his time until 1st Sept. next at $75 per month or more if it can be raised.

Permission was given to Rev B. F. Peters under a suspension of Standing Rule No. 8 to supply the Enterprise church for 6 mos. If the way be clear.

A like permission was given to Rev. M. J. McLean in reference to the Bethsalem, Mt Zion & Louisville Churches.





Presbytery took recess until after public worship tonight.

After public worship Presbytery resumed business.

The following supplies for vacant churches were ordered: For the 5th Sabbath of July: R. B. McAlpine to supply Hamilton; A. H. Barkley, Centre Point; M. J. McLean, Pleasant Springs; J. D. West, Knox; B. F. Peters, DeKalb; and for the 5th Sabbath of September, J. D. West, Hamilton; G. T. Story, Centre Point; and J. Bardwell, Lawrence.
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The following resolution of thanks was unanimously adopted: Resolved, That the thanks of this Presbytery are tendered to the good people of Lauderdale for their kind & gen​erous hospitality to its members during its sessions, and to the M & O RR for re​duction in fare to the members in coming & returning from Presbytery, and that this resolution be read from the pulpit on Sabbath.

The minutes of today’s proceedings were read & approved. Presbytery then adjourned with singing, prayer & the Apostolic benediction to meet again in the Presbyterian Church in Starkville on Thursday before the first full moon in October next, at 11 o’clock a.m.








J. D. West, Moderator.








J. D. Hutchinson, Clerk pro. tem.

Attest: 

Joseph Bardwell, Stated Clerk.
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Starkville, Miss.








October 11th 1883

Presbytery met and was opened by a sermon by Rev J. D. West from I Cor. XII:11. After sermon Presbytery was constituted with prayer, the roll called, and the following mem​bers answered to their names:

Ministers: A. H. Barkley, J. Bardwell, J. N. Carothers, A. B. Coit, R. B. McAlpine, J. W. Moseley, B. F. Peters, G. T. Storey, M. J. McLean and J. D. West—10.

Ruling Elders: R. F. Houston from Meridian Church; Dr Wm N. Ames from Starkville Church; [and] S. B. Aston from Friendship Church.

Rev R. B. McAlpine was elected Moderator and Rev J. D. West, Temporary Clerk.







        Presbytery took recess until 2:30 p.m.








Afternoon 2:30

Presbytery met & resumed business. The minutes of the last stated meeting were read, also the Standing Rules of Presbytery. 

Elder W. A. Love from Bethel Church appeared, & his name was enrolled.

Rev David Pressley, pastor of the Associate Reformed Pres. Church was cordially invited to sit as a corresponding member.

The Moderator announced the following Standing Committees:

Bills & Overtures: J. D. West, A. B. Coit & W. N. Ames.

Judicial Comm.: J. Bardwell, A. H. Barkley & W. A. Love.

Narrative: B. F. Peters, J. W. Moseley & S. B. Aston.

Minutes of Gen. Assembly: G. T. Storey, M. J. McLean & R. F. Houston.

Leave of Absence: R. F. Houston and A. B. Coit.

Devotional Exercises: G. T. Storey and W. N. Ames.

The reading of narratives was made the first order of the day for Friday afternoon, and hearing the report of the Corresponding Members of the Assembly’s Ex. Committee on Home and Foreign Missions, Publication & Education, the 2nd order
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Presbytery adopted the following hours for business, viz.: From 8:30 to 11 o’clock a.m. and from 2:30 to 5 p.m. 

S. W. Aston from the Lebanon Church, A. J. Caldwell from Mt Zion and W. J. Hannah from Bethsalem appeared, and their names were enrolled.

Supplies to vacant churches appointed at last stated meeting of Presbytery reported com​pliance with order of Presbytery with two exceptions, in which cases satisfactory reasons were given for non-compliance.

The commission appointed to install Rev G. T. Story pastor of the Starkville Church reported that they had discharged that duty on the 17th day of June last.

Presbytery then adjourned till Friday morning at 8:30.









Closed with prayer.









Friday (12th), 8:30 a.m.

Presbytery met & was opened with prayer. After half an hour spent in devotional exer​cises, business was resumed. The minutes of yesterday were read & approved.

The Pendleton and Montrose Churches asked & obtained permission to employ Rev A. B. Coit as Stated Supply, each 1 Sab. per month, for the next six months, and permission was given to Bro. Coit to serve for the next six months the other churches in Jasper & Newton Counties, if the way be clear.

A letter was received from Rev Jas. A. Mecklin giving satisfactory reasons for absence from present meeting of Presbytery, and asking permission to labor, at discretion, for the next six months. The request was granted.

The Lebanon Church asked & obtained permission to employ Rev A. H. Mecklin ½ of his time for six months beginning January 1st 1884, at a salary of $250 per annum, the said Rev S. H. Mecklin being a member of the Central Miss. Presbytery. The action of this Presbytery is conditioned upon the consent of his Presbytery to the arrangement con​templated.
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Lauderdale and DeKalb Churches obtained permission to employ the services of Rev B. F. Peters each ¼ of his time for six months, and permission was given to Bro. Peters, at his request, to labor ½ of his time for the next six months without our bounds, if the way be clear.

L. T. Carlisle an Elder from West Point Church and Dr J. D. Hutchinson from Hamilton Church appeared and their names were enrolled.

The Houston and Buena Vista Churches obtained permission to employ Rev J. N. Caro​thers as Stated Supply each for ¼ of his time for six months at such terms as may be mutually satisfactory.

Elder J. D. McCrary from Bowie Church appeared and his name was enrolled.

Presbytery proceeded to select a place for its next meeting West Point and Meridian were put in nomination. Pending the consideration of the subject, on motion, the election was postponed until after the arrival of the morning train, as other delegates were expected.

Presbytery then engaged in a short devotional service introduced by singing the hymn, “There is a fountain filled with blood.”

On resumption of business Rev A. B. Coit requested that a commission be appointed to visit the Paulding Church to examine & adjust certain grievances existing in the church which the Session could not well adjust. In compliance with this request Presbytery ap​pointed the commission to consist of J. Bardwell, H. C. Smith, J. W. Moseley, R. F. Houston, J. F. Smith & D. D. McLaurin.

The commissioners to the last Assembly made a report of their attendance on the sessions of that body
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in Lexington, Ky., & that they had performed the duties assigned them. Their diligence was approved.







Presbytery then took recess until 2:30 p.m.

Presbytery convened and resumed business. The order of the day, hearing narratives from the churches, was called, and the following churches presented written narratives, viz.: Aber​deen, Bethsalem, Bethel, Buena Vista, Columbus, DeKalb, Friendship, Garlands​ville, Houston, Lebanon, Lauderdale, Louisville, Macon, Meridian, Montrose, Mt Zion, Pendleton, Starkville, [and] West Point.

Rev J. S. Oakley of the M. E. Ch. South was invited to sit as a visiting brother.

On motion the 2nd order of the day, hearing reports from Cor. Members of Assembly’s Ex. Committees was postponed till after public worship tonight.

The Committee on the Minutes of the Gen. Assembly presented their report in part, which was received & adopted, calling attention to the following acts & recom​menda​tions of the Assembly, viz.:

1. To the action of the Assembly found on page 21 of published Minutes in reference to the Form of Narratives, Family worship and the quorum of a commission of Presbytery.

2. To the Assembly’s action on For. Missions, p. 31.

3. To the action in reference to the Tuscaloosa Institute, p. 35. Your committee rec​om​mend to Presbytery the adoption of the following resolution: That Presbytery urges upon the ministers & sessions under its care the great importance of obeying the Assembly’s exhortation.

4. To the action of the Assembly on the subject of Education, pp. 43-44.

5. To the Assembly’s action on the Sabbath, see p. 45. Your committee recommend the appointment of a standing committee of three to comply with the recommendation of the Assembly.
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6. To the action of the Gen. Assembly on Statistics, see p. 55.

7. To the action respecting overtures from Presbyteries, see p. 59.

8. To the action on Systematic Beneficence, see p. 60.

The committee further reported in reference to a series of overtures sent down to the Pres​byteries by the General Assembly. These overtures were considered and acted upon seriatim in the order presented in a printed circular furnished by the Assembly’s Stated Clerk:

No. 1. Overture on the proposed amendment to Chapter XII, Sec. 3, Book of Discipline, after the words (adopted by the Presbyteries & reported to the Assembly of 1882)—“This provision shall in like manner apply, mutatis mutandis to the case of ruling elders and deacons.” The words: “But in all such cases the Session of the Church to which the elder or deacon who seeks demission, belongs, shall act as the Presbytery acts in similar cases where a minister is considered.” Answered in the affirmative.

No. 2. Overture providing for amendments to the Confession of Faith and the Catechisms of the Church. “Upon the recommendation of one Assembly, the concurrence of at least three-fourths of the Presbyteries, and the enactment of the same by a subsequent Assem​bly,” was answered in the affirmative.

No. 3. Overture, “Shall the following words constituting the last sentence in Chapter 24, Sec. 4 of the Confession of Faith be stricken out: ‘The man may not marry any of his wife’s kindred nearer in blood than he may of his own, nor the woman, of her husband & kindred nearer in blood than of her own.’?” Answered unanimously in the affirmative.
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No. 4. Shall there be “such an amendment to our present law as shall distinctly prohibit the Assembly from finally concluding the terms or basis of correspondence, cooperation, or organic union with any other ecclesiastical body, unless a previous Assembly shall have agreed to the same, and two-thirds of the Presbyteries concurred therein?” Ans​wered affirmatively.

No. 5. Overture touching the ordination and powers of the Evangelist in foreign fields, upon recommendation of the committee, this matter was referred to a special committee of three, to report thereon at the next stated meeting of Presbytery.

No. 5. Overture in reference to the method of correspondence with other bodies, the fol​lowing recommendation of the committee was adopted nearly unanimously, “That in the judgment of this Presbytery the method of correspondence should be uniform, after the Assembly of 1884, and by letter.”








G. T. Storey, Chairman of Comm.

The Treasurer of Presbytery presented the following report which was adopted, viz.: 

The Treasurer would report that he has received the following sums since the last stated meeting, viz.:



On Presbyterial Tax

        $10.00



On Synodical Tax

          15.00



On Commissioner’s Fund for 1882  
3.00 from Bethsalem Church







         $28.50

Per Contra



By amt. paid Stated Clerk
          $10.00



Paid Commissioners to Assembly        3.00



Total cash on hand

          $15.50








Respectfully submitted,








A. H. Barkley, Treas.

Presbytery then took recess until after public worship tonight.
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After public worship (Friday night) Presbytery was convened and resumed business. 

Rev. E. E. King pastor of the Baptist Church in Starkville was invited to sit as a visiting brother.

On motion the order of the day was suspended in order to select the place for the next Stated Meeting of Presbytery West Point & Meridian were re-nominated and Rev A. B. Coit nominated Lawrence also. The vote being taken resulted in the choice of West Point.

The Corresponding Member of the Assembly’s Ex. Comm. on Home Missions presented the following report which was approved.

Report on Home Missions

The whole amount received for the various objects embraced under the head of Home Missions since the last stated meeting of Presbytery is $104.49 [sic], one-hundred and one & 89/100 dollars [sic], and was obtained from the following sources:

Evangelistic Fund

From Friendship Church $1.50. Pisgah $3.00. Starkville $11.50. Houston $1.50. Macon $1.05. Lebanon $3.35. Bethsalem $1.23. Louisville [illegible]. Montrose $2.00. Mt Zion $2.00. Paulding $3.00. Buena Vista $5.00. Total $37.03. [note adds Garlandsville $2.25].

Sustentation Proper

From Starkville $5.00. Macon $2.25. Willing Hands, Macon $1.70, Bethsalem $1.23, Louisville [illegible], Mt Zion $2.00. Buena Vista .00 [sic]. Total $14.33.

Invalid Fund

From Lawrence $3.00. Pisgah $1.92. Bethsalem $1.24. Louisville $1.90. Mt Zion $2.10. Friendship $1.00. Buena Vista $2.00. Total $13.16. Total for 3 causes $104.89.

Since the last report application was made to the Central Committee at the request of Bethsalem Church, to supplement the salary of Rev M. J. McLean in the sum of $75.00. The appropriation was made and the first installment duly forwarded and paid over, which is accounted for in this report.
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A communication was received from Lebanon Church, asking for an appropriation of $150.00 without stating what the Church itself would pay its minister. The inquiry was made of the church what salary it would pay, and whether it would comply with the by-laws of the Assembly in taking up collections for this object; but no information has been received to date.

A strenuous effort has been made to group the churches so as to supply them with the preached word; but, as yet little has been accomplished. The failure is due in part to an indisposition on the part of the churches to acquiesce in the groupings as made by the committee. Having exhausted our best efforts to bring about such an arrangement as would supply the many destitutions in our bounds, we submit this subject to the Pres​bytery for such action as in its wisdom will bring about the desired result.








Respectfully submitted,






          A. H. Barkley, Cor. Mem. Assem. Comm.

The Cor. Mem. of Assembly’s Ex. Comm. on Foreign Missions and Publication pre​sented the following reports which were approved:

Report on Foreign Missions

Amounts received from April 2nd 1883

April 2nd 1883

From Ladies Aid Society of Meridian Ch.

$6.45

April 21st

Smyrna Church




  5.00




DeKalb Church




  4.00




Mrs Hairston, Bethel Church



  5.00

May 8th

Columbus Church Sab. School


  4.40




Ladies Aid Society of Starkville Ch.


10.00

June 9th 

Mrs J. W. Kimbrough of Wahalak


  2.00

July 7th 

Columbus Church Sab. School


  3.55

August 7th

Columbus Church Sab. School


  4.60

Sept 17th 

Good Hope Church




  2.00

Oct 8th 


Lawrence Church




  7.50









          $54.50
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Brought Forward



          $54.50

May 8th 1883

From Miss Mattie F. Bardwell


$5.00

May 28th 

Bethel Church





  3.00



May 29th 

Pisgah Church





  4.30




Starkville Church




10.00

Oct 12th 

Friendship Church




  5.00




Buena Vista Ch.




  4.00




Houston Church




  3.00









          $38.15




In hand April 2nd 1883


          $92.65


Per Contra

May 14th 1883

By Amt. Sent to L. C. Inglis


          $53.45

July 7th 

By Amt. Sent to L. C. Inglis



10.85

Sept 29th 

By Amt. Sent to L. C. Inglis



  8.80









          $73.10

Oct 12th

Amt in hand




          $19.55








Respectfully submitted,






    G. T. Storey, Cor. Mem. Assem. Com. For. Miss.

Report on Publication

April 21st 1883
Total Amt. received from Friendship Ch.

$2.00




Buena Vista Church




  2.00










$4.00

Per Contra

May 14th 1883

By Amt. sent to Jas K. Hazen, D.D.


$4.00








Respectfully submitted,






     G. T. Storey, Cor. Mem. Assem. Comm. on Pub.

In the absence of the Cor. Mem. of Assem. Ex. Comm. on Education from whom no report on Education was had, Rev J. Bardwell called the attention of Presbytery to the immediate wants of our candidate, Mr E. B. Witherspoon, who is now pursuing his studies at Columbia Theo. Seminary and urged that provision should be made to meet these wants. 

On motion Presbytery adjourned till 8:30 a.m., Saturday.









       Closed with prayer.








Saturday morning, 8:30

Presbytery met and was opened with prayer. Half an hour was spent in devotional exer​cises, after which business was resumed. The minutes of yesterday were
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read and approved.

Wm A. McMillan an Elder from the Aberdeen Church, appeared and his name was enrolled.

R. F. Houston and W. J. Hannah were appointed a committee to report on assessment for Commissioners’ Fund.

On motion of Rev J. D. West, it was ordered that a collection be taken up on Sabbath morning for the benefit of our candidate.

Rev J. Bardwell called the attention of Presbytery to the subject of our Home Evan​gelistic work, and asked that Presbytery take some specific action on this subject, where​upon a committee consisting of J. D. West, J. Bardwell, Wm A. McMillan and J. W. Hannah was appointed to report on this matter this afternoon.

Rev J. D. West requested Presbytery, on account of certain irregularities in discipline which he could not reach by the usual methods of discipline, to dissolve the pastoral relation between himself and the Aberdeen Church. Wm A. McMillan, Elder from the Aberdeen Church was called upon to state the feelings & action of the Session and con​gregation upon the subject. He stated that the congregation were unwilling to concur in the request of their pastor, whereupon Rev A. H. Barkley moved that a commission of 3 ministers and 2 elders be appointed to visit the Aberdeen [church] at their earliest con​venience, and inquire into and adjust the whole. This motion was unanimously adopted, and the following commission appointed: Revs G. T. Storey, J. Bardwell, A. H. Barkley, and Elders Wm A. Love and J. D. Hutchinson.

The Committee on Assessments made the following report which was adopted:

Assessment for Commissioners’ Fund

Aberdeen $4. Bethel $2. Bethsalem $3. Buena Vista $2. Carolina $1. Centre Point $1. Columbus $8. Crawfordville $1. DeKalb $2. Enterprise $2. Enon $1. Friendship $3. Gar​landsville $2. Good Hope $2. Hamilton $1. Houston $2. Knox $2.50. Lawrence $2. Lou​is​​​ville $1. Lebanon $2. Macon $2. Meridian $4. Montrose $1. Newton $1. Pendleton $1.

[230]

Pisgah 1. Paulding $1. Philadelphus $1. Okolona $2. Salem $1. Mt Zion $2. Smyrna $1. Pleasant Springs $1. Starkville $3. Unity $1. Wahalak $2. West Point $1. Lauderdale $1. Toomsuba $1. Bowie $1. Vernal $1. Total $75.50.







        R. F. Houston and J. W. Hanna, Comm.

Standing Rule No. 5 requiring a Presbyterial Sermon and Conference was suspended, and the appointees & subjects for this meeting were continued to the next Stated Meeting.







Presbytery took recess till 2:30 p.m.








Afternoon 2:30

The committee appointed to report on the subject of Home Evangelistic work made their report which was received and, on motion, considered seriatim. After considerable dis​cussion the several recommendations of the committee were adopted seriatim, and then the report was adopted as a whole, and is as follows:

The committee to whom was referred the subject of Presbyterial Evangelism would report, recommending:

1st. That a committee of 3 ministers and 3 elders be appointed to take charge of the work of providing the ways and means of reaching our vacant & destitute places in all its features that involve no conflict with complete cooperation with the Assembly’s work of evangelism, or the constitution of the Church.

2nd. That the members of this committee be selected with a view to reaching every church in the Presbytery at the smallest expense of time and labor.

3rd. That this committee apportion by name a certain number of churches to each several member, who will be expected to present in person, or by some other more efficient method than epistolary correspondence the claims of this work upon the churches within his district.

4th. That the committee be empowered to make rules for
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securing united effort on the part of the different members in their respective districts, in forming an advantageous & constitutional grouping of the vacancies of our field, and securing voluntary subscriptions from individuals in the various churches for a permanent evangelistic fund, and collecting the same, and

5th. That the committee be required to hold at least two meetings annually.








Respectfully submitted,








J. D. West, Chairman.

An invitation was received from Gen. S. D. Lee, President of the A & M College to visit that institution. On motion by Rev J. Bardwell, Presbytery expressed its grateful acknow​ledgement of the courtesy and its regret that its limited time would prevent it from accepting the invitation.

Narrative

The Committee on the Narrative presented the following report which was adopted, and ordered to be forwarded to Synod: 

The committee would report that quite a number of narratives are meager, in many cases responding to but few of the questions directed to the sessions, and for the most part giv​ing painful evidence of haste, and of want of attention to this important subject. While we have no report of the special outpouring of the Spirit resulting in a large ingathering into the Church, and while some report coldness & backwardness in duty, yet we have reports which seem to indicate a healthy, encouraging state in many of the churches, and several of them report hopeful conversions and a revival of the graces & comforts of the Spirit in the hearts of God’s people. As a general thing our congregations are good, orderly & at​ten​​tive, and a goodly proportion of our churches are reported as improving in this respect. All of the churches reporting have the stated means of grace, while only two have all the time of their ministers.
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A few have half of their minister’s time, and the remaining only one-fourth. Our min​is​ters are preaching acceptably, and are faithfully engaged in their work. Considering their means & the number of objects to which our people contribute, they serve God with their substance with an increasing tendency. Intemperance is confessed to exist to a certain ex​tent in one or two instances, but by no means [as] a general evil among us. Family prayer is kept up encouragingly in some of our churches, yet a good many reports show a sad fail​ure in this duty, the same of catechetical instruction. Few of our country churches have successful church schools, some of them have union schools, and some none. The same may be said of social prayer-meetings. Several churches report prayer-meetings well attended. Sabbath observance is generally good; yet there are complaints on the sub​ject, our people in some churches falling below the standard of their fathers. Our church papers are taken to some extent with good results; yet they are [not] taken as should be. The colored people are welcomed to our church services, but they do not avail them​sel​ves of the privileges offered, and while they are not wholly neglected, still there is but little being done directly for them. Upon the whole, we have much to deplore and amend, and much for which to thank God & take courage. Our work is great and our difficulties many, but the Lord is King, and our [illegible word], through His grace, are effective. We pray the Lord to perfect His strength in our weakness, and to grant us knowledge and skill to serve Him acceptably.








B. F. Peters, Chairman.

The following committees were appointed:

Committee on Foreign Evangelistic Work, as presented in overture No. 5 from the As​sem​bly to report thereon next spring—J. Bardwell, J. W. Moseley and T. H. Woods.
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Committee on the Sabbath—J. D. West, G. T. Story & W. A. McMillan.

Committee on Supplies submitted a report which was adopted and is as follows, viz.:

For Bowie Church 
on 5th Sab. in December

Rev H. C. Smith

For Centre Point 
on 5th Sab. in December

Rev J. Bardwell

For Centre Point 
on 5th Sab. in March


Rev A. H. Barkley

For Decatur
 
on 5th Sab. in December

Rev O. H. P. Smyth

For Enon
 
on 5th Sab. in March


Rev H. C. Smith

For Enterprise
 
on 5th Sab. in December

Rev A. B. Coit

For Enterprise
 
on 5th Sab. in March


Rev J. Bardwell

For Hamilton
 
on 5th Sab. in December

Rev R. B. McAlpine

For Hamilton
 
on 5th Sab. in March


Rev J. D. West

For Heidelberg
on 5th Sab. in December

Rev J. W. Moseley

For Mt Moriah 
on 5th Sab. in March


Rev O. H. P. Smyth

For Philadelphus
on 5th Sab. in December

Rev B. F. Peters

For Philadelphus
on 5th Sab. in March


Rev J. W. Moseley

For Knox

on 5th Sab. in December

Rev G. T. Storey

For Knox 

on 5th Sab. in March


Rev B. F. Peters

For Shuqualak 
on 5th Sab. in December

Rev A. H. Barkley

For Shuqualak 
on 5th Sab. in March


Rev R. B. McAlpine

For Pleasant Springs 
on 5th Sab. in December

Rev M. J. McLean

For Pleasant Springs 
on 5th Sab. in March


Rev G. T. Storey

For Perkinsville
on 5th Sab. in March


Rev M. J. McLean

Revs J. N. Carothers, I. P. Osborne & J. A. Mecklin, on fifth Sabbaths of December and March at discretion.





Presbytery took recess till after public worship tonight.








Saturday night

After public worship Presbytery was called to order and resumed business. On motion it was resolved to postpone the appointment of the Committee on Home Evangelistic Work until the adjourned meeting, during the sessions of Synod at Natchez.

The thanks of Presbytery were tendered to the good people of Starkville & vicinity for their generous hospitality to its members, and to the several railroads that extended
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favors to the members in the way of reduced fare.

Pending the motion to adjourn, the minutes of today’s proceedings were read and ap​proved. On motion Presbytery then adjourned to meet in the city of Natchez at the call of the Moderator, or, in his absence, of the Stated Clerk, during the sessions of Synod in November next. Closed with singing, prayer and the Apostolic benediction.








R. B. McAlpine, Moderator.








J. D. West, Temporary Clerk.

Attest:

Joseph Bardwell, Stated Clerk.

Approved in Synod,

Natchez, Miss., Nov. 10, 1883,

S. S. Brown, Moderator of Synod.

Adjourned Meeting at Natchez

Pursuant to adjournment Presbytery met at call of the Moderator in Natchez during the sessions of Synod, November 10th 1883, and was opened with prayer. 

Present Rev R. B. McAlpine, Moderator; Rev J. D. West, Temporary Clerk; Revs G. T. Storey, J. A. Mecklin & J. Bardwell; and H. M. Street, Ruling Elder from Meridian Church.

Rev J. A. Mecklin asked & obtained a letter of transfer to Central Mississippi Presbytery; Rev I. P. Osborne asked & obtained a letter of transfer to Chickasaw Presbytery/.

Rev J. W. Moseley, through Rev J. Bardwell, represented to Presbytery that difficulties would probably exist to prevent a quorum of Session being had to attend to the ordination & installation of Elders & Deacons-elect in the Wahalak Church, and asked that Pres​by​tery appoint a commission to perform this duty in case the anticipated emergency should arise, whereupon Presbytery appointed Rev J. W. Moseley & G. T. Storey & Elder H. Woods such [a] commission. 

Minutes read & approved & Presbytery adjourned with prayer & apostolic benediction to
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meet in West Point on Thursday before the first full moon in April next, [at] 11 a.m.








R. B. McAlpine, Moderator.








J. D. West, Tem. Clerk.

Attest:

Joseph Bardwell, Stated Clerk.
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West Point, Miss., April 3rd 1884








Thursday, 11 a.m.

Presbytery met pursuant to adjournment and was opened by a sermon from the retiring moderator, Rev R. B. McAlpine.

After sermon Presbytery was constituted with prayer; the roll was called, and the follow​ing members were present:

Ministers Present

A. H. Barkley, J. Bardwell, J. N. Carothers, J. W. Moseley, R. B. McAlpine, B. F. Peters, G. T. Storey, and J. D. West.

Elders Present

S. R. Boyd


from


Lebanon Church

J. S. Carothers





West Point

Dr J. D. Hutchinson




Hamilton

Dr A. C. Molloy




Unity

D. N. Martin





Houston

J. M. McNair





Carolina

J. A. Nielson





Columbus

R. C. Patty





Macon

J. M. Ware





Starkville

Ministers absent: A. B. Coit, H. C. Smith, O. H. P. Smyth, and M. J. McLean.

Rev B. F. Peters was elected Moderator, and R. C. Patty, Temporary Clerk.

On motion of Rev A. H. Barkley, Rev J. S. Mills of the Associate Reformed Church was in​vited to sit as a corresponding member, and Revs J. M. Keaton and G. H. Sheldrake of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church as visiting brethren; also Rev J. L. Futrell of the M. E. Church South was invited to sit as a visiting brother. These brethren were formally pre​sented to the Moderator, and by him introduced to Presbytery.
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The minutes of the last stated meeting or Presbytery and also of the adjourned meeting held at Natchez during the sessions of Synod, together with the Standing Rules were read, after which Presbytery took recess till 2 ½ p.m.









2:30 p.m.

Presbytery met and resumed business. The Moderator announced the following commit​tees:

Committee on Bills & Overtures:

Revs R. B. McAlpine & J. N. Carothers, with Elder D. N. Martin.

Judicial Committee:

Revs J. D. West, J. Bardwell and Elder J. M. McNair.

Committee on Narrative:

Rev G. T. Storey and Elder J. A. Nielson.

Committee on Minutes of Synod:

J. Bardwell and S. R. Boyd.

Committee on Leave of Absence:

J. W. Moseley and J. M. Ware.

Comm. on Devotional Exercises:

A. H. Barkley and J. S. Carothers.

Committees on Sessional Records, viz:

On Records of Aberdeen, West Point, DeKalb, Louisville, Enon & Philadelphus Churches—G. T. Storey and J. A. Neilson.

On Records of Meridian, Starkville, Houston, Toomsuba, Lauderdale, Hamilton, Bowie & Beersheba Churches—J. D. West and J. S. Carothers.

On Records of Lawrence, Newton, Montrose, Paulding, Pendleton, Pisgah, Salem & Carolina Churches—J. W. Moseley & A. C. Malloy.

On Records of Columbus, Bethsalem, Mt Zion, Smyrna, Pleasant Springs, Unity & Bethel Churches—J. Bardwell & D. N. Martin.

On Records of Macon, Knox, Wahalak, Vernal & Lebanon Churches—R. B. McAlpine and J. M. Ware.

On Records of Okolona & Garlands[ville] Churches—J. N. Carothers & J. M. McNair.

On Records of Enterprise, Friendship, Buena Vista, and Good Hope Churches: A. H. Barkley and S. R. Boyd.
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The reading of narratives from the churches was made the first order for Friday morning.

No 12 of Standing Rules was repealed.

A special committee, consisting of A. H. Barkley, J. W. Moseley & J. M. Ware, was appointed to devise ways & means to provide a fund to defray the contingent expenses of Presbytery & report to Presbytery at its present meeting.

Rev J. Bardwell, chairman of commission appointed at last stated meeting of Presbytery to visit Paulding Church, reported that he had not convened the commission for sundry reasons which he stated to Presbytery, which reasons were deemed satisfactory by Pres​by​tery, and the commission was discharged.

On motion of Rev A. H. Barkley the sessions of Presbytery were fixed from 9 to 12 o’clock a.m., and from 3 to 5 o’clock p.m.

The Stated Clerk submitted to Presbytery a circular letter from the chairman of the Syn​odical Committee on Evangelistic Work, and also a letter from Rev Dr Craig, Sec’y of Domestic Missions, which were docketed.

The commission appointed at the adjourned meeting of Presbytery held at Natchez, to ordain & install elders & deacons in the Wahalak Church reported through its chairman that no action had been taken in the matter for reasons which were satisfactory to Pres​by​tery, and the commission was discharged.

Ministers appointed to supply vacant churches reported general compliance with order of Presbytery, or satisfactory reasons for non-compliance.
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Presbytery adjourned till 9 o’clock tomorrow morning.









Closed with prayer.








Friday, 9 o’clock a.m.

Presbytery met and was opened with prayer. After half an hour spent in devotional ex​ercises, business was resumed. The minutes of yesterday were read and approved.

Ruling Elders S. L. Wilson from Friendship Church, J. F. Smith from Good Hope, and W. H. Holmes from Aberdeen appeared, and their names were enrolled.

The order of the day—the reading of narratives, was called, and the following churches presented written narratives which were read and referred to the Committee on the Narrative to the Gen. Assembly, viz.: Macon, Meridian, Aberdeen, Carolina, Friendship, Houston, Buena Vista, Lebanon, Starkville, [and] West Point. On motion, verbal reports were received from the following churches—Columbus, Bethel, Okolona, Unity, Good Hope, Lauderdale, & Enterprise, and no reports, either written or verbal, from Bethsalem, Mt Zion, Louisville, Wahalak, Smyrna, Pleasant Springs, Centre Point, DeKalb, Enon, Salem, Vernal, Bowie Pisgah, Pendleton, Paulding, Garlandsville, Montrose, Lawrence, Newton, Philadelphus, Knox, Hamilton, Toomsuba, Beersheba and Crawfordville—mak​ing 10 churches which presented written narratives—7 verbal reports, and 25 no report at all.

In view of the meager reports from the churches the Stated Clerk was ordered to prepare from such data as he could collect and forward to the Gen. Assembly the Statistical Re​port, the Report of Systematic Beneficence, and also perfect & forward the Report on Sabbath Schools.

Rev M. V. Noffsinger of the Baptist Church was introduced by Rev A. H. Barkley & was invited by Presbytery to a seat as a visiting brother.
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The Special Committee on Ways and Means, presented their report which was received. Rev J. D. West offered a substitute, pending the consideration of which Presbytery took recess till 3 o’clock p.m.








3 o’clock p.m.

Presbytery met & resumed business. The unfinished business of the morning session was taken up, viz.: the consideration of the substitute offered by Rev J. D. West. Pending the further discussion, on motion by Rev G. T. Storey, the whole subject with all the papers was recommitted to the special committee with Rev J. D. West added to the committee.

Rev G. T. Storey, chairman of the commission appointed to visit the Aberdeen Church submitted the following report which was approved.

Report of Commission








Aberdeen, Miss., Dec 5th 1883,








2 o’clock p.m.

Commission met and was constituted with prayer by Rev J. Bardwell, D.D. Members present: Rev G. T. Storey, chairman; J. Bardwell, D.D., Elders Dr J. D. Hutchinson and W. A. Love. Absent: Rev. A. H. Barkley. On motion W. A. Love was appointed clerk of the commission. 

The minute of Presbytery appointing the commission was read, together with a letter from Rev J. D. West to the chairman and a statement also from Mr West was read. On motion the commission took a recess until 7 o’clock p.m. 








7 o’clock p.m. 

Com​mission met, members present as at former session. A free conversation was had with the Session of the Church, eliciting such information as seemed
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necessary to guide the commission in the discharge of the duties before them. The com​mis​sion then adjourned until 9 o’clock tomorrow morning. Closed with prayer.







Thursday morning, 9 o’clock.

Commission met, and was opened with prayer, members present as on yesterday. A fur​ther conference was had with the Session, after which the Session retired, and the follow​ing paper was unanimously adopted by the commission:

After a careful examination into the matter entrusted to its investigation and adjudication, the commission finds the irregularities complained of by the pastor to consist in the dere​liction of the Session to administer the Discipline in reference to certain offenses evi​dently demanding it. But inasmuch as the want of discipline complained of, seems now barred by the statute of limitation, the commission would counsel no further action in the particular case under review; still, in view of the fact that certain forms of predatory speculation seem to be gaining prevalence in the church & community by reason of this dereliction of the Session in the past: therefore it is ordered 

[1st] That the Session of this Church be required to exercise a careful watch over the conduct of its officers & members in reference to lotteries, rafflings, and kindred forms of legalized gambling, and to take all proper steps to prevent their connection in future with these evils, and discipline offenders.

2nd. The commission are unanimously of the opinion that the interest of the Church im​per​a​tively demand that the pastoral relation be not disturbed, in which judgment they are heartily sustained by the great body of the church & congregation; and they commend the fidelity of the Pastor in seeking to discharge his duty to the flock over which the Holy Ghost hath made him overseer.
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3rd. The commission would further record its pronounced judgment against all connection on the part of officers and members of the Church with lotteries, rafflings, and kindred forms of speculation, as evils fraught with incalculable mischief to individuals, families, & communities. Against these sins the Presbyterian Church has, through its highest court, borne repeated & unmistakable testimony. That good men have been implicated in these sinful practices must be confessed; but in so doing they have put themselves in opposition to the pronounced judgment of the Presbyterian Church. With affectionate counsel the commission would commend this whole subject to the prayerful consideration of all the officers & members of the church, praying that grace, mercy, & peace may be abundantly multiplied unto all who love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity & in truth. Amen.

It was ordered that the chairman of the commission be directed to preach in the pulpit of this (the Aberdeen) Church on next Sabbath and read from the pulpit the foregoing action of the commission in connection with certain deliverances of the General Assembly touch​ing this subject, and that the Rev J. D. West be directed to occupy the pulpit of the Stark​ville Church on next Sabbath. On motion, the commission adjourned sine die. Closed with prayer.








G. T. Storey, Chairman.








W. A. Love, Clerk.

Rev J. Bardwell, chairman of [the presbyterial] Committee to report on Overture of the Gen. Assembly, touching the nature & extent of the powers of the [Assembly’s] Foreign Evangelistic [Committee] submitted a report which, after some discussion, was recom​mitted to the same committee.
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Presbytery then proceeded to select a place for its next stated meeting. Hattiesburg and Lebanon were nominated. The vote was taken, and resulted in the selection of Hatties​burg. On motion of Jos. Bardwell the Stated Clerk was authorized to change the place of meeting to Lebanon Church, provided it should be found impracticable for Presbytery to meet at Hattiesburg.

Presbytery then proceeded to elect commissioners to the next Gen. Assembly. Rev G. T. Storey was elected principal and Rev A. H. Barkley alternate ministerial commissioner, and Judge D. N. Martin of Houston principal, and S. R. Boyd Esq., alternate Ruling Elder commissioner.

The Clerk of the Session of the Macon Church was directed to complete the record of said church in accordance with facts, and the Stated Clerk of Presbytery was directed to notify the Clerk of the Session of this action.

The Presbyterial Conference was set for 3 o’clock Saturday afternoon. The Presbyterial Sermon was continued till next stated meeting of Presbytery, with the same preacher & alternate.

The records of the following churches were approved: Aberdeen, Houston, Friendship, Okolona, West Point, Columbus, Starkville, Macon, Meridian & Carolina.



Presbytery then adjourned with prayer till 9 o’clock tomorrow morning.








Saturday, 9 o’clock a.m.

Presbytery met & was opened with prayer. Half an hour was spent in devotional exer​cises. The minutes of yesterday were then read and approved.

Dr Bardwell called the attention of Presbytery to certain letters he had received from Bro. James Patrick, a ruling elder in the Enterprise Church giving the information that
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it was desire of himself and wife to convey the title to the Presbyterian Church in Enter​prise which [was] vested in them. Whereupon, it was Resolved that a commission be appointed consisting of J. Bardwell, D.D., and Elders H. M. Street & J. F. Smith, whose duty it shall be to examine the building and take the necessary steps to consum​mate the proposed transfer of title to the Presbytery, if in their judgment the way be clear.

The Houston Church presented a call for the pastoral services of Rev J. N. Carothers, which was referred to a committee, consisting of Revs J. D. West, A. H. Barkley & Elder J. F. Smith.

Permission was given to the Macon Church, at their request, to continue the services of Rev A. H. Barkley as Stated Supply for ½ of his time during the year 1884 at a salary of $300.00.

The Treasurer of Presbytery presented the following report which was approved, viz.: 

The Treasurer would report that he has received the following sums since the last meeting of Presbytery—


Presbyterial Tax

$9.50


Synodical Tax-Houston Ch
  1.50




Friendship
  2.50


Commissioners’ Fund

23.00


Cash on hand per last report
15.50 = $52.00

Per Contra

By amt. paid Treasurer of Synod      $19.50

By amt. paid Commissioners

23.00

By amt. paid Stated Clerk

  9.50 = $52.00








A. H. Barkley, Treasurer.

The records of Buena Vista Church were approved so far as written with the exception that they have not been before Presbytery since 1881.
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The Committee on Ways and Means presented the following report which was adopted, viz.: The committee appointed to provide [ways] & means to meet the contingent ex​pen​ses of Presbytery, after mature consideration of the whole subject, would respectfully sub​mit the following report: That a per captia tax of 10 cents per member be levied on the churches annually, and that same tax shall be paid over to the Treasurer of Presbytery at or before the fall meeting of Presbytery in each year.








Respectfully submitted,







A. H. Barkley, J. W. Moseley, J. M. Ware.

The following paper offered by Rev J. Bardwell was unanimously adopted, viz.: To meet an existing emergency, Resolved—

1st. That Standing Rule No. 8 be suspended, and that ministers supplying vacant churches which have not made application for permission of Presbytery to continue such services, be authorized to continue such ministerial services on such terms as may be agreed upon between them & the said churches until the fall meeting of Presbytery.

2nd. Resolved, That all churches having no pastor, and failing to make written application for supplies by next stated meeting of Presbytery as required [by] Standing Rule No. 8 shall be declared vacant and the Presbytery shall proceed to make such provision for their supply as may seem wise & practicable.

Report of Committee on Narrative

Written narratives were received from ten, and oral statements from seven other of our forty-two churches. These narratives and statements reveal the following facts concerning the state of religion in our bounds:

1. Where there is regular preaching these narratives testify, with very few exceptions, that the attendance on the public worship is better than a year ago.

2. The obligation of the parent to lead his family to a throne of grace daily, is recognized by act in a very small minority of our fathers in the Church.

3. Sabbath observance is as good in our bounds as heretofore. Some of the churches com​plain of social visiting and traveling among professing Christians.

4. Our town churches all report Sunday schools under the care of Session; and a majority of them seem to be increasing in pupils and interests. Some of the country churches re​port good schools during part of the year. One reports large increase in contributions; another great work in memorizing Scripture.

5. Catechetical instruction is [illegible] families and Sunday schools, and is not as general as should be.

6. But two churches report any special outpouring of the Holy Spirit; but several show a very healthy and growing spiritual condition. Some without preaching report a very dis​cour​aging state of things; [one] that it has no member under 45 years of age; however, we are grateful to be able to say, such a state is an exception.
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7. No church makes special complaint of intemperance; worldly amusements are com​plained of in but one or two. Balls and theatres, we are sorry to say, receive some patron​age from the Christians in our bounds.

8. Five of our churches have pastors and twenty-six have regular appointments once and twice a month by stated supplies; thirteen churches are vacant and only enjoy fifth Sab​bath appointments.

9. The churches are generally, fairly liberal in their contributions. One church has been erected and several repaired; two manses nearly paid for, and another in progress. Our ministers are faithful in presenting the causes of the General Assembly, and the response is equal to past efforts.

10. We have no organized colored churches, but several of our white churches have colored members; one Sunday school conducted by a ruling elder, assisted by white teachers. Our outlook is hopeful compared with our condition a year ago.








G. T. S[torey].

Report on Foreign Missions

The Corresponding Member of the Assembly’s Committee on Foreign Missions would re​spectfully report to Presbytery the following receipts and disbursements:

Receipts

April 2nd 1883

From 
Columbus Ch. Sabbath School

$3.60

April 21st


Smyrna Church



  5.00





DeKalb Church



  4.00





Mrs P. C. Hairston (Bethel Ch.)

  5.00

April 29


Ladies Aid Society, Meridian Church
  6.45

May 8



Columbus Church Sab. School

  4.40





Starkville Church



10.00





Miss Mattie Bardwell of Starkville Ch.
  5.00





Ladies Home & For. Miss. of Starkville Ch.  10.00

May 28


Bethel Church




  3.00

May 29


Pisgah Church




  4.30

June 7



Mrs J. W. Kimbrough of Wahalak Ch.
  2.00





Columbus Ch. Sab. School


  3.55










  
  4.60

Sept 17


Good Hope Church



  2.20

Oct 10



Lawrence Church



  7.50

Oct 12



Friendship Church



  5.00





Buena Vista Church



  4.00





Houston Church



  3.00

Dec 4



Thos. H. Cox, Starkville


  2.00

Dec 10



Columbus Ch. Sab. School


  3.65

Dec 31









  2.05





Ladies Home & For. Miss. Soc., Starkville
10.00

Jan. 7th, 1884


Garlandsville Church



12.55

Jan. 16



Pendleton Church



  1.50





Montrose Church



  7.95

Jan. 22



Columbus Ch. Sab. School


  1.30

Jan. 27



Miss Mary Bardwell, Starkville

    .50









        $134.10
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Brought Forward


        $134.10

Jan. 30



Miss Lula Boggs, Garlandsville

  5.00

March 5th 


Columbus Ch. Sab. School


  3.25

March 24


Ladies H. & F. M. Society, Starkville

  8.00



Whole amt. received to April 1st 1884
        $150.35




Received April 4th 1884 from Hamilton Church
$1.00

Disbursed as Follows

May 14th 1883

Forwarded to L. C. Inglis, Baltimore, Md.
          $53.45

July 7th









10.85

Sept 19th








  8.80

Dec 3









19.50

Dec 31









17.55




For P. O. Money Order



    .15

Jan 8, 1884

Forwarded to L. C. Inglis, Baltimore, Md.

12.45




For P. O. Money Order



    .10

Jan. 22


Forwarded to L. C. Inglis, Baltimore, Md.

10.75

March 14








  8.75

March 24













  8.00










        $150.35

Whole amt. forwarded to April 1 [illegible amount].








G. T. Storey, Cor. Mem. &c.

The foregoing report was approved.

Report on Publication.

Receipts and Disbursements from April 21 ’83 to April 1/’84.

April 21st 1883
From 
Friendship Church



$2.00





Buena Vista Church



  2.00

March 3rd 1884

Starkville Church



  7.00

March 9th


West Point Church



  1.00





West Point Ch. S. School


  1.00









          $13.00

Disbursed as Follows

May 14th 1883

For. to Rev Jas K. Hazen, D.D., Assembly Sec.
$4.00

May 9th








  7.00

April 1st 1884

Cash in hand





  2.00









          $13.00

April 4/’84

Received from Buena Vista Ch.


$1.70






Houston Church


  1.30






Hamilton Ch.



  1.00










$4.00








G. T. Storey, Cor. Mem. Publication

Report was approved by Presbytery.
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The Moderator appointed the following auditing committee to whom the reports of the Standing Committees on Church Beneficence were referred, viz.: Elders J. F. Smith and J. D. Hutchinson.

Report of Committee on Home Missions. Approved. The Committee on Home Missions would report that the receipts for this cause from April 1st 1883 to April 1st 1884 amounted to $127.40. 

Amount as per last report

$101.99

Error in last report


      2.50
= $104.49

Receipts past six months:

Sustentation

From
Macon Church


$3.35


West Point Church

  2.25


Starkville Church

  8.75


Friendship Church 

  1.65


Houston Church

  2.35


Hamilton Church 

  3.00


Crawford Church

  2.00




          $23.35

Receipts from Central Committee to supplement salaries

To Rev J. W. Moseley

          $75.00

To Rev B. F. Peters


75.00

To Rev A. H. Mecklin


50.00

To Rev M. J. McLean


37.50

To Rev A. H. Barkley


50.00




        $287.50
Total



                                  $415.34

Invalid Fund

Appropriated to Mrs Mary E. Emerson
$50.00

Appropriated to Mrs Mary Peden

  50.00

Appropriated to Mrs Eliza Bradshaw

  50.00
Sum Total



          $565.34

With the exception of the Knox Church, whose application was filed too late, applica​tions have been duly honored
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by the Central Committee, and the full amounts asked for appropriated. The Central Com​​mittee felt unable to do anything in the way of aiding the Toomsuba and Bowie Churches in the erection of the church edifices.








Respectfully submitted,








A. H. Barkley, Chairman.

The Committee on the Assembly’s overture touching the powers of the Foreign Evan​gelist presented two reports—one by Rev J. Bardwell, chairman of the committee, and the other by Rev J. W. Moseley—the only two members of the committee present. Both reports were read, and, on motion of Rev J. D. West, that offered by Rev J. Bardwell was adopted, and is as follows:

The undersigned member of the committee to whom the overture of the Gen Assembly touching the proposed amendment to Chapter IV, Sec. 11, Par. VI, of [the] Form of Government, was referred, would respectfully report, recommending that this Presbytery do not concur in the proposed amendment for the following reasons:

(1) Because of the want of [illegible word] and accuracy in the language of the Assem​bly’s overture descriptive of the clause to be amended.

(2) Because in seeking to enlarge the powers of the Evangelist in the foreign field the lang​uage of the proposed amendment would constructively invest the Home Evangelist with the power to ordain pastors.

(3) Because the phraseology of the overture is liable to the construction that the power of the Evangelist in foreign fields to ordain other evangelists is an inherent and not a dele​gated power.

To remove these difficulties, and to guard against abuse by the enlargement of the power sought to be conferred on the foreign evangelist, without affecting that of the home evan​gelist, it is recommended that Presbytery respectfully overture the Gen. Assembly to send down to the Presbyteries for their adoption the following
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amendment to [the] Book of Church Order, Form of Government, Chapter IV, Sec. 11, Par. VI, by adding these words” “and also, with a view to the extension of the Church, the power, in foreign fields, to ordain pastors and other evangelists.”








Respectfully submitted,








Joseph Bardwell

Rev J. W. Moseley presented the following Protest which was admitted to the record, viz.: “I have the honor to beg of Presbytery permission to protest against the passage of the resolution on the overture sent down from the Gen. Assembly for the following reasons—(1) A typographical error is not sufficient to refuse to concur in a recom​mendation of the General Assembly.

(2) The language of the Gen. Assembly is not such as in its indefiniteness to endeavor a misinterpretation of the law and grant to the home evangelist unusual or dangerous powers.

(3) An overture from the Presbytery will virtually defeat the action of the Presbytery in se​curing the engraftment of the prerogative of the foreign evangelist in our Book of Church Order.








J. W. Moseley

Rev J. Bardwell and Elder J. D. Hutchinson were appointed a committee to arrange & report supplies to the vacant churches.

Revs G. T. Storey & M. J. McLean with Elder S. R. Boyd were appointed a commission to organize a church at or near Weir’s Mill in Choctaw County, if the way be clear.

The following resolution, presented by Rev G. T. Storey, was unanimously adopted:

Resolved, That it be a standing rule of Presbytery, that each Session shall report in its nar​rative to the Presbytery in the fall, whether it has read the minutes of the superior courts.

The committee to whom the call from the Houston Church was referred, report the same in
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order and the call was placed in the hands of Rev J. N. Carothers.







Presbytery took recess till 3 o’clock p.m.

Presbytery met & resumed business. Lebanon Church asked & obtained permission to employ Rev A. H. Mecklin of Central Miss. Presbytery one-half of his time for the next six months at a salary of $225.00.

The following Standing Committee on Evangelistic Work was appointed. Revs J. D. West, J. Bardwell & A. B. Coit, with Elders S. L. Wilson, R. C. Patty & J. F. Mc​Cor​mick, and to this committee the communication from the chairman of Synod’s Com​mit​tee read on Thursday was referred.

The order of the day, the Presbyterial Conference, was taken up, and in the absence of both the essayist & his alternate, the roll of Presbytery was called and the members re​sponded with unusual interest. After a very animated discussion the conference closed, and the same subject was continued to the next stated meeting, and S. R. Boyd appointed essayist and S. L. Wilson alternate. Subject for Conference: Pulpit Mannerisms.

The records of Lebanon Church were approved, with the exception that on page 41, the minutes are not dated, and the record book has not been before Presbytery for two years. 

The auditing committee reported that they had examined the financial exhibits of the Corresponding Members of Assembly’s Committees on Home Missions, Foreign Mis​sions and Publication, comparing the same with their vouchers, and find them to be cor​rect. Report was approved.

The following report of the Committee on Supplies was adopted:

Supplies ordered to vacant churches for the fifth Sabbath in June—

Centre Point—Rev. R. B. McAlpine.

Enterprise—Rev. A. H. Barkley.

Philadelphus—Rev. B. F. Peters.

Unity—Rev. J. Bardwell.

Heidelberg—Rev. H. C. Smith.

Pleasant Springs—Rev. M. J. McLean.

Perkinsville—Rev. J. S. Mills, by request.

For the fifth Sabbath of August—

Centre Point—Rev. G. T. Storey.

Enterprise—Rev. J. Bardwell.

Hamilton—Rev. R. B. McAlpine.

Philadelphus—Rev. J. W. Moseley.

Shuqualak—Rev. A. H. Barkley.

Enon—Rev. H. C. Smith.

Salem or Vernal—Rev. A. B. Coit.
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Rev. J. Bardwell offered the following resolution which was unanimously adopted. Re​solved, That the Rev J. S. Mills, a minister of the Associate Reformed Church, be cor​dially invited to give such services to our vacant churches as may not conflict with his duties to his own church, and as may be agreeable to him and them.

Rev J. W. Moseley offered the following paper which was adopted—Resolved, That Presbytery, at each spring meeting appoint an hour for the consideration of the following subjects (1) Foreign Missions; (2) Home Missions; (3) The Sabbath; (4) How may a greater efficiency [be] imparted to the ministry, and the spiritual life of the Church be pro​moted?

The Rev J. N. Carothers signified his acceptance of the call from the Houston Church; and the following commission was appointed to install him [as] pastor of the said church on the 3rd Sabbath in June, viz.: Rev A. H. Barkley to preside, preach the sermon, & pro​pound the constitutional questions; Rev J. D. West, deliver the charge to the Pastor, and Rev G. T. Storey, the charge to the people.

Buena Vista Church obtained permission to employ Rev J. N. Carothers for ¼ of his time for next 12 months. 





Presbytery took recess till after public worship tonight.

After public worship, Presbytery resumed business. The following vote of thanks was adopted: Resolved, That the thanks of this Presbytery be tendered to the citizens of West Point for their kind hospitality to the members of Presbytery during the sessions of this body.

Pending a motion to adjourn the minutes of today’s session were read and approved. Presbytery then adjourned with singing, prayer & the apostolic benediction, to meet again at Hattiesburg on Thursday before the
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first full moon in October next, at 11 o’clock a.m.








B. F. Peters, Moderator.








R. C. Patty, Tem. Clerk.

Attest:

Joseph Bardwell, Stated Clerk.

Pro re nata Meeting








West Point, Miss., Sept 16th 1884

Pursuant to a call issued by the Moderator as provided for by Form of Government, Chap​ter V, Sec. VIII, Presbytery met in the Presbyterian Church in West Point, Sept. 16th 1884, at 2:30 p.m. for the purpose of examining Mr Frank Dowd, a member of the Pres​byterian Church in Aberdeen, on experimental religion and his views & motives for seek​ing the gospel ministry, and to receive him under the care of Presbytery as a can​di​date for the ministry if the way be clear. Presbytery was opened with prayer.

Ministers present: Rev J. N. Carothers, R. B. McAlpine, G. T. Storey & J. D. West.

Ruling Elders present: Dr J. D. Hutchinson from Hamilton Church and L. T. Carlisle from West Point Church.

In the absence of the Moderator (Rev. B. F. Peters) the next preceding moderator, Rev R. B. McAlpine, was called to the Moderator’s chair, and Rev J. D. West was elected Temporary Clerk.

On motion, Presbytery proceeded to the examination of Mr Frank Dowd on experimental religion and his motives for seeking the gospel ministry. After a thorough & satisfactory examination conducted by Rev J. N. Carothers & others, the candidate was taken under the care of Presbytery; and the chairman of the Committee on Education was directed to make application to the Central Committee for aid to the full amount allowed to college students in behalf of Mr Dowd. The minutes were read & approved. Presbytery then ad​journed with prayer to meet in Hattiesburg, Oct 2nd 1884 at 11 a.m.








R. B. McAlpine, Moderator.








J. D. West, Clerk pro tem.

Attest:

Joseph Bardwell, S. C. 
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Hattiesburg, Miss., October 2nd 1884








Thursday, 11 o’clock a.m.

Presbytery met and was opened by a sermon by Rev B. F. Peters, Moderator, from Ro​mans 3:31. After sermon Presbytery was constituted with prayer, the roll was called and the following members were found to be present:

Ministers present: B. F. Peters, J. D. West, M. J. McLean, G. T. Story, and Ruling Elder V. H. Anderson from Bowie Church.







Recess was then taken till 3 o’clock p.m.








3 o’clock p.m.

Presbytery met, and the following additional members were present:

Ministers: J. Bardwell, A. H. Barkley, A. B. Coit, R. B. McAlpine & H. C. Smith.

Ruling Elders:

R. F. Houston


from


Meridian Church.

R. C. Patty 





Macon Church.

J. C. McLaurin




Pisgah Church.

Benjamin McLeod




Salem Church.

Peter A. McLeod




Vernal Church

M. F. Smith





Good Hope Church.

Ministers absent: J. N. Carothers, J W. Moseley, and O. H. P. Smyth.

Revs B. S. Rayner and W. W. Hopper of the M. Episcopal Church South being present were invited to sit as visiting brethren, and were introduced by the Moderator and the right hand of Christian fellowship extended to them.

Rev M. J. McLean was elected Moderator, and R. C. Patty, Ruling Elder from Macon, Temporary Clerk.

The minutes of the last stated & the pro re nata meeting of Presbytery and also the Stand​ing Rules were read.

The reading of narratives on the state of religion from the churches was made the first or​der of the day for tomorrow morning.

The semi-annual Report on Home Missions
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was read and made the second special order of the day for Friday. It was ordered that Fri​day might be appropriated to a consideration by Presbytery of the benevolent opera​tions of the Church, and that the respective Corresponding Members of the several de​part​ments of beneficence designate one or more members to present these causes to the audi​ence.

Rev H. C. Smith offered the following resolution which was adopted: That the sessions of Presbytery shall be from 8:30 to 12 noon, and from 2 to 5 p.m.

The Moderator announced the following committees:

On Bills & Overtures—Revs B. F. Peters & J. D. West & Elders R. F. Houston and C. C. McLaurin.

Judicial Committee—Revs R. B. McAlpine & A. B. Coit & Elder B. McLeod.

Narrative: Revs J. D. West & H. C. Smith & Elder M. F. Smith.

Minutes of General Assembly: G. T. Storey & J. Bardwell & V. H. Anderson.

Leave of Absence—H. C. Smith, A. B. Coit & V. H. Anderson.

Devotional Exercises—H. C. Smith and V. H. Anderson.

Presbytery then adjourned till 8:30 tomorrow morning.










Closed with prayer.








Friday, 8:30 a.m.

Presbytery met and was opened with prayer. After half an hour spent in devotional exer​cises, business was resumed. The minutes of yesterday were read and approved.

Rev J. Bardwell introduced & read the following paper which was received, and on mo​tion of the author its consideration was deferred till the spring meeting of Presbytery. His motion to defer the matter till the spring meeting recited the fact that “in view of the im​portance of the subject presented and to give ample time & opportunity to all to inves​ti​gate it satisfactorily to themselves,” the author moves to defer &c.

The Paper presented:  A brief statement of the facts connected with the establishment of the “Perkins Professorship” in the Theological Seminary in Columbia, S. C., will suffice to show why this Presbytery particularly should feel a profound interest in the contro​versy recently provoked by the publication of the views of the gifted Professor, who occupies that chair, on the subject of Evolution.
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The conception of such a chair in connection with one or more of our Theological Semi​naries, originated with the Rev. R. S. Gladney, of Aberdeen, Miss., then, and till the time of his death, a member of this Presbytery. His views on this subject were communicated to his friend and co-presbyter, the Rev. James Lyon, D.D., of Columbus, Miss., who heartily endorsed them. In October 1857, the subject was brought before Presbytery by the following resolutions introduced by Rev. R. S. Gladney and seconded by Rev. Dr. Lyon, and by Presbytery unanimously adopted:

  “Whereas, We live in an age in which the most insidious attacks are made upon re​vealed religion through the natural sciences; and as it behooves the Church, at all times, to have men capable of defending the faith once delivered to the saints; therefore,

  “Resolved, That this Presbytery recommend the endowment of a Professorship of the natural sciences as connected with revealed religion, in one or more of our theological seminaries, and would cheerfully recommend our churches to contribute their full proportion of funds for said endowment.

  “Resolved, That the same be brought before our Synod (of Mississippi) at its next meet​ing for consideration.” (See Minutes of Presbytery, Vol. VI, p. 59.)

Synod subsequently commended the subject to the consideration of the General Assem​bly.

In the meantime, the venerable Judge John Perkins, residing at “The Oaks,” near Colum​bus, Miss., had formed the purpose of making a liberal donation to the cause of Theolog​ical Education. His first thought was to make Danville Seminary the recipient of his ben​e​faction. But through the influence of his fast friend and spiritual adviser, Dr. Lyon, he was induced to donate to Columbia Seminary the sum of fifty thousand dollars—thirty thou​s​and of which should be appropriated to the establishment of a “Professorship of Natural Science as Connected with Revealed Religion.” And thus, through the munifi​cence of Judge Perkins, the means were provided for the endowment of this Professor​ship, just where the original movers and the Presbytery wanted it.

In accepting this proffered endowment the Synods of South Carolina, Georgia and Ala​bama resolved to establish in the Seminary “a chair to be entitled the Perkins Profes​sorship of Natural Science in Connexion with Revelation; the design of which shall be to evince the harmony of science with the records of our faith, and to refute the objections of infidel naturalists.” (Italics ours.)

Such, in brief, is the origin of the [“] Perkins Professorship.” Not only was the inception due to the personal advocacy and agency of two honored members of this Presbytery, but the Presbytery by a unanimous vote (including the writer), commended the subject by overture, to Synod, and the Synod referred it to the General Assembly.

In view of the foregoing facts, it would be surpassing strange were this Presbytery to feel only a casual interest in the controversy which is now agitating the Church in reference to the doctrines announced in the late address of the Perkins Professor. The memory of its beloved dead and its own historical connection with the establishment of the professional [sic] chair, would seem to render it eminently fit and proper that its voice should be heard in reference to the subject of agitation. The recent action of the Board of Directors by a vote of 8 to 3, commending the Professor’s view of “the relations existing between the teach​ings of Scripture and the teachings of natural science,” and declaring that, in the judg​ment of the Board, there is “no​thing in the doctrine of Evolution, as defined and lim​ited by him, which appears incon​sistent with perfect soundness of the faith,” is well cal​cu​la​ted to awaken painful appre​hen​sion, as it involves a virtual endorsement by the Board of teachings from that chair that were never contemplated, either by the original movers, or by the benefactor, who founded, by his liberality, this most important professorship.

Dealing simply with the doctrines of the address (and not with the author, for whom we cherish an abiding confidence and Christian affection), this Presbytery feels constrained to express its hearty sympathy with the minority of the Board who entered their protest against the action of the Board in refusing to enjoin on Prof. Woodrow not to teach his views on Evolution. We concur fully in the reasons assigned in justification of the protest, viz.: 

  “1. Evolution is an unproved hypothesis, and the Seminary is not the place for such teachings.

  “2. Belief in Evolution changes the interpretation of many passages of Scripture from that now received by the Church.

  “3. The view that the body of Adam was evolved from lower animals, and not formed by a supernatural act of God is dangerous and hurtful.

  “4. The theory that Adam’s body was formed by the natural law of Evolution, while Eve was created by a supernatural act of God, is contrary to our Confession of Faith as that Confession of Faith has been and is interpreted by our Church.

  “5. The advocacy of views which have received neither the endorsement of the Board nor that of the Synods having control of the Seminary, which have not been established by science; which have no authority from the word of God; which tend to unsettle the received interpretation of many passages of Scripture, and to destroy the confidence of the Church in her doctrinal standards; which have already produced so much evil, and which will injure the seminary, and may rend our Church, ought not to be allowed.”

To these we may add the following objections to the doctrines of the Address:

1. In the judgment of this Presbytery, “the relations existing between the teachings of Scrip​ture and the teachings of Natural Science” are not accurately and satisfactory ex​pressed by the term, “non-contradiction.” In many things there is “harmony,” subordi​na​tion, illustration, and confirmation. The divorcement announced in the Address, will  hardly justify the exceptions to the law of Evolution which the author feels constrained to make in deference to Scripture authority.

2. Upon this assumed theory of entire divorce between Science and Religion, the in​evi​table tendency of Evolution, in all its forms, is to reject the supernatural.

3. We regard the doctrine of the Address touching Evolution as irreconcilable with the inspired record of man’s origin, history, and progress.

4. We cannot accept the proposition that Evolution, in any of its forms is “theologically colorless;” (1) for man, created in God’s image and after His likeness, it substitutes either a beast or a nondescript; (2) [the text is obscured for several lines…]

Entertaining these views, the Presbytery cannot but regard with pain and alarm the incul​cation of the doctrine of Evolution in any of its forms in our schools of theological learn​ing; and while entertaining the most profound respect for the ability, learning, and zeal, and unshaken confidence in the piety and soundness in the faith of the Perkins Pro​fessor, we still cannot accord our confidence to the wisdom or harmlessness of his teaching on this subject. Should the recent action of the Board touching this matter become the settled policy of this department of the instruction of the Seminary, this Presbytery will feel it​self shut up to the painful necessity of withholding its further patronage from the Insti​tu​tion.
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Rev J. Bardwell tendered to Presbytery his resignation of the pastorate of the Meridian Church and asked that the pastoral relation existing between himself & the Meridian Church be dissolved, whereupon Elder R. F. Houston, delegate & commissioner from the church was heard. He represented that at a congregational meeting, held on Wednesday night preceding, a vote was taken on the motion to concur with the pastor the request to Presbytery to dissolve the pastoral relation, and that this motion to concur was sustained by a vote of seven and of these seven four so voted because they were led to fear division in the church and to prevent that consented to vote to concur. At the same time he stated that fully nine-tenths of the membership of the church were opposed to the severance of the pastoral relation, but many of them had failed to attend the congregational meeting, & of the few present only six voted against the motion to concur. Hence by a majority vote of one he was instructed to represent the congregation as concurring in the request to dissolve the relation. In order to bring the matter before Presbytery Rev A. H. Barkley moved that the joint request be granted, but subsequently stated that by so doing he did not commit himself to vote for it. Pending the discussion which evinced a decided re​luc​tance on the part of Presbytery to grant the request, Rev G. T. Storey moved to table the motion for the present to give time for deliberation, which was seconded by Rev A. H. Barkley & unanimously adopted.

Rev A. B. Coit presented an overture from Pisgah Church asking that Alfred Cooper (a colored man) be licensed to preach to the people of his color, which was referred to the Committee on Bills and Overtures.

Pisgah Church asked & obtained permission to employ Rev A. B. Coit one-fourth of his time for six months at a salary of $135.00.

The commission appointed to install Rev J. N. Carothers, see p. 252—reported that the order of Presbytery had been duly executed.
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The commission appointed at the last stated meeting of Presbytery to organize a church at Weir’s Mill in Choctaw County, submitted the following report which was approved: 








Weir’s Mill, Choctaw County, Miss., 








July 26, 1884, Saturday, 11 a.m.

After sermon by the chairman, Rev G. T. Story, the commission was called to order and constituted with prayer. Present: Revs G. T. Storey & M. J. McLean. Absent: Ruling Elder S. R. Boyd. As directed by Presbytery the commission invited Rev A. H. Mecklin of Central Miss. Presbytery to sit and deliberate with them. The names of those desiring to enter the organization were then taken. The following persons presented letters of dis​mission from other churches, viz.:  From French Camp Presbyterian Church—Mr James Hemphill, Mrs J. C. Hemphill, Miss B. Hemphill. From Lebanon Church—Mr Edward S. Drane & Mrs L. A. Drane. From Bethsalem Church—Mr John Pickle, Mrs. Pickle, Miss Pickle, Miss Nancy McKinly, Mr J. Dorsey Perkins, Mrs P. V. Perkins, Mr John Kerr (R. E.) Mrs M. E. Kerr, Miss R. J. Kerr, Miss H. A. Kerr, Mr Thomas Kerr. The foregoing named persons were then regularly, according to form in Book of Church Order, organ​ized into a church, to be known as Weir Presbyterian Church. After organization the fol​lowing persons were received by the commission upon profession of their faith. Mr D. A. Huffman, Mrs J. K. Huffman, Miss Kate Huffman & Mrs H. Black.* 

The following persons were then nominated & unanimously elected Ruling Elders, viz.: John Kerr, Thomas Kerr and J. Dorsey Perkins. The time for their ordination & instal​la​tion was set for next day (Sabbath), immediately after sermon at 11 a.m. The commission then adjourned to meet after 11 o’clock sermon, Sabbath morning. Closed with prayer.

After sermon Sabbath morning July 27th the commission met & was constituted with prayer. Present as on yesterday. The commission then proceeded to ordain to the office of Ruling Elder, according to the form laid down in [the] Book of Church Order, Messrs J. Dorsey Perkins and Thomas Kerr and to install them & Mr John Kerr Ruling Elders in the Weir Presbyterian Church. The organization then being complete
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and the work of the commission done, on motion it adjourned sine die. Closed with prayer.








G. T. Storey, Chairman.








M. J. McLean, Clerk.

(* Note of correction by Stated Clerk. Under the head of members received from Leba​non Church, there should have been recorded the names of Mr D. A. Huffman, Mrs J. K. Huffman & Mrs H. Black, and only Miss Kate Huffman as received upon profession of faith.)

The action of the Presbytery at its last meeting touching churches having supplies without authority of Presbytery (Min., p. 245), was called up, and on motion of Rev B. F. Peters, this subject was made the fourth order of business for tomorrow.






          Presbytery then took recess till 2 o’clock p.m.








Afternoon, 2 o’clock.

Presbytery met and resumed business. The following churches presented written nar​ra​tives on the state of religion which were read and referred to the committee on the nar​ra​tive, viz.: Columbus, Macon, Lauderdale, DeKalb, Starkville, Aberdeen, Bethel, Leb​a​non, Pisgah, Good Hope, and Bowie. On motion, oral reports were then made from Louisville, Bethsalem, Mt Zion, Smyrna, Centre Point, Toomsuba, Enon, Vernal & Mer​id​ian.

The subject of the dissolution of the pastoral relation between rev Dr Bardwell and the Meridian Church was then taken from the table, when Dr Bardwell rose & stated that the path of duty was perfectly pain to his own mind, and that he must insist on the immediate dissolution of the pastoral relation, whereupon the motion to grant the request prevailed, & the pastoral relation between Dr Bardwell and the Meridian Ch. was dissolved.

The report presented yesterday by the Cor. Member of the Assembly’s Committee on Home Missions was taken from the docket, considered, amended and approved, and is as follows: Report of Committee on Home Missions:

The Corresponding Member of the Assembly’s Committee in presenting this semi-annual report, would state that the
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sum total received into the Treasury for the past six months was $70.40.

Sustentation

Lauderdale $2.30. Ladies Missionary Society of Macon $20.00. Mt Zion $1.00, & Bethsalem $1.00. Total $24.30.

Invalid Fund

Macon $3.30. Starkville $5.00. Pisgah $2.00. West Point $3.35. Mt Zion $1.00 & Beth​salem $1.00. Total $15.65.

Evangelistic Fund

Macon $3.00. “Willing Hands” of Macon $10.00. West Point $2.75. Starkville $9.40. Mt Zion $1.00. Bethsalem $1.00. Pisgah $2.30 & Crawford $1.00. Total $30.45. 

Sum total of all $70.30.

The Assembly’s Committee, in making up its estimate for the next year asks this Presby​tery $250.00 for Evangelistic Work, and $350.00 for Sustentation. The time has now come when we must gird ourselves for the work, and quit ourselves like men. That there have been, and still are, defects in our methods of raising funds to carry on the work of the Church, no one can doubt, and the fittest time to apply the remedy, by way of correc​tion, is now. Nothing can be accomplished that will be of permanent benefit without a systematic plan, and, when adopted, it must be closely adhered to. Our churches need to be educated on this point, and to make the instruction both profitable & fruitful, it should be done systematically, To require a minister to do full work without support is to de​mand brick without straw. And here we meet the true idea of Sustentation. A church or group of churches must do all they can to support the minister that supplies them, and the Assembly’s Committee only purposes to supplement, where the salary so raised is insuf​fi​cient.
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That our ministers may be free to prosecute the work to which they have consecrated themselves, they must be supported; and the way to do this is by a fixed plan adhered to. By way of meeting the exigencies of the case and providing more effectively for the wants of the field before us, we submit the following plan for your consideration and adoption. It is the result of mature deliberation on the part of our efficient Secretary, and gives us something that is both practical and effective in its character. This plan is developed in the following resolutions:

1st. Resolved, That this Presbytery hereby recommends to the Sessions and Deacons of our churches, who shall act in concert, the adoption of a fixed plan, by which each & every member of the church & congregation shall have the opportunity of contributing system​atically what he or she can give to the Pastor’s salary.

2nd. Resolved, That the Deacons shall report to the Session how far this plan has been carried into effect and what has been accomplished thereby.

3rd. Resolved, That in view of the necessities of our Home Work, this Presbytery will en​deavor to raise by a systematic plan the sum of $250.00 during the fall for Evangeli​zation and $350.00 for Sustentation in January next.

4th. Resolved, That in order to meet these several amounts the membership of our churches be urged to contribute not less than fifteen cents each for Evangelistic work and twenty-five cents for Sustentation, and that the chairman of the Committee of Home Missions be directed to communicate with the Pastors & Supplies, Elders & Deacons of the several churches in the bounds of this Presbytery, and remind them of their duty of informing their people & have them contribute the amounts asked from them.

5th. Resolved, That the Pastors & Supplies together with the officers of such churches, and the Elders & Deacons of those which are vacant, be urged to adopt a fixed plan by which to reach each & every member of the church, and
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give them an opportunity of contributing to all the benevolent operations of the Church according to their ability &

6th. Resolved, That it shall be the custom of the Presbytery hereafter to carry on its work in this way from year to year.








Respectfully submitted,






         A. H. Barkley, Chairman, Home Missions.

The following subjects were assigned Mr E. B. Witherspoon, a candidate under care of this Presbytery for his trial exercises:

For Latin thesis—Divinis rebus humana virtus quid prodest.

Critical & Exegetical Exercise—Hebrews VI:1-6.

Popular Lecture—Hebrews IV:1-2.

Popular Sermon—John XVI:14.






Presbytery then took recess till 7:30 to-night.








7:30 p.m.

Presbytery met, and took up the special order, viz.: The consideration of the Benevolent operation of the Church. The report on Publication was made by the corresponding member, Rev G. T. Storey, accompanied with interesting statements as to the operations of that work, after which he tendered his resignation as corresponding member & asked that another be appointed in his stead. The report, which was verbal, was approved.

Rev G. T. Storey’s resignation [was] accepted, and Rev R. B. McAlpine appointed cor​res​​ponding member of the Assembly’s Exec. Committee on Publication instead.

The Cor. Mem. of the Assembly’s Ex. Committee on Education made a verbal statement in behalf of that cause and was followed by Rev G. T. Story & A. H. Barkley. Pending these discussions which extended to a late hour, a motion was made to adjourn. By re​quest of the Treasurer of Presbytery this motion was withdrawn to allow him to make his report which was presented & approved, and is as follows:
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Treasurer’s Report

The Treasurer in submitting his report would beg leave to state that he has received as per capita tax the sum of $53.95.

Per contra

Amount paid Stated Clerk on salary due to date
$50.30.

Balance on hand




    3.65

Oct. 3rd 1884



(signed)
A. H. Barkley, Treasurer.

The motion to adjourn was then renewed, and Presbytery adjourned with prayer to meet at 8:30 a.m. tomorrow.








8:30 a.m.

Presbytery met & was opened with prayer. Half an hour was spent in devotional exer​cises. In the absence of the Temporary Clerk the reading of yesterday’s minutes was post​poned, and the Stated Clerk requested to act for the Temporary Clerk while absent.

Bethel Ch. asked & obtained permission for a continuance of the services of Rev G. T. Storey in accordance with existing relations.

Permission was granted to Rev A. H. Mecklin to labor within our bounds for the next six months; and Weir Church asked & obtained leave to employ him for ¼ of his time during the aforesaid period.

The Session of Bowie Church presented the following paper which was received and referred to a special committee, consisting of Revs A. B. Coit, G. T. Story, & Elder R. F. Houston to report on at this meeting, viz.: “The Session of Bowie Church would respect​fully represent to Presbytery: 1st. That Vernal, Salem, Knox, & Bowie Churches are now vacant. 2nd. That the Session would, for the general good, petition Presbytery to take such action in reference to these churches as may be for the good of all. 







By order of Session, J. C. McCrary, Clk.”

A petition signed by 19 persons, members of the Presbyterian [Church], living in the community of Sandersville was presented to Presbytery, asking to be organized into a Pres​byterian Church, if the way be clear.
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The petition was granted, and a commission consisting of Revs H. C. Smith, A. B. Coit & Elders M. C. Smith and J. F. McCormick was appointed to attend to this matter.

A like petition  was received from sundry Presbyterians living near Heidelberg, with 16 signatures, asking for the organization of a Presbyterian Church at that point if the way be clear. The petition was granted and the same commission directed to act in this case.

Rev B. F. Peters presented a petition for the appointment of a commission to visit Smyrna for the purpose of removing the church to a point 3 or 4 miles east of its present location on the Louisville Road, or to dissolve the present organization and constitute a new church at the place designated, as the interests of the community & the church may seem to require. The request was granted, and Revs B. F. Peters, H. C. Smith & Elder F. F. C. Smith were appointed as the commission.

Revs J. Bardwell, A. B. Coit, & Elder Andrew Hartfield were appointed a commission to visit Shiloh in Perry County & organize a church there, if the way be clear.

Committee on Bills & Overtures reported on the overture from Pisgah Church asking that Presbytery take steps to license Alfred Cooper to preach to his own people (the colored), that said Alfred Cooper being absent Presbytery cannot take any steps toward his licen​sure, but that, if he be present at the next stated meeting of Presbytery, his application will be considered, and his licensure be granted, if the way be clear. The report was unan​i​mously approved.
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Albert McCallum (a colored man) of good repute & a member of a Presbyterian Church organization held as a branch of the Enon Church, having been laboring successfully with the people of his color for a number of years was presented to Presbytery by Rev H. C. Smith as desiring to be licensed by Presbytery to preach to the people of his color, where​upon Revs R. B. McAlpine, H. C. Smith & Elder M. F. Smith were appointed a commit​tee to examine the applicant & report thereon to this meeting.

The following resolution was unanimously adopted: Resolved, That when Presbytery adjourns it shall adjourn to meet at Crystal Springs during the sessions of Synod, at the call of the Moderator, or, in the case of his absence, of the Stated Clerk.

On motion by J. Bardwell, the suspension of Standing Rule No 8 was continued till next Spring meeting of Presbytery. See p. 245.

Weir Church in Choctaw County was selected as the place for next stated meeting of Pres​bytery.

The Committee appointed to examine Albert McCallum on experimental religion and his motives for seeking the ministry reported favorably on both points, and recommended that he be received under the care of Presbytery as a candidate for the ministry. On motion Presbytery then proceeded to examine him with a view to licensing him to preach to the people of his color, as an extraordinary case, under the action of the order of the Assembly of 1869.

The Cor. Member of the Assembly’s Committee on Education made the following report which was approved:

Report on Education

1882
Received from former chairman

$14.85


Received from Miss Dora Smith

  54.00


Received from Lady friend


    1.00
         = $69.85
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1882



          Brought Forward

$69.85


Received from Meridian Church



  10.00




Macon Church




    7.50




Bethel Church




    5.00




G. T. Storey




  10.00




Good Hope Church



    7.65

1883


Ladies Aid Soc., Meridian


    2.00




Macon Church




    3.65




Pisgah Church




    1.20




H. C. Smith




      .15




Good Hope Church



    2.50








          $109.50

The above monies have been forwarded to Dr Richardson at Memphis, Tenn.







           H. C. Smith, Chairman of Committee.

After adopting this report, on motion Presbytery took recess till 2 p.m.








2 o’clock p.m.

Presbytery met & resumed business. At this state of the proceedings the minutes of yes​terday and of 16 May so far as written, were approved.

Rev A. B. Coit asked & obtained permission to labor in the vacant churches & elsewhere in Jasper & Newton Counties for the ensuing twelve months.

The Special Committee to whom was referred the petition from Bowie Church presented the following report which was adopted, viz.: 1st. That Rev H. C. Smith preach at Bowie & Shiloh for the present. 2nd. That Dr Bard​well correspond with ministers and endeavor to have the field supplied.

The Committee on the Narrative submitted the following report which was adopted and ordered to be forwarded to Synod:

Narrative

Twenty narratives from the churches have been received—eleven written and nine verbal.
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From these twenty churches the report is as follows. With regard to attendance upon pub​lic worship, two are vacant. Six report very good attendance, four good, four average, one tolerably good, two declining in attendance, and two make no report.

Family religion is reported as well observed by one church, as in good average condition by thirteen, tolerably well observed by two, & not attended [to] by two.

The reports show that the Sabbath school of one church is very much improved, two report gradual progress & growth, four report their schools as good, four have no schools, four have union schools, and five do not report at all.

Four sessions report that the catechism is taught, five that very little is done in that line, three that nothing is done, & eight do not report at all.

Three churches report special outpourings of the Holy Spirit, eleven report no special outpourings, but have nearly all received additions from one to twelve members. Four make no report on the subject.

Thirteen churches are comparatively free from intemperance, worldly amusements, &c. In one these forms of sin prevail to some extent, in four they are on the increase, and two do not report.

It appears from the reports that two churches have preaching every Sabbath, two 3 Sabbaths, one two Sabbaths, nine one Sabbath per month, two are vacant, and four do not report how often.

In the matter of beneficence seven churches contribute a little to all the causes, one lib​er​ally, three contribute in part, five do not contribute at all, & four make no report.

The work for the colored people is as follows: Two churches give the colored people a place in their worship at regular services for the whites, one gives them a class in the Sab. school, one reports services for them by a colored man, nine make no provision, one preaches to them occasionally, & five do not report.

Minutes of superior courts read in one church, not read in eleven, no report by others.








J. D. West, Chairman.
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Rev G. T. Story, a commissioner to the last Gen. Assembly reported his attendance on the sessions of that body, and his diligence was commended. 

The Committee on the Minutes of the Gen. Assembly presented the following report which was unanimously adopted, viz.: Your committee would call attention to the fol​lowing acts of the Vicksburg Assembly—

1st.  To the recommendation on page 210 of Minutes, par. 3.

2nd. To the recommendation on pages 212 & 213 of Minutes, pars 2, 3 & 4.

3rd. To the recommendation on page 229 of Minutes, pars 2, 3 & 4.

4th. To the recommendation on page 234 of Minutes, pars. 2-5.

5th. To the recommendation on pages 240-241 of Minutes, pars 5, 6, 7.

6th. Provision for amending Constitution, p. 248 of Minutes.

7th. Amendment to Confession of Faith, p. 248.

Resolved That Presbytery advises and consents that from Chapter XXIV, Par IV, the pro​posed words be stricken out.

8th.* Amendment to the Constitution p. 249, Minutes, 1884, Resolved, That this Presby​tery advises & consents to the proposed amendment to Chapter V, Sec. 6, Form of Gov​ern​ment.








G. T. Storey, Chairman.

* Note by Stated Clerk. The report of the committee and action of Presbytery on Amend​ment marked 8th was had under a mistake due to a printed card sent S. C. of Presbytery by the S. C. of Gen. Assembly & not corrected till after the meeting of Presbytery.

The following supplies were ordered for the 5th Sabbath in November.

For 
Philadelphus Church—Rev J. W. Moseley.

 
Enterprise

 Rev J. Bardwell, D.D.


Meridian

 Rev B. F. Peters


Sandersville

 Rev H. C. Smith


Heidelberg

 Rev A. B. Coit


Centre Point

 Rev A. H. Barkley


Pleasant Springs
 Rev M. J. McLean


Hamilton

 Rev R. B. McAlpine


Bywy


 Rev G. T. Story

A commission was appointed consisting of the Rev G. T. Story and the Session of the Starkville Church to examine certain colored men, members of that
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Church, for the purposes of 1st. Of receiving them as candidates, and 2nd. Of sending them to the Tuscaloosa Institute, if the way be clear.

Presbytery then resumed the examination of Alfred McCallum (colored) on theology which was sustained as part of his trial for licensure. The Presbytery assigned him John XIV:1 as a text for a sermon and the XXIII Psalm as the basis of a popular lecture to be prepared by the candidate and heard by the commission appointed to organize a church at Shiloh, viz.: J. Bardwell, A. B. Coit and Andrew Hartfield, and the commission was instructed to proceed to license the candidate provided the way be clear at the time.

Rev G. T. Story, Cor. Mem. of Assembly’s Exc. Comm. on Foreign Missions made the following report which was approved:

Report on Foreign Missions

The following sums have been received from churches, Sunday Schools & Ladies For​eign Missionary Societies:

May 9th 1884

From the Starkville Church

          $10.00

May 24


   Garlandsville Church
  
14.65

May 9



   Columbus Ch. S.S.

    
  3.00

May 30


   West Point Church

    
  3.30

June 9th


   Meridian Church

    
  6.30

July 21



   Vernal Church

    
  2.00





   Columbus Church

    
  2.60

Aug 25



   Ladies For. Miss. Soc. in Macon
20.00

Sept 16


   Friendship Church


  5.00





   Houston Church


  2.00





   Buena Vista Church


  2.00 = $70.85

Disbursed as Follows

June 26, 1884

Forwarded to L. C. Inglis, Treasurer
          $37.25

Aug 25


Forwarded to L. C. Inglis, Treasurer

24.60

Sept 22

Forwarded to L. C. Inglis, Treasurer                9.00 = $70.85








Respectfully submitted,

                                          G. T. Storey, Cor. Mem. Assembly’s Ex. Comm. Foreign Miss.
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The Presbyterial Sermon and Conference were omitted and the same subjects, preacher & essayist, continued till the next stated meeting of Presbytery.





      Presbytery took recess till after public worship tonight. 

After public worship Presbytery was called to order, and resumed business. The Montrose Church asked & obtained permission to employ Rev A. B. Coit for a portion of his time for the next twelve months.

A petition was presented signed by 20 persons, who are Presbyterians, residing in the vi​cinity of Bywy School House in Choctaw County, asking to be organized into a Pres​by​terian Church. On motion the consideration of this petition was deferred till the adjourned meeting of Presbytery to be held at Synod.

The Permanent Committee on Evangelistic Work was authorized to employ an Evan​gel​ist, if the way be clear between now & the meeting at Synod. Permission was given to Rev J. Bardwell to do such evangelistic work in this Presbytery as his time and circum​stances may permit.

The following resolution was unanimously adopted: Resolved, That the thanks of this Presbytery are duly and are hereby tendered to the people of Hattiesburg for their kind​ness & hospitality, to the Methodist Church for the use of their house of worship, and to the N. O. & N. E. and the M. & O. Railroads for favors extended to the members of this body, and that this resolution be read from the pulpit tomorrow (Sabbath).

The unapproved minutes of today were then read and approved, and on motion Pres​by​tery  adjourned with singing, prayer & the apostolic benediction to meet at the call of the Moderator, or in his absence, at the call of the Stated Clerk, at Crystal Springs,
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during the sessions of Synod commencing on the 29th of this month.








M. J. McLean, Moderator.








R. C. Patty, Temporary Clerk.

Attest:

Joseph Bardwell, Stated Clerk.

The committee recommends approval of the records. Crystal Springs, Nov. 1, 1884.








W. B. Bingham, Moderator.

Adjourned Meeting








Crystal Springs, Miss., Nov. 1st 1884

In the absence of the Moderator and Stated Clerk, by request, Synod ordered Presbytery, in accordance with its adjournment at its regular fall meeting, to convene at the time & place above indicated. Presbytery was accordingly convened by Rev R. B. McAlpine last Moderator present, and constituted with prayer.

Present: Revs R. B. McAlpine, G. T. Storey, J. D. West, and Elder Thomas Kerr from Weir Church.

Rev R. B. McAlpine was elected Moderator and Rev J. D. West, Temporary Clerk.

A petition was received from a number of Presbyterians living near Bywy, in Choctaw County, asking to be organized into a Presbyterian Church, and the following commis​sion was appointed to be organize said church if the way be clear, viz.: Revs M. J. Mc​Lean, G. T. Storey and Elder Thomas Kerr.

Permission was given to Rev J. Bardwell at his request, to labor without the bounds of Presbytery till the next spring meeting.

The Committee on Evangelism, not having any encouragement to employ an Evangelist, it was resolved to postpone the whole matter till the spring meeting of Presbytery.

The minutes were read and approved, & on motion Presbytery adjourned to meet at Weir Church on Thursday before the first full moon in April 1885 at 11:00 a.m. Closed with prayer.








R. B. McAlpine, Moderator.








J. D. West, Clk. pro tem.

Attest:

Joseph Bardwell, Stated Clerk.
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Weir, Miss.,








Thursday, April 23rd 1885, 11 a.m.

Tombeckbee Presbytery met in the Weir Presbyterian Church, 11 a.m. Thursday, April 23rd 1885, and was opened with a sermon by the Moderator Rev. M. J. McLean from Acts 20:20-22. Subject: “The Gospel of Grace Worth Dying For.” After sermon Presby​tery was constituted with prayer. The roll was called and the following ministers & elders were found to be present:

Ministers:  
Rev. J. N. Carothers


      
Rev. J. Bardwell, D.D.


      
Rev. R. B. McAlpine


      
Rev. James D. West


      
Rev. M. J. McLean.


      
Rev. G. T. Storey

  
      
Rev. A. B. Coit

Ruling Elders:
W. A. McMillan

Aberdeen Church



Cecil Bardwell

Starkville Church



L. T. Carlisle


West Point Church



G. W. Parchman

Okolona Church



Allen White


Houston Church



J. Dorsey Perkins

Weir Church



T. J. Boone


Lebanon Church



J. W. C. Peden


Friendship Church

Rev. J. N. Carothers was elected Moderator and Judge Allen White Temporary Clerk.

Presbytery then took recess until 2:30 p.m.









Thursday, 2:30.

Presbytery resumed business. Minutes of the last regular meeting and of the adjourned meet​ing in Crystal Springs & also the Standing Rules of Presbytery were read by the Stated Clerk.
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On motion the daily sessions were fixed at 8 to 11 a.m. and from 2:30 to 5:30 p.m. On motion reading of the narratives from the churches was made the first order of the day for tomorrow. The Moderator announced the following Standing Committees:

Committee on Bills & Overtures

Rev. M. J. McLean, Rev. J. D. West and Elder J. D. Perkins.

Devotional Exercises

Rev G. T. Storey & Ruling Elder J. D. Perkins.

Committee on Narrative

Rev. R. B. McAlpine with Elder W. A. McMillan.

On Leave of Absence

Rev. M. J. McLean with Ruling Elder T. J. Boone.

On Sabbath Schools

Rev. A. B. Coit & Ruling Elder L. T. Carlisle.

On Statistical Report

Rev. J. Bardwell & Ruling Elder J. D. Perkins.

On Minutes of Synod

Rev. G. T. Storey & Ruling Elder J. W. C. Peden.

Auditing Committee

Ruling Elders R. F. Houston & J. D. Perkins.

On Sessional Records, viz.:

On Houston & Friendship: Rev. J. D. West & Ruling Elder W. A. McMillan.

On Weir, Aberdeen & Lebanon:

Rev. R. B. McAlpine & Ruling Elder L. T. Carlisle.

On Starkville, West Point and Louisville:
Rev. J. Bardwell, D.D., with Ruling Elder G. W. Parchman.

On Pendleton, Bethel, Lauderdale & Columbus:

Rev A. H. Barkley & Cecil Bardwell.

On Okolona, Mt Zion, & Macon:

Rev. A. B. Coit & Ruling Elder L. T. Carlisle.

On Meridian & Bethsalem:

Rev. B. F. Peters & Elder T. J. Boone.
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On motion Standing Rule No. 12 was repealed.

The Stated Clerk and Treasurer of Presbytery were appointed a committee to assess the churches for Commissioners’ Fund.

Leave was granted Rev. J. W. Moseley to labor outside our bounds for this year.

Rev. J. N. Carothers gave reasons for not attending the last meeting of Presbytery which were sustained.

Written applications were received from the Sessions of the following churches asking per​mission to employ Stated Supplies as follows:

West Point
one-half the time of
    Rev A. H. Barkley
for 
$336 per annum.

Weir (6 mos.)
one-fourth the time of     Rev A. H. Mecklin

    50 per annum.
Lebanon
one-fourth the time of
    Rev A. H. Mecklin

  100 per annum.
Garlandsville
one-fourth the time of
    Rev A. B. Coit

  100 per annum.
Pisgah

one-fourth the time of
    Rev A. B. Coit

  100 per annum.
Pendleton
one-fourth the time of
    Rev A. B. Coit

    50 per annum.
Okolona
one-fourth the time of
    Rev. J. D. West

  300 per annum.

The commission appointed to organize a Church made a report which was received & adopted and is as follows: The commission appointed by the Presbytery of Tombeckbee to organize a Church at Bywy if the way be clear met at the Bywy School House Dec. 14, 1884. In the absence of Rev. M. J. Mclean the chairman the commission was called to order by Rev. G. T. Storey and opened with prayer. Present: Rev. G. T. Storey and Rul​ing Elder Thomas Kerr. Rev. A. H. Mecklin of Central Mississippi

[275]
Presbytery being present was invited to sit with the commission and act as clerk. The petition to Presbytery was read and the names called and the following persons answered & presented letters of dismission from the Lebanon Church, viz.: Dr. J. W. Robinson, Mr. E. J. Robb, D. F. Wise, S. R. Shannon, B. Wise, J. A. R. Shannon, James Reid, Miss Missouri Dockery and Miss Ida Shannon—thirteen in all. Letters of dismission from the Lebanon Church for the following persons who were absent were presented & their names were enrolled, viz.: C. M. Boyd, S. A. Crane, A. W. Hagan, J. P. Collins, I. J. Shan​non, T. I. Ethridge, M. M. Hagan, Nannie Ballard and James Ballard—nine in all. Thus twenty-two names were enrolled. Bywy was chosen as the name of the Church.

Dr. J. W. Robinson and Mr. J. A. R. Shannon were elected Ruling Elders, and E. J. Robb and D. Wise, Deacons. These brethren having signified their acceptance of these offices respectively, immediately after the 11 o’clock sermon tomorrow was chosen as the time for their ordination & installation. The commission then adjourned. Closed with prayer.






           G. T. Storey, Chairman, A. H. Mecklin, Clk.





      Residence of Mr. Alexander Robinson, Dec. 15th 1884.

Pursuant to adjournment commission met & was opened with prayer. Present as on yes​terday. The officers-elect presented themselves & were regularly ordained & installed according to the constitution of the Church. the commission adjourned sine die. Closed with prayer.







G. T. Storey, Chairman, A. H. Mecklin, Clk.
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The commission appointed to examine some colored candidates, and receive them under the care of Presbytery and recommend them to the Tuscaloosa Institute for Training Colored Candidates made report—which was received and adopted and is as follows:

The commission met in the Starkville Presbyterian Church, November 16th 1884 and was opened with prayer by the chairman. Present Rev G. T. Storey, chairman & Ruling Elders J. M. Ware, Judge W. M. Rogers & Cecil Bardwell. J. Monroe Coleman presented him​self asking to be received under the care of Presbytery & recommended to the Tus​caloosa Institute. After a through examination, such as is required in such cases he was received under the care of Presbytery without a dissenting vote. Testimonials, such as are required by the faculty of the Tuscaloosa Institute were given by him. The commission adjourned sine die. Closed with prayer.







G. T. Storey, Chairman, J. M. Ware, Clerk.

On motion it was made the order of the day for 3 p.m. tomorrow to hear the reports of the Standing Committees on Systematic Beneficence.

The following 
ministers reported compliance with the order of Presbytery to supply certain vacant churches on 5th Sabbaths, viz.: Revs A. B. Coit, M. J. McLean, & G. T. Storey.
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Rev. J. Bardwell, D.D., gave reasons for non-compliance which were sustained.

The following paper asking for an adjourned meeting of Presbytery was offered & adopted: Resolved, 1. That this Presbytery shall, on its final adjournment here, adjourn to meet in West Point, Friday, 11 a.m., May 22nd 1885, to examine and license, if the way be clear, Mr. E. B. Witherspoon, [and] 2. That the following committee be appointed to conduct the examination:

1.  In the dead languages: Rev. R. B. McAlpine.

2. In Mental Philosophy, Logic, Rhetoric & Ethics, Natural Philosophy & Exact Sci​ences, Rev. J. D. West.

3.  In Natural & Revealed Theology, Rev A. H. Barkley.

4.  In Church Government, Ecclesiastical History & the Sacraments, Rev. B. F. Peters.

Presbytery adjourned until 8 o’clock a.m. tomorrow.









Closed with prayer.









J. N. Carothers, Mod.









Allen White, Clerk.








Friday, April 23rd, Second Day.








8 o’clock a.m.

Presbytery met and spent one-half hour in devotional exercises. Revs B. F. Peters, A. H. Barkley & H. C. Smith appeared and rendered excuses for tardiness which were sus​tained. The following Ruling Elders appeared & their names were enrolled as members of Presbytery: R. F. Houston from Meridian Church, W. J. Hanna from Bethsalem, [and] J. J. Caldwell from Zion.

A certificate of dismission of Rev. Z. B. Graves from the Presbytery of Atlanta to unite with Tombeckbee was presented & read
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Mr. Graves presented himself and was examined by Presbytery in experimental religion, the doctrines of the Church & Church Government, which examination was sustained as satisfactory and on motion was received and his name enrolled. 

A written application was read from the Buena Vista Church asking leave to employ Rev. J. N. Carothers as Stated Supply for 10 months in the year one Sabbath in each month at a salary of $80 per annum. The request was granted.

A call from the Meridian Church for the pastoral services of Rev. Z. B. Graves was read & referred on motion to a committee consisting of Revs A. H. Barkley, G. T. Storey & Elder J. W. C. Peden. 

The order of the day, the reading of the Narratives of the State of Religion was on motion taken up and narratives were read from the following churches: Starkville, Aberdeen, West Point, Friendship, Houston, Buena Vista, Lebanon, Wear, Bethsalem, Macon, Lau​der​dale, Mount Zion, Bethel & Good Hope, Columbus, Garlandsville, Pisgah, and Montrose. R. F. Houston submitted a verbal report from the Meridian Church.
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The committee on the records of the Aberdeen Church reported. The report was adopted. (This report was not given to the Stated Clerk.)







       Presbytery took recess until 2:30 p.m.








2:30 p.m.

Presbytery resumed business. The committee on the records of Meridian Church made report which was debated, amended and adopted (Note by S. C. This report not given to S. C.)

The order of the day was taken up and the Corresponding Members of the Assembly’s Ex​ec​utive Committees made reports as follows:

Report on Home Missions

The chairman of Home Missions would respectfully submit the following annual report:

Amount as per last report


$70.40

Amounts received since last Presbytery

Sustentation

Houston


  2.55

Lauderdale

 
  2.00

West Point


  4.45

Macon



  2.75

Lebanon


  2.50

Willing Hands, Macon
10.00

Starkville


  8.55

Crawford


  2.00

Mt Zion


    .50

Houston


  1.00

Friendship


  1.00

Buena Vista


  3.00
=
40.30

Invalid Fund

Mt Zion


    .30

Buena Vista


  4.35

Houston


  1.65
=
  6.30
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Evangelistic Fund

Garlandsville


  3.75

Buena Vista


  1.50

Houston


  2.20

Friendship


  3.75

Mount Zion


    .50
=
11.70

Received of the Central Committee

For Rev. M. J. McLean
37.50

For Rev. J. W. Moseley
25.00

For Rev. A. H. Mecklin
50.00

For Rev. B. F. Peters

40.00

For Rev. A. H. Barkley
30.00

For Rev. B. F. Peters

32.00

For Rev. M. J. McLean
22.50
=       237.00

For Eliza Bradshaw

25.00

For Mary P. Peden

25.00

For Mary E. Emerson

25.00

For Eliza Bradshaw

25.00

For Mary P. Peden

25.00

For Mary E. Emerson

25.00
=       150.00

Application was made on behalf of the Houston Church to the Central Committee to aid them in completing their church but the want of funds forced the committee to decline making an appropriation knowing that it was beyond their power to render the aid asked for. Application was made in behalf of the Weir Church by way of supplement for salary but the request came too late to the chairman that the application did not reach the Secre​tary until after
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the committee had adjourned; information however was received that it would be consid​ered in due time. The other applications came regularly before the committee and appro​pri​ations were made less one-third the amount asked for. But a small proportion of our churches have done anything for these causes and hence the depleted condition of the Treasury. Many of our churches need to be educated in the grace of giving.








A. H. Barkley, Chairman

This report was received and adopted.

Report on Education received & adopted & is as follows: The Committee of Education of Tombeckbee Presbytery would respectfully submit the following report. Since the last meet​ing of Presbytery we have received contributions from the following churches:

Good Hope

2.50

Vernal


2.00

Starkville

6.00

Pisgah

          13.25

Smith Bros.

2.00

Macon


3.60

West Point

3.95

Buena Vista

3.00

Houston

5.00

Friendship

2.00

Bethsalem

2.50

Lebanon

2.00
=
47.80

We recommended that Mr. E. B. Witherspoon receive $150.00 & Mr Dowd as much as was necessary.








H. C. Smith, Cor. Mem.
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Foreign Missions

Semi-annual report of the Corresponding Member of the Assem. Ex. Committee on For​eign Missions to the Presbytery of Tombeckbee:

Amounts received from the churches as follows—

1884
Dec. 22nd 
Columbus Sab. School

15.00

1885
Feb 16

Ladies H & For M. Soc., Starkville
  8.00


Feb 21

Mrs G. T. Storey


  2.00




G. T. S.



  5.00




Infant Class, Starkville S.S.

    .70


Mar 6th 
Bethel Church



10.00




Crawford Church


  1.60


April 20
Willing Hands, Macon

  4.00




Mrs T. S. Tyson, Shuqualak

  1.00
=
52.30

Amts. Disbursed

1884
Dec 22

To L. C. Inglis, Baltimore, Md.
15.00

1885
Feb 21

To L. C. Inglis, Baltimore, Md.
15.70


Mar 7

To L. C. Inglis, Baltimore, Md.
10.00


Apr 24

Cash on hand



11.60
=
52.30








G. T. Storey, 







Cor. Mem. Assem. Ex. Comm.

The report was received and adopted.

Report on Publication was received and adopted and is as follows: The Committee of Pub​lication make the following report to Tombeckbee Presbytery

Received for Publication from

Starkville Church

$5

Macon



  2

Columbus


  7

West Point


  1
= $15

These are all the funds that passed through the hands of your committee.








R. B. McAlpine
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The chairman of the respective committees addressed the audience presenting the claims of the several causes they represented. The reports were referred to the Auditing Commit​tee. 

The Committee on Narrative made report which was received, adopted & ordered that a copy be forwarded to the General Assembly, and is as follows: 

The Committee on narrative report to Presbytery that they have received written narra​tives from twenty churches, and verbal statements from two. These indicate that vital re​ligion has made hopeful progress in some directions. Congregations for the most part have been good & have listened with serious attention to the preaching of the word. Sev​eral churches report a special outpouring of the Holy Ghost whilst others have been strength​ened by additions from time to time. In some of our communities, where in​tem​perance has hitherto prevailed among professing Christians, more or less to the dis​honor of Christ there has been a gratifying decrease, and the forms of worldly amuse​ments, also, in some localities, where they were widely prevalent have gradually given way to a healthier and more Christian sentiment on these subjects. Whilst some of the churches have responded to all the calls of the Assembly, none of them, it may be safely
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said, come up to the measure of their ability. The duty of giving to carry forward the great work of the Gospel is not thoroughly impressed upon the conscience & heart of our people. They come forward as a rule with poor meager sums to deposit in the Lord’s treasury, and the consequence is, the great objects of benevolence within our bounds re​ceive but little substantial aid. This grace sadly needs a revival in all of the churches we represent. One of the most saddening features in connection with the reports from the churches placed in the hands of your committee is the general neglect of family religion. The family altar it would seem is fast passing away from the homes of our people, and when this comes to pass we have lost the crown which the church has so long worn, for it is through attention to, and successful development of religion in the family. On this point the friends of vital godliness need a thorough revival; for there is nothing so im​por​tant, so vital to the true interests of Zion as that religion in the families of our people should become an all-controlling power. Thanking God for the many blessings He has be​stowed upon our churches, and
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for the hopeful progress that has been made in some directions, let us pray with a large faith for a scriptural revival among our people, so that they “come & wait on the Lord with praise upon thine lips.”








R. B. McAlpine, Chairman

The Treasurer submitted the following report which was received & adopted, & is as follows:

Amt on hand per last report

$3.65

Rec’d at present meeting

  8.00
=
$11.65

Amts received on Commissioners’ Fund

Good Hope

  2.00

Bowie


  1.00

Meridian

  6.00

Columbus

10.00

Okolona

  2.00

Macon


  3.00

Lebanon

  2.00

Lauderdale

  1.00

Aberdeen

  6.00

Mount Zion

  1.00

Crawford

  1.00

Bethsalem

  3.00

Vernal


  2.00

$40.00

Paid Commissioners


  40.00








A. H. Barkley, Treasurer

On written application leave was given the Macon Church to employ Rev. A. H. Barkley as Stated Supply two Sabbaths in each month at a salary of $350.00 per annum. 

The Committee on Assessments of the Churches for the Commissioners’ Fund made re​port
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which was received and adopted & is as follows:

Aberdeen

$6.00


Lawrence

1.00

Bethel


  3.00


Lebanon

2.00

Bethsalem

  2.50


Macon


3.00

Buena Vista

  2.00


Meridian

6.00

Centre Point

  1.00


Montrose

1.00

Columbus

10.00


Pendleton

1.00

DeKalb

  2.00


Pisgah


1.00

Friendship

  3.00


Okolona

2.00

Garlandsville

  2.00


Mt. Zion

1.00

Good Hope

  2.00


Starkville

5.00

Hamilton

  1.00


Wahalak

2.00

Houston

  1.00


West Point

2.00

Knox


  2.50


Lauderdale

1.00

Salem


  1.00


Vernal


1.00

Bowie


  1.00


Weir


  .25

On motion the treasurer was ordered to pay Rev. J. Bardwell, D.D. seven dollars & twenty-five cents for money he had expended for Presbytery.

The committee on the sessional records of Weir Church reported, recommending their approval as far as written. Adopted.

The committee on the Starkville records made the following report: We recommend their approval as far as written with the following exceptions: (1) The book is not paged; (2) The session continued convened without adjournment from May 21/’84 to June 9th/’84; (3) None of the sessions were closed with prayer save one. This report was adopted.
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The committee on the West Point records reported recommending their approval, from page 36 to page 43 with the following exceptions: (1) uniform habit to close without prayer; (2) On page 36 the clerk is directed to prepare the narrative for Presbytery. Adopted.

The committee on the Louisville records reported recommending their approval from page 58 to page 62 with exceptions: (1) Records not before Presbytery since 1879; (2) At one or two meetings of session no minute is made of adjournment. Adopted.

The committee on Columbus records reported recommending approval as far as written with the following exceptions: (1) On page 202 it appears that session met on the 26th October 1884 & so far as the record shows is till in session. Adopted.

The committee on the records of Lauderdale reported, recommending their approval as far as written with the following exceptions: (1) The records have not been before Pres​bytery since April 20th 1883; (2) Records fail to show an appointment of delegates to Presbytery. Adopted. 

The committee on Pendleton records reported recommending approval as far as written with the following exceptions: (1) Records have not been before Presbytery since August 20, 1859; (2) Record on two pages written in pencil. The report was received & ap​proved.

The committee on Bethel records reported & recommended approval except the records had not been before Presbytery since April 20th 1883. Adopted.
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The committee on Bethsalem & Houston records reported recommending their approval as far as written. Adopted.

A petition was presented from the colored members of Bethsalem Church asking that they be organized into a colored Presbyterian Church. The petition was granted and a commission consisting of Rev M. J. McLean & the session of Bethsalem Church to or​ganize the Church asked for if the way be clear.

Rev. Z. B. Graves signified to Presbytery his acceptance of the call of the Meridian Church placed in his hands, and on motion a committee was appointed, consisting of Revs A. B. Coit, G. T. Storey & Ruling Elder R. F. Houston to arrange for the installation of Rev. Z. B. Graves as pastor in the Meridian Church.

Houston was chosen as the place for the fall meeting of Presbytery.

The Auditing Committee to whom were referred the reports of the Committees on Home Missions, Foreign Missions, Education, & Publication reported that they had examined the same & find them correct; their report was received and adopted.

Rev. M. J. McLean was elected principal & Rev. H. C. Smith alternate commissioner to the General Assembly. Mr Cecil Bardwell was elected principal ruling Elder commis​sioner and
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Mr. S. R. Boyd alternate Elder commissioner.

Presbytery adjourned until 8 o’clock tomorrow morning.










Closed with prayer.







Saturday, April 25th, 8 o’clock a.m.

Presbytery was called to order by the Moderator and half an hour was spent in devotional exercises conducted by Rev. A. H. Barkley. The minutes of yesterday’s session were read, corrected and approved.

The commission to dissolve the Smyrna Church was continued.

A written application from Mt Zion Church asking permission to employ Rev. M. J. McLean for ¼ of his time for 6 months as Stated Supply at a salary of $42.50 was granted. (Note by the S. C. By mistake the report of the Shiloh commission was over​looked here. See next page.)

The commission to organize a Church at Shiloh in Perry County was continued and Rev. H. C. Smith made the chairman.

The Commission appointed to organize a Church at Sandersville made a report which was received and adopted, and is as follows: The commission appointed at the last meet​ing of Presbytery to organize a Church at Sandersville would respectfully report: 1st That a quorum of the commission met at Sandersville on the 5th Sabbath in November 1884; 2nd That after sermon by Rev. A. B. Coit, your commission did organize a church named Sandersville according to the requirements of our Church. For this organization your com​mis​sion received twenty-one members by letter: six from Pisgah; fifteen from Good Hope and one on examination.
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Messrs R. M. Sanders and A. G. Ferguson were elected, ordained and installed Elders. M. C. Smith who had been an Elder in the Good Hope Church was elected an installed an Elder in this Church. Messrs W. H. Williams Jr. [and] T. J. Keeton were elected, ordained and installed Deacons & J. W. Bailey who had been a Deacon in the Pisgah Church was elected and installed a Deacon in this Church.








H. C. Smith, Chairman.

(Note by S. C. By oversight this report was omitted in its proper place on page 289. See note there.)

The commission to organize a Church at Shiloh in Perry County & to license the colored candidate Albert McCallum if the way be clear reported that a meeting was ordered by the chairman for Friday before the third Sabbath in February 1885. In the meantime the chairman was notified that sickness and high water in the neighborhood rendered it im​practicable for the commission to meet at the time indicated & those immediately in​ter​ested requested that the commission defer its meeting till in the spring or summer. The chairman, therefore withdrew the appointment as requested. It is recommended that the commission be continued with the substitute of Rev. H. C. Smith as chairman instead of Rev. J. Bardwell.








J. Bardwell, Chairman.
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The committee appointed to organize a Church at Heidelberg made the following report, which was received & adopted and the commission continued: The commission appoin​ted at the last meeting of Presbytery to organize a Church at Heidelberg if the way be clear would report to Presbytery that three different times were appointed for the com​mission to meet but a quorum of the commission failing to meet no action could be taken. Your commission would suggest that a commission be appointed at this meeting of Pres​bytery to carry out the wish of that people.








H. C. Smith, Chairman.

The committee to arrange for the installation of Rev. Z. B. Graves made the following report which was received and adopted, viz.: Your committee would fix the 4th Sabbath in May as the time & the following commission—To preside, preach the sermon & pro​pound the constitutional questions, Rev A. H. Barkley; to charge the pastor, Rev. H. C. Smith; to charge the people, Rev. R. B. McAlpine. Ruling Elders on the commission are R. F. Houston & Samuel Adams.








A. B. Coit, Chairman.

The records of Okolona & Macon Churches were approved as far as written.

The records of Mt Zion Church were approved as far as written with exception that on pages 16 & 17 that session is not [illegible word] adjourned the day it convened.
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On motion the Treasurer was ordered to collect the proceeds of the sale of the Beersheba Church & pay the same to the Crawford Church to aid them in building a house of wor​ship.

Rev. J. Bardwell, D.D., tendered his resignation as Stated Clerk of Presbytery, which was accepted and the following resolution adopted by a rising vote: Resolved, That Pres​by​tery in accepting the resignation of Rev. J. Bardwell, D.D., as Stated Clerk of Presbytery takes pleasure in recording its high appreciation of his efficient & self-sacrificing dis​charge of the duties of that office and its regret that the call of duty deprives us of his faithful services.

Rev. G. T. Storey was elected Stated Clerk of Presbytery.

Rev J. D. West and Ruling Elder W. A. McMillan were appointed a Committee on Sys​tematic Beneficence.

The paper on the “Evolution Controversy” in connection with the Perkins Professorship introduced by Rev. Joseph Bardwell, D.D., at the last stated meeting of Presbytery, and action thereon deferred until the spring meeting, at the suggestion of its author was called up, when the following substitute offered by Dr. J. Bardwell was unanimously adopted, viz.: “Inasmuch as the objects contemplated by the said paper have been attained through
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the action of the Synods having immediate jurisdiction in the case, therefore Resolved, That, in the judgment of Presbytery, no further action on this subject is called for at this time.”

Rev. B. F. Peters offered the following overture to Presbytery: “Is it competent to a church session to consent to the resignation of a ruling elder in a congregation before it has laid it before the congregation and given it an opportunity to object?” The Committee on Bills and Overtures made report recommending that the overture of Rev. B. F. Peters be answered in the negative according to Form of Government, Chapter VI, Sec. 4, Par. 3. Adopted by a unanimous vote. 

A communication from the Chancellor of the S. W. Presbyterian University was read & referred to the Committee on the Minutes of Synod.

The Committee on the Minutes of Synod made report, which was received & adopted and is follows: “The committee appointed to report on the Minutes of Synod would submit the following report calling the attention of Presbytery to the following actions of Synod: (1) The apportionment of the $5500 which the Assembly’s Ex. Committee recommended the Synod of Mississippi to raise for the cause of For. Missions this year; (2) To Sections 4 & 5 of the report of the Committee on Minutes of the Gen’l Assembly, pages 13 & 14; (3) To the action in reference to the South-Western Presbyterian, pages 14, 15 & 17; (4) To resolution touching Evangelism in the Synod, page 16;
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(5) To the action touching the South-Western Presbyterian University.

Touching the last action of Synod referred to in view of a communication from the Chan​cellor which was referred to this committee we would respectfully recommend the adop​tion of the following resolutions:

(1) That Presbytery acknowledges its indebtedness to the Directors for their fidelity in rendering efficient aid in the control and management of the South-Western Presbyterian University; (2) That Presbytery gives its cordial approval to the action of the Board of Directors in establishing a theological department in that institution. And we rejoice in their action securing Rev. Joseph R. Wilson, D.D., as theological instructor in the univer​sity; and, if necessity exists, we trust that our churches & people will not be slow to render assistance in sustaining him in the chair to which he has been elected; (3) That we recommend to our sessions to give such encouragement and support to the Institution as may be in their power; and, that we especially commend it to parents as a most excellent institution for the moral and intellectual training of their sons.








G. T. Storey, Chairman.
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Rev. G. T. Storey read a paper touching the South-Western Presbyterian & our relations to it, the consideration of which was made the order of the day for 3 o’clock p.m.

The Presbyterial Sermon on Family Religion was then preached according to appoint​ment by Rev. H. C. Smith from Eph. 6:4.

The time for the Presbyterial Conference was fixed at 2:30 p.m.

A committee consisting of Rev. G. T. Storey and Elder J. D. Perkins was appointed to nominate a preacher & subject and an essayist and subject for the next meeting of Pres​bytery.







Presbytery took recess until 2:30 p.m.








2:30 p.m.

Presbytery was called to order by the Moderator. The order of the day, a Conference on Pulpit Mannerisms was taken up. The essayist being absent, the roll was called & several members made speeches on the subject.

The Committee on Sabbath Schools submitted the following report which was received & adopted: “Your committee on Sabbath Schools would respectfully submit the following report. The following churches, viz.: Meridian, Macon, Garlandsville, Good Hope, Stark​ville, Okolona, Friendship, Aberdeen, West Point, Buena Vista, Lebanon, & Colum​bus have presented reports at this meeting of Presbytery. All except two are under the control of the Session. One of these has a union school. The sessions have charge of the Pres​by​terian schools reporting. In a few of the congregations, the ministers have services for the children, but in many the service is either omitted or united with the church service.
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A majority report that the catechism is taught & a few teach also the Confession of Faith & Form of Government. The Children’s Friend and Earnest Worker are not used in all the schools. Union literature is used in some, & others report the use of Methodist liter​a​ture. In most of the schools the children do not memorize the Scriptures. Various works are used to supplement our standards. One-half report special religious interests during the year. Not one of the number report taking up collections for all the objects of ben​evolence. No colored Sabbath schools are reported. Your committee in conclusion re​gret that more attention is not given to memorizing the Scriptures.








A. B. Coit, Chairman.”

It was ordered that the Stated Clerk make such additions as he could from official statistics in his hands and forward it to the General Assembly. Rev. J. Bardwell, D.D., chairman of the Committee on Statistics made a report which was received & approved and the Stated Clerk ordered to complete it & forward it to the General Assembly.

The committee appointed to select subjects for the next Presbyterial sermon & essay & nominate preacher and essayist made report, which was received & adopted and is as fol​lows:
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Subject of Presbyterial Sermon: The Power of Presbytery over the Churches Under Its Care. Principal: Rev. J. D. West, alternate Rev. B. F. Peters. Subject for Presbyterial Essay: How Can this Presbytery Carry the Gospel to its Destitutions? Principal Rev. A. B. Coit, Alternate Elder W. A. Love.








G. T. Storey, Chairman

The order of the day, the paper offered by Rev. G. T. Storey touching the S. W. Presby​ter​ian and our relations to it, was taken up, considered, amended and adopted and is as follows: “In view of the present need of the South-Western Presbyterian and the change made in its management by the Synod of Mississippi at its sessions in Crystal Springs last November:

(1) Resolved, That the appointment of a corresponding editor from each of its six Presby​teries by the Synod receives our cordial approval.

(2) That we regard the Expositions of the Sunday School Lessons which appear this year in its columns as greatly increasing its value in many Christian homes.

(3) That we earnestly & affectionately urge the Session of each Church in our Presbytery to cooperate with the Corresponding Editor in this Presbytery in reporting to him reg​ularly all items of news of general interest, in securing new subscribers, and in col​lecting accounts due the paper.

(4) That in our judgment the circulation of the paper could be greatly increased by mak​ing the subscription price uniformly two dollars per annum.”
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Rev. A. B. Coit asked permission to labor as an Evangelist in Newton County. The re​quest was granted for this year.

On motion Standing Rule No. 8 was suspended & permission was given to the churches of Good Hope, Bowie & Sandersville to employ Rev H. C. Smith as Stated Supply, and to Louisville, Carolina & Pleasant Springs to employ Rev. M. J. McLean as Stated Sup​ply on such terms as may be agreed upon between the Churches and the preachers.

A vote of thanks was adopted and is as follows: “Resolved that the thanks of Presbytery be tendered to the kind friends in Weir for their generous entertainment during our meeting; & also to the railroads for their reduced rates.”

The Committee on Systematic Beneficence made a report which was received & ap​proved and is as follows: That they have received reports from twelve (12) churches and the amts. contributed are as follows:

Sustentation, nine churches gave


39.66

Evangelistic Fund, eight churches gave

27.10

Invalid Fund, eight churches gave


26.55

Foreign Missions, five churches gave                      197.85

Education, seven churches gave


29.90

Publication, four churches gave


23.00

Inst. [for] Training Col. Ministers, three gave
  9.77








J. D. West, W. A. McMillan

Presbytery took recess until after divine service tonight.
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After sermon, 9 o’clock p.m., Presbytery was called to order by the Moderator. Minutes of today were read, corrected and approved. On motion Presbytery adjourned to meet in West Point, May 22, 11 a.m., Friday. 

Closed with singing, prayer and the apostolic benediction.








J. N. Carothers, Moderator.








Allen White, Temporary Clerk.

Attest:

G. T. Storey, Stated Clerk.

Adjourned Meeting








West Point, Miss.,








May 22nd 1885

Presbytery met at the Union Church, West Point at 11 o’clock a.m., May 22nd 1885, agree​ably to adjournment & was constituted with prayer by Rev. J. N. Carothers, Moder​ator.

Ministers Present

Ruling Elders Present

Rev. J. N. Carothers

L. T. Carlisle, West Point Church.

Rev. A. H. Barkley



Rev. Jas. D. West

Mr. L. T. Carlisle was chosen Temporary Clerk.

Rev. R. B. McAlpine

Rev. Z. B. Graves

Presbytery on motion proceeded to examine Mr. E. B. Witherspoon on his experimental acquaintance with religion, his motives for seeking the Gospel ministry, the Latin lang​uage and the original languages of the Holy Scriptures, all which were sustained as parts of trial.






Presbytery then took recess until 2 o’clock p.m.








2 o’clock p.m.

Presbytery met, members present as this morning with the exception of L. T. Carlisle.
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James S. Carothers, his alternate being present, his name was enrolled & he took his seat.

Rev. George A. Rogers (colored) a member of Chickasaw Presbytery was invited to a seat as [a] corresponding member.

Presbytery then proceeded to examine the candidate on Mental Philosophy, Logic, Rheto​ric, Ethics, Natural and Exact Sciences, Natural & Revealed Theology, Church History, Church Government and the Sacraments, all of which parts of trial were sustained.

The following paper was adopted: Whereas, Mr. E. B. Witherspoon was unavoidably prevented from submitting his written parts of trial to Presbytery, Therefore, Resolved, That Revs. Z. B. Graves, B. F. Peters, A. B. Coit, R. B. McAlpine & J. D. West with Ruling Elder R. F. Houston of the Meridian Church, be and the same are hereby appoin​ted a commission to receive and pass upon said parts of trial and proceed to license said E. B. Witherspoon as a probationer, provided the way be clear & assign him work & that said commission shall meet at Meridian on or before the 29th inst., or as soon thereafter as practicable.

Rev Geo. A. Rogers (colored) of Chickasaw Pres., obtained leave to labor within our bounds for the next six months among the colored people
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The minutes were then read, corrected and approved. Presbytery then adjourned to meet in Houston on Thursday before the first full moon in October next, at 11 o’clock a.m. Closed with prayer and the benediction.








J. N. Carothers, Moderator.








L. T. Carlisle, Clerk, Pro. Tem.

Attest:

G. T. Storey, Stated Clerk.








Houston, Miss., Oct. 22nd 1885

The Presbytery of Tombeckbee met in the Presbyterian Church in Houston, Miss., Thurs​day, October 22nd 1885, 11 a.m., and was opened with a sermon at the request of the Moderator by Rev. R. B. McAlpine from Acts I:8. After sermon Presbytery was con​stituted with prayer by Rev. J. N. Carothers, Moderator. The roll was called by the S. C. and the following members answered to their names:

Ministers—R. B. McAlpine, G. T. Storey, James N. Carothers, J. D. West, Z. B. Graves, H. C. Smith, & B. F. Peters.

Ruling Elders—

Dr. R. A. Minnis


from 

Aberdeen Church

A. M. Dinsmore




Macon Church

R. W. Vaughn





Buena Vista

M. W. Peden





Friendship

Judge Allen White




Houston

A. G. Ferguson




Sandersville

Rev. H. C. Smith was elected Moderator and Judge Allen White Temporary Clerk. On motion Presbytery took recess until 2:30 p.m.
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2:30 p.m.

Presbytery met and resumed business. A letter from Rev. A. H. Barkley was read assign​ing reasons for his absence from the meeting of Presbytery, which reasons were sus​tained.

Rev. J. W. Moseley was granted leave to labor outside the bounds of this Presbytery for the next six months, & the reasons given by him for his absence from this Presbytery were sustained.

Rev. R. H. Kennedy, minister of the M. E. Church South was invited to a seat as a visit​ing brother and was introduced to Presbytery by the Moderator.

The minutes of last meeting of Presbytery and the adjourned meeting held at West Point May 22, 1885, were read by the S. C. and also the Standing Rules of Presbytery.

Rev. J. D. West read a paper in reference to the organization of a Church at Ackerman which was referred to a committee consisting of Revs. B. F. Peters, Z. B. Graves, and Elder A. G. Ferguson. 

Rev. J. F. Norman, a minister of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church, being present, was invited to a seat as a visiting brother and introduced to Presbytery by the Moderator.

The reading of the narratives on the state of religion in the churches was made the order of the day for tomorrow for 10 a.m.

A report from the Chancellor of the S. W. P. University of the standing of our candidates, W. F. Dowd was read to Presbytery by the S. C.

[303]

Resolved, That a committee consisting of Rev. B. F. Peters, and Elder Thos. H. Wood of the Meridian Church be appointed to secure for the Presbyterian Church at Enterprise the benefit of the offer by Mrs. Patrick in respect to the church building there, and to secure necessary titles to said building.

The Moderator announce the following Standing Committees, viz.:

On Bills & Overtures—Rev. R. B. McAlpine & Ruling Elder Dr. R. A. Minnis.

Auditing Committee—Revs. J. D. West & A. B. Coit.

Judicial Committee—Rev. B. F. Peters and Ruling Elder A. M. Dinsmore.

On Minutes of the Gen’l Assembly—Revs G. T. Storey, Z. B. Graves and Ruling Elder R. W. Vaughn.

On Narrative—Rev. Z. B. Graves & R. E. Allen White.

On Leave of Absence—Rev. J. N. Carothers.

On Statistics—Rev. G. T. Storey.

On motion the regular sessions of Presbytery were set for morning session from 8:30 to 11 a.m., and the afternoon session from 2:30 to 5:00 p.m.

The Committee on Devotional exercises made a partial report which was received.

On motion the Presbyterial Conference was set for tomorrow morning at 9 o’clock.

Presbytery adjourned. 







Closed with prayer by Rev. B. F. Peters.








October 23rd 1885, 8:30 a.m.

The Presbytery met and spent half an hour in devotional exercises conducted by Rev. Z. B. Graves. The minutes [of the] proceedings of yesterday were read, amended and ap​proved. 

The report of the Commission to organize a Church at Heidelberg
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was read, received and adopted and is as follows: At a meeting of the commission ap​pointed by Tombeckbee Presbytery to organize a Presbyterian Church in the town of Heidelberg if the way be clear held [a meeting] in Heidelberg, Miss., June 29, 1885. Said commission composed of Revs H. C. Smith & A. B. Coit and Ruling Elders M. C. Smith, John F. McCormick, the following business was transacted. After religious services con​ducted by Rev. H. C. Smith, all the members of the commission being present, the fol​lowing letters were surrendered to the commission preparatory to becoming members of the new organization which is to be styled Heidelberg Presbyterian Church. Names: Males—A. N. W. Smith, J. B. McPorland, W. J. McFarland, J. R. McFarland, G. C. McFarland, J. L. Campbell, S. G. Rogers, G. J. Rogers, [and] Frank McCormick. Females—Mrs T. C. McCormick, Mrs Flora McFarland, Mrs. S. J. Satcher, Mrs Lou Smith, Miss Binnie Dozier, Miss M. J. McFarland, Miss K. I. McFarland, Miss M. E. McFarland, Miss E. McCrarey, Mr. A. A. W. Smith & Mr. W. J. McFarland were chosen Ruling Elders and Dr. frank McCormick & Mr. J. L. Campbell, Deacons, who were duly ordained and installed except Dr. F. McCormick. Closed with prayer.








Rev H. C. Smith, Chairman.








John F. McCormick, Clerk.

W. J. McFarland, Elder from the Heidelberg
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Church appeared & his name was enrolled.

M. F. Roberts, Ruling Elder from Garlandsville Church, Elihu Love, Ruling Elder from Lebanon Church, [and] Thomas A. Kerr, Ruling Elder from Weir Church appeared and their names were enrolled. Rev. A. B. Coit appeared and gave reasons for tardiness which were sustained.

The order of the day for 9 a.m., the Presbyterial Conference, was then taken up and the essay on the subject, “How Can this Presbytery Carry the Gospel to its Destitutions?” was read by Rev. A. B. Coit, and remarks were made by Rev. G. T. Storey.

The order of the day for 10 a.m., the reading of the narratives from the churches was then taken up and narratives from the following churches were read & referred to the Com​mittee on [the] Narrative: Aberdeen, Buena Vista, Houston, Macon, Weir, Starkville, Lebanon, Meridian, Garlandsville, Heidelberg, Bethel, Good Hope, Sandersville, Bowie. 

The hour of 11 a.m. having arrived Rev J. D. West preached the Presbyterial Sermon from Heb. XIII:17. on subject: “The Power of Presbytery over the Churches under its Care,” after which Presbytery took a recess until 2:30 p.m.








2:30 p.m.

Presbytery met and resumed business. Leave was granted to Rev. J. M. Smith to labor six months in the bounds of this Presbytery and Vernal Church given permission to employ him for six months. 

The Moderator appointed Rev. G. T. Storey Treasurer during this meeting of Presbytery.

The commission appointed to examine and license Mr. E. B. Witherspoon made a report
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which was received and debated for some time and then laid on the table.

A commission was read from Rev. M. J. McLean giving reasons for his absence from this meeting of Presbytery which were sustained.

Reports from Rev. M. J. McLain & Elder C. Bardwell, commissioners to the Houston Assembly were read & received and their diligence commended.

The commission appointed to install Rev Z. B. Graves pastor of the Meridian Church made the following report which was received and approved: The commission appointed by Presbytery to establish the pastoral relation between Rev. Z. B. Graves and the Meridian Church would report that they performed that duty the 24th day of May 1885 in accordance with the provisions of the Form of Government.








A. H. Barkley, Chairman.

The commission to dissolve Smyrna Church was continued.

Standing Rule No. 8 was suspended and leave given Louisville and Pleasant Springs Churches to employ Rev. J. M. McLean for the next six months.

Presbytery adjourned until 8:30 a.m. tomorrow.









Closed with prayer.








Saturday, Oct. 24th, 8:30 a.m.

Presbytery met and spent half an hour in devotional exercises conducted by Rev. A. B. Coit. Minutes of yesterday’s proceedings were read & approved.

The Committee on Devotional Exercises made a partial report which was received
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The Corresponding Member of the Assembly’s Ex. Committee on Publication made a verbal report stating that no monies had been received since the spring meeting of Pres​bytery. The report was received & approved.

The unfinished business of the Presbyterial Conference was resumed. The roll was called & Revs. A. B. Coit, B. F. Peters, & J. D. West made speeches.

Presbytery took a recess until 2:30 p.m.








2:30 p.m.

Presbytery met and resumed the unfinished business of the Presbyterial Conference. The following members made speeches: Revs. Z. B. Graves, H. C. Smith, R. B. McAlpine, and Ruling Elders A. M. Dinsmore, Dr. R. A. Minnis, A. White & M. W. Peden.

A Committee consisting of Revs. J. D. West, G. T. Storey and Elder M. W. Peden was appointed to draft and recommend to this meeting of Presbytery a plan for reaching our destitutions with the gospel. 

A motion to take from the table the report of the commission to examine & license Mr. E. B. Witherspoon was made & carried. The report of the commission was adopted, and is as follows: “The commission met in Meridian, Miss., Aug. 27th 1885 and was called to order by the chairman, Rev Z. B. Graves & opened with prayer. Present Revs Z. B. Graves, B. F. Peters, H. C. Smith & A. B. Coit, and Ruling Elder R. F. Houston. Rev. A. B. Coit was requested to act as secretary. The object of the commission was stated. On motion the question was put to decide whether or not the commission had the constitu​tional right to proceed with the work entrusted to it. Decided that the commission had not the right.
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The motion was reconsidered & it was decided that the commission had the right to pro​ceed. After which committees were appointed to examine the Latin Thesis & Greek Exe​gesis. The committees rendered a favorable report; & the commission proceeded to hear the lecture & sermon. All of which were sustained as parts of trial. Commission took recess until 5 ½ p.m. 5 ½ p.m. commission met and proceeded to license Mr. E. B. Wither​spoon in regular form according to Book of Church Order.








Z. B. Graves, Chairman








A. B. Coit, Sec’y”

Whereupon Presbytery adopted the following resolution offered by Rev. B. F. Peters: Resolved, That Presbytery in approving the act of the commission as such, would express the opinion that Presbytery did not have the authority to appoint said commission.

The Committee on the Minutes of the Gen’l Assembly made a report which was rec’d & adopted and is as follows: Your committee on the Minutes of the Gen’l Assembly beg leave to submit the following report. First, we respectfully bring to the attention of Pres​bytery the following acts & recommendations of the Assembly:

1. In reference to the support of candidates, page 407; 

2. In regard to Sabbath schools, page 408; 

3. Touching Sabbath observance, page 413;

4. Touching the Directory for Worship, page 425.

Your committee recommend that Presbytery 
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commit this matter to an ad interim committee to report at the spring meeting of Presby​tery.

5. In reference to family religion page 425, your committee recommend to Presbytery to urge its ministers to preach on Family Religion & Parental Obligations before the spring meeting of Presbytery. 

Secondly, to the following amendments to the Book of Church Order & the Confession of Faith recommended by the Gen’l Assembly & by it sent down to the Presbyteries for their advise & consent thereunto.

1st. Touching the provision in Book of Church Order for amending the Confession of Faith & Catechisms. Minutes of 1885 page 411. We recommend that Presbyteries advise and consent to the amendment to Form of Government, Chap. VIII, Par. 3, as recom​mended by the Assembly, page 411, Minutes.

2nd. Touching amendments to Book of Church Order giving Presbytery original juris​diction over private member in cases where the Session cannot act, page 424. We recom​mend that Presbytery advise and consent to the amendments to Form of Gov., Chap. V, Sec. 4, Par. 6, Rules of Discipline, Chap. V, Par. 1 & Chap. VIII, Par. 1 as recommended by the Assembly on page 424, Min. of 1885.

3rd. On powers of the Foreign Evangelists page 426, We recommend that this subject be referred to a committee to report at Spring Presbytery.

4th. Marriage with deceased wife’s sister, pages 427-8. Inasmuch as the Assembly of 1885 did not take definite & regular action upon the recommendation of the Assembly of 1884 to amend the Confession of Faith Chap. XXIV, Sec. 4, by striking out the 
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clause forbidding such marriage, we recommend to Presbytery to again advise & consent to amend the Conf. of Faith, Chap. XXIV, Sec. 4 as recommended by the Assembly. Minutes of 1884, page 248. Minutes 1885, page 427-8.

5. On making Ruling Elder Moderator, page 432. We recommend that Presbytery do not advise and consent to amend Form of Gov., Chap. IV, Sec. 3, & Par. 2 as recommended by the Assembly on page 432 of Minutes 1885.








G. T. Storey, Chairman

The Moderator appointed the following committee as called for in the report of the Com​mittee on Minutes of Gen’l Assembly. On Directory for Worship: Revs. R. B. McAlpine, [and] G. T. Storey & R[uling] E[lder] C. Bardwell.

On Powers of Foreign Evangelists: Revs. G. T. Storey [and] R. B. McAlpine & R. E. Judge W. M. Rogers.

The committee to whom was referred the paper of Rev. James D. West respecting the or​ganization of a Church at Ackerman made a report which was adopted and is as follows: Resolved, That notwithstanding the formal irregularity of the organization, not being made by a commission, Presbytery being fully satisfied that the order of the Book of Church Order was observed in other particulars, hereby constitute the said organization a Church and orders its name Ackerman Presbyterian Church enrolled with the churches under its care.








B. F. Peters, Chairman.

The Judicial Committee reported that no business had come into their hands. Committee was discharged.
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The Auditing Committee reported that it had examined the accounts of the Corresponding Member of the Assembly’s Ex. Comm. on Foreign Missions & found them correct. Ap​proved.

In response to a request from Rev. J. Bardwell, D.D., that he be dismissed to the Presbytery of Central Mississippi, the following paper was adopted by a rising & unan​i​mous vote: Resolved, “That Rev. Joseph Bardwell, D.D., a member of this Presbytery at his own request be dismissed to the Presbytery of Central Mississippi & That in parting with Bro. Bardwell who has for about 30 years been intimately associated with this body, sharing in its responsibilities and exerting a wide and important influence in its councils, Presbytery would express its high appropriation for his many & valuable services in his long connection with us. We would also express our high esteem & affec​tion for him personally, both as a man and a minister and ever pray that the great Head of the Church bestow upon him His richest blessings in the new field of labor to which in the Provi​dence of God he is now called.

The Committee on the Narrative made the following report which was rec’d, adopted & ordered forwarded to Synod. The Committee upon the Narrative beg leave to report that in many respects Presbytery has reason for grateful praise to God for His blessings upon the churches. In every church attendance upon divine worship is good & in several churches marked and increasing. Temperance is growing rapidly.
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In some churches there is no intemperance & in most of them only a minimum of in​temp​erance. In a few churches the Holy Spirit is poured out abundantly, but in most whilst there has been no especial outpouring of the Spirit there is reported an increased spirit​uality among the people. Sabbath Schools & catechetical instruction have made no pro​gress in any school but one. Only to a very limited extent is family worship held; and in​dul​gence in worldly amusements is still a matter of complaint. Only one church—Good Hope—merits special notice, reports itself free from worldly amusements, & along with this liberty enjoys immunity from drunkenness & drinking, observes the Sabbath day & has increased congregations during the year, has a good state of family religion & has been blessed with several accessions to the Church on profession of faith. Without ex​ception all the churches report liberality upon the part of their people in honoring God with their substance & according to their several ability, the sweat of the brow & the sheaf of the field mingle with the worship of song & prayer in the stated service of the sanctuary. The reports taken as a whole have more than usual hopeful signs & indicate a condition of church life favorable to aggressive work
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in all our bounds. Your committee would suggest that in view of the fact that so many churches are destitute of the stated means of grace, and in view of the fact that those churches which have these privileges have a deep, appreciative Christian life, that it is the solemn duty of Presbytery to make especial effort at this time to supply our vacant fields & to strengthen the things that are perishing.








Z. B. Graves, Chairman

James S. Carothers, Ruling Elder from the West Point Church appeared & was enrolled. On motion the Committee on Presbyterial Evangelism was dissolved. The following re​port was made, received and adopted: Your committee to whom was referred the matter of drafting a plan for prosecuting Presbyterial Evangelism would recommend:

1st. That a commission consisting of Revs. G. T. Storey, A. B. Coit and Ruling Elders Judge W. M. Rogers & John F. McCormick be appointed by this Presbytery to whom shall be entrusted the charge of this work;

2nd. That to them be entrusted the providing of ways & means for conducting the work, and the employment of an Evangelist or Evangelists if the way be clear; [and]

3rd; That they be requested to take steps looking to the grouping of the churches under our care








James D. West, Chairman.








M. W. Peden.

A written request from Heidelberg Church for one sermon a month for 1 year by Rev. A. B. Coit, providing $100 was granted
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A commission consisting of Revs. J. D. West, G. T. Storey & Elder C. Bardwell was ap​pointed to organize a Church at Osborn, Miss., if the way be clear.

Rev. G. T. Storey tendered to Presbytery his resignation as Corresponding Member of the Assembly’s Ex. Comm. on Foreign Missions which was accepted and Rev. J. D. West was elected to fill the vacancy made by the resignation.

Rev. H. C. Smith tendered to Presbytery his resignation as Corresponding member of the Assembly’s Ex. Comm. on Education which was accepted & Rev. Z. B. Graves was chosen in his stead.

The Presbyterial Sermon on the “Power of Presbytery over the Churches,” by Rev J. D. West was requested for publication in one of our religious newspapers.

Rev. A. H. Mecklin of Central Miss. Presbytery was granted leave to labor within our bounds for the next six months, and Standing Rule No. 8 was suspended & Bywy, Leba​non, Ackerman, Bethsalem, Mt Zion & Weir Churches permitted to employ him on such terms as may be mutually agreed upon between Bro. Mecklin & the churches.

The commission appointed to organize [a church] at Shiloh, Perry County, Miss., made the following report which was rec’d and adopted as follows: The commission met at Shiloh, Aug 31st 1888, & was opened with prayer. Present Revs H. C. Smith & A. B. Coit. A church was organized with eleven members & the following officers were or​dained & installed according to the provision on the Book of Church Order. Ruling Elders Messrs.
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John Pearce & Malcolm McKinnie, Deacons Felder Myers & Hugh McCallum. Commis​sion took recess to meet at Enon 8 p.m.








H. C. Smith, Chairman.








A. B. Coit, Clerk.

The same commission was also instructed to hear the lecture & sermon of Albert Mc​Callum, colored, & to license him as [a] probationer in the Gospel ministry & made the following report which was adopted: Commission met at Enon, Aug. 31st 1885, 8 p.m. & was opened with prayer. Present Revs. H. C. Smith & A. B. Coit. Commission heard the ser​mon by Albert McCallum (col.) & gave him license to preach according to the pro​vision for extraordinary cases 7 the recommendation of the Gen’l Assembly of 1869. Com​mission adjourned sine die with prayer.








H. C. Smith, Chairman.








A. B. Coit, Clerk.

Standing Rule 6th of Presbytery was amended by substituting “Wednesday” for “Thurs​day” for the regular time of meeting of Presbytery.

Mr. W. S. Hamiter presented himself & asked to be rec’d under the care of Presbytery as a candidate for the Gospel Ministry, & after the usual examination was rec’d under the care of Presbytery.

The following overture to the Synod of Mississippi was adopted & ordered forwarded to Synod: “Inasmuch as the Book of Church Order locates in the Presbytery the power of examining and of licensing a candidate for the Gospel Ministry, but does not order the mode of execution, can a commission consisting of a quorum of Presbytery execute one or both acts?

Sandersville was chosen as the place for the next meeting.
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The Committee on Statistics made the following report which was adopted & ordered forwarded to Synod. Tombeckbee Presbytery would respectfully report to the Synod of Mississippi in session at Shreveport, La.: 

1st That it consists of 13 ministers; 

2nd. That it has 45 churches under its care, 3 of which have been organized since its last report; 

3rd. That it has under its care 3 white & two colored candidates, one of the white & one colored being licentiates; 

4th. That it has rec’d Rev. Z. B. Graves from Atlanta Presbytery & dismissed Rev. J. Bardwell, D.D., to Central Mississippi Presbytery.








G. T. Storey, Chairman.

[Note of Explanation by the S. C. The Temporary Clerk failed to notice the reception & adoption of the report of the Cor. Mem. of the Assembly’s Ex. Comm. on F. Missions, but as the Minutes show the report of the Auditing Comm., page 311, that such report was rec’d and as it appears among the papers put into the hands of the S. C., he here inserts said report.]

The Corresponding Member of the Assembly’s Ex. Comm. on Foreign Missions respect​fully submits to Presbytery in session at Houston, Miss., Oct 1885, the following report of monies received & disbursed since his report made to Presbytery at Weir.

Amts rec’d from April 1st to Oct 20 1885:

April 1st

Crawford Church

1.60

April 20

Bethel Church


5.00

April 26

Weir Church


5.25




Louisville Church

  .50




Mrs. T. D. Tyson, Shuqualak 1.00




Mt Zion Church

1.00
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April 26

Willing Hands Macon

4.00

May 5


Salem Church

          10.00

May 4th

Starkville Church
          15.00

May 14th

Buena Vista Church

3.50




Friendship Church

6.50

May 15th 

Bowie Church


1.00

May 18

G. T. S.


8.25

July 1


Montrose Church

2.50

July 18


Montrose Church

1.00

Oct. 2


G. T. S.


1.50



Sum total

        $67.60

Amts. disbursed as follows:

Forwarded to L. C. Inglis, Baltimore, Md.

May 6, 1885




        $43.35

May 16, 1885




          10.00

May 18, 1885




            9.25

Oct 2nd






5.00



Sum total

          67.60








G. T. Storey





Corr. Mem. Assembly’s Ex. Comm. on F. Missions.

The following vote of thanks was adopted. Resolved, That a vote of thanks be tendered to the citizens of Houston for their kind hospitality in furnishing transportation from the R.R. & in entertaining the members of Presbytery, to the M. & O. & N. O. & N. E. R.Rs., for reduced rates of fare, & to the churches of this place for their courtesy. 

Pending a motion to adjourn the minutes of to-day were read & approved. Presbytery then adjourned with singing, prayer and the Apostolic benediction to meet at Sanders​ville, 11 a.m., Wednesday before the 1st full moon in April 1886.








H. C. Smith, Mod.








Allen White, Clerk.

Attest:

G. T. Storey, S. C.
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Approved as far as written by Synod at Shreveport with the following exception, that Pres​bytery appointed a commission to examine and license a candidate for the ministry.

Nov 21st 1885.








Cyrus Harrington, Moderator.








Sandersville, Miss., April 14th 1886

The Presbytery of Tombeckbee met in the Presbyterian Church in Sandersville, Miss., Wednesday, April 14th 1886, 11 o’clock a.m., and was opened with a sermon at the re​quest of the Moderator by Rev. Z. B. Graves from I Cor. 2:2. After sermon Presbytery was constituted with prayer by the Moderator, Rev. H. C. Smith.

The roll was called & the following members answered to their names:

Ministers: Rev. A. H. Barkley


     Rev. A. B. Coit


     Rev. Z. B. Graves


     Rev. H. C. Smith


     Rev. G. T. Storey


     Rev. Jas. D. West

Ruling Elders:
Judge Wm M. Rogers, Starkville Church



W. H. Holmes, Aberdeen Church



W. A. Love, Bethel Church



R. F. Houston, Meridian Church



R. M. Sanders, Sandersville Church



M. F. Smith, Good Hope Church

Rev. Z. B. Graves was elected Moderator and Wm A. Love Temporary Clerk.

On motion Presbytery took recess until 3 o’clock p.m.
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Wednesday, 3 o’clock p.m.

Presbytery met; minutes of last meeting & the Standing Rules were read by the Stated Clerk. The hearing of the narratives from the churches was made the order for 3 o’clock tomorrow.

The Moderator announced the following standing committees:

Bills & Overtures—Rev. H. C. Smith & Elder R. F. Houston.

Judicial—Rev. A. H. Barkley & Elder Judge Wm M. Rogers.

Devotional Exercises—Rev. H. C. Smith & R. M. Sanders.

Statistical Report to Assembly—Rev. G. T. Storey & Judge Wm M. Rogers.

Report on Sabbath Schools—Rev. J. D. West & M. F. Smith.

Auditing Committee—Rev. A. B. Coit & R. F. Houston.

Minutes of Synod—Rev. A. H. Barkley & W. H. Holmes.

Leave of Absence—Rev. H. C. Smith & M. F. Smith.

Systematic Benevolence—Rev. A. B. Coit & Judge W. M. Rogers.

Narrative—Rev. J. D. West & W. H. Holmes.

On motion it was ordered that the report on Home Missions be heard Friday at 10 o’clock a.m.; the report on Foreign Missions at 3 o’clock p.m.; & the report of Education at 3:30 p.m.; & the report on Publication at 4 o’clock p.m.

The sessions of Presbytery were fixed at 8 to 11 o’clock a.m. and from 2:30 to 5 o’clock p.m.

Rev. J. D. West & Judge Wm M. Rogers were appointed a committee to select subjects for the Essay & Sermon & the essayist and preacher for the next meeting of Presbytery.

Presbytery adjourned until 8 a.m. tomorrow. Closed with prayer by Elder R. F. Houston.








Thursday, 8 o’clock a.m.

Presbytery met and spent half an hour in devotional exercises. Minutes of yesterday were read & approved.
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Rev. James M. Smith appeared in Presbytery & presented a letter of dismission from the Presbytery of Mississippi, and after the usual examination was received as member of this Presbytery.

Rev. J. D. West, chairman of the commission appointed to organize a Church at Osborn if the way be clear made a report which was adopted and is as follows: “The commission appointed to organize a Church at Osborn if the way be clear met at the church in Os​born, Jan. 30th 1886 after divine service. Present: Rev. J. D. West & Rev. G. T. Storey. Certi​ficates were called for & sixteen persons presented letters, none received by exami​nation. After the obligation prescribed in the Book of Church Order was entered into, the congre​gation proceeded to elect Mr. E. K. Hilyer and Mr. A. A. Montgomery Elders and Dr. S. A. Montgomery & Mr. J. E. Love Deacons. Mr. E. K. Hilyer, and Elder from Leb​a​non was installed and Messrs. J. E. Love & A. A. Montgomery & Dr. S. A. Montgomery were ordained & installed in the offices to which they had been elected. The Church is to be known & designated as the Osborn Presbyterian Church. There being no further busi​ness the commission adjourned with prayer sine die.

J. D. West, Chairman.

Presbytery adjourned until 8:30 tomorrow.








Closed with prayer.
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Thursday, Second Day.

Louisville was selected as the place for holding the fall meeting of Presbytery.

Reasons for absence from this meeting of Presbytery of Rev. M. J. McLean were sus​tained. Rev. M. J. McLean was granted permission to labor in the churches of Louisville, Carolina and Pleasant Springs.

Rev. B. F. Peters appeared & assigned reasons for tardiness which were sustained.

Rev. Jas. D. West requested Presbytery to dissolve the pastoral relation between himself & the Aberdeen Church, assigning as his reason that he felt it to be his duty to enter upon another work. On motion, the consideration of the subject was laid on the table.

The commission on Presbyterial Evangelism submitted a partial report which was re​ceived; whereupon Presbytery took recess until 2:30 p.m.








Thursday, 15th, 2:30 p.m.

Presbytery met and took up the regular order of business. Narratives from the following churches were read & referred to the Committee on Narrative: Macon, West Point, Pis​gah, Montrose, Columbus, Lauderdale, Aberdeen, Meridian, Friendship, Bethel, Stark​ville, Good Hope, Sandersville, Buena Vista, Vernal, Bywy, Lebanon, Houston, Heidel​berg, Pendleton, [and] Shiloh.

Rev. B. F. Peters, chairman of the committee to secure the church property at Enterprise made the following report which was adopted: The committee to
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enquire and report upon the offer of Enterprise Church property by Mrs. L. A. Patrick be directed to return to Mrs. L. A. Patrick the mortgage deed with the thanks of Presbytery for the offer of the property and assure her that under the circumstances Presbytery can take no action respecting it.

The commission appointed to organize a church at Bloomfield reported as follows which was adopted: “The commission consisting of Revs. B. F. Peters & H. C. Smith & Elder John C. F. Smith appointed at the stated meeting of Presbytery, fall of 1884, charged to dissolve Smyrna Church or to move said church to Bloomfield, or to a position on the Louisville Road near Bloomfield, or to constitute another church at Bloomfield, if the way be clear, would report: The commission met & was opened by prayer, May 30th 1885. Present: Rev. B. F. Peters and Elder John C. F. Smith; Absent: Rev. H. C. Smith. Due notice of the meeting and its object had been made. Smyrna Church was dissolved & the members admitted with others having letters of dismission from DeKalb Church to join the Church of Bloomfield at Bloomfield. The following were the members of the Smyrna Church, to wit:
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L. I. McNeil, Elder, J. D. Peden, Elder, M. J. Warren, Deacon, I. A. Clark, N. A. Peden, T. I. Peden, M. E. Peden, Willie Edwards, Julie Clark, L. Branning, A. E. Clark, Margaret Peden, Hora White, Sallie Wyatt, Clark Wyatt, I. D. Peden, A. M. Perkins, N. C. Hen​ckle, Ella Warren, Eva Campbell, Molly Harrison, D. A. Peden, Evaline Peden, Joe Rich​ard​son, Walter McKellar, Mrs. Jane McKeller, Ann Eliza McLaren, Robert Dunbar, Anna Peden, Maggie McNeil, J. McNeil, Mrs. N. Robertson, Archie Peden, J. F. Clark, Milton Smith, J. A. Campbell, John Peden, [and] Sallie F. Richardson (40), together with the following having letters from DeKalb Church, to wit: I. C. McRea, Elder, S. C. Mc​Rea, Josephus McRea, C. P. McRea, J. A. McRea, Effa McFee, F. A. Warren, Ann Elizabeth Clark, Addison McRea, [and] L. L. McRea (10) in all. 50 were constituted the Church of Bloomfield according to the Word of God and the faith and order of the Pres​by​​terian Church in the United States. L. J. McNeil & T. D. Peden, Elders of Smyrna Church & J. A. McRea, Elder from DeKalb Church were duly elected and installed elders of Bloomfield Church. Closed with Prayer.








Rev. B. F. Peters, Chairman.








J. C. F. Smith, Clerk.”

Vernal Church received permission to employ Rev. James M. Smith for six months. Bethel Church made a request for permission to employ Rev. G. T. Storey for next 12 months,
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which was granted as a matter of form, but it was moved & carried that the request of Bethel be accepted as compliance with Standing Rule No. 8 requiring that churches re​port their desire to continue the services of their Stated Supply.

Montrose Church reported that it desired to continue the services of Rev. A. B. Coit. Buena Vista Church reported that it desired to continue their engagement with Rev. J. N. Carothers.

Presbytery adjourned until 8 o’clock tomorrow morning.










Closed with prayer.








Third Day, Friday, April 16th 1886

Presbytery met and spent half of an hour in devotional exercises. Minutes of yesterday were read and approved.

Rev. H. C. Smith & Elder W. A. Love were elected principal commissioners to the General Assembly and Rev. B. F. Peters and Elder J. F. McCormick alternate commis​sioners.

Rev. J. W. Moseley appeared & gave reasons for tardiness which were sustained.

The Commission on Presbyterial Evangelism made an additional report which was re​ceived. It was moved that the partial report of the Commission on Presbyterial Evan​gel​ism be taken from the table and adopted.
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Pending the discussion of this report the Moderator announced that the hour of the first order of the day had arrived. On motion a recess was taken until 2:30 p.m.








2:30 p.m., Friday, 16th April

Presbytery met and proceeded with the order of the day. The chairman of the Committee of Home Missions made a report which was received & adopted and is as follows:

The Corresponding Member of the Assembly’s Committee of Home Missions in sub​mit​ting his annual report begs leave to state that the sum of thirty-six dollars 10/100 has been received for this cause during the past year from the following churches & indi​viduals, viz.:

Sustentation

Weir

$5.00




Crawford
2.00

West Point
  1.00




A young lady
1.00

Houston
  1.30




Sandersville
  .75

Buena Vista
  1.20




Toomsuba
1.25

Total 13.50

Evangelistic Work

West Point
  2.50




Friendship
3.00

Buena Vista
  2.00




Houston
2.00

Total 9.50

Invalid Fund

Starkville
  4.00




West Point
2.50

Buena Vista
  3.00




Macon

3.60

Total 13.10

Total for 3 departments
36.10

Receipts from Central Committee to supplement salaries:
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Last installment for 1885

Rev. A. H. Mecklin


$20.00

Rev. B. F. Peters


  32.00

Rev. M. J. McLean


  22.50

Rev. A. H. Barkley


  30.00
= 104.50

1st installment for 1886

Rev. B. F. Peters


  20.00

Rev. A. H. Barkley


  20.00

Rev. M. J. McLean


  20.00

Rev. A. H. Mecklin


  20.00
= 80.00

Invalid Fund

Last installment for 1885

Mrs. Bradshaw


  25.00

Mrs. Peden



  25.00

Mrs. Emerson



  25.00 = 75.00

1st installment for 1886

Mrs. Bradshaw


  25.00

Mrs. Peden



  25.00

Mrs. Emerson



  25.00
= 75.00







 334.50

Vouchers Nos. 1, 2, 3 & 4 drafts and statements exhibit the disbursements made. Other applications than those reported have been made for aid from the Sustentation, Evan​gel​istic and the Invalid Fund, but as yet no response has been received as to appropriations. From this report it will be seen that our drafts upon the Central Committee
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are largely in advance of our contributions to its treasury & hence other churches from other presbyteries are laid under contribution to furnish the gospel for our people. This ought not to be the case, nor would it if we were but possessed of the grace of giving which should ever characterize those who claim to be laborers in the Master’s vineyard. In view of the necessities of the Evangelistic Work & our duty to sustain it to the extent of our ability we recommend that this Presbytery pledge itself for the sum of two hundred dollars for Evangelistic work to be paid 1st of September next, & that this amount be ap​por​tioned among our churches.








Respectfully submitted,








A. H. Barkley, Cor. Member.

The Moderator appointed as a committee to apportion the $200 pledged in the above report for Evangelistic work among the churches. Rev. J. W. Moseley & Elders M. F. Smith & R. F. Houston.

The report of the Treasurer of Presbytery was read, received & adopted and is as follows: “The Treasurer in submitting this report would beg leave to state that he has received the following amount of Presbyterial Tax and Commissioners’ Fund for 1885:
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Montrose
              3.00



Good Hope

5.00

Treas., pro. tem.
16.00



Bethel 


3.70

Friendship

  2.00



Lauderdale

1.20

Montrose

    .90



Toomsuba

2.00
Sandersville

  2.00





          35.80

Disbursements

Salary, Stated Clerk, 1885
12.50

Treas. of Synod

  6.50

Salary, Stated Clerk, 1886
12.50




31.50





  4.30

Commissioners’ Fund

For 1885
Montrose
  1.00



Pendleton
  1.00

For 1886
Lawrence
  1.00



Lebanon
  1.00



Starkville
  5.00



Carolina
  1.00



Houston
  2.00



Friendship
  2.00



Buena Vista 
  1.00



Montrose
  1.50



Good Hope
  1.00



Bethel

  2.00



Shiloh

  1.00



Lauderdale
  2.00



Toomsuba
  2.00



Meridian
  8.00



Sandersville
  1.50
=
34.00

Disbursement

Paid Commissioners

34.00







Respectfully submitted,







A. H. Barkley, Treas.
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The Auditing Committee reported, which [report] was received & adopted & is as fol​lows: Your Auditing Comm. would respectfully report that we have examined the vou​chers, drafts &c. of the Presbytery’s Corresponding Member of the Assembly’s Comm. of Home Missions & find them correct.







A. B. Coit, Chairman.

The committee on the sessional records of Macon reported them correct except that the statistical report and narrative are not recorded. Adopted.

The comm. on the sessional records of Meridian Church reported approving the records with the following exceptions: 1 On page 170 is found a record of a meeting of session where it seems two ruling elders received members into the Church without the pastor’s presence; 2. On page 174 is a record of a meeting of Session from which it does not appear whether or not a quorum is present. Adopted.

The comm. on Sandersville’s record recommend their approval as far as written with the following exceptions: 1: That a separate roll is not kept of the baptized members & the regular communicants of the Church. Adopted.

The comm. on the records of West Point Church reported recommending their approval as far as written. Adopted.
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The report of the chairman of the Comm. on Foreign Missions made report which was adopted & is as follows: The Missionary Society composed of Ladies of Starkville Church has sent through my hands a P. O. order for ten dollars; Rev. G. T. Storey sent the same amt. in P. O. Order which were both forwarded & I have receipts. Sandersville Church paid into my hands last fall 75 cents, which I have retained until I might get more to send with it to lessen expense. If however none is paid during this Presbytery I propose to send it. I have sent Dr. Houston a list of Stated Clerks and the names of some ladies to put him in direct communication with sessions & the ladies who could assist in founding aid societies.








J. D. West, Chairman.

The Committee on the Minutes of Synod made the following report which was adopted. The Comm. on Minutes of Synod would call the attention of Presbytery & the churches under its care to the recommendations of Synod (1) On the South-Western Presbyterian on page 12, Articles 6 & 18; (2) To resolutions on the Sabbath, page 15, Article 6.







A. H. Barkley, W. H. Holmes, Committee.
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The following resolution offered by Rev. A. H. Barkley was adopted: By way of mani​festing an abiding interest in the South-Western Presbyterian and of commending it to others we hereby heartily recommend the paper to the membership of the Churches in our bounds and endorse Rev. G. T. Storey as its Associate Editor and pledge to him our sup​port in his arduous labors in this capacity.

Bloomfield Church reported that it had employed Rev. B. F. Peters as its Stated Supply for 12 mos., ¼ of his time at a salary of $120.00. 

Toomsuba Church reported that it had employed Rev. B. F. Peters for 1 Sabbath in each month for 12 mos. at a salary of $60.00/100. 

Lauderdale Church reported that it had employed Rev. B. F. Peters one Sabbath in each month for 12 mos. Salary $100.00/100.

Rev. A. H. Barkley introduced to Presbytery Mr. William P. Patrick, a member of the En​terprise Church who after the usual examination was received under the care of Presby​tery as a candidate for the gospel ministry.

The following committees were appointed on sessional records:

Macon—Rev H. C. Smith, Elder W. H. Homes.

Columbus—Rev. G. T. Storey & Elder R. M. Sanders.

Aberdeen & Starkville—Rev. A. H. Barkley & Elder M. F. Smith.

Bethel—Rev. H. C. Smith, Elder R. F. Houston.

Lauderdale—Rev. A. B. Coit, Elder T. S. Tyson.

West Point & Good Hope—Rev. B. F. Peters & Judge Wm M. Rogers.

[Note by Stated Clerk: This record is out of place but as he found it recorded by the Tem​p​orary Clerk.]
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Reasons for absence of Rev. R. B. McAlpine from the present meeting of Presbytery were sustained.

Presbytery adjourned with prayer by Rev. A. B. Coit to meet tomorrow morning at 8 o’clock.








Saturday, April 17th, 8 o’clock a.m.

Presbytery met and spent half an hour in devotional exercises. Minutes of yesterday were read and adopted.

The committee on the records of Bethel made report recommending the approval of the minutes as far as written. Adopted.

The Committee on Narrative made the following report which was adopted: Your com​mittee would report that the facts of the following narrative are gleaned from twenty-one churches that reported—

1. Four churches report the attendance upon worship as improved since the last report; four​teen report it good; two declining in this regard, [and] one about as usual.

2. Three churches report improvement in family religion; six represent the observance of the duties of this obligation met with a good degree of diligence; six report it in a de​clin​ing condition; three consider it is in about the usual state of observance; while five do not report at all.

3. Sabbath Observance. One church
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reports improvement; twelve report the observance of the day as good; one notes a de​cline; one thinks it about as usual; while six do not report.

4. Sabbath Schools. Two report their schools improved; eight regard them as good; five have no schools; six do not report; two may be regarded as in the usual condition of no progress or declining.

5. Catechetical Instruction. One reports improvement; four regard themselves as entitled to the grade “good;” five report it neglected; & eleven do not report.

6. Outpouring of the Holy Ghost. One reports six additions; one, twenty-seven; one, twenty-one; one, eleven; one, thirteen; fifteen either make no report or report no revivals.

7. Intemperance. One church reports progress in overcoming these sins; sixteen pro​nounce their condition in this respect “good; one reports its condition as usual; and one considers their church on the decline in this respect; two fail to report.

8. Preaching. Twelve churches report preaching once a month; two 3 Sabbaths a month; & two employ the minister’s entire time; the other five make no report.

9. Systematic Beneficence. Four report they use the Assembly’s plan; eight use it in part; one reports no plan; the remaining eight make no report.
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10. Work for Colored People. Two report that a place is provided for the colored people in the regular service; eight report that no provision is made for preaching to them; eleven do not report.








J. D. West, Chairman.

The Committee of Sabbath Schools made a report which was adopted. 

The Comm. on Presbyterial Sermon & Essay made the following report which was adopted: The Committee on Presbyterial Sermon & Essay submit the following report—1. Presbyterial Sermon: Text—Phil: 1:21, “For me to live is Christ.” W. Essay: Subject—“What is the Source of the Spiritual Lethargy among the Male Lay Members of our Church?” Prin​cipal Essayist: Rev. Z. B. Graves. Alternate: Rev. G. T. Storey.








Wm M. Rogers, Chairman.

Moved and adopted that unfinished business be laid on the table.

The partial report of the Commission on Presbyterial Evangelism was taken from the table and adopted, and is as follows: The Commission of Tombeckbee appointed at its session in Houston, & charged with the duty of selecting an Evangelist and providing means for his support for the year 1886 met in Starkville,
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Miss., Feb. 8th 1886 and was opened with prayer. Present: Rev. G. T. Storey, chairman, & Judge Wm M. Rogers. The other members of the comm., viz.: Rev. A. B. Coit & Elder J. F. McCormick having been consulted personally & by correspondence, the members present by their advice and consent took the following action: Resolved 1. That Presby​tery assume the payment of $500 for one year’s service by an Evangelist to labor in her bounds, provided that this sum can be raised in the churches served by pastors & stated supplies, or individuals consenting thereto; That Presbytery ask of the Assembly’s Com​mittee for the annual support of our Evangelist, a sum not less than $200; That Rev. James D. West be invited to engage in this work at once upon the terms above stated. The commission adjourned to meet at the call of the chairman if necessary. Closed with prayer by Judge Wm M. Rogers.








G. T. Storey, Chairman








Wm M. Rogers, Clerk

The comm. on records of Good Hope made the following report which was adopted: Your comm. recommend the approval of the minutes of Good Hope as far as written with the following exceptions: 1. The book has not been before Presbytery since April 1878; 2. The book is not paged; 3. In several cases Session was not closed with prayer;
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4. The reports to Presbytery are not recorded.

The comm. appointed to examine the sessional records of the Aberdeen Ch. report they have examined the same & recommend their approval with the following exceptions: 1. On page 197 the ordination of an Elder is recorded but the minutes fail to show that said ordination was done by the Session or that the Session was constituted for said purpose; 2. The above minute does not show that the pastor or any of the Elders were present at the time the ordination was performed. Adopted.

The comm. on the records of Starkville Church reported recommending their approval as far as written with the following exceptions: A want of uniformity in keeping the minutes which indicates great carelessness on the part of the Clerk. Adopted.

Presbytery took recess until 2:30 p.m.








Saturday, 2:30 p.m.

Presbytery met and took up the order of business. The Commission on Presbyterial Evan​gelism made an additional report which was adopted and is as follows: The commission met in Sandersville, Miss., April 16th 1886 & was opened with prayer. Present: Revs G. T. Storey & A. B. Coit and Elder Wm M. Rogers. The following paper was unanimously adopted—
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Resolved 1. That we report progress & ask that the commission be continued; 2. That Rev. G. T. Storey be elected treasurer of the commission with authority to receipt for & disburse the funds for this cause; 3. That the commission cause to be brought to the knowledge of the Churches the progress we have made; the confessed ability of the cho​sen Evangelist; the sacrifices he makes in taking charge of this work in leaving a good sal​​ary & entering this work for so small a compensation; that the amounts promised for his salary will be expected one-half in May and the balance in November; 4. That the Evan​gelist be instructed to take up collections in the churches in which he labors & report the same to the treasurer of the commission; 5. That it be the duty of the Evangelist to give his labors principally to vacant churches and points where there is a promise of or​gan​ization; but he may in his discretion hold revival services anywhere in the Presbytery; 6. That Presbytery defer any action touching the grouping of the churches for six months. The commission adjourned with prayer to meet at the call of the chairman.








G. T. Storey, Chairman








Wm M. Rogers, Sec’y

The request of Rev. J. D. West for the dissolution of the pastoral relation
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between himself and the Aberdeen Church, the Church reluctantly concurring in the re​quest, was granted. The evangelist, Rev. James D. West was according to Form of Gov., Chap. IV, Section II, Par. 6, entrusted with power to organize Churches & ordain Ruling Elders & Deacons therein.

The Committee on Systematic Beneficence mad the following report which was adopted:

Sustentation, 10 churches contributing
$56.15.

Invalid Fund, 6 churches contributing
  25.45

Foreign Missions, 9 churches contributing
205.45

Education, 12 churches contributing

  61.60

Publication, 4 churches contributing

  17.30

Tuscaloosa Inst. (col.), 2 churches contributing 6.00

Presbyterial 




  46.70

The committee on the sessional records of Columbus Church report[ed] recommending their approval from page 204 to 219 with the following exceptions: 1. There are large blanks on pages 207, 212, & 213; 2. On page 217 under date of Feb. 8th is the record of the ordination of Mr. McQuoun [?] which occurred Jan 9th 1886. It does not therefore appear in the record that he was ordained by the Session. 

The ad interim Comm. on the Revised Directory made the following report which was adopted:
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The ad interim committee appointed to report on the recommendations of the General Assembly with reference to the Revised Directory would recommend, That it is the sense of this body that the whole matter be indefinitely postponed.

It was moved and carried that the Churches of Pisgah and Lawrence be authorized to complete their sessional records as far as they can obtain data.

The committee appointed to apportion the $200 Presbytery agreed to try to raise for the cause of Evangelization among the churches reported the following apportionment which was adopted:

Columbus

$20


Hamilton


3

Starkville

  15


Enterprise


3

Meridian

  15


Philadelphus


3

West Point

    8


Garlandsville


4

Macon


    8


Pisgah



3

Crawford

    4


Pendleton


1

Bethel


    5


Montrose & Mt Zion

1 each.

Knox


  10


Good Hope & Hattiesburg
2.50 each.

Lauderdale

    3


Sandersville & Lawrence
2 each.

Wahalak

    3


Newton


1

Okolona

    8


Bethsalem


3

Friendship

    5


Bloomfield


3

Louisville

    2


Pleasant Spring

2

DeKalb

    2


Carolina


2

Houston

    5


Unity



1

Buena Vista

    2


Centre Point


1

Toomsuba

    3


Paulding


1
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The ad interim committee appointed to consider the amendment to Book of Church Or​der, Form of Gov., Chap. IV, Sec. 2, Par. 6, touching the powers of the Foreign Evan​gel​ist respectfully submit to Presbytery the following report: After a due consi​deration of the matter committed to us we report advising that Presbytery do not give its consent to the amendment recommended by the Houston Assembly:

1. Because we do not believe a Presbytery has the constitutional right to ordain ministers outside of its own territorial bounds.

2. Because the presence of other Evangelists as provided for in the amendment in no wise meets the requirement of the constitution that ordination must be the act of a court.

3. Because we think it unjust in principle and dangerous in policy to make the native for​eign minister a member of the home presbytery and so make him liable to trial by a for​eign court.







        G. T. Storey, Wm M. Rogers, Comm.

The above report was adopted.

The following vote of thanks was adopted by Presbytery & ordered read from the pulpit tomorrow morning:
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Resolved, [1.] That the thanks of this Presbytery are tendered to the good people of San​ders​ville & vicinity for their hospitality to the members of this body during its present sessions. 2. That the thanks for this body are due to the several railroads which have granted to its members reduced rates in fare in returning to their several homes.






Presbytery took recess until divine service at night.

After divine service Presbytery was called to order by the Moderator. There being no fur​ther business before Presbytery a motion was made to adjourn. Pending this motion the min​utes of today were read and approved, after which Presbytery adjourned to meet in Louisville, 11 a.m., Wednesday before the 1st full moon in Oct. 1886, Closed with sing​ing, prayer and the Apostolic benediction.








Rev. Z. B. Graves, Mod.








W. A. Love, Tem. Clerk

Attest: G. T. Storey, S. C.








Louisville, Miss., Oct 6th 1886

The Presbytery of Tombeckbee met pursuant to adjournment in the Presbyterian Church in Louisville, Miss. at 11 o’clock a.m., Oct 6th 1886, and by invitation was opened with a sermon by Rev. A. H. Barkley from 2 Samuel 23:5. The sessions of Presbytery were
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constituted with prayer by Rev. Z. B. Graves the Moderator. The Stated Clerk being ab​sent the Rev. A. H. Barkley was chosen Stated Clerk pro. tem. 

The following members were present:

Ministers—

Ruling Elders—

Z. B. Graves

R. P. Smyth


from 

Louisville Church

A. B. Coit

J. Y. Lipscomb



Knox Church

M. J. McLean

Thos. Lofton




Carolina Church

A. H. Barkley

A. B. Coit was chosen Moderator & J. Y. Lipscomb Temporary Clerk. 

The sessions of Presbytery were fixed from 8:30 to 11 o’clock a.m. & 2:30 to 5 p.m. & from 8 to 10 at night.

Rev. J. N. Fox of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church was invited to sit as a visiting bro​ther.

The Moderator appointed R. P. Smith, Thos. Lofton and Rev. M. J. McLean, Committee on Devotional Exercises.





Presbytery took recess until after divine service tonight.

After divine service Presbytery met, present as this morning with the addition of Revs. G. T. Storey & J. D. West, who appeared and gave reasons for tardiness which were sus​tained. The following Ruling Elders were enrolled:

Albion Ames of Starkville Church

A. A. Montgomery of Osborn Church

W. J. McFarland of Heidelberg Church

W. A. Love of Bethel Church

W. H. Holmes of Aberdeen Church

Thos. Kerr of Weir Church
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J. A. McRea of Bloomfield Church

S. L. Henderson of Pleasant Springs

Reasons for absence from the present sessions of Presbytery were read from Revs. J. N. Carothers & R. B. McAlpine, which were sustained. 

The Moderator announced the following standing committees:

Bills & Overtures—Revs. Z. B. Graves & A. H. Barkley & Ruling Elders J. Y. Lipscomb & W. J. McFarland.

Narrative—Rev. P. Gowan, Thos. Lofton, R. P. Smyth and J. A. McRea.

Leave of Absence—Elders J. Y. Lipscomb & W. H. Holmes.

Minutes of Gen’l Assembly—Revs J. D. West & G. T. Storey, Elder A. Ames.

Statistical Report—W. A. Love, Thos. Kerr, S. L. Henderson.

Judicial—G. T. Storey, W. H. Holmes, A. Ames, & W. A. Love.

Auditing—W. H. Holmes, A. Ames, & A. A. Montgomery.

Rev. Peter Gowan of the Presbytery of Tuskaloosa being present was invited to sit as a cor​responding member. 

Presbytery adjourned until 8:30 o’clock tomorrow morning.










Closed with prayer.







Thursday morning, Oct. 7th 1886, 8:30 a.m.

Presbytery met and was opened with prayer. After spending half an hour in devotional ex​er​cises, the minutes of yesterday were read and approved. The minutes of the last spring meeting of presbytery were read by the stated clerk.







          Presbytery took recess until 2:30 p.m.

Presbytery was called to order by the Moderator. On motion Presbytery on its final ad​journ​ment in Louisville will adjourn to meet in Knox Church at Scooba, Miss., 9 o’clock a.m., Oct 30th 1886.
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Reasons for absence from present meeting of Presbytery were given for Rev. B. F. Peters & were sustained.

Two overtures to the General Assembly were read by Rev. J. D. West & were referred to the Comm. on Bills & Overtures.

A certificate dismissing Rev. P. Gowan from Tuskaloosa Presbytery to join Tombeckbee Presbytery was received. After the examination required, Rev. P. Gowan’s name was en​rolled in Presbytery. Rev. Z. B. Graves and Elders Wm Stephenson & A. A. Mont​gom​ery were appointed a committee to examine the call of Rev. P. Gowan to the Aberdeen Church. The comm. reported the call in order & recommended that it be placed in his hands, whereupon Bro. Gowan signified his acceptance; and the same comm. was con​tin​ued to make arrangement for his installation as pastor of the Aberdeen Church.

Rev. G. T. Storey read a statement from Rev. D. D. Sanderson, D.D., touching the prog​ress, promise & needs of Presbytery’s candidate, J. M. Coleman who is prosecuting his studies in the Tuscaloosa Institute for Training Colored Candidates. It was referred to the Corresponding Member of the Assembly’s Committee on Home Missions.

The Corresponding Member of the Assembly’s Commission on Foreign Missions made the following report which was adopted:
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“Since the last meeting of Presbytery six dollars have been sent by me to the Central Committee; namely, Bethel Ch. 5.25, Sandersville Ch. .75 = $6.00, for which I have the acknowledgement of Rev. M. H. Houston, D.D. I desire to complete the list of Clerks of Session to forward to the Central Comm., that it may be enabled to address the sessions directly & would be obliged to the brethren to aid me in completing the list.








Respectfully submitted,








J. D. West, Chm.[”]

The committee to arrange for the installation of Rev. P. Gowan reported, recommending the 1st Sab. in Dec. 1886 as the time and the following commission: Rev. Jas D. West to preside, preach the sermon & propound the constitutional questions, Rev. A. H. Barkley to charge the pastor & Rev. R. B. McAlpine to charge the people with Elder A. A. Montgomery. Adopted.

Commissioners to the Augusta Assembly made their report which was received & adopted and their fidelity commended. 

The Committee on Bills & Overtures made a report on Overture No. 1 which is, “The Pres​bytery of Tombeckbee would respectfully overture the General Assembly to submit to the Presbyteries for their advice & consent the following amendment to Ch. VI, Sec. I, Par. II, Form of government: “But Presbytery has authority to send its Evangelist to a vacancy in its bounds until the church secures a minister.” The report was received & adopted. The same comm. made a report on Overture No. 2 
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which is, “The Presbytery of Tombeckbee would respectfully overture the General As​sembly to take the constitutional steps necessary to amend the Form of Government by adding to Chap. V, Sec. III, Par. V, the following: “Before the organization of a pres​bytery in the Foreign Field, the session moderated by the Foreign Evangelist in charge may be entrusted with power by the General Assembly in specific cases to ordain and try native evangelists and pastors under its jurisdiction.”

The committee recommended that it be not adopted, whereupon the committee, consist​ing of Revs. Z. B. Graves & A. H. Barkley & Elder J. Y. Lipscomb was made an ad in​terim com​mittee & a further consideration of the subject postponed until Spring Presby​tery.





Presbytery took recess until after divine service tonight.

After divine service Presbytery was called to order by the Moderator. Rev. J. D. West, Evangelist made a full & gratifying report of his labors since last April. The report was received & his diligence & zeal heartily commended.

Knox Ch. was chosen as the place for holding the Spring meeting of Presbytery.

Standing Rule No. 5 was amended by substituting Thursday for Wednesday
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Presbytery adjourned to meet [at] 8:30 a.m. tomorrow.










Closed with prayer.








8:30 a.m., Friday, Oct 8th 1886

Presbytery met and spent half an hour in devotional exercises. Minutes of yesterday were read and approved. 

The Corresponding Member of the Assembly’s Comm. of Education made the following report which was rec’d and adopted: “I have no report to make as the churches have paid nothing and Dr. Richardson, so far as I have knowledge, has received nothing for Edu​cation.








Z. B. Graves, Chairman.

The Corresponding Member of the Assembly’s Committee on Home Missions made the following report which was adopted: The Corresponding Member of the Assembly’s Committee on Home Missions would report that the sum of $81.92/100 have been received since the last meeting of Presbytery from the following sources:

Sustentation

Weir Ch.

2.40 =


2.40

Invalid Fund

Buena Vista Ch.
1.50

Friendship Ch. 
1.00

Houston Ch.

1.50 =


6.10

Evangelistic Work



1.75

Received from the Central Committee

For Mrs. Mary McLean

          30.00

For Rev. J. D. West, Evangelist of Pby.       41.67



Total

        $81.92








Respectfully submitted,






A. H. Barkley, Cor. Mem. of Assembly’s Comm.
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The Treasurer’s report was received & adopted and is as follows: The Treasurer would sub​mit the following report—

Amount on hand per last report

  4.55

Per Capita Tax received at present meeting:

Columbus Church



15.00

Starkville




  5.25

Okolona




  5.00

Crawford




    .50

Lawrence




  1.50

Bloomfield




  2.50

Pleasant Springs



  2.50

Weir





  1.70

Osborn





  2.60

Bethsalem




  2.50

Carolina




  3.50

Heidelberg




  2.00

Bethel





  2.50

Aberdeen




  8.50

Ackerman




    .50

Sandersville for Comm. Fund


  2.00

58.00








62.55

Disbursements—Stated Clerk’s Salary


12.50
Total in hand






50.05








Respectfully submitted,








A. H. Barkley, Treasurer.

Rev. G. T. Storey & Elders T. J. Boone & A. A. Montgomery were appointed a com​mittee to make the assessments for Commissioners’ Fund.

 The order of the day was taken up and narratives were read from the following churches:

West Point,
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Okolona, Friendship, Houston, Heidelberg, Columbus, Carolina, Enterprise, Bloomfield, Starkville, Bethel, Buena Vista, Aberdeen, Lebanon, Weir, Bethsalem, Mt Zion, & Os​born.







           Presbytery took recess until 2:30 p.m.








2:30 p.m., Friday, Oct. 8th 1886.

Standing committees were called and asked for more time. A paper was presented to Presbytery by Rev. G. T. Storey touching a Memorial Fund in 1888 for the S. W. Pres​byterian University. It was referred to an ad interim committee consisting OF Rev. P. Gowan & Elder W. H. Holmes.

Lebanon Church was granted permission to continue their present arrangement with Rev. A. H. Mecklin.

Weir Ch. was permitted to employ Rev. James A. Mecklin for one-fourth his time.

Osborn Church was given permission to employ Rev. G. T. Storey for part of his time with the consent of Starkville Church.

Revs. J. D. West, G. T. Storey & Elder A. Ames were appointed a committee to select the subjects for the Presbyterial Sermon & Essay & nominate preachers & essayists.

9:30 a.m. tomorrow was fixed as the time to hear the essay.

Rev. A. B. Coit was requested to prepare for the next meeting of Presbytery a memorial of Rev. S. J. Love.

Mt Zion Ch. was given permission to continue its present arrangement with Rev. A. H. Mecklin until the spring meeting of Presbytery.
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Bethsalem Church was given permission to continue the services of Rev. A. H, Mecklin.

Heidelberg received permission to employ Rev. A. B. Coit for ¼ of his time with a com​pensation of $125.

Presbytery adopted the following paper. “It is the judgment of this Presbytery that it is the duty of the Corresponding Member of the Assembly’s Committees on Education & Home Missions & Publication to present the causes to all the churches by correspondence or other​wise sufficiently in advance of the day of [the] collection to give full time for pub​lication to the people; and it is the duty of the Corresponding Member of the Assem​bly’s Comm. on Foreign Missions to see that the Central Committee is furnished with a full and accurate list of Clerks of Sessions to put that committee in direct com​munication with the churches; and further to render such assistance as is practicable to the Central Com​mittee in raising a contribution from all the churches that fail to report to his call by direction of [the] Central Committee. All these corresponding members shall make a full report to Presbytery at each meeting.”

Commission to organize a Church at Bethsalem for the colored Presbyterians in that Church if the way be clear, was continued & Rev. G. T. Storey & Elder
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T. J. Boone were added to the commission.

Presbytery adjourned to meet at 8:30 a.m. tomorrow.









      Closed with prayer.








Oct. 9th 1886, 8:30 a.m., Saturday

Presbytery was called to order by the Moderator & opened with prayer. Half an hour was spent in devotional exercises. Minutes of yesterday were read & approved.

Pleasant Springs Ch. received permission to employ Rev. M. J. McLean for ¼ his time.

Carolina Church was given permission to employ Rev. M. J. McLean ¼ of his time.

Carolina Church was given permission to employ Rev. M. J. McLean ¼ of his time.

The Committee on Presbyterial Sermon & Essay made the following report which was received and adopted: Sermon: “Christian Beneficence the Antidote of Covetousness.” Text: Matt. XXV:40: “Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these ye have done it unto Me.” Rev. G. T. Storey, principal, Rev. R. B. McAlpine, alternate. Essay: “How Neglect of Family & Social Prayer affects the Progress of the Church.” Rev. A. H. Barkley, principal, Rev. J. M. Smith, alternate.

The Committee on the Minutes of the Gen’l Assembly made the following report which was adopted: “We would respectfully call the attention of Presbytery to the Assembly’s actions 

1. Found in the Report of the Standing Comm. on Education, page 29 Min. of Assembly, pass. 3, 4, 5 & 7; 

2. On page 34, in Par. 9 to Assembly’s request that all pastors preach on or about the 1st of Jan. ’87 on our duty to the Mission work at home.
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3. On page 35, paragraphs 2-4 of the report of the Standing Comm. on Foreign Missions.

4. To report of Standing Comm. on Sab. Schools, page 45.

5. On page 46 to report of Standing Comm. on Publication and recommend the adoption of the following: The Presbytery takes this opportunity to recommend to the pastors & workers of our Church Sabbath Schools to use the most earnest efforts & means prac​ticable to increase the patronage given to the publications of our committee.

6. On page 52, to report of Comm. on the Sabbath, & recommended that all our ministers preach on the observance of the Sabbath before the spring meeting of Presbytery.








J. D. West, Chairman

The committee appointed to assess the churches for the Commissioners’ Fund beg leave to submit the following assessments:

West Point

3


Crawford

1

Garlandsville

2


Pisgah


2

Montrose

2


Heidelberg

2

Pendleton

2


Newton

1

Columbus
          10


Louisville

2

Carolina

1


Pleasant Springs
1

Lauderdale 

2


Toomsuba

1

Bloomfield

2


Starkville

6

Bethel


2


Good Hope

2

Sandersville

2


Bowie


1

Shiloh 


1


Vernal


1

Salem


1


Meridian

8

Houston

2


Friendship

2
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Buena Vista

2


Aberdeen

7

Macon


4


Lebanon

1

Bywy


1


Weir


2

Mt Zion

2


Bethsalem

2

Ackerman

1


Hamilton

2

Unity


2


Centre Point

1

Knox


4


Okolona

5

Lawrence

2


Wahalak

1

DeKalb

1


Paulding

1

Enterprise

4


Philadelphus

2

Enon


1


Osborn


2







G. T. Storey, Chmn.

This report was adopted.

Presbytery took up the hour of the day, viz.: the hearing of the Essay. Rev. Z. B. Graves the essayist not being present the roll of Presbytery was called & the following persons made remarks: Revs. A. B. Coit, M. J. McLean, G. T. Storey, J. D. West & P. Gowan, and Elder T. J. Boone.







Presbytery took recess until 11 o’clock a.m.








11 a.m.

Presbytery was called to order by the Moderator, & Rev. J. D. West preached the [Pres​by​terial] Sermon from Phil 1:21: “For me to live is Christ.”







Presbytery took recess until 2:30 p.m.








2:30 p.m.

Presbytery met & resumed business. The following vote of thanks was passed: “Resolved that the thanks of this Presbytery are due & are hereby tendered to the people of Louis​ville for their kind hospitality to us during our stay in their community, and to the railroads that have extended favors to us.”
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The Committee on [the] Narrative submitted the following narrative which was adopted & ordered forwarded to Synod: “The committee appointed to prepare the Narrative of Presbytery respectfully report that they have had eighteen narratives from the churches placed in their hands for examination. From these they have gathered the following facts.

1. Twelve report good attendance upon social & public worship.

2. Three report that family worship is well observed.

3. Ten report a good observance of the Sabbath.

4. Six report the Sabbath schools in good condition.

5. Six report the maintenance of catechetical instruction.

6. Nine report special outpouring of the Holy Spirit.

7. Nearly all report that intemperance and worldly amusements & other forms of sin are not prevalent, and in most cases intemperance does not exist.

8. From the reports received, the churches are more or less supplied with the ministration of the Word, though there is doubtless a sad want in this respect in many parts of our Presbytery.

9. Only seven of our churches report a fair observance of the important duty of systematic beneficence
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though it is hoped that others who do not report are attending to this matter.

10. There seems to be no special efforts in our churches in behalf of the colored people, though in some cases they attend upon our ministry and are numbered among our com​municants.

From these statements it will be observed that there are some things reported by the churches for which we should be profoundly grateful unto God, and which should greatly encourage us—chief among which is the special presence & power of God’s Spirit in many of our churches, resulting in the addition of 207 to our number together with the strengthening of God’s people and the renewal of their consecration to Him. Then, the evi​dent declining of the sin of intemperance & other forms of sin among our people, as shown by these reports should cause us to ‘thank God & take courage.’ Again, there seems to be an encouraging state of things in regard to attendance upon the public wor​ship of God &. These and other things should make us thankful to God, & stimulate us to more diligent effort in the future. But on the other hand we have room to deplore a man​i​fest lack of fidelity in regard to many important duties on the part of many of our churches. Chief among these is the neglect of
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family worship and other duties pertaining to family religion—a matter that lies at the very foundation of the spiritual prosperity of our beloved Church, and the neglect of which must sooner or later tell upon her power & influence as a true witness for Christ. Again, the interest taken in the Sunday school work does not seem to be what it should be, nor do our people seem to realize the sacred duty and privilege to contribute of their substance to the work of the Lord as they should do. In view of all this, it becomes us as a Presbytery, to humble ourselves before God & acknowledge our shortcomings to Him, to implore his gracious forgiveness and to entreat Him to pour out upon us yet more abun​dantly His gracious Spirit, that as a people we may be more faithful & diligent in the fu​ture.








P. Gowan, Chmn.

The standing committee submitted the following report which was adopted on Statistics: We would respectfully report to Synod that we have 48 churches, 15 ministers, having lost by death Rev. S. J. Love, & received by letter Rev. P. Gowan from Tuskaloosa Pres​by​tery & ordained Mr. E. B. Witherspoon to the full work of the ministry
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We have one colored licentiate. We have 5 candidates, 3 white and two colored. Our next regular meeting will be in Knox Church, Scooba, Miss., Thursday, 11 a.m., before the first full moon in April. G. T. Storey, Starkville, Miss. is the Stated Clerk.








Thos. A. Kerr, Chm.

The Commission on Presbyterial Evangelism submitted the following report which was adopted. The commission met in Louisville, Miss., Oct 9th 1886 and was opened with prayer. Present: Revs. G. T. Storey and A. B. Coit. Absent: Judge W. M. Rogers & Mr J. F. McCormick. 

The Treasurer made the following report which was approved and ordered to be laid before Presbytery: The Treasurer of the Presbyterial Evangelistic Commission would re​port that he had rec’d the following amounts from the sources indicated:

April 19th

Pisgah Church



10.00

April 29

Enterprise Church


  8.00




Heidelberg Church


  6.50




Philadelphus Church


15.00

May 2


A lady, per A. H. Barkley

  1.00

May 5


Rev. J. D. West


12.50




Ackerman Church


  6.50

May 21

Pisgah (J. F. McCormick)

  5.00




Hamilton Church


11.25




Unity Church



14.05

May 25

DeKalb Church


10.45

May 27

G. T. Storey



25.00

May 31

Ackerman Church


  9.35

June 22

Enterprise Church


70.00




Pisgah Church



10.00

June 30

Osborn
 Church


  8.00
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July 9


Philadelphus Church


  5.60




Lawrence Church


20.90

Aug 4


Unity Church



30.00




Hamilton Church


16.50




Louisville Church


  1.00




Pleasant Springs


    .65




Carolina Church


  2.00

Aug 13


Osborn
 Church


21.45




Good Hope Church


  5.00

Aug 17


Columbus Church


55.00




Okolona Church


  5.00

Sept 10

De Kalb Church


14.10




Montrose Church


  5.00




Pendleton Church


  8.20




Central Committee


41.65

Sept 21

Macon Church



47.90

Oct 5


Starkville Church


50.00




Mt Zion Church


15.55




Rev. J. D. West


25.00




Columbus Church


  5.00

Oct 8


Houston Church


  4.55




Buena Vista Church


  5.75




Friendship Church


  1.00




Heidelberg Church


10.50



Total



          619.50

The receipts accompanying this report will show that the whole amt. has been paid to the Evangelist, Rev. J. D. West.








G. T. Storey, Mod. of Comm.

The commission resolved to ask Presbytery to discharge the commission & to reappoint it as a committee. Resolved, that we report to Presbytery that as yet we
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have been unable to make any satisfactory grouping of the churches & that we ask for more time. The commission adjourned sine die. Closed with prayer.








G. T. Storey, Chairman.

The Treasurer’s report & vouchers were referred to the Auditing Committee.





Presbytery took recess until after divine service at night.

After preaching at night, Presbytery was called to order by the Moderator. The Auditing Committee reported that the Treasurer’s account & the vouchers corresponded. The re​port was rec’d and adopted.

Motion for adjournment was made. Pending this motion the minutes of today were read and approved. Presbytery adjourned with singing & prayer and the Apostolic benediction to meet in Knox Church at Scooba, Miss., Saturday, 9 a.m., Oct. 30th 1886.








Rev. A. B. Coit, Mod.








J. Y. Lipscomb, Tem. Clk.

Attest:

G. T. Storey, S. C.








Scooba, Miss., Oct 30th 1886

Presbytery met on its own adjournment in the Knox Church at 9 o’clock a.m. and after singing and reading of the Scriptures was constituted with prayer by Rev. Z. B. Graves last moderator present.

Members present—Ministers: Z. B. Graves, B. F. Peters & A. H. Barkley; Elders: J. Y. Lipscomb, Knox Church and Franklin Clark, Wahalak Church.

The Moderator being absent the Rev. Z. B. Graves was chosen Moderator & the Temp​orary Clerk
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J. Y. Libscomb having declined to serve Rev. A. H. Barkley was chosen in his stead.

A call from the Knox Church for the pastoral services of E. B. Witherspoon a licentiate of this Presbytery was read & referred to a committee consisting of Revs. Z. B. Graves & B. F. Peters.

Presbytery then proceeded to the examination of E. B. Witherspoon on experimental re​lig​ion, his motives for seeking the gospel ministry, his knowledge of philosophy, theol​ogy, ecclesiastical history & Greek, all of which were sustained as parts of his trial.






          Presbytery took recess until 2:30 o’clock p.m.








2:30 p.m.

Presbytery met & resumed the examination of E. B. Witherspoon on the remaining subjects which were severally sustained.

The committee to whom the call from the Knox Church was referred reported to same to be regular and in order, which was placed in the hands of E. B. Witherspoon & he having signified his acceptance of the same, Presbytery assigned him as subject for trial sermon Heb. XIII:8. It was ordered by Presbytery that the sermon be preached tonight at 6:30 o’clock, and that his ordination take place after sermon if the way be clear. 

Mr. W. S. McGill, colored, a member of Knox Church was introduced to Presbytery. After exam-
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ination on personal piety and reasons for seeking the ministry was received under its care as a candidate for the gospel ministry.






Presbytery took recess until 6:30 o’clock tonight.








6:30 p.m.

Presbytery met & after hearing the trial sermon it was sustained as a part of the trial. The examination was then sustained as a whole. Mr. E. B. Witherspoon was then ordained to the full work of the ministry by the laying on of the hands of the Presbytery agreeably to the Word of God & according to the constitution of the Presbyterian Church in the United States.

Eleven o’clock tomorrow was fixed as the time for the installation of Rev. E. B. Wither​spoon as pastor of the Knox Church. The following commission was appointed to per​form said service: Rev. Z. B. Graves to preside and propound the constitutional questions and charge the pastor; A. H. Barkley to preach the sermon & charge the people.

The minutes were read and approved. Presbytery adjourned to meet at Knox Church Thurs​day before the 1st full moon in April next. 

Closed with singing, prayer and the apos​tolic benediction.








Z. B. Graves, Moderator.








A. H. Barkley, Tem. Clerk.

Attest:

G. T. Storey, Stated Clerk.

Examined and approved as far as written in Synod at New Orleans, La., Nov. 10th 1886.








M. B. Shaw, Mod.
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The Presbytery of Tombeckbee met in the Knox Church, Scooba, Miss., 11 o’clock a.m., Thursday, April 7, 1887 & was opened by a sermon from Rom. 8:1 by Rev. A. B. Coit the Moderator. After sermon Presbytery was constituted with prayer by Rev. A. B. Coit there being a quorum present.

The roll was called & the following ministers & elders were found to be present:

*Revs. A. H. Barkley, A. B. Coit, R. B. McAlpine, J. W. Moseley, B. F. Peters, G. T. Storey, J. M. Smith, J. D. West, J. N. Carothers, E. B. Witherspoon, P. Gowan, H. C. Smith2 & Z. B. Graves.3
Ruling Elders as follows:

J. M. Ware


Starkville Church

Wm Edmonds


Meridian 

Joseph Adams


Lawrence

W. A. Love


Bethel

P. A. McLeod


Vernal

James W. Lee


Aberdeen

Dr. James D. Hutchinson
Hamilton

H. Woods Jr.


Knox

G. W. Kimbrough

Wahalak

A. A. Montgomery

Osborn

A. M. Dinsmore2

Macon

J. C. F. Smith2


DeKalb

A. N. W. Smith2

Heidelberg

Thom. Peden2


Bloomfield

J. D. Stinson2


West Point

Rev. P. Gowan was chosen Moderator and Elder John M. Ware, Temporary Clerk.

The minutes of fall meeting & adjourned meeting at Scooba were read together with Standing 

* The figure to the right of names indicates the day they were enrolled.
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Rules of Presbytery. It was made a special order of the day for 3 o’clock p.m. to hear the report of the Evangelist.







Presbytery took recess until 2:30 p.m.








2:30 o’clock p.m.

Presbytery resumed business & the Moderator announced the following standing commit​tees:

Bills & Overtures—Revs. A. B. Coit, B. F. Peters & Elder J. Adams.

Judicial—Revs. A. H. Barkley, J. W. Moseley & Elder A. A. Montgomery.

Devotional Exercises—Rev. E. B. Witherspoon & Elder H. Woods Jr.

Statistical Report to Assembly: Rev. G. T. Storey & Elder W. A. Love.

Report on Sab. Schools—Dr. J. D. Hutchinson & Wm Edmonds.

Auditing Comm.—Elders Jas. W. Lee & P. A. McLeod.

Minutes of Synod—Rev. J. N. Carothers & Elder G. W. Kimbrough.

Leave of Absence—Revs. B. F. Peters & E. B. Witherspoon.

Systematic Benef.—Revs. J. D. West & R. B. McAlpine.

Narrative—Rev. J. M. Smith & Elder Wm Edmonds.

Resolved that it be made the 1st order of the day for tomorrow morning to hear the Narra​tives from the Churches, carried. 

“The commission appointed to install Rev. P. Gowan pastor of the Aberdeen Church would report that they performed that duty in accordance with the provision of Form of Government Chap. VI, Sec. V on the 1st Sab. of Dec. 1886. Signed Revs. A. H. Barkley, R. B. McAlpine & Elder A. A. Montgomery.” The report was rec’d and adopted.

The following petition was received & granted. We the undersigned now members of either Newton, Lawrence or Garlandsville Presbyterian Churches do respectfully petition Presbytery to reorganize Mt. Moriah Church if the way be clear—M. F. Roberts, Mrs M. F. Roberts, Miss Kate Roberts, C. H. Doolittle, E. H. Wardlaw, M. S. Woodhouse, W. B. Harry, W. N. Harry, J. Mc. Nicholson,
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J. L. Chapman, T. L. Chapman, Juline Chapman, Addie Chapman, Maggie Shepherd, Ida Chapman, Ella Nicholson, [and] Miss Mollie Evans=18.

Rev. J. T. Graham of the Baptist Church being present was introduced to Presbytery, & invited to sit as a visiting brother.

The Stated Clerk gave reasons for the absence of Rev. M. J. McLean which were sus​tained.

The Evangelist made the following report which was received & adopted:  “After the fall meeting of Presbytery I visited the vacant churches once a month as stated supply with the exception of Paulding & Philadelphus which I continued until the end of December. The plan I pursued was to commence at one end of Presbytery & preach as I could reach them giving the more important fields Sabbath service. On the third Sabbath I preached at Unity at 11 a.m. and at Hamilton at 3 p.m. They contributed for these services $25.00 per Sabbath, Unity $15 & Hamilton $10. On Tuesday following I preached at DeKalb at 12 [noon] & at night also when practicable. For this service DeKalb gave $15.15. On Thurs​day I got to Toomsuba & gave them two services at 11 a.m. & at night. For this work Toom​suba contributed $15.50. Then on Sabbath I returned to Macon at least for two months. There being some discontent expressed at the arrangement
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and having other work to do I thought it best not to go back after Christmas. Macon gave for the two Sabbaths $45.00. After preaching at Macon the 4th Sabbath, on Monday I ran down to Newton & went by private conveyance 18 miles out to Montrose & preached two sermons at 11 a.m. & at 1 p.m. on Tuesday. The church contributed $11. On the next day, Wednesday, I went 8 miles to Pendleton & preached twice when not too inclement. They contributed $15.95. My reasons for not visiting Paulding is the same given last meeting, combined with press of work. I sent an appointment to Philadelphus Friday after preaching at Pendleton but was requested not to come as the Methodists had a meeting in the neighborhood. As nothing was said about the matter afterwards I hesitated about renewing the appointment. Soon afterwards Rev. J. W. Moseley went into negotiations with them, and as there was prospect of his supplying the church I thought it best not to go. I assisted in protracted services at Mt. Moriah Mission in Bro. Coit’s meeting in Nov. Two were received by letter & twelve by examination. Contributed $19.75. On my return from Synod, I organized a Church at Purvis in Marion Co., of 12 members, ordained & installed E. R. Fairly, Ruling Elder. The name of the church is Purvis. It is supplied by Rev. James M. Smith. I commenced a meeting at Toomsuba on the 11th of Feb. & con​tinued for a week. Six were added to the Church by examination. Members were revived & contributed $14.25.
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I held a meeting at West Point of 8 days beginning March 22nd. One member was re​ceived by examination. The church seemed to be revived to some extent. They contrib​u​ted $19.00. This church is in a critical condition and in great need of a preacher. Since Presbytery I have received into the Church 37; 16 by letter & 21 by examination. Churches in which I have worked contributed $354.15.








        J. D. West, Presby. Evangelist.”

The Stated Clerk presented some papers from Synod’s Committee on the Centennial Memorial Fund which were referred to Presbytery’s committee on that subject.

The commission to organize a church of the colored members of Bethsalem Church was continued.

It was made the special order of the day for Saturday 11 a.m. to hear the Presbyterial Essay & for 7:30 p.m. to hear the Presbyterial Sermon.

Rev. A. B. Coit read a memorial of Rev. S. J. Love which was approved & ordered spread upon our minutes: “Rev. S. J. Love, the subject of this memorial was born in London​derry, Ireland about 1806 and came to the United States about 1840. He was of that Scotch Irish stock renowned in civil & church history found on the side of civil & relig​ious liberty. He graduated at Queens College, Belfast, where he began his theological train​ing but completed his preparation for the ministry in Edinburgh, Scotland.
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After landing at Newbern, N. E., he preached at Raleigh in the same sate until called to Petersburg, Va., in the bounds of East Hanover Presbytery in 1841 where he labored for a short time & then joined Lexington Presbytery and was called to Hebron Church in Augusta County, where he ministered nearly twenty years giving to this church the prime of his manhood. He was much beloved by his people by his people who appreciated his faithful, able, loving work among them as in fact did all the churches to which he min​is​tered. In the fall of 1859 he moved to the vicinity of Natchez and settled at Pine Ridge where he worked in both pulpit & schoolroom until the close of our civil war when he moved to East Mississippi & began to preach at Okolona, Macon, Enterprise, Bethel, Smyrna, DeKalb and other points in the bounds of Tombeckbee Presbytery of which he was a member at the time of his death. Failing health compelled him to give up the active work of the ministry in 1880 & move to Kansas City, Mo., with his family where he lived until God called him to Himself on the 10th day of August 1886. Before leaving Ireland he married the granddaughter of Rev. Joseph Smyth, a minister of the Scotch Presbyter​ian Church. The Lord spared his wife to be the comfort of his declining years as she had been the helpmeet of his youth. Of this union were born Dr. Wm S. Love of Winchester, Va., Robert Love of Meridian, Miss., Thomas Love, killed in Battle, Joseph who died in childhood, Mary now Mrs.
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R. E. Bainbridge of Kansas City, Mo., & James & Charlie Love, druggists in the same city. God spared his life until he saw his children grown up & settled in life & believers in the God of their father. Mr. Love was a man of fine mind & a thorough scholar, an able sermonizer & a pulpit speaker. He had in addition to mental qualities that ready sympathy with the suffering, which goes on far to endear a pastor to his people. Though separated from his Presbytery during the last years of his life, he wrote year after year to let us know that his sympathy was with us still & his heart in the work. On the receipt of these letters, we would pray to God for blessing on him & strength for him. So in peace of mind his last days on earth were spent with his loved ones & his remains now rest in Elmwood Cemetery awaiting the coming of his Master.”
   A. B. Coit, Chairman.

Enterprise was chosen as the next place of meeting of Presbytery.

It was made the special order for Friday 7:30 p.m. to hear the report of the Committee on Presbyterial Evangelism & for a general consideration of that subject. 

The Stated Clerk read the report from the faculty of the Tuscaloosa Institute of the stand​ing of our candidates J. M. Coleman & W. S. McGill, which showed their diligence & was very gratifying to Presbytery.






   Presbytery adjourned until 9 a.m. tomorrow.
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Closed with prayer.








Friday, April 8th, 8:30 p.m.

Presbytery met & spent one half hour in devotional exercises, after which the roll was called & the minutes of yesterday were read & approved.

Ruling Elders Thos. Peden of Bloomfield, A. N. W. Smith of Heidelberg, A. M. Dins​more of Macon, [blank left for name] Stinson of West Point & J. C. A. Smith of DeKalb appeared & were enrolled.

Rev. R. F. Bunting of Nashville Presbytery being present was invited to a seat as a corresponding member & was introduced to Presbytery by the Moderator.

The Stated Clerk read a communication from Rev. James Stacy touching the observance of the Sabbath which on motion was referred to a committee of Rev. J. D. West & Elder H. Woods Jr.

The Moderator announced the following Committees on Sessional Records:

Starkville & Meridian—Rev. A. B. Coit & J. W. Lee.

Lawrence & Bethel—Rev. A. H. Barkley & B. M. Stinson.

Vernal & Aberdeen—Rev. J. D. West & Elder Wm. Edmonds.

Hamilton & Knox—Rev. J. W. Moseley & Elder W. A. Love.

Wahalak & Osborn—Rev. E. B. Witherspoon & Elder J. D. Hutchinson.

Houston& Garlandsville—Rev. B. F. Peters & Elder J. Adams.

Columbus, Macon & DeKalb—Rev. J. W. Moseley & P. A. McLeod.

“The committee appointed to install Rev. E. B. Witherspoon pastor of the Knox Church at Scooba, Miss., report that they discharged that duty Oct. 31st 1886 in accordance with the provisions of our Form of Government,” signed Rev. A. H. Barkley & J. Y. Lips​comb. Adopted.

The Corresponding Member of the Assembly’s Committee of Foreign Missions made the following report which was received and adopted: “The churches ministered to by
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Rev. J. N. Carothers have placed in my hands $6.50, Mrs Peden of Bloomfield Church $1.00, Rev. G. T. Storey from Weir Church $2.50 for Foreign Missions which has been forwarded. I wrote sometime since to the secretary of the Assembly’s Committee to fur​nish me data for a full report to Presbytery, but I have not heard from him & conse​quently am not able to comply with the order of Presbytery. I carefully made out & for​warded to the secretary a full list of the Clerks of Sessions in the Presbytery that he might have direct access to the Sessions of the various churches. I have received since coming to Presbytery from Hamilton Church $5.00, from Osborn Church 1.00 & from the churches served by Rev. J. N. Carothers $5.00 which will be forwarded. 








J. D. West, Chairman.

The committee ad interim on Overture No. 2 (see page 346) made a report which was received & docketed. 

The order of the day was taken up and Narratives of the State of Religion were read from the following churches: West Point, Garlandsville, Montrose, Heidelberg, Columbus, Louisville, Pleasant Springs, Starkville, Bethel, Good Hope, Sandersville, Meridian, Hous​​ton, Friend​ship, Buena Vista, Macon, Bywy, Weir, Hamilton, Knox, Lawrence, Enter​prise, Osborn, [and] Aberdeen.

Rev. H. C. Smith appeared & gave reasons for absence from last meeting & tardiness at the present meeting of Presbytery which were sustained.
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Oral reports were given from the following churches: Lebanon, Bethsalem, Mt Zion, Ack​erman, Bloomfield & Lauderdale. It was made the 1st order of the day for tomorrow morning to hear reports from the Committees on Sessional Records, and the 1st for this evening to elect commissioners to the General Assembly.

Presbytery took recess until 2:30 p.m. 








Friday April 8th, 2:30 p.m.

Presbytery resumed business. The order of the day, viz.: the election of commissioners to the Gen’l Assembly was taken up & resulted in the choice of Rev. G. T. Storey & Elder James H. Neville of Knox Church as principals and Rev. A. H. Barkley & Capt. James W. Lee of the Aberdeen Church as alternates.

Rev. R. F. Bunting, D.D., financial agent of the S.W. Presbyterian University was invited to address the Presbytery on the subject of our university which he accepted.

Revs. James M. Smith & J. D. West & J. C. F. Smith were appointed a committee to pre​pare a paper expressing the sense of the Presbytery touching the matter of the address.

Rev. G. T. Storey was permitted to make some remarks in reference to the schools under the care of Central Mississippi Presbytery & located at French Camp, Choctaw County, Miss.

The following motion was made & carried: “That a commission consisting of Revs. Jno. W. Moseley & A. B. Coit and Elders A. N. W. Smith be appointed to organize a colored church in the bounds of Good Hope congregation if the way be clear. 






         Presbytery took recess until 7:30 o’clock p.m.








7:30 p.m.

Presbytery was called to order by the Moderator.
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After singing & prayer the chairman of the Committee on Presbyterial Evangelism read the report of the committee including the report of the Treasurer of the committee. The report was received & the Treasurer’s report referred to the Auditing Committee. The part of the report touching the grouping of the churches was docketed. A motion was made to reappoint the committee & employ the Rev. James D. West as Evangelist for another ecclesiastical year. Pending the discussion of this motion Presbytery adjourned to 8:30 a.m. tomorrow.








         Closed with prayer.







   Saturday, April 9th 1887, 8:30 o’clock a.m.

Presbytery met & spent ½ hour in devotional exercises, after which the roll was called & the minutes of yesterday read & approved. 

Rev. Z. B. Graves appeared & gave reasons for tardiness which were sustained.

The following paper was read & adopted: “Resolved that the clerks of Presbytery be directed to prepare [a list of] all the churches on the roll of Presbytery for its use in alphabetical order.”

The unfinished business, the motion to reappoint the Committee on Presbyterial Evan​gel​ism was taken up. A substitute for the motion was offered & pending the discussion, on motion it was laid on the table until 2:30 p.m., in order to take up the regular order of the day, the hearing of the reports of Committees on Sessional Records. 

Committees on the following records reported recommending their
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approval as far as written, viz.: Starkville, Bethel Meridian, Macon & Knox. Committees reported on the following records approving as far as written with exceptions as follows: Aberdeen—except 1st. That on page 207 we find a record of a congregational meeting which should not be recorded with minutes of the sessions & we find no order of Session for said congregational meeting. 2nd. Page 207 took recess from July 7th to July 8th. 3rd. Page 209. A deacon is mentioned as part of the court. 4th. On pages 210, 211, 213 & 215 too much blank space is left. 5th. Page 216 the Session ordered the minister to administer baptism at a certain time. Houston—except that the records have not been before Presby​tery for two years. Enterprise—except 1st. The book has not been before Presbytery since 1880; 2nd. The pro​ceedings of two congregational meetings are recorded in the Minutes of Session.  DeKalb—except 1st. The records have not been before Presbytery since 1883. 2nd. On page 87 there is no record showing that Session was closed with prayer or closed at all. 3rd. On page 90 a committee was appointed to prepare & forward a narrative to Presbytery & the records fail to show that it was ever approved by the Session. Garlands​ville—except 1st. That the records have not been before Presbytery since 1878; 2nd. Page 63 members received with only one elder present where two are necessary to constitute a quorum. 

It was made the 2nd order of the day to hear the report of the Committee on
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the Centennial Memorial Fund proposed for the S.W. Presbyterian University. The Cor​res​ponding Member of the Assembly’s Committee on Home Missions made the fol​low​ing report which was adopted:

Amt as per last report



$81.92

Amt. received at present meeting:

Member of Bethel Ch.



      .50

Hamilton Ch.




    2.50

Weir Church




    1.70

Osborn





    1.50

Sandersville




    1.00

Starkville




    6.25
=
  13.45

Evangelistic Fund

Hamilton




    2.50

Osborn





    1.50

Weir





    2.00

Salem





      .50

Sandersville




    2.00
=
    8.50

Last Installment on Salaries for 1886

Rev. B. F. Peters



  20.00

Rev. M. J. McLean



  20.00

Rev. A. H. Mecklin



  20.00

Rev. J. M. Smith



  20.00

Rev. H. C. Smith



  20.00

Rev. A. H. Barkley



  20.00
=
120.00

Supplement to Salaries for 1887

Rev. A. H. Mecklin


  
  22.50

Rev. M. J. McLean



  45.00

Rev. J. M. Smith



  45.00
=
112.50

Last Installment Invalid’s Fund 1886

Mrs Bradshaw




  25.00

Mrs Peden




  25.00

Mrs Emerson




  25.00
=
  75.00
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Brought forward from page 374



411.37

Invalid Fund for 1887

Mrs Bradshaw




  25.00

Mrs Peden




  25.00

Mrs Emerson




  25.00
=
  75.00

From. Central Committee, for the Evangelist Rev. J. D. West 

for last installment of year ending April 1887

  58.33







  Total

544.70

Vouchers, drafts, & cash on hand are hereby submitted with the report.









A. H. Barkley.

The Treasurer of Presbytery submitted his report which was received & adopted & is as follows:

Amt per capita tax on hand per last report

48.05

Error corrected




    .05

Per captia tax rec’d since last report:

Enterprise


4.70

Louisville


2.50

West Point


3.25

Lebanon


1.25

Hamilton


1.00

Toomsuba


  .75

Bloomfield


3.00

Macon



4.00
=

20.45

Commissioners’ Fund on hand per last report
  2.00

Commissioner’s Fund collected present meeting:

Columbus

          10.00

Buena Vista


2.00

Hamilton


2.00

Aberdeen


7.00

Meridian


8.00

Osborn



2.00

Vernal



1.00

Wahalak


1.00

Starkville


6.00
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Amt Commissioners’ Fund brought over

39.00

Shiloh



1.00

Bowie



1.00

Lauderdale


2.00

Crawford


1.00

Bethel



2.00

Salem



1.00

West Point


1.00

Sandersville


2.00

Good Hope


2.00

Heidelberg


2.00
=

15.00

$54.00

Amt. per cap. Tax brought over




  68.50

Paid Commissioners to Gen’l Assembly



  54.00

Disbursed Per Capita Tax

Paid Treasurer of Synod



35.00

Paid Clerk’s Salary




12.50

  47.50
Per Captia Tax on hand





  21.00

The Corresponding Member of the Assembly’s Committee on Education reported as fol​lows: “That he has not received a cent for [the] cause of Education since last meeting of Presbytery.”








Z. B. Graves, Chairman.

Revs. A. H. Barkley, Z. B. Graves & J. D. West, Corresponding Members of the Assem​bly’s Committees respectively of Home Missions, Education & Foreign Missions ten​dered their resignations to Presbytery which were received.

The Standing Committee on Presbytery’s Report on Sabbath Schools to the Gen’l As​sem​bly made a report which was received, adopted & ordered forwarded to the Gen’l As​sembly to meet in St Louis, Mo., May 19th 1887.
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Standing Committee on the Minutes of Synod made the following report which was adopted: “Your Committee on the Minutes of Synod have examined the same & would call attention of Presbytery 1st. To a Report on Education on pages 9 & 10 from which we learn that the increase of candidates for the ministry in the last 5 years is more than 100 per cent, while the increase in the contributions of the churches is only about 58 per cent. Therefore, this Presby​tery urges all our churches to give heed to the call of Synod to the full discharge of their duty to this cause. Your committee begs leave to commend one of our own candidates, viz.: W. S. Hamilton who is in immediate need of funds to our peo​ple and request come contribution be made for his special benefit & forwarded to Rev. James M. Smith, chairman of the Comm. of Education at Hattiesburg, Perry Co., Miss. Also on page 10 we find the action of Synod approving the enterprise of the Directors of the S.W. Presbyterian University to celebrate the centennial of Presbyterianism in the United States by raising a memorial fund for the En​dow​ment of said university, and, the request of Synod on page 13 to make special effort to in​crease the circulation of the S.W. Presbyterian and would remind our people that this is our paper & has peculiar claims for our patronage.
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On page 19 in the 3rd item of a report on Home Missions Synod recommends to the sessions of the vacant & partially supplied churches to maintain public worship by read​ing sermons &c. in the absence of the pastor or stated supplies which recommendation this Presbytery would press upon the attention of all such sessions within our bounds. There is a question involved in an overture recorded on page 17 touching the respon​sibility of commissioners to the Gen’l Assembly to their own presbyteries which has been discussed to some extent in our own Presbytery and to which we find no answer. If Presbytery deem it of sufficient importance an answer might be given to it.








Respectfully submitted,








J. N. Carothers.








Recess for 10 minutes.

Presbytery resumed business. After singing & prayer Rev. A. H. Barkley, the Essayist read a well-prepared essay. The roll of Presbytery was then called & many of the brethren responded with very pointed & instructive remarks.

By motion Rev. A. H. Barkley was requested to furnish a copy of the essay for public​ation in the S.W. Presbyterian. 

Rev. B. F. Peters & Elder J. W. Lee were appointed a committee to select subjects & a preacher & essayist for the next meeting of Presbytery.

Moved, that Presbytery appoint Rev. J. M. Smith, Cor. Mem. of the Assembly’s Comm. on Education, Rev. A. B. Coit, Cor. Mem. of the Assembly’s Comm. on Home Missions, Rev. J. W. Moseley, Cor. Mem. of the Assembly’s Comm. on Foreign Missions. The Motion was adopted.
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Presbytery took recess until 2:30 p.m.









2:30 p.m.

Presbytery was called to order by the Moderator. DeKalb Church respectfully requests permission to employ Rev. E. B. Witherspoon one Sabbath in the month for the balance of the year 1887 at a salary of $100. Request granted.

Bethel Church respectfully reports to Presbytery that she will continue her present ar​range​ment for the year 1887.

On motion Rule 7 was suspended & permission was given Bywy, Lebanon, Ackerman, Weir, Mt Zion & Bethsalem to employ Rev A. H. Mecklin for six mos. upon terms agreeable to both. Also to Louisville, Carolina & Bloomfield to employ Rev. M. J. Mc​Lean upon such terms as they may agree with him.

The committee appointed to report on the address of Rev. R. F. Bunting, D.D. 1st. Pres​bytery expresses its gratification in hearing Dr. Bunting’s encouraging statements of the condition on the University at Clarksville & we welcome him to our midst in his work for this institution. 2nd. We commend the cause he represents to the liberality of the people in our bounds. 3rd. And we would earnestly advise our people who have sons to educate abroad to consider the advantages offered at Clarksville and the claims of this institution for their patronage.








Revs. J. M. Smith & J. D. West. 

Adopted.
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The committee appointed to select subjects & preacher & essayist reported recommend​ing the following which were adopted: Sermon-Subject—Good Works: What they Are, Their Place & Value & Effects in the Gospel System. Rev. J. D. West, principal with Rev. R. B. McAlpine alternate preacher. Essay-Subject—The Evangelist, the Office & the Work Scrip​turally & Practically Considered. Rev. J. M. Smith, principal & Rev. E. B. Witherspoon alternate essayist.

The Stated Clerk was instructed to prepare the Statistical Report of Presbytery to the Gen’l Assembly & forward the same.

Permission was given Bethel Church to transcribe her minutes into a more substantial book.

Rev. R. F. Witt [?] of the M. E. Church South was invited to sit as a visiting brother & was introduced to Presbytery by the Moderator. 

The unfinished business touching the report of the Committee on Presbyterial Evangel​ism was then taken up. The report is as follows.

Treasurer’s Report from Oct 14th to April 8, 1887

The following amounts have been rec’d from the sources as indicated:

Oct 14, ’86
Osborn

  
  7.00

Nov. 1, ’86
Unity


12.60



Hamilton
  
  8.00



DeKalb
 
  2.00



Toomsuba
  
  5.65



Centre Point
  
  9.25



Montrose
  
  4.25



Pendleton
  
  6.65



Bethel


20.00
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Brought over from page 380

75.40

Nov. 1, ’86
Meridian

31.75



G. T. Storey

20.00



Sandersville

10.00



Starkville

  5.00

Nov. 22, ’86
Unity


16.00



Hamilton

10.00

=
26.00

Nov. 18
Mt. Moriah Mission
19.75


19.75

Dec. 7, ’86
Toomsuba

  4.30



Montrose

  2.55



Centre Point

  6.25



Pendleton

  5.20



Macon


20.00


38.30

Dec 6

G. T. Storey

  5.00



Sandersville

  5.00


10.00

Dec 24

Pisgah


18.00



Unity


17.35



Hamilton

14.10



DeKalb

  4.65



Toomsuba

  5.55


59.65

Jan. 1, 1887
Macon


25.00



Montrose

  4.20



Pendleton

  4.10



Bloomfield

10.00



DeKalb

  8.50



Unity


10.70



Hamilton

13.00



Columbus

10.00


85.50

Feb. 22
Toomsuba

14.25



Unity


18.30

March 21
Hamilton

10.00


42.55



Hamilton

  7.50






Unity


15.50



Starkville

20.00


43.00








          466.90
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Brought over from page 381



          466.90

March 31, ’87
West Point

19.00



Rev. J. D. West
12.50



Central Comm.
58.33


89.83

April 6, ’87
Aberdeen

25.00



Starkville

25.00



Sandersville

  5.00



Good Hope

10.00



Columbus

  5.00


70.10


Total




          626.83

Amt reported to Presbytery in Oct ’86

          619.50
Amt. from April ’86 to April 8th 1887
                    1246.33

The Evangelist’s receipts for the above amounts are herewith submitted as vouchers. 

In reference to the grouping of the churches we with many misgivings respectfully sug​gest the following groups to be submitted to the churches for their approval or dis​ap​proval, with the request that they report their consent or dissent to the fall meeting of Presbytery:

Group No. 1:
Enterprise, Lauderdale, Toomsuba & Philadelphus.

Group No. 2:
Garlandsville, Newton, Lawrence, [and] Mt. Moriah.

Group No. 3:
Pendleton and Montrose.

Group No. 4:
Good Hope, Sandersville, Heidelberg and Pisgah.

Group No. 5:
Hamilton, Unity, and Bethel.

Group No. 6:
Starkville and Osborn.

Group No. 7:
Okolona and West Point.

We earnestly recommend to Presbytery to continue the services of Rev. J. D. West with​out venturing to suggest any plan for raising his salary. We now ask that this committee be discharged.








G. T. Storey, A. B. Coit.

Adopted.
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After discussion the following paper was adopted. “Resolved, 1st. That Presby. appoint a committee consisting of [blank for number] and [blank for number] Elders to be known as the Committee on Domestic Missions. 2nd. That it be the duty of this committee to control & conduct the Evangelistic Work in the Presbytery according to the provisions of our consti​tu​tion & subject to the approval of Presbytery. 3rd. That Presbytery invite Rev. J. D. West to con​tinue another year in this work as our Evangelist promising to make diligent effort to raise for him a salary of [$]1,200 & his traveling expenses as follows:

1. By amts pledged by churches & individuals

2. By ordering a collection for this course in all the churches which have not already pledged themselves for specific amounts.

3. By ordering the Evangelist to take a collection for this cause at all points where he preaches.

4th. That all monies for this fund be reported to the Treasurer of the Committee on Do​m​estic Missions & be authorized to pay over the same to the Evangelist & take his receipt which shall be his voucher to Presbytery.”

Resolved, That the committee to be known as the Committee on Domestic Missions shall consist of Revs. G. T. Storey, A. B. Coit, & H. C. Smith & Elders Wm M. Rogers, J. F. Mc​Cormick, Wm Edmonds & A. N. W. Smith with the same officers as the old com​mittee. Adopted.

An overture was read and referred to the Committee on Bills & Overtures. 

Rev. J. D. West was authorized to reorganize Mt Moriah Church if the way be clear.

The Standing Committee on [the] Narrative
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submitted the following narrative which was adopted & ordered forwarded to the Gen’l Assembly. “From the narratives from twenty-four churches we have gathered the fol​lowing in​formation:

1. In regard to the Churches. All these 24 churches report good attendance on social & public worship with the exception of two. One of these reports the attendance somewhat improved, the other reports a ‘falling off’ in attendance.

2. In the matter of family religion only one church reports good observance of this impor​tant matter. One church states that most families in the congregation have family wor​ship. A few churches report improvement in this direction, but the majority by far of all the churches report sad neglect and some entire failure in this important duty.

3. The report on Sabbath Observance is encouraging. Among our people the day is ob​served by all at least in outward form.

4. Nine churches report Sabbath schools under the control of the Session, & most of these doing good work. Four reports speak of schools being kept up part of the year, the school being discontinued through the winter months. Nine reports state that they are engaged with other denominations in conducting union schools. Two report that they have no school.

5. A few churches report catechetical instruction given in the Sabbath school & family.
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But most of the narratives speak with emphasis of the neglect by the congregation of this important work.

6. As many as six churches report that they have had during the year special outpourings of the Holy Spirit. God’s people are revived & many numbers are added to the Church. Other reports state that while there have been no special visitations of the Spirit still there is evidence of the Spirit’s continued presence building up the Church. A few churches are lang​uishing and dying.

7. From the reports we gather that our people are almost entirely free from the sins of intemperance & other worldly amusements. Only two or three reports speak of intemp​erance among the members. In these cases one or two members had been guilty of these sins.

8. Many of our churches are unsupplied with the preaching of the Word. These vacancies have been visited by our Evangelist & have been greatly blessed through his ministry. Some of these churches have been so much strengthened and encouraged that they are now able under proper grouping to support regular preaching if such can be had.

9. Many narratives speak commendably of the liberality of God’s people in answering the calls of the Church for benevolent purposes. But in many respects it is simply said that these calls were responded to, the impression is made upon the midst of the committee that the Church generally in our midst is not meeting its obligation in this direction.
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10. Very little appears to have been done in the way of religious instruction of the colored people. A very few reports speak of provision being made for them to meet and worship with the white congregation, but most of the congregations seem not to have made even this provision for them. Taking the importance of the work into consideration we may say no​thing is being done for them.

In summing up this report we may say that the things that seem most discouraging are the great and sad neglect of catechetical instruction of the young people and family religion. The encouraging features which we may note are the regard of our people for the ordi​nances of God’s Word—such as the worship of the sanctuary, Sabbath observance &c. Also we note with special interest the growth of the cause of temperance. While we should not be cast down in despair, still there is enough among us to lead us to humble ourselves & confess our shortcomings before God, and henceforth we should live in more consecrated purpose of and endeavor after new obedience.”









J. M. Smith, Wm Edmonds.

Rev. Z. B. Graves having been appointed by the Synod of Mississippi to bring to the attention of Tombeckbee Presbytery the action of the Board of Directors of the S.W. Presby. University in reference to the Centennial Memorial Fund
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presented the following paper which was adopted: “Resolved 

1st. That a committee be ap​pointed composed of one minister & two elders to whom this work shall be entrusted, said committee to cooperate with Synod’s committee.

2nd. That memorial services be held at such times as may be most convenient in all the churches of Tombeckbee Presbytery conducted by two or more ministers, at which ser​vice a special collection shall be taken as a Memorial Fund & that a Presbyterial Mem​orial Service for the Presbytery of Tombeckbee be held at Enterprise at the fall meeting of Presbytery with a view of more fully enlisting members of Presbytery in this important work.

3rd. That every minister preach a sermon to his charge previous to the holding of the mem​​orial service in his church, showing the growth & progress of Presbyterianism, es​pec​​ially as it is related to the cause of Education in the past, carefully setting forth the Synod’s wishes touching the Centennial Endowment proposed for the S.W. Presby. Uni​versity & further to impress the peculiar claims this institution has upon God’s people in the Southwest.

4th. That the effort be made to secure from each church a contribution to this fund equiva​lent to $5 per capita of its membership.

5. That an effort be made by each minister to enlist in this work his Sabbath school, and especially the Ladies’ Aid Society, and to organize such societies in churches where they do not exist.

6. That the Presbyterial Committee be instructed to
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look out for men of large means & liberal habits & make a personal appeal to such persons, & where they are disposed to favor the plan to have them distribute their pay​ments through several years, making the first payment cash, & the others binding by prom​ise only as the Lord may bless them—in no case asking for notes or legal obli​ga​tions.

7th. Presbytery recognizes the importance of pushing its work to a completion during the present year, i.e., from April 1887 to April 1888, so as to report the work to the Assembly in May 1888 and to this end the committee must report to the Spring meeting of Presby​tery 1888.”

Presbytery took recess until 7:30 o’clock. 








Saturday 7:30 p.m.

Presbytery resumed business. Rev. G. T. Storey preached the Presbyterial Sermon on Matt. 25:40.

Unfinished business touching the report of the ad interim Committee on Overture on the Powers of Foreign Evangelist was taken. The adoption of the overture was substituted for the report of the committee. The overture as adopted is as follows: “The Presbytery of Tombeck​bee respectfully overtures the General Assembly to take the constitutional steps necessary to amend the Form of Government by adding to Chap. V, Sec. III, Par. V the following: Before the organization of a Presbytery in the foreign field, the Session mod​er​ated by the foreign evangelist
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in charge may be entrusted with power by the General Assembly, in specific cases, to ordain & try native evangelists & pastors under its jurisdiction.”

The Comm. on Bills and Overtures made report recommending that the following over​ture be sent to the Assembly, viz.: “Presbytery overtures the General Assembly to take the constitu​tional steps necessary to amend Chap. V, Sec. IV, Par. III of Form of Govern​ment—second line—by striking out the words ‘at least one’ and inserting in lieu thereof the words ‘as many’ Also to amend Chap. V, Sec. V, Par. II Form of Gov.—fourth line—by striking out the words ‘at least three’ and inserting the words ‘as many’ instead thereof.” 

The following resolution was passed by a rising vote, viz.: Resolved, that Pres​bytery return its hearty thanks to the citizens of Scooba for the generous hospitality dispensed by them to the delegates to our meeting, and to the M. & O. R.R. for courtesies.

It was moved & carried that the Stated Clerk be requested to obtain the records of Pres​bytery from the preceding clerk.

The Standing Committee on Systematic Beneficence made a report which was adopted & ordered forwarded to the General Assembly.

Rev. J. D. West accepted the invitation to become the Evangelist of Presbytery & he was entrusted with power to organize churches & ordain elders and deacons therein. 

Minutes of today were read & approved. Presbytery adjourned with singing & prayer & the apostolic benediction to meet in Enterprise, 11 a.m. Thursday before the 1st full moon in Oct. 1887.








P. Gowan Mod








J. M. Ware, Clk.

Attest:

G. T. Storey, S. C.

[390]








Scooba, Miss., [Aug 5, 1887]

Pursuant to a call of the Moderator Presbytery met in Scooba, Miss., Aug. 5th 1877 at 11 o’clock a.m. There being no quorum present a recess was had until 11:15 o’clock [a.m.]. At that hour a quorum being present, Presbytery was constituted with prayer.

 
Rev. A. B. Coit being the oldest minister present was chosen Moderator. Elder William Edmonds was elected clerk. 

There were present ministers: Revs. A. B. Coit, E. B. Witherspoon, & Z. B. Graves & Elder Wm. Edmonds of Meridian Church. 

At the request of Rev Z. B. Graves that the pastoral relation existing between himself and the Meridian Church be dissolved, the Church concurring therein. On motion the Presby​tery unanimously declared the relation dissolved and the Rev. E. B. Witherspoon was appointed to declare the pulpit vacant. 

The subject of a Memorial Service to be held during the Fall meeting of Presbytery coming up, on motion of Rev. Z. B. Graves, Rev. A. H. Barkley was appointed to deliver an address on the History of Presbyterianism & Rev. G. T. Storey alternate. Rev. E. B. Witherspoon was appointed to deliver an address on the subject of the Centennial Fund with Rev. R. B. Mc​Alpine alternate. Elder H. Woods Jr., was appointed to deliver an address on the Eldership as a Factor in the Christian World
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with Elder Lewis T. Carlisle alternate.

There being no other business, Presbytery adjourned to meet at Enterprise, Sept. 29th 1887.

Closed with singing & prayer.








Rev. A. B. Coit, Mod.








Elder Wm Edwards, Tem. Clk.

Attest:
G. T. Storey, S. C.








Enterprise, Miss., Sept. 29, 1887

The Presbytery of Tombeckbee met in the Presbyterian Church of Enterprise, Miss., 11 a.m., Sept. 29, 1887 and was opened with a sermon by the Moderator, Rev. P. Gowan from Acts IX:6, after which Presbytery was constituted with prayer by the Moderator.

The following members were enrolled during the sessions, viz.:

Ministers

*Revs. A. B. Coit, P. Gowan, B. F. Peters, M. J. McLean, J. M. Smith, J. D. West, G. T. Storey, J. W. Moseley, 2 E. B. Witherspoon & R. B. McAlpine.

Elders

James H. Neville



Knox Church

Ben P. McLeod



Hattiesburg

L. J. McNeil




Bloomfield

Dr Robt. A. Minnis



Aberdeen

Thos. W. Scott




Houston

L. B. Brown




Enterprise

Wm Kellis




Pleasant Springs

William Edmonds



Meridian

A. M. Dinsmore



Macon

J. P. Keeton




Toomsuba

J. M. McNair2




Carolina

L. T. Carlisle2




West Point

A. J. Caldwell2



Mt Zion

Wm J. McFarland2



Heidelberg

W. S. McCurdy2



Pisgah

* The figure to the right indicates the day they were enrolled.
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Knox Brunner2



Ellisville

Elder Jas. H. Neville of the Knox Church was chosen Moderator and Elder L. B. Brown of Enterprise was elected Temporary Clerk.

Presbytery took recess until 2:30 p.m.








2:30 p.m. 

The Presbytery was called to order by the Moderator who announced the following Stand​ing Committees:

Bills & Overtures—Revs. P. Gowan, J. D. West, R. B. McAlpine & [Elder] W. Edmonds.

Judicial—R. B. McAlpine, J. M. Smith & Elder B. P. McLeod.

Minutes of Gen’l Assembly—J. D. West, E. B. Witherspoon, Elders J. J. McNeil, J. W. Scott.

Statistics—G. T. Storey, J. D. West, J. P Keeton & Wm Kellis.

Auditing—M. J. McLean, B. F. Peters, A. M. Dinsmore.

Leave of Absence—A. B. Coit, G. T. Storey & L. B. Brown.

Devotion—A. B. Coit & L. B. Brown.

Rev. M. J. McLean introduced to Presbytery Mr. W. E. Weaver of Carolina Church who was examined on experimental religion & his motives for seeking the gospel ministry & was received under the care of Presbytery as a candidate for the gospel ministry.

Licentiate George H. Steen was received under the care of Presbytery by certificate from Chickasaw Presbytery.

A call from the Okolona Church for his pastoral services was presented to Presbytery & re​ferred to a special committee consisting of Rev. Messrs A. B. Coit & J. M. Smith & Elder Wm Edwards to see if it was order and report to Presbytery. 

Reasons for absences of Rev. Messrs
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A. H. Barkley & James N. Carothers was sustained. 

Elder Wm Edwards was chosen Treasurer of Presbytery pro tem.

It was made the 1st order of the day for tomorrow to hear the reading of the Narratives of the State of Religion in the Churches.

The minutes of the last regular meeting & of the called meeting at Scooba were read. The Standing Rules of Presbytery were read by the S. C.

J. M. Coleman a candidate under the care of Presbytery who had been three years in the Institute for Training Colored Ministers at Tuscaloosa, Ala., was examined on experi​mental religion, his motives for seeking the gospel ministry, his literary course, theology, church government and ecclesiastical history, all of which were sustained as parts of trial for licensure. 

It was referred to the Devotional Committee to appoint the time to hear the sermon.

The special committee to whom was referred the call of the Okolona Church for the past​oral services of licentiate G. H. Steen made a report which was received & docketed.

Presbytery adjourned until 8:30 tomorrow morning.









Closed with prayer.








Friday, 8:30 a.m., Sept 30, 1887

Presbytery met and spent one-half an hour in devotional exercises, after which the min​utes of yesterday were read & approved.

Rev. J. W. Moseley appeared and gave reasons for tardiness which were sustained.

Rev. G. T. Storey, commissioner to the St Louis Assembly made report which was re​ceived and approved & his diligence commended.

J. M. McNair from the Carolina Ch. appeared & was enrolled.
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The Corresponding Member of the Assembly’s Ex. Comm. on Home Missions made a re​port which was received & put on the docket, except the financial statement which was referred to the Auditing Committee. The consideration of the report was then made the first order of the day for the afternoon.

The name of Bowie Church was by its request changed to Hattiesburg Church.

Rev. R. B. McAlpine, Cor. Member of the Assembly’s Ex. Comm. at Richmond, Va., for Missionary Colportage, offering the following resolutions which were adopted: “Re​solved, 1st. That this Presbytery approves the plan and instruction of the Assembly’s Committee of Publication and that we heartily cooperate with this Committee, through the chairman of Presbytery’s Committee in the work of Colportage in the way proposed. 2nd. That Presbytery authorize the chairman of its Committee of Publication to select & to recommend to the Ex. Committee of the Assembly a missionary colporteur to labor within its bounds.”

Rev. A. B. Coit offered to deed to Presbytery some school property belonging to him and located at Garlandsville, Jasper Co., Miss., upon condition that the Presbytery would estab​lish a Presbyterial school there similar to those at
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French Camp and under the care of Central Miss. Presbytery. The matter was referred to a special committee consisting of Rev. Messrs. B. F. Peters, J. D. West and Elders T. W. Scott & J. P. Keeton.

The order of the day was taken up and narratives were read from the following churches: Macon, Houston, Friendship, Aberdeen, Meridian, Columbus, Louisville, Carolina (oral re​port), Starkville, Hattiesburg, Knox, Okolona, Bywy, West Point, Unity, Pleasant Springs, Bloomfield, Weir, Mt Zion, Bethsalem, Toomsuba, Enterprise, [and] Lebanon. Oral reports were then made from the following churches: Osborne, Wahalak, DeKalb, Enon, Purvis, Ham​ilton, Salem, Vernal & Philadelphus.

Elders L. T. Carlisle from West Point Church and A. J. Caldwell from Mt Zion Church appeared as delegates & were enrolled.







Presbytery took recess until 2:30 p.m.

The Treasurer of Presbytery was ordered to reimburse the S. C. for money expended in securing reduced rates over the railroads for the delegates to Presbytery.

The Comm. on Devotional Exercises recommended that tonight’s session be given to the consideration of Presbytery’s Evangelistic work.

The report of the Comm. on Home Missions was taken from the docket and approved.

The matter of recommendations for appropriations from the Invalid Fund was left to the judgment of the chairman of Presbytery’s Comm. on H. Missions.

It was ordered that the roll of Presbytery be called to enable the S. C. to complete a roll of the Sessions of the Churches of Presbytery for publication in the appendix of the Minutes of Synod this fall.
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The Comm. on the Minutes of the Gen’l Assembly made the following report which was adopted: “Your comm. appointed to examine the Minutes of the Assembly would report that they have done the same and find on page 197 the Overture on the Elder Mod​era​torship which the Assembly sends down to the Presbyteries for their advice & consent. We would recommend that Presbytery give its advice & consent to the same. On page 241, we recommend that our pastors read or cause to be read to their congregations the report of the Committee on the Sabbath published in the appendix to the Minutes of the Assembly.






J. D. West, E. B. Witherspoon & T. W. Scott.

Under special order J. M. Coleman (col.) preached a sermon from Rom.5:1 as part of trial for licensure. It was sustained as part of trial. The examination as a whole was then sustained & Presbytery proceeded to license J. M. Coleman as a probationer in the gospel ministry ac​cording to the recommendation of the Assembly of 1869.

A petition was presented to Presbytery from certain colored members of Starkville Church to organize them into a colored church. The petition was granted & Rev. G. T. Storey & Elder Albion Ames were appointed a commission to organize the church if the way be clear.







Presbytery took recess until 7:30 p.m.








7:30 p.m.

Presbytery met & was called to order by the Moderator & was led in prayer by Rev. J. M. Smith. The order of the day
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was taken up and the Evangelist Rev. J. D. West read a detailed report of his work since Spring Presbytery, which was highly gratifying to Presbytery as it indicated great activity & fidelity on the part of the Evangelist & encouraging success in the work.

Rev. G. T. Storey, Chairman of Presbytery’s Committee on Domestic Missions read the following financial statement: The treasurer of Presbytery’s Comm. on Domestic Mis​sions would respectfully report to Presbytery the following receipts & disbursements of funds for this cause:

Receipts

April 21st 1887

Mrs. Tyson, Macon Ch.

  1.00





Hamilton Ch.



20.00





Unity Ch.



15.00





Rev. G. T. Storey


10.00

May 12


Okolona Church


56.00





Mt Moriah Ch.


  9.00

May 16th


Hamilton



  5.00





Unity




15.00

June 30th


Newton



46.00





Unity




15.00





Hamilton



15.00

July 7th



Columbus



50.00

July 20th


Mt Moriah



  7.15





Ellisville



19.65





Hattiesburg



27.45





Good Hope



  5.00





Rev. A. B. Coit


12.50

Aug. 25


Hamilton



27.50





Unity




22.05





Bywy




  6.00

Sept. 29


Meridian



62.45

Sept. 30


Bethsalem



10.00

456.75
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Brought over





456.75

Sept. 30th


Toomsuba Church


16.25





Lauderdale



21.50





Garlandsville



  5.30





Mt Moriah



  7.25





Newton



  2.00





Heidelberg



11.50





Rev. A. B. Coit


12.50





Knox Church



10.00





Rev. G. T. Storey


  5.00

  91.30




[Total]


   


            548.05

All of which has been paid to the Evangelist & his receipts are herewith submitted as vou​chers.





G. T. Storey, Chair & Treas. of Comm. on D. Missions

The report was approved & a free conference was held in which many interesting talks were made. 

Elder J. H. Neville offered the following resolution which was adopted: Resolved, That Pres​by​tery require ministers in charge of churches within its bounds to present the cause of Pres​byterial Evangelism to their charges on the second Sabbath of December next, or as soon thereafter as practicable, and that a collection be taken up on that day for this cause.

Presbytery adjourned until 8:30 tomorrow morning.







           Closed with prayer by J. W. Moseley.








8:30 a.m. Saturday, Oct 1st 1887.

Presbytery met and spent one-half hour in devotional exercises conducted by Elder Wm Ed​wards, after which Presbytery was called to order & opened with prayer. The roll was cal​led & the minutes of yesterday read and approved.

The report of the Auditing Committee

[399]

on the report of the Comm. on Home Missions was received & approved and is as fol​lows: “Your committee would respectfully report that they have examined the accounts of the Home Mission Committee & find them correct.” 

The following report was received & adopted: “Your committee to whom was referred the offer of Rev. A. B. Coit to deed his school property in Garlandsville, Miss., to Pres​bytery would recommend that a committee be appointed to look into the whole mat​ter and report at the next meeting of Presbytery.” The following committee was appointed: Rev. Messrs B. F. Peters & J. D. West and Elders T. W. Scott, J. P. Keeton & Dr. S. G. Loughridge.

Macon was chosen as the place for holding the next regular meeting of Presbytery.

“The commission appointed to organize a colored Presbyterian Church of the colored mem​bers in Bethsalem Church beg leave to report that they have not found the way clear to or​gan​ize the Church, and ask to be discharged.” M. J. McLean, Chairman. The report was re​ceived & the commission discharged.

The Stated Clerk was authorized to use the assessment made last fall in reporting the dues in the spring & to assess new churches.

Rev. Messrs. R. B. McAlpine & M. J. McLean and Elder L. T. Carlisle were appointed a committee to nominate a preacher and an essayist & select subjects for the Presbyterial Sermon & Essay at the Spring meeting of Presbytery.

Elder L. T. Carlisle by appointment
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of Presbytery read an essay on the “Ruling Elder as a Factor in Church Work.” 

At 11 a.m. the Presbyterial Sermon was delivered by Rev. J. D. West on Eph. 2:10. 

Pres​bytery took recess until 2:30 p.m.








Saturday, 2:30 p.m.

Presbytery met and resumed business. The Committee on the Narrative submitted the fol​lowing Narrative which was received, adopted & ordered to be forwarded to Synod: Your Committee on the Narrative of the State of Religion within our bounds would report that there were placed in their hands reports from nearly all our churches. The general con​clus​ion from all these reports is that the work of the year has been graciously blessed and that the present condition of our churches is encouraging. We record with gratitude the pre​serving grace whereby our whole people have been kept from the disturbing influ​en​ces among them, and from any particular lapses from the average tenor of Christ​ian walk & conversation. We receive with thankfulness the assurance that the Holy Spirit is with us evidenced by the con​versions of souls in many of our congregations & by the re​new​ing of God’s people. Either by the stated ministry or by our Evangelist, our churches by far the greater part have had preach​ing. The answers of sessions respecting the different sub​jects of inquiry indicate that in
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some things the condition of former years is maintained while in other things there has been marked progress. Attendance in many of our churches has increased. The family altar has been set up in families hitherto silent. Observance of the Sabbath while yet sadly behind is on the advance. Additional Sabbath schools are reported. There are only a few complaints of in​temperance & worldly amusements. Our people have not yet increased their contributions to the general objects of the Church but they have supported our own Evangelist with little aid from the Central Committee. The labors of our Evangelist have been blessed in additions to the churches & in the revival of the membership & officers. We are thankful as Presbytery for what the Lord by His Spirit has done and are encour​aged to go forward.








B. F. Peters, Chairman.

The Committee on Bills and Overtures having no business before it was discharged.

Elder J. H. Neville, commissioner to the St. Louis Assembly made his report which was re​ceived and approved & his diligence commended. 

Special committee on Presbyterial Sermon & Essay made their report which was received & adopted & is as follows: Sermon—The Office & Work of the Holy Spirit. Principal: Rev. P. Gowan, alternate, Rev. E. B. Witherspoon. Essay—The Evangelist: The Office & Work, Scrip​turally & Practically Considered. Principal: Rev. B. F. Peters, alternate, Rev. A. B. Coit.

The Committee on Statistics made a report which was received, adopted & ordered to be forwarded
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to the Synod. “Tombeckbee Presbytery would respectfully report to Synod that it consists of fifty-one white churches & two colored; of fifteen ministers & two licentiates, one white & one colored, and has under its care four white candidates. Its next regular meet​ing will be held in Macon, Miss., in April 1888. Its S. C. is Rev. G. T. Storey, Starkville, Miss.”

Rev. Z. B. Graves was granted permission to labor outside the bounds of Presbytery until Spring Presbytery.

Permission was given Bloomfield Church to employ Rev M. J. McLean for one-fourth his time for $80.00/100.

West Point was permitted to employ licentiate G. H. Steen for one-half his time for three hundred dollars.

Those who were appointed to take part in the Centennial Memorial Service being either ab​sent or unprepared the service was omitted.

The report of the Special Comm. on the call from the Okolona Church was taken from the docket & the following substitute was adopted: Resolved,

1. That the call from the Okolona Church for the pastoral services of ½ the time of licentiate G. H. Steen be retained to the Church that it may make out a call in order.

2nd. That Presbytery on its final adjournment here adjourn to meet in Okolona, 11 a.m., Thursday before the 4th Sunday in October.
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3rd. That the Moderator now appoint a committee to examine licentiate G. H. Steen, if the way be clear, with a view to ordination.

The Moderator appointed the following Comm.: On Hebrew & Greek languages—Rev. R. B. McAlpine; On Church History—Rev. E. B. Witherspoon; On Philosophy & Church Govern​ment—Rev. B. F. Peters; On Systematic Theology, Rev. G. T. Storey; On Sacra​ments—Rev. P. Gowan.

Macon Presbyterian Church was given leave to employ the Rev. A. B. Coit for one-half his time for four hundred dollars.

The following resolution of thanks was adopted by a rising & unanimous vote: “That the thanks of this Presbytery be tendered to the people of Enterprise for their kind hospitality in entertaining so pleasantly our members, and to the railroads giving reduced rates to its members.”

The following resolution offered by Elder W. O. McCurdy was adopted: That the S. C. of Presbytery be instructed to prepare a statement of the facts concerning the work of licen​tiate Coleman in Starkville & give to all our churches with the request that each church take up a collection for it before Spring Presbytery.

Your Committee on Leave of Absence would report that they have granted leave of ab​sence to the following members: Ministers—E. B. Witherspoon, J. W. Moseley, P. Gowan & J. M. Smith; Elders—J. M. McNair & Wm Edmonds.

Presbytery adopted the following paper touching the Tuscaloosa Institute for Training Col. Ministers: 
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“Resolved, That Presbytery have been gratified with the examination of J. M. Coleman, late a student in the Tuscaloosa Institute for Training Colored Ministers, and having this evidence of the faithful work done at this Institute do hereby express our increased con​fidence & interest in it, and co commend it to the prayers & support of our people.”

The Moderator appointed Rev. J. D. West to open the next regular meeting of Presbytery with a sermon.

Minutes of today were read & approved. Presbytery adjourned with singing and prayer and the apostolic benediction to meet, 11 a.m., Thursday before the fourth Sabbath in October in Okolona Church.








Hon. J. H. Neville, Mod.








Col. L. B. Brown, Clk.

Attest: G. T. Storey, S. C.






Okolona, Miss., Thursday, October 20th 1887








11 a.m.

Pursuant to adjournment Presbytery met in the Presbyterian Church in Okolona, Miss., 11 a.m., Thursday, Oct. 20th 1887. Rev. P. Gowan, the last Moderator present called the Presby​tery to order and constituted it with prayer. 

The roll was called by the S. C. and the following persons were present: Rev. Messrs. P. Go​wan, J. N. Carothers and G. T. Storey and Elder W. E. Baskin of the Okolona Church. 

Rev. Messrs J. M. Barnes, John Richie & G. W. Wall, ministers in the M. E. Church South, 
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being present, were invited to sit as visiting brothers & were introduced to the Moderator & by him to the Presbytery.

Elder W. E. Baskin, commissioner from the Okolona Church presented to Presbytery a call from that Church for one-half the time of the pastoral services of licentiate G. H. Steen. The call was referred to a special committee consisting of Rev. Messrs. J. N. Carothers & G. T. Storey. The special committee reported the call in order & recom​mended that it be placed in the hands of Mr. Steen. The report was received and adopted. Mr. Steen at once signified to Presbytery his acceptance of the call from the Okolona Church. Presbytery then proceeded to examine Mr. Steen with a view to his ordination. The sermon, as part of trial, was preached from Rom. 3:28 & sustained as part of trial. 7 o’clock p.m. was set as the time for the ordination, if the way be clear, and Rev. P. Go​wan was appointed to preside, preach the ser​mon & propound the constitutional ques​tions; Rev. J. N. Carothers to charge the pastor; & Rev. G. T. Storey to charge the people.

Presbytery took recess until 2:30 p.m.








2:30 p.m.

Presbytery met & proceeded with the examination of licentiate G. H. Steen on experi​mental religion, his literary course, theology, church history, the sacraments & church government. The examination was sustained in each part & then as a whole.

The resignation of Rev. R. B. McAlpine
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as Corresponding Member of the Assembly’s Committee of Publication was presented to Presbytery & accepted and Rev. J. D. West was elected to fill the vacancy.

Resolved, That Presbytery when it adjourn here, adjourn to meet in Meridian, at the call of the Moderator during the sessions of the Synod of Mississippi.







Presbytery took recess until 7 o’clock p.m.








7 o’clock p.m.

Presbytery met and proceeded to the ordination & installation as pastor of the Okolona Church, of licentiate George H. Steen agreeably to the Scriptures & according to the con​sti​tution of the Presbyterian Church in the United States.

The minutes were read and approved, & Presbytery adjourned with singing, prayer & the apostolic benediction to meet in Meridian at the call of the Moderator during the sessions of the Synod of Mississippi.








Rev. P. Gowan, Mod.








G. T. Storey, Clerk.

Attest:

G. T. Storey, S. C.

Approved as far as written in Synod at Meridian, Nov. 25th 1887.








A. H. Mecklin, Moderator.








Meridian, Miss., Nov. 23, [1887]

Pursuant to adjournment Presbytery met in the Meridian Presbyterian Church, 9 a.m., Nov. 23rd 1887. Presbytery was called to order by Rev. G. T. Storey, S. C.,
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the Moderator being absent.

Rev. James D. West was chosen Moderator and Rev. E. B. Witherspoon, Temporary Clerk.

Rev. Messrs. Jean Vane of Calvary Baptist Church, J. G. Boydston of the Cumberland Pres​byterian Church, & Wm. Hayne Leavell of the Congregational Church were invited to sit as visiting brethren.

Rev. Messrs. W. A. Alexander, Jno. H. Boyd, C. R. Dudley, John Hunter, D.D., [and] J. H. Alexander, D.D. were invited to sit as corresponding members.

The Elder of the Meridian Church asked permission for the Meridian Church to prosecute a call for the pastoral services of Rev. Wm. Hayne Leavell, a minister of the Congre​ga​tional Church. Mr. Leavell being present & desiring to be received into the Presbytery a motion was made & carried to proceed with the examination with a view to receiving him as a member of Presbytery. Rev. B. F. Peters was appointed to conduct the exami​nation. He was ex​amined on theology in the following order: regeneration, sanctifi​cation, justi​fication, eter​nal punishment, & election. He was also examined on the inspiration [of Scripture], the sac​ra​ments & church government. A motion was made to sustain the ex​am​i​nation & enroll Mr. Leavell as a member of Presbytery.

Pending that motion, Presbytery took recess until 2 ½ o’clock p.m.









2:30 p.m.

Presbytery met. The whole matter touching Mr. Leavell’s reception was put on the docket, and Rev. Z. B. Graves was allowed to make some voluntary statements 
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concern​ing certain rumors touching his Christian & ministerial character. After the state​ment of Rev. Z. B. Graves & also explanations made by Rev. B. F. Peters, a committee consisting of Rev. Messrs. A. H. Barkley & B. F. Peters & Elders R. F. Houston of the Meridian Church was appointed to consider all the facts known to Presbytery concerning these ru​mors and bring the matter in form before Presbytery recommending some definite action.




Presbytery then adjourned to meet at the call of the Moderator.








Nov. 25th 1887, 5 o’clock p.m.

Presbytery met at the call of the Moderator in the Presbyterian Church, Meridian, Miss.

Elders M. C. Smith, J. F. Smith, J.  S. Albright, [and] R. A. Minnis appeared & were en​rol​led.

Rev. Messrs J. N. Carothers, P. Gowan & J. M. Smith appeared and gave reasons for tar​diness which were sustained.

The committee appointed to examine into the whole matter touching Rev. Z. B. Graves’ Christian & ministerial character made a report which was received & adopted and is as follows: “The committee to which was referred the whole matter pertaining to divers and sundry rumors touching the Christian and ministerial character of Rev. Z. B. Graves and all papers and documents bearing upon the same have had these under
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advisement & after full and careful examination submit the following for your adoption as final action in this case. The records of the court show the charges & specifications to be: disorderly conduct, carrying concealed weapons, and refusing to pay [a] hackman. The law of Alabama admits of no explanations where unlawful weapons are found upon the person of anyone, except in cases of immanent peril. The explanation made to this body & to your committee by the Rev. Z. B. Graves as to how he came by the pistol & why he had it on his person at that particular time are satisfactory to the Presbytery & this act calls for no action at our hands. The second specification leads us to consider the occasion of the arrest of Rev. Z. B. Graves in the city of Birmingham, Ala., a few weeks since. He refused to pay a hackman which he conceived to be an exorbitant price which he was endeavoring to extort from him. It would have been better to have quietly sub​mitted to the exaction for the time being and then had recourse to the law, or to have borne it all without a parlay with the hackman about his unlawful charge. The statement made to this body by the Rev. Z. B. Graves at his own instance in which the details of this whole matter were minutely related are substantiated by the written statements of the civil officers & other gentlemen residing in the city of Birmingham, Alabama, who had
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had personal knowledge of the facts in the case. We do not find evidence to show that Rev. Z. B. Graves had at any time in the city of Meridian or in the city of Birmingham been drunk. He confessed to Presbytery & also to your committee that he had taken toddies and said, I did wrong & will do so no more & explained that the liquor which he had in Birmingham had been purchased for medicinal purposes to be used in his family. This Presbytery feels constrained to warn Rev. Z. B. Graves against the use of intoxicants and entreat him “to walk in wisdom toward them that are without.” The restlessness of Rev. Z. B. Graves after his arrest & the gathering up of a stick at the prison (which, how​ever, he neither used at any time nor at​tempted to use) which might readily have been con​strued by the officers as an unwillingness to submit to lawful authority, and yet your committee fail to find anything in these acts, beyond this, that would show a purpose or intent of the heart of resistance. Your committee find that Rev. Z. B. Graves greatly erred in this, that on discovering his name recorded in the book of the prison officer he mutilated the records by openly removing the leaf therefrom. This act does not meet the approval of this body. He should have submitted to the authority & refrained from in
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any wise defacing the book of the official. The Presbytery would and does hereby in the most emphatic, yet affectionate and fraternal terms admonish Rev. Z. B. Graves in future to “submit to the powers that be,” and in all things walk as becometh an ambassador of Jesus Christ.








Rev. A. H. Barkley






      Signed:
Rev. B. F. Peters
Committee








R. F. Houston

The motion to receive Rev. Wm Hayne Leavell was taken from the docket. Pending its consideration a motion was carried to request Mr. Leavell to appear before Presbytery again for the benefit of members who did not hear the first examination & also to make clear what were his precise views on the following subjects, viz.: infant baptism, justifica​tion by faith, and eternal punishment. 

Presbytery then took recess to meet at 7 o’clock p.m. at the law office of Capt. Thomas J. Woods.








7 o’clock p.m.

Presbytery was called to order by the Moderator. Presbytery instructed the Stated Clerk not to publish any report of this adjourned meeting of Presbytery.

While Presbytery was waiting for the appearance of Rev. Wm Hayne Leavell the follow​ing business was transacted: Rev. Robt. B. McAlpine requested Presbytery to dissolve the past​oral relation existing between himself and the Columbus Church
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Elder J. S. Albright of the Columbus Church presented the report of the action of that con​gregation concurring in the request of Rev. R. B. McAlpine, whereupon Presbytery granted the joint request and declared the relation dissolved.

The commission appointed to organize a colored Presbyterian Church in Starkville if the way be clear made the following report: “The commission met in Starkville 3 o’clock p.m., Sunday, Oct. 30, 1887 & was constituted with prayer by the chairman. Letters of dismission from the Starkville Church were received from the following persons, viz.: Ed. Montgomery, Cruise Higgins, Joe Bingham, Caroline Montgomery, Eliza Thompson, Eliza Davis, Maria McKell & Martha Moody. Cela Maxwell was received on profession of faith. Ed Mont​gom​ery as Elder & Joe Bingham as Deacon were regularly ordained & installed. “The Starkville Colored Presbyterian Church” was chosen as the name of the new church. The commission adjourned sine die. Closed with prayer.               G. T. Storey, Chairman, A. Ames, Clerk.

The report was approved & the church enrolled.

Elder J. S. Albright was excused from further attendance upon the sessions of Presbytery.








A recess for 20 minutes was taken.
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After 20 minutes Presbytery was called to order. Rev. Wm Hayne Leavell appeared be​fore Presbytery & explained his views on infant baptism, justification by faith, and eter​​nal punish​ment, after which Presbytery again entered upon consideration of the motion to sustain the examination. The following presbyters were excused from voting as they did not hear the entire examination, viz.: Elders M. C. Smith, D. W. Hamiter, R. A. Minnis, W. H. Hanna, & Rev. Messrs. J. M. Smith & P. Gowan. Whereupon the vote was taken & the examination sustained.

Rev. G. T. Storey then presented a paper containing the minute of an ecclesiastical coun​cil regularly assembled Oct 24th 1886 in the chapel of the Brighton Congregation, District of Boston, Mass., which testifies that Rev. Wm Hayne Leavell was orderly re​leased from the past​orate of the Brighton Congregation, Oct. 27th 1886 & bears “wit​ness to their own high ap​preciation and esteem of him as a brother beloved, and to rec​om​mend him to the churches as an able and estimable minister of Christ.”

In view of this testimony and of the examination prosecuted by Presbytery upon his upon application Rev. Wm Hayne Leavell was received as a member of Presbytery and his name enrolled. 

The call of the Meridian Church for the pastoral services of Rev. W. H. Leavell was re​ferred to a committee consisting of Rev. A. H. Barkley and Elder M. C. Smith to examine & see if it was in order. The comm. reported call in order & recommended that it be placed in Mr. Lea​vell’s hands. Adopted.
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Mr. Leavell not being present Presbytery adjourned to meet at the call of the Moderator. Closed with prayer by Rev. J. M. Smith.








Nov. 26th, 12 noon.

Presbytery met at the call of the Moderator. Rev. Wm Hayne Leavell was given per​mission to hold the call of the Meridian Church until Spring meeting of Presbytery.

Presbytery then after reading & correcting & approving minutes adjourned to meet in Macon, Miss., 11 a.m. Thursday before the first full moon in April 1888. Closed with prayer by Moderator.








J. D. West, Mod.








E. B. Witherspoon, Tem. Clerk.

Attest: G. T. Storey, S. C.








Macon, Miss., April 18th 1888

Revs. Messrs A. B. Coit & J. W. Moseley and Ruling Elders Dr. J. D. Hutchinson & G. W. Cox being present in Macon at 9 a.m., April 18th, the time & place appointed for a called meeting & there not being a quorum present, Rev. J. W. Moseley took the chair and ad​journed the meeting until 9 p.m.








9 o’clock p.m., April 18th 1888

Presbytery was called to order by Rev.
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J. D. West the last Moderator present. There being a quorum Presbytery was constituted with prayer. Present: Ministers—A. B. Coit, A. H. Barkley, J. W. Moseley, J. D. West & G. T. Storey; Ruling Elders—G. W. Cox, Dr J. D. Hutchinson, J. M. Ware & R. A. Mur​dock. Elder J. M. Ware was chosen Temporary Clerk.

At his own request a letter of dismission was given Rev. R. B. McAlpine to unite with Tus​kaloosa Presbytery.

The matter touching the call of the Columbus Church was postponed until the regular meet​ing of Presbytery.

The minutes were read & approved & Presbytery adjourned with prayer to meet in Macon, 11 a.m., April 19th 1888.








Rev. J. D. West, Mod.








J. M. Ware, Tem. Clerk.

Attest:
G. T. Storey, S. C.








Macon, Miss., April 19th 1888

The Presbytery of Tombeckbee met in the Presbyterian Church, Macon, Miss., 11 a.m., April 19th 1888, and was opened with [a] sermon by the Moderator, Rev. J. D. West from Eph. 3:11 & after sermon was constituted with prayer.

The following ministers and elders were at Presbytery (The figure to the right indicating the day of enrollment.) [No figures appear.]

Ministers:

A. H. Barkley, A. B. Coit, J. W. Moseley, J. M. Smith, J. D. West, Geo. H. Steen, Wm. Hayne Leavell, G. T. Storey, M. J. Mclean, E. B. Witherspoon, [and] P. Gowan.

Ruling Elders:

R. C. Patty




Macon Church

R. A. Murdock



Okolona
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J. M. Ware




Starkville

R. M. Sanders




Sandersville

Dr. J. D. Hutchinson



Hamilton

R. V. Love




Meridian

Wm Kellis




Pleasant Springs

Dr. A. C. Malloy



Unity

Alex. A. Montgomery



Osborn

T. L. Wilson




Friendship

W. H. Power




Weir

G. W. Cox




Columbus

Rev. J. M. Smith was chosen Moderator & Elder J. M. Ware Temporary Clerk.

Reading of Minutes & Standing Rules was suspended to hear the report of the Evangelist, Rev. J. D. West, which was read & placed on the docket.

Rev. J. D. West requested permission to labor outside the bounds of Presbytery for next six months—put on docket.

Time of sessions of Presbytery fixed at 8:30 to 11 a.m. & 2:30 to 5:30 p.m.








Recess was taken until 2:30 p.m.








2:30 p.m., Thursday, April 19th 1888

Presbytery resumed business. Permission was given Rev. B. F. Peters to labor outside the bounds of Presbytery. His reasons for absence from present meeting of Presbytery were given & sustained.

Minutes of last meeting of Presbytery together with Standing Rules were read.

Rev. Messrs S. D. Lang of the M. E. Church South & J. D. Jamison of the Baptist Church were invited to seats as visiting brethren & were introduced to Presbytery by the Modera​tor.
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The Moderator announced the following Standing Committees:

Bills & Overtures—Rev. G. T. Storey & R. M. Sanders.

Judicial—Rev. Geo. H. Steen & Wm. Kellies.

Devotional Exercises—Rev. A. B. Coit & R. C. Patty.

Statistical Report—Rev. E. B. Witherspoon & Dr. A. C. Malloy.

Report on Sab. Schools—Rev. J. W. Moseley & R. A. Murdock.

Auditing Comm.—Rev. W. H. Leavell & Dr. J. D. Hutchinson.

Minutes of Synod—Rev. J. D. West & R. V. Love.

Systematic Benef.—Rev. A. B. Coit & Wm Kellis.

Narrative—Rev. Geo. H. Steen & R. C. Patty.

Leave of Absence—Rev. E. B. Witherspoon & R. M. Sanders.

The Statistical Reports were ordered placed in the hands of the Stated Clerk & he [was] in​structed to complete the Statistical Report & forward the same to Gen’l Assembly.

It was made the first order of the day for tomorrow to hear the reading of the narratives from the churches.

A call of the Starkville Colored Presbyterian Church was received & referred to a com​mit​tee consisting of Rev. J. D. West & Wm Kellis.


a call of Hattiesburg Ch. for pastoral services of Rev. J. M. Smith was received & re​ferred to same committee.

The Corresponding Member of the Assembly’s Comm. on Home Missions made his re​port which was received & referred to the Auditing Committee.
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Rev. A. B. Coit, Chairman

Evangelistic Fund

1887

April

Total cash from Hamilton Church

  2.50





  Osborne


  1.50





  Sandersville


  2.00





  Weir



  2.00





  Salem



    .50

  8.50

Oct



  Buena Vista


  2.25





  Friendship


  3.25





  Houston


  2.75

  8.25




W. A. Powell for B. F. Peters
            33.33

33.33




W. A. Powell for J M. Coleman         25.00

25.00










75.08

[Disbursements]




By cash paid W. A. Powell

  8.50




Ditto




  8.25




Ditto



            33.33




By cash paid J. M. Coleman
            25.00

75.08

Invalid Fund

1887

April


[Received of] A. H. Barkley

75.00





  Enon Church


  1.80





  Salem



  1.75





  Shiloh


  4.75

June



  Hattiesburg


  3.25

July



  Vernal


  5.00






  Purvis


  2.15

Aug



  Starkville


  2.50

Oct



  Weir



  1.50





  Bloomfield


  3.60





  Macon


  8.50





  W. A. Powell

          125.00




J. Q. Poindexter for Mrs. M. E. E.
  5.00

March 1888


  W. A. Powell

          125.00







          364.80
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1887



[Disbursements]

April



Pd. Mrs Peden


25.00





Pd. Mrs Bradshaw

25.00





Pd. Mrs Emerson

25.00

July



Pd. W. A. Powell

11.55





Ditto



  7.15





Ditto



  2.50

Oct.



Ditto



  5.10





Ditto



  8.50

Nov.



Pd. Mrs Peden


25.00





Pd. Mrs Love


25.00





Pd. Mrs Bradshaw

25.00





Pd. Mrs Richardson

25.00





Pd. Mrs Emerson

25.00

March 1888


Pd. Mrs Richardson

25.00





Pd. Mrs Love


25.00





Pd. Mrs Bradshaw

25.00





Pd. Mrs Peden


25.00





Pd. Mrs Emerson

30.00







        $364.80

The vouchers for Mrs Peden’s and Mrs Emerson’s payment for Spring 1888 have not been received but the money has been forwarded. See page 453.
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         Sustentation Fund

1887

April



From   A. H. Barkley
          112.50





 
Bethel Church

    .50






Weir


  1.70






Osborn


  1.50






Hamilton

  2.50






Sandersville

  1.00

Aug.




Starkville

  2.50






W. A. Powell
          112.50






Pleasant Springs              .55

Dec.




Good Hope

  2.50






Sandersville

    .90






Macon


  6.00






Pisgah


  2.00






Enterprise

  2.40






Heidelberg

  4.90






Geo. Steen

  1.50






West Point

  1.30






W. A. Powell
          200.00







          456.75

[Disbursed]





Pd. M. J. McLean

45.00





Pd. A. H. Mecklin

22.50





Pd. J. M. Smith

45.00





Pd. W. A. Powell

  7.20





Ditto



  2.50





Pd. M. J. McLean

45.00





Pd. A. H. Mecklin

22.50





Pd. J. M. Smith

45.00





Pd. W. A. Powell

    .55





Ditto



  3.40





Ditto



15.30





Ditto



  1.50





Ditto



  1.30





Pd. J. M. Smith

50.00





Pd. M. J. McLean

50.00





Pd. A. H. Mecklin

50.00





Pd. J. W. Moseley

50.00







          456.75

Amt. Contributed
                        456.75

Amt. from W. A. Powell
            425.00
Amt. contributed by Presbytery
$31.75

[421]

The committee to whom was referred the call from the Hattiesburg Church for pastoral servi​ces of Rev. J. M. Smith reported that the call was in order & recommended that it be placed in Mr Smith’s hands.






Recess was taken until after divine service tonight.








Thursday night after Divine Service

Presbytery was called to order & proceeded to business.

Rev. P. Gowan appeared & gave reasons for tardiness which were sustained.

Elders L. L. Wilson from Friendship Ch., Alex. A. Montgomery of Osborn & W. H. Powers of Weir & G. W. Cox appeared & were enrolled.

A call of Columbus Church for the pastoral services of Rev. J. H. Boyd of Central Miss. Presbytery was received & referred to a committee consisting of Rev A. H. Barkley & Elder A. A. Montgomery.

The committee to whom was referred the call from the Starkville Colored Presbyterian Church for the pastoral services of licentiate J. M. Coleman reported the same in order & it was placed in the hands of Coleman.

Report of Committee on Call of Columbus Ch.

The committee appointed to examine the call from the Columbus Church for the pastoral ser​vices of Rev. John H. Boyd, a member of Central Mississippi Presbytery have ex​am​ined the same & finding it in order recommend that Elders G. W. Cox & Jno. A. Neilson, commis​sioners of said church be empowered to prosecute said call before Central Miss. Presbytery now in session in Canton, Miss. Approved.

Presbytery adjourned until 8:30 o’clock tomorrow morning.









        Closed with prayer.
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Friday, April 20th, 8:30 a.m.

Presbytery met and spent half an hour in devotional exercises after which it was opened with prayer. Minutes of yesterday were read, corrected and approved.

The first order of the day was taken up and narratives were read from the following churches: Friendship, Houston, Okolona, Aberdeen, Unity, Hamilton, Columbus, Stark​ville, Bywy, Ack​erman, Mt Zion, Weir, Osborn, Bethsalem, Lebanon, Macon, Meridian, Sandersville, [and] Knox.= 19. Oral reports were made from Carolina, Toomsuba, Lau​derdale, Newton, Pleasant Springs, Ellisville, Shiloh, Enon, Hattiesburg, DeKalb, [and] Wahalak.

Some papers relative to Rev. Z. B. Graves were presented by Rev. G. T. Storey and were referred to a special committee of Rev. Messrs. P. Gowan, W. H. Leavell & J. D. West.

Devotional Comm. reported recommending the hearing of the Presbyterial Sermon today at 11 a.m. Approved.








Recess 10 minutes.

After recess the Presbyterial Sermon was preached by Rev. P. Gowan on the Office & Work of the Holy Spirit.

It was made the special order of the day for 3 o’clock p.m. to consider the work of Pres​byterial Evangelism in connection with the report & request of our Evangelist.
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The Moderator announced the following committees on sessional records, viz.:

Meridian—Rev. P. Gowan & A. A. Montgomery.

Hamilton—Rev. A. B. Coit & T. L. Wilson.

Columbus—Rev. G. T. Storey & W. H. Power.

Starkville—Rev. A. H. Barkley & R. C. Patty.

Okolona—Rev. J. W. Moseley & R. V. Love.

Macon—Rev. J. D. West & Dr. J. D. Hutchinson.

Starkville—Col. R. A. Murdock & R. M. Sanders.

Unity—Rev. Geo. H. Steen & Wm Kellis.

Aberdeen—W. H. Leavell & R. V. Love.

Weir—Rev. E. B. Witherspoon & T. L. Wilson.

Osborn—Rev. Geo. H. Steen & Dr. J. D. Hutchinson.








Recess until 2:30 p.m.








2:30 p.m.

Presbytery met & resumed business. The blank sent out by the Assembly’s Committee on the Sabbath was referred to Rev. A. B. Coit & Rev. J. D. West as a comm. to fill it out.

The treasurer of the Committee on Domestic Missions made a report which was received & referred to the Auditing Committee.

The treasurer of the Committee on Domestic Missions respectfully submits the following re​​port to Presbytery in session in Macon, April 1888:
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Amt. reported at Enterprise

548.05



From 
Knox Church


  16.75




Wahalak


  11.20




Rev. P. Gowan

    4.00




Toomsuba


119.75




Lauderdale


  20.00




Pisgah



  12.90




G. T. Storey


  35.00




Carolina


130.60




Good Hope


    5.00




Sandersville


    6.00




Ladies Miss. Soc. Columbus
  10.15




Earnest Miss. Band, Columbus  12.00




Columbus Church

    30.00




Hamilton


    58.90




Unity



    43.35




W. A. Love


    25.00




Louisville


      2.00




J. D. West


    50.00




Okolona


      2.55




Philadelphus


      7.10




Aberdeen


    32.70




Meridian


    16.00




Carolina


    28.15




Sandersville


      6.00




Starkville


    23.00




Macon



    15.00




Paulding


    15.00




Rev. A. B. Coit

    15.00




Osborn



    10.00




Friends


    15.00






          $1311.15

Cash paid the Evangelist $1311.15.

The receipts of the Evangelists are herewith submitted as vouchers.








G. T. Storey, Treasurer.

Candidate Frank Dowd was at his own request transferred to North Mississippi Presby​tery.
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The following commission was appointed to install Rev. Wm Hayne Leavell pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of Meridian, viz.: Rev. E. B. Witherspoon to preside & pro​pound questions, Rev. Jno. Hunger, D.D., by request to preach the sermon; Rev. P. Go​wan to charge the pastor; Rev. J. D. West to charge the people with Elder R. V. Love.

The report of the Evangelist was taken from the docket, discussed & approved. The fol​lowing is the “Summary” of the report: “Since Presbytery there have been twenty-eight Sab​baths; 4 have been spent in protracted meetings, 4 in visiting churches & 13 given to supply work, one in attending Dr. E. O. Guerrant’s meeting in Kosciusko. One failed to make an appointment on account of not hearing from the church & five failed from bad weather & high water. I have received ten by examination & six by letter; have ordained & installed three elders & two deacons. Expenses in supply work have been $73.80; collected in supply work $363.95. Expenses in protracted meetings have been $14.05 & collected in them $53.00. Expenses in visiting churches $17.50 & collected $51.40. Total expense 103.35. Total collection 468.35.”

After the consideration of this report together with the request of Rev. J. D. West for per​mission to labor outside the bounds of Presbytery the following resolutions were adopted: Resolved, 1st. That Rev. J. D. West be invited to continue in the Evangelistic work for one year from this date and Presbytery hereby guarantees to Bro. West a salary of $1200.00/100 & traveling expenses to be paid quarterly.
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2nd. That the Committee on Domestic Missions be and is hereby authorized and em​powered to assign the Evangelist to such work in the bounds of Presbytery as may be deemed best cal​culated to promote the Evangelistic work and at the same time make the same self-supporting as far as possible, provided, that said committee shall have power to grant leave to Bro. West to engage in supply work a part of his time if the same shall be necessary to raise the full amount of salary & expenses hereby guaranteed.

3rd. That the present Committee on Domestic Missions be discharged at its own request.

[4th.] That the new Committee on Domestic Missions to be now appointed by the Moder​a​tor shall consist of three members, all of whom shall be residents of Starkville. 

The Moderator appointed the following committee in compliance with the above resolu​tion, viz.: Rev. G. T. Storey, Capt Jno M. Ware & Judge W. M. Rogers.

The following requests of churches for permission to employ stated supplies were granted, viz.: Buena Vista one-half the time of Rev. Geo. H. Steen for $100 until next meeting of Pres​bytery; Macon one-half the time of Rev. A. B. Coit for 1 year for $450.00 to be paid quarterly
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Osborn one-fourth of the time of Rev. G. T. Storey for one year for $200.

Presbytery’s report to the Assembly on Sabbath schools was approved and ordered for​warded to the Assembly.

The Corresponding Member made a report which was received & referred to the Audit​ing Committee & is as follows: 

Foreign Missions Fund

1877-8



From 
Hattiesburg Church


    2.15




Vernal




    1.00




Enterprise



  11.85




Vernal




    5.00




Heidelberg



    6.00




Sandersville



    1.00




Philadelphus



    4.00




Salem




    1.75




Hattiesburg



    3.25




Enon




    1.80




Shiloh




    4.75
= $42.50




Macon




    7.50




Bethel




    4.00




Hamilton



    2.00




Salem




    1.00




Vernal




    1.00
=  15.50

[Disbursed]




Pd. L. C. Inglis


  42.55




Cash on hand



  15.50
= 58.50








Rev. J. W. Moseley,






Cor. Mem. of the Assem. Comm. on For. Miss.

Recess until Divine Service.
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After preaching Presbytery was called to order by the Moderator. It was made the 1st order of the day for tomorrow morning to receive reports from the respective committees on sessional records.

Mr. Robt. L. Campbell was introduced to Presbytery and was examined on the evidences of a new heart & his motives for seeking the gospel ministry. The examination was sus​tained & Mr Campbell was received under the care of Presbytery as a candidate for the gospel minis​try.

Rev. G. T. Storey made some statements in reference to the expense of building a colored Presbyterian Church in Starkville & the support of licentiate J. M. Coleman, whereupon the following resolution was adopted, viz.: “That the Stated Clerk of Presbytery be in​structed to prepare a statement of the facts concerning the needs of the Starkville Colored Presbyterian Church and send to all our churches with the request that each take up a col​lection for it & forward the same to him at Starkville, Miss.”

Licentiate J. M. Coleman signified to Presbytery his acceptance of the call of the Stark​ville Col. Presbyterian Ch., whereupon Presbytery proceeded to examine him with a view to ordi​nation. He was examined on church government, sacraments,
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systematic theology & ecclesiastical history, all of which were sustained as parts of trial.

Presbytery adjourned until 8:30 tomorrow morning.









Closed with prayer.








Saturday, 8:30 a.m., April 21st 1888

Presbytery met & spent one-half hour in devotional exercises, after which the minutes of yesterday were read & approved.

Rev. J. D. West & R. C. Patty [were] appointed as a committee to examine records of Buena Vista Church.

The respective committees on Aberdeen, Osborn, [and the] Starkville Colored Presby​ter​ian Church reported recommending their approval as far as written. Approved.

Records of Meridian approved as far as written with [the] following exceptions, viz.: 1. On page 198 there is no record that a meeting held Aug 1, was opened or closed with prayer. 2. On pages 199-200-201 there is no record that meetings held were closed with prayer.

Starkville approved with exceptions which were not given to S. C.

Hamilton approved with exceptions not given to S. C.

The Committee on the Narrative made a report which was adopted & ordered forwarded to Assembly. [Note by S. C. I made a copy of Narrative & sent to Gen’l Assembly & sent the original to editor of S.W. Presbyterian for publication before any record was made. It was never published & so I have no narrative to record.]
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Rev. J. L. Stuart, one of our missionaries in Hangchow, China, being present, was invited to a seat as a corresponding member & also to address the Presbytery in reference to his work in China.

Hattiesburg was chosen as the place for holding fall meeting of Presbytery.

Rev. J. M. Smith signified his acceptance of the call of the Hattiesburg Church & the following commission was appointed to install him pastor: Rev. E. B. Witherspoon to preside, preach the sermon & propound constitutional questions; Rev. G. T. Storey to charge the pastor & Rev. P. Gowan to charge the people.

The Corresponding Member of the Assembly’s Committee on Education made the fol​low​ing report which was adopted: First as to Candidates: Mr W. E. Weaver is at Heidel​berg in the school of Prof. A. N. W. Smith. He so far as I can learn is doing the best he can. He needs financial help. Mr W. S. Hamiter is prosecuting his studies at Clarksville, Tenn. I receive his monthly reports and his standing month by month in almost all his studies is excellent. He needs pecuniary aid & fears it will be necessary to teach next year in order to be able to finish his education. Mr Willie Patrick for lack of means & because of sickness is not in school but at home in Enterprise.
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Secondly as to Collections: Up to the 1st of March only Starkville, Garlandsville, Hatties​burg, Shiloh & Enon had reported any collections to the Assembly’s Committee. The Assembly’s apportionment for this Presbytery is $250 & up to March 1st only $20 had been contributed. I sent a card in January to all the churches asking that this collection be taken up.

Mr. R. L. Campbell received under our care at this meeting will be placed in Bro. Smith’s school in Heidelberg, Miss. & will need pecuniary aid.








Respectfully submitted,








J. M. Smith, Chairman.

The committee to whom certain papers relating to the Rev. Z. B. Graves were referred respectfully report that they have examined the same & recommend the following action:

(1) This Presbytery having received satisfactory information of the mental derangement of the Rev. Z. B. Graves, a member of this body hereby expresses the belief that his irregular and at times violent conduct during the past year [was] due to this sad condition and that he is not therefore justly liable to censure for his conduct.

(2) That we hereby express our sincere sympathy for him & his family and commend him & them to the merciful kindness of God praying that he may soon be restored & per​mitted to pursue the duties of his sacred calling.




Signed by P. Gowan, J. D. West, W. H. Leavell, Committee.
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The committee was instructed to forward a letter of consolation to his wife.

The Corresponding Member of the Assembly’s Comm. on Publication made a report which was adopted and is as follows: “I have received & forwarded from Good Hope $2.50, San​dersville .50 cents. During this meeting of Presbytery [I] have received & now have in my possession from Macon $7.00, Bethel 2.00 & Hamilton 1.00.








J. D. West, Chairman

The Auditing Committee reported that it had examined the reports & accounts of the Comm. on Home Missions, on Foreign Missions, of the treasurer of the Comm. on Do​m​es​tic Mis​sions & the Treasurer of Presbytery & find them correct and recommend their approval. Adopted.

Whereas at a former meeting of Presbytery Rev A. B. Coit did tender a deed of certain school property located in Jasper County at Garlandsville upon expressed conditions, and whereas the chairman of the committee appointed by Presbytery to examine & see whe​ther Presbytery could comply with said conditions is absent & and sent no report, There​fore be it resolved that further time be granted the committee with discretionary power to accept the same if in their judgment they should deem it wise & report to the
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next Presbytery. Rev. W. H. Leavell was added to the committee. (see page 399)

Presbytery’s report on Systematic Beneficence to the General Assembly was received & ap​proved & ordered forwarded to the General Assembly to convene in Baltimore.

Rev. J. D. West was elected principal & Rev. A. H. Barkley & Elder R. C. Patty and R. V. Love alternate commissioners to the assembly to convene in Baltimore in May next.

Rev. Messrs. P. Gowan & E. B. Witherspoon were appointed a committee to select a prea​cher & essayist & subjects for the Presbyterial Sermon & Essay at next regular meet​ing of Presbytery.

Rev. G. T. Storey & Alex. A. Montgomery were appointed a committee on the records of Bethsalem Church, and Rev. A. B. Coit & R. V. Love on the records of Lebanon Church.

The following report of the comm. appointed to select preacher &c was received & adopted, viz.: Presbyterial Sermon—Vicarious Atonement. Principal: Rev. A. H. Barkley, alternate, Geo. H. Steen. Essay—The Evangelist: The Office & Work Scripturally & Prac​tically Con​sidered. Principal: Rev. A. B. Coit, alternate, J. W. Moseley.









Recess until 2:30 p.m.








2:30 p.m., Saturday, April 21st 

Presbytery met & resumed business. The respective committees made reports on the fol​low​ing sessional records.

[434]

Lebanon, approving as far as written with the following exceptions: 1. Book has not been be​fore Presbytery before since [sic] 1885. 2. Some meetings not opened with prayer. 3. Nar​ra​tive not approved by Session.

Bethsalem, approved as far as written with following exceptions: 1. Have not been before Presbytery since 1885. 2. Book is not paged. 3. Recess is taken overnight in following in​stances, viz.: July 25-26 1886, Sept. 26-27, 1887, Aug. 28-31, 1887. 4. The meeting of Sept 27 records no adjournment & is not signed by clerk.

Buena Vista, approved with following exceptions: 1. The book has not been before Pres​by​tery since 1884, 2. Session does not require reports from delegates to higher courts. 

Weir, approved with following exceptions: 1. From July 27-29 1885, the Session took recess from day to day. 2. The book has not been before Presbytery since 1885. 

Okolona, approved with exceptions which were not given Stated Clerk.

A communication from Rev. J. N. Carothers was received and referred to a special com​mit​tee of Rev. J. D. West & Dr. J. D. Hutchinson.

Judicial Committee reported no business & was discharged.
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The examination of licentiate J. M. Coleman was again taken up & he preached a sermon on John 17:17 which was sustained as part of trial. His examination was then sustained as a whole. The following commission was appointed to ordain & install him pastor of the Stark​ville Colored Presbyterian Church the 1st Sunday in May 1888, viz.: Rev. A. H. Bark​ley to preside & preach the sermon and propound the constitutional questions; Rev. P. Gowan to charge the pastor; Rev. G. T. Storey to charge the people & Ruling Elder J. M. Ware.

Bro. Carothers & Friendship Church. The committee to whom was referred the communi​cation from Bro. Carothers made a report which was adopted & is as follows: 1st. That no steps be taken in the matter for the present by Presbytery; 2. That the Committee of Pres​byterial Evangelism be directed to send the Evangelist to hold a meeting as soon as prac​tic​able if desired by the church; 3. That the Corresponding Member of the Assem​bly’s Com​mit​tee for Evangelism be directed to apply for $50.00 for Rev. J. N. Carothers in his work among the colored people.

Vote of Thanks. Whereas the Presbytery has been entertained by the citizens of Macon with such kind, considerate & profuse hospitality, therefore, be it Resolved That 1. our thanks are due & are hereby tendered to our kind entertainers; 2. That we recognize with gratitude the Great Head of the Church, the Christian courtesy of our sister denomi​na​tions who have ten​dered to us the use of their pulpits
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Per Capita Tax

1887-8

Amt. in hand per last report


  21.00



From   Treas. pro. tem.


  54.20




Bethel Church



    3.30




Heidelberg



    2.50




Hamilton



    3.00




Pleasant Springs


    1.20
=
85.20



Paid Treas. Synod



  20.00



Paid Stated Clerk’s salary


  12.50



Cash in hand




  52.70
=
85.20








A. N. Barkley, Treas.

Commissioners’ Fund

1887-8



   



From 
Bethel Church



    2.00




Heidelberg



    2.00




Macon




    4.00




Sandersville



    2.00




Meridian



    8.00




Hamilton



    2.00




Hattiesburg



    1.00




Shiloh




    1.00




Starkville



    6.00




Okolona



    5.00




Unity




    2.00




Aberdeen



    7.00




Osborn




    2.00




Columbus



  10.00




Crawford



    2.00




Weir




    2.00




Lebanon



    2.00




Buena Vista



    2.00




Friendship



    2.00




Bloomfield



    2.00




Houston



    2.00
=
$68.00

[Disbursement]



By cash to Commissioners


  68.00








A. H. Barkley, Treasurer

Recess until 8 p.m.
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8 p.m.

Presbytery met & was moderated by Rev. G. T. Storey at request of the Moderator. 

Rev. A. H. Barkley who had been appointed thereto at Fall Presbytery, read a carefully pre​pared paper on The History of Presbyterianism.

The Committee on Domestic Missions was instructed to assign evangelistic work to the min​is​ters of Presbytery for the 5th Sabbaths to be done with consent of churches.

Minutes of today were read and approved. On motion, with singing, prayer and the apostolic benediction, the Presbytery adjourned to meet in Hattiesburg, 11 o’clock a.m., Thursday before the 1st full moon in October.








Rev. J. M. Smith, Moderator








J. M. Ware, Tem. Clerk

Attest:
G. T. Storey, S. C.
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Pro Re Nata Meeting








Starkville, July 10th 1888

Pursuant to a call issued by the Moderator, Rev. J. M. Smith, in accordance with the Book of Church Order, Ch. 5, Sec. IV, Presbytery met in Presbyterian Church., 10 a.m.

Present—Ministers: J. D. West, Geo. H. Steen G. T. Storey, J. N. Carothers, J. M. Cole​man, A. B. Coit, Wm Hayne Leavell, E. B. Witherspoon, A. H. Barkley & Elders G. W. Cox & Cecil Bardwell.

Rev. E. B. Witherspoon was chosen Moderator, Mr. G. W. Cox, Temporary Clerk.

Rev. F. Y. Presley of the A. R. Pres. Ch. & Rev. Mr. Gillespie of Col. Meth. Church were invited to sit as visiting brethren. 

Rev. G. T. Storey stated that it was his desire that the pastoral relation between himself & the Starkville Ch. be dissolved & that he be dismissed to Central Miss. Presbytery to accept the call from the Ch. at Greenville. On motion his request was granted & letter of dismission given. The Starkville Church by its delegate concurred in Mr. Storey’s request for a dissolu​tion of the relation of pastor & people. The action of Presbytery was taken after prayerful con​sideration. 





 The hour having arrived for preaching a recess was taken.

After recess Presbytery came to order at the call of the 
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Moderator, Rev. A. B. Coit was chosen Stated Clerk in place of Mr Storey dismissed to Cent​ral Miss. Pres. at his request.

On motion Mr. Albion Ames was made chairman Comm. on Domestic Missions instead of Mr Storey.

Closed with prayer.








G. W. Cox, Tem. Clerk.








E. B. Witherspoon, Mod.

Attest:

A. B. Coit, S. C.
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Hattiesburg, Miss., Oct 18th 1888

The Presbytery of Tombeckbee met in the Presbyterian Church in Hattiesburg, Thursday, Oct 18 at 11 o’clock a.m., and was opened with a sermon by Rev. A. H. Barkley at the request of the Moderator. After sermon Presbytery was constituted with prayer by the Moderator, Rev J. M. Smith. Roll was called and the following members answered to their names.

Ministers


A. H. Barkley





Wm H. Leavell


A. B. Coit





J. M. Smith


J. M. Coleman





H. C. Smith


Peter Gowan





J. D. West

E. B. Witherspoon

Elders


B. P. McLeod





E. A. Whitt


M. F. Smith





Wm Edmonds


M. C. Smith





Albion Ames

After roll call, Rev E. B. Witherspoon was chosen Moderator and Mr. Wm Edmonds Clerk.





Presbytery took recess until half past two o’clock.


At half past two o’clock, Presbytery met & minutes of last regular and called meetings were read, also Standing Rules of Presbytery.

The request of Rev. B. F. Peters

[441]

that he be dismissed to the Presbytery of Louisiana was read & on motion was granted.

The request of Unity Church for permission to employ Rev. J. D. West one-fourth of his time was tabled, in order to hear first the report of Evangelistic Committee employing Mr. West as Evangelist.

Rev. J. W. Moseley was at his own request dismissed by Presbytery to the Presbytery of Red River.

The request of Bethel Church for permission to employ Rev. J. D. West was tabled.

A letter was read from Rev. Z. B. Graves reporting that he was engaged in working in the in​terest of religious papers in Texas pending the recovery of his health. A committee con​sisting of Rev. A. H. Barkley, Wm H. Leavell & M. C. Smith was appointed to draft a suitable reply.

Rev. M. J. McLean’s reasons for non-attendance at this meeting of Presbytery were on mo​tion sustained.

The report of the commission appointed to install Rev. J. M. Coleman pastor of the Col. Church at Starkville was received and is as follows: “The commission appointed at the last meeting of Pres. to ordain & install Rev J. M. Coleman pastor of the Starkville Col​ored
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Presbyterian Church on the 1st Sabbath in May 1888, report that they performed that duty in accordance with the provisions of the Form of Government made & provided, Sec. 5.”








Respectfully submitted,








A. H. Barkley, Chairman.

The report was adopted.

The commission appointed to install Rev. Wm H. Leavell pastor of meridian Church asked for more time, and that Rev. E. B. Witherspoon be requested to preach the sermon in place of Dr Hunter, and that the service take place Wednesday, Nov. 7th at 7:15 p.m.

The commission appointed to install Rev. J. M. Smith pastor of Hattiesburg Pres. Church reported & asked for time to report in full. Request granted.

On motion the report of Committee on Domestic Missions was taken up for consider​ation, under which general subject, Rev. J. D. West, Presbyterial Evangelist, made the following report. Summary. “I held seven meetings embracing nine Sabbaths, devoted to supply work twelve Sabbaths, last two Sabbaths
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by sickness, one by quarantine. Received since last meeting of Presbytery twenty-seven mem​​bers, omitting Rev. Storey’s and Barkley’s week at Hamilton. 

Expenses: 


  $63.05

Contributed from meetings       184.15

Contributed from Supply work 172.65




  358.80”

The report of the Committee on Domestic Missions was read & turned over to the Audit​ing Committee. (Report not given Stated Clerk.)




Presbytery took recess until after divine service this evening.

At half past eight Presbytery met, and on motion adjourned with prayer by Rev. J. D. West to meet at 8:30 a.m. Friday.








Friday morning, 8:30

Presbytery met. After half an hour’s devotional exercise was opened with prayer by the Mod​erator. Roll called.

A request from West Point Church for the services of Rev. J. D. West was tabled to await the action of Presbytery on evangelistic work.

The order of the day being [called], Domestic Missions was then taken up and it was moved that Rev J. D. West be requested to continue to act as Presbyterial Evangelist & in view of his need of rest that he be granted two
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month’s vacation. The motion was seconded & carried.

On motion the Com. on Domestic Missions was moved to Meridian & the following members charged to serve on it: Wm. Edmunds, Chairman, Ed. H. Dial, Robt. Love. Rev. Wm H. Leavell & Rev. E. B. Witherspoon were made honorary members. The further con​sideration of this subject was continued until 4 o’clock p.m. 

The thanks of Presbytery were tendered to the Starkville Domestic Missions Committee for the faithful & efficient manner [with] which they had transacted the business commit​ted to their care.

The following committees were appointed:

Judicial—Rev. A. H. Barkley, Mr. M. C. Smith, Mr. S. L. Wilson, Rev. P. Gowan.

Devotional Exercises—Rev. J. M. Smith, Elder M. F. Smith.

Report on Sabbath Schools—Rev. H. C. Smith, Elders Albion Ames, J. W. Brunner.
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Auditing Committee—Elders L. Wilson, E. A. White.

Minutes of Assembly—Ministers J. D. West, Wm Hayne Leavell, Elder M. C. Smith.

Systematic Benevolence—Ministers P. Gowan, Elder M. F. Smith.

Narrative—Elder E. A. White, Albion Ames.






On motion Presbytery took recess until 2:30 p.m.








At 2:30 p.m. 

Presbytery met. The reports of the commissioners to the General Assembly were rec’d and their diligence was approved. The vote of postponement of the subject of Domestic Missions until 4 p.m. was reconsidered and a motion to take up the subject at once car​ried. The following proposition of Elder Wm Edmunds was submitted.

Proposition of Elder Wm Edmunds to Tombeckbee Presbytery: I hereby propose to deed to Tombeckbee Presbytery a lot in Meridian, Miss., to be used as a manse for the Pres​byterial 
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Evangelist under the following conditions, viz.: Presbytery is to build a suitable house thereon, and should Presbytery at any time fail to use said house for said purpose on account of the discontinuance of the evangelistic work, then said property shall revert back to me, clear of encumbrance, provided however I shall pay Presbytery whatever the improvements on said lot shall be worth at the time said property shall revert back to me, the said value to be decided by a committee appointed by the said Presbytery. Dated at Hattiesburg, Miss., Oct 20th 1888.








Wm Edmunds

It was moved and carried that Mr. Edmunds offer be accepted and that the Com. of Domestic Missions be instructed to take the matter in charge & if the way be clear build a manse provided the Presbytery be not involved in debt. 

The general rule requiring the reading of the narratives was suspended averring to the shortness of time & the narratives were ordered given to the chairman of Committee on the Narrative
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Rev. J. M. Coleman stated to Presbytery that by raising of $40.00 the church of which he is pastor would be greatly helped & enabled to pay off debts resting on the church. He was on motion appointed a committee of one to try & raise the money by contribution.

Meridian was chosen as the place for holding the Spring meeting of Presbytery. Scooba & Columbus were also put in nomination.

The Committee on Devotional Exercises reported in part, viz.: That the Presbyterial Ser​mon be preached at 11 o’clock a.m., Sat, 20th.

Rev. Peter Gowan was chosen to fill the place made vacant by the removal of Rev. J. W. Moseley, viz.: Corresponding Member of the Assembly’s Committee of Foreign Mis​sions.

The commission appointed to install Rev. J. M. Smith pastor of Hattiesburg Church made a further report on page 442, requesting Rev. A. H. Barkley be substituted for Rev G. T. Storey & that the installation services be appointed for Sabbath evening, 7 o’clock p.m. in this church. On motion approved.

Report of Chairman, Home Missions of this Presbytery & Corresponding Member of the Assembly’s Committee of Home Missions was received and given to the Auditing Com​mittee.

Home Mission Report, Oct. 18, 1888

Your committee would respectfully

[448]

submit the following report for the six months ending Oct 18, 1888:

Sustentation

[Received]

April 19

Bethel Church


  3.00

April 21

Bloomfield


  3.40

April 20

Hamilton


  1.50

Oct. 8


W. A. Powell

          200.00
=
$207.90

[Disbursed]

Oct. 8


J. W. Moseley


50.00




A. H. Mecklin


50.00




M. J. McLean


50.00




J. M. Smith


50.00




W. A. Powell


  7.90
=
$207.90

Invalid Fund

[Received]

April 19

Bethel Church


  3.00




Hamilton


  1.00

July 10


Nashville


  3.25

Oct. 15


W. A. Powell                        137.50
=
$144.75

April 21

Total cash


  4.00

July






  3.25

Oct 15


On hand

          137.50
=
$144.75

Evangelistic Work

April 19

Bethel Church


  1.00

April 21

W. A. Powell


  1.00

Colored Evangelistic Work

[Received]

April 19

Hamilton Church

  1.50




W. A. Powell


15.00




J. N. Carothers


25.00
=
    26.50

Fifty dollars a year aid was had for Mrs Nannie Smyth & Mrs. S. J. Love’s name was dropped from
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the roll at present.








Respectfully submitted, 








A. B. Coit.

Presbytery authorized Rev. A. H. Barkley the Treasurer of Presbytery to pay former chair​man of Domestic Missions, A. Ames, two 31/100 dollars, amt. due him for postage &c.

The reading of the Presbyterial Essay was set for the next meeting of Presbytery instead of this as the subject, “Evangelism” had already occupied considerable time.




Presbytery then took recess until after divine service tonight.

After divine service Friday night, Presbytery adjourned until Saturday morning, 8:30 a.m.








Closed with prayer.








Saturday morning, Oct. 20th
After half an hour spent in devotional exercises Presbytery met & was opened with prayer. Roll called & Mr. J. F. McCormick & E. R. Paisley were added to the roll of El​ders. Minutes read, corrected & approved.

Mr. J. A. Lane was rec’d from Central Mississippi Presbytery as a candidate for the gospel ministry.

Rev. J. N. Carothers sent to Presbytery his reasons for absence which were sustained. 

The new Domestic Missions Committee was given power to assign the ministers of Pres​bytery to work on the 5th Sabbaths until Spring meeting of Presbytery. 

The thanks of Presbytery were tendered [to] Rev. A. B. Coit for his
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kind offer of certain school property at Garlandsville and also express their sorrow in not seeing their way clear to comply with the conditions of the offer by establishing there a presbyterial school.

On motion it was ordered that there be a special service of prayer that God may send us ministers to occupy our vacant churches & that it be made the 1st order of the day, evening, for Friday in our Spring meeting.

The request of Ellisville Church for permission to employ Rev J. M. Smith for one-fourth of his time at a salary of one hundred & twenty-five dollars was granted.

Committee on Minutes of the General Assembly made their report which was adopted & is as follows:  “Your Com. on the Minutes of the Assembly would report that they have ex​amined the same & find the following items to which they would call the attention of Presbytery: 1st, in the report of Com. on Education: Pars. 6th, 8th, & 9th, page 390. 2nd. Re-port of Com. on Systematic Benevolence: Par. 3rd, page 402. 3rd. Report of Com. on Sab. Schools:
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1st Par. 3rd & 4th, page 418. 4th. Page 434, Par. 2 & 4.

The following we recommend for adoption by this Presbytery, Page 430-1, Minutes 1888, That this Presbytery recommends the churches under its care to observe the 1st Sabbath in June as Children’s Day, in the interest of Foreign Missions. 

2nd. That all the churches under care of this Presbytery are requested to observe the monthly concert of prayer for Foreign Missions.

3rd. That our ministers be directed on occasion of the annual collection for Institute for Training Colored Ministers, in Dec., to inform their charges of the merits & prospects & wants of this work, page 434. 








The report was rec’d & adopted.

Elder Wm Edmonds was on motion appointed to bring the subject of the work of the Eldership before Presbytery at the next meeting in an essay on the subject.

At 11 o’clock, Rev. A. H. Barkley preached the Presbyterial Sermon on the Atonement from Isa. 53 & 10th verse, after which Presbytery took recess until two-thirty p.m.




          At half past two o’clock Presbytery met & resumed business.

The report of Treasurer rec’d & approved. The reports of the Auditing Committee rec’d & approved & are as follows: “Your committee have examined the report of the Com​mittee on Domestic Missions & finding the same correct
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recommend their adoption.” Also, “We have examined carefully the report & papers therewith submitted of Rev. A. B. Coit on Home Missions, and find the same correct as by him stated to Presbytery & recommend its adoption. We find among the papers turned over to us two receipts. One from Mary E. Emerson for 25.00, the other from Mary Peden for same amount, which were not rec’d in time to present to the Auditing Committee at last meeting of Presbytery as evinced by the dates thereof.”








Respectfully submitted,








D. L. Wilson.

The [report of the] Com. on Narrative was rec’d & adopted & is as follows: “Your committee to whom was referred the Narratives of the State of Religion in our various churches comprising our Presbytery beg leave to submit the following report. By a care​ful perusal of the narratives we find:

1st. Nine churches report on social and public worship—good.

2nd. Family worship. Three reporting family worship & 4 as having no family worship.

3rd. Seven report on observance of Sabbath—six that it is good, one
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that it is bad.

4th. Seven report on Sunday schools. Six have schools, one has not.

5th. Seven report on the prevalence of intemperance & worldly amusements—all good.

6th. Five report on catechetical instruction. Four have it, one has not.

7th. Seven report on special outpourings of the Holy Spirit. Three report addition of mem​bers, one reports a visitation of the Spirit of God to the joy of His people.

8th. Systematic Benevolence. Three reports this duty as performed & the other three as neglected.

9th. Report of Supply of Church with Ministration of Word. (Two at present without sup​ply but soon to be supplied that had a minister at last Presbytery. Two more churches are vacant than were vacant at last meeting of Presbytery, and one vacant church in north​ern part of Pres. supplied.) The above item omitted in narrative is supplied by the S. C.

10th. Four churches report on religious instruction of the colored people. Only one reports any instruction. On the whole the outlook is encouraging and we have cause to be thank​ful to God for His loving care and the many blessings of the
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past six months.








Respectfully submitted,








E. A. White.

Treasurer’s Report

Amt. on hand per last report


$52.70

Presby. Tax collected at this meeting:


Good Hope



    5.50


Sandersville



    2.30


Ellisville



    1.00


Shiloh




    1.50


Hattiesburg



    4.00
= 14.30

Commissioners’ Fund rec’d since last meeting of Presbytery:


Enterprise



    4.00


Good Hope



    2.00


Knox




    4.00
= 10.00

Disbursements

Paid Rev. G. T. Storey, May 5

    2.60


Oct. 20




    2.31


On salary



  12.50 

Paid commissioners



  10.00
= 27.40    =    77.00

Balance on hand



   49.59








Respectfully submitted,








A. H. Barkley.

The Judicial Committee reported that no business had come up before them and asked to be discharged. The request was granted.

Resolved that the thanks of this Presbytery be and they are hereby
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tendered to the Hattiesburg Church and the good people of this town for the kind and hos​pit​able manner in which they have entertained its members. The resolution was put & car​​ried and ordered read from the pulpit.

The chairman of the Comm. of Education submitted his report which was approved & is as follows: Two of our candidates for the ministry have entered school for the present session. Mr W. S. Hamiter graduated in the literary department of Clarksville University last June. He is now pursuing his theological course in the theological department, Colum​bia, S. C. Mr. Robt. Campbell is in the school at Heidelberg preparing for college. These young men will need the full appropriation granted by the Assembly to her can​di​dates. Mr Wm Patrick sends word that he cannot enter school before Christmas. I have no direct communication from W. E. Weaver & can make no report in regard to him. The Assembly’s Committee in apportioning the amt. called for by the Committee of Educa​tion have made the apportionment to Tombeckbee Presbytery [of] $300.00.








J. M. Smith, Chair. Com. Ed.

Note: I have no data as to the time this report was made.—S. C.
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The thanks of the Presbytery were tendered to the Moderator & Clerk for the efficient manner in which they have discharged the duties resting upon them. 

Presbytery took recess until after divine service tonight with the reading of the minutes.

After divine service Presbytery met and was called to order & adjourned with singing, prayer & the apostolic benediction to meet in Meridian, Miss., on Thursday before the first full moon in April.








E. B. Witherspoon, Moderator.








Wm Edmunds, Clerk.

Attest:

A. B. Coit, S. C.

Approved, as far as written, with the following exceptions:

1. On pages 414 & 438 the records of two pro re nata meetings are incomplete in that the purpose of the calls are not stated.

2. On page 438 it is not stated that the meeting was opened with prayer.

3. On page 444 Presbytery appointed two honorary members of a Committee on Domes​tic Missions.

4. There is no record to show that Presbytery reviewed the minutes of Synod for 1886.

Synod 1888, Yazoo City.








J. C. Graham, Moderator.
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Starkville, Sat. Dec 8th, 1888

Presbytery met in Starkville Presbyterian Church in response to a call by the Moderator for a pro re nata meeting, made in accordance with Book of Church Order, Chapter V, Sec. IV & Par. VIII for the purpose of receiving Rev. H. R. Raymond, D.D. from the Pres. of Dallas & installing him pastor of the ch. at Starkville if the way be clear. 

Pres. met at 10 o’clock a.m. & was opened with prayer by the Moderator, Rev. E. B. Witherspoon. The roll was called & the following ministers answered to their names: J. N. Carothers, Peter Gowan, Geo. Steen, J. D. West, E. B. Witherspoon, J. M. Coleman. Elder present: A. Ames of Starkville Church.

Rev. G. H. Steen was elected clerk pro. tem. of the meeting to receive Rev. H. R. Ray​mond, D.D., of Dallas Pres., Tex. & if the way be clear install him pastor of the Starkville Church.

The letter of dismissal from Dallas Pres. was read, & Rev. Peter Gowan was appointed to examine Dr. Raymond on experimental religion & church government; Rev J. D. West on theology. Pending the examination Rev. R. F. Bunting, D.D., from Nashville Pres. & Rev. T. Y. Presley of the Associate Reformed Ch. were invited to sit as corresponding members. 

Dr Raymond
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was then examined on experimental religion & church government & theology and the examination was on motion sustained as a whole, after which Dr Raymond was rec’d as a member of Presbytery.

A call was then presented by the Starkville Church for the pastoral services of Dr. Ray​mond, which was referred to a committee consisting of Rev. J. D. West & Rev. Peter Gowan for examination to see that it was in order. The com. reported that the call was in order. On motion the call was placed in Dr Raymond’s hands & he accepted it.

A commission was appointed to install Dr. H. R. Raymond pastor of Starkville Church, Dec 9th at 11 a.m., consisting of Rev. J. N. Carothers to preside & propound the consti​tutional questions; Rev. Peter Gowan to preach the sermon and charge the pastor and Rev. Geo. Steen to charge the people.

On motion Presbytery adjourned with reading minutes & prayer by Rev. T. Y. Presley of the Associate Reformed Church.








E. B. Witherspoon, Mod.








G. H. Steen, Clerk.

A. B. Coit, S. C.
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West Point, Jan. 21st 1889

Presbytery of Tombeckbee met in West Point Presbyterian Church in response to the call of the Moderator, for a pro re nata meeting. The call was in accordance with the Book of Church Order, Chapter V, Sec. IV & Par. VIII. The purpose of the meeting was to dis​solve the pastoral relation between Rev. Geo. H. Steen & the Okolona Church & dis​miss him to the Pres. of Chickasaw if the way be clear.

Presbytery was opened with prayer by the Rev. E. B. Witherspoon Moderator. Roll [was] called & the following ministers were found to be present: A. B. Coit, Geo. H. Steen, E. B. Witherspoon, J. D. West, Elder Louis Carlisle of West Point Church.

Mr. Carlisle was requested to act as clerk.

The Moderator then stated the object of the meeting. Mr. Steen requested the dissolution of the pastoral relation between the Okolona Church & himself & gave his reasons. The church concurred in the request On motion Mr. Steen’s request was granted & the rela​tion dissolved.

It was moved that Mr. Steen be dismissed in response to his own request to unite with the Presbytery of Chickasaw, and that the clerk be instructed
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to give him a letter of dismission to unite with said Presbytery. Seconded & carried.

Presbytery adjourned with prayer.








E. B. Witherspoon, Moderator.








Louis Carlisle, Clerk.

Attest:

A. B. Coit, Stated Clerk.








Meridian, April 11, 1889

The Presbytery of Tombeckbee met in the Presbyterian Church in Meridian, Miss., on April 11th 1889 at 11 o’clock a.m. and was opened with a sermon by Rev. A. B. Coit, after which Presbytery was constituted with prayer by Rev. E. B. Witherspoon, Modera​tor.

Roll was called and the following members were present:

Ministers




Elders

A. H. Barkley




G. W. Cox

A. B. Coit




W. A. Love

J. M. Coleman




A. M. Dinsmore

Wm Hayne Leavell



J. D. Hutchinson

H. R. Raymond



D. D. McCarley

E. B. Witherspoon



J. B. Peden

M. J. McLean




J. M. Ware

J. D. West




J. C. Malloy







R. F. Houston







H. Woods, Jr.

The Presbytery then proceeded to the election of officers which resulted in
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the choice of Rev. H. R. Raymond, D.D., Moderator and Elder J. M. Ware, Clerk.

The minutes of the last regular and pro re nata meetings were read, together with the Stand​ing Rules.

On motion, recess was taken until half past two o’clock p.m.








Half past two o’clock p.m.

Presbytery met. The moderator announced the following committees:

Bills & Overtures—E. B. Witherspoon, A. H. Barkley, G. W. Cox.

Judicial—A. H. Barkley, M. J. McLean, H. Woods Jr.

Narrative—J. D. West, changed to E. B. Witherspoon, J. D. Hutchinson, W. A. Love.

Statistical—A. B. Coit, A. M. Dinsmore.

Auditing: G. W. Cox, J. C. Malloy.

Devotional Exercises: W. Hayne Leavell, R. F. Houston.

Presbyterial Sermon & Essay—E. B. Witherspoon, J. R. Peden.

Sabbath Schools—H. Woods, Jr., Wm. Thompson.

Leave of Absence—D. D. McCarley, D. D. Morrison.

Church Records—see p. 466. 
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The commission appointed to organize a church for colored people reported that it had been done regularly, and the church, which was named Fairview was enrolled. The elder from Fairview Church, [blank is left for Christian name] Parott, was enrolled.

Rabbi Weisler was invited to sit as a visiting brother.

Resolution as to Evening Worship.  The following resolution was passed on motion. Re​sol​ved that Presbytery approve of services being omitted in this house at night, prior to the Sabbath, in deference to the views and wishes of the pastor of this church.

On motion it was made the order of the day for Friday, 3 o’clock p.m. to have special prayer for ministers to supply our vacant churches.

A call from the Columbus Church for the pastoral services of Rev. J. W. Roseborough was docketed, p. 466.

The reading of the Presbyterial Essay was made the second order of the day for Friday.

Rev. J. D. McLean of Tuskaloosa Pres. was invited to sit as a corresponding member.

Philadelphus was chosen as the place where Presbytery will hold its Fall meeting.

It was made the 1st order of the day on Friday morning to hear narratives.
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On motion Pres. then adjourned with prayer.








Friday, April 12th 9 a.m.

Presbytery met. First half hour spent in devotional exercises. Constituted with prayer. Roll called. Minutes read.

Rev. J. T. McBride was invited to sit as a corresponding member, and Rev. Mr. Cham​bers of the M. E. Ch. S. as a visiting brother.

The Treasurer was allowed to pay for blanks ordered by Stated Clerk for use of Presby​tery. 

The book of Fairview Col. Church was referred to the Com. on Bills & Over​tures.

Rev. J. D. West appeared and gave reasons for tardiness which were sustained. 

A communication from Rev. G. A. Russell was read and referred to G. W. Cox, Elder from Columbus. Said letter explained, p. 466.

Rev. Peter Gowan’s letter giving reasons for absence was read, and reasons on motion sustained.

Rev. J. M. Smith also wrote giving reasons for absence which were on motion sustained.

A letter from a member of Paulding Church asking that it be dissolved was referred to the Com. on Bills and Overtures.

Narratives from the following churches were read: Meridian, Enterprise, Columbus, Macon, West Point, Bethel, Friendship, Good Hope, Knox, Sandersville, Bywy,
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Bloomfield, Aberdeen, Starkville (Colored), Lawrence, Starkville, Bethsalem, Osborn. Ver​bal statements were made about Unity [and] Hattiesburg. Pres. then took recess until half past two p.m.

At half past two Pres. met, and was called to order by the moderator and resumed busi​ness. The chairman of Foreign Missions Com. reported as follows:

“Your committee would respectfully report, that so far as he has been able to learn, the fol​lowing churches have contributed to the cause of Foreign Missions during the ecclesi​astical year beginning April 1st 1888 and ending April 1st 1889: Macon, Enterprise, Hei​del​berg, Pisgah, Houston, Friendship, Aberdeen, Columbus, Meridian, Starkville, Bethel, Osborn, Salem, Bywy, Lebanon, Mt Zion, Bethsalem, Wahalak, [and] Garlandsville—23. The following Sunday schools have contributed: Houston, Friendship, Aberdeen, Colum​bus, Starkville, [and] Lauderdale. The following ladies societies have contributed: Aber​deen, Columbus, [and] Starkville. Your com. endeavored to ascertain
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from the committee at Baltimore the amts. contributed, but failed to get the information. Postal cards were sent to the delinquent churches, requesting a contribution to the cause before the end of the eccles. year. This of course is an incomplete report and will be sup​plemented by someone who can get access to the statistical reports of the churches as I intended to do if present. I will begin with the present eccles. year & endeavor to have a com​plete report by next meeting. Your com. would respectfully call attention to the fact that The Missionary is taken in only a few of our churches, six I believe, and would rec​om​mend the Sessions of our churches be requested to call the attention of their congre​ga​tions to the importance of this periodical for the promotion of the missionary spirit, and for giving much useful information on the subject and also that the ladies of our churches be requested and encouraged to form missionary societies.








Respectfully,








P. Gowan.

A. B. Coit was appointed to receive and forward money for Foreign Missions & Ed​u​cation in the absence of Mr. Gowan and [Mr.] Smith.

The Stated Clerk was instructed
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to purchase a proper record book for Pres. records and draw on the Treasurer for the same.

Leave of absence was granted Rev. J. D. West after to-day that he may fill the pulpit at Columbus on Sunday and so leave Rev. J. W. Roseborough free to help Mr. Russell in the meeting at Wesson, which God has so greatly blessed. See p. 463.

Resolved that when Pres. adjourns it adjourn to meet at Columbus, Miss., on Saturday, May 11th 1889 at 12 o’clock.

Committees appointed on Church Records:

On the records of Macon and Bethel—E. B. Witherspoon, J. W. Cox, J. C. Malloy.

Bloomfield, Unity, Meridian—A. B. Coit, W. A. Love, H. Woods, Jr.

West Point, Friendship, Starkville—A. H. Barkley, R. F. Houston, A. M. Dinsmore.

Knox, Columbus, Lebanon—H. C. Smith, G. A. Ferguson, L. T. Carlisle.

Hamilton, Sandersville, Good Hope, Weir—J. D. West, A. R. Fairley, W. L. Fox & H. Woods.
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The committee on Bethel records reported and recommended their approval with the exception, there have been only two meetings held since 1887. Report approved.

The com. on Meridian Church recommended their approval as far as written.

It was moved to reconsider the resolution as to devotional exercises passed yesterday, see “Evening Services,” p. 462. Carried. It was moved that the special order for 8 p.m. this evening be to hear the report of Home Evangelistic Com. Carried.

The moderator then conducted the services set for the special order of the day, viz.: Prayer for ministers to supply our vacant churches.

The second order of the day was then taken up, viz.: hearing the essay on the Duties of the Eldership by Elder Wm Edmunds.

It was resolved that a com. of three be appointed, two ministers and one elder to appor​tion the Presbytery to the different ministers, with the view of getting the vacancies in the district appointed to any particular man supplied by him with regular week-day services, as often as the field has been able to employ Sabbath services, to report at next Presby​tery. The above resolution introduced by
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J. D. West was adopted by Presbytery. Mr H. Woods Jr., introduced the following reso​lution which was adopted: See #

The com. on records of Knox Church recommended approval as far as written with the following exception: 1st. On page 27, proceedings of two meetings are recorded. In these meetings there was only one elder. 2nd. On page 34, it is recorded that the Session took recess from Dec 18 to Jan 29. 3. On same page the Session was not closed with prayer. It was not closed at all. H. C. Smith Chairman. Report adopted.

#Resolved, That it is hereby enjoined upon the Session of every vacant church to hold regularly, at least once a month, oftener if practicable, public services, the same to be conducted by the eldership of said churches. That, the Session be required to report in their regular narratives whether or not this rule is observed by the Session, That, the Stated Clerk communicate
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this action to the vacant churches, and That the same be incorporated by him in the Stand​ing Rules of Presbytery.

Com. on the records of Unity would recommend their approval as far as written with the following exceptions: Holding three meetings of Session without opening or closing with prayer. No appointment of delegates to Presbytery from April 1883 to Sept 1887. Rec​ords have not been before Pres. since 1883. Report approved.

The records of Columbus Church were approved as far as written.







        Presbytery then took recess until 8 p.m.

At 8 o’clock p.m. Presbytery met. The records of Bloomfield were approved with the fol​lowing exceptions: Records have not been before Presbytery before. Recommend that the clerk insert the record of baptisms & church members in a suitable place in the back of book and not in the body of the minutes of Session.

The commission appointed to install Rev. J. M. Smith pastor of Hattiesburg Ch. reported as follows: We installed him pastor on Oct 21st 1888 at 7:15 p.m. in accordance
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with the provisions of Form of Government made and provided in Sec 5th, Ch. VI.








E. B. Witherspoon Chairman.

Report approved.

The commission appointed to install Rev. Wm Hayne Leavell pastor of Meridian Church reports that we have discharged this duty, Nov. 7 at 7:15 p.m., as instructed in accordance with the provisions of Form of Government made and provided in Sec. 5, Ch. VI.








E. B. Witherspoon.

Approved.

The records of Macon Church were approved with the following exception: Not closed with prayer always.

Records of Hamilton approved as far as written.

The following paper was passed: Whereas the Enon Zion Col. Presbyterian Church was organized by a minister of our Presbytery, acting as he conceived with evangelistic auth​ority, and whereas several years have passed, and confusion would be caused by not recog​nizing it, therefore: Resolved, That this act be adopted as an act of Presbytery and said church enrolled.
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Permission was granted to Enon Zion Church Col. To employ Rev. J. M. Coleman Col. For ¼ of his time at a salary of 75.00.

Macon Pres. Church was granted permission to obtain of Rev. A. B. Coit for ½ his time at a salary of $450.00 for one year.

West Point Church was granted permission to secure the services of Rev. J. D. West at a salary of $25.00 per month & expenses.

Fairview Col. Church was permitted to employ J. M. Coleman for ¼ of his time at a salary of $50.00.

Philadelphus and Enterprise were granted leave to employ respectively, Rev. H. C. Smith 100.00 & Rev. A. B. Coit 240.00.

A com. was appointed to assign parts of trial to candidate Wm. S. Hamiter, consisting of Rev. A. B. Coit, Rev. A. H. Barkley & Mr. H. Woods, Jr.

The Com. on Home Evangelism reported as follows—abstract—Your com. beg leave to report, we have made an earnest appeal to every church in the Presbytery for the support of the Evangelist & have made apportionments & received the following amts. from the churches named:
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Columbus apportioned

$25

Pd.

35

Knox




  13



13

Wahalak



    2



  2

DeKalb



    3



14.26

Meridian



  35



47

Aberdeen



  13



14.20

Starkville



  13



  5

Macon




  12



31.50

Enterprise



    5



  5

Ackerman



    5

Bloomfield



    2



  1

Bethsalem



    3

Bethel




    5

Bywy




    2

Center Point



    1.25



  2.60

Ellisville



    2

Enon




    2

Friendship



    5

Montrose



    2

Hamilton



    5



11.50

Weir




    2



  2

Lebanon



    3.50

Mt Moriah



    2

Lawrence



    2



  3

Osborn




    3

Pendleton



    2

Pisgah




    3

Paulding



    2

Philadelphus



    2

Purvis




    2

Sandersville

Salem—Wm Thompson





10

Shiloh




    2



20
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Unity




    3



16.60

Vernal




    2

Hattiesburg







20

West Point







51.50

Louisville







  1

Carolina







  8.75

Pleasant Springs






  1

Garlandsville







50

Okolona







  5

Buena Vista







  2.50

Mt Zion







  1.50

Toomsuba







  8.50

Lauderdale







  5.00

The Evangelist was kept constantly at work until the beginning of his vacation. He held meetings & received thirty-four into the Church. We have paid him. God blessed his labors, but we are sorry to say that on Feb. 1st for causes known not to your committee he tendered his resignation, which we accepted. Since then we thought best not to employ an evangelist, until after the Spring meeting of Presbytery. We have however communicated with some of our seminary students with a view to supplying vacant churches during the summer. We made the 5th Sabbath appointments for the vacant churches. Your committee has labored under great difficulties. You turned us loose in a broad field with
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out any instructions whatever.








Respectfully submitted,








Wm Edmunds, Chr.

Rec’d and referred to a committee of three: E. B. Witherspoon, W. A. Love and A. M. Dinsmore. Page 2, vol. X.

The report of the Evangelist was received and is as follows—abstract—I aided Rev. J. M. Smith 4 Sabbaths. 10 joined the Church on profession and two by letter from Meth & Baptist Churches. The church gave 18.00. 1st Sab. of Nov. I preached at West Point. One joined by letter from the Northern Church. West Point gave 28.00. Assisted in a meeting at DeKalb on 2nd Sab of Nov. Received one by examination & one by letter from M. E. Church. Contribution 14.25. 3rd. Sab. no appointment. 4th Sab. Nov. & 1st of Dec. held a meeting at Garlandsville. Dr Kerr helped me. Twelve joined by ex. Con. 50.00. 2nd Sab. Supplied Toomsuba & Lauderdale. Toomsuba contributed 8.50 & Lauderdale 5.00. 3rd Sab. Supplied West Point. Rec’d one member by letter from M. E. Church. 4th Sab. Sup​plied Carolina Church. 5th Sab. Dec. Supplied Unity & Hamilton Chs. Contributions: Unity 16.60; Hamilton 11.50. My vacation began the 1st of Jan’y. During the month I held a meeting at Pontotoc and supplied West Point. Rec’d 3 members in the West Point Church, one by letter from the Methodist Church
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and two on profession of faith. Contributed 27.00.In the latter part of Jan., owing mainly to private reasons, I felt it my duty to tender my resignation as Evangelist of Tombeckbee Presbytery to take effect from Feb 1st 1889. I make no financial report for the reason that I have submitted to the committee an itemized report of expenses, together with full re​ceipts of all money rec’d by me and will refer you to this report for all information upon that matter. Since last meeting of Pres. I have rec’d into our church by letter or by pro​fes​sion 25, making a total of 28.

Permission was granted Rev. J. D. West to labor out of bounds of Presbytery for 12 months.

Resolved that the Home Missions Committee be empowered by Pres. to send ministers to supply vacant churches during the week for the next six months as they shall deem ex​pedient.

Rev J. D. West was elected principal delegate & Rev E. B. Witherspoon alt. to attend the meeting of the next Gen. Assembly & Elder J. M. Ware, Principal & Elder G. W. Cox alt. were chosen to attend the same Assembly. 

The Evangelistic Com. was discharged and a new 








--to page 477
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Roll of Churches—1888

Aberdeen: Wm H. Holmes, Clerk.

Ackerman

Bethel, W. A. Love, Clerk.

Buena Vista

Bywy—John Robinson, Clerk.

Carolina

Crawford

Columbus

Center Point

Bloomfield—p. 322.

Bethsalem

DeKalb

Ellisville

Enon—Enon Zion—Col. Ch.—page 470.

Enterprise—W. L. Fox, Clerk.

Fairview Col. Ch. near Good Hope—p. 371.

Friendship. S. L. Wilson, Clerk.

Garlandsville

Good Hope

Hamilton

Hattiesburg, B. F. McLeod, Clerk.

Heidelberg, T. HJ. Bridgers, Clerk.—page 304.

Houston, D. W. Hamiter, Clerk.

Knox

Lauderdale

Lawrence

Lebanon

Louisville

Macon

Meridian

Montrose

Mt Moriah—page 363

Mt Zion

Newton

Okolona—R. A. Murdock, Clerk.

Osborn, A. A. Montgomery, Clerk.—page 330.

Paulding—dissolved 1889

Pendleton

Pisgah

Philadelphus

Pleasant Springs

Purvis

Salem

Sandersville, A. G. Ferguson, Clerk.

Shiloh—p. 314

Smyrna—dissolved, p. 323.

Starkville, J. M. Ware, Clerk.

Starkville, Colored—pp. 396 & 412.

Toomsuba

Unity

Vernal

Wahalak

Weir

West Point
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consisting of Rev. E. B. Witherspoon, H. Woods, Jr., & J. H. Neville appointed. The above com. was empowered to employ an Evangelist for half of his time at a salary of 600.00 & expenses. Rev. H. C. Smith was appointed Chairman of Publication. 



        Presbytery adjourned with prayer to meet at 9 a.m. Saturday morning.

Saturday’s minutes will be written upon our new book (Vol. X).








A. B. Coit, S. C.

[Pages 478-480 contain the ordination questions, and subscriptions ex animo of the var​i​ous ministers admitted into the Presbytery, namely G. S. Roudebush, Nov. 11, 1880; G. T. Storey, Nov. 18, 1881; I. P. Osborne, March 31, 1882; J. D. West, Nov 23, 1882; R. B. Mc​Alpine, Nov 25, 1882; B. F. Peters, April 20, 1883; Z. B. Graves, April 24, 1886; E. B. Witherspoon, April 9, 1887; [undated] G. H. Steen, Wm Hayne Leavell, and J. W. Rose​​borough.]
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Licentiates

Albert McCallum—page 315—Trans. to Ethel Presbytery, Nov 1891.

J. M. Coleman—Enterprise 1887—p. 396-Trans. to Ethel Presbytery Nov 1891.

Candidates

Wm S. Hamiter—page 315.

Wm P. Patrick—page 331.

W. E. Weaver—Rec’d Enterprise 1887

Robt Campbell—Rec’d Macon—1888—page 428.

Frank Dowd—p. 424—Transferred N. Miss. Pres.
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Names of Ministers Belonging to Presbytery—April 11th 1878

James A. Lyon, D.D.

Prof. in Univ. of Miss. Died May 15th 1882.—see p 212.

A. N. Cunningham, D.D.
Without Charge. Died Sept. 5th 1878—see page 35.

J. D. McClintock, D.D.
Pastor of Columbus Ch. Died Dec 12, 1887.—see p. 166.

S. R. Frierson.


Infirm. Died Oct. 4th 1880.—see page 122.

S. J. Bingham.


Dm. April 13, 1878 to Pres. of New Orleans, see page 26.

S. J. Love.


S.S. Macon Ch. Removed in 1879 to Kansas City, Mo.

J. N. Carothers.

P. Friendship & S.S. to Houston & Buena Vista Chs.

J. C. Carothers.

P. Knox & S.S. Wahalak. Dm. N. Miss Presby, Jan. 30/’79,





p. 59.

A. H. Barkley.


S.S. Crawfordville Ch. &c.

Jos. Bardwell, D.D.

P. Meridian. Pastoral rel. formed 1873, dissolv., Oct 3,





1884. Dm to Cent. Miss Pby, Oct 24 1885

J. A. Mecklin.


S.S. Lebanon, Dm Cent. Miss. Pres. Nov. 18, 1883, p. 234.

M. J. McLean.


S.S. Bethsalem, Mt Zion, Carolina, Louisville, Pleasant 





Sprs, Bloomfield

J. W. Moseley.

S.S. Garlandsville &c. Dm. Red River Pres. Oct 28, 1888-





p. 441.

H. C. Smith.


S.S. Good Hope &c.

O. H. P. Smyth.

S.S. Toomsuba & Carolina. Died 1887.

W. G. Woodbridge.

Lic. June 22, 1878-p. 33; P. Enterprise, July 17, 1879,





Dm. Ouachita Pres., 1879—pp. 57-58.

T. M. Lowry.


Rec’d as Lic. fr. Bethel Pby Jan. 29, 1879—p. 352, Ord.





Jan 31 & inst. P Aberdeen, 4th Sab. Feb 1879. 





Dm to E. Ala Pres. Feb 1, 1882-p. 163.

A. B. Coit.


Rec’d as Lic. fr. W. Hanover Pres., Oct 25, 1879 & Ord.





as Evangelist Apr 24, 1880—pp. 88-95.

A. L. Kline, D.D.

Rec fr Cent. Miss Pby, P. Starkville, May 19,’80-p.100-01





Died Feb 17, 1881-p. 123.

H. W. Flinn.


Rec’d as Lic. fr. Concord Pres., Oct 14, 1880. Ord. Oct 15. 




Okolona 1st Sab. Nov 1880 & W. Point, Nov 15, ’80; 





Dm New Orleans Pby-pp. 170-71.

G. S. Roudebush, D.D.
Rec. fr. Miss Pres.  Nov 11, 1880-p. 117; Dm. Cent Miss





Pby 1883—p. 204.

G. T. Storey.


Rec’d from Miss. Pres., Nov 18, 1881-p. 161 & inst. P.





Starkville June 10/83-p. 215. Dm Cent Miss Pby, 





July 10/88-p. 438.

I. P. Osborne.


Rec fr Tusk. Pres., Mar 31’82; Dm Chick. Pres., Nov 1883.

J. D. West.


Rec fr Chick. Pres Nov 23 ’82; Inst P Aberdeen Feb 1883;





Rel. dissolved April ’86. Pby Evangelist until Apr. 1889.

R. B. McAlpine.

Rec fr Wilm. Pres. Nov 24 ’82; Inst P. Columbus Feb ’83.





Dism. to Pres. of Tuskaloosa.

B. F. Peters.


Rec fr. Tusk Pres, Apr ’83-p 206 Dm 1885. 





Dm Pby of La, Oct 18, 1888-p. 441.

Z. B. Graves.


Rec. fr Atlanta Pres, Apr 1885. P, Meridian, May 24, 1885-





Pages 278 & 306. Rel. dissolved Aug 1887.
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Wm Hayne Leavell

Rec. from Congregational Ch, Nov. 1887. S.S. Meridian—





p. 408. Pastor 1888.

J. M. Smith.


Rec. fr Miss Pby 1886, P. Hattiesburg Oct 21, 1888-p. 442.

H. R. Raymond, D.D.

Rec. fr Dallas Pres., Dec 8, 1888 P Starkville, Dec 9, 1888.

J. M. Coleman.

Ord. & Inst. Pastor Col. Pres Ch, Starkville 1888.

Peter Gowan.


Rec. fr. Tuskaloosa, 1886; Pby, P. Aberdeen, pp. 345, 363.

Geo. H. Steen


Ord. Pastor Okolona Oct 20th 1887—p. 405, 406.





Rel. dissolved Jan 25, 1889. Dm. Chickasaw Pby.

E. B. Witherspoon.

Candidate 1883. Ord. & inst. P. Scooba, Oct 1886—page
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         Meridian, Saturday, April 13, 1889

the evangelist’s salary. The report was approved & the amt raised before the adjourn​ment of Presbytery.

The Com. on Sabbath Schools reported as follows. Your com. would report that only ten of the Sabbath schools made reports. The schools reporting are nearly all under the care of Session. The several reports show that

No. of Teachers
Scholars
Added to Church
Contributions


87

    751


21

    $381.99

Friendship reports several admitted to church membership. Your com. would recom​mend to Presbytery to do what in her wisdom she thinks best to increase the attend​ance of the S. S. scholars upon the public worship of God in the sanctuary, and not to let the S. S. service interfere in any way therewith.








Respectfully submitted,








J. Woods, Jr., Committee

The report was approved.

The records of Good Hope and Sandersville were approved with exceptions. 

The records of Starkville and West Point were approved.

The member of the [Cor.] Presbytery’s Com. of Home Missions reported as follows:

Colored Evangelistic Fund

Oct 1888
Rec’d of W. A. Powell

$75

Dec 8

Rec’d of W. A. Powell

  25

Dec 8

Rec’d of W. A. Powell

  50

Mar 25, 1889
Rec’d of W. A. Powell

  50

Paid

Oct 19

Rev. J. N. Carothers


$50

Nov 3

Rev. J. M. Coleman


  25

Mar 28, 1889
Rev. J. N. Carothers


  25



Rev. J. N. Coleman


  25

Dec 8

Starkville Church loan

  50







200

Sustentation Fund

Jan. 24, 1889
Rec’d West Point Church

2.50

March 16
Rec’d W. A. Powell

        200.00



Paid M. J. McLean 

          50.00



        H. C. Smith 

          50.00

Jan 26

Paid W. A. Powell


2.50

Mar 28

Paid J. M. Smith

          50.00



Paid A. H. Mecklin

          50.00






        202.50
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Invalid Fund

Oct 29

Rec’d 
Salem Church

          $5.00




Macon Church


6.00




Enterprise


4.75




Buena Vista


1.40

Oct 12


W. A. Powell

        137.50

Nov. 15

W. A. Powell

          50.00

Nov 19





        137.50




W. A. Powell

          50.00

Paid

Dec 11


Mrs Mary Emerson
        $25.00

Oct 23


Mrs Nannie Smyth
          25.00



            Mrs Eliza Bradshaw             25.00

Oct 31


Mrs Mary Peden
          37.50

Oct 26


Mrs Mary Richardson
          25.00

Mar 28, 1889

Mrs Mary Peden
          37.50

Mar 26


Mrs Nannie Smyth
          25.00

Mar 24


Mrs Mary Emerson 
          25.00

Mar 26


Mrs Eliza Bradshaw
          25.00





                    392.15

On hand—returned from Mrs Bradshaw
          25.00

Examined with vouchers & found correct showing a balance of 25.00 on hand.








G. W. Cox, A. C. Molloy.

The Committee on Statistics reported. The report was approved. 

The Com. on Narrative reported. The narrative was read and ordered forwarded to the As​sem​bly. Your Committee on narrative reports as follows: 

1st. Official Fidelity. Good in most of the churches reporting. Some did not report and one reported that it was not good.

2nd. Attendance has been excellent over the Presbytery whenever preaching has been held. This is very encouraging. Faith comes by hearing. We would recommend
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to the ministers and elders a greater exertion and take advantage of this favorable oppor​tunity of spreading the gospel.

3rd. Outpouring of the Spirit. 93 additions have been reported from 14 churches. 8 made no report. We judge from the narratives that the growth has been steady and the improve​ment manifest. The great desire for the word and an increased attendance upon the Pres​bytery are favorable signs.

4th. Conduct of Church Members is good. Very little complaint was made. A few churches state that they are troubled with intemperance among their members, but report that the members made promises to [illegible word] to abstain in future.

[Items 5th and 6th are not enumerated.]

7th. Catechetical Instruction is neglected in most of our churches—good in some families but might be greatly improved in all the churches & families.

8th. Family Worship is sadly neglected by the members of different churches. When there are four altars in a congregation it can be considered good. Your committee recommend that our ministers & elders urge their members to perform this duty.

9th. Observance of the Sabbath has been good with the exception of Sunday visiting, dinner, &c. There was no report of violation of Sabbath.

10th. Giving has been liberal, and the salaries of pastors paid up as far as reported.

11th. No regular instruction of colored people except that which has been done by Rev J. M. Coleman.

[Item 12th not enumerated.]

13th. We report that half the churches in Presbytery have regular preaching.








E. B. Witherspoon, Chm.

The report was approved & ordered forwarded to the Assembly.

The request of Heidelberg Church to employ Rev. A. B. Coit ¼ of his time at a salary of 125.00 was granted.

The following Standing Rule was adopted by Presbytery: Meetings of Session shall al​ways be opened & closed with prayer.
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Treasurer’s Report

Your Treasurer would submit the following annual report:

1888-Oct
Amt. on hand



$52.70



Presbyterial Tax


  14.30



Commissioner’s Fund


  10.00



Presbyterial Tax Collected



  Starkville



    2.00



  Macon



    5.00



  DeKalb



    2.00



  Lawrence



    1.00



  Aberdeen



    8.70



  Meridian



  20.00



  Buena Vista



    1.60



Commissioners Fund


    



  Philadelphus



    2.00



  Good Hope



    2.00



  Columbus



  10.00



  Unity




    2.00



  Hamilton



    2.00



  DeKalb



    1.00



  Sandersville



  Weir




    1.00



  Lebanon


   
    1.00



Disbursement from April to Oct.
  27.40



Account allowed


    4.25



Postage & registration


      .22



Telegram stated clerk


    1.15



Stated Clerk of Assembly

    8.70



Commissioner to Assembly

  10.00



Stated Clerk’s salary


  12.50



Paid Commissioners


  23.00







  87.22

Balance on hand $53.08








Respectfully submitted,








A. H. Barkley.

The above account examined & found to be correct.








L. T. Carlisle, J. D. Hutchinson

The committee on the records of Lebanon Church reported recommending their ap​proval. Adopted.

Report of the Committee on Bills & Overtures. Your com. recommend that the church at Paulding, Jasper County, be dissolved, and E. A. White and J. M. Smith be ap​pointed re​ceivers and the proceeds and furniture be turned
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over to the Heidelberg Church, & that the members of Paulding Church are trans​fer​red to the Heidelberg Church.








E. B. Witherspoon, Chm.

Presbytery then took recess until 2 ½ p.m.







At half past two p.m., Presbytery met.

The Com. on Presbyterial Sermon & Essay reported as follows: Presbyterial Sermon on Imputation by Rev. Wm Hayne Leavell, Principal & Rev. J. D. West, Alternate. Presby​terial Essay on Evangelism by Rev. A. B. Coit, Principal & Rev. P. Gowan, Alternate.

To be a Standing Rule: Resolved that the Stated Clerk be instructed to make an effort to secure reduced rates from the R.R. companies for the delegates of the Presbytery. The resolution was carried.

The following resolution of thanks was also carried. Resolved, That the thanks of this body are due, and the same are hereby tendered to the Moderator and Temporary Clerk for the uniform kind, courteous & faithful discharge of their duties, and the brethren & friends of the city of Meridian for the hospitalities extended to the mem​bers of the Pres​bytery during the present session. And to the city papers, for kind​nes​ses conferred. 

It was moved & carried that the following change be made in Standing Rule 3: By inserting the following after the word “Church” in the 3rd line—“And each Church Ses​​sion shall report at each meeting of Presbytery whether the expenses of the minis​ter and delegate to the last previous meeting have been paid.”

Dr R. M. Saunders was invited to sit as a visiting brother. 

The following resolution was carried: Resolved that the Stated Clerk be instructed to have one thousand copies of the Standing Rules printed & as many copies be sent to the churches as he may think best. And that the Sessions be required to read the rules in the month of March each year.
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Recess was taken until 4 o’clock.

At 4 ½ o’clock Presbytery met and resumed business. 

Rev. J. M. Coleman, pastor of Starkville Colored Church made a statement as to the work among the colored people.

Mr. H. Woods Jr. read to Presbytery the answers to the questions in relation to the Sab​bath referred to him, and concluded with the following: The Presbytery is in hearty co​operation with the com. & will overture the Gen’l Assembly in relation to it, & join in the present efforts that are being made to have Congress act in the matter. Approved.

The committee appointed to assign parts of trial to candidate Wm S. Hamiter reported, and the parts were forwarded to him.

Resolved that as the records of Fairview Church have been burned, that Rev. H. C. Smith be instructed to supply the record of the organization of the church.

The com. appointed to visit the Rev. Z. B. Graves and convey to him the fraternal greet​ings of the body & heartfelt sympathy would report that we have discharged that duty & found him greatly improved physically and mentally & conveyed from him his heartfelt thanks for your kind & fraternal remembrance of him.








A. H. Barkley and H. Woods.

The clerk was ordered to collect statistics & complete report on statistics. Minutes read & approved.  Presbytery then adjourned with singing, prayer & apostolic bene​diction to meet at Columbus, Miss., May 11 at 11 o’clock.








H. R. Raymond, Moderator.








J. M. Ware, T. Clerk.

Attest:

A. B. Coit, S. C.
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Columbus, Miss., May 11, 1889

Presbytery met pursuant to adjournment at 11 o’clock in the Presbyterian Church of Columbus, Miss., and was opened with a sermon by Rev. J. D. Burkhead, D.D.  Pres​by​tery was then constituted with prayer by the Moderator, Rev. H. R. Raymond, D.D.

Roll was called and the following ministers and elders answered to their names:

Rev. A. H. Barkley



Mr. G. W. Cox

Rev. A. B. Coit



Mr. W. A. Love

Rev. P. Gowan



Mr. J. D. Hutchinson

Rev. H. R. Raymond

On motion of Rev. A. H. Barkley, Dr. J. D. Burkhead was invited to sit as a cor​res​ponding member.

On motion, W. A. Love was elected Temporary Clerk.

Rev. J. W. Roseborough having placed in the hands of the Stated Clerk a certificate of dismission from the Presbytery of Palmyra, was examined by the Moderator on experi​mental religion, and on motion Rev. A. H. Barkley conducted the examination on theol​ogy. Rev. P. Gowan conducted the examination on church government and sacraments. The examination was sustained as a whole, and Mr. Roseborough was received into the Presbytery.

The call of the Columbus Church for the pastoral services of Rev. J. W. Roseborough was on motion taken from the docket & referred to a committee consisting of Rev. A. H. Barkley & Dr. J. D. Hutchinson, after being read by Mr. G. W. Cox, the elder from Columbus Church.

The committee reported that the call was in order, and recommended that it be placed in Mr. Roseborough’s hands. The report was
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adopted, and the call was placed in the hands of Mr. Roseborough. The call was ac​cepted by Rev. J. W. Roseborough. It was moved that steps be taken for his instal​lation. Carried. The following order was then passed—That the Moderator preside &c, that Dr. J. D. Burkhead preach the sermon, at 10 o’clock tomorrow morning, and that Mr. Barkley charge the pastor, and Mr. Gowan charge the people.

Permission was then granted the Okolona Church to employ Rev. J. D. West ¼ of his time for $25.00 a month and expenses. 

Presbytery then adjourned until 10 o’clock Sunday, the 12th.








Sabbath morning, 10 o’clock a.m.

Presbytery met and was opened with prayer by the Moderator. 

Present:

Rev. A. H. Barkley



Elders:

Rev. P. Gowan



G. W. Cox

Rev. H. R. Raymond



J. D. Hamilton

Rev. J. W. Roseborough

The Moderator announced that the business before Presbytery was the installation of Rev. J. W. Roseborough as pastor of Columbus Church. Rev. J. D. Burkhead by re​quest preached the sermon. The Moderator presided and propounded the consti​tu​tional ques​tions, after which Rev. A. H. Barkley delivered the charge to the pastor, and Rev. P. Gowan to the people. The Moderator then in accordance with the pro​visions of the Form of Government, Chap. VI, Sec. V, Par. VI, declared Rev. J. W. Roseborough regularly elected & installed pastor of the Columbus Church.

Presbytery then adjourned to meet at Philadelphus Church on Thursday before the 1st full moon in October next at 11 o’clock a.m.
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H. R. Raymond, Mod.







W. A. Love, Clerk.

Attest:

A. B. Coit, S. C.








Philadelphus Church








Thursday, Oct 3rd 1889








11 o’clock a.m.

Dr. H. R. Raymond preached the opening sermon from Col. III & 12 vs. Presbytery was called to order & constituted with prayer by the Moderator, Dr H. R. Raymond.

Roll was called and the following members answered to their names:

A. B. Coit




Elders

Peter Gowan

Wm Hayne Leavell



J. W. Brunner

H. R. Raymond



W. P. Patrick

J. W. Roseborough



D. Taylor

A. M. Smith




D. P. Smith

H. J. Smith

E. B. Witherspoon

Rev. J. W. Roseborough was elected Moderator and W. P. Patrick and E. B. Wi​ther​spoon were elected clerks. 

Presbytery then took recess until 2 ½ o’clock p.m.








Thursday Evening, 2 ½ o’clock

Presbytery met and was called to order by the Moderator. The minutes of the last regular meeting and the called meeting together with the Standing Rules were read. 

The excuses of Rev. J. N. Carothers for absence were read, and also those of Rev. J. D. West. The reasons of absence were on motion sustained.

Rev. J. D. West was granted permission to labor out of the bounds of Presbytery for the next twelve months. 

The commissioners to the General Assembly reported. Their reports were received and their diligence was com-
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mended.

The petition of Lebanon, Mt Zion, Bethsalem, Bywy, [and] Weir Sessions to be trans​ferred to Central Mississippi Presbytery were read and referred to a committee on Bills and overtures.

The following Standing Committees were announced by the Moderator:

Bills and Overtures—Rev. H. R. Raymond, A. B. Coit.

Judicial—Rev. W. Hayne Leavell & W. R. Patrick.

Narrative—Rev. Peter Gowan & J. S. Albright.

Statistics—E. P. Witherspoon.

Minutes of G. A.—J. M. Smith & J. W. Brunner.

Leave of Absence—D. P. Smith.

Auditing—D. P. Smith.

Devotional Exercises—Rev. H. C. Smith & D. Taylor.

The selection of a place of meeting for next Presbytery was taken up. Columbus and Stark​ville were put in nomination, and Starkville [was chosen]. A motion was made to reconsider on the ground that more would be present tomorrow. The motion to re​consider was carried.

The following resolution carried: Resolved that it is the sense of Presbytery that its assessments of 10 cts a member for Presbyterial Fund be declared to mean that the church be taxed to pay for the entire sum equal to ten cents per member, collecting it as the church chooses.








Recess was taken for 15 minutes.

After a sermon by Rev. J. M. Smith, Presbytery adjourned with prayer to meet at 9 o’clock a.m., Oct 4th.








Friday morning, Oct 4th.

Presbytery met. The first half hour was spent in devotional exercises. Called to order and reading of minutes postponed.

A motion that the papers [referring to] Rev. Z. B. Graves be referred to a committee was made and carried. Rev A. B. Coit, Rev H. R. Raymond & D. Taylor were ap​pointed on this committee.

Rev. A. B. Coit was appointed to act as Treasurer in Mr. Barkley’s absence.

The report from the Com. on Foreign Missions was read & approved & is as follows:
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The Corresponding Committee on Foreign Missions respectfully reports to Presby​tery, that during the present ecclesiastical year 26 churches have contributed to the cause the sum of $357.45/100, four S. Schools the sum of $24.70/100, three Ladies’ Aid Societies the sum of $60.40/100. The individual contributions have also been made, amounting to the sum of $57.00/100. Amt. contributed from all sources $499.95/100. Of these contri​butions $44.30/1—have passed through your commit​tee’s hands & have been forwarded to Nashville, Tenn. These amts. were from the following churches & Sabbath Schools: Houston $9.00/100, Friendship $5.50/100, Macon $11.00/100, Heidelberg 3.50/100, Enterprise $5.20/100, Good Hope 3.50/100, Philadelphus 3.10/100, Houston S. School $4.50/100. The committee has communi​cated with all the churches, calling attention to the Assembly’s collection for this object and urging as liberal contributions as possible. This will be done again before the close of the present ecclesiastical year, as the present com. has but recently taken charge of this department of church work, it is not prepared to say whether there has been any improvement in this direction among our churches or otherwise. The com. respectfully recommend to Presbytery the adoption of the following resolution:

1st. Resolve that the Presbytery kindly urges upon our churches the importance of the claims of this cause, in view of the marked providence of god in opening fields of labor in foreign lands, and in calling men & women from our Church to this work.

2nd. That the Sessions of our churches are earnestly requested to see that an oppor​tunity be given to the Sabbath Schools to contribute to this cause, and that [they] be encouraged to do so.

3rd. That our people are earnestly requested to subscribe to The Missionary, the monthly magazine published by our church in the interest of Foreign Missions, that they seek to inform themselves more & more concerning the progress & claims of this cause.







Respectfully Submitted,







P. Gowan.
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The following resolution was adopted:

Resolved that as a Standing Rule the contributions for the various objects of the Gener​ally Assembly’s benevolent work be sent directly to the Treasurers of the Executive Com​mittee of the Gen’l Assembly.

After the reading of the narratives, the 1st order of the day, the elder from Columbus, Mr. J. S. F. Albright was enrolled, and added to the Com. on Narratives. Very few or the churches sent their written narratives. Several churches made oral reports.





Recess was taken for 15 minutes before divine service.

Presbytery was called to order to hear the Presbyterial Sermon to be preached at 11 o’clock by Rev. W. Hayne Leavell, on “Imputation.” After the sermon recess was taken until 2 o’clock.







At 2 o’clock p.m., Presbytery met.

Columbus was chosen for the next place of meeting unanimously. 

The report of the Evangelist was read & received. The following resolution was adopted: Resolved, that the Evangelistic Committee be instructed to employ a man for all his time on a sal​ary agreed upon by the committee & the Evangelist elected, and this committee raise the salary.

The Committee on Bills & Overtures reported as follows: “The Committee on Bills & Over​tures would report [On paper No. 1], A Petition Addressed to Presbytery from the sessions of Bywy, Lebanon, Bethsalem, Mt Zion & Weir Churches, urgently re​quested the transfer of those churches to the Presbytery of Central Mississippi. The com​mittee recommend that this petition be approved, that it be forwarded by the Stated Clerk to the Synod of Mississippi with his official endorsement, testifying to the approval by this Presbytery of such transfer, in view of the important reasons given.”







Respectfully submitted,







H. R. Raymond
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The report was received and adopted.

The Committee on Bills and Overtures reports on Paper No. 2, viz.: Papers from Rev. Z. B. Graves touching his health &c, mostly of a private nature directed to Rev. A. B. Coit. The committee recommends that a committee of two be appointed to prepare and report a suitable letter to be forwarded to our brother Z. B. Graves expressing our affectionate interest in him, our gratification at the evidences of his greatly improved health, and the assurance of our prayers, that the Lord will open the way for his future usefulness.







H. R. Raymond, Chairman.

This report was also received and adopted, and Rev. A. B. Coit & W. P. Patrick were appointed on the committee to carry out the design of Presbytery by writing to Rev. Z. B. Graves.

The following report was read and approved: The Evangelistic Committee reports that in obedience to the instruction of Presbytery they endeavored to secure the ser​vi​ces of an evangelist for one-half of his time. Failing in this they employed Rev. J. D. West for one-fourth of his time. He was absent on the fourth Sabbath of May, at​tending the General Assembly. He was sent to Bethel on the 4th Sab. of July, to Mer​i​dian on the 4th Sab. of Aug., to Garlandsville on the 4th Sab. of Sept. We en​deavored to secure one to do evan​gel​istic work for another Sab. in each month but failed.






          E. B. Witherspoon, Chairman Ev. Comm.

The following were added to the above committee: Rev. W. H. Leavell, Rev. H. R. Ray​mond, Elders G. W. Cox of Columbus and a. Ames of Starkville.

Rev. A. B. Coit resigned the chairmanship of the Home Mission Committee. The Evan​gelistic Com. & Home Mission Com. were combined and the committee will be known as the Home Mission
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Committee, the chairman of the committee to be the Corresponding Member of the Assembly’s Com. of Home Missions.

The Com. on Education made the following report which was adopted. “I would report that three of our candidates for the ministry have reported that they have re​turned to school for the present session. Mr. W. S. Hamiter is in Columbia, South Carolina in the Theological Seminary in the 2nd class. Mr. J. A. Love [or Lowe] is at French Camp, Miss. He is taking the intermediate and senior cause in that school, and will be ready next ses​sion to enter the intermediate class in the University at Clarksville, Tenn. Mr. Robert L. Camp​bell is in Mr. A. N. W. Smith’s school at Heidelberg, Miss. Applications have been made to the Central Committee for aid for these young men. They will need the full amount allowed to candidates. These young men are in good health and so far as reports show are getting along well in their studies. They are im​pressed with the importance of earnestly improving their time. There has passed through my hands for the Education cause only $7.30—Good Hope 4.00 and Sanders​ville $3.20. The churches send their collections direct to the Central Committee. I cannot report how many churches have taken up this collection. The apportionment to our Presbytery is one hundred & fifty dollars. We will require an increase over the col​lection of last year to reach this amt.”








Respectfully submitted,








J. M. Smith.

The report of the Com. on Minutes of Gen. Assembly was read and docketed. It is as follows: Attention is called to the Assembly recommendation in regard to grouping va​cant churches, p. 594. Again on p. 602 in report on Sabbath schools, attention of Pres​bytery is called to the importance of securing and reporting accurate information in re​gard to S. School
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work in their bounds. The Assembly also urges Presbyteries to make an earnest effort to secure a larger circulation of the S. S. helps, the Children’s Friend and Earnest Worker. Again on page 606 we call attention to the overture in regard to societies within & with​out the Church; also in regard to tithing as a means of raising the funds of the Church. On page 608 churches are urged to increase their contributions to Tuscaloosa Institute and Presbyteries are urged to see that candidates sent to the Institute are fully up to the standard of preparation adopted by the institute. On p. 613, Presbyteries are directed to take action on the Revised Directory for Worship, and report their action to the next Gen’l Assembly. On p. 617, Attention is called to the fact that the last Thursday in Feb. as a day of prayer for the youth in our schools & colleges, instead of the last Thursday in January. On p. 619, Presbyteries are instruct​ed to apportion among their churches what they deem equitable amounts of the sums to be raised for the various causes, or take such action as shall bring the churches up to their duty, and pastors, elders, and deacons are enjoined to bring before their churches the nature and needs of these various causes. Attention is called to the new schedule of collections as adopted by the Assembly. On p. 626, the 2nd Sab. in Oct. is set apart as a day of special prayer for more laborers, and that as far as practicable, the pastors shall present the cause of missions with respect to the special need of more ministers.








J. M. Smith

The Committee on Selecting Subjects & Essayist for the Presbyterial Sermon & Essay reported as follows: Sermon, on Sanctification, Its Nature and Place in the Plan of Redemption.








Rev. H. R. Raymond, D.D.








Rev. A. B. Coit

Essay—The Prayer Meeting: How We May Make It More Attractive and Interesting.
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Rev. J. W. Roseborough and J. M. Smith.

The report was received and adopted.

The report of the Home Mission Committee was read and placed in the hands of the Auditing Com. & is as follows: Your Committee on Home Missions would respect​fully submit the following report of receipts & disbursements on the

Invalid Fund

Mrs Bradshaw’s Estate


$25.00

Hamilton




    1.00

Bethel





    1.00

Crawford




    2.00

Aberdeen




    8.85

Macon





    5.50

Heidelberg




    6.05

W. A. Powell




  50.00

Friendship




    2.00

Mrs. Emerson




  25.00

Aberdeen




  11.30






144.75

Evangelistic Fund

Aberdeen




  11.15

Houston




    1.00

Friendship




    2.55

Macon





    3.75

Enterprise




    2.25

Aberdeen




    3.45

Friendship




    2.00

Houston




    1.00

Louisville




    1.00






  28.15

Col. Evan. Fund

Bethel





    1.00

Mr C. A. Ashbridge



    1.50

Hamilton




    1.50






    4.00

Church Erection

W. A. Powell




$50.00
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Sustentation

Friendship




    2.00

Houston




    6.00

Hamilton




    1.00

Macon





    3.50

Enterprise




    2.05

Good Hope




    2.00

Unity





    8.00

Bethel





    1.00

Crawford




    2.00






  27.55








Respectfully submitted,








A. B. Coit, Chm.

The reports of ministers for 5th Sabbaths were made. They reported that they had obeyed the committee. 

The Moderator was excused after the morning session of Saturday. 

The hearing of the report of Com. on Week-Day Supply work and of the ministers for past six months was made the 1st order of the day for Saturday. 

The hearing of Presbyterial Essay was made the 2nd order of the day.

The following resolution was adopted: Whereas, we have no Presbyterial high school, and whereas, the academy at French Camps have shown a neighborly spirit in ten​der​ing to us two scholarships in that institution, Resolved, that we thank the trus​tees for favors shown to us, and instruct our Committee on Education to confer with said trus​tees, and aid them in whatever way they can, and find out and bring to our notice the advantages of said school, and appoint the students from this Presbytery entitled to free tuition by the courtesy of the authorities of said school.

Presbytery adjourned to meet on Saturday morning, 9 o’clock a.m. 









          Closed with prayer.








Saturday, Oct 5, 1889

Presbytery met. The 1st half hour was spent in devotional exercises. Pres. was called to order by the Moderator, constituted with prayer. Roll called & minutes read & ap​proved.
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The Com. on Narratives reported. Report adopted. It is as follows:

Narrative of the state of religion within the bounds of Tombeckbee Presbytery. Your com. are sorry to report that only ten churches have sent up narratives to Presbytery. From these the following facts have been gathered. 

First, in regard to attendance upon public worship, the reports are encouraging. All of the narratives received reporting a good attendance, and some a marked increase. 

2nd. Two of the churches report a special outpouring of the Holy Spirit, while others indicate the tokens of His gracious presence and power from time to time in their midst. There have been thirty-five additions to the churches reporting, five of them being by letter. 

3rd. As to general improvement of the churches, there seems to be some indicated by the reports at hand. 

4th. Christian deportment seems to us on the whole to be comparatively good, and some of the churches report more than usual encouragement in this direction.

5th. Sabbath school work seems to be more or less encouraging. Two churches only make mention of the fact that they are under the control of Session, though it is prob​able that such is the case in regard to them all except in cases where there are union schools.

6th. As to catechetical instruction the reports are not encouraging. Only a few of the churches mention it. As a general thing the International series are used in the way of biblical instruction in our Sunday schools.

7th. Family worship, we fear, is observed only by a few families in the Church. The neglect of this sacred duty and privilege is sadly
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manifest.

8th. The Sabbath as a general thing seems to be well observed among our people.

[There is no 9th item listed.]

10th. For the most part the churches respond to the calls made by the Assembly in the various departments of church work & contribute with more or less regularity & some appear to be doing well in this respect, though there is evident much room for im​provement here.

11th. As to the prevalence of intemperance, but few report trouble with cases of intemp​erance, and while there is perhaps in all our churches too much of a worldly spirit, yet there does not seem to be an excessive indulgence in this respect on the part of our people.

12th. There does not seem to be any special effort in behalf of the colored people among our churches, though some of them regularly contributed to the work of our church in their behalf at the Tuscaloosa Institute.

From this report it will be seen that while there are some things that are discouraging and cannot but sadden our hearts, yet on the other hand there are things that inspire our hope & courage and should nerve us to increased fidelity as a church and earn​estly humble prayer for the presence & blessing of the Divine Spirit with & upon our beloved Zion.








P. Gowan, Chm.

The whole matter of week-day services was referred to the Home Mission Com. 

The committee appointed to assess [for the] Commissioners’ Fund reported & their report was adopted. It is as follows:

Aberdeen
7
DeKalb
1
Houston
3
Newton
2 
Ackerman
1
Enon

1
Hattiesburg
4
Okolona
3

Bethel

3
Enon Zion
1
Knox

5
Osborn

2

Bethsalem
3
Ellisville
2
Lauderdale
2
Pendleton
1

Buena Vista
3
Enterprise
5
Louisville
1
Philadelphus
2

Bloomfield
2
Fairview
1
Lebanon
1
Pleasant Sprs
1

Bywy

1
Friendship
3
Macon

6
Pisgah

2

Carolina
2
Garlandsville
2
Meridian        18
Purvis

1

Center Point
1
Good Hope
2
Montrose
1
Sandersville
1

Columbus
8
Hamilton
2
Mt Moriah
1
Salem

2

Crawford
1
Heidelberg
2
Mt Zion
2
Shiloh

2

Starkville
7
Starkville-Col 1
Toomsuba
2
Unity

2

Vernal

2
Wahalak
1
Weir 

1
West Point
4

Mr J. W. Stevenson on invitation presented the cause of colportage. The report of the Com.
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on Publication was read & approved & is as follows. The Cor. Member of the Assem​bly’s Committee of Publication would report that the following amount has been rec’d: Good Hope Church $2.00.








Respectfully submitted,








H. C. Smith, Cor. Mem.

The hour of Divine Service having arrived Presbytery took recess until 2 o’clock.

At 2 o’clock p.m., the Moderator having been excused, Rev. H. R. Raymond, D.D., the last Moderator, called the meeting to order and presided.

The report of the Auditing Com. was made & adopted & is as follows: Your committee would report that they have examined all the accounts & vouchers of the Rev. A. B. Coit & find the same correct. We recommend that the report be approved.








Respectfully submitted,








D. P. Smith

**

The report of the Com. on Minutes of Gen’l Assembly was taken from the docket. A committee was appointed consisting of Rev. J. W. Roseborough, Rev. H. R. Raymond & Rev. P. Gowan and Elder Albion Ames of Starkville, to report on the subject of Tithes &c., as requested by the General Assembly.

The essay on Evangelist was postponed until the Spring meeting of Presbytery to take the place of the essayist appointed at this meeting. 

A resolution of thanks was unanimously adopted. The thanks of Presbytery was tendered to the moderators & clerks. 

Presbytery then adjourned with singing, prayer & the apostolic benediction to meet at Columbus, Miss., on Thursday before the 1st full moon in April.







H. R. Raymond, Mod., pro. tem.







W. P. Patrick, E. B. Witherspoon, Clerks.

Attest:

A. B. Coit, S. C.

**A commission consisting of W. H. Leavell, A. B. Coit, E B. Witherspoon, W. E. Baskin, & D. Taylor was appointed to organize churches at Mathersville & Pachuta, if the way be clear.
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Examined and approved in Synod at Jackson, Miss., November 8th 1889, with the ex​ception that the meeting at Columbus, in May 1889. was not closed with prayer, as shown by the minutes.








A. B. Coit, Moderator of Synod
Called Meeting at Meridian








March 21st 1890

Presbytery met pursuant to the call of the Moderator made in accordance with the Book of Church Order, Chapter 5, Section 8.

Present-Ministers: A. B. Coit, W. H. Leavell, H. C. Smith, and E. B. Witherspoon; Elders J. C. Houston and W. P. Patrick.

After a sermon by Rev. W. H. Leavell, Presbytery was constituted with prayer after being called to order by Rev. E. B. Witherspoon. The Rev. E. B. Witherspoon was then chosen Moderator. 

He stated the object of the meeting to be the organization of a 2nd church at Meridian, if the way be clear.

A petition asking for the organization of the church was presented to Presbytery, with the approval of the Session of the First Presbyterian Church. There were over twenty signa​tures. This request was granted by Presbytery. Clinch’s Engine Hall was appointed as the place and 7 ½ p.m. as the time for the organization. Rev. H. C. Smith was ap​pointed to preach the sermon.


         Presbytery then took recess to meet at half past two in Clinch’s Engine Hall.

At half past two, Presbytery met and was called to order. The Moderator requested Rev. A. B. Coit to preside during the organization. There being
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no business further than filling the appointment and meeting the petitioners, and so hav​ing a thorough understanding, Presbytery again took recess until half past seven.

At half past seven Presbytery met and was called to order. Rev. H. C. Smith then preached the sermon. A church was organized, 20 being received by letter and 5 by examination. Three elders were elected and installed. Two of these elders were also or​dained. One deacon was elected, ordained & installed. The church will be called The Second Presbyterian Church of Meridian. Mr. Jas Harwell is the Clerk of Session. All the forms required in the Book of Church Order were complied with.

Presbytery then adjourned with singing, prayer and the apostolic benediction to meet at Columbus, April 3rd, 11 a.m.








E. B. Witherspoon, Mod.








W. P. Patrick, Clerk.

Attest:
A. B. Coit, Stated Clerk.
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Columbus, Miss., April 3rd 1890

Presbytery met pursuant to adjournment and the opening sermon was preached by Rev. A. H. Barkley at the request of the retiring Moderator, Rev. J. W. Roseborough, after which Presbytery was constituted with prayer by Rev. J. W. Roseborough, and the roll was called, and the following answered to their named. (Those marked 2 & 3 came in later.)

Ministers




Elders

A. H. Barkley




Dayton Hale

J. N. Carothers




J. D. Hutchinson

J. M. Coleman




E. A. White

A. B. Coit




D. W. Hamiter

Peter Gowan




H. Woods

W. Hayne Leavell



R. A. Murdock

H. R. Raymond



J. C. Breckenridge

J. W. Roseborough



A. Ames

H. C. Smith




W. H. Perkins2
Z. B. Graves




J. W. Gardiner2
E. B. Witherspoon3



S. L. Wilson2
Robt. Morgan2




D. N. Stinson3






H. T. Belton3
The retiring Moderator then announced the first business was the selection of a moder​ator. Rev. W. H. Leavell was chosen Moderator and Dayton Hale, Elder of the Columbus Church was elected clerk.

On motion of Rev. J. W. Roseborough the hours of meeting were fixed as follows: Morn​ing session from 9 to 12 a.m. Afternoon session from 2 ½ to 5 p.m. 

The Moderator announced the following committee on devotional exercises: Rev. J. W. Roseborough & Elders H. Woods & Dayton Hale.

Presbytery then on motion took recess until 2 ½ p.m. Closed with prayer by Rev. J. S. Oakley of the Methodist Church, who had been invited to sit as a visiting brother by the Presbytery.








Afternoon Session

Presbytery met at 2 ½ o’clock, Moderator Leavell in the chair. The minutes of
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the last regular meeting & of the called meeting were read. On motion the reading of the Standing Rules was dispensed with at this time.

A letter of dismission from the Presbytery of Tuskaloosa was given to Presbytery by Rev. Robt. Morgan, and on motion of Rev. J. W. Roseborough the papers were received. 

The reasons for absence, sent to Presbytery by the Rev. J. M. Smith were sustained. 

The Moderator then examined Rev. Robt. Morgan on accordance with Book of Church Order on experimental religion. The examination was on motion sustained.

Rev. P. Gowan then, on motion of Presbytery put & carried, examined Mr. Morgan on theology. The examination was on motion sustained. Dr. Raymond was appointed by a vote of presbytery to examine Mr. Morgan on church government. This examination was also sustained. Rev. Robt. Morgan was then received and his name enrolled.

The Moderator then announced the following committees:

Bills & Overtures—J. W. Roseborough, A. H. Barkley, A. Ames & R. A. Murdock.

Judicial—H. R. Raymond, H. C. Smith.

Narrative—J. D. Hutchinson, D. W. Hamiter, J. N. Carothers, A. B. Coit.

Superior Courts—Peter Gowan, R. A. Murdock.

Statistics—E. A. White, J. C. Breckenridge.

Leave of Absence—H. Woods, H. C. Smith.
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Auditing—W. L. Fox, Peter Gowan, Robt. Morgan, J. W. Gardiner.

Report of Commission to organize Churches at Pachuta and Mathersville received & adopted, and is as follows: “Your commission appointed to organize a church at Mathers​ville if the way be clear, respectfully submit the following report or records: ‘Mathers​ville, Nov. 1889. Commission met & was organized by opening sermon of Rev. W. H. Leavell, & constituted with prayer. Ten members were received and two elders and one deacon were elected, ordained & installed according to the Form of Government. The name Geneva was agreed upon. There were present of the commission: Rev. W. H. Leavell, A. B. Coit, and David Taylor. Commission adjourned with prayer to meet at the call of the chairman.’








Wm Hayne Leavell, Chairman.








A. B. Coit, Clerk.

Your commission did not organize a church at Pachuta not deeming the way clear.”








Respectfully submitted,








W. H. Leavell

It was on motion left with the devotional exercises committee to fix a time for hearing the Essay. Moved & carried that the first order of the day for Friday be to refer church Session records to committees. Also moved & carried that the 2nd order of the day be the hearing narratives read. 

The examination of Mr. W. S. Hamiter for licensure was then taken up by Presbytery. The examination of his biblical exegesis was referred to A. B. Coit. His Latin thesis was referred to Rev. P. Gowan & Dr Raymond. The time for hearing the lecture & sermon was left to the Committee on Devotional Exercises. The examination of Mr Hamiter as to his knowledge of Latin—all of Par. IV, page 3 of Church Government was referred to a committee, consisting of Rev. Peter Gowan, Rev. H. R. Raymond, Rev. Robt. Morgan, and Elder R. A. Murdock. Rev. J. W. Roseborough on motion then examined the candi​date on theology. The examination was sustained.
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Rev. H. C. Smith then by order of Presbytery examined Mr Hamiter on ecclesiastical history. The examination was sustained. Rev. J. N. Carothers by order of Presbytery ex​amined the candidate on church government. The examination was on motion sus​tained. A. B. Coit then by order of Presbytery examined the candidate on the sacraments. Also this examination was sustained. 

Rev. J. W. Roseborough, chair of Com. of Devotional Exercises then reported that the hour of 11 a.m., Friday had been chosen by the com. to hear Mr. Hamiter preach his ser​mon before Presbytery. Preaching tonight at 7 p.m. Approved as a report in part.

Presbytery fixed on 1st order of the day Saturday for the selection of commissioners to the General Assembly.

Presbytery then adjourned with prayer to meet at 9 o’clock Friday morning.








Friday morning, April 4, 9 a.m.

Presbytery met. After half an hour was spent in devotional exercises, Presbytery was con​stituted with prayer. Roll was called & minutes of previous meetings read and approved. 

Moved and carried that the Session of Unity Church be ordered to meet at once.

The call from Okolona Church for the services of Rev. Robt. Morgan was read and on motion referred to a committee of two to see that it was in order—Dr. H. R. Raymond and S. L. Wilson were appointed on this committee.

Moved & carried that Rev. Robt. Morgan be allowed to enter work with the Buena Vista & West Point Churches.

Rev. J. M. Coleman was allowed by Presbytery to continue service with Enon & Fair​view. 

Permission was granted Rev. J. D. West to labor six months in Central Mississippi.

[29]

Rev. Robt. Morgan was enrolled, also W. H. Perkins of Aberdeen, S. L. Wilson of Friend​ship and J. W. Gardiner of Unity. 

The order of the day, viz.: referring Sessional records was then taken up. They were assigned to committees as follows:

Knox Church—Elder J. D. Hutchinson, Rev. J. M. Coleman (col.).

Columbus and Starkville—Rev. P. Gowan and Elder S. L. Wilson.

Enterprise—Rev. J. N. Carothers and E. A. White.

Aberdeen and Hamilton—J. W. Roseborough and R. A. Murdock.

Meridian, Houston, and Bethel—H. R. Raymond, D.D. and A. H. Barkley.

Friendship—H. C. Smith and D. W. Hamiter.

Pleasant Springs—W. L. Fox & A. Ames.

Starkville (Col.) and Enon (Col.)—H. Woods and J. C. Breckenridge.

Lawrence and Philadelphus—W. H. Perkins and J. W. Gardiner.

The second order of the day, the hearing of narratives, was then taken up, and narratives were read from the following churches:

Aberdeen



Garlandsville


Lauderdale

Buena Vista



Hamilton


Lawrence

Bloomfield



Heidelberg


Okolona

Columbus



Houston


Pleasant Springs

Enterprise



Hattiesburg


Starkville

Friendship



Knox



Unity & Bethel

It was moved and carried to hear verbal statements when written narratives had not been received.

After a recess of 5 minutes at 10:55 a.m. the devotional committee appointed as the time for hearing Essay 10 a.m. on Saturday and 11 a.m. the same day to hear the Presbyterial Sermon. 1st order Friday, after unfinished business, the lecture by Candidate Hamiter.

An invitation to
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the Presbytery to visit the Industrial Institute and College was extended by the proctor, Mr. Neilson. The invitation was accepted and the hour fixed for the visit was 8 ½ a.m. Saturday morning. On motion the time of meeting was made one-half hour later to allow time for the visit & was made 9 ½ a.m. instead of 9. 




         On motion the Presbytery took recess until half past two p.m.

At half past two, Presbytery met. Statements were heard from the churches which had sent up no written narratives.

Mr. H. T. Belton from Bethel Church appeared and his name was enrolled.

The committees on examination of church records reported as follows: The committee on records of Knox Church reported, “Examined and approved.” Report received and adopted. The Com. on Starkville Colored Church, reported that the records were exam​ined & recommend their approval as far as written with the exception, that the book was not before the last spring meeting of Presbytery. The report was received and adopted. Enon-Zion: The committee recommended the approval as far as written. Enterprise approved as far as written with the following exceptions: 1. The book has not been examined by Presbytery since 1887. 2nd. On pages 18 & 21 congregational business is recorded, and that in the face of this same exception previously taken. 3. Sometimes words left out. 4. No reports of delegates to Presbytery or Synod as to whether attend​ance. 5. No narratives or other reports to Presbytery recorded. Received and approved.

The Committee recommended the approval of the records of Friendship as far as written. The report was adopted.

The following change in Standing Rule No. 13
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was adopted. “The Stated Clerk shall prepare & cause to be published in the South-West​ern Presbyterian newspaper, full abstracts of the minutes of each stated and called meet​ings of the Presbytery as soon after its adjournment as practicable, and he may at his own option, prepare like abstracts for other religious newspapers.”

The Committee on the Aberdeen Church submitted a report for which the following was adopted as a substitute: Approved as far as written with the exception that 1st. Failure to present the book at last spring meeting of Presbytery. 2nd. Record of meeting of March 25th 1890 shows that meeting was irregular because meeting of Session was not opened and closed with prayer.

Elder D. N. Stinson appeared and his name was enrolled.

Rev. J. H. Alexander, D.D. and Prof. J. A. Sanderson appeared, and on motion were in​vited to sit as corresponding members.

Presbytery, on learning that they appeared as commissioners from Central Mississippi Presbytery, appointed the hour after service to-night to hear the brethren deliver the message.

The committee appointed to examine the records of Lawrence Church recommended their approval as far as written with the following exceptions—report adopted & is as fol​lows—1st. They have not been approved by Presbytery since 1882. 2. A memorandum is made in 1886 of what Presbytery permitted them to do, but it does not appear that they did what Presbytery permitted or instructed to be done. 3. The record is marred by intro​ducing upon its pages the church roll, which should be a separate record. 4. No minutes are recorded between March 1889 and March 1890. The Form of Government requires the Session to meet at least once in 6 months. 5. The record of the meeting in March 1890 incidentally mentions the reception of two members upon profession of faith in Sept. 1889, but it does not appear that there was a regular meeting of Session at that time. 
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Mr W. S. Hamiter read a lecture as part of his examination. On motion the same was sus​tained as a part of trial. Motion was then made to criticize his sermon as a part of trial. Roll was called & afterwards the sermon was sustained as part of trial. Rev. Peter Gowan, chairman of the commission to examine Mr. Hamiter on Latin &c, all included in Par. 4, Page 3, Form of Government, reported the examination very satisfactory. The report was adopted. The examination as a whole was then sustained on motion.

The committee to whom was referred the call of the Okolona Church for the pastoral ser​vi​ces of Rev. Robt. Morgan reported favorably & recommended that the call be placed in his hands. The report was adopted and the call was placed in Bro. Morgan’s hands, whereupon he signified his acceptance of the same. On motion a commission consisting of Rev. H. R. Raymond and Rev. P. Gowan were appointed to install Rev. Robt. Morgan pastor of Okolona Church on first Wednesday in May at 8 p.m.

The report of the committee on Houston records was adopted & is as follows: The com​mit​tee recommend their approval as far as written to page 47th inclusive, except 1st. Records have not been examined by Presbytery since April 17, 1887. 2. In a few in​stances the record does not show a closing prayer, see pp. 37 & 41. 3. The narrative adopted pp. 33 & 34 is not recorded.

Report of committee on Starkville records was received and adopted.

Rev. P. Gowan, Corresponding Member of the Assembly’s Committee of Foreign Mis​sions made the following report which was received and approved.

The Standing Committee on Foreign Missions would respectfully report to Presbytery, that during the past year, according to reports published in The Missionary
[33]

Twenty-nine churches have contributed to this cause the sum of $294.75/100, five Sab​bath schools $69.35/100 and four Ladies Aid Societies $187.87/100. Besides these there has been fifty-seven dollars contributed by individuals in the bounds of the Presbytery, and 35.00 by the Industrial Institute & College in the City of Columbus making a total of $644.07/100. About 20 churches including 3 of our colored churches, are not reported as making any contribution to this cause, and it will be seen from the statement made above, that only four Sabbath schools, and four Ladies Aid Societies are reported as contribut​ing. Your committee has reminded the churches within our bounds by postal card of this collection, urging them to as much liberality as possible. By comparing the report on Foreign Missions published in the minutes of the Assembly for the year ending April 1st 1889 with the report submitted, it will be seen that there is a gain of eight churches con​tributing, and a difference of $22 in the amount contributed, the difference in favor of the past year. This indicates a falling off in the contributions on the part of our churches. Whe​ther there has been a gain or loss in the amount received from other sources, your committee has had no means of ascertaining. In the future a comparative statement will be made with regard to all the sources. Your committee would respectfully recommend the adoption of the following resolutions: 

(1) Resolved, That appreciating what has been done by our contributing churches, Sab​bath schools, and Missionary societies, as well as others during the past year, Presby​tery expresses the earnest hope that they will maintain their interest in this good work, and in view of the urgent need in this direction endeavor to do still better during the present year.

(2) That the Sessions of our churches encourage the Sabbath schools to contribute regu​larly to this cause and that an opportunity is given them for so doing.

(3) That recognizing the importance of the efforts of our Christian women in advancing
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the cause of Christ, the churches be requested to consider earnestly the propriety of form​ing of Ladies’ Missionary Aid Societies under the direction of the Session.

(4) That Presbytery call attention to The Missionary, published monthly by our church, and earnestly request our ministers and sessions to endeavor to secure as large a circula​tion of it as possible among our people.








Respectfully submitted,








P. Gowan

The report was received and adopted. The chairman of the Committee on Education made the following report. “Candidates for the ministry under the care of this Presbytery are pursuing their studies as follows: Mr. W. S. Hamiter in the Theological Seminary at Columbia, South Carolina. He is in the second class. Mr. John A. Love is in the academy at French Camps and is taking a course of studies equal to the junior class in S. W. P. University. Mr. R. L. Campbell is at school at Heidelberg, Miss., in preparatory class for college. These young men are in good health and so far as I am informed, are diligent & making good progress in their studies. As to collection for cause of Education the churches forward their collections directly to the Assembly’s Committee. From commun​i​ca​tions received from Rev. Dr. Richardson the following information is gained. Up to the 25th of March, ult., out of our 51 only 13 have contributed to the cause of Education. The contributing churches are as follows:

Garlandsville

5.20


Friendship

2.00

Good Hope

4.00


Weir


3.55

Louisville

2.70


Starkville

8.55

Mt Zion

2.35


Lebanon

5.30

Aberdeen

6.67


Columbus
          32.10

Houston
          11.00


Hattiesburg                 2.20







Shiloh


1.25








        $88.97

This leaves 40 churches or thirty-seven white churches that have not contributed to the cause of Education
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The pro rata of this Presbytery of the $2500.00 asked by the General Assembly for this cause is one hundred dollars. We have contributed $88.97. The Assembly Committee have on its rolls 208 candidates to whom promise of help has been given. Three of these candidates belong to our Presbytery. The call is urgent that the April collection for this cause be liberal so as to enable the committee to pay its candidates the amount promised them.








Respectfully submitted,








J. M. Smith, Chm. of Com. of Ed.

The hour after service tonight was set apart to license Mr. W. S. Hamiter.






              Presbytery then took recess until 7:30 p.m.






               At half past seven o’clock, Presbytery met.

The examination of the candidate W. S. Hamiter having been sustained, he was licensed to preach the gospel as a probationer according to the provisions of the Form of Gov​ernment, Ch. 6.

The order of the day having arrived, Rev. J. H. Alexander, D.D., and Prof. J. A. Sander​son, a commission from the Central Mississippi Presbytery, addressed the Presbytery, and submitted overtures from the body they represented on behalf of the Male Academy & Central Miss. Institute located at French Camps. The message of the commissioners & overtures were referred to the following committee: Rev. P. Gowan, Rev. H. R. Ray​mond, D.D., A. H. Barkley, J. N. Carothers & Elders J. D. Hutchinson, A. Ames and D. Hale.

Certain communications from brethren having been received in reference to Z. B. Graves, they were without reading referred to a committee, consisting of Rev. A. B. Coit, J. W. Roseborough & Elders S. L. Wilson & R. A. Murdock.

Presbytery adjourned to meet on Saturday morning at 9 ½ o’clock.









             Closed with prayer.
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Saturday, April 7th 1890

Presbytery met after a visit by the members to the Industrial Institute & College; and was opened with prayer. Roll was called. The minutes of previous days read and approved.

The com. on Records of the Meridian Church reported minutes correct as far as written, i.e., to page 247. The report was received & adopted.

The com. on records of Bethel Church reported them correct as far as written, with the following exceptions. 1st. Reports to Presbytery not recorded, p. 105. 2. Session trans​acted business without a quorum, p. 104. The report was received and approved.

On motion, W. H. Perkins was placed on committee to examine church records of Columbus Church in place of P. Gowan, excused on account of his labors on other committees.

On motion of an elder the following was added to the Standing Rules of Presbytery, Rule 18. “These rules shall be read in the month of March of each year by the Session to the congregational as a sessional act.”

Motion was made & carried that the Presbyterial Sermon by Dr. H. R. Raymond on Sanctification be published in the South-Western Presbyterian.

Rev. E. B. Witherspoon appeared and gave reasons for tardiness which were sustained.

Rev. E. B. Witherspoon was nominated as a delegate to the General Assembly. Rev. H. C. Smith was also nominated. A vote taken by call of the roll, resulted in a tie, each re​ceiving nine votes. On motion this order was postponed until after morning service.

2nd order of the day was then taken up, viz.: Reading of the Essay. On motion Mr. Rose​borough was substituted in place of Rev. A. B. Coit as essayist, he having left Presbytery before the change last fall. Rev. J. W. Roseborough then read his essay. Subject: The Prayer Meeting. The subject was then discussed by call of roll.

At 10:50 a.m. Presbytery took recess for five minutes.

At eleven Dr. H. R. Raymond preached the Presbyterial Sermon on Sanctification. 

After the sermon the first order of the day was again taken up & Rev. H. C. Smith was chosen as delegate to the
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General Assembly, and Rev. E. B. Witherspoon was chosen alternate. Judge J. A. Orr of the Columbus Church was chosen delegate and Mr. D. W. Hamiter alternate.

Presbytery took recess until 2:30 o’clock.








Saturday, 2:30 p.m. 

Presbytery met and was called to order. The unfinished business of the morning session was taken up, viz.: calling the roll for remarks on the subject of Essay. On motion calling the roll was dispensed with.

The chairman of the Evangelistic Committee made a report which was received & ap​proved. 

The Committee on Leave of Absence made a report which was received and adopted & is as follows: “Your Committee on Leave of Absence report that leave of absence has been granted to Elder Breckenridge of Pleasant Springs Church after the evening session on Friday, also that leave of absence has been granted Rev. A. B. Coit, Rev. H. C. Smith & Rev. E. B. Witherspoon & to Elder H. Woods, Jr., from Knox Church after the morning service on Saturday.”








Respectfully submitted,








H. Woods, Jr.

Rev. A. B. Coit offered his resignation as Stated Clerk. Motion made & carried that it be not accepted.

The Committee on Message from Central Miss. Presbytery made a report which was read, amended & approved. “The committee to whom was referred the communication pre​​sented to this body from the Presbytery of Central Mississippi through Dr. J. H. Alex​ander and Professor J. A. Sanderson touching the matter relating to the Central Mis​sis​sippi Institute and French Camps Academy, respectfully report, recommending that this Presbytery appoint a committee of three, according to the request of said Pres​bytery to confer with a similar committee of that Presbytery with reference to plans of cooperation in the management of above-mentioned institutions, and report such plan to Presbytery at its next session.








P. Gowan, Chm.

The following committee was appointed in accordance
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with the above report, viz.: Dr. H. R. Raymond, Rev. H. C. Smith & Rev. A. H. Barkley.

The following narrative was read & adopted.

Narrative of Tombeckbee Presbytery to the General Assembly, at Asheville, N. C.: Out of 49 churches under the care of this Presbytery, only 23 have sent up written narratives. Few of the churches have reported many additions on profession of faith in Christ, but there has been no remarkable outpouring of the Holy Spirit. There are, however, un​mis​takable evidences of the presence and power of God’s Spirit in many parts of our Zion. 

The pure Gospel is preached by over 13 ministers to about 30 of our churches. To some only once a month. To others twice and to some three or four churches every Sabbath, and good attendance reported in almost every case. The spiritual condition of the churches that enjoy the regular ministrations of the Gospel, is hopefully improving. Some report increased attention on the part of parents to the duty of dedicating their children to God in baptism.

The Christian deportment and growth in grace of church members is encouraging. There is more interest taken in the Sabbath school work than ever before. Catechetical instruc​tion in families is much neglected and too often delegated to the Sunday school, where it is made a part of the exercise every Sabbath day. The Bible is used as a text-book, and our young people are taught to love and reverence its teachings.

Family worship is claiming the attention of our people more than formerly, though not observed by the heads of families generally as it should be.

We discover some improvement in the observance of the Sabbath, though some churches report worldly conversation, reading secular papers, and do other things unsuitable to the sanctity of God’s holy day.

While many do not realize the obligation to reverence God with their substance, yet our people are waking up to the importance of this subject, and are improving upon the past. Their fidelity in this matter, we think, is promising.

As regards intemperance and other forms of vice, our communities are not free from them, but our members generally live soberly, righteously and godly—at least, so far as we can see. We are not attending much to the religious instruction of the colored people, for the reason that they seem to prefer their own preachers, and to conduct their own Sunday schools, though some of our members and elders devote [a] portion of their time to them, and their labors are appreciated in some places.

We have one colored minister in our Presbytery laboring as a pastor of colored churches, who makes a favorable report from those churches. He was educated at our colored seminary at Tuskaloosa, Ala.

Upon the whole, we have much to encourage us and make us thankful to the Giver of all good, while we have need to pray: “Lord, revive us, and make us abound in every good work.”

The following overture was read & adopted: Committee on subjects of Essay & Sermon & to select essayist & preacher as were appointed, viz.: Rev. E. B. Witherspoon & Hon. S. L. Wilson. They made their report which is as follows: Sermon—On Infant Baptism: Rev. P. Gowan. Essay on Sabbath Schools: Elder E. A. White. The report was received & adopted. 

The request of Macon Church for the services of Rev. A. B. Coit was granted.

A committee appointed to examine certain papers relating to Rev. Z. B. Graves made their report which was received, and after considerable discussion the following sub​sti​tute was adopted: “Whereas information has reached Presbytery which satisfies this body that the mental infirmity which characterizes the Rev. Z. B. Graves is such as to dis​qual​ify him from exercising his ministerial gifts; and whereas, whilst laboring under the men​tal aberration, he is led to indulge in conduct which bring discredit upon the minis​terial office; Therefore resolved, that Presbytery from a painful sense of duty does hereby restrain Rev. Z. B. Graves from the exercise of his official functions until such time as it is known [that] his faculties are restored. Resolved, that this Presbytery expres​ses its warm​est sympathy for his family in their present sad condition.”

Motion was made & carried that the Stated Clerk write to all churches who are delinquent in payment of their portion of that $100-$44.50 still unpaid guaranteed to our late Evan​gelist, Rev. J. D. West and press the payments
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of amounts due. Carried.

The report of the committee appointed to answer the Assembly’s overture on Tithing and Societies Within and Without the Church made their report, which was received, amended and adopted seriatim and is as follows: “Your committee on the overtures sent down from the General Assembly touching Societies Within and Without the Church and the Tithe would respectfully submit the following report:

I. Concerning societies within the church, we recommend that their existence be regarded as consistent with the principles of our church; and that in all cases they should be under the supervision and direction of some one of our Church judicatories.

II. As to the Tithe, while unprepared to say that the ancient law of the tithe or tenth is as such obligatory on the Christian conscience, still believing that proportionate giving is clearly taught in the Word of God, we regard the tithe as a wise general rule and we would as such recommend it to all who love the prosperity of Zion, as an excellent means of raising the funds of the Church, urging upon all the duty of serving the Lord with their substance as He hath prospered them.”








Respectfully submitted,






       J. W. Roseborough, H. R. Raymond, P. Gowan.

At her request, motion was made and carried that Mrs. Snell be allowed to make a state​ment on the report. 

The following report of the committee on the records of Philadelphus Church was adopted, viz.: that they be approved as far as written; except, it does not appear that the records have been presented to Presbytery since April 1880 and there are no records of narrative or statistical reports. Minutes on pages 45, 48 & 50 do not state that Session was closed with prayer. A congregation record on page 49 is out of place in a Sessional
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record.

Columbus records approved as far as written.—W. H. Perkins, Chm.

Motion was made and carried to refer Sunday school reports to E. A. White.

Rev. A. B. Coit was authorized to serve the Heidelberg Church for one-fourth of his time with the same terms as last year.

Your Committee on Statistics beg leave to submit the following report:

No. of Churches


           51

No. added since last Presbytery
             2

No. dismissed since last Presbytery
             4

No. of Elders



            57

No. of Deacons


            51

Communicants added on examination
57

Communicants added on certificate

29

Total communicants


        1091

Adult baptisms



18

Infant baptisms



35

Baptized non-communicants

          258

Scholars in S. School & Bible classes          570

Teachers




45

Funds collected:

  Sustentation



          124.70

  Evangelistic




73.65

  Invalid




68.25

  Foreign Missions


          299.10

  Education




79.00

  Publication




45.90

  Tuscaloosa Inst.



51.70

  Presbyterial



          110.30

  Pastors’ salaries actually paid
        6900.54

  Congregational & miscellaneous
        3946.14
Total



               $11,699.28








Respectfully submitted,








E. A. White

The above report was received & adopted.

Permission was given Enterprise Church to continue to employ Rev. A. B. Coit as Stated Supply for one-fourth of his time.

The committee appointed to examine the minutes of the General Assembly & report on same, reported & their report was adopted & is as follows: “The committee appointed
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to examine the minutes of the General Assembly report that they have so done, and re​spectfully call attention to the following points—

(1) On page 602, Presbyteries are urged to take such steps as will secure full and accurate information in regard to Sunday school work in their bounds and to transmit the same to General Assembly. Presbyteries are urged to make an earnest effort during the coming year to secure a larger and more general circulation of the S. S. publications of our Church in their schools.

(2) Page 612. That Presbyteries take steps to assign each congregation within their re​spective bounds to the care of some minister whose duty it shall be to take charge of such congregation and supply them with weekday preaching, moderate the Session and take spiritual oversight of the congregation until a minister can be employed, due care being ex​e​rcised with reference to expediency. 

The above report was received & approved.

The Treasurer made his report which was submitted to the Auditing Committee & by them approved, and is as follows: Treasurer’s Report from April 1889 to April 1890—

Balance on hand per last report


$53.08

Received of Treasurer pro. tem.


    9.54

Starkville




                1.00


Columbus





  10.00

Meridian





  20.00

Bloomfield





    2.00

Bethel






    2.25

West Point





    1.00

99.87

Commissioner’s Fund

Cash $5.50. Columbus (last May) 10.00, Good Hope 2.00, Philadelphus 2, Sandersville 1, Hamilton 2, Starkville 7, Fairview 7, Houston 2, Friendship 3, Aberdeen 7, Pleasant Springs 1.55, Bethel 3, Columbus 8, Lawrence 2, West Point 3, Crawford 2, Salem 2, Vernal 2, Scooba 5, Wahalak 2, DeKalb 2.  $75.05

Paid H. R. Raymond for commissioners last spring $15.60. Paid Com. Fund 59.55.
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Pres. Tax brought forward



$98.87

Paid A. B. Coit




    9.55

J. H. Alexander, Treas., Synod


  30.00

J. D. West, by order of Pres.



    2.25

A. B. Coit





    2.05

Stated Clerk’s salary




  12.50

To Stated Clerk of Assembly



  20.00

Discount on drafts and vouchers


      .15

Paid A. B. Coit




  15.55

76.45

Bal. on hand





  19.17

Pd. E. B. Witherspoon by order of Pres.

    3.50

Less error in addition




      .10







$15.50

Auditing Com. reported on above report & report approved.

Heidelberg was chosen as the place where Presbytery shall meet in the Fall.

Presbytery then took recess until after preaching tonight.







At 8:45 p.m. Presbytery met.

The report of Rev. H. C. Smith, Corresponding Member of the Assembly Com. The Cor​responding Member of the Assembly’s Committee on Publication reported & the report was received and adopted. It is as follows. The Corresponding Member of the Assem​bly’s Committee of Publication would report 

1st. That the following amounts have been received during the past year:

Good Hope Church

2.00

Philadelphus


3.00

Hamilton


1.00

West Point


1.00
Total


         
7.00

Forwarded


5.00

Bal. on hand


2.00

2nd. That the attention of churches is called to the importance of this cause.








Respectfully submitted,








H. C. Smith, Cor. Mem.

Columbus, Miss., April 1890.





The report of Ministers on 5th Sunday appointments was made. On motion the
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excuse of Rev. W. H. Leavell was sustained by vote.

Rev. A. H. Barkley offered an overture which was on motion ordered forwarded to the Assembly. Said overture was in reference to electing an elder as delegate to Assembly who was not at the time a member of the body sitting. (Said overture was forwarded & answered by the Assembly of 1890, to wit: that it was right so to do.—S. C.)

After a resolution of thanks unanimously adopted, Presbytery adjourned after reading ab​stract of minutes with singing, prayer, and the apostolic benediction, to meet at Heidel​berg, Miss., at 11 a.m. on Thursday before the 1st full moon in Oct.








W. Hayne Leavell, Mod.








Dayton Hale, Tem. Cl.

Attest: A. B. Coit, S. C.

Chairmen of Presbyterial Committees for 1890

Foreign Missions:
P. Gowan

Home Missions: 
E. B. Witherspoon

Education:

J. M. Smith

Publication:
   
H. C. Smith

Called Meeting








Meridian, July 11th 1890

Presbytery met pursuant to call of the Moderator, Rev Wm Hayne Leavell, made in ac​cordance with Book of Church Order, Sec. V, Par. 8.

Presbytery was opened with prayer by the Moderator. Roll was called and the following members were present: H. R. Raymond, W. H. Leavell, E. B. Witherspoon, and A. B. Coit. Ruling Elders: Robt. Love, Jas Harwell, and E. A. Smith.

Mr Witherspoon was chosen clerk in Mr Hale’s absence.

At the conclusion of the organization the purpose of the meeting was stated to be the consideration of the joint request of Mr. Leavell and the Meridian Church for a disso​lution of the pastoral relation. Mr Leavell, pending the
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consideration of the matter asked Presbytery to take recess until 8:30 p.m., in order to give the Deacons of the Meridian Church time to complete collections & make a settle​ment.






Presbytery then took recess until 8:30 p.m.

At 8:30 p.m. Presbytery met and after considering the joint request for dissolution of the pastoral relation at Meridian First Presbyterian Church, the relation was dissolved, to take effect July 14th 1890.

Presbytery then adjourned with singing, prayer & apostolic benediction.








W. H. Leavell, Mod.








E. B. Witherspoon, Temp. Cl.

Attest:

A. B. Coit, S. C.








Heidelberg, Thursday, Oct 23, 1890

Presbytery met at 11 a.m. and was opened by a sermon from the Moderator, Rev. Wm Hayne Leavell. Text: I Pet 4 & 17. After sermon Presbytery was constituted with prayer, and Mr. J. M. Ware was chosen Moderator and Mr. E. A. White was elected clerk. 

The following members were present during the meeting:

Ministers




Elders

A. B. Coit1




J. W. K. Brunner2
J. M. Coleman (Col.) 1



Wm Boughton

Peter Gowan2




J. L. Chapman2
Z. B. Graves1




E. B. Fairley2
Wm H. Leavell



B. F. McLeod

H. R. Raymond1



J. F. McCormick2
J. W. Roseborough1



John Parrott (Col.)

J. M. Smith1




M. F. Smith

H. C. Smith1




R. M. Sanders

E. B. Witherspoon1



J. M. Ware

J. M. Sykes2




H. H. Walker2






E. A. White







A. Wade (Col.)

After election of officers Presbytery took recess until 2 o’clock.
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At 2 o’clock Presbytery met.

Rev. J. M. Smith, Rev. H. C. Smith and Rev. J. M. Coleman appeared and each gave reasons for tardiness which were sustained.

The following elders presented themselves and were enrolled: B. F. McLeod, R. M. Sanders, A. Wade, and M. F. Smith.

The minutes of the last regular and adjourned meeting were read.

The Moderator then announced the following committees:

Bills and Overtures.

Wm Hayne Leavell, H. R. Raymond and Wm Boughton.

Judicial.

J. W. Roseborough, E. A. White, J. M. Smith.

Narrative.

H. R. Raymond, M. F. Smith.

Minutes of General Assembly.

E. B. Witherspoon, H. C. Smith.

Leave of Absence.

Wm Boughton, B. F. McLeod.

Devotional Exercises.

A. B. Coit, E. A. White.

Statistical.

H. C. Smith.

Sermon & Essay.

J. M. Smith, E. B. Witherspoon.

On motion the hearing of reports from the standing committees was made the 1st order for Friday morning. 

On motion a minute was entered at this meeting of Presbytery calling attention to (See page 31, minute book).

On motion the reasons given by Rev. J. N. Carothers for absence from Presbytery were sustained.

The commission appointed at the last meeting of Presbytery to install Rev. Robt. Morgan pastor of Okolona Church, reported that duty performed on the day set apart, which report was on motion received and adopted.

The Presbytery’s commissioner to the General Assembly, Rev. H. C. Smith reported his attendance upon the sessions of that body, and his report
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was received and his diligence commended.

Narratives from the following churches were read and referred to Com. on Narrative: Good Hope, Houston, Sandersville, and Starkville. On motion the further reading of nar​ratives was made the 1st special order for Friday afternoon.

The committee appointed to confer in regard to French Camp’s Academy &c. made their report which is as follows: 







French Camps, Miss., June 17, 1890. 

The joint committees of Central Miss. and Tombeckbee Presbyteries met at 12 o’clock. Present: J. H. Alexander J. S. [a blank is left for name], and T. L. Haman, of Central Miss., and H. R. Raymond, H. C. Smith, and A. H. Barkley of Tombeckbee Presbytery. The following paper was adopted and recommended to the Presbyteries for their adop​tion. 

“The Presbytery of Central Mississippi, having at its spring meeting proposed to the Presbytery of Tombeckbee to cooperate with it in the management, control & ownership of its educational institutions located at French Camp, known as the Central Miss. Insti​tute and the French Camps Academy, and said Tombeckbee Presbytery having signi​fied its willingness to consider such a proposition, each Presbytery respectively appointed a committee to confer with a similar committee from the other Presbytery, said joint com​mittee to meet & decide upon a plan & terms of cooperation, to be submitted to the respective presbyteries. Pursuant to the above action of the Presbyteries the joint commit​tee in session to-day at French Camps recommend to the Presbyteries the following:

1. That each Presbytery have joint and equal right and authority in the management and control of these schools through their trustees in the educational and all other interests ex​cept in the removal of the schools or alienation of the property, in which case the trustees of each Presbytery shall have a voice in proportion to its financial interests. To this end each Pres. shall have a like number of trustees in each institution with equal rights and powers. It being understood that [a blank is left] number of trustees from both or either presbytery shall constitute a quorum for business.
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2. Ownership. As to ownership or rights of property, each Presbytery, through its trustees shall be understood to possess, have and hold right and title to that part in the entire investment of both schools equal to the sum of all amounts contributed within their re​spective bounds from time to time.

3. Settlement. In case the cooperation should at any time in the future become undesir​able, and dissolution should be necessary from any cause, a settlement shall be after this manner, to wit. Each Presbytery shall be entitled to the whole sum contributed by each respectively, less such proportionate amount as may have been expended in repairs, and other expenses for preserving the property, and also less such amount as may be justly allowable for depreciation of value of property on account of its condition at the time of dissolution.”

This Dr Raymond presented and recommended its adoption. This report was received and made the 2nd order of business for Friday morning.

Rev. J. M. Coleman then introduced J. B. Lindsey a member of Fairview Church (col.) who was examined on his motives for seeking the gospel ministry, his religious experi​ence, and as soon as the examinations were sustained he was taken under care of Presby​tery as a candidate, and referred to Rev. J. M. Smith for instructions about pursuing his studies.

The Com. on Devotional Exercises made a report fixing the hours for sessions which was adopted.

A. B. Coit reported that he had made an effort to raise the amount due Rev. J. D. West, and that part had been raised and forwarded to him. Mr Coit was then relieved from any further responsibility in the matter.

In response to the call of the roll of churches the following reported that the expenses of the minister and elder had been paid to the last meeting of Presbytery: Starkville, Stark​ville (Col.), Good Hope, and Aberdeen.
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On motion, Presbytery adjourned until 8:30 Friday morning.









        Closed with prayer.








Friday, Oct. 24, 8:30 a.m.

After half-hour of devotional exercises, Presbytery was constituted with prayer. The min​utes of yesterday were read, corrected and approved.

Rev. J. M. Sykes presented a certificate of dismission from the Nashville Presbytery which was received. 

Pending further action in the matter, a communication was read from Rev. J. D. West, asking permission to labor without our bounds, and giving reasons for absence. His re​quest was granted and his reasons for absence sustained.

On motion the 1st order of the day was dispensed with. 

On motion, Rev. P. Gowan, H. R. Raymond, and Rev. J. W. Roseborough were appointed to examine Rev. J. W. Sykes on experimental religion, theology, sacraments and church government, respectively. On motion Mr Sykes’ examination was sustained as a whole and his name was enrolled as a member of Presbytery.

The following elders presented themselves and were enrolled: J. F. McCormick of Pis​gah. H. H. Walker of Philadelphus, and J. L. Chapman of Mt Moriah.

The regular order was then taken up which was the hearing of reports on Foreign Mis​sions, &c. The Home Mission Com. reported and the report was received and is as fol​lows:

“The committee made application to Invalid fund for 25.00 for Mrs Nannie Smyth, 25.00 for Mrs. Mary Emerson, 75.00 for Mrs Mary Peden, 150.00 for Rev. Z. B. Graves & wife.

The committee appropriated from Col. Evangelistic Fund 125.00 for Rev. J. M. Coleman and 50.00 for Rev. J. N. Carothers. They appropriated
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from Sustentation $70.00 for Rev. J. M. Smith, $90.00 for Rev. H. C. Smith, and $150.00 for Rev. M. J. McLean. All this has been paid except the second installment of the invalid fund. We made application for $60.00 from the Evangelistic Fund for Rev. A. B. Coit, for his services ¼ of his time for six months. The committee employed Rev. A. B. Coit to la​bor one-fourth of his time for six months as Evangelist within our bounds. He has done faithful work and your committee would recommend the continuance of the present ar​range​ment, and also the employment of someone else for one-half of his time.

The following amounts have passed through my hands:




Sandersville
Good Hope
Philadelphus
Lawrence

Sustentation

$1.50

1.00

1.00

    .50

Invalid

  
  1.00



1.30

    .75

Church Extension





   
    .50

Colored Ed.






                .50

Evangelistic






                .75








Respectfully submitted,








E. B. Witherspoon, Chm.

Pending its discussion Presbytery took recess until 2 p.m.








At 2 p.m. Presbytery met.

The pending business being the report of the Home Mission Com, which on motion was docketed. 

On motion the arrangement for future services was referred to the Com. on Devotional Exercises. 

On motion the thanks of Presbytery were tendered to our Baptist brethren for the use of their house of worship during our sessions of Presbytery.

The report of the Home Mission Com. was taken from the docket and adopted.

On motion the discussion of
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the evangelistic work was made the 1st order of business after services tonight.

Elder J. W. K. Brunner of Ellisville Church and Elder E. B. Fairley of Purvis Church ap​peared and their names were enrolled.

The chairman of the Foreign Mission Committee reported as follows: “The Standing Com​mittee on Foreign Missions respectfully report to Presbytery that so far as it is in​formed 21 churches have contributed to this cause $155.54 since April 1st 1890, two Sabbath Schools 6.05, four Ladies’ Aid Societies the sum $36.00, in all $297.59. The committee would respectfully recommend That Presbytery urge upon all our churches the importance of continued liberality in this department of our church work, in view of the urgent claims made upon us at the present time, the advancement of the Redeemer’s king​dom upon the earth. That our Sunday Schools be encouraged to take part in this good work, and that regular opportunities be given for this purpose. That while expressing its gratification in view of the important help afforded by the ladies of some of our churches in this department, it hopes that other missionary societies may be formed and take part in promoting this good cause. That our people be earnestly requested to subscribe to The Mis​​sionary as a valuable means of imparting useful information on the subject and stimu​lating their zeal in this work. That this Presbytery has heard with sadness of heart of the death of our good sister, Miss Stafford of the China Mission and hereby express its sin​cere appreciation of her self-denying labors in the Master’s cause.








Respectfully, P. Gowan.

The report was adopted.

On motion it was ordered that Standing Committees hereafter shall make their reports at the Spring meetings.
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The Committee on Education made a report in substance as follows: In making this report your com. would say that we do not think the amt. asked by the Assembly from our Pres​bytery is too large. We recommend that Presbytery make an earnest effort to raise this amount. We receive from the [Central] Committee for our candidates about twice this amount. The amount pledged to candidates in college or seminary is 100.00, to candi​dates in preparatory classes, 25.00. If the funds in the Treasury allow it, these amounts are increased. This matter cannot be too strongly urged upon the churches. We have three white & one colored candidate, viz.: Mr. W. S. Hamiter, who is at Columbia and will com​​plete his course this session. He has been recommended to the committee for aid. Mr. J. A. Lowe has not reported his attendance at school this season to me & therefore has not been recommended to the Central Committee for aid. This will be done as soon as he can be heard from. R. L. Campbell has not entered school this fall for want of means. He stands ready to enter school at once if suitable provision can be made for him. J. B. Lindsey, the colored brother received yesterday will be recommended to enter Tuscaloosa Institute at once. Six churches have sent collections to me as follows:

Columbus

$12.45

Lawrence

      .75

Friendship

    2.00

Good Hope

    2.00

Sandersville

    2.00

Enon


    3.00

From the best information I can gain the collections have not generally been taken up by our churches. The committee wishes to urge upon the churches the importance of this mat​ter.








Respectfully submitted,








J. M. Smith.

The report was received and adopted.

On motion a collection was
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ordered to be taken up tonight for our candidate Mr. R. L. Campbell. (About $60 was raised.)

Committee on Publication were allowed to make their report in the spring.

The report of the Conference Committee anent French Camps Schools was taken up (see p.46), when after discussion the following was adopted: Whereas this is a matter of grave importance, and as the Spring meetings are better attended, this matter be referred to the Spring meeting and that our most cordial moral support be given these schools, and we invite the accredited agent of the schools among our churches.

Narratives were ordered to be placed in the hands of the chairman of that committee.

The petition to organize a church near Sucarnochee was referred to a committee con​sist​ing of E. b. Witherspoon & A. B. Coit, with instructions to report tomorrow.

Presbytery then took recess until after divine services tonight.








Friday night, 8:30 p.m.

Presbytery met and took up the subject of evangelistic work. After considerable discus​sion the matter was deferred until Saturday night.

Rev. J. W. Roseborough was requested by Presbytery to enter the evangelistic work.

The collection for Mr Campbell was paid to Mr. J. M. Smith who turned the amount $57.86 to Mr Campbell. This amount was afterwards raised to over $60.00.

Presbytery then adjourned with prayer by Dr. Raymond to meet on Sat., 8:30 o’clock.








Saturday, Oct 25, 8:30 a.m.

Presbytery met. After half hour spent in devotional exercises, it was constituted with prayer. Roll called. Minutes read, corrected and approve.

Rev. J. M. Coleman was invited to address the Presbytery on the subject of a separate colored Presbytery. He then made an address on the subject, giving
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expression to the wishes of the colored people on the question, after which A. Wade, Elder of Fairview Church also spoke, when the following overture to Synod was adopted: “Whereas, it is the recognized policy of the Presbyterian Church to organize presbyteries wherever it seems desirable and whereas, many colored members of the Synod of Mis​sissippi desire to be organized into one or more presbyteries within our synodical limits, Therefore Presbytery do unanimously and with the kindest feelings toward the colored people do hereby petition Synod to organize one or more colored presbyteries, as may seem wise within the limits of the Synod of Miss., to be composed of the colored min​is​ters and churches of the Synod.” Ordered forwarded to Synod.

The following overture from Rev. J. M. Sykes was ordered to be given to the Com. on Bills and overtures: “One of our deacons has never returned since his ordination to dis​charge his duties. What shall we do about it?”

On motion the following were appointed to formulate a plan for the organization of a Ladies’ Benevolent Society with directions to report at some future time to be fixed: Rev. H. R. Raymond, J. W. Roseborough, Peter Gowan, & Elders J. M. Ware & G. W. Cox.

The Com. on Bills and Overtures presented the following report. “The committee on Bills and Overtures to which was referred the petition for the organization of a Presbyterian Church near Erata signed by thirty-one separate individuals, do recommend that the petition be granted and that a commission be appointed to organize such church. 2nd. Also we make the following recommendation in answer to an overture from 2nd Church, Meri​dian, concerning proper procedure in case of an officer who has not returned to discharge the duties of his office since his ordination, that the Session inquire of the officer the rea​son
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for his absence and lack of diligence, and if the officer finds it impracticable to discharge the duties of his office that the Session suggest to him that he resign his office.” This re​port was received and adopted.

In accordance with the above the following commission was appointed to organize a church at Erata, viz.: A. B. Coit, Wm Hayne Leavell, E. B. Witherspoon, H. C. Smith, & Elders R. M. Sanders and A. G. Ferguson. Time left to the commission.

On motion the reading of the Essay was postponed until next meeting and that the same subject & essayist be continued.

Ellisville Church was permitted to employ Rev. J. M. Smith ¼ of his time for the next twelve months at a salary of $150 for the year.

Presbytery elected Garlandsville as the place for the regular Spring meeting.

Rev. J. M. Sykes was invited to address the Presbytery on Foreign Missions tonight at 7 p.m.

The committee on Minutes of General Assembly made the following report which was adopted. “Your attention is called to action of General Assembly on American Bible Soci​ety, page 11, Sec. 3. On Education, p. 42, Sec. 2 & 3. Report of Com. on the Sab​bath, p. 49, Sec 3, 4, 5, 6. Resolution on p. 51 relating to collections p. 54; p. 55, Sec. 2 & 3 revising lists of application for aid from Central Com.; also grouping feeble churches. On p. 61 duty of Session to inquire into religious conditions of the churches and send carefully prepared narratives to Presbytery.








Respectfully submitted,








E. B. Witherspoon, Chm.

The Judicial Committee reported that no business had come before them. The com. was released.

Rev. J. W. Roseborough, Treasurer pro. tem. made the following report: “Received for Treasurer as follows:

Excess Commissioners’ Fund


10.00

Pro rata Tax, Hattiesburg


  4.00


           Aberdeen


  8.50






22.50
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Amount brought forward


22.50

Pro Rata Tax, Lawrence


  2.00



Good Hope


  4.00



Mt Moriah


  2.00



Philadelphus


  4.50



Fairview (Col.)

    .75



Enon



    .50



Sandersville


  2.00



Garlandsville


  4.00



Ellisville


  1.00






45.25

Paid Stated Clerk



12.50

[Balance on hand]



30.75








J. W. Roseborough.

The Macon Church asked permission to employ Rev. E. B. Witherspoon for one-half of his time for the next six months, and the request was granted.

The Com. of Leave of Absence made report which was approved.

The Com. on the Presbyterial Sermon and Essay made a report selecting Unity of the Church for the subject of the sermon, and Rev. J. W. Roseborough. Alt. Rev. J. M. Sykes.

Essay & Essayist continued by act of presbytery. The report was approved.

At 11 a.m. Rev. Peter Gowan preached the Presbyterial Sermon on Infant Church Mem​bership.







Presbytery then took recess until 2 p.m.

At 2 o’clock Presbytery met. The Committee on Narrative made a report which is as fol​lows: 

1. Attendance on Social and Public Worship.—The reports show encouraging attendance in general upon the preaching of the Word. Some of the churches, however, mourn over the limited and irregular attendance at the prayer-meeting.

2. Family Worship.—It is evident that too few heads of families recognize their responsi​bility in regard to stated family worship. However we are convinced that there is no de​clen​sion on the whole.

3. Observance of the Sabbath.—We rejoice to find that almost every church reports due regard for the sacredness of the Lord’s day, and we indulge the hope that our people are taking a higher stand on this important question.

4. Sabbath-Schools.—Our congregations have Sabbath-schools under the supervision of the Session, wherever practicable. In many communities Union Sabbath schools are thought to be more available. Some of the churches are very much encouraged in Sab​bath-school work.

5. Catechetical Instruction.—There is a general disregard of this ancient custom as far as the family is concerned. Our Sabbath-schools however do not neglect it.

6. Special Outpouring of the Holy Spirit.—Quite a number of churches have received members on examination, and there have been instances of special outpouring of the Holy Spirit. There seems to be, on the whole, a growth in grace among the people of God in our bounds.

7. The Prevalence of Intemperance, Worldly Amusements and other Forms of Sin.—The reports on these subjects are more than usually encouraging, and we hail with joy the evi​dences of greater conformity to Christian obligation in respect to these too current evils.

8. Supply of the Churches with the Ministration of the Word.—Our churches are better supplied with the stated preaching of the Word than at any time heretofore.

9. Systematic Beneficence and the Fidelity of God’s People in Worshiping Him with their Substance.—The principle of worshiping God with our substance is more fully recog​nized each year, and nearly every church observes the stated collections ordered by the Assembly and the Presbytery.

10. Religious Instruction of the Colored People.—Special instruction of the colored peo​ple is general only in one or two churches. It is generally thought that Providence does not open the way for special effort. We affirm our sincere interest in this people and our readiness to do what we can to encourage all suitable plans for their spiritual welfare.








A. B. Coit, S. C.
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The committee to whom was referred the petition to organize a church near Sucarnochee reported favoring its organization & recommended that the Evangelist be empowered to organize a church if the way be clear. The report was received and approved.

Presbytery adopted the following: That Presbytery hold an adjourned meeting during the days of Synod’s sessions of Synod at Columbus, at the call of the Moderator. That the committee to formulate a plan for the organization of a Ladies’ Benevolent Society be in​structed to report at the adjourned meeting.

On motion, Rev. P. Gowan was requested to preach to the colored people at Oak Bowery tomorrow. On motion Rev. H. C. Smith was requested to accompany Bro. Gowan on tomorrow.

The Stated Clerk was directed to publish in the S.W. Presbyterian a notice commending to our people the Starkville Colored Church.

A collection was ordered to be taken up for Foreign Missions tonight.

Com. on Statistics made the following report which was approved:

Your Com. on Statis​tics would respectfully submit the following report: Ministers 16. Licentiates 2. Candi​dates 4. Ministers received 2. One of our ministers is colored. [Also] one licentiate, one candidate. Churches 45. Churches transferred 5. Organized 1. Next place of meeting: Garlandsville. Stated Clerk: A. B. Coit, Enterprise, Miss.








Respectfully submitted,








E. A. White, H. C. Smith.

The Evangelistic Com. were directed to make the 5th Sabbath appointments at their earliest convenience, and to notify the brethren at once.

The following resolution was adopted: It was the customary vote of thanks.







        Presbytery then took recess until 7 p.m.

At 7 p.m. Presbytery met and heard a sermon on Foreign Missions by Rev. J. M. Sykes. The action in reference to the French Camp Schools was reconsidered, and the matter was set for the adjourned meeting.
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at Columbus. The thanks of Presbytery were tendered to the Moderator and Temporary Clerk for the courteous and efficient discharge of their duties.

After the minutes were read and approved Presbytery adjourned with singing & prayer to meet at the call of the Moderator in Columbus.








J. M. Ware, Mod.








E. A. White, Clerk.

Attest: 

A. B. Coit, S. C.

Approved as far as written, Nov. 22, [1890].—G. A. Russell, Mod.








Columbus, Miss., Nov 20, 1890

Presbytery met pursuant to adjournment at the call of the acting Moderator. Opened with prayer. Present: A. H. Barkley, J. M. Coleman, J. N. Carothers, A. B. Coit, Z. B. Graves, M. J. Mclean, H. R. Raymond, Robt. Morgan, J. W. Roseborough, J. M. Sykes and E. B. Witherspoon. Elders: A. Ames, W. S. Bates, J. B. Peden, A. C. Malloy, John McCrarey.

Rev. Wm H. Leavell was chosen Moderator & A. B. Coit, Temp. Clerk.

Presbytery ordered the Session of Unity Church to meet.

Rev. A. H. Barkley gave his reasons for absence from the meeting at Heidelberg which were sustained. 

Elders J. D. Hutchinson of Hamilton & J. A. Neilson of Columbus, being present, though not elected as members, were invited to sit as corresponding members of Presbytery.

Presbytery then took up the question of joint control of French Camp Academy and Cent​ral Mississippi Institute. 

Pending action the restraint put upon Rev. Z. B. Graves’ exercising his official functions was removed.

Mr. Summerville & Rev. T. L. Haman of the Board of Trustees of the said schools made statements about them. Central Miss. Presbytery was invited to meet with us and confer about the school question in joint session.

Presbytery then adjourned to meet at the call of the Moderator.










Closed with prayer.








Nov. 22, 1890

Presbytery met. Opened with prayer. 
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Roll: J. W. Roseborough, A. H. Barkley, J. N. Carothers, Z. B. Graves, M. J. McLean, Wm H. Leavell, E. B. Witherspoon, H. R. Raymond, D.D., A. B. Coit. Ruling Elders A. Ames, J. B. Peden, J. C. McCrarey, Judge W. S. Bates.

The unfinished business was then taken up. Presbytery then adopted a paper as a substi​tute for the pending report made last fall, expressing our deep & abiding interest in the schools located at French Camps, commending them to the liberality of our people, & in​viting the financial agent of said institutions to come among our people. Also com​mend​ing the institutions to the patronage of our people, but declining to take joint con​trol.

Ethel Presbytery Organized

On motion the churches, ministers, licentiates & candidates of this Presbytery were dis​missed to be a part of the Ethel Presbytery.

The following report was submitted by the committee appointed to devise a plan & con​sider the matter of the Ladies’ Aid Societies organizing under Presbyterial control. Said paper was considered seriatim & approved & adopted, and is as follows: 

“Woman’s Organization for Christian Work:

Your committee appointed at the last meeting of Presbytery to consider the expediency of enlarging woman’s activity in missions and other Christian work submit the following resolutions:

I. That a committee of women be appointed from this Presbytery to superintend and to de​vise means & measures looking to the advancement of missions at home and abroad, & other causes of Christian beneficence recommended by the General Assembly.

II. That the name of said committee shall be known as the Woman’s Presbyterian Com​mittee of Beneficence.

III. That this committee shall be composed of seven members, electing annually its own officers and that not more than three members shall reside in the bounds of a single local church.

IV. That such committee shall meet at such times and places as shall seem wise to a majority of its members.

V. It shall have authority to correspond with the women of the various churches within the bounds
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of the Presbytery touching its appropriate work or to visit the churches in the same in​terests; also the committee may call a convention annually at the time & place of the regular meeting of Presbytery, or elsewhere if more convenient, said convention to be com​posed of one delegate from each local church, and that twelve members shall be ne​c​es​sary to constitute a quorum.

VI. Recognizing the exclusive right of Sessions to control the local societies, that the work of both committee & convention shall be subject to the review of the Presbytery, and that counsels & deliberations shall be held in the presence of ladies only.

VII. All contributions shall be sent through the central committees of the General Assem​bly.

VIII. This committee shall make a written report to Presbytery at each stated Spring meet​ing.”








Respectfully submitted,








J. W. Roseborough, Chm.

The following ladies were appointed on this committee, viz.: Mrs. D. G. McCabe, Mrs. G. W. Cox, Mrs. Anna Hale, of Columbus Church. Mrs. W. H. Perkins of Aberdeen, Mrs. Wm H. Montgomery of Starkville, Mrs. R. C. Patty of Macon, and Mrs. J. W. Tewell of Meridian, Miss. Miss

A. Ames and W. S. Bates were appointed to make assessments on the churches for the Commissioners Fund.




     Presbytery then took recess to meet at the call of the Moderator.








5 o’clock p.m.

Presbytery met after recess. Section 3 of paper in regard to Woman’s Work, allowing only one member from each church, was reconsidered and amended so as to allow three. Said change was incorporated in paper & then the paper was approved & adopted as a whole.

The following assessment for Commissioners’ Fund to the General Assembly was or​dered:

Crawford


1.00

Macon



5.00

Unity



2.00

Meridian

          10.00

Houston


3.00

Louisville


2.00

Friendship


4.00

Pleasant Springs

2.00

Enterprise


4.00

Bloomfield


3.00

Heidelberg


3.00

Starkville


6.00
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Osborn



2.00

Knox



4.00

Columbus

          10.50

Aberdeen


5.00

Okolona


5.00

Carolina


3.00

West Point


4.00

Center Point


2.00

Buena Vista


3.00

Wahalak


1.00

Good Hope


1.00

DeKalb


2.00

Sandersville


1.50

Bethel



2.00

Philadelphus


3.00

Garlandsville


3.00

Hattiesburg


4.00

Mathersville


1.00

Enon



2.00

Lauderdale


1.00

Shiloh



2.50

Lawrence


1.00

Purvis



1.00

Meridian 2nd


2.25

Ellisville


1.00

Montrose


3.00

Mt Moriah


1.60

Pisgah



2.00

Newton


1.00

Salem



3.00

Pendleton


3.00

Toomsuba


3.00







Vernal



4.00

Rev J. W. Roseborough respectfully declined the Presbyterian evangelistic work tendered him.

Presbytery then after the reading and approval of the abstract of the minutes adjourned to meet at Garlandsville, Miss., on Thursday before the 1st full moon in April. Presbytery closed with prayer.








Wm Hayne Leavell, Mod.








A. B. Coit, Clerk.

Attest:

A. B. Coit, S. C.








Starkville, April 23rd 1891

Presbytery was opened by a sermon by Rev. Peter Gowan. The retiring moderator Hon. J. M. Ware on his way to Presbytery broke his arm & in his absence Presbytery was con​stituted with prayer by the last moderator present, Rev. Wm Hayne Leavell.

The roll was called and the following were found present during the meetings of Presby​tery: Rev. A. H. Barkley, A. B. Coit, Peter Gowan, Wm Hayne Leavell, M. J. McLean,2 H. R. Raymond, J. W. Roseborough,2 J. M. Smith, H. C Smith,2 E. B. Witherspoon, Z. B. Graves, Robt. Morgan, J. M. Sykes. 
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Elders: E. A. White, Albion Ames,2 George Thornton, T. A. Tyson, Waddie Peden, T. W. Scott, W. H. Perkins, Dr. J. D. Hutchinson,2 L. B. Brown,2 S. O. Muldrow, W. A Love.3
Rev. J. M. Sykes was then elected Moderator and Mr. E. A. White, Temporary Clerk & Mr T. W. Scott, Engrossing Clerk.

The hours of session were fixed to be 9 to 12 & 3 p.m. to ad lib. 

Rev. J. D. West was at his own request dismissed to Central Mississippi Presbytery. 

Presbytery then took recess until 3 p.m.

After recess Presbytery met. Rev. J. M. Sykes, Moderator, in the chair.

Minutes of last meeting of Presbytery were read and approved. The Moderator then appointed the following committees:

On motion tomorrow at 11 o’clock was set apart to hear the sermon on evangelistic work of Rev. Wm Hayne Leavell. Tonight at 8 p.m. was set apart for an address or addresses on Foreign Missions. The Presbyterial Sermon was set for Friday night.

On motion, the report of our licentiate W. S. Hamiter was referred to the Com. on Edu​cation.

The report from Tuscaloosa Institute about Candidate J. M. Lindsey was ordered for​warded to Ethel Presbytery.

Narratives were read from the following churches: Osborn, Toomsuba, Garlandsville, Ma​con, Louisville, Shiloh, Starkville, Columbus, Meridian 2nd, Pleasant Springs, Mt Mo​r​iah, Pisgah, Geneva, Sandersville, Newton, Houston, Lauderdale, Heidelberg, Enter​prise, Friendship, Knox, Hattiesburg, and Lawrence—23.

On motion Rev. J. N. Carothers’ reasons for absence were sustained. Prayer was offered for our aged brother and a message of sympathy sent to him by Elder D. W. Hamiter.

The report of the Presbyterial Com. on Foreign Missions was read & approved & is as follows: Report of Com. on Foreign Missions for year ending April ’91. The Permanent Committee of Foreign Missions respectfully report to presbytery that during the ecclesi​astical year ending April 1st/’91
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the following contributions have been (according to reports published in The Missionary) by the churches, Sunday Schools & Missionary Societies within our bounds to this cause, viz.:

Amt. contributed by the churches


$285.19

Sunday Schools




      6.05

Ladies Societies




  198.45
Total






  477.69

Number of churches contributing


27

Number of Sunday Schools



  2

Number of Ladies Societies



  5

A comparison with last year’s report shows in amt. contributed by churches a falling off of $9.66 and two fewer churches contributing than in former years. Five Sunday Schools last year contributed $69.35. This year only two were reported contributing only $6.05. Last year 5 Ladies Societies contributed $170.86. This year 5 such societies contributed 198.45. From this comparative review it will be seen that there is a falling off of $149.37 this year in the total amt. contributed.

The difference being largely in the contributions made by the Sunday Schools and indi​vid​ual contributions. There was also a contribution made last year of $92.00 given by pri​vate individuals. Considering the financial condition of the country for the last 12 months, this showing seems to indicate that the churches are keeping up to their ordinary stan​dard, but it cannot be denied that this standard is altogether too low. Surely with a little more effort the contributions in this direction could be very largely increased, and it is painful to think that nearly one-half of our churches have made no contributions at all to this important cause. It will be noticed also in this report that our Sunday Schools that our Sunday Schools are doing very little in this direction. Your committee would respect​fully recommend the adoption of the following resolutions:

I. That our churches be urged to give to this cause their earnest attention during the pres​ent year and to contribute to it as liberally as possible in view of the increasing demands made upon our committee at Nashville.
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II. That Church Sessions be requested to bring this matter before the Sunday Schools and endeavor to interest the pupils in its behalf.

III. That the ladies of our Church be encouraged to put forth all lawful efforts to help on this good cause.

IV. That our Churches make suitable preparations for the celebration of the Children’s Day, 1st Sabbath in June as requested by our Central Committee.

V. That The Missionary be commended to our people as an important means of increas​ing their interest in this good cause and as a reminder to them of the Master’s command, “Lift up your eyes and look on the fields.”








Respectfully submitted,








P. Gowan







Presbytery then took recess until 8 p.m.

At 8 p.m. Presbytery met. 

A Foreign Mission meeting was conducted by the Moderator. The report of the chairman of Foreign Missions was read. A collection was taken up for this great cause, and then Presbytery adjourned to meet on Friday morning at 9 o’clock. Dr. H. R. Raymond led in prayer.








Friday morning, April 24, 9 a.m.

Presbytery met. After half hour spent in devotional exercises, conducted by Mr. Wm H. Perkins, Presbytery was constituted with prayer. Minutes of yesterday were read, cor​rec​ted & approved.

Rev. J. W. Roseborough appeared and gave reasons for tardiness which were sustained. Rev. M. J. McLean gave his reasons for tardiness which were likewise sustained.

Elders A. Ames of the Starkville Church and Dr J. D. Hutchinson of the Hamilton Church were enrolled.

A resolution of sympathy for our retiring Moderator Hon. J. M. Ware was passed and Rev. J. W. Roseborough was appointed to convey the same. See page 60.

Rev. H. Campbell Smith appeared & gave his reasons for tardiness which were sustained.

Statistical reports were referred to the Com. on Statistics.
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L. B. Brown, Elder from the Enterprise Church appeared & was enrolled. Also S. O. Muldrow from the Osborn Church was enrolled.

On motion the following minute was adopted—in response to an invitation to visit the A. & M. College. Presbytery appreciates the invitation and returns its thanks to General Lee and regrets that the pressure of business will prevent the Presbytery as a body from com​plying with the invitation.

The following overture was read & referred to Com. on Bills & Overtures: To Tombeck​bee Presbytery in session at Starkville, An Overture from the 2nd Presbyterian Church of Meridian. “Your petitioners, believing that a widespread misapprehension prevails among our church members & others in regard to our attitude as a Church towards the great cause of Christian temperance, a misapprehension on the part of our members, some of whom we are sorry to say do not realize the urgency with which our beloved Church com​mends to them the exercise of this fruit of the Spirit and Christian grace, and again a misapprehension by many outside of our communion who have used our—to them—con​servative position to the prejudice of our Church. We therefore respectfully overture Pres​​bytery to make a deliverance which shall clearly define its position upon this subject. We further ask you to define the Church standing of members & officers who are notor​iously intemperate in their habits and whose frequenting saloons is a matter of public crit​icism. What should our sessions do with such cases?








Respectfully submitted,








J. M. Sykes, Moderator of Session








J. R. Mitchel, Elder.








J. D. Hornell, Clerk.

Rev. H. R. Raymond communicated information to Presbytery that the services of Dr Jos. Bardwell could be secured during the summer months in Evangelistic work. This matter was referred to the Home Missions Committee with the earnest desire that the valuable services
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of this dear brother be obtained, if a suitable field and a reasonable support can be pro​vided.

At 11 o’clock Presbytery heard the sermon of Rev. Wm Hayne Leavell on Evangelistic work, and then took recess until 3 p.m.








At 3 o’clock Presbytery met. 

The committee appointed to look over the Macon records reported their approval. Bloom​field & Pleasant Springs were permitted to employ Rev. M. J. McLean for 12 months and Macon Church to employ Rev. E. B. Witherspoon one-half his time for a salary of 400.00.

The committee on the records of Shiloh Church reported their approval with the ex​cep​tion that the book had not been sent up to Presbytery before. Report adopted.

The committee appointed on the records of the churches of Starkville, Meridian 1st & Enterprise reported recommending their approval as far as written. The reports were adopted.

Sandersville records were also approved on the recommendation of the committee with the following exception: The record reports G. A. Thornton to have been elected & installed as Ruling Elder in the church without mentioning the fact of his ordination.

Geneva Church was permitted to employ Rev. A. B. Coit one year at 200 a year for ¼ of his time.

Committee on Education.

“This Presbytery has under its care three candidates for the gospel ministry. Mr. W. S. Hamiter is in the Theological Seminary at Columbia, S. C. and will finish his course this session. Mr. Robt. Campbell is at French Camp Academy. Mr John A. Lowe has been at the South-Western Presbyterian University at Clarksville, but has been compelled to sus​pend his studies on account of his health. The reports we have of the faithfulness and dili​gence of these young men are very encouraging. They are receiving one hundred dol​lars each—300 in all. The churches send their collections directly to the Assembly’s Com​mittee. In the absence of any communication from Dr Richardson your committee is not able to say how many churches have taken up col-
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lections for Education. The Assembly’s Committee is aiding 229 candidates 23 more than last year. This increase in the number of candidates is very encouraging and calls for grat​i​tude to the great Head of the Church. It also calls for increased liberality from our churches for the support of these young men.








Respectfully submitted,








J. M. Smith, Chm.

The Committee or Evangelist instructed to organize a church near Sucarnochee if the way be clear reported that the way had not been opened to take steps in the matter & the matter was allowed to rest until such time as in the judgment of the acting Evangelist, the way was clear.

Minutes of Synod

Your committee finds two matters of interest in Synod’s Minutes to which attention of Presbytery is called:

1. The inauguration of general evangelistic work throughout the bounds of Synod, with the committee of direction located at Vicksburg.

2. The second matter is the order of Synod for the formation of a Presbytery composed wholly of the churches of our colored brethren.








W. H. Leavell, Chm.

The report was approved.

Rev. E. B. Witherspoon was allowed 5.00 for postage.

The Auditing Committee reported as follows: Your committee, to whom was assigned the duty of auditing the accounts of the Chairman of Home Missions, report that we find his accounts & vouchers correct.








T. W. Scott & W. H. Perkins, Com.

The committee appointed to organize a church at Erata reported as follows:








Erata, Miss., Oct. 30, 1890

Commission met. Present: A. B. Coit, Wm Hayne Leavell, H. C. Smith & Elders R. M. Sanders & A. G. Ferguson. After a sermon by Rev. A. B. Coit, the commission was con​stituted with prayer & the Church was organized with 33 members, 3 elders & 2 deacons according to the provisions of the Book of Church Order. The church chose the name of Erata. The commission then adjourned with prayer.








Respectfully submitted,








A. B. Coit, Chm.

The report of the commission was adopted & the church was enrolled.

The following resolution was adopted in answer to the request of the Evangelistic
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Committee for names for that work in Synod’s bounds: “Resolved that the names of Rev. J. D. McLean, J. D. West and Peter Gowan be forwarded to the Synodical Committee as acceptable ministers for Synod’s evangelistic work in this presbytery.” Adopted.

Rev. E. B. Witherspoon was elected delegate to the General Assembly. Rev. J. M. Smith, alternate. Elder D. W. Hamiter was also elected delegate, with Elder E. A. White, alter​nate.

Sandersville was chosen as the next place of meeting.

The committee on the records of Philadelphus Church reported that they were in order & recommended their approval as written. Report approved.

The Presbytery instructed the chairman of Home Missions Committee to proportion the amount of $150.00 among the churches of our Presbytery for the Invalid Fund, the same amount for Sustentation, the same for Evangelistic Fund in June and the same amount for the collection for this cause in Sept.

The following resolution passed: Resolved that Pastors and Elders of Presbytery be in​structed to urge our churches to subscribe for The Home Missionary of Atlanta.

Committee on Essay & Sermon reports subject for sermon—Temperance. Subject for Essay—Duties of the Ruling Elder to the Church & Presbytery. Preachers: Rev. E. B. Wi​th​er​spoon. Alternate, Rev. Robt. Morgan. Essayist: Elder E. A. White. Alternate Dr. J. D. Hutchinson.








J. M. Smith, Chm.

The report was adopted.








Presbytery took recess until 8 p.m.

At 8 p.m. Presbytery met. Rev. J. W. Roseborough preached the Presbyterial Sermon on “Unity of the Church,” I Cor. 12 ch., 12 & 13 vs. The Committee on Sabbath School made report which was laid on the table until tomorrow morning.

Records of Houston were approved as far as written. Records of Toomsuba with the following exceptions. 1. Book has not been before Presbytery since 1866. 2. On eleven occasions the Session does not appear to have been opened & closed with prayer.

Rev. J. M. Coleman of Ethel
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Presbytery was invited to sit as a corresponding member.

At 9:30 Presbytery adjourned to meet at 9 a.m. on Saturday.










Closed with prayer.








Saturday, 9 a.m.

Presbytery met & after half an hour spent in devotional exercises was constituted with prayer. Minutes read, corrected & approved.

The Committee on Narrative made the following report which was adopted & ordered forwarded to Presbytery [sic]:

“One pleasing and encouraging feature brought to view in a majority of the twenty-six narratives submitted is the increased and increasing fidelity on the part of the ministers, elders & deacons of the churches.

The attendance upon the services of the sanctuary is most encouraging, the people exhibiting at all times a readiness to hear and a desire to profit by the preached word.

Four churches report special outpourings of the Holy Spirit and a special ingathering of precious souls into the fold of Christ. As a result of these gracious visitations of God’s Spirit a very manifest improvement of the churches is brought to light. Growth in grace & a general improvement in Christian deportment are the blessed fruits which always fol​low a refreshing from the presence of the Lord, and these fruits are to be seen among those who have enjoyed the visitations of God’s Holy Spirit.

Whilst a large number are apparently wanting in the full measure of their duty, yet there are found among the membership, those & those not a few who are faithful and diligent in their labors in the Sabbath school, and the general work of the church of Jesus Christ. 

Three of the twenty-six churches report catechetical & Bible instruction both in the family & Bible school, whilst most of the churches give assurance that this duty is faith​fully attended to in the Sabbath school only.

Family worship in many instances is attended to by the membership, but most generally con​fined to the families of the office-bearers of the Church.
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The observance of the Sabbath is in the main good among the membership & families in the churches.

There is a low but steady improvement in worshiping God with our substance, but we still need to cultivate to a higher degree a grace of giving.

But one church reports the prevalence of intemperance to an appreciable extent, whilst none of the churches speak of any marked degree of indulgence in worldly amusements & other forms of sin.

One church reports a class of colored people to whom Bible & catechetical instruction is regularly & faithfully imparted. The colored people as a whole are supplied with the min​is​trations of the word, by ministers & teachers of their own color, they being of other denominations and under their general care. No opportunity is offered us of supplying their necessities in holy things.

Whilst more might be done yet a laudable effort characterizes our people to reach those who are destitute of the means of grace.

A majority of our church members report full compliance with their pledges in regard to ministers’ labor. 

From this brief outline we gather the following facts.

1st. A felt need of a more thorough consecration of the ministers, officers & members of the church to the service of the Master.

2nd. A great need of a fresh habitation of the Holy Ghost that we may be made willing to devote ourselves and substance to the work of the church, and count all things but loss for the Excellency of the knowledge which is in the presence of our Lord.

3rd. These facts urge us to constant prayerfulness and supplication to God that we may grow in grace and be better fitted for advancing the kingdom of Christ both at home & abroad.







        Respectfully submitted,





          A. H. Barkley, E. B. Witherspoon, T. W. Scott, Com.

The committee on Lauderdale & Geneva church records reported & report was adopted as is follows: The committee on Lauderdale Church sessional records respectfully recom​mend their approval as far as written
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with the following exceptions: 1. The book has not been before Presbytery since 1885. 2. Regularly quarterly meetings were not held. 3. The record of last meeting ought to have been written in ink. 4. No account of adoption of minutes by the Session.

On Geneva sessional records your committee recommend their approval as far as written with the following exceptions: 1st. Quarterly meetings were not held. 2nd. No record of the adoption of the minutes by Session.

The Committee of Bills & Overtures presents the overture from the 2nd Pres. Ch. of Meri​dian, as follows (See p. 64). This Presbytery reiterates the plain and emphatic testi​mony of the Synod of Mississippi at its last session: “We deeply deplore the evils of intemp​er​ance, which have so largely prevailed in our land, and heartily sympathize with every le​gi​timate & judicious effort to check its prevalence and we urge upon our ministers and Church Sessions renewed diligence and faithfulness in dealing with the subject.” We would also entreat our members to exert all their energies and influence as ministers of the family of society, of the Church, and as citizens for the eradication of the* evils of in​tem​​perance, so destructive to the welfare of society and religion. As to the reference in the overture to members and officers notoriously intemperate, such cases demand the prompt and decided action of Session by such discipline as shall tend to the removal of scandal, the vindication of the honor of Christ & the spiritual good of offenders them​selves. Our Book of Church Order, Pt 2nd, paragraphs 145, 146, 152, 153, 155, 156, 160.







             Respectfully submitted,







H. R. Raymond, E. A. White, Committee
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* The words “saloon curse” inserted in the original report were on motion stricken out. The report was then adopted.

Certain members of the Presbytery dissented from the action of the majority on the above vote & their dissent was admitted to record & is as follows:

We the undersigned dissent from the action of the majority in striking out the words “saloon curse” from the report of the committee in answer to the overture from the Sec​ond Presbyterian Church of Meridian on the subject of temperance.









J. M. Smith









E. B. Witherspoon









T. W. Scott









J. M. Sykes

During the discussion of this report the hour for divine worship arrived & a sermon was preached & recess taken until 3 p.m.




At 3 p.m. Presbytery met and final action was taken as above.

Committee on the records of Friendship Church reported & the report was adopted. (Re​port mislaid).

The report of the Treasurer was read, referred to Auditing Committee, and their recom​mendation approved. It is as follows—

The Treasurer begs leave to submit the following annual report.

Cash on hand per last report


$15.50

Rec’d from Treasurer pro. tem.

  30.75

Presbyterial Tax—Unity


    2.30



      Toomsuba


    2.50



      Lauderdale


    1.10



      Columbus


  19.00



      Bloomfield

    3.50






  73.65

Disbursements

Stated Clerk’s salary &c


  16.00

Treasurer of Synod



  20.00






  36.00

Balance on hand



  36.75
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Commissioners’ Fund received at present session:

Crawford




    2.00

Bethel





    2.00

Aberdeen




    5.00

Mt Moriah




    2.00

Sandersville




    1.50

Houston




    2.00

Hattiesburg




    4.00

Shiloh





    2.00

Erata





    1.50

Philadelphus




    3.00

Enterprise




    4.00

Pleasant Springs



    1.00

Hamilton




    2.00

Meridian 2nd




    2.35






  33.35

Disbursements

Paid Commissioners to Assembly

  33.35








Respectfully submitted,








A. H. Barkley, Treasurer

The Committee on Home Missions reported & the report was adopted & is as follows.

We have received since the last meeting of Presbytery an allowance from the Central Com​mittee for the cause of Sustentation [of] $425.00 to be divided as follows:

For Rev. J. M. Sykes



  80.00

For Rev. J. M. Smith



  40.00

For Rev. M. J. McLean


150.00

For Rev. H. C. Smith



130.00

For Rev. A. H. Barkley


  25.00

Half of this has been paid, the other half to be paid in October.

From the Invalid Fund for Rev. Z. B. Graves & wife were allowed 200.00 for last year. Mrs. Graves at close of first half of year instructed that her name be dropped from the list. The second installment was returned to Atlanta.

Mrs Mary Peden



  75.00

Mrs. Nannie Smyth



  50.00

Mrs. Mary Emerson



  50.00

The first installment was paid in full
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Two-thirds of second installment has been paid. The committee hope to be able to send the remainder soon.

From Colored Evangelistic Fund we have received 125.00 for Rev. J. M. Coleman, and 50.00 for Rev. J. N. Carothers. For the building of Starkville Col. Church 40.00 has been appropriated.

From Evangelistic Fund we have been allowed 135.00 for Rev. A. B. Coit for ¼ of his time & seventy-five for Rev. Wm H. Leavell ¼ of his time. We have made appointments for 5th Sabbaths for all the ministers in our bounds with the exception of Rev. M. J. Mc​Lean & J. N. Carothers who asked to be excused on account of their health.








Respectfully submitted,








E. B. Witherspoon, Chm.

The following report on the records of Aberdeen Church was adopted, viz.: That they be approved as far as written.

The records of Columbus Church were approved as far as written on the recommendation of the committee appointed to examine the same.

Hattiesburg Church records were also approved with the exception that they have not been before Presbytery since 1882.

The request of the Garlandsville group of churches for a minister was referred to the Home Mission Committee, with instruction to take such action as may be advisable and proper in the premises.

Enterprise Church presented a call for the pastoral services of Rev. A. B. Coit which on motion was referred to a committee consisting of J. M. Smith & M. J. McLean. The committee on examination of the call reported as follows: We find the same in order with the following exceptions. The amt. of salary was not mentioned, and it is not attested by the moderator of the meeting. We recommend the call to be returned for correction.








Respectfully submitted,








J. M. Smith. M. J. McLean.
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The Committee on Sabbath Schools made a report which was approved and ordered for​warded to the Assembly.

The following overture from the Columbus Church was referred to the Com. on Bills & Overtures:  The Session of Columbus Church overtures the Presbytery on the following ques​tions: “Has the Corresponding Member of the Assembly’s Committee of Evangel​istic Work the right to grant permission to ministers of this Presbytery to labor on the 5th Sundays outside this Presbytery, and shall such labor be counted as complying with the order of Presbytery directing its members to supply destitute churches in our bounds on said 5th Sabbaths?”








J. W. Roseborough, Mod.

Adopted by Pres. Church of Columbus, on April 21, 1891.—Dayton Hale [S. C.]

The following answer of said committee was adopted: “No” to both questions.

Leave of absence was granted to the following, on recommendation of the Committee on Leave of Absence: W. Peden, Rev. J. W. Roseborough, Rev. H. C. Smith, Rev. Peter Gowan, T. Tyson, Rev. A. B. Coit, Rev. E. B. Witherspoon & J. A. Neilson.

The usual resolution of thanks was passed.

Minutes were read, corrected & approved. Presbytery adjourned with singing, prayer and the apostolic benediction to meet at Sandersville, Miss. on Thursday before the first full moon of Oct.








J. M. Sykes, Mod.








E. A. White, Clerk.

Attest:

A. B. Coit, S. C.
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Columbus, Miss., July 14, 1891

Presbytery met at 11 o’clock in the Presbyterian Church in Columbus in pro re nata meet​​ing “to consider & adjust whatever mars or threatens the peace & interest of the Columbus Church.” The provisions of the Book of Church Order were complied with in the call, viz.: Chap. V, Sec. IV, Par. VIII (79).

The meeting in the absence of the Moderator was called to order & constituted with prayer by Rev. J. W. Roseborough. Rev. H. R. Raymond was then chosen moderator and Capt. Lee, Clerk. 

The calling of the roll showed the following to be present:

Ministers




Elders

A. H. Barkley




J. A. Neilson

A. B. Coit




Albion Ames

Peter Gowan




J. W. Lee

H. R. Raymond



J. D. Hutchinson

Robt. Morgan

Z. B. Graves

The call for the meeting was read by the Stated Clerk & is as follows: “Whereas the provisions of the Form of Government, Chap. V, Sec. IV, Par. VIII (79) have been complied with, I hereby call a pro re nata meeting of Tombeckbee Presbytery to convene in the Presbyterian Church in the city of Columbus July the 14th 1891 at 11 o’clock a.m. to consider & adjust whatever mars or threatens the peace & interest of the Columbus Church.”








J. M. Sykes, Mod.

Columbus, Miss., June 22, 1891.

The following motion was offered and adopted, to wit: “That all persons be excluded from this meeting except members of this or some other Presbyterian Church except it become necessary to introduce them as witnesses.”

Elder J. A. Neilson who was a delegate from the Columbus Church to the Spring meeting at Starkville, claimed the right to represent that church in this
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meeting by virtue of that appointment. Elder J. L. Albright had been subsequently elected by the session to represent the church at this meeting. Under Sec. 1872, Page 34, Digest, Elder J. S. Albright was seated as a delegate.

Thereupon Mr. Albright asked the Presbytery to excuse him from acting as a delegate in said meeting, & on motion he was excused, whereupon Elder Dayton Hale, his alternate, was seated.

Rev. J. W. Roseborough was respectfully requested to present to Presbytery this after​noon, in a concise & written form those things which in his opinion are said to mar or threaten the peace & interest of the Columbus Church. (This was done by Presbytery in view of the fact that he was one of the signers of the call.)







      Presbytery then took recess until 3 p.m.

At 3 o’clock p.m. Presbytery met.

The following paper was then submitted: “In answer to the request of Presbytery to write a statement or paper, that will bring before our body the disturbing cause or causes in the Columbus Church, I respectfully submit the following expedient, believing that it will afford the best, the quietest fullest & least partisan acquaintance with the facts in the case, viz.: I ask the Presbytery to call the elders of the church, so far as practicable, the deacons, any or all the private members, and ask them individually, ‘What do you think mars or threatens the peace & interest of the church?’ and any other—present or absent both gentlemen & ladies that either side may suggest or desire. Here follow names. [No names are given.]








Signed, J. W. Roseborough

This was agreed to by Presbytery, and the following gentlemen were examined: Mr. J. A. Neilson, Capt. Wm. Pope, Rev. A. H. Barkley, 
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Dayton Hale, Col. Humphries, Mr. Ayers [?].







Presbytery then took recess until 8:30 p.m.

At 8:30 p.m. Presbytery met. Opened with prayer. Elder J. L. S. Albright was called and made a statement as to what in his opinion mars or threatens the peace of the church.

Presbytery then adjourned to meet at 9:30 tomorrow morning.










Closed with prayer.








9:30 a.m., Wednesday, July 15, 1891

Presbytery met, constituted with prayer. The minutes of yesterday were read & corrected. 

Col. Humphries was called to make a further statement. Elder Neilson was recalled to make a further statement. Deacon Buder, [and] Mr. Shedd, made statements.







Recess was then given for ten minutes.

Elder Hale after recess announced after reading a sworn statement from the last moder​ator of this Presbytery, Rev. J. M. Sykes, that he desired to introduce Elder [G. W.] Cox [of the Columbus Church] who was absent and would not reach town before 3 p.m. to which hour a recess was taken by Presbytery.








At 3 o’clock Presbytery met.

A resolution was offered by Rev. Z. B. Graves, which was seconded & then docketed. 

The following persons made statements: G. W. Cox, Elder, also J. S. Albright, Elder, Mrs. Ervin, Mrs. Dr. Lipscomb, W. H. Lee, Kilpatrick-Mills.

Presbytery then took recess until 8:30 p.m.

At 8:30 p.m. Presbytery met.

Col. C. Ayers, also Mr. Albright made additional statements. Mr. Street [?].

Rev. J. W. Roseborough & Elder Dayton Hale then announced that they had no further statements to make or witnesses to offer.

The Moderator then called on the members present to know if they had any further remarks to make, or elicit further information. The Presbytery then with the exception of Rev.
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J. W. Roseborough [&?] Dayton Hale, then went into the committee of the whole in the Pastor’s study, where a free expression and remarkable unanimity were developed. 

The committee of the whole reported the following paper: Pending its adoption, Rev. J. W. Roseborough & Elder Dayton Hale shook hands in token of a friendly settlement of past differences. This was done at the request of the Moderator. They withdrew all that had been said by them and extended the right hand of fellowship, after which the entire membership present followed the elders & deacons in extending the right hand & con​grat​ulations to the parties in interest & to the entire presbytery at the happy removal of all differences which had heretofore marred or threatened the peace & interest of the church. Upon the call of the Moderator, Rev. A. B. Coit led the Presbytery in prayer, after which the paper was adopted, and is as follows: 

“Presbytery having been duly called to investigate & consider what cause or causes dis​turbs the peace of the Columbus Church, having made a full and sufficient exami​nation of the same, do affirm the following result of said investigation.

1st. It is the deliberate judgment of this Presbytery that the origin & progress of the matter of contention as brought out in the course of the investigation is connected in some way with the organization known as the W.C.T.U. Therefore, whilst guarding most jealously against casting even the shadow of a reflection upon said organization per se, this Pres​bytery declares that the work of said organization has no connection with the church, and that any affinity between them
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in essential tenets or in method, or between the church and any other purely human insti​tution may result in evil. 

II. Presbytery commends the Columbus Church for its unfaltering devotion & adherence to the doctrine & polity of the Presbyterian system and regards its lofty courage in main​taining the truth as its surest guaranty against any menace in the future.

III. After a full, complete and exhaustive investigation of those things in which Rev. J. W. Roseborough was represented to be the disturbing & marring element, Presbytery judges them without foundation and groundless so far as they constitute an offense as interpreted by our standards. At the same time we are constrained to say that, in some instances Rev. J. W. Roseborough has shown a want of discretion & prudence touching which Presbytery suggests to him a prayerful watchfulness in the future. His manly de​fense of the standards of our Church in the face of difficulties elicits our highest com​mendation, and his patience under provocation is worthy of our appreciation. In con​clusion, Presbytery wishes to say that it does not desire to impugn the motives of Elder Hale or any other parties connected with this sad affair. 

Presbytery after the adoption of the above paper & the minutes adjourned with prayer to meet at Sandersville at 11 a.m. on Thursday before the first full moon in Oct.








H. R. Raymond, Mod.








J. W. Lee, Clerk.

Attest:

A. B. Coit, S. C.








Sandersville, Oct. 15 [1891]

Presbytery [met] in the Presbyterian Church at 11 o’clock a.m., and the opening sermon was preached by Rev. Robt. Morgan at the request of Rev. J. W. Roseborough, the last moderator present.
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Presbytery was then constituted with prayer by Rev. J. W. Roseborough. The roll was cal​led and the following were present during the sessions of Presbytery.

Ministers




Elders

A. B. Coit




D. L. Barr

H. R. Raymond



R. A. Minis

Robt. Morgan




S. L. Wilson

J. W. Roseborough



W. P. Patrick

H. C. Smith




R. M. Sanders

J. M. Smith




M. F. Smith

W. E. Keller




J. G. B. McRea

E. B. Witherspoon



John McCrarey







Wm McCurdy3






Knox Brunner2
Hon. S. L. Wilson was chosen Moderator. Mr. D. L. Barr, Clerk & Mr. E. B. Wither​spoon reading clerk.

Rev. W. E. Keller was invited to sit as a corresponding member.

Rev. H. C. Smith and Elder R. M. Sanders were appointed to the Committee on Devo​tional Exercises.

The consideration of the letter of Rev. W. E. Keller from Louisville Presbytery was made the 1st order of business for the afternoon session.

The Devotional Committee reported, recommending the hours of Presbytery’s sessions be from 9 a.m. until 12 o’clock, and from 2 p.m. until 5 p.m., and that Rev. E. B. Wither​spoon would preach tonight.   




     The report was approved and presbytery took recess until 2 p.m.








Thursday Evening, 2 o’clock

Presbytery met. Rev. J. M. Smith appeared and gave his reasons for tardiness, which were sustained.

The minutes of the last regular and called meetings were read and the record approved. The Standing Rules of Presbytery were also read.
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The letter dismissing Rev. Wm E. Keller to join Tombeckbee Presbytery was then read and Rev. H. R. Raymond, D.D., was appointed to examine Rev. W. E. Keller upon ex​perimental religion. The examination was satisfactory to Presbytery. Mr. Keller was then examined on theology & his examination was sustained. Also on church govern​ment, which examination was sustained and then the examination was sustained as a whole and his name was enrolled after signing the usual obligations.

Rev. Robt. Morgan asked that the pastoral relation existing between the Okolona Church and himself be dissolved. Information was received that the church concurred in the request. Motion was made to grant the request. Carried. Stated Clerk was instructed to notify the church that it was vacant.

The following select committees were appointed:

Bills & Overtures—Rev. J. W. Roseborough, Mr R. A. Minnis.

Judicial—M. F. Smith & A. B. Coit.

Narrative—Rev. Robt. Morgan, Mr. W. P. Patrick.

Minutes of Assembly—Rev. E. B. Witherspoon, Mr. D. L. Barr.

Auditing Committee—Mr. R. A. Minnis, John McCrarey.

Statistical Report—Rev. J. M. Smith, J. W. Roseborough.

Sermon & Essay—W. P. Patrick, W. E. Kelly.

Obituary (On Rev. J. N. Carothers)—Rev. H. R. Raymond, D.D., Mr. S. L. Wilson.

Obituary (On Rev. J. M. Sykes)—Rev. W. E. Keller, J. W. Roseborough & A. B. Coit.

Rev. J. E. Lightsey of the Baptist Church was invited to sit as a visiting brother.

A letter was received from licentiate W. S. Hamiter asking that he be dismissed
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to Bethel Presbytery. His request was granted. 

A call for the pastoral services of the Rev. Robt. Morgan was received from the Lauderdale Church. Also one from Meridian Church for the pastoral services of Rev. W. E. Keller, and a call from Enterprise Church for the pastoral services of Rev. A. B. Coit. These calls were referred to a committee consisting of Rev. H. R. Raymond & Rev. J. M. Smith.

Mr. D. W. Hamiter sent a written report of his attendance as delegate upon the sessions of the General Assembly. His diligence was commended.

In response to an appeal from the Colored Presbyterian Church at Vicksburg, it was ordered that a collection for said church be taken up tonight & Rev H. C. Smith was appointed to present the cause.

Rev. Z. B. Graves’ reasons for absence were sustained. Also the reasons for absence of Rev. Wm Hayne Leavell & Rev. A. H. Barkley.

The selection of a place for the spring meeting was taken up and Enterprise was chosen.

Presbytery adjourned with prayer to meet at 9 a.m. (See page 86).

Mr. W. P. Patrick, a candidate for the ministry gave to Presbytery satisfactory reasons why he had failed to prosecute his studies up to the present time.  The chairman of Home Missions was instructed to aid him in securing suitable work. 

Elder D. L. Barr presented himself as a candidate for the gospel ministry. His exami​nation upon experimental religion was sustained. He was examined upon his mo​tives for seeking the gospel ministry. This examination was sustained as a part of trial. Rom X & 4 was assigned as text for his sermon. Tonight after sermon was appointed as the time to hear the sermon of Mr Barr.
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Presbytery then adjourned with prayer to meet Friday morning at nine o’clock.








Friday, Oct 16, 1891

Presbytery met, after half an hour spent in devotional exercises, was constituted with prayer. Roll was called & following were found to be present: Ministers—A. B. Coit, W. E. Keller, Robt. Morgan, H. R. Raymond, J. W. Roseborough, H. C. Smith, J. M. Smith, and E. b. Witherspoon. Elders—R. A. Minnis, S. L. Wilson, W. P. Patrick, R. M. Sanders, J. G. B. McRea, John McCrarey, and D. L. Barr.

The minutes of Thursday were read and adopted.

The report of ministers as to the discharge of duties in connection with 5th Sab. appoint​ments were heard. The reports showed that in most cases they had complied with the request of the chairman of Home Missions in regard to preaching at vacant churches.

Narratives were read from the following churches and were referred to the Committee on Narrative: Starkville, Hattiesburg, 1st Church Meridian, Lauderdale, Heidelberg, Philadel​phus, Erata, Friendship, Houston and Enterprise.

The report of Rev. E. B. Witherspoon as a commissioner to the General Assembly was rec’d and his diligence commended.

Rev. E. B. Witherspoon, chairman of Home Missions was allowed for stationery and postage $4.25.

The chairman of the Committee of Publication was requested to apportion the amount designated by the secretary among the various churches.

The request of Hamilton Church for assistance in securing a pastor was referred to the chairman of Home Missions.






Presbytery then took recess until 2 o’clock p.m.
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After recess Presbytery met & resumed business.

Rev. P. Gowan sent to Presbytery his excuse for absence. His reasons were sustained.

The following report was read and adopted: “Your committee to which was referred the pastoral calls 1st, from the First Church of Meridian for the pastoral services of Rev. W. E. Keller; 2nd, from Lauderdale Church for the pastoral services of Rev. Robt Morgan 3rd, from the Enterprise Church for the pastoral services of Rev. A. B. Coit desires to submit the following report. We find the calls in order and recommend that they be put in the hands of the brethren to whom they were respectively made.”








Respectfully submitted,








H. R. Raymond, J. M. Smith.

The call from the 1st Church of Meridian was placed in Mr. Keller’s hands & he accepted. Rev. A. B. Coit, when the call was placed in [his] hands requested permission to retain the same until the Presbytery meets at synod at Brookhaven.

Rev. Robt. Morgan was granted permission to retain the call until Spring meeting, and the church was permitted to employ him as stated supply for the next six months.

The following commission was appointed to install Mr. W. E. Keller as pastor of the 1st Church at Meridian and the time was left to the commission: Rev. E. B. Witherspoon, A. H. Barkley, Robt. Morgan and Robt. Love.

The Com. on Sermon and Essay made the following report which was adopted: On Ser​mon, Rev. J. M. Smith. Alternate, Rev. A. B. Coit. On Presbyterial Essay, Mr. S. L. Wilson, Alternate Dr. J. D. Hutchinson. Subject of sermon
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Sanctification. Of Essay: “What is the Duty of Elders to Presbytery and Churches?”

Rev. J. W. Roseborough who had been appointed Treasurer pro. tem., made the following report:

Received the following sums for Presbyterial assessment from the church[es] of

Starkville




9.20

Enterprise




4.00

Hattiesburg




5.00

Shiloh





2.00

Heidelberg




4.00

Erata





3.00

Sandersville




2.00

Aberdeen (in part)



3.00



Lauderdale




2.10





        $34.30

Disbursements

A. B. Coit, salary six months, S. C.
          12.50

Printing statistical reports 

    and collection envelopes


2.00

E. B. Witherspoon, expenses of

    Home Mission Com. for 18 months
9.25





          24.75

On hand




9.55




                      34.30

The following statistical report was read & ordered forwarded to Synod:

Number of ministers



13

Number of ministers received


  1

Ministers dismissed



  2 (one colored)

Ministers lost by death


  2

Churches 




47

Churches organized



  1

Colored Churches dismissed


  3

Licentiates




  1

Licentiates dismissed



  2 (one colored)

Candidates




  3

Candidates transferred


  1

Next place of meeting: Enterprise, Miss, April. 

Stated Clerk: A. B. Coit, Enterprise, Miss.








Respectfully submitted,








J. W. Roseborough, J. M. Smith.
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Rev. E. B. Witherspoon, A. B. Coit, and W. K. Keller were appointed a special commit​tee to consider the proposed change in the Book of Church Order & Directory for Wor​ship to report at the Spring meeting of Presbytery.

The committee on the minutes of the Gen’l Assembly reported that they did not have access to the minutes, and they were continued until next spring.

The appointment of ministers to 5th Sabbath work was left to the chairman of the Home Mission Com.

A petition for the organization of a church at Red Hill in Jones County was presented to Presbytery, and a motion to grant it having passed the Presbytery, the following commis​sion was appointed, viz.: Rev H. C. Smith, A. B. Coit & Elder A. G. Ferguson. 

For action in regard to Mr. Patrick & Mr. D. L. Barr, see page 82.

Presbytery went in to committee of the whole after which Presbytery resumed business & took recess until tonight at 8 p.m.








8:30 p.m.

At 8:30 p.m. Presbytery met & was called to order by the Moderator. Mr. D. L. Barr then delivered a sermon from Rom X & 4, as a part of trial. After the sermon a motion was made to sustain it as a part of trial. Carried. His sermon was highly commended by mem​bers of Presbytery.

The following paper was read and adopted looking to the licensure of Mr. D. L. Barr: Whereas, Mr D. L. Barr our candidate for the gospel ministry was a candidate several years ago under the Presbytery of South Alabama, and was obliged to suspend his prep​aration on account of providential hindrances, and Whereas he has been a diligent worker as a Christian among the churches, by whom his labors have been appreciated and
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whereas, he has a family, and has reached a time of life when it is impracticable for him to pursue a regular course of study: Therefore resolved that all further examination and parts of trial be omitted and that he be licensed at this meeting in accordance with the provision for extraordinary cases, Form of Govt., Ch. VI, Sec. VI, Par. VI. The Moder​at​or then proceeded to license the candidate according to the Book of Church Order, Ch. VI, Secs. VII, & VIII.

The following was ordered to record: At Sandersville the 16th day of Oct., the Presbytery of Tombeckbee, having received testimonials in favor of Elder D. L. Barr, of his good moral character and of his being in the communion of the Church, proceeded in accord​ance with proceeding minute to parts of trial for his licensure, and he having given satis​fac​tion as to his experimental acquaintance with religion, and as to his proficiency in scrip​​tural theology, the Presbytery did & hereby does express its approbation of all these parts of trial, and he having adopted the Confession of Faith & the Catechisms of this Church and satisfactorily answered the questions appointed to be put to candidates to be licensed, the Presbytery did & hereby does license him the said D. L. Barr to preach the gospel of Christ as a probationer for the holy ministry within the bounds of this Presby​tery or wher​ever else he shall be orderly called. His name was ordered enrolled as a pro​bationer for the holy ministry.

The Presbytery then adjourned with prayer to meet at 9 a.m. on Saturday 17th day of Oct., 1891.








Saturday, Oct. 17, 1891, 9 a.m.

Presbytery met, ½ hour was spent in devotional exercises. Presbytery was then called to order & constituted with prayer. Roll called and the following answered their names: Ministers—W. E. Keller, A. B. Coit, E. B. Witherspoon, H. C. Smith, and H. R. Ray​mond. Elders present—

[88]

R. A. Minnis, S. L. Wilson, W. P. Patrick, J. G. B. McRea, Jno McCrarey, J. W. K. Brun​ner, and D. L. Barr.

The chairman of Com. of Publication made a report:

Apportionment of Assembly’s Assessment for Publication

Hamilton
  1

Pleasant Springs
1

Pleasant Sprs
1

Aberdeen
15

Heidelberg 

2

Pisgah

1

Bethel

  1

Houston

5

Purvis

1

Buena Vista
  1

Hattiesburg

7

Sandersville
1

Bloomfield
  1

Knox


5

Shiloh 

2

Carolina
  2

Lauderdale

1

Starkville       10

Center Point
  1

Louisville

1

Unity

1

Columbus
20

Lawrence

1

Vernal

1

Crawford
  2

Macon

          10

Wahalak
1

DeKalb
  1

Meridian 1st
          20

West Point
1

Enon

  2

Montrose

1

Geneva
1

Ellisville
  1

Mt Moriah

1

Meridian 2nd
2

Enterprise
  5

Newton

1

Toomsuba
1

Friendship
  5

Okolona
          10

Garlandsville
  1

Osborn


1

Erata

  2

Pendleton

1








Respectfully submitted,








H. S. Smith.

The request of Rev. B. F. Peters for work was referred to the chairman of the Home Mis​sions Com.

Minutes of the preceding day were read and adopted.

The following paper regarding Rev Z. B. Graves was adopted: In view of information received from a letter of Rev. Z. B. Graves addressed to Presbytery, and other sources re​garded reliable, we are satisfied that the continued exercise of his ministerial functions is injurious to himself and detrimental to the cause of Christ; therefore resolved, that he be re​​quired to suspend the functions of the ministry until Presbytery has satisfactory evi​dence with regard to his mental condition, and certain irregularities of conduct connected therewith. 2nd. That the Stated Clerk send the following minute to the S.W. Presbyterian: The Rev. Z. B. Graves, a member of the Presbytery of Tombeckbee, on account
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of his condition is required to refrain from the exercise of his ministerial functions. 3rd. That the chairman of the Home Mission Committee be instructed to commit the aid re​ceived form Rev. Z. B. Graves to some suitable person near him, to apply at such times, and in such ways as he may deem most needful for Mr. Graves. Rev. J. W. Roseborough & another member were excused from voting on the resolution.

Your Com. on Leave of Absence beg leave to report, that Rev. J. M. Smith & Mr. M. F. Smith were excused; also D. L. Barr & E. B. Witherspoon, R. Morgan, W. P. Patrick, W. E. Keller, J. W. Roseborough








Signed J. L. B. McRea & D. L. Barr.

Elder Wm McCurdy from Pisgah Church appeared and his name was enrolled.

Presbytery then took recess until 2 p.m.








Saturday, 2 p.m.

Presbytery met. The following is the Narrative of Presbytery prepared for Synod:

Presbytery of Tombeckbee, Sandersville, Oct. 16, ’91. Mr. Moderator, Your Committee on Narratives on the State of Religion in the Churches beg leave to report the follow​ing—We have received ten written narratives from which we learn that three of the ten churches rejoicing in an improved attendance upon the public services. While all the ten have regular services, at 5 of which the attendance is good. The attendance at the Sabbath schools is good in nearly all cases. Although no church reports any special outpouring of the Holy Spirit, yet 97 members have been received and most of them on confession of faith. There is but little intemperance but Sabbath desecration is alarmingly prevalent. Two churches have lost their pastors, Rev J. N. Carothers by death. Only one church gives regular catechetical instruction, none give regular spirit-
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ual instruction to the colored people, and only two, alas, pay the expenses of ministers and delegates to Presbytery, yet three report decided and general improvement. Your committee feel that while there are some things that call for humiliation there is much that calls for thanksgiving & praise.








Respectfully submitted,








Robt. Morgan.

The above was ordered forwarded to Synod after adoption.

The usual resolution of thanks was passed. 

The Essay on the Eldership by Elder E. A. White was placed in the hands of Rev. H. C. Smith to be read before Presbytery tonight.

Presbytery then took recess until after sermon tonight.

After sermon Presbytery met & the essay of Mr. White was read by Mr. Smith. Mr. White was requested by vote of Presbytery to furnish the essay or abstracts thereof for pub​li​cation in the S.W. Presbyterian. 

Presbytery then adjourned with the reading & approval of the minutes to meet at the call of the Moderator or Stated Clerk during the sessions of Synod at Brookhaven, with sing​ing, prayer and the apostolic benediction.








S. L. Wilson, Mod.








D. L. Barr, Clerk.

Attest: 

A. B. Coit, S. C.

Examined & approved in Synod in session at Brookhaven, Miss., Nov 13, 1891.








Matthew Van Lear, Mod.
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Enterprise, Thursday, April 7th 1892

Presbytery met in the Presbyterian Church at Enterprise at eleven a.m. The opening sermon, by request, was preached by the Rev. B. F. Peters. Presbytery was called to order and constituted with prayer by Rev. W. E. Keller. Roll was called. The following were present during the meeting:

Ministers




Elders

Rev. A. H. Barkley2



E. E. Powe, Newton

Rev. D. L. Barr3



Judge Evans, Enterprise

Rev. A. B. Coit



J. D. Love, Garlandsville

Rev. W. E. Keller



A. N. W. Smith, Heidelberg

Rev. Robt. Morgan



J. A. Buchanan, Good Hope

Rev. H. C. Smith



L. C. Smythe, Lawrence.

Rev. J. M. Smith2



J. L. Chapman, Mt. Moriah

Rev. H. R. Raymond, D.D.


B. Hauenstein, Macon

Rev. E. B. Witherspoon


Jno. M. McCrarey, Pisgah

Rev. Robt. Morgan was chosen Moderator, and Mr E. E. Powe of Newton, clerk.

Rev. A. B. Coit and Judge Sylvanus Evans were appointed on the Committee on Devotional Exercises. 

The request of Rev. Peter Gowan for the dissolution of the pastoral relation with the Aber​deen Church, the Church concurring, was granted by Presbytery, and Mr Gowan was dismissed at his own request to join Mississippi Presbytery. 

The Committee on Devotional Exercises made a partial report fixing the hours of session, viz.: from 8:30 to 11 a.m. and from 2:30 to 5 p.m. 







Presbytery then took recess until 2:30 p.m.

At 2:30 p.m. Presbytery met, and was called to order by the Moderator.

Rev. B. F. Peters was invited to sit as a corresponding member.

The minutes and Standing Rules were then read.

Mr Peters was granted permission to labor within our bounds for the next six months. He will supply Pisgah, also three churches in Greene County—Salem, Vernal and Leakes​ville, the last three will pay $435.00 towards his support.

The committees appointed on obitu-
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aries of Rev. J. N. Carothers and Rev. J. M. Sykes submitted their reports which were adopted and ordered printed and copies sent to the families of our deceased brethren, assuring them of our sympathy with and prayerful interest in them.

The Rev. James Neely Carothers

The Rev. James Neely Carothers was born in Union District, South Carolina, on the 13th of November, 1805. He entered the gospel ministry in the year 1829 or 1830. His first charge was in Greene County, Alabama, In 1846 he came to the State of Mississippi. In 1848 he took charge of the Houston Presbyterian Church, which he served faithfully, with the exception of two years, up to within a few months of his death, being a period of forty-one years. In 1852, he took charge of Friendship Church, twelve miles distant from Houston, which he also served, with an interruption of two years, until within a short time of his death, being a period of thirty-nine years. He also served the church at Buena Vista, at different times, for thirty-six years. 

He was married three times. His first wife was a Miss M. F. Baskin, with whom he lived for thirty years, and she was the mother of all his children. His second wife was Mrs. E. J. Huff, who lived with him for twenty-four years. His third wife was Mrs. M. E. Grantham, who survives him.

Up to within a few months of his death, this aged man of God was attending to the duties of his sacred office with remarkable promptness and fidelity, and only when forced to do so by sheer exhaustion of his physical powers, did he cease to be active in the Master’s service.

His last sermon preached at both of his charges—Houston and Friendship—was from II Cor. 13:14, “The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost be with you all. Amen.” A fitting close of a long and faithful ministry.

The fulfillment of his last appointment to Friendship Church, where he preached the ser​mon alluded to, was too much for his physical strength, and he began at once rapidly to decline, growing weaker and weaker, until he was prostrated by a derangement of the bowels, and took his bed, which he never left.

During his last illness he was very patient, and though suffering at times severe paroxy​sms of pain, no murmuring words escaped his lips. He was more or less conscious until very near his end, and gave cheerful witness to those around him of his hope in Christ. To the question asked by a brother minister, “Is the Savior present with you?” he replied, “Yes, He has not forsaken me,” and not long before his decease he lifted his hands hea​ven​ward and said, “All is well!” He took affectionate leave of his family, seemingly recog​nizing each of them. About 7:20 a.m., Monday morning, he quietly passed away, and entered into the rest that remaineth for the people of God.

His funeral services were conducted at both of his churches, and, in both instances, the houses were crowded with the sorrowing people. It was touching to see those whom he had served so long and well, weeping tenderly as they looked, for the last time, into the face of their dead pastor as he lay so still in his casket.

In the quiet little cemetery at Friendship Church his body was laid down to rest, beside the grave of his first wife, and there it was left in the care of a devoted people, who will tenderly watch over it as a sacred trust.

Bro. Carothers was signally honored of God in being permitted to labor so long in His service, and many were the seals of his ministry. As a preacher, he was sound in doctrine and forcible in many respects in the presentation of the truth. As a pastor, he was faithful and true, and ever mindful of the truest interests of his people. As a Presbyter, he was prompt and conscientious in the discharge of his duty, and always alive to the best inter​ests of the church, and in his death she has been bereaved of a loyal servant. May the Lord of the harvest sanctify to us all this providence, and send forth many others upon whom the mantle of this devoted minister shall fall.

At the time of his death at Houston, Miss., our brother was 85 years, 6 months, and 12 days of age. He was the oldest member of the Synod in point of age, and in length of mem​bership.

The Rev. James Murdock Sykes

James Murdock Sykes was born April 15, 1867. Such is the simple and prosaic an​nounce​ment of the birth of one whose name was destined, under the Divine Providence to be embalmed with love in the hearts of thousands of God’s people. It was a fact and that was all—yet a germinal fact, out of whose modesty a character was to be developed, so fair in its stainlessness, so faithful in its noble and unselfish endeavor, so rounded in its unostentatious symmetry, so gentle in its child like disposition, so beautiful in its every moral feature, as that eulogy might have exhausted its words of praise and breathe no syllable of falsehood.

The infant grew to be a boy, the boy a youth, the youth a man. As a boy, youth, and man, he strove with all the earnestness of a devout heart to attain that perfection of Christian manhood described in the familiar words, “Whatsoever things are true, whatsoever 
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things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report.” These were the subject of his meditations, the secret source of an influential power and a blameless life. The light of a true evangelism so shone in his way, and the moral principles of an apostolic Christianity were so emphasized upon his heart by the Divine Presence, that they were plain & easily manifested in all the varied walks of life through which he was providentially led.

In the contents of trade in which he embarked at the tender age of fourteen, where close & sharp competition presented its powerful seductions to deviate from the straight path of rectitude, he bore himself severely on its troubled wave, always remembering that dili​gence in business was in no wise inconsistent with fervency of spirit, and a faithful ac​ceptable service of the Lord.

It was during these days of enforced commercial activity, for national & domestic calam​ity had turned his youthful feet from the paths of eminent learning in which his ancestors had nobly walked and wrought, that he felt the first efficient movements of a divine call to the office of the holy ministry. An immediate response to this call was withheld be​cause of his modest sense of his own unfitness, the lack of academic and theological train​ing and the lofty estimate he placed upon the dignity that was offered to him. The call, however, proved to be the voice of God and at length the young & prosperous merchant answered from his devout heart, “Speak Lord, for thy servant heareth,” and he at once began his literary education in the very elements of a classic course at the South Western Presbyterian University at Clarksville Tennessee.

During the progress of his education his Christian principles asserted themselves in that while he addressed himself with a cheerful heart to the long and weary way that lay be​fore him, he gave himself
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in the earnest burning love of souls to the salvation of his fellow students and the true worth of the beneficent influence of his presence upon the young men who sought edu​cation at that seat of learning can only be appraised by Him who alone knows the true val​ue of an immortal soul. His heart was sustained in the duty and tasks of those trying days, as in all others by the sweet, encouraging reflection, that the work he did, and the patience he exercised were for the honor of his Best Beloved. No journey was rough & hard to him because it was the King’s Highway; no work irksome because a refreshing, though “Invisible Presence” stood at his side; no solitude lonely, because he had a con​stant companion, whose name is Immanuel, to cheer his heart & buoy his hope. 

At length, his literary and theological course was in a measure finished, and his conse​crated heart became a silent battlefield of another conflict between a call to China, and the desire for the fond endearments of home. The call prevailed & from that moment until the joyous hour when he & his beloved wife were on their knees asking God to move the committee to accept their services, and at which identical moment the decision was made to give them an appointment—from that moment until his translation, his whole being was absorbed and involved in his great work. His own purse responded most generously, having given all he was—the dedication easily carried all he had to the Divine Master’s glory by the salvation of his fellow men.

He was licensed by the Presbytery of Nashville at Shelbyville, Tenn., on April 19, 1890, just four days after he was twenty-nine years of age, and ordained as a foreign missionary Evangelist. On the 13th of August 1890, he was united to Anna Karbe McGinnis, who lovingly sympathized with
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his missionary spirit, and was joyously forward with him in the devoted purpose that moved him to consecrate himself wholly to his Master’s cause.

Pending the acceptance of his offer by the committee for the foreign field, he heartily en​gaged in Christian work at home, and took charge of the 2nd Presbyterian Church of Meridian, Miss., and the churches of Toomsuba & Lauderdale, when by his gentle and fervid zeal he engrafted himself upon the heart of all classes. He was familiarly known by Jew & Gentile, believer and unbeliever, white & black, as “Brother Sykes,” and this endearing word was never used simply as an expression of formal—but also and always as a token of sincere regard. In this field he most singularly displayed his fitness for any Christian duty among any people. The readiness and ease with which he approached men and he always approached them, either individually or in groups, on the all-important subject of religion—plainly bespoke him to have a touch of the divine genius. The Lord Christ was surely his model, for whenever he found a needy soul that was his place for work. One was as much as a multitude with him, for he gauged his duty by a soul’s individual necessity and never by the numbers that greeted his eye.

It is to be doubted if he ever allowed an opportunity to escape him to warn the unregen​erate to solicit a backslider to return or to strengthen a weak & weary brother. The fervency of his soul in his sincere [?] “God bless you my brother,” was to the writer in time of struggle with sickness and trial more like an echo from heaven than the words of a fellow engaged in the same battle
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and inspired by the same hope.

On one occasion when a simple, earnest and loving gospel sermon had been preached it fell the lot of the writer to kneel near him during the prayer that followed, and his faithful earnest burning whispered appeals can never be forgotten. The refrain of his very soul be​ing ‘God save the people. God save the people! God save the people!’

The providence of God in calling him is shrouded in mystery. Surely he works in mys​terious ways his wonders to perform. The redeemed understood it, and what was to us the voice of woe, was to them perhaps a note of praise.

We shall understand it soon. What I do saith the King, thou knowest not now, but thou shalt know hereafter. His beloved companion and his infant child are left to us. Our hearts must gather about them as a wall of defense against every danger, sorrow & necessity. We must not speak of him in funereal tones, nor drape our persons in the somber weeds of an inconsolable sorrow. We must look through the gloom and sorrow of a momentary separation to the unfolding of a sorrowless eternity when He shall be ours forever. He has passed over Calvary & under the cross & come into possession of his vast inheritance. On earth he was poor in spirit, in heaven rich beyond all dream of wealth for it is all his own. His presence was a banner of peace among warring elements on earth. In heaven the angels have heard the everlasting Father own him as His child. He has been able to gaze upon the full blaze of the ineffable glory of the Almighty as revealed in Christ enthroned, because as he walked on earth he was pure in heart. We verily believe his departure was a translation and that when he went to

[pp. 97-98 missing]
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heaven that night he was permitted to take some soul from that fated train. Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord, for they rest from their labors and their works do follow them.








W. E. Keller, Chm.

The petition for the organization of a Church at Alexander’s School House was read and laid on the table. See page 111 or 110.

A committee consisting of Rev. E. B. Witherspoon and Mr. J. D. Lane were appointed to report on the organization of a church at Leakesville, inasmuch as a church has been or​gan​ized by Rev. J. E. Triplett, Synodical Evangelist.

Rev. J. M. Smith gave his reasons for tardiness which were sustained.

The election of delegates to the General Assembly was set for Friday at 3:30 p.m.

On motion Rev. H. R. Raymond, D.D., A. N. W. Smith & J. D. Love were added to the Committee on Directory for Worship.

Presbytery then adjourned until 8:30 a.m.









Friday, 8:30 a.m.

After the usual devotional exercises Presbytery was opened with prayer by Mr. Barkley. Roll called, see page 91. Minutes of yesterday read and approved.

The commission appointed to install Rev W. E. Keller pastor of Meridian was read and adopted.

Rev. A. H. Barkley gave his reason for tardiness which was sustained. Also the reasons for absence of Rev. Wm Hayne Leavell & M. J. McLean.

Communication from Houston Church was read giving reasons for having no delegate. Also reason of absence of Hon. S. L. Wilson, the former moderator. Also the receipt from the Vicksburg Colored Church. Also from Rev. J. E. Jones in reference to Synodical Evan​gelism. Also calls for the pastoral services of Mr. D. L. Boyd
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from Newton, Mt Moriah & Garlandsville, which were referred to a committee consisting of Rev. A. H. Barkley & Judge J. Evans.

The request of Rev. Z. B. Graves for a letter to Mississippi Presbytery was granted after some discussion with the amendment that said letter be accompanied with the last pre​ceding action of Presbytery in regard to his condition.

The committee to whom was referred the calls for licentiate D. L. Barr reported recom​mending that the calls having been found in order be placed in his hands. Mr. Barr signi​fied his acceptance and it was made the order of business at 2:30 to hear Bro. Barr on parts of trial.

The chairman of Home Missions was instructed to apply to the Assembly’s Committee for $150.00 from the Invalid Fund to be used and applied by Rev. E. B. Witherspoon to the liquidation of any bills properly presented to him for the board & clothing furnished to Rev. Z. B. Graves.







Presbytery then took recess until 2:30 p.m.







Friday, 2:30 p.m.

Presbytery met. The following standing committees were read by the Moderator:

Judicial—Dr Raymond & Judge Evans

Bills & Overtures—Mr. Barkley & Mr. Love.

Leave of Absence—Ware & L. C. Smith.

Narrative—J. M. Smith & McCrarey.

Superior Courts—Witherspoon.

Auditing—Hauenstein & [illegible name]

Statistics—N. W. Smith & Chapman.

Essay & Sermon—Barkley & Coit.

Presbytery then took up the examination of Mr. D. L. Barr. His examination was sus​tained on sacraments, church government, discipline, and theology. His trial sermon was fixed for Rom. 8 & 14. Time: Saturday 2:30 p.m. Page 107.
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Rev J. M. Smith was chosen principal delegate & Rev. W. H. Leavell alternate delegate to the General Assembly. Mr. E. A. White was chosen principal Elder & Mr. R. Hauen​stein alternate.

Rev. H. C. Smith’s reason for tardiness was sustained.

The commission appointed to organize a church at Red Hill reported as follows: 







Red Hill, Jones County, Miss., Nov. 2 1891

11 a.m. After a sermon by Rev. A. B. Coit, the commission of Presbytery appointed to organize a church at Red Hill met, and was called to order by Rev. H. C. Smith, chair​man, who opened the meeting with prayer. Commissioners present. Rev. H. C. Smith, Rev. A. B. Coit and Elder A. G. Ferguson. A motion prevailed to receive into the organ​i​zation the following persons who were present, viz.: M. C. Smith, Malcolm Ferguson, W. D. Rogers, Daniel Ferguson, John Ferguson, Archie Ferguson, J. A. Buchanan Sr., Mrs. S. C. Frist, S. C. Frist, W. J. Frist, E. T. Buchanan, P. Cameron, Mrs. J. A. Buchanan Jr., Mrs. Malcolm Ferguson, Mrs. W. D. Rogers, Miss I. D. Buchanan, Mrs. Daniel Ferguson and Mrs. W. J. Frist. S. G. Rogers was received by letter. The obligation was adminis​tered and the organization constituted according to the requirements of our church gov​ern​ment. The following persons were elected Ruling Elders, viz.: J. A. Buchanan, Daniel Ferguson, S. C. Frist & M. C. Smith. The following persons were elected Deacons, viz.: W. D. Rogers and W. J. Frist. The officers-elect, elders & deacons were duly ordained & installed. The name given the organization was Hope. The charge was given the church by the Rev. A. B. Coit. A motion to adjourn prevailed.








H. C. Smith, Moderator.








A. G. Ferguson, Clerk.
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Good Hope Church was on motion dissolved and the property & members were trans​fer​red to Hope Church.

The report of the committee appointed on the records of Synod was adopted & is as follows: “The Committee on the Minutes of Synod will call attention of Presbytery to the following facts: 1st. On page 273, Sec. 4 of report recommending the American Bible Society, we find the following advice to Presbyteries: to appoint presbyterial standing committees who shall take charge of this cause in their respective presbyteries. 2nd. On page 289, Synod gives instruction to Presbyteries to advise their candidates to attend the Theological Department at Clarksville.








E. B. Witherspoon, Chm.

Elder A. N. W. Smith & Judge Evans were appointed the Standing Committee on Bible Cause.

Moved & seconded & carried that we advise our candidates to consider the claims of Clarksville (S.W.P. University).

Resolved that at each annual (Spring) meeting the Moderator shall appoint a standing committee on sessional records, to which committee shall be referred all the records of session, without any regard to the liability of some of the committee having to pass on the records of their own church session. The following committees on church records were announced:

Hattiesburg—E. B. Witherspoon & Judge Evans.

Meridian—Dr. Raymond & J. D. Love.

Sandersville—Rev. J. M. Smith & J. M. Ware.

Enterprise. Rev. A. H. Barkley & R. Hauenstein.

Starkville—Rev. E. B. Witherspoon & Judge Evans.

Garlandsville—Dr. Raymond & J. N. Ware.

Newton—Rev. A. H. Barkley & R. Hauenstein.

Mt Moriah—Rev. H. C. Smith.

The report of the committee of Newton Church was adopted & is as follows: The com​mittee on the records of
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Newton Church report that they have examined the same & recommend their approval with the following exceptions—

1st. Many of the meetings are recorded in pencil & not in ink.

2nd. The records have not been before Presbytery since April 1878.

The committee on the records of Enterprise Church report that they have examined the same & recommend their approval. The report of the committee was received and ap​proved.

Presbytery then adjourned to meet on Saturday morning, with prayer by Rev. H. C. Smith.








Saturday, 8:30 a.m.

After half an hour’s devotional exercises Presbytery was opened with prayer by Mr. A. N. W. Smith. The minutes of the 8th were read, corrected & adopted. 

On the recommendation of the committee, the name of Leakesville Church was enrolled.

Certain papers pertaining to Rev. Z. B. Graves were ordered into the hands of the Home Mission Committee.

Rev. J. L. Chambers of the M. E. Church was invited to sit as a visiting brother.

Your Committee on Minutes of the General Assembly respectfully submit the following report:

1st. On page 232. The attention of Presbytery is called to Sections 3,4,5 & 6 of report of the Standing Committee on Education.

2nd. On page 239, Sec. 6 & 7 of the report of the Standing Committee of Home Missions, where we find the following relating to Home Missionary collection and [illegible word].

3rd.  On pg. 24 Presbytery is instructed to appoint a Standing Committee on Colored Evan​gelization. 

The report was received & approved.

The chairman of Education Committee, Rev. J. M.
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Smith made the following report which was adopted. “The following report is respect​fully submitted to Presbytery. The collections of our churches are forwarded directly to our Assembly’s Committee. This committee informs us that many of our churches have not sent any collection to the committee at Memphis. The apportion to our Presbytery was 250.00. The Presbytery has sent to the committee 91.20, a little over one-third the apportionment, less than the amount the committee has apportioned to our candidate for the ministry. The present liability of the committee is $9384.00. The committee urges up​on the churches to raise this amount in the month of April. This only will relieve our candidates. Unless they get their appropriations, many of them cannot remain in school. Many of our own churches have not taken up this collection. The Assembly’s Committee through your own committee urges you to call upon the churches to take up at once & forward this collection. As to our candidates—Mr. J. A. Lowe has not been in school this session on account of failure in health. Mr. Robt. Campbell is at French Camps. His reports come to your committee regularly. They show his deportment and class standing to be excellent. His health is good. He will finish at French Camps this session and will be recommended to the S.W.P.U. next session.”








Respectfully,








J. M. Smith, Chm.

The records of Starkville and Hattiesburg were approved as far as written.

Rev. E. B. Witherspoon then made the following report of the Committee of Home Mis​sions which was received and approved. “The amount asked for by the Assembly’s office for the four collections between
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the spring & fall meetings of Presbytery was proportioned among the churches by your committee. We recommend that the churches be instructed to pursue this plan during the coming year. This Presbytery draws out more from the Sustentation Fund than it con​trib​utes to it. We failed to receive the amount asked for. Three hundred and teen dollars was granted by the committee for the 1st installment. No promise was made for the 2nd. The amount of the 2nd installment will depend on the collections in August. We make an earn​est appeal to ministers, elders & deacons to raise a liberal contribution for those breth​ren who labor among our weaker churches. 

2. We have received the aid asked for from the Invalid Fund. The amount for the past year was $50.00. If the churches contribute as liberally this year as the last, the committee will be able to meet this obligation.

3rd. Evangelistic work has been conducted partly through the Assembly’s office and partly through the Synodical Committee. Rev. A. B. Coit has given one Sabbath in the month to this work. Rev. Wm Hayne Leavell was also employed for ¼ of his time. Rev. A. B. Coit will continue to give ¼ of his time to this work. The Synodical Evangelist has labored with us since October. He has visited the vacant churches & held meetings when desired by the congregation. His labors among us have been blessed and many added to the communion of the Church. Churches have been revived and supplied with ministry of the word. The southern part of presbytery is better supplied with preaching of the word than it has been for a number of years. There is not a vacant church south of DeKalb, Kemper County. The northern part of Presbytery has many vacancies. For the past month
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the Evangelist has visited Columbus, Meridian 1st, Starkville, Aberdeen and Knox Churches to present the cause of Evangelization and taken up collections. He has met with good success. The amt. asked of the churches was contributed. We hope the other churches will contribute the amounts asked of them. If this is done the committee will be able to continue the work. Rev. J. E. Triplett, our Evangelist, has resigned. His resig​nation will take effect on the 1st of May.

4th. The Colored Evangelistic work is in a not prosperous condition. The collections have been small. The work cannot be carried on without money. What shall be done? We recommend the churches be urged by Presbytery to make a liberal contribution at once.








E. B. Witherspoon, Chm.

The motion prevailed that the chairman of Home Missions be authorized to appoint per​sons to take up collections for Synodical evangelistic work.

The following records of churches were approved: Mt Moriah & Knox, Sandersville, Starkville, and Erata. Also Lawrence with exception that Session elected an Elder & Deacon, page 24. Generally sessions were closed without prayer, sometimes opened with​out prayer. Delegates to Presbytery & Synod have not reported  attendance on meet​ings. None of the reports to Presbytery have been recorded. The book has not been before Presbytery since 1887, the date of 5th meeting recorded in book. Hattiesburg records were approved with the following exception: 1. Session met on May 17 & June 19, 1891 without a quorum. 2. On Oct. 22, 1891 it is not stated that session was closed with prayer. Macon records were approved except there is no report of delegates to Pres​bytery. Garlandsville records approved as far as written except

[107]

1. The records have not been before Presbytery since 1887. 2. No statistical report or narrative recorded during the whole period. 3rd. The record does not show reports made by delegates of attendance on Presbytery as required by Standing Rule. 4. On page 70, Dec. 2, 1888, Session is not closed with prayer. 5. In two instances, pp. 74-75, Session continues over from one day until another without closing its sessions in an orderly way each day.

Rev. Robt. Morgan was granted permission to labor at Lauderdale, Toomsuba & Meri​dian 2nd for six months.

Rev. A. B. Coit accepted the call from the Enterprise Church.

Presbytery selected Garlandsville as the place for the Fall meeting.

Installation of Rev. A. B. Coit as pastor of the Enterprise Church was set for 7 p.m. Sun​day night. Rev. A. H. Barkley to preside, propound the constitutional questions & give the charge to the people; Rev H. R. Raymond, D.D., to give charge to pastor.







Presbytery took recess until 11 a.m.

At 11 Presbytery was called to order and Rev. J. M. Smith preached the Presbyterial Sermon on Adoption.







Presbytery again took recess until 2:30 p.m.

Saturday, April 9th, 2:30 p.m.

Presbytery met. Mr D. L. Barr preached his trial sermon which was sustained as a part of trial for ordination, see page 100. Mr. D. L. Barr’s parts of trial were sustained as a whole & he on motion will be ordained after service tonight.

Auditing Committee made a report which was approved and is as follows: The Auditing Committee have examined the Treasurer’s report and find it correct, being supported by proper vouchers and all monies accounted for.








R. Hauenstein, R. M. Sanders, Com.
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Treasurer’s report referred is as follows: Treasurer would beg leave to submit the follow​ing report:

Cash on hand per report April 1891


$37.65

Philadelphus Presbyterial Tax



    4.30







  41.95

Commissioners’ Fund rec’d from May 1891

Columbus





$10.50

Meridian





  10.00







  20.50

Paid Stated Clerk Gen. Assembly


  20.50

Commissioners’ Fund rec’d at present session: Bethel, $1. Crawford $2. Hattiesburg $4. Shiloh $2.50. Starkville $6. Sandersville $1. Pleasant Springs $1.60. Pisgah $2. Salem $2. Philadelphus $1. Heidelberg $3. Enterprise $5. Erata $1. $32.10, added to 41.95 = 74.05.

Disbursements

Commissioners to Assembly



  32.10

Stated Clerk’s salary




  12.50

Blanks






    3.30

Assembly’s Home Missions Committee

    3.50
= 51.40
Balance on hand





   22.65

The Meridian 1st records were approved with exceptions. There is no report on record of delegates attending meeting of presbytery. 

Macon Church was granted permission to employ Rev E. B. Witherspoon for one year ½ of his time at a salary of $400.00. 

5th Sabbaths. On this subject the ministers generally report compliance.

Statistical reports show that we have 13 ministers, 3 candidates & 48 churches. One licentiate ordained.

Report of the Committee on Sermon & Essay was adopted. Sermon by Rev. H. C. Smith on Special Providence. Essayist. Hon. S. L. Wilson. Subject: What is the Duty of Elders to Presbytery & the Churches? See page 84. 

The Presbytery on motion thanked the Moderator & Clerk.

Moved & seconded that Presbytery tender their heartfelt thanks to the pastor and
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the good people of Enterprise for their kind hospitality. Carried.

Moved & seconded & carried that the Presbyterial Sermon by Rev. J. M. Smith on Adoption be requested for publication in the S.W. Presbyterian.

A committee consisting of Rev A. H. Barkley & J. M. Ware were appointed to arrange the installation services of Rev. D. L. Barr.

Resolved as the judgment of Presbytery that the Pastor or stated supply holding this relation in accordance with Rule 8 is by virtue of his office moderator of Session. When a church is vacant and desires that the Evangelist or other visiting minister or one of its elders should act as moderator, the minutes should show that he was appointed to this duty. Hence we regard as an irregularity the practice observed so often in minutes of ses​sion of placing the name of the Evangelist or other visiting minister as moderator in recording the members of session present. The above resolution was carried. 

The following Narrative was received, approved and ordered forwarded to the Assembly:

Narratives have been received from twenty-two churches. These narratives, all consi​dered, are of an encouraging nature, viz.: 

1. They all report favorably on the official fidelity of ministers, ruling elders and deacons, except in one or two cases it stated that the elders or deacons have not been as faithful as they should be.

2. All report good attendance upon the services of the sanctuary.

3. About one-third of the churches report outpourings of the Holy Spirit, at which times the churches were revived and additions made to the churches.

4. Nearly all the sessions report general improvement of their churches and additions to the communion on profession of faith. Only one or two report no additions to the church.

5. As to growth in grace of members of church and Christian deportment, all give good reports. Our people, according to these reports, are advancing in the life in Christ.

6. Most of the sessions report that their members are faithful and diligent in laboring in the Sabbath-school. A few report that the members are indifferent to this important work.

7. On Catechetical and Bible instruction in the Sabbath-school and families, most of the sessions have made unfavorable reports. Only a few have presented good reports on this most important subject. This is very discouraging, nevertheless it is true among our churches.

8. These narratives show that family worship is very largely neglected among the mem​bers of our churches. Only one or two sessions give encouraging reports on this subject. This is a sad fact to be reported time after time to Presbytery. It calls upon us to pray for a great revival of family religion among our people.

9. The sessions generally report favorably on Sabbath observance among our members. This is very encouraging, that our people love and honor the Lord’s day.

10. Nearly all report that our people are faithful in worshiping God with their substance. There is nothing said in these reports as to methods of raising funds, or proportionate giving.

11. Only in one or two cases have there been any complaints of intemperance and worldly amusements among our people. Our churches, we are glad to say, are reasonably clear of these forms of sin.

12. Nothing is reported as being done for the religious instruction of the colored people. They have their own churches and ministers, and prefer their own services.

13. Only two churches report anything behind on their pastor’s salary. We are glad to report that our churches have met their obligations for the support of their pastors.

These reports, taken as a whole, are encouraging. We have abundant reason to be thankful to god for the evidences of His gracious presence with us, and for His blessings upon us. These reports are encouraging, as they speak of the labors of our evangelist among the churches. Where he has visited the churches, God has blessed his labors to the revival of God’s people and the conversion of souls. Many have been added to the church through his instrumentalities.

Moved & seconded on the request of the elder of Hope Church that the name be “Good Hope” instead of Hope. Carried.







Presbytery took recess until 7:30 p.m.

At 7:30 p.m. Presbytery met.
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After sermon, Mr. D. L. Barr was duly ordained by the Presbytery to the work of the gos​pel ministry as Pastor-elect of Newton, Garlandsville & Mt Moriah Churches. Then the report of the committee for the installation services was read & approved & is as fol​lows, recommending—that commission consist of the following ministers & elders, viz.: Rev. H. R. Raymond, D.D., Rev. A. H. Barkley, Rev. W. E. Keller; Elders E. E. Powe & J. D. Love. Time: 2nd Sab. in May. Dr. Raymond to preside, preach the sermon & propound the constitutional questions. Rev. A. H. Barkley to deliver the charge to the pastor & Rev. W. E. Keller the charge to the people. Should any one or more of these members of the com​mission be absent the remainder shall proceed to perform the service & establish the past​oral relation in accordance with the provisions of the Form of Government, if the way be clear. The service for all to be held in the Newton Church at 11 a.m. A. H. Barkley & J. M. Ware, Committee.

Calls for his pastoral services from Newton, Mt Moriah & Garlandsville after reference to a committee had been placed in his hands. See page 100. He was also granted permission or rather the following churches were granted permission to employ him for the ensuing year: Lawrence, Montrose & Paulding, as stated supply.

Buena Vista was granted permission to employ Mr. E. A. Smith as stated supply & Pres​bytery granted him permission to labor in our bounds. He is a licentiate of Chickasaw Presbytery, and it was expressly understood that his own Presbytery should approve the arrangement.

The report of the committee to whom was referred the organization of a church at Jewel’s Hill was adopted. That the request for said organization be granted and that a commission consisting of Rev. D. L. Barr, A. Neal, J D. Love, and M. F. Roberts be appointed to organize the church if the way be clear the
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4th Sabbath this month. The report of the Committee on the Directory of Worship recom​mended that Presbytery vote “no.” The report was adopted.

Presbytery then adjourned with prayer by Rev. D. L. Barr to meet at 7:30 p.m., April 10th.








Sunday, April 10, 7:30 p.m.

Presbytery met, called to order by the Moderator. Prayer by Rev. A. H. Barkley. Presby​tery then proceeded to the installation of Rev. A. B. Coit as pastor of the Enterprise Church. Rev. A. H. Barkley preached the sermon. The Moderator presided & propounded the constitutional questions. Dr. Raymond charged the pastor and Rev. A. H. Barkley the people. The minutes were then read & approved. 

Presbytery then adjourned with prayer to meet at Garlandsville, Miss. at 11 o’clock on Thursday before the first full moon in October.








Robert Morgan, Moderator.








E. E. Powe Clerk.

Attest: 

A. B. Coit, Stated Clerk








Garlandsville, Mississippi








Thursday, Sept 29th 1892

After a sermon by Rev. H. R. Raymond, D.D., the last Moderator present, Presbytery was constituted with prayer by Dr Raymond and on call of the roll the following ministers answered to their names: D. L. Barr, A. B. Coit, H. R. Raymond, J. W. Roseborough, E. B. Witherspoon, J. M. Smith. (B. F. Peters, received during session.)

On the call of the churches the following Ruling Elders were enrolled:

Bethel


W. A. Love

Erata


H. A. McLaurin

Good Hope

J. A. Buchanan

Garlandsville

Wm Boughton

Heidelberg

J. F. Smith

Meridian 1st

T. G. Holt

Montrose

B. D. Alexander

Alexander’s Chapel
J. F. Alexander
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Newton

S. M. Adams

Sandersville

George Thornton

Mt Moriah

Jas Chapman2
Pisgah


Wm McCurdy2
Hon. J. L. Smith was chosen Moderator and Maj. W. A. Love was elected Temporary Clerk. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved. The Standing Rules were also read.

The following Committee on Devotional Exercises was appointed: Rev. D. L. Barr, A. B. Coit & Wm Boughton.

The reasons of Rev. A. H. Barkley for absence from this meeting were sustained.

Rev. B. F. Peters having given satisfactory evidence of holding a letter of dismission from Louisiana Presbytery, which letter has been mislaid, Presbytery resolved to proceed to his examination with a view to his reception by this Presbytery—theology, church government, sacraments &c. His examination on the above subjects was sustained sepa​rately & as a whole and his name was ordered enrolled when he had signed the obligation (Page 395).

The commission appointed to organize a church at Alexander’s (or Jewel’s Hill), if the way be clear reported as follows: “Your commission appointed to organize a church at Alexander’s School House beg leave to report that on the fourth Sabbath of April the commission met and was [constituted] by prayer. Rev. J. E. Triplett was requested to assist in the organization. The church was organized with thirteen members. Mr. J. F. Alex​ander and Mr. Wm Cheek were elected and installed elders. Mr. J. A. Alexander and C. W. Alexander were elected & ordained deacons. The Church was named Alexander’s Chapel.








D. L. Barr, Chr.

Garlandsville, Sept. 29, 1892.

Presbytery adopted the report.

Committee on Devotional Exercises reported in part as follows. Sessions from 8:30 a.m. to 11 a.m. & from 2:30 to 5 p.m. Preaching at 11 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
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           Presbytery adjourned with prayer to meet at 8:30 tomorrow.








Friday, Sept. 30, 1892, 8:30 a.m.

Presbytery met and spent a half hour in devotional exercises. Presbytery was then constituted with prayer, roll called, minutes read & approved. 

The following Standing Committees were announced:

Bills & Overtures

J. M. Smith, T. G. Hall, B. D. Alexander.

Judicial

B. F. Peters, S. M. Adams, J. A. Buchanan.

Narrative

J. W. Roseborough, J. F. Alexander, H. McLaurin.

Minutes of General Assembly

Dr. H. R. Raymond, Geo. Thornton, Wm Boughton.

Leave of Absence

W. A. Love & J. F. Alexander.

Auditing

T. G. Holt.

Devotional Exercises

D. L. Barr, Wm Boughton & A. B. Coit.

Sermon & Essay

E. B. Witherspoon & Geo. Thornton.

Assessment for Commissioners’ Fund

E. B. Witherspoon, H. C. Smith & W. A. Love.

Statistics

D. L. Barr, J. A. Buchanan.

In response to a request from Lauderdale Church and Rev. A. H. Barkley’s communi​cation, Rev. A. H. Barkley was authorized to visit said church closed with evangelistic power.

A letter from Rev. Robt. Morgan was read to Presbytery and his request for a letter of dismission to South Alabama Presbytery granted. The matter in reference to the shortage in his salary in certain churches was referred to the Committee on Bills & Overtures.

On motion Standing Rule No. 17 was suspended as far as the M. & O. R.R. is concerned as it would not grant rates unless we had a much larger number passing over the road.

Elder Wm McCurdy appeared and was
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enrolled as the delegate from Pisgah Church.

Rev. Wm Hayne Leavell, commissioner to the General Assembly, reported by letter and report was received and his diligence commended. His expense account was referred to Com. on Bills & Overtures.

Hamilton Church was granted permission to employ Rev. G. H. Steen one-fourth of his time for $150.00.

The reading of the narratives was made the first order of the day for this afternoon.

The request of Aberdeen Church to employ Rev Geo. H. Steen for ¾ of his time at a sal​ary of $600 a year was granted.

Rev. H. R. Raymond was made chairman of Foreign Missions in place of Rev. P. Gowan who had left our Presbytery for Mississippi Presbytery.

Mr. Jno. Hall was received as a candidate for the ministry, transferred from Mississippi Presbytery & his name enrolled.

On motion Rev. H. R. Raymond, Rev. J. M. Smith & Rev. J. W. Roseborough were appointed a special committee to bring in a report on the relation of this Presbytery to Rev. Z. B. Graves.

Rev. J. W. Roseborough was appointed to act as Treasurer of Presbytery, pro. tem.

Delegate J. L. Chapman from Mt. Moriah Church appeared and his name was enrolled.

J. A. Buchanan, T. G. Holt & E. B. Witherspoon were appointed a committee on Syn​odical Evangelistic Fund.







           Presbytery took recess until 2:30 p.m.








Friday afternoon, 2:30

Presbytery met. The order of the day was taken up & narratives were read from Enter​prise Hamilton, Aberdeen, Sandersville, Erata, Hattiesburg, Bethel, Houston, Newton, Mt Moriah, Montrose, Heidelberg, Macon, Knox, and Starkville. Verbal reports were heard from Shiloh, Enon, Geneva, Meridian, Good Hope, Columbus, and Pisgah.
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Resolved, That the standing rule of Presbytery requiring two written narratives each year be so changed as to require narratives only at the Spring meetings and that the Fall meet​ings one hour or more be devoted to the free discussion of the state of religion within our bounds. When a church is not represented at the Fall meeting a written narrative will be required. The above resolution was adopted.

Z. B. Graves, p. 114. The special committee on the matter of Rev. Z. B. Graves recom​mend the following action, viz.: Rev. Z. B. Graves having signified his purpose to remain in connection with us, we the members of Presbytery express our renewed sympathy for and interest in him in his affliction and the hope that God in His providence may soon open the way to his restoration to health & usefulness & the full exercise of his ministry. Presbytery having learned that some misapprehension exists as to the effect of the papers given him at last meeting of this body, it is hereby affirmed that it was not the design of Presbytery in granting those papers to remove the restriction under which he had been placed on account of his condition. The Stated Clerk was instructed to inform Bro. Graves of this action and to request the return of said papers.









Signed by committee.

Adopted.

Rev. G. H. Steen was granted permission to labor in our bounds for the next six months.

A call from the Churches of Montrose and Alexander’s Chapel for the pastoral services of Rev D. L. Barr was referred to a committee consisting of Rev. J. W. Roseborough & Wm Boughton.

Aberdeen was chosen as the place for next regular meeting.

Presbytery then adjourned until 8 a.m. tomorrow with
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prayer by Rev. J. W. Roseborough.








Sat., Oct 1, 8:30 a.m.

Presbytery met and spent one-half hour in devotional exercises. Constituted with prayer. Roll called. Minutes of yesterday read & approved.


Report of Committee on Synodical Evangelism. Following report received & adopted. “Your Committee on the Synodical Evangelistic collection respectfully reports as fol​lows: Several churches have paid their proportionate share. Others have subscribed the amount asked by the committee. We would urge the churches who have not taken up collections for this purpose to do so as soon as convenient and make a liberal contribution to this important work.”

In response to a renewal of a request, formerly granted to organize a church near Sucar​nochee, a commission was appointed to organize said church if the way was now clear. Rev. D. L. Barr, E. B. Witherspoon & D. Morrison were appointed on this com​mission, & the time for meeting was set for 5th Sab. in Oct.

Calls from Montrose and Alexander’s Chapel were found in order by committee & placed in the hands of Mr Barr by Presbytery. He signified his acceptance.

The Committee on Bills & Overtures reported and the report was received, considered seri​atim, amended & adopted as follows: “Presbytery learns with regret that Rev Robert Morgan left Buena Vista, 2nd Meridian & Toomsuba Churches with a balanced unpaid on his salary. Presbytery instructs the Stated Clerk to write to Bro Morgan & get the exact amount due him from each of these churches, and then write to the churches calling on them to look into the matter and use every effort to meet their obligation to Bro. Mor​gan.”
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2nd. In regard to the request of Lauderdale Church, we recommend that request be granted and Rev. A. H. Barkley be granted evangelistic power pro. tem. to visit this church on 2nd Sat. in Oct., 1892, to call & moderate a congregational meeting for the election of a rul​ing elder or elders if the way be clear, and if an elder shall be elected, to ordain & in​stall such elders. In case no elder be installed, to receive members in the Church.

In regard to claim for expenses of Rev. W. H. Leavell, commissioner to General Assem​bly, “We recommend that the Treasurer confer with last commissioners to General As​sembly and arrange if practicable the matter of their expenses to Assembly.”

“The Committee on the Minutes of the Assembly would report the following items as requiring the attention of Presbytery: Overture sent down to Presbytery, page 414 in Book of Discipline, Ch. 9, Sec. 10. Three additions are proposed. The committee recom​mend the adoption of all these changes. On page 437, in Form of Government, Ch. 5, Sec. 3, Par. 1, a substitution is proposed. The committee recommend the adoption of this change. The committee recommend that the Stated Clerk notify the churches by publica​tion in the S.W. Presbyterian of the following items in the Assembly’s minutes: Page 434, as to persons to be reported as non-communicants. Page 436, that the 4th Thursday of February be faithfully observed as a day of prayer for youth in our schools & colleges. Page 448, in regard to the Sabbath schools using our own church literature & making regular offerings for the Assembly’s causes. Page 462, the action of the Assembly on the subject of temperance.”








H. R. Raymond, Chm.


The above report was adopted.

The following Statistical Report was
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adopted. “Statistical Report of Tombeckbee Presbytery to Synod of Mississippi: We have 13 ministers, have received one minister and dismissed one. We have ordained one licen​tiate. We have 49 churches and have organized one church. We have four candidates, have received one candidate by letter from Mississippi Presbytery. The next meeting of Presbytery will be at Aberdeen. Our Stated Clerk is Rev. A. B. Coit of Enterprise, Miss.”








Respectfully submitted,








D. L. Barr, Chm.


“Your committee on Presbyterial Sermon & Essay respectfully report as follows: Presbyterial Sermon—Rev. B. F. Peters, Alternate: W. E. Keller. Essay: Hon. S. L. Wil​son, Alternate: Prof. A. N. W. Smith. Subject of Sermon: Christian Assurance. Subject of Essay: The Duty of Sessions to Send Delegates to Presbytery.








E. B. Witherspoon, Chm.

Presbytery then took recess until 2:30 this afternoon.








Saturday, 2:30 p.m.

Presbytery met. Report of Committee on Commissioners’ Fund was adopted & is as fol​lows:

Meridian First


10.00


Enterprise

2.00

Hattiesburg


  2.50


Geneva

1.00

Ellisville


  1.50


Meridian 2nd

1.00

Knox



  3.00


Vernal


1.50

Macon



  3.00


Salem


1.00

Enon



  1.00


Newton

1.50

Shiloh



  1.50


Garlandsville

1.00

Purvis



  1.00


Lawrence

1.00

Pisgah



  1.00


Montrose

1.00

Heidelberg


  1.50


Mt Moriah

1.00

Sandersville


  1.00


Carolina

1.00

Good Hope


  1.00


Lauderdale

1.00

Erata



  1.00


Toomsuba

1.00

Philadelphus


  1.00


Wahalak

1.00

[119]

DeKalb


  1.00


Center Point

1.00

Pleasant Springs

    .50


Pendleton

  .50

Bloomfield


    .50


Barr’s Chapel

1.00

Louisville

 
    .50


Leakesville

  .50

Starkville


  5.00


Crawford

  .50

Aberdeen


  5.00


Okolona

2.50

West Point


    .50


Hamilton

1.50

Hamilton


  1.50


Unity


1.00

Bethel



  1.00


Houston

1.00

Houston


  1.00


Buena Vista

1.00

Friendship


  1.00


Okolona

1.00








E. B. Witherspoon, Chm.

The committee on call of Heidelberg Church reported same in order & it was placed in Rev A. B. Coit’s hands & he was given permission to retain the same until the Spring meeting.

The installation of Rev. D. L. Barr as pastor of Montrose & Alexander’s Chapel was referred to Committees on Devotional Exercises, which in due time reported as follows: that installation services take place in Garlandsville Presbyterian Church, Sunday, Oct. 2, 1892. Rev. H. R. Raymond to preach the sermon and propound the constitutional questions and Rev. B. F. Peters charge the pastor & Rev. J. W. Roseborough, the people.








D. L. Barr, Chm.

The above was adopted.

Mrs. W. V. Hariston of Columbus was appointed chairman of the Ladies’ Presbyterial Benevolent Society in place of Mrs McCabe, resigned, and Mrs. C. Benoit, in place of Mrs. Hale, resigned.

The following Narrative was adopted: The Committee on narrative made the following report, which was adopted: Nearly all our churches are regularly supplied with the preached Word, and the attendance upon the sanctuary is good, as reports from the majority of the churches show.

Special outpourings of the Holy Spirit have been enjoyed in quite a number of our churches. The Synodical evangelist, Rev. G. E. Chandler, has labored with marked success in several of our churches. The sessional reports lead us to believe that there has been a general improvement in the Church, and over two hundred members have been added to the Church since last report. The general deportment and growth in grace [sev​eral lines following are illegible]
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There seems to be but little Sabbath desecration among our people, while they have honored the Lord with their substance liberally in some cases, meagerly in others, while some of our people have yet to learn the grace of giving—“that it is more blessed to give than to receive.”

Intemperance and worldly amusements seem to be on the decrease in most of our churches.

Little religious instruction is being given to the colored people, chiefly because they pre​fer their own preachers and Sabbath-schools. But may we not gravely ask the question, “Are we, as a Church and as individual Christians, doing as much for the race as we ought to do, and as much as the account in the great day may demand?”

The salaries of the pastors have been paid fully in the main, while a few churches report small amounts unpaid.

The destitute are too much neglected, and we all must see that it is high time for Zion to awake and put on her strength.

We are filled with devout thankfulness for what the Lord has done for us, while His good​ness and His mercies, combined with His promises and commandments, bestir us to greater zeal and consecration in His service. “Son, go work in my vineyard to-day.” “The night cometh when no man can work.”

The usual resolution of thanks was adopted. 

The Treasurer’s Report was approved and is as follows: Received of the following churches these sums for Presbyterial assessments:

Erata


4.00



Newton

3.60

Montrose

2.30



Good Hope

2.50

Shiloh


2.00



Heidelberg

3.00

Ellisville

1.50



Sandersville

3.00

Pisgah


3.00



Starkville

9.00
Hattiesburg

5.00



on hand
          38.90








J. W. Roseborough.

Presbytery then adjourned with singing, prayer & apostolic benediction, to meet at Aberdeen, at 11 o’clock on Thursday before the 1st full moon in April.








J. F. Smith, Moderator.








W. A. Love, Clerk.

Attest: A. B. Coit, S. C.

Examined in Synod at Baton Rouge, La., Nov. 6, 1892 and approved.








Frank W. Lewis, Moderator.








Meridian January 30, 1893

Presbytery met in pro re nata session, called in compliance with Par. 8, Sec. 4, Chap. V of the Book of Church Order, at the call of the Moderator. 

Rev. E. B. Witherspoon was chosen Moderator and Mr. J. C. Houston, Clerk.

Present: Rev. Wm Hayne Leavell, D. L. Barr, E. B. Witherspoon, Elders: J. R. Mitchel & J. C. Houston.

At his own request Rev Wm Hayne Leavell was dismissed to Brazos Presbytery, Texas. There being no further business to occupy the time of Presbytery, 
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Presbytery adjourned with singing, prayer and the apostolic benediction to meet at Aber​deen, Miss., on Thursday before the first full moon in April








E. B. Witherspoon, Moderator.








J. C. Houston, Clerk.

Attest:

A. B. Coit, S. C.








Aberdeen, Miss., March 30th 1893








Thursday, 11 a.m.

Presbytery met pursuant to adjournment, in the Presbyterian Church of Aberdeen, Miss. The opening sermon was preached by Rev A. B. Coit in response to the request of Hon. J. F. Smith, the retiring moderator, after which the Rev. E. B. Witherspoon the last moder​ator present called the Presbytery to order & it was constituted with prayer.

Roll was called & the following ministers & elders found present:

Ministers


Elders


of 

Churches

Rev. A. H. Barkley

J. W. Lee



Aberdeen

Rev. D. L. Barr

W. H. Perkins



Columbus

Rev. A. B. Coit

J. H. Peden



Friendship

Rev. Wm E. Keller

E. A. White



Heidelberg

Rev. H. R. Raymond

T. W. Scott



Houston

Rev. E. B. Witherspoon
W. E. Baskin



Meridian 1st




J. R. Mitchel2



Meridian 2nd




H. H. Rowell



Sandersville





W. B. Aiken



Starkville





W. J. Stockett2



Okolona





J. C. Crosby



Hamilton





L. Carlisle2



West Point

Rev. D. L. Barr was elected Moderator & Mr. W. E. Baskin, clerk.

Capt. J. W. Lee was appointed on Committee on Devotional Exercises & Rev. G. H. Steen requested to assist him.







Presbytery took recess until 2 o’clock p.m.







At 2 p.m. Presbytery met.

The minutes & Standing Rules were read, and the following Standing Committees were announced by the Moderator:

Judicial—H. R. Raymond & W. H. Perkins.

Bills & Overtures—E. B. Witherspoon & J. W. Lee.

Narrative—A. H. Barkley & E. A. White.

Minutes of Synod—W. E. Keller & T. W. Scott.

Auditing—A. B. Coit & W. B. Aiken.

Sermon & Essay—E. B. Witherspoon & J. W. T. Peden.

Statistical—H. R. Raymond & J. R. Mitchel.

Leave of Absence—J. W. Lee & H. H. Rowell.

Committee on Church Records—A. H. Barkley & E. A. White.

Rev. Z. B. Graves returned his letter to this Presbytery & submitted a paper on “Afflic​tion” which was heard with deep interest by Presbytery. Rev. W. E. Keller was appointed to bring in a paper in reference to Mr. Graves & the following paper was submitted & passed: “A communication from Rev. Z. B. Graves was read and the committee ap​poin​ted to express the mind of the Presbytery touching the same would respectfully report that it is keenly gratified at his deep sense of the Presbytery’s sympathy for him in bearing their part of the mutual affliction left by the Head of the Church to us all, and Presbytery acknowledges with renewed interest the great principle of burden-bearing set forth in the communication with all the glorious results here & hereafter potentially pres​ent in God’s purposes of grace towards His Church. The scriptural posture of mind pre​sented in the paper is ours and that given to us by our Lord and we invoke upon our bro​ther grace, mercy & peace from God the Father, Son & Holy Ghost. That the committee hereafter to be named be requested to correspond with the Committee of Publication in Richmond, Va., with reference to the publication of said communication in tract form, and if ar​range​ments can be made, such profits as arise from sale of it to be appropriated to our afflicted brother’s use. (2) Your committee which was appointed to prepare & present a minute concerning the case of Rev. Z. B. Graves would report as follows: Whereas said Bro Graves has hereto​fore been placed under certain restrictions with reference to the exercise of his ministerial functions on
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on account of a serious and afflictive mental infirmity and whereas he is now a patient in the East Mississippi Asylum for the care of his person and treatment of his disease, and whereas expert testimony relative to his distressing mental condition, and the cause of irregularities of conduct has been presented which fully satisfies the mind of the Brethren of this Presbytery that unlawful use of intoxicating stimulants is not the exciting cause of mental aberration, but that it is the effect of hard work & overwork: Therefore resolved that said restrictions were placed on the Rev. Z. B. Graves not for the purpose of judicial discipline, but for the twofold purpose of preserving his health and the order of our Church, that they now be removed and the minute ordering them be considered as ex​punged and the said Bro. Graves be affectionately committed to the fraternal care of a committee consisting of Rev. E. B. Witherspoon, A. H. Barkley & A. B. Coit, whose duty it shall be to counsel, advise & comfort him until his health be fully restored so as to jus​tify his resumption of his valued work in the holy ministry. Resolved, That Presbytery now expresses its love, sympathy & esteem for our brother in his dire affliction, and ex​tends to him the hand of its help, folds over him the arm of its defense and here & now pro​tests against all insinuations & charges unofficially made against him, and Presbytery in his behalf pleads before the whole Church his grievous affliction under the Divine Hand, as the reason why these should be forever silenced. Resolved, That as the afflic​tions that have smitten our Bro. Graves render him at the present unfit to attempt the work to which he has consecrated his energies & life, he is recommended to the com​mittee of the Invalid Fund for aid to the amount of $150.00.








Respectfully submitted,








W. E. Keller, Chm.

Narratives were made the order of the day for Friday, 9 a.m.

Petition of Pisgah Church presented by E. A. White was referred to Committee on Bills & Overtures.
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The following overture from Heidelberg Church Session was referred to the Com. on Bills & Overtures: The session of Heidelberg Church, in session this day would overture Presbyteries as follows—‘Is dancing by church members as that matter is generally under​stood or social dancing as it is commonly practiced at dancing parties in private houses, prohibited or allowed by the Presbyterian Church?’ ‘Or what is the status of the Church as to law, sentiment and usage on that subject’









By order of Session,









A. N. W. Smith, Clerk.

Answered as follows:

That Presbytery discountenances dancing as an amusement that is against the Word of God and the honor of Christ, and the matter of the discipline of those who engage in it is remitted to the hands of the Church Sessions with the counsel of Presbytery that they always be dealt with in the loving and gentle spirit of Christ, for their salvation, and for the authority of this action, reference is made to the deliverances of General Assembly.

A very encouraging report from the Woman’s Committee of Beneficence of our Presby​tery was referred to a committee consisting of W. E. Keller & E. A. White & the fol​low​ing resolution adopted on the committee’s unanimous recommendation: “That the re​port be filed away and the diligence, zeal & Christian earnestness of these consecrated bands of women be cordially commended.”

The commission appointed to organize a church at Rush’s Mill in Kemper County re​ported & the report was adopted and is as follows: “Near Sucarnochee, Kemper County, Miss., Oct. 30, 1892. Commission met. Present Rev. E. B. Witherspoon, D. L. Barr & D. Morrison. In our judgment the way being clear we proceeded to the organi​zation of the church. Eight presented themselves for membership and after having
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answered the constitutional questions were declared an organized church. Mr. Frank Groves was elected & ordained an elder. The way not being clear just then, the election of a deacon was postponed. The church was named Barr’s Chapel.








     Respectfully submitted,







D. L. Barr, E. B. Witherspoon, D. Morrison.

Said church was ordered enrolled.

Upon motion Presbytery was resolved into committee of the whole to consider matters pertaining to Rev. Z. B. Graves. After full & free discussion a committee consisting of W. E. Keller, H. R. Raymond, E. B. Witherspoon & E. A. White were appointed to re​port at 2 o’clock tomorrow afternoon (See report recorded above in connection with matters pertaining to Z. B. Graves.)








Presbytery adjourned with prayer.








Friday, 8:30 a.m.

Presbytery met. After a half hour of devotional exercises, was called to order & consti​tuted with prayer by the Moderator. Roll called. Minutes read, corrected & approved.

Elder L. T. Carlisle of West Point & W. J. Stockett of Okolona appeared and their names were enrolled.

Rev. George Steen of Chickasaw Presbytery was invited to sit as a corresponding mem​ber and was introduced to Presbytery.

Narratives were read from the following churches: Carolina, Hattiesburg, Columbus, Knox, Aberdeen, Lauderdale, Alexander’s Chapel, Lawrence, Erata, Macon, Friendship, Good Hope, 1st Meridian, 2nd Meridian, Heidelberg, Montrose, Mt Moriah, Newton, Okolona, Sandersville, Houston, Starkville, Pleasant Springs, Bloomfield and Hamilton, and were referred to Committee on Narrative.
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           Presbytery took recess until 2:30 p.m.

At 2 p.m. Presbytery met. 

A committee was appointed to form a report for the S.W. Presbyterian of the Z. B. Graves matter & said report (See p.p. 122 and 130), was made & forwarded.

The committee to whom was referred all the Sessional records reported & the following was adopted:

Sandersville records; approved as written to page 19 with the following exceptions—on page 16, a meeting of Session is recorded without date being given.

Knox records approved as far as written with the following exceptions—the report (if any) of the delegate to Presbytery to the Session is not noted in the minutes. The reports to Presbytery are not recorded.

Aberdeen records—approved as written to page 21 with the following exceptions. It does not appear that the book was examined by Presbytery at its last spring meeting.

Starkville records—approved as written to page 212.

Enterprise records—approved as written to page 33.

1st Meridian records—approved as written to page 293, with the following exceptions. Page 280, meeting of Session of June 15, 1892 was not closed with prayer.

Houston records—approved as written to page 85.

Hamilton Church—approved as written to page 54, with following exceptions. Book has not been before Presbytery since 1890.

Okolona Church records—approved as far as written.

The request of Friendship Church for permission to employ Rev. W. V. Frierson was pre​sented, and was referred to committee consisting of J. W. Lee, D. L. Barr & W. H. Perkins, who were to report by 9 a.m. tomorrow.

The request of Meridian 2nd to employ Rev. D. L. Barr was referred to Committee on Bills & Overtures.
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Mr. J. C. Crosby was enrolled as the delegate from Hamilton Church.

Okolona was chosen as the place for the Fall meeting.

The following delegates to the General Assembly were chosen: Rev. D. L. Barr—Alt. Rev. A. B. Coit. Elder J. W. Lee—Alt. T. W. Scott.

The joint request of Rev. J. M. Smith & the existing pastoral relation was granted & the & the Stated Clerk was instructed to notify the church. A letter of dismission was granted to Rev. J. M. Smith to join the Dallas Presbytery.

Bloomfield Church was granted permission to employ Rev. M. J. McLean.

Resolved, That Rev. W. E. Keller, with consent of his session, be requested to visit Oko​lona & preach one Sabbath in May, J. W. Roseborough one Sabbath in June, Rev. A. H. Barkley one Sabbath in July, E. B. Witherspoon one Sabbath in August, Dr H. R. Ray​mond, one Sabbath in Sept., Rev. A. B. Coit one Sabbath in Oct, Rev. D. L. Barr one Sab​bath in November. This arrangement to be discontinued when Okolona Church se​cures a pastor or supply.

The Committee on Records of Synod respectfully report as follows: That on page 326 is found the suggestion of the propriety of organizing and fostering Presbyterial schools. This suggestion is recommended to the favorable notice of Presbytery, and also to its approval and adoption, and that this report be published in the abstract of minutes.







Respectfully, W. E. Keller, Chm.

The above report was adopted.

The report of the chairman of Education was received & adopted: The report is not among Presbytery’s papers—S. C.—see next page.

Rev. J. M. Smith having left our Presbytery, Mr W. H. Perkins was chosen to take his place as chairman of Education & Rev. J. W. Roseborough was associated with him on the committee.
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Good Hope Church was granted permission to employ Rev. B. F. Peters.

Rev. E. J. Currie was granted permission to labor within our bounds.

Rev. M. J. McLean’s reasons for non-attendance were sustained.

The matter of the communication of the American Bible Society were referred to a committee consisting of Mr. E. A. White & J. R. Mitchel with instructions to report at an early date.

Presbytery then adjourned with prayer to meet at 8:30 Saturday morning.








Saturday morning, 8:30 a.m.

Presbytery met. After half an hour spent in devotional exercises, Presbytery was consti​tuted with prayer. Roll called. Abstract of minutes read & corrected.

The committee appointed to consider the request of Friendship Church for the services of Rev. Mr. Frierson, recommended that the matter be held in abeyance for thirty days in the hope that there may be a minister employed to supply the group of churches, viz.: Oko​lona, Friendship & Houston who will be acceptable to all. If not consummated within that time permission is hereby given Mr. Frierson to labor within our bounds until next meet​ing of Presbytery, and Friendship be allowed the privilege of employing him as stated supply. Report approved.

Report on Education: To Tombeckbee Presbytery—The Committee of Education can only make a very partial report for want of information. The churches forward their col​lections directly to the Central Committee. As I have had no recent communication from Dr. Richardson I cannot report how many churches have taken up the collection. Up to the 1st of January the churches had largely failed to forward their collections. Your com​mittee by a postal to each session tried to impress the importance of this collection. As a rule
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year by year more than two-thirds of our churches do not report any collections for this cause. This is a matter of such great importance that Presbytery should in some special way call attention of pastors & sessions to it. Our candidates, Robt. Campbell & Gus Hall are in school—the former at Clarksville, the latter at French Camps. Their reports show them to be making commendable progress in their studies. Their standing in class and de​portment is good. These young men have been in need of funds. Had it not been [illegible word] furnished them from private sources they could not have remained in school. They will need further help in order to enable them to remain in their places until the end of the session without involving themselves in debt. They have received from the Central Com​mittee [an amount] far too small for their expenses. Your committee would suggest that some​thing be done to enable them to remain in their classes till the close of the ses​sion and keep them out of the embarrassment of debt. In correspondence with them I find they fully appreciate the value of time, and are anxious to complete their preparation, that they may enter the work to which they have given their lives. The above report is respect​fully submitted.





J. M. Smith, Chairman of Education for Presbytery.

Report approved.

The committee reported & the report was adopted—that Presbytery is heartily in accord with the great cause represented and fostered by the American Bible Society, and we urge upon pastors and sessions and all our people the importance of this great work of dis​seminating the Word of God and that we earnestly recommend that the Assembly’s recommendation be complied with, and that collections be taken as soon as convenient.







Respectfully submitted,







E. A. White, Chm.
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On motion a committee was appointed to visit West Point Church, consisting of Dr Raymond, Rev. A. H. Barkley & Mr W. H. Perkins (to look after its general welfare).







Presbytery then took recess until 2 p.m.

At 2 p.m. Presbytery met and resumed business.

The committee to whom was referred the matter of Rev. Robt. Morgan reported & the Stated Clerk was instructed to notify Mr Morgan that Presbytery had made an effort to reconcile the matter and had failed.

The Treasurer submitted his report which was audited, approved and is as follows: The Treasurer would beg leave to submit the following report.

Cash on hand per last report


22.65

Rec’d from Temporary Treasurer

22.15

Columbus Church Pres. Tax


19.00

Returned Commissioners Fund

  9.90

West Point Pres. Tax



  1.00






74.70

Disbursements

Stated Clerk’s salary



12.50

Mr Leavell’s Assembly Expenses

25.00

Stationery expenses & stamps

  2.75

Blank Reports




  3.25

Expenses of Installation Committee

  5.00






48.50

Balance on hand



26.20

Commissioners’ Fund at Recent Sessions

Starkville 5, Crawford 2, Meridian 2nd 1. Friendship 1. Hamilton 2.50. Montrose 1. Alex​ander’s Chapel 1. Newton 1.50. Mt Moriah 1. Lawrence 1. Good Hope 1. Erata 1. Toom​suba 2. Lauderdale 1. Shiloh 1.50. Aberdeen 5. Pleasant Springs 1. Heidelberg 1.50. West Point 1. Okolona 2.50. Scooba 3.00. Sandersville 1.
38.00.

Paid Commissioners
38.00.








Respectfully submitted,








A. H. Barkley.
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On motion, Meridian 2nd was granted leave to employ Rev. D. L. Barr for ½ of his time at a salary of $450 for 12 months.

The permanent committee on Colored Evangelization reports

1. That several of the ministers and churches and candidates of Ethel Presbytery are in the territory covered by our own body.

2. That their need is such as to appeal to the liberality of our churches & people.

3. We recommend that the permanent committee be authorized to appeal to our churches not only to remember the stated collection in December & to aid when possible in sup​plying the wants of these colored churches in their own bounds.








H. R. Raymond.

The above was received & adopted.

The permanent committee on Foreign Missions would report the following resolutions to be published in the abstract of the minutes: Resolved, in view of the inviting fields so rapidly opening in the providence of God for the extension of our foreign missions work the ministers & churches are hereby urged to use every proper means to increase the con​tributions to this object and to this end secure an enlarged circulation of The Mission​ary, a monthly journal of our church devoted to the foreign missionary cause.








H. R. Raymond, Chm.

The above resolution was adopted.

Carolina Church was permitted to employ Rev. D. L. Barr ¼ of his time at a salary of $125.00 a year for 12 months.

The following report on Home Missions was received & approved. “We have asked and received aid for Mrs. Nannie Smyth, Mrs. Mary E. Emerson & Mrs. Mary Peden. On account of lack of funds only ¾ of the 2nd installment has been paid. We would be glad if the churches would make an earnest effort to make their collections larger. We have re​ceived from the Sustentation Fund aid for Revs. M. J. Mclean, H. C. Smith & B. F. Peters. The demands are greater than the supply. With
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due appreciation of the hardness of the times, we recommend to churches and individuals to make a free will offering and to supply the Treasurer with funds. We have received from the Evangelistic Fund 25.00 which enables your committee to reach churches which otherwise would have no preaching. Rev. G. E. Chandler, Synodical Evangelist, has labored in our bounds for six months most acceptably. We have been allowed $50 for Toomsuba from the Church Erection Fund. We recommend the work to the earnest & prayerful attention of Presbytery.”

The communication of Synod’s Executive Committee was referred to the Chairman of Home Missions.

Sandersville Church was granted permission to employ Rev. A. B. Coit for 12 months at a salary of $150.

A commission consisting of Rev. W. E. Keller, Rev. B. F. Peters, Rev. H. C. Smith & Elders W. E. Baskin & E. A. White was appointed to install Rev A. B. Coit as pastor of Heidelberg Church (and that the commission designate the duty of each member thereof), on the 3rd Sabbath in May, if the way be clear. 

A resolution of thanks was passed.

On motion a commission consisting of Revs. E. B. Witherspoon & A. B. Coit & Elders W. E. Baskin & J. Y. Lipscomb to examine & receive under care of presbytery candi​dates for the gospel ministry.

A commission consisting of Rev. A. B. Coit, Rev. B. F. Peters & Elder E. A. White was appointed to organize a church near Liberty, Jones County.

Stated Clerk was instructed to notify churches which had not sent Commissioners’ Fund to forward same.

The committee on Sermon & Essay recommended & Presbytery appointed Rev. A. B. Coit to preach the Presbyterial Sermon. Subject: Regeneration. Alternate: Rev. H. C. Smith. Rev. A. H. Barkley to write the Essay on “The Relation of the Individual Church to the presbytery & Jurisdiction of Presbytery over Church.” Alternate: Dr. H. R. Ray​mond.
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The Committee on Statistics report that the Presbytery of Tombeckbee has 11 ministers and 4 candidates, and comprises in its bounds 51 churches. During the last year it has organized & enrolled the churches of Alexander’s Chapel and Barr’s Chapel, and dis​mis​sed the following ministers: Rev. J. M. Smith to Dallas Presbytery, Rev. Robt. Mor​gan to South Alabama Presbytery, and Rev. Wm Hayne Leavell to Brazos Presby​tery. Received Rev. B. F. Peters from Louisiana Presbytery. The next stated meeting will be held at Oko​lona.








H. R. Raymond, J. R. Mitchel, Com.

Presbytery then adjourned with singing, prayer & apostolic benediction to meet at Oko​lona, Miss., on Thursday before the first full moon in October.








D. L. Barr, Mod.








W. E. Baskin, Clerk.

Attest: 

A. B. Coit, S. C.








Meridian, Miss., May 15th 1893

Presbytery met pursuant to a call issued in accordance with Form of Government, Book of Church Order, Par. 8, Sec. 4, Chap. V. Constituted with prayer.

Present: Rev. A. H. Barkley, D. L. Barr, W. E. Keller, A. B. Coit, Z. B. Graves, E. B. Witherspoon. Elders S. Abernathy & J. C. Houston.

The Rev. D. L. Barr., Moderator stated the object of the meeting to be the consideration of Rev. W. E. Keller’s request for the dissolution of the pastoral relation existing between himself & the 1st Church of Meridian, the church concurring & to grant him a letter of dismission. His request was granted. The following paper expressive of the mind of the body was passed. 

“The Presbytery takes pleasure in commending Rev. W. E. Keller to the Presbytery of Louisville, as one whose association with us has been pleasant and helpful. We commend him as a gentleman by birth, a Christian by grace, a scholar by education, and an able Presbyter and strong & successful
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minister of the New Testament by the gifts of the Holy Spirit. We shall miss his [illegible word] presence from among us and his gentle spirit in our friendly intercourse no less than his amenities & graces in our sessions of Presbytery and his earnest labors in our bounds. We commend Brother Keller to the Louisville Presbytery.”

Presbytery adjourned with singing, prayer & benediction.








D. L. Barr, Mod.








A. B. Coit, Clerk.








Okolona, Miss., 








Thursday, Oct 19 [1893]

Presbytery met. The opening sermon was preached by Rev. D. L. Barr, last moderator, and was by him called to order and constituted with prayer. Roll called and the following members were found present:

Ministers




Elders

D. L. Barr




J. W. Lee, Aberdeen

A. B. Coit




J. B. Peden, Friendship

H. R. Raymond



J. R. Mitchel, Meridian 2nd 

J. W. Roseborough



C. F. Neel, Montrose.

B. F. Peters




J. C. Crosby, Hamilton

F. R. Graves3




L. T. Carlisle,3 West Point







W. H. Perkins,2 Columbus







T. W. Scott,2 Houston







J. E. Lane,2 Osborn







R. E. Murdock, Okolona

Elder J. W. Lee was elected Moderator and Elder J. C. Crosby, Clerk.

Rev. J. A. Mecklin, D.D., of Central Miss. Presbytery and Rev J. E. Hobson of Paris Pres​bytery [Texas] were invited to sit as corresponding members.

Rev. J. E. Hobson & Elder R. A. Murdock were appointed Committee on Devotional exercises. The following hours of meeting were fixed: 9 a.m. & 2:30 p.m. & 7 p.m.







Presbytery then took recess until 2:30 p.m.
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Presbytery met. The following committees were announced by the Moderator:

Bills & Overtures—D. L. Barr, J. F. Smith & B. F. Peters.

Judicial—Dr. H. R. Raymond and W. H. Perkins.

Narrative—Rev. J. W. Roseborough & Elder C. F. Neel.

Leave of Absence—J. B. Peden & J. R. Mitchel.

Statistics—T. W. Scott & J. R. Mitchel.

Minutes of General Assembly—B. F. Peters & R. E. Murdock.

Auditing—J. F. Smith & J. B. Peden.

Assessments for Commissioners’ Fund—A. B. Coit & J. B. Peden.

Sermon & Essay—W. H. Perkins & C. F. Neel.

Minutes of last meeting were read.

Mr F. R. Graves, a candidate for the ministry was received from Macon Presbytery. At his request necessary steps were taken for his licensure. After producing satisfactory evidence of his good moral character and of his being a communicating member of the Church in regular standing, the Presbytery then proceeded to examine him as to his experimental acquaintance with religion and the motives which influenced him to desire the sacred office, and also as to his knowledge of the Latin language and the original lang​uages of the Holy Scriptures. Also on mental philosophy, logic and rhetoric, on ethics, and the natural and exact sciences. The examination on theology was begun, to be con​tinued tomorrow morning. The candidate was also required to preach a sermon at 11 a.m. tomorrow: Text: John 14 ch. 6 vs.

10 a.m. tomorrow was made the hour to hear Rev. J. A. Mecklin in regard to Presbyterial schools.

Presbytery then adjourned until 9 a.m. Friday morning.









        Closed with prayer.








Okolona, Miss., Oct 20, 1893

Presbytery met. Devotional exercises were conducted by Rev. J. E. Hobson. The Presby​tery was then called to order by the Moderator and opened with prayer.
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Roll called and members were present who were recorded yesterday.

The Rev. N. G. Augustus of the M. E. Church was invited to sit as a visiting brother.

Elder T. W. Scott of Houston Church appeared and was enrolled.

The examination of Mr. F. R. Graves was continued on theology and on ecclesiastical history, the sacraments and church government. The different parts of trial having been sustained his examination was sustained as a whole.

Rev. J. A. Mecklin, D.D., then spoke in behalf of the presbyterial schools at French Camp, Miss.

Rev. J. W. Roseborough & Col. J. F. Smith were appointed a committee to report to this body concerning the address of Rev. J. A. Mecklin, D.D., on the Presbyterian schools at French Camps.

The Latin thesis and Greek exegesis of Mr F. R. Graves were submitted to a committee, viz.: Rev. B. F. Peters & Dr H. R. Raymond.

Elder W. H.  Perkins appeared and was enrolled.

Mr. Graves then delivered a lecture before Presbytery as a part of trial, at 11 he preached a sermon.







Presbytery took recess until 2 o’clock.









2 o’clock p.m.

Presbytery met & was called to order.

Elder J. E. Love of Osborn appeared and was enrolled. The committee to whom was re​ferred the Latin Thesis and Greek Exegesis recommended their approval as parts of trial.

“The commission appointed to install Rev. A. B. Coit as pastor of Heidelberg Church would report that they performed that duty in regular order on 3rd Sabbath in May 1893. Dr. Keller preached the sermon. Rev. B. F. Peters presided & propounded the constitu​tional questions and delivered charges to pastor & people.”








B. F. Peters, Chairman.

Report was adopted.
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The committee appointed to report on Dr Mecklin’s address reported as follows: Re​solved, That Presbytery has heard with pleasure the address of Rev J. A. Mecklin, D.D., touching our schools at French Camp, and we desire to express our gratitude both for the existence and faithful work of these schools, also would we commend them in high terms to all our people, and urge upon them to encourage & sustain these institutions by their prayers, sympathy and patronage.








Respectfully submitted,








J. W. Roseborough, J. F. Smith.

Report approved.

The committee appointed to visit West Point Church reported that it was impracticable to do anything at this time. Committee was discharged.

Examination of Mr F. R. Graves taken up. Criticisms upon sermon were offered and com​​​mendatory remarks upon both sermon & lecture. On motion the entire examination and parts of trial were sustained. 

The Presbytery then proceeded to his licensure. At request of the Moderator, Dr. Ray​mond presided & propounded the required questions. The candidate having answered these questions in the affirmative and prayer having been offered, the Presbytery pro​ceeded to license him as follows: At Okolona, Miss., the 20th day of Oct. 1893, the Pres​bytery of Tombeckbee having received testimonials in favor of candidate F. R. Graves of his having gone through a regular course of literary studies, of his good moral character, and of his being in the communion of the Church, proceeded to take the normal parts of trial for his licensure & he having given satisfactory proof of his accomplish​ments in literature as to his experimental acquaintance with religion
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and as to his proficiency in divinity & other studies, Presbytery did & hereby does ex​press its approbation of all these parts of trial, and he having adopted the Confession of Faith and satisfactorily answered the questions appointed to be put to candidates to be licensed, the Presbytery did and hereby does license him the said F. R. Graves to preach the gospel of Christ as a probationer for the holy ministry within the bounds of this Pres​bytery, or wherever else he shall be orderly called.

A call from Aberdeen Church to be pastor of that church was then placed in his hands & accepted by him. The following resolution was then adopted. Whereas Licentiate F. R. Graves has been examined during our present sessions on all the parts of trial required for licensure embracing trial sermon and whereas all has been unanimously approved and he has been duly licensed and whereas a pastoral call from Aberdeen Church has been referred to a committee, found in order & put in his hands and accepted by him, it was resolved that Presbytery hereby considers and accepts these parts of trial as satisfactory and sufficient for the purpose of proceeding to his ordination. 

Presbytery deeming it not expedient to ordain him at the Aberdeen Church it has agreed to ordain him at 7 p.m. this day. The following committee was appointed for this purpose: Rev. J. W. Roseborough to preach the sermon, the Moderator to preside & propound the constitutional questions, Rev. A. B. Coit to give the charge to the minister.

Rev. D. L. Barr, commissioner, reported that he had attended the meeting of the General Assembly and voted. His diligence was commended & report received.
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Report of Committee on Education was made the first order of the day for Saturday. 

Rev. M. J. McLean’s reasons for absence from this meeting of Presbytery were sustained.

Revs A. B. Coit & B. F. Peters & Elders Jas McLaren were appointed a committee to receive Mr. Lamar Ferguson under care of Presbytery as a candidate for the gospel minis​try.

Osborn Church was granted leave to employ Rev J. A. Mecklin ¼ of his time for six months at a salary of $50.00 & traveling expenses.

Meridian 2nd was granted leave to employ Rev. A. H. Barkley as stated supply for six months at a salary of 30.00 per month for half his time.

Houston Church was granted permission to employ Rev. J. E. Hobson ¼ of his time for six months at a salary of $150 a year. 

Also Macon to employ Rev. J. E. Hobson six months $15 per Sabbath.

Hamilton to employ Rev. F. R. Graves 12 months at $150 per annum.

Ellisville to employ Rev. E. J. Currie 6 months at $150 per annum.

Hattiesburg to employ Rev. E. J. Currie 6 months at $150 per annum.

Friendship to employ Rev. Frierson 6 months at $150 per annum.

Rev. J. E. Hobson requested permission to labor within our bounds.

Macon was chosen as the next place of meeting.

The matter concerning Rev Z. B. Graves being called, Rev. A. B. Coit, a member of the committee under whose care he was placed reported. On motion the matter was referred to a committee consisting of Rev. B. F. Peters, A. B. Coit, Dr. H. R. Raymond and Col. J. F. Smith.

A commission consisting of A. B. Coit, Rev. B. F. Peters & Elder E. A. White to or​ganize a church in Jasper County reported that on Saturday before fourth Sunday in June 1893, they did duly organize a church named Liberty in Jasper County. Mr Wm Mc​Crarey and Wm Eddy were chosen elders. There were 12 members. Commission opened with a sermon & closed with prayer.








A. B. Coit, Chm.

Report sustained & church enrolled.








Presbytery took recess till 7 p.m.

[140]








Friday, 7 p.m.

Presbytery met. By the request of the Moderator, Dr Raymond took his chair. Presbytery then proceeded to ordain Rev. F. R. Graves. Dr. Raymond presided & propounded the constitutional questions. Rev. J. W. Roseborough preached the sermon, and Rev A. B. Coit charged the minister after he was set apart by prayer & the laying on of hands of the Presbytery.

Presbytery adjourned with prayer to meet Saturday morning at 9 a.m.









Saturday, 9 a.m.

Presbytery met. After half hour devotional exercises, was constituted with prayer. Roll called & found present as on yesterday. Minutes of yesterday read, corrected & approved.

Committee of Education reported & report was adopted. At the time of the Spring meeting of Presbytery this year at Aberdeen, we had under our care 5 candidates for the ministry, viz.: Robt. L. Campbell, William Augustus Hall, John Alexander Lowe, Wil​liam P. Patrick, and J. B. Lindsey (colored). Robert L. Campbell spent the vacation preach​ing at Fayette and Harriston, Miss., and has returned to Clarksville. William Augustus Hall has been teaching during the summer, was able to save a small sum $25.00 on which he returned to French Camps. If the Central Committee should furnish him $25.00 which is doubtful he will need considerable help. He writes that he will stay as long as his money holds out and if nothing is done he can return home. “I still have a dear conviction,” he wrote some months ago, “that it is my duty to preach the gospel. The Lord has so fixed it upon my mind. I hardly think that He would prosper me in anything else that I should undertake.” John Alexander Lowe withdrew from the Presbyterian Church last August and united with the Methodist Church at Tupelo. Since this
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he has moved to Texas and is reported to be in very bad health. Wm. P. Patrick wrote to your committee under date of Sept 15: “I am sorry to say I will not be able to attend school again. I have had an affliction of the throat for some years which gives me much trouble now.” J. B. Lindsey, colored, has completed his course at Tuscaloosa is highly esteemed by his instructors. He has offered himself as a missionary to the Congo Free State and has been endorsed by the faculty. He has been doing mission work at or near his home. Also P. O. [?] Miss., near Heidelberg Miss. & at Canton, Miss. The Presbytery has received under its care since our last meeting through a commission of which Rev. A. H. Barkley was chairman, Thomas Funk Kimbrough & Ormond Pattillo Kimbrough, candidate for the ministry from Kemper County who have entered French Camps and their names have been given to the Central Committee for aid. This Presbytery now has under its care four candidates for the ministry, viz.: Robt L. Campbell at Clarksville, Wm Augustus Hall at French Camp. T. F. Kimbrough at French Camp, O. P. Kimbrough at French Camp. Your committee recommends that funds contributed by our churches for this cause be disbursed by our own committee and not by the Central Committee as here​tofore.








W. H. Perkins, Chm.

The Treasurer of Educational Com. report accompanied by vouchers showed $33.30 had been received and disbursed by him. The whole report was received & approved. On motion Rev. D. L. Barr & W. E. Baskin were added to the Committee on Education. Au​d​iting Com. approved Treasurer’s report.

A free conversation on the state of religion was made the 2nd order of the day for this afternoon.

Rev. A. B. Coit, Rev. D. L. Barr & Elder C. T. Neel were appointed a commission to
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install Rev F. R. Graves pastor at Aberdeen, the commission to arrange the several parts among themselves.

Elder L. T. Carlisle appeared and was enrolled as the elder from West Point Church.







Presbytery then took recess for 10 minutes.

After recess Presbytery met and the Presbyterial sermon on Regeneration was preached by Rev A. B. Coit.







Presbytery then took recess until 1:15 p.m.

At 1:45 Presbytery met and was called to order by Rev. J. W. Roseborough.

Reasons for absence of Rev. A. H. Barkley were sustained.

Okolona Church was granted permission to employ Rev J. E. Hobson for ½ of his time at a salary of $350.00 per annum.

The committee appointed on the assessments for the Commissioners’ Fund reported that they had fixed at the same amounts as last year. Approved.

A paper referring to Home Missions and Publication was referred to a committee con​sisting of Elder W. H. Perkins.

The committee appointed on the matters pertaining to Rev. Z. B. Graves reported the following resolutions which were adopted. Whereas: The conduct of Rev. Z. B. Graves a member of this Presbytery has been such as to reflect on the church of Christ, and Whereas, with patience we have borne with his irregularities, attributing them to mental infirmity for five or more years. Resolved, That while abstaining from any judicial action in his case, would most earnestly protest against being held responsible in any way for his conduct and owing to the fact of his serious mental disturbance and irregular conduct con​nected therewith since the Spring meeting of Presbytery at Aberdeen, Presbytery hereby enjoins him from the exercise of any ministerial functions and that the Stated Clerk publish this action in our church papers and also furnish Mr Graves
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with a certified copy thereof.

In a letter from F. L. McCormick to Rev. H. R. Raymond preferring a claim on Presby​tery for certain expenditures at Monroe, La., made for Rev. L. B. Graves, it was resolved that Presbytery, without asserting any pecuniary obligation in this matter would hereby authorize the chairman of the Com. of Home Missions to apply to the Central Committee at Atlanta for the sum of $100.00 to be committed to the care of Rev. Cyrus Harrington to pay first what he (Rev. C. H.) deems to be just & proper in settlement of said claims and the balance to be used for Bro Graves necessities conditioned upon his remaining with his relatives in Rapides Parish, La., for the recovery of his health.

The following Statistical Report was adopted. [The report is blotted out.]  

The Committee on the Minutes of the General Assembly would report that on page 27, Presbyteries are urged to see that the churches under their care are reminded of the “Bible Cause.” On page 39 we are directed respecting the vote on the Directory of Worship to the report of the same. In accordance with the above action Presbytery would particularly urge on all our churches to contribute to the Bible Cause & to all the objects of church work & that they so organize their work of beneficence as to adopt the day designated by the Assembly and generally adopted by the churches. Adopted.

Auditing Committee approved the re-
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port of the Chairman of Education.

Committee on Essay & Sermon recommended that Rev. D. L. Barr, alt. Rev. F. R. Graves, preach the Sermon on the “Doom of the Wicked.” Rev. A. H. Barkley was re-ap​pointed to write Essay, alt. Dr H. R. Raymond, on subject: “The Relation of the Individ​ual Church to Presbytery and the Jurisdiction of Presbytery over the Individual Church.” Report was adopted.

The report on the Narrative was adopted. “Your Committee on Narrative of Tombeckbee Presbytery, after receiving written reports from some ten or twelve of our churches, and after listening to the free conversation on the subject of religion in our bounds, would say that fidelity of our ministers and church officers is commendable, while the attendance on the ministrations of the sanctuary is good, and probably there is growth in this matter. There have been outpourings of the Spirit on several of our churches, and about sixty mem​​bers have been added to the Church, mostly on profession of faith, since our last reg​ular meeting. The Sabbath schools report generally faithful work on the part of their mem​bers and officers. Catechetical and Bible instruction [are] generally honored to some ex​tent. Family worship [is] too much neglected in all our churches. Observance of the Sabbath generally gratifying, and most of the churches are honoring the Lord with their substance. Little intemperance among our people. Little or no instruction of colored peo​ple. Pastors salaries generally paid.”

Order of the day was then taken up, viz.: a conference on the state of religion. The roll was called and verbal reports on the state of religion were made. 

The following request was granted. We the session of Lawrence Church request of the Church Erection Fund one hundred dollars through you for repairs on said church.

A resolution of thanks was adopted and ordered read from the pulpit on Sabbath.

The Revised Directory was referred to a committee consisting of Rev. F. R. Graves, Rev. J. W. Roseborough, and Elder J. F. Smith to report at next meeting.

On motion the Stated Clerk was instructed to notify the Sec. of Education of our action in separating from the General Educational Committee.

Elder J. W. Lee, commissioner to the General Assembly reported attendance. His report was received & his diligence commended.

Report of J. W. Roseborough, Treasurer pro. tem., was made & approved. Presbytery then adjourned with singing, prayer and the apostolic benediction to meet at Macon, Miss., according to standing rule.








J. W. Lee, Mod.








J. C. Crosby, Clerk.

Attest: 

A. B. Coit, S. C.
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Examined in Synod at Napoleon Ave. Presbyterian Church New Orleans Nov. 25th 1893.

Approved so far as written with the exception that part of the records are not written but consists of printed slips posted in the book & record should be written.








W. A. Alexander, Moderator








Meridian, Miss.








Dec. 22, 1893

Presbytery met in response to a call issued in accordance with Form of Government of Book of Church Order, Par. 8, Sec. 4, Ch. V. Constituted with prayer. Roll called.

Ministers present:


Elders



From

Rev. D. L. Barr


Hon. J. H. Neville

Meridian 1st.

J. W. Roseborough


W. H. Perkins


Columbus

A. B. Coit



J. R. Mitchel


Meridian 2nd 

A. H. Barkley

The moderator stated the object the object of the meeting to be 1st. To receive Rev J. E. Jones from the Presbytery of Central Mississippi to place the call of the 1st Presbyterian Church of Meridian in his hands, and if the way be clear, to proceed to his installation as pastor of said church; 2nd. The licensure & ordination of Mr J. B. Lindsey; 3rd. To counsel with Rev. J. W. Roseborough with reference to his purpose of leaving Tombeckbee Pres​bytery.

Hon. H. H. Newell was elected Temporary Clerk.

Rev. J. E. Jones presented his letter of dismission from Central Miss. Presbytery. It was received and Mr Jones was examined on theology, experimental religion & church gov​ernment & his examinations severally & as a whole were sustained.

Mr. J. R. Mitchel entered & his name was enrolled as the delegate from Meridian 2nd.

Rev. J. E. Jones was then received as a member of Tombeckbee Presbytery and the Stated Clerk ordered to enroll his name. The call of the First Presbyterian Church of Meridian for the pastoral
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services of Rev. J. E. Jones was presented to Presbytery & referred to a committee composed of Rev. A. H. Barkley & A. H. Coit to see that it was in order. Said committee was appointed by the Moderator. The above committee reported that the call was in order & it was placed in Mr. Jones’ hands. Mr. Jones signified his acceptance and Friday night was set for the installation services, and the following appointments made for that oc​casion, viz.: Rev. A. H. Barkley to preside & propound the constitutional questions, in​cluding giving the charge to the pastor; Rev. D. L. Barr to give the charge to the people; Rev. J. W. Roseborough to preach the sermon; Rev. E. B. Witherspoon entered and was enrolled.

Presbytery then proceeded with the licensure of candidate J. B. Lindsey (col.) under the head of extraordinary cases. His examination on experimental religion, English language, theology, church history & government & sacraments were severally sustained. On mo​tion 2:30 p.m. was fixed as the hour to hear Mr Lindsey’s sermon.

Presbytery then took recess until 2:30 p.m.








Presbytery met at 2 p.m.

Rev. J. W. Roseborough asked Presbytery to dissolve the relation existing between him​self & the Columbus Church. Mr Perkins on behalf of the church protested against this action. A committee consisting of Rev. J. E. Jones, J. H. Newell & A. H. Barkley were appointed to consider the matter and report to Presbytery as soon as practicable.
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At 2:30 p.m. J. B. Lindsey preached his trial sermon. His sermon as a part of trial was sustained [as was] his examination as a whole. He was then licensed & ordained. There was no separate ordination examination as he had just stood his examination as a licen​tiate. He expected to go as a missionary to Africa & was ordained as an Evangelist. Rev. J. E. Jones by appointment delivered the charge to candidate Lindsey. On motion the name of J. B. Lindsey was ordered enrolled by the Stated Clerk.

The committee appointed to consider the request of Rev. J. W. Roseborough for a dis​solution of the pastoral relation existing between himself & the Columbus Church re​ported as follows: That it be not granted. Signed by the full committee. The report of the committee was received & adopted.

At seven p.m. Presbytery met and Rev. J. E. Jones was installed pastor in accordance to the arrangements made & recorded page 146. 

The minutes were read & approved. Presbytery then adjourned with singing, prayer & apostolic benediction to meet at Macon according to Standing Rule No. 5.








D. L. Barr, Mod.








J. H. Neville, Clerk.

Attest:

A. B. Coit, S. C.
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Macon, Miss., Thursday, April 12th 1894

Presbytery met at 11 o’clock a.m. and was opened by a sermon by F. R. Graves. Pres​bytery was called to order by Rev. D. L. Barr, the retiring moderator and opened with prayer. Roll was called and the following ministers and elders were present.

Ministers 



Elders



[Church]

A. H. Barkley



W. H. Holmes


Aberdeen

D. L. Barr



J. M. Ware


Starkville

A. B. Coit



N. A. Campbell

Columbus

F. R. Graves



J. Y. Lipscomb

Knox

J. E. Jones



A. F. Dent


Macon

M. J. Mclean2



J. R. Mitchel


Meridian 2nd 

H. R. Raymond


T. J. Holt


Meridian 1st 

E. B. Witherspoon


R. A. Murdock

Okolona






W. J. Stephenson

Lauderdale






J. W. Carter


DeKalb






L. T. Carlisle


West Point






T. W. Scott


Houston






A. Pierce


Ellisville

Rev. F. R. Graves was chosen Moderator and A. F. Dent, Clerk.

The following Committee on Devotional Exercises was appointed: Rev. J. E. Hobson, R. Hauenstein, J. W. Patty, and A. M. Dinsmore.

Presbytery then took recess until 2 p.m.

At 2 p.m. Presbytery met. Minutes of previous meetings were read, including last regular and called meeting. Standing rules were also read, and the following committees ap​pointed:

Bills and Overtures—D. L. Barr, E. B. Witherspoon, Jr. J. R. Mitchel.

Judicial—Rev. M. J. McLean, W. A. Holmes, D. L. Barr.

Narrative—Rev. J. E. Jones, R. A. Murdock and W. A. Campbell.

Records—Rev. A. H. Barkley, W. J. Stephenson.

Leave of Absence—T. G. Holt, Rev. A. H. Barkley, and J. W. Carter.

Auditing—J. M. Ware, A. B. Coit, J. Y. Lipscomb.
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Minutes of Synod—Rev. H. R. Raymond.

Hearing the narratives was made the order of the day for 10 o’clock Friday. 

Rev. J. E. Hobson was invited to sit as a corresponding member. 

Presbytery on motion will hold an adjourned meeting at Okolona on Apr. 24th at 11 o’clock a.m.

A communication from J. W. McLaurin representing the American Bible Society was read. In compliance with his request therein contained Presbytery appointed Rev. F. R. Graves to represent the Bible cause among us, and remind the churches to take a col​le​c​tion for this cause at the appointed time.

The report of Education Committee was made the second order of business for Friday.

A letter from J. W. Roseborough requesting a dissolution of the pastoral relation between the Columbus Church and himself, and his dismission to Lafayette Presbytery, Mo., was read. The church concurring, his request was granted. The paper from Columbus Church was referred to the Committee on Bills and Overtures.

Rev. B. F. Peters sent his reasons for absence, which were sustained. Dr. Raymond led the Presbytery in prayer for the recovery of Bro. Peters, and the clerk was ordered to ad​dress a letter of condolence to him.

On motion the commission appointed to receive and examine all candidates for the ministry was continued until fall. Rev. B. F. Peters, A. B. Coit and James McLaurin were on this commission.

On motion Mr. Gavin (col.) who expressed to Presbytery his desire to study at Tusca​loosa preparatory to entering the ministry, was referred to above commission.

Essay was made 3rd order of the day for Friday.

Rev. H. R. Raymond, D.D., was elected a commissioner to Gen. Assembly, Rev. A. H. Barkley, alt.
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Elder R. A. Murdock was chosen delegate also, with L. T. Carlisle, alt.

Presbytery then adjourned with prayer to meet at 9 o’clock a.m., Friday.








Friday, 9 a.m., Apr. 13th 1894.

Presbytery met and spent half an hour in devotional exercises and was constituted with prayer. Minutes of yesterday were read and approved. 

Pleasant Springs Church requested aid to the extent of $75 in employing Rev. M. J. Mc​Lean. The following resolutions were adopted. All applications for aid from churches be left in the hands of our Home Mission Committee, provided such applications meet the approval of Presbytery, and that said committee grant such amounts of the funds as [are] in hand, and if not so much, then as much as the committee has funds to grant. Further, that our Home Mission Committee be directed to allow aid to such churches only as shall employ with the three following conditions—1st. That said church be faithful in its pecun​iary obligations to its ministers; 2nd. That church take collection for our Home Mis​sion work; 3rd. That the church be represented in our courts unless providentially hin​dered.

Louisville, Bloomfield and Pleasant Spring Churches requested permission to employ Rev. M. J. McLean. Request granted by Presbytery. 

Committee on Sabbath Schools were appointed by the Moderator, consisting of F. W. Scott, J. W. Ware and J. R. Mitchel.

On motion, Mrs. C. Benoit’s resignation as chairman of Ladies Beneficent Society is accepted.

On motion, Bro. Spencer of the Baptist Church was invited to sit as a visiting brother.
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Narratives were then read as the first order of the day, and referred to the Committee on Narratives.

On motion the 2nd order of the day was passed over, and the reading of the Essay was taken up. Rev. A. H. Barkley read his essay, which on the call of the roll, was discussed by both ministers and elders, and a copy was requested for publication in the South Western Presbyterian.







Presbytery took recess until 2 o’clock p.m.

Presbytery met. Reports were made [in regard to] Standing Rule of Presbytery  No. 3. Report of Educational Committee made as follows: Appointed by you at the meeting of Presbytery in Okolona, Oct. last, we have during these six months received in cash as follows:

From Lewis T. Carlisle

3.00

Rev. J. W. Roseborough

1.00

Enon Church



3.60

Aberdeen Church

          11.00

W. H. Lee



5.00

Columbus Church                             18.42

Garlandsville



2.00

Newton



4.40

Okolona, Macon & Houston
          15.08

Knox



          10.00

Hattiesburg

                      12.40

Meridian First Special

          10.00

Starkville

                      11.90

Carolina



7.10

Hamilton



5.00

Shiloh




5.00

Montrose



3.10

Alexander’s Chapel


3.80

Mount Moriah



2.60

Louisville



2.40

Wahalak



5.75

Heidelberg

                      10.00

Mrs. E. Trimble

            5.00
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Vernal Church



2.75

Rev. H. C. Smith


2.25

Lawrence Church


3.65

In addition to the above, sixty-two dollars was subscribed on the floor of the called meeting of Presbytery, Dec. 22nd last at Meridian for the instruction of Lamar Ferguson for one year under private teachers. This matter has been, and is now, under the control of a committee consisting of Rev. B. F. Peters, Rev. A. B. Coit and Elder McLaurin, and is preliminary to the receiving of Bro. Ferguson regularly under the care of Presbytery, if the way be clear. Of this amount:

Meridian 1st Church subscribed
2.00

Rev. D. L. Barr gave


5.00

Rev. E. B. Witherspoon

5.00

making a total of two hundred and twenty-eight dollars contributed by your churches for the Education of young men for the ministry during the six months past.

Of the fund thus received by your committee there has been paid as evidenced by vou​chers filed herewith,

To R. L. Campbell at Clarksville      70.00

W. A. Hall at French Camps
          30.00

O. P. Kimbrough                               20.00

T. T. Kimbrough

          20.00

James B. Lindsay (colored)
          10.00

Postage, stationery, & incidentals      9.00

Balance in hand in cash
           7.20




     $166.20

On disbursing the funds, your committee has followed the example set by the Central Committee, in the matter of the relative amount given to the student in the S.W. Pres. Uni​versity
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as against the amounts given to those in the academy at French Camps. We beg to report that the three students, viz.: A. M. Hall, G. P. Kimbrough and T. T. Kimbrough are now at French Camps. R. L. Hall is at the S.W.P. University, and James B. Lindsey is at the Colored Institute at Tuscaloosa. Bro. Lindsey said he would not, after receiving the $10 paid him last December, make any further demand upon us, so that we have but the four white students, as named above, under our care. They are all in good health and making cred​itable progress in their studies. For the year ending in May 1893, the Central Com​mittee of Education, reported to the Gen​eral Assembly that it had received from the Tom​beckbee Presbytery $145.48; besides which, it received between May and the sitting of Presbytery in Oct. when your commit​tee was appointed, the sum of $25.56, making a total received by the Central Committee in eighteen months of $167.14 of which the two stu​​dents then under our care received $110.00. By these comparative statements you will perceive that we are gaining ground, and we earn and we earnestly hope that this will stim​​ulate the brethren in all our churches to double their diligence, and double their gifts in the day to come. And our boys all come of worthy families who are poor in the world’s goods. They are studious and stand well in their classes. They need help and encourage​ment, and our church is in need of more educated ministers.








W. H. Perkins, Chairman








J. W. Roseborough








D. L. Barr








W. E. Harkins.

Report received, and approved and audited.
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Presbytery discussed the cause of Education. Mr. Perkins tendered his resignation. Pres​by​tery declined to receive [it]. The committee was continued, and Rev. F. R. Graves was added to it in place of Rev. J. W. Roseborough who leaves the Presbytery. 

Miss Minnie Mills of Columbus was chosen chairman of Ladies Beneficent Society in place of Mrs. Benoit, resigning.

On motion it was ordered that the action of Presbytery heretofore taken, with reference to a Ladies Beneficent Society be published in the South-Western Presbyterian, and Stated Clerk is ordered to furnish a copy of previous minutes as early as practicable.

Mr. R. L. Nicholson of Mount Moriah Church was examined respecting his experimental acquaintance with religion, and the motives which influenced him to desire to enter the gospel ministry, which examination was entirely satisfactory, and Mr. Nicholson was received as a candidate under the care of Presbytery.

Louisville was chosen as the place for the Fall meeting of Presbytery.

The session of Columbus Church took issue with Presbytery in regard to certain excep​tions made in approving their records, which was referred to the Committee of Bills and Overtures who reported as follows: We find exceptions 1 and 4 on page 95 a mistake, and recommend these exceptions stricken out. In regard to exception 3rd we find the book neatly kept.

Whereas Bro. W. H. Perkins expects to engage in colporteur work, therefore, Resolved that we commend him to our churches most heartily and pray God’s blessing upon his labors. Presbytery further authorizes Bro. Perkins to present the cause of Education
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to such of our vacant churches as he may come in contact with in his labors as colporteur and raise funds for same.

A communication from J. B. Lindsey was referred to committee of [indecipherable words].

Hattiesburg and Ellisville Churches requested Presbytery to hold a called meeting, to receive Mr. Currie, & to install him as pastor. Presbytery agreed to hold said meeting when necessary.

The following resolution by Bro. Raymond was adopted. Resolved that Standing Rule No. 2 be modified so that the topics of the Narrative shall be conformed to those of the Assembly, and that all previous action of Presbytery inconsistent with this be hereby rescinded.

Your Committee on Bills and Overtures to which the Columbus Sessional complaint of exceptions taken to the Record Book has been examined. We find exceptions 1 and 4 on pages 95 a mistake and recommend these exceptions be stricken out. In regard to exception 3rd, we find the book neatly kept but a record of unimportant facts made with pencil.








D. L. Barr, Chm. comm.

The committee appointed to examine and report on the revised Directory of Worship beg leave to submit the adoption of the Directory as a whole. Adopted without exception.





Adjourned with prayer until 9 o’clock Saturday morning.








Saturday, April 14th 1894.

Presbytery convened at 9 o’clock. After half hour of devotional exercises the minutes of previous day read and approved. 

The Committee on Home Missions submitted the following:

The Invalid Fund. We made application for Mrs. Mary Peden for $75.00, Mrs Nannie Smyth $50.00, and Mrs Mary E. Emerson $50.00. The 1st installment was paid in full. Of the 2nd 35% was paid. If collections are sent in, the amount will be increased. Mrs Mary E. Emerson instructed your committee to send the amount appropriated to her to her son in Baltimore. This was done but the letter was never called for. The sum of $25.00 was appropriated to Bro. B. F. Peters who was
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sick and unable to work. The Central Committee answered us once for all that they would never make an appropriation for Rev Z. B. Graves.

Sustentation Fund

Revs. M. J. McLean, H. C. Smith and B. F. Peters were aided during last year. The collections were very small. We received about $160.00, being about 50% pf the amount asked for. Rev. M. J. McLean was allowed $110.00, the remainder to Rev H. C. Smith and B. F. Peters. We have received up to date $50 of [e.g., from] S. C. Caldwell, Sec. of Synod’s Home Mission work. Our work will be carried on through this committee hereafter. Appeals have been made to stir the churches Some responded, but some have not.

Church Erection

Appropriation was made for $100.00 as instructed by Presbytery for Lawrence Church. $35.00 was appropriated on certain conditions which were not accepted by this church. Adopted.








E. B. Witherspoon,







Chm. Comm. of Home Missions

Report of Committee on Colored Evangelization received and adopted: That facts and financial exhibits of the Executive Committee at Birmingham show continued advance in the methods of management. The colored churches are making substantial gains in mem​bership. We regret to learn that the Ex. Com. at Birmingham are embarrassed on account of failure of churches to send in contributions. The institution at Tuscaloosa is in an ex​cel​lent working condition, having 25 Presbyterian students enrolled during the ses​sion. Resolved that this Presbytery approve and commend the fidelity and diligence of the Assembly’s Executive Committee at Birmingham. Resolved that we feel more and more the importance of fostering the general work of the colored churches and Presbyterians in the bounds of our Assembly, and that our ministers and churches be affectionately urged to secure regular and liberal contributions to the colored Evangelist[ic] fund.








H. R. Raymond, Chm. Comm.

The discussion of the grouping of churches was made a special order for 3 o’clock p.m.

On motion, leave of absence was granted Rev J. E. Jones and W. A. Murdock until 2 ½ o’clock.







On motion a recess of 5 minutes was taken.

Presbytery convened. Sermon by Rev D. L. Barr on the Doom of the Wicked, after which Moderator announced that Presbytery was now ready to hear comments on same, and after some comments, on motion the thanks of Presbytery were extended to Rev D. L. Barr for the forcible presentation of the subject.
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Treasurer made report as follows: 

Receipts and disbursements to amount of $37.70 of Presbytery tax.

Receipts and disbursements to amount of $57.10 of Commissioners’ Fund.








A. H. Barkley, Treasurer.

Report on Sessional records was made first thing at evening session.

On motion Presbytery took recess until 2:30 o’clock p.m.








Presbytery met at 2:30 p.m.

Committee on sessional records report the following exceptions:

West End Church Meridian approved to page 66 with exceptions: 1st. Session remains open from Oct 11/’91 to Dec 27/’91 and from Dec 1891 to Mch 27/’92; 2nd. Minutes not approved by session; 3rd. Five meetings of session reading back to Sept 24th 1893 are not recorded as seen by original minutes found loose in the book; 4th. Delegate was elected to Presbytery at and by a meeting of the congregational, page 65; 5th. No report of delegate to Presbytery; 6th. The record book has not been before Presbytery since 1891.

Okolona records approved except: 1st. The book is not paged; 2nd. Minutes not approved by session; 3rd. No report of delegate to Presbytery and no election of one to Synod.

Ellisville Church—Sessional business reported without a Session present, pp. 11 & 12; the names of S. J. Pearce and G. D. McCormick appear in minutes (p. 13) as elders but no account of their election and ordination to office; congregational business appears in body of records set apart for sessional business.

Newton Records approved except as appointment of delegate to presbytery and Synod last fall and members were received on examination with no record to show which were bap​tized and which were not.

Mount Moriah records show Elder installed but no record of election. No report of dele​gate to Presbytery. Minutes of Session not approved.

Hamilton church records show a person was invited to preside who is neither a minister or elder. Session neither opened or closed with prayer.

Sandersville session have not been held regularly quarterly meetings as the Book of Church Ordinance requires. Session meets and transacts business without the names of the elders present.

Montrose—members were received by letter without showing of what church letter was granted. Made no report to Presbytery and no approval of minutes by Session.

[158]

1st Church Meridian shows following exceptions: 1st. Absentees are not noted; 2nd. No notice taken of members rec’d on examination, whether they were baptized or not; 3rd. No record of delegates appointed or reports adopted to Presbytery in Spring 1893; 4th. Re​ports to Presbytery were not adopted, no record of reading and approving minutes.

Barr’s Chapel failed to adopt and send to Presbytery reports separate from the narrative.

Alexander’s Chapel record does not show any delegate to Synod and no report from delegate to Presbytery.

Enterprise records show meeting Dec 10/’90 opened without prayer; minutes not read and approved by Session.

Houston records show business transacted without Session present;; is irregular.

Louisville—Page 63 minutes not signed and meeting not closed with prayer, and no delegate appointed to either Presbytery or Synod since April 1885 until April 8th 1894. The book has not been before Presbytery since 1885.

Macon minutes show 2 elders ordained and session not constituted until the ordination was concluded and the minutes are not approved by Session at any of the meetings.

Aberdeen Session met Mch 29/’94 and did not close until Apl 10th; a brother was invited to sit with Session who was neither minister or elder.

Revs D. L. Barr, Witherspoon and Holt were appointed to select Com. on Presbyterial Essay and Presbyterial Sermon, make report as follows: [Sermon:] “Relation of Baptized Children to the Church:” Rev J. E. Jones, F. R. Graves, alt. Essay: “Duties of Deacons:” Rev H. R. Raymond, Rev. H. C. Smith, alt.

“The Stated Clerk was instructed to find out the ecclesiastical position of the Ackerman Church.” See page 163.

On motion the chairman of Home Missions was instructed to correspond with the churches with reference to grouping them.
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The following resolution was unanimously adopted: Whereas that Presbytery (by a ref​ere​nce of the whole matter to it by the Session of Crawford Church which was in​comp​etent to act for want of a quorum) at the request of J. W. Cavanah, an Elder of said Church did without censure or any form of complaint, at his request grant some 15 years ago the said J. W. Cavanah leave to demit the office of Ruling Elder and Whereas the said J. W. Cavanah is a devout Christian man whose walk and conversation commend him to the confidence of God’s people in the church of which he is a member as well as the churches contiguous thereto, and, Whereas it is the earnest wish of the majority of the membership of his church that he should resume the office and duties of elder & that such a step will be pleasing in the whole church and J. W. Cavanah feels it his duty as an humble follower of Jesus Christ to comply with the wishes of the people as well as from his own convictions of duty to serve the Master henceforth in the capacity of an elder if the way be clear and the Presbytery so decides, Wherefore Resolved that the Presbytery do and hereby does hereby restore said J. W. Cavanah to the office of Ruling Elder in the Crawford Presbyterian Church and to all the functions of the office.

The following report was adopted: 1st. In reference to the communication of Red River Presbytery that this Presbytery request the Stated Clerk to furnish the said Presbytery of Red River with a certified copy of our action concerning the Rev Z. B. Graves last fall; 2nd. In reference to the case of J. B. Lindsey we would report that we find nothing re​quiring any action on the part of this Presbytery.

The following Narrative was read and approved: We have reports from 26 of our 56 churches, and upon examination of these reports we find the following order presented in the following facts. Attendance upon the ministration of the word good and encouraging with special manifestation of God’s Spirit among the members of our churches. Several accessions to membership but number not reported. In the majority of our churches the deportment of members and growth in grace are good, and should stimulate and encour​age us. A little more than half report that members are faithful in laboring in the Sunday school and in other church work.
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More than half report that catechetical and Bible instruction are given in the Sunday school, but with 3 or 4 exceptions neglected in the families. Only 3 report that family worship is generally observed, while a few others say it is observed by a few. Sabbath observance with but 2 exceptions is reported good. These reports clearly indicate that our people must be growing in the grace and honoring the Lord with their substance, as 19 out of 26 are reported as being faithful in this duty. Intemperance, worldly amusements, and other forms of sin it would appear from these reports, are losing their hold upon our people while some of them exist to some extent. Six report some special effort to reach the spiritually destitute around them. In the light of these facts we find some things to en​courage us, we are proud to say, but some things to discourage us. But as God’s people try​ing to do our duty we should never be discouraged. It is ours to do the best we can and leave the rest with God. Therefore we may find excuse for sorrow and repentance in the light of these facts, and hence we should be led to repentance and confession and then let us start anew and undertake in God’s name to correct the evils and improve that which seems to us good. Our hearts grow sad over the neglect of family altars, but what can we say that has not been said to awaken our people in this line? Let us continue to instruct our people in this line and plead with them, and God will sooner or later bless us & them. One of the encouraging features in the growth of our people is the grace of giving. Let God be praised.








J. E. Jones, Chm. Comm.

Your Committee on Minutes of Synod report that it has not been able to secure a copy of those minutes and cannot therefore make any recommendations.








H. R. Raymond, Chm. Comm.

Your Committee on Leave of Absence report leave granted to Dr W. J. Stephenson after 5 p.m. Thursday, W. A. Campbell after 5 p.m. Friday, T. W. Scott after 12 p.m. Friday, and L. T. Carlisle after 12 p.m. Friday.








T. G. Holt, Chm. Comm.
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Committee on Bills and Overtures recommended that: Rev Z. B. Graves remain where he is until next meeting of Presbytery, that the members of Presbytery be requested to assist & aid them [e.g., Graves and family?] in their destitution, that the Stated Clerk send copy of this action to Rev Z. B. Graves and that the matter be referred to the Home Mission Committee.








D. L. Barr, Chm. Comm.

The following resolution was adopted. Resolved that this body return its warmest thanks to the families of Macon that have extended such generous hospitality to members of this Presbytery and that it be read from the pulpit tomorrow.

Motion adopted allowing session of Lauderdale Church permission to transcribe the minutes into a new book.

Minutes were approved, and Presbytery adjourned with singing, prayer and apostolic benediction to meet at Okolona, Miss., on Tuesday after 4th Sunday in April 1894.








F. R. Graves, Moderator








A. F. Dent, Clerk.

Attest: 

A. B. Coit, S. C.








Okolona, Miss., 








Tuesday, April 24, 1894

Presbytery met pursuant to adjournment and was opened with prayer by the Moderator, R. R. Graves. Members present: Revd’s A. H. Barkley, A. B. Coit, H. R. Raymond, D.D., & A. B. [Coit], and Elders R. A. Murdock of Okolona and A. F. Dent of Macon Churches.

A letter of dismission of Rev J. E. Hobson of the Presbytery of Paris, Tex., to this Presby​tery was read. Presbytery then proceeded to the examination of Bro Hobson on experi​mental religion, theology, and church government, all of which examination being sus​tained. Rev J. E. Hobson was received as a member of Presbytery, and his name enrolled, he having affixed his name to the obligation.

Rev N. G. Augustus of M. E. Church South and Rev J. W. Gillroy of the Baptist Church were invited to seats as visiting brethren.

A call from the Okolona Church for the pastoral services of Rev J. E. Hobson for one-half of his time, promising him a salary of $350.00 was read and placed in his hands, and he having signified his acceptance of the same, the Presbytery fixed the time of his in​stall​ation tonight at 8 o’clock. The Moderator was appointed to preach the sermon, pre​side our propound the constitutional questions. Rev A. H. Barkley to deliver the charge to the pastor and Rev H. R. Raymond the charge to the people.
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Presbytery took recess until 2 o’clock p.m.

2 o’clock p.m. Presbytery met. Members present as this morning. 

The Macon Church asked permission to employ Rev J. E. Hobson one-half his time at a salary of $360.00 per annum until the next stated meeting of Presbytery which was granted.

The Temporary Clerk being absent Rev A. H. Barkley was elected in his stead.

The Corresponding Member of the Assembly’s Committee of Home Missions was in​structed to use all due diligence to supply our vacant churches until next meeting of Pres​bytery. 

Presbytery then took recess until 8 o’clock p.m.








8 o’clock p.m.

Presbytery met and proceeded to the installation of Rev H. E. Hobson pastor of Okolona Presbyterian Church in accordance with provisions of the Form of Government.

The minutes were then read, corrected and approved, and Presbytery adjourned with sing​ing, prayer and the apostolic benediction, to meet at Louisville, Miss., on Thursday be​fore the 2nd Sunday in October 1894.








F. R. Graves, Mod.








A. F. Dent, Clk.

Attest:

A. B. Coit, S. C.
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Louisville, Miss., Oct 11, 1894

Presbytery met pursuant to adjournment in the Presbyterian Church of Louisville. Rev. D. L. Barr the last moderator present preached the opening sermon from Ps. 45, v. 2, after which Presbytery was constituted with prayer by Rev D. L. Barr.

The following ministers & elders were present.

Ministers



Elders



from

Rev. A. H. Barkley


Baker Smith


Lauderdale

Rev. D. L Barr



Sam’l Abernathy

2nd Meridian

Rev. J. E. Hobson


C. C. Watkins


Carolina

Rev. J. E. Jones


W. L. Fox


Enterprise

Rev. M. J. McLean


J. A. McRea


Bloomfield



Rev. H. R. Raymond, D.D.

A. P. Smith


Louisville

Rev. E. B. Witherspoon

S. L. Henderson

Pleasant Springs

Rev. W. S. Jacobs2


W. B. Aiken


Starkville






W. H. Perkins


Columbus






L. T. Carlisle


West Point






W. J. Stockett


Okolona






L. L. Wilson


Friendship

Elder W. J. Stockett was then elected Moderator and Elder L. T. Carlisle Temporary Clerk & J. E. Hobson Assistant Clerk.







Presbytery then took recess until 2 p.m.

At 2 p.m. Presbytery met. Upon the request of Mr. L. T. Carlisle, Mr S. L. Wilson was substituted in his stead as Temporary Clerk. The minutes of last meetings of Presbytery were read, clerical errors corrected & approved. 

On motion the following minute made by the Stated Clerk on page 158 touching Ack​erman Church was stricken out, to wit: “Ackerman Church is carried on the roll of Central Mississippi Presbytery and is supplied by Rev. J. H. Alexander.”

Rev. E. B. Witherspoon gave satisfactory reasons for tardiness. Elder J. Y.
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Lipscomb of Knox Church appeared & was enrolled as a member of Presbytery.

On motion Rev. W. D. Jacobs was invited to sit as a corresponding member. A letter of dismission from the South Carolina Presbytery was then presented & read, dismissing Rev. W. S. Jacobs to this Presbytery.

Rev. F. R. Graves’ request for a dissolution of the pastoral relation existing between him​self & the Aberdeen Church was read & referred to Committee on Bills & Overtures.

The following committees were appointed:

Bills & Overtures:

D. L. Barr & A. H. Barkley, C. C. Watkins & Baker Smith.

Judicial:

H. R. Raymond & W. L. Fox.

Narrative:

J. E. Jones & D. L. Henderson.

Statistics:
L. T. Carlisle & Sam’l Abernathy.

Minutes of General Assembly:

J. E. Hobson & J. McRea.

Auditing:

S. L. Wilson & S. L. Henderson.

Assessment for Gen’l Assembly:

W. H. Perkins & W. B. Aiken.

Sermon & Essay:

E. B. Witherspoon & J. B. Lipscomb.

Devotional:

M. J. McLean & R. P. Smith.

Leave of Absence:

W. S. Jacobs & L. C. Smith.

Presbytery then proceeded to examine Mr. Jacobs on experimental religion, theology & church government, all of which were sustained unanimously & sustained as a whole & Mr Jacobs was then enrolled as a member of Presbytery.

A petition from Ethel Presbytery
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was then read & on motion was referred to Committee on Bills & Overtures.

Mr. L. C. Smythe of Lawrence appeared & was enrolled.

On motion the hour of 10 a.m. Friday was fixed for hearing report of committee on group​ing churches.

Presbytery then adjourned with prayer by Rev. D. L. Barr to meet at 9 a.m. Friday.








9 a.m., Oct 12 ‘94

Presbytery met & after half hour of devotional exercises was constituted with prayer. The Com. on Bills & Overtures then submitted a report on request of Rev. F. R. Graves which was received & docketed.

A communication from Rev W. G. Boggs was referred to Committee on Home Missions.

Rev. W. S. Jacobs was granted tin minutes’ time after sermon Friday morning to address Presbytery on the orphanage at Columbus.

Rev. E. J. Currie’s request to labor in our bounds was referred to Committee on Bills & Overtures.

The special order (grouping churches) was then taken up & deferred until 3 p.m.

The request of Rev. J. E. Jones appointed to preach on “The Relation of Baptized Child​ren to the Church” was granted, viz.: that he be given until next meeting to preach it. 

Essay on “The Duties of Deacons” was made the order after the 11 o’clock sermon Sat​urday.








Presbytery took recess until 2 p.m.

At 2 p.m. Presbytery met. On motion the matter of Rev. F. R. Graves was taken from the docket and as the church united with Mr. Graves in his request for a dissolution of the pastoral relation existing between the Aberdeen Church & Mr. Graves, the relation was dissolved & Mr. Graves at his request was dismissed to the Presbytery of St Johns [Fla.]
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The clerk was authorized to notify said Presbytery by telegram of this action. On motion Treasurer was instructed to pay expenses of telegraphing to Aberdeen.

The grouping of churches was postponed until after sermon to-night.

On motion the roll of churches was called & narratives were presented.

On motion a communication from Temple was read & referred to Home Missions Committee.

A communication from Rev. C. M. Atkinson was read concerning the conduct of Rev. Z. B. Graves and the following action was taken. “Whereas Rev Z. B. Graves, whose name has been on our roll for many years began to exhibit some years ago great irregularities both mental & moral impairing his usefulness & bringing both mortification & censure on this body, and whereas these irregularities have continued frequently since that time, often attended with dangerous violence to others & with alcoholic excesses and whereas he has been in insane asylums several times as a patient, and has twice been prohibited by Presbytery from the exercise of the functions of the gospel ministry and whereas this Pres​bytery has no hope of reaching his case by any formal judicial process, and no hope of any possible change in his case, such as would make him serviceable as a minister of the gospel, it was on motion resolved that this Presbytery does now strike the name of said Z. B. Graves from its roll of ministers; further that a copy of this action be furnished by the Stated Clerk to said Z. B. Graves and that he publish a notice in the South-Western Presbyterian & Christian Observer of said action without preamble.”




         Presbytery then took recess until after Divine Service tonight.
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After sermon Friday night, Presbytery met & took up the subject of grouping the churches, when the following grouping was adopted: 

1st. Hattiesburg, Ellisville, Shiloh & Enon.

2nd. Vernal, Leakesville & Salem

3rd. Pisgah, Liberty, Good Hope, Erata & Philadelphus.

4th. Enterprise, Heidelberg, Geneva & Sandersville.

5th. Meridian 2nd and Toomsuba.

6th. Aberdeen & Hamilton.

7th. Knox, DeKalb, Wahalak & Barr’s Chapel.

8th. Louisville, Pleasant Springs & Bloomfield.

9th. Newton, Garlandsville, Lawrence, Mt Moriah, Montrose, Alexander’s Chapel & Car​o​lina.

10th. Okolona, Friendship, Houston & Buena Vista.

11th. Macon, West Point, Bethel, Unity, Osborn, Crawford & Centre Point.

The above groups to be divided into to two groups as follows:

11th. West Point, Osborn & Unity.

12th. Macon, Bethel, Crawford, & Centre Point.

West Point was granted permission to employ Rev. J. A. Mecklin for 6 months.

 Leave of absence was granted Rev. J. E. Hobson, L. J. Carlisle & W. L. Fox.

Macon was granted permission to employ Rev. J. E. Hobson until grouping of churches can be effected.

The report on Education was read & referred to the Auditing Committee, to wit: 

April 1, 1894

Total cash on hand at last report at Macon

7.20

April 7


From Ladies Home Miss. Society


7.00

April 13

Rec’d at Pres. from L. T. Carlisle


5.00




West Point Church




5.00




Ladies Aid Soc., West Point



1.00




Newton Church by Rev D. L. Barr


7.00




Lawrence





3.00




Garlandsville





  .50




Mount Moriah





3.50




2nd Meridian, J. R. Mitchel



1.00

April 17

Columbus Church



          13.94




Garlandsville, D. E. Harry



2.00

April 26

Montrose, D. L. Barr




2.25







     [Subtotal]
          58.39
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Amount brought forward


          58.39

April 28

Pleasant Springs per M. J. McLean


  .70

April 30

Hamilton, per F. R. Graves



2.00

May 3


Alexander’s Chapel




  .90

May 4


Carolina, Jas McKay




5.50

May 15

Meridian 1st, per D. B. Holt, deacon
                      15.65




Sandersville, R. M. Sanders



4.00

June 1


Wahalak, per E. B. W[itherspoon]


4.20




Knox, per E. B. W.




5.80

Aug 24


Miss Sarah McLeod, per H. C. S[mith]

  .50




Vernal






1.50
                                                                                                                  $104.74

Disbursements

April 7


By cash to W. A. Hall



          10.00

April 16
            By cash to W. A. Hall



          10.00

April 17
            By cash to R. L. Campbell


          15.00

May 4

            By cash to R. L. Campbell


          15.00

May 29
            By cash to R. L. Campbell


          15.00

June 18
            By cash to R. L. Campbell


            5.00

May 29                        By cash to O. P. Kimbrough                                      5.00



            By cash to T. T. Kimbrough                                       5.00

Balance cash on hand





          24.74








      $104.74

Recapitulation

Total receipts for year ending Oct 1, 1894 
$325.74

Total Disbursements:

  R. L. Campbell
120.00

  W. A. hall

  50.00

  O. P. Kimbrough
  30.00

  T. T. Kimbrough
  20.00

  Lamar Ferguson through


special committee           62.00

Jas B. Lindsey                            10.00

Postage & incidental expenses     9.00

Balance cash on hand                 24.74
$325.74

For the year ending Oct 1893 immediately preceding the year we now report the Central Committee received a total of $167.23 out of this they gave R. L. Campbell 85.00, W. A. Hall 25.00, Total 110.00, showing 57.00 less received than paid.
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As to how disbursements should be made Dr. Richardson wrote in answer to inquiry. In regard to amount of appropriation at Clarksville & French Camp, it does not depend on the place but stage of progress. If a candidate at French camp is pursuing college studies he can receive more than 25.00. We have paid out as much as a hundred. We have en​deavored to follow his example. We have now under our committee as candidates for the ministry five young men: R. L. Campbell at Clarksville, R. L. Nicholson at Clarksville, W. A. Hall, O. P. Kimbrough, T. T. Kimbrough at French Camp—except T.T.K.







W. H. Perkins, Chm.

Presbytery then adjourned with prayer until 9 a.m. Saturday.







W. J. Stockett, Mod.







S. L. Wilson, Tem. Clk.

Attest:

A. B. Coit, S. C.







Saturday, Oct 13

Presbytery met & after devotional exercises was constituted with prayer. The clerk pro. tem. being absent (sick) the reading of the minutes was postponed.

The further consideration of the Home Mission report was postponed until called up. 

Presbytery appointed a permanent Committee on Ministerial Support consisting of Rev J. E. Jones, Baker Smith & W. J. Stockett, whose duty it shall be to make all due effort to learn whether churches are in arrears to their present pastors & supplies and past as well as present year’s salaries, and to what extent, and to endeavor to bring the churches to duty when found delinquent.

The Treasurer submitted the following report. Presbyterial Tax: Wahalak 1.50, Lau​der​dale 1.00, Meridian 25.57, DeKalb 3.20, Pleasant Springs 1.70, Bloomfield 2.75., Knox 3.85, Louisville 1.50, Columbus 10.00, West Point 1.70, Montrose 1.10, Mt. Moriah 2.00,
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Alexander’s Chapel 2.30, Newton 3.40, Lawrence 2.00, Starkville 11.00, Crawford .50, Sandersville 3.00. Total 53.65.

Disbursements

Stated Clerk’s salary

12.50

Telephone & Telegram

    .75

Chairman Home Missions

10.00

23.25
Balance




30.80

Commissioners Fund

Returned by Dr Raymond
         $14.30

Philadelphus


  1.00

Enon



  1.20

Sandersville


    .50

Paid H. R. Raymond, advance on

   Assembly’s Tax

  7.05
Balance on hand

  9.95







Respectfully submitted,







A. H. Barkley.

Audited & approved by committee.

The report of Committee on Home Missions touching grouping was taken up & adopted as a whole.

The following resolution was adopted. Resolved—That as the judgment of this Presby​tery that ministers receiving aid from the Home Mission Fund should devote their entire time to the work of the ministry.

The Auditing Committee approved the report on Education & Treasurer’s Report & their own report was approved.

It was moved & carried that when Presbytery adjourn, that it will meet at Columbus, Tuesday, Nov. 6, 11 a.m.

Newton was on motion chosen as the place for the Spring meeting of Presbytery.

Lamar Ferguson was enrolled as a candidate for the gospel ministry on the report of the commission.

The reasons of the Stated Clerk for absence were read by the clerk & the same unani​mously sustained.

Rev. H. R. Raymond, D.D., commissioner
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to the General Assembly made his report. The report was received & the brother’s dili​gence commended.

Resolved, That whereas Rev. F. R. Graves has moved from our bounds, that Rev. J. E. Jones & Rev. W. S. Jacobs be placed on the Educational Committee.

Presbytery then took recess until after preaching.

After services, Presbytery was called to order, and the Essay on the Diaconate was read by Rev H. R. Raymond, D.D. The essay was adopted as the views of the body & thanks extended to Dr Raymond, and a copy for publication in the S.W. Presbyterian was asked for.






Presbytery then took recess until 2 p.m.

At 2 p.m. Presbytery met.

The following resolution of thanks was adopted by a standing vote, ordered to be read from the pulpit & printed in the town paper. Resolved: “That this Presbytery records its grateful appreciation of the hospitality so generously bestowed upon its members by the families of Louisville, assuring this good people that we will hold them in prayerful re​membrance.”

The reasons of Rev. F. R. Graves for non-attendance were sustained.

Elder W. H. Perkins expressed his desire to enter the gospel ministry. He was then examined respecting his experimental acquaintance with religion and the motions in​fluen​cing him to desire the sacred office. On motion the examination was sustained & he was enrolled as a candidate. The following paper adopted: “Mr W. H. Perkins a candi​date of this Presbytery, having been known by this body for 20 years as a faithful & efficient ruling elder, and having exhibited unusual gifts in conducting religious services and in the work of the Sabbath school & Bible classes, and having impressed us in various ways with his knowledge
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of the Holy Scriptures and his ability both by word & by pen to set forth the truth of re​ligion and said brother being of such an age as makes it impracticable to accomplish the studies normally required by our candidates for licensure: Resolved that this Presbytery assign him a text upon which he shall preach a sermon before this body during this ses​sion and proceed to examine him on theology, church history & church government & the sacraments & waiving all other parts of the trial & examination with a view of licen​sing him if the way be clear as a probationer of the gospel ministry in accordance with the Book of Church Order Chapter VI, Sec. VI, Art. VI, referring to extraordinary cases. The time set for hearing Mr Perkins preach his trial sermon was Saturday night. Mr. Per​kins was then examined as follows—on theology, sustained; church history & sacra​ments, which were sustained as parts of trial. On motion the examination was sustained as a whole & commended.

The report of Committee on Sermon & Essay was submitted, amended and adopted. Essay subject: “Receiving Church Members,” Rev. E. B. Witherspoon, alt. W. H. Per​kins. Sermon & Minister continued.

Your Committee on Narrative would submit the following report—that we have received reports from 23 of our churches and from them gather the following facts:

1. Attendance upon religious services good.

2. Special work of grace in 11 of those churches during the past year.

3. One church reports an altar of prayer in each home. 17 report altars in a few of their homes, while the remaining 5 inform us that not one family altar can be found in all their homes.

4. With two or three exceptions the deportment
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of members is good, abstaining from intemperance & questionable amusements.

5. Sabbath observance fairly good.

6. Sabbath schools reported in all churches but one—yet three report union schools.

7. The grace of giving is growing & strengthening among our people as all these churches have given something to most causes of Assembly & Synod. In view of all the lights before us we have reason to believe that we should be grateful to God for His goodness to us, in blessing us & putting the seal of His approval upon our efforts and that we should be encouraged to press on with increased faith to the work assigned us. Your committee however is profoundly impressed with the conviction that the power of our people should be greatly increased in leading souls to Christ. If family altars in our homes were the rule & not the exception [sentence is incomplete]. Family altars, the religious instruction of our children in the home & a scriptural observance of the Lord’s day are three things which our people need to be awakened upon.







Respectfully submitted,






     J. E. Jones, Baker Smith, Comm.

Resolved, That Presbytery has heard with great pleasure Rev. W. S. Jacobs setting forth the purpose of the Presbyterian Church at Columbus to found and build up an orphan’s home in that city. Resolved further: That this Presbytery cordially sympathizes with this movement & commends it to the prayerful interest of Presbyterians in Miss., hoping it will commend itself also to all who desire temporally & spiritually the welfare of the or​phans of our state. Resolved, 3rd. That Rev. J. E. Jones be appointed a trustee to represent this body in the board of trustees of that institution for two years.

The Committee on Bills & Overtures
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to whom was referred the papers in regard to Ethel Presbyterian School reported as fol​lows:

1st. The request of Ethel Presbytery to send a canvasser among us to solicit cash & subscriptions for the support of a colored school in Greenville, Miss. Recommend that presbytery authorize that body to send its agent to any congregation whose sessions may permit it, it being understood that the session shall direct the method of soliciting the funds. The committee further reported that the request of Rev. E. J. Currie to labor within our bounds until next meeting of Presbytery recommend that the request be granted with the understanding that Presbytery will grant no further like request until he shall present certificate of membership to this Presbytery, that the Stated Clerk be instructed to notify Rev. E. J. Currie of this action.







D. L. Barr, Chm.

The report was adopted.

The Committee on Minutes of General Assembly reported as follows: “With regard to the proposed Form of Church Government on Licensure & Ordination, we deem it unwise to express our opinion at this juncture either for or against. We would recommend that it be referred to a special committee to report to the next meeting of Presbytery. Also, the ordi​nation of the Evangelist in foreign fields.







Respectfully submitted,





                    J. E. Hobson & J. A. McRea.

On motion the chairman of Home Mission Committee was instructed to notify the churches of the action of Presbytery in grouping the churches. 

The Committee on Statistics made the following report: The Presbytery consists of 12 min​​isters & have under

[175]

its care 51 churches, 5 candidates & has dismissed 2 ministers & received two. Received W. H. Perkins as a licentiate. The next meeting will be at Newton. The stated clerk is Rev. A. B. Coit, Enterprise, Miss., Clarke County.







T. L. Carlisle, Chm. Comm.

The report was approved.

The minutes which owing to sickness of the clerk pro. tem., had not been read, were then read, corrected & adopted up to the present time.




Presbytery then took recess until after preaching tonight.







Night session, Saturday, 3rd day.

Presbytery met & heard the trial sermon from Mr. W. H. Perkins from Luke [chapter and verse numbers are garbled]. On motion it was sustained as a part of trial, and on further motion [the examination] was sustained as a whole and Presbytery proceeded to license him in accordance with the constitution for extraordinary cases, Form of Government, Ch. V, Sec. VI, Par. 1. The Moderator the proceeded to license the candidate according to the Book of Church Order, Ch. VI, Sec. VII & VIII.

The following assessments for Commissioners Fund to the General Assembly was re​ported by the committee and adopted: Hattiesburg 3.00, DeKalb 3.00, Pleasant Springs 2.00, Houston 1.00, Lauderdale 3.00, Liberty 1.00, Macon 4.00, Meridian 2nd 2.00, Pis​gah 1.00, Okolona 5.00, Alexander’s Chapel 1.50, Starkville 5.00, Osborn 1.00, Carolina 2.00, Leakesville 1.00, Philadelphus 1.00, Garlandsville 1.50, Vernal 1,00, Shiloh 1.00, Lawrence 1.00, Knox, 2.00, Salem 1.00, Montrose 1.50, Wahalak 100, Toomsuba 1.00, Mount Moriah 2.00, Barr’s Chapel, 1.00, West Point, 3.00, Newton 2.00, Bethel 1.00, Enterprise 2.00, Buena Vista 1.00, Geneva 1.50, Centre Point 1.00, Heidelberg 2.00, Columbus 15.00, Sandersville 2.00, Crawford 1.50, Aberdeen 4.00, Ellisville, 2.00, Ham​il​ton 1.50, Enon 2.00, Meridian 1st 15.00, Erata 2.00, Bloomfield 1.00, Friendship 3.00, Louisville 1.00, Good Hope 1.00.







W. H. Perkins
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Resolved that Presbytery take steps to secure free tuition for our ministerial candidates. Resolved that the chairman of our Educational Committee be instructed to find free tui​tion for our students.

The overtures sent down from the General Assembly were referred to J. E. Jones, A. H. Barkley & S. L. Wilson to report on at the next meeting.

The minutes were then read, corrected and approved and Presbytery then adjourned to meet at Columbus, Nov. 6th with singing, prayer and the apostolic benediction.







W. J. Stockett, Mod.







S. L. Wilson, Clerk.

Attest: A. B. Coit, Stated Clerk.







Columbus, Miss.







Nov. 6, 1894

Presbytery met, and was called to order by the moderator, Elder W. J. Stockett, was opened with prayer by Rev. D. L. Barr. Rev. D. L. Barr was elected clerk pro. tem. The roll showed the following ministers & elders present.

Ministers: Rev. J. E. Jones, Rev. W. S. Jacobs, Rev. E. B. Witherspoon, Rev. H. R. Ray​mond, D.D. & Rev. D. L. Barr.

Elders W. J. Stockett, [Okolona]; W. H. Perkins, Columbus.

A call from Columbus Church for the pastoral services of Rev. W. S. Jacobs was pre​sented to Presbytery. The call being found in order was placed in his hands which he accepted. The installation was appointed for 7:30 p.m. Elder W. J. Stockett who was the Moderator was appointed to preside & to propound the constitutional questions, Rev. J. E. Jones to preach the sermon & Rev H. R. Raymond to charge the pastor, & Rev E. B. Witherspoon to charge the people.
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A call from Unity Church for the pastoral services of Mr W. H. Perkins was presented to Presbytery. The call was referred to a committee of Rev. H. R. Raymond, D.D., Rev. J. E. Jones & Rev. E. B. Witherspoon. The committee reported as follows: that the call is defective in important respects both as to form & substance, especially in not furnishing a basis of support for a pastor, and recommend that the call be returned to the Unity Church for their further consideration. The committee recommend that Mr. W. H. Perkins be authorized to supply the church for so much time during the next 12 months as may suit both parties. The report was adopted. It was on motion resolved that Presbytery adjourn to meet at Aberdeen during the meeting of Synod when it adjourns at the call of the Moderator.

Presbytery then took recess until 7:30 p.m.







7:30 p.m.

Presbytery met, was called to order & proceeded to the installation of Rev W. S. Jacobs according to arrangements made this morning. After his installation the minutes were read & approved.

Presbytery then adjourned with singing, prayer and apostolic benediction to meet at Aberdeen Nov. 9th.







W. J. Stockett, Mod.







D. L. Barr, Clerk.

Attest: 

A. B. Coit, S. C.







Aberdeen, Miss.







Nov. 9th 1894

The Presbytery of Tombeckbee met pursuant to adjournment at the call of the Moderator and was opened with prayer by Rev. D. L. Barr, last Moderator present. The roll showed the following ministers present: Rev. J. E. Jones, Rev. E. B. Witherspoon, Rev. A. H. Barkley, Rev. D. L. Barr, Rev. J. E. Hobson. Elders: Mr. B. Smith of Lauderdale, Mr.
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A. W. Mashburn of Meridian.

Upon motion a committee was appointed consisting of Rev. A. H. Barkley and E. B. Wither​spoon, to assign parts of trial for examination of R. L. Campbell.

The following paper was adopted: “Whereas it has come to the knowledge of this Pres​bytery that there are internal dissensions in the Friendship Church which greatly mar the peace, unity & purity of the church and bring reproach on the cause of our blessed Mas​ter, and Whereas the Session of this church owing to the relationship which exists be​tween them and the parties disaffected toward each other, feel their disqualification to ad​just said differences and whereas the cause of Christ in the community where the church is located imperatively demand a settlement of the differences and a speedy removal of all causes of offense. Therefore Resolved, That the Presbytery appoints Rev. A. H. Bark​ley and Elder Baker Smith & W. E. Baskin, a commission to adjudicate all such matters which they may find in said church and report to the next Presbytery.”

A call for the pastoral services of the Rev. E. B. Witherspoon was made by the 2nd Presbyterian Church of Meridian and on being found in order by the usual method of pro​cedure in such cases, was placed in his hands.

Presbytery then adjourned with prayer to meet tomorrow at 11 a.m.







D. L. Barr, Moderator.







J. E. Hobson, Clerk.







Nov. 10, 11 a.m.

Presbytery met & was opened with prayer by Rev. A. H. Barkley. Roll as on 9th, except R. L. Campbell.

The committee appointed to assign parts of trial for examination of candidate
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R. L. Campbell reported as follows: Latin thesis—“An Justificatio sit ab eterno aut in tempore.” Exegesis—Ps 16:8-11. Lecture—Rom. 3:21-23. Sermon—John 3:16. Adopted.

The following paper was adopted—“That the sum of two hundred dollars be and hereby is appointed to the support of Rev. E. b. Witherspoon provided he accepts the call from 2nd Church of Meridian and supplies the Toomsuba Church.”

Elder Baker Smith of Lauderdale Church was authorized to visit DeKalb Church and if possible effect an arrangement whereby that church shall be supplied until next stated meeting of Presbytery and it was resolved that Bro. Smith be furnished a certified copy of this minute. Bro. Smith was instructed to report the result to the chairman of Home Missions. 

Rev. E. B. Witherspoon was permitted to return the call of the Meridian 2nd Church until Spring presbytery meeting.

Friendship Church was granted permission to employ Rev. A. H. Barkley until next stated meeting. After the reading & the approval of the minutes Presbytery adjourned with singing, prayer and apostolic benediction to meet at Newton, April 4, 11 a.m.







H. R. Raymond, Mod.







J. E. Hobson, Clerk.

Attest:
A. B. Coit, S. C.
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Newton, Mississippi, April 4, 1895

Presbytery met pursuant to adjournment in the Presbyterian Church at Newton, and was opened with a sermon by Rev. J. E. Hobson at the request of the retiring moderator, Elder W. J. Stockett. The body was called to order and constituted with prayer by Rev. D. L. Barr. The following ministers and elders were present during the three days’ meeting:

Ministers: 


Elders



Churches

Rev. A. H. Barkley

W. H. Cheek


Alexander’s Chapel

Rev. D. L. Barr

Wm Kilpatrick

Columbus

Rev. A. B. Coit

J. A. Morrow


Carolina

Rev. E. J. Currie3

G. D. McCormick2

Ellisville

Rev. W. S. Jacobs

E. Hall2


Hattiesburg

Rev. J. E. Jones

Baker Smith


Lauderdale

Rev. J. E. Hobson

L. C. Smythe


Lawrence

Rev. J. B. Lindsey (Col.)

A. F. Dent


Macon

Rev. B. F. Peters

W. E. Baskin2


Meridian 1st 

Rev. H. R. Raymond, D.D.

J. L. Chapman


Mount Moriah

Rev. H. C. Smith2

S. M. Adams


Newton





J. C. McLaurin

Pisgah





C. Bardwell


Starkville





A. G. Ferguson2

Sandersville





A. C. Malloy


Unity





P. A. McLeod


Vernal





L. T. Carlisle


West Point

Rev. W. S. Jacobs was elected Moderator and Elders A. F. Dent and L. T. Carlisle were chosen clerks. From 8 a.m. to 10:30 and from 2 to 5 p.m. were fixed for the sessions of Presbytery.

Rev. D. L. Barr and Elder S. M. Adams were appointed on the Devotional Committee.

In the absence of the Permanent Committee on Home Missions a Standing Committee was appointed consisting of Elder Baker Smith, Rev. A. H. Barkley and A. B. Coit to con​sider and report on all matters that should come before the regular committee.

Presbytery then took recess.
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At two p.m. Presbytery met. The minutes of the last regular and two adjourned meetings were read, corrected verbally and approved. The standing rules were also read. Rule No. 17 was stricken out, and rule No. 16 was changed to read “Meetings of Session shall ordinarily be opened and closed with prayer.”



Licentiate W. H. Perkins asked and received a letter of recommendation to New Orleans Presbytery.

The following standing committees were appointed:

Bills & Overtures—J. E. Hobson and Wm Boughton.

Judicial—B. F. Peters & W. H. Cheek.

Narrative—J. E. Hobson & Wm Kilpatrick.

Sessional Records—J. E. Jones, A. F. Dent, W. E. Baskin and C. Bardwell.

Sabbath School—D. L. Barr & L. C. Smythe.

Auditing Committee—Baker Smith & J. L. Chapman.

Devotional—Barr & Adams.

Statistics—A. B. Coit & J. C. McLaurin.

Sabbath Observance—H. C. Smith & P. A. McLeod.

Sermon & Essay—B. F. Peters & W. H. Cheek.

Minutes of Synod—H. R. Raymond & Wm Kilpatrick.

Systematic Beneficence—A. H. Barkley.

On motion the Committee on Home Missions was instructed to report on the respective ability of the churches to pay the ministers who may serve them.

Rev. J. B. Lindsey (colored) was granted a letter of dismission to Ethel Presbytery and Rev. A. B. Coit was requested to bring in a minute touching the connection which he has sustained with this Presbytery. (This paper was read and adopted and expressed our sym​pathy for Mr Lindsey in his not going to the Congo Free State as he expected and wished he should prosper in his work and have God’s blessing upon him.)

The commission appointed to visit Friendship Church reported and asked that the com​mission be continued and that another chairman be appointed for prudential reasons. Mr. A. F. Dent was appointed, also W. J. Stockett, see p. 188.

The ad interim committee appointed by the last Presbytery to report
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on addition to Par. 40,  Book of Church Order, on ordination of Foreign Evangelist, sent down by the last Gen’l Assembly for Presbyterial action, recommend that this Presbytery vote for the amendment. The report was adopted by Presbytery.







J. E. Jones & A. H. Barkley.

The ad interim committee appointed by the last Presbytery on the overture of the General Assembly in reference to ordination & licensure submitted a majority report signed by the chairman, Rev J. E. Jones favoring the proposed change and a minority report oppos​ing change by Rev. A. H. Barkley. After some discussion the matter was made the first order of business for Friday morning, the time having been twice extended for re​marks on said papers after the hour fixed for adjourning, Presbytery then adjourned with prayer to meet on April 5, 8:30 a.m.







Friday, April 5th 1895

Presbytery met and was called to order by the Moderator. After half an hour of devotional exercises, was constituted with prayer. Roll called and members answered to their names as yesterday.

Rev. H. C. Smith gave reasons for tardiness which were sustained. Elders G. D. Mc​Cormick, E. Hall, and A. G. Ferguson appeared and were enrolled.

The report of the Educational Committee was read and referred to the Auditing Com​mit​tee. Report of W. S. Jacobs, acting Treasurer of the Com. on Education was read and referred to the Auditing Committee.

Received of W. H. Perkins, the last Treasurer

$27.33

1 P. O. order





    3.00

Mrs. J. D. Hutcheson




    5.00

Miss Ruth Roudebush




    2.00

Starkville Church




    5.65







  42.98

No expenditures—W. S. Jacobs,

April 4, 1895.
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Rev D. L. Barr, a member of above committee, reported as follows: Mt. Moriah 6.65. Garlandsville 5.30. Lawrence 4.40. Newton 10.00. Montrose 8.15. Alexander’s Chapel 1.55. Carolina 4.55. Total 40.60. Paid R. L. Nicholson 37.30. Balance: 3.30. April 4, 1895.

Rev. W. S. Jacobs was made chairman of Educational Committee and Mr Wm Kilpatrick was added to it.

Elder W. E. Baskin of the Meridian 1st Church appeared and was enrolled.

The report of Mr. R. A. Murdock a delegate to the last Assembly was read and was received and his diligence commended. The financial part of the report was referred to the Treasurer by motion.

The call of the Macon Church for the pastoral services of Rev. J. E. Hobson was referred to a committee consisting of Rev. H. C. Smith, G. D. McCormick and E. Hall.

On motion the request of Rev. E. B. Witherspoon for the dissolution of the pastoral relation existing between the Knox Church at Scooba and himself was referred to the Committee on Bills and Overtures.

The call of the Sandersville Church for the pastoral services of Rev. A. B. Coit was referred to the same committee.

The order of the day was taken up and Rev. A. B. Coit was requested to state the nature of the overture on licensing candidates sent down by the General Assembly which was under discussion yesterday, which after having been fully discussed was adopted by a yea & nay vote for the majority report, to wit: The ad interim committee appointed by the last Presbytery to report on the addition to Paragraph 40 Book of Church Order sent down by last General Assembly for Presbyterial advice recommend that this Presbytery vote for the amendment.








J. E. Jones, Chair.

Yeas: A. B. Coit, H. C. Smith, D. L. Barr, J. E. Jones, W. S. Jacobs, W. H. Cheek, Wm Kilpatrick, A. F. Dent, L. C. Smythe, J. C. McLaurin, J. A. Morrow, E. Hall, A. G. Ferguson, W. E. Baskin, 
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A. C. Malloy and P. A. McLeod—16. In the negative were the following: A. H. Barkley, H. R. Raymond, B. F. Peters, J. E. Hobson, Wm Boughton, Baker Smith, C. Bardwell, J. L. Chapman, S. M. Adams, and G. D. McCormick—10.

On motion it is agreed that the minutes show that if Mr L. T. Carlisle had been present he would have voted “aye” for the majority report.

The Presbyterial Sermon was set for 10 o’clock on Saturday.







Presbytery took recess until 3 p.m. 

At 3 p.m. Presbytery met and resumed business. It was resolved that the change made in Standing Rule No. 16 respecting opening and closing with prayer be understood as re​fer​ring to the future and not to the examination of records for the present session.

The selection of a place for the Fall meeting was made the first order of the day & the choosing of commissioners to the General Assembly was made the 2nd order of the day.

The Treasurer was on motion authorized to pay himself for any funds paid out for Pres​byterial purposes, and to pay salary & expenses of stated clerk.

The report of the Foreign Mission Society of Ladies of Columbus Presbyterian Church was referred to the Committee on Bills & Overtures.

Rev. W. S. Jacobs was on motion allowed to make remarks touching the progress of the Columbus Orphanage, i.e., “Palmer Orphanage,” after services tonight.

Resolved as a Standing Rule, that in our Presbyterial proceedings the following shall be the classification of committees: Permanent Committees—such as continue from year to year or until Presbytery shall order a change. Ad. Interim Committees—such as are ap​pointed for work to be done in the interval
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between meetings of Presbytery to report at some definite future meeting. Standing Com​mittees—such as the moderator appoints at the opening of each stated meeting to act only during said sessions. Special Select—such as have committed to them by Presbytery some particular item of business that arises during its sessions which committees are to re​port during that session of the body.

The Presbytery sustained the reasons of absence sent by Rev M. J. McLean, and agreed that Louisville & Pleasant Springs should employ him & referred his communication in regard to other matters to the Committee on Home Missions.

The grouping of the churches was reported by the special committee appointed for this work & was made the 3rd order of the day.

The first order of the day was then taken up and Vernal was selected as the place for the Fall meeting.

It was resolved that when we adjourn it be to meet at Meridian, June 18, 4 ½ p.m., to license Mr R. L. Campbell if the way be clear & attend to any other Presbyterial business.

The 2nd order of business was then taken up and Rev. A. H. Barkley & Elder W. E. Bas​kin of Meridian First were chosen commissioners to the General Assembly and Rev. H. C. Smith & Elder A. F. Dent, alternates.

The 3rd order of the day was the receiving of the report of committee on grouping churches. The report was received & referred back to the committee and Rev. J. E. Jones was added to the committee. Also Mr. W. E. Baskin. 

Rev. H. R. Raymond was added to the Committee on Presbyterial Records.

The committee to whom was referred the calls of Rev. A. B. Coit & Rev. J. E. Hobson from the churches of Sandersville & Macon recommended that these calls be placed in their hands respectively. Adopted.
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The committee appointed to examine and report on the minutes of Synod reported that there was nothing in them requiring special action on the part of Presbytery. The report was adopted.

The following resolution was reported by Mr. A. B. Coit expressive of Presbytery’s senti​ment in regard to Rev. J. B. Lindsey & adopted: Whereas, Rev. J. B. Lindsey has been under our care as a candidate and was licensed and ordained by us to the work of a for​eign missionary. Whereas, he has been providentially kept from going to this chosen work and is now to leave us to join Ethel Presbytery, Resolved, that we express our sym​pathy for him in his work wherever he may be called by God to labor & hope he may yet preach to the people in Congo Free State, and that God may ever bless his labors, who said, ‘Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.’

The Committee on Ministerial Support reported & was instructed to write to delinquent churches & urge the settlement of arrearages.

Elder George D. McCormick was appointed on Committee of Systematic Beneficence.

Elder A. G. Ferguson representing Sandersville Church was introduced as desiring to be a licentiate. He was received as a candidate & his name enrolled. He desired to be licensed under the extraordinary clause of our Church Book. Rev B. F. Peters conducted the ex​am​ination of Mr. Ferguson on theology through the 1st book of Hodge’s Theology, which examination was sustained. The examination on sacraments was sustained. The exami​nation on church government was also sustained. Mr. Ferguson had been examined on personal religion & his motives for seeking the gospel ministry when he first expres​sed his desire & before his name was enrolled as a candidate.
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Presbytery then took recess until after services tonight.

After services Friday night Presbytery was called to order. The special committee on group​ing the churches made a report which was received and made the first order of busi​ness Saturday morning.

Rev. W. S. Jacobs then addressed the Presbytery on the subject of the Palmer Orphanage, and a committee was appointed to express the views of the body on the subject. Presby​tery then adjourned with prayer to meet on Saturday.








Saturday, April 6th 1895

On Saturday morning, 8 ½ o’clock Presbytery met and after half hour spent in devotional exercises was conducted with prayer. The minutes were not read owing to the absence of the clerk. Roll called. 

Reports on sessional records were called for and were read at intervals but as a matter of convenience will all be recorded together: 

Buena Vista—Approved except March 2, 1890, Session not opened or closed with prayer.

Carolina—The pages in this book are omitted or discontinued. The first record after page 44, letters of dismission were granted but does not show name of church, nor was the meeting closed with prayer. The following minutes were also subject to last exception. With those exceptions records were approved.

Erata—Approved except the minutes of session are written in the index of the book and hence is without its pages rendering it impracticable to readily examine the record of the church. The last meeting of the session was not opened with prayer. Minutes of Aug. 1892 & June 24 1894 do not record adjournment.

Hattiesburg—Approved except on page 68 Session not closed with prayer. On pages 68 & 72 Session not opened with prayer. On page 54 Session acts without a quorum. On page 63 deacons are installed & [afterward?] record made of their election.
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Meridian 1st—Approved as far as written except on page 323, resolution adopted by the Sabbath school are recorded without such record being ordered by the Session.

Meridian 2nd—Approved as far as written except on page 67 members were received without stating whether by letter or on profession. On page 69 Session was moderated by a minister not a member of Presbytery without invitation or election. Pages 78, 79, 80, letters were granted without stating to what church dismissed. Narratives and reports to Spring meeting [of Presbytery] were not embodied in minutes of session.

Lauderdale—Approved as far as written except July 5, 1894, deacons are recorded as members present; Sept 16, 1894, There is a confusion of congregational & sessional duties.

Enterprise, Ellisville, Lawrence, Unity, Good Hope, Starkville, Montrose, Mt Moriah & Vernal have had their records examined & approved but exceptions were not all filed with papers & so are not transcribed.

The request of Friendship Church for continuing commission was granted. Rev. A. H. Barkley & Baker Smith resigned. See page 181.

The letters & papers in regard to Z. B. Graves were referred to Committee on Bills & Overtures.

A letter of dismission given Rev. E. J. Currie from Central Miss. Presbytery was read & the brother was examined in the usual way & his name enrolled after signing the obli​gation.

The special committee appointed owing to the absence of the Standing Committee on Home Missions to arrange the grouping of the churches as set forth in the grouping adop​ted at Louisville, Oct 1894, see records page 167, [reported as follows]: After a care​ful examination of the entire field recommend
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the adoption of the following report as the final solution of the whole question:












Totals

1st. Okolona 350, Friendship 125, Houston 100, Buena Vista 30

           $700.00

2nd. Macon 350, West Point 275, Crawford 50, Bethel 150, Centre Point [blank]
825.00

3rd. Aberdeen 450, Hamilton 120, Unity 50, with parsonage


             620.00

4th. DeKalb 150, Knox 200, Wahalak 25, Barr’s Chapel 15, Bloomfield 125, 


Lauderdale 150






             645.00

5th. Newton 150, Montrose 70, Mt Moriah [blank], Garlandsville 100, 


Alexander’s Chapel 75, Lawrence 60, Carolina 125, Aid 75


 655.00

6th. Enterprise 175, Heidelberg 150, Geneva 150, Sandersville 150 (Laurel) 


Aid 75









 700.00

7th. Meridian 2nd 250. Meridian Mission 200, Ellisville 175. Toomsuba 75.

 700.00

8th. Hattiesburg 300. Enon 50, Shiloh 150. Purvis, see page 200.


 500.00

9th. Leakesville 50, Salem [blank], Vernal 90, Good Hope [blank], Erata 100,


Liberty 25, Pisgah 75, Philadelphus 100, Waynesboro [blank] Aid 100
 490.00

10th. Starkville & Osborn—see motion on page 193.







The above was adopted by Presbytery. 

Treasurer’s Report on Commissioners Fund—April 6th 1895:

Buena Vista 1.00, Starkville 5.00, Lauderdale, 3.00, Pisgah 1.00, Columbus 15.00, Garlandsville 1.50, West Point, 3.00, Lawrence 1.00, Crawford 1.00, Macon 4.00, Ellisville 2.00, Enon 2.00, Mt Moriah 1.00, Carolina 2.00, Alexander’s Chapel 1.00, Montrose .45, Sandersville 2.00, Good Hope 1.00, Newton 2.00, Shiloh 1.00, Centre Point 1.00, Aberdeen 4.00, Pleasant Springs 3.40, Meridian 2nd 2.00, Unity 2.00. Total $63.67 1/2. Paid commissioners $63.67 ½.








Respectfully submitted,








A. H. Barkley, Treas.

Examined & audited.
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Presbyterial tax. Spring meeting, April 6, 1895

Balance per report at last meeting


30.00

Hattiesburg 3.25, Vernal .30, Friendship .10
   
  3.65

Transferred amount by order of Presbytery

  9.95

Meridian 2nd 





  3.00

Assembly’s tax collected 23.05


26.05







69.65

Paid Out

Treasurer of Synod, Nov. ’94



27.00

Stated Clerk’s salary




12.50

Blanks 4.05 stationery 1.25



  5.30
Balance on hand




24.85

Audited & approved. Both reports were approved by Presbytery.

Your Standing Committee on Publication would respectfully call attention of Presbytery to these items: The objects of the collection are two: 1st to supply our home mission fields, weak churches & needy Sabbath schools with the literature necessary for the prosecution of their work; 2nd to carry on colportage work. Your committee would report that dona​tions to weak churches and Sabbath schools have increased and the demand is constantly growing, that all amounts contributed by the churches are expended for these two objects, and that the churches have made very small contributions to this cause. The Assembly calls for $20,000.00 for 1895. The Assembly asks that every pastor and session, every church & Sabbath school give the call of the Assembly the most careful & prayerful attention.








Respectfully submitted,








H. C. Smith.

The report was received and approved.

The Committee on Bills & Overtures reported on the request of Rev. E. B. Witherspoon for a dissolution of the pastoral relation existing between the Knox Church & himself be dissolved, the church agreeing
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recommend that the request be granted and the relation dissolved.

Mr. J. W. Moseley Jr., was examined as to his personal experience in religion and his motives for seeking the gospel ministry. His examination was sustained and his name enrolled. The Stated Clerk was instructed to give Mr. Moseley a letter of introduction to any theological seminary in our Church he may wish to attend. Mr. Moseley was com​mitted to direction & control of Pastor & Session of 1st Presbyterian Church of Meridian for the summer’s work.

The Statistical Report shows we have 11 [or 12] ministers and fifty churches, one licen​tiate and eight candidates. We have received two ministers and dismissed two. We have licensed two & transferred one licentiate.








Respectfully submitted,








A. B. Coit.

Report approved.

The report on Systematic Beneficence was read & ordered forwarded to the General As​sem​bly.

Mr. A. G. Ferguson then preached a sermon which was sustained as a part of trial. Rev. H. R. Raymond and Rev. A. B. Coit were appointed a committee to ascertain and record reasons for departure from the regular course pursued for licensure in the case of Bro. Ferguson, who reported as follows: Whereas Hon. A. G. Ferguson, an elder of the San​ders​ville Church has applied for licensure by our Presbytery under the extraordinary clause of the Book of Church Order; Whereas he is a man of family & it is not in his power to stand a regular examination or pursue a regular course of study at present, but he expects hereafter to study theology more; Whereas he desires to enter at once upon the work and Presbytery is satisfied as to his religious experience, as to his motives for seek​ing the gospel ministry, and has evidence as to his literary qualifications to a considerable extent, as to his theology, as to his knowledge of the sacraments and church government
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Whereas he has by his sermon before us impressed us with his aptness to instruct and edify God’s people; Therefore resolved that we approve & accept his parts of trial and pro​​​ceed to his licensure during these sessions.








Respectfully submitted,








A. B. Coit, H. R. Raymond.

The above was adopted.

The Committee on Leave of Absence reported and the report was adopted.

On motion Revs. A. B. Coit, D. L. Barr & Elder S. M. Adams were vested with author​ized to organize 2 new churches in the bounds of Rev. D. L. Barr’s work.

The Committee on Bills & Overtures beg leave to submit the following report touching the letter or communication from Mr Z. B. Graves & would recommend that we as a Pres​bytery extend to him our heartfelt sympathy in his trying hour and pray God’s bles​sing upon him & if in accordance with His will to restore him to health.







Respectfully submitted,







J. E. Hobson, Wm Boughton

The report was adopted & the Stated Clerk instructed to write to Mr Graves a letter of sympathy at Jackson, La.

Resolved, that Presbytery has heard with delight the statement made by Rev. W. S. Jacobs respecting the founding of the Palmer’s Orphan’s Home in the City of Columbus. We are gratified at the success that under God’s blessing has attended this movement and warmly commend the object to the liberality of all friends of the orphans.

Presbytery adopted a resolution of thanks to the citizens of Newton & the churches ex​tending courtesies to the body.

[193]

The following commission was appointed to install Rev. A. B. Coit as pastor of the San​ders​ville Church the 4th Sab. in May: Rev. H. C. Smith, J. C. McLaurin & Hugh N. Mc​Laurin.

On motion all churches in the grouping are requested and urged by Presbytery to comply with the grouping & employ their pastor’s or supplies accordingly.

The Permanent Committee on Colored Evangelization would report that there has been some improvement in the number of churches in this presbytery that have contributed to this cause. Last year but three, this year to March 15, 1895, 11. Namely: Garlandsville, Montrose, Newton, Heidelberg, meridian 1st, Louisville, Starkville, Columbus, Ellisville, Shiloh & West Point. It is to be regretted that about 40 churches have up to that time failed to share in that good work. 2nd. It is gratifying to learn that the Stillman Institute at Tuscaloosa have more students than heretofore: 30. Only two are from another branch of the Church. 3. The importance of this enterprise is hereby recognized as well as the com​pe​tency and efficiency of all those charged with the direction and management of it. The chairman of Presbyterial Committee is instructed to use diligent effort to secure, if pos​si​ble, contributions from every church.








Respectfully submitted,








H. R. Raymond.

Report approved.

Sermon & Essay. The Committee on Sermon & Essay reported & the report was adopted and is as follows—Sermon: “Man’s Ability Respecting Salvation, Preceding & Succeed​ing Regeneration: In What it Consists and its Motive Power.” Preachers: W. S. Jacobs, alt. J. E. Hobson. Essay—“Public Worship.” Essayists: A. F. Dent & W. E. Baskin, see page 202.

Rev. J. E. Hobson submitted the following report on Narrative which was approved: 

1st. That we have examined the narratives placed in our hands, and find that in most cases the attendance on the services of the sanctuary is good, but not what it should be.

2nd. Special outpouring of the Holy Ghost. In some churches there have been some prec​ious manifestations of God’s presence among His people.

3rd. No improvement save in some instances. Several have been added to our communion.
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4th. Christian deportment and growth in grace of the church fairly good.

5th. Moderately good in most cases, in laboring in Sabbath school & other church work but not what we would like to see.

6th. Catechetical & Bible &c. Practiced in some families and nearly all Sunday schools.

7th. Family worship. We regret to report that there seems to be a disposition on the part of God’s people to neglect this privilege & means of grace, and would respectfully urge all pastors to preach sermons on home training and parental responsibility, and in every possible way strive to keep this subject constantly before the minds of the people.

8th. Fidelity of God’s people in worshiping God with their substance. We regret that the fidelity & interest of the Church in this respect is not what we would like to find it [to be]. Sermons by our ministers on this subject would, we think, be beneficial.

9th. Prevalence of Intemperance, Worldliness and other forms of sin in the community. We are gratified to report that in most cases there is but little intemperance prevalent. Worldly amusements to a small extent engaged in.

10. Religious instruction of the colored people. Little or no attention paid to this work.

11. Diligence & success of the church in reaching the spiritually destitute in the com​mun​ity. No special diligence or success in this respect.

12. Due on Pastors’ Salaries. In some instances nothing due, but in a majority of cases there seems to be no special diligence manifested in the discharge of this all-important duty. 

Upon the whole we report favorably. We feel there is reason to be encouraged. There seems to be a general improvement on
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all lines of church work. We bless & praise God for the success that has attended our labors and sincerely trust this may be but an incentive to us in putting forth yet greater effort to enlarge the boundaries of Christendom.








J. E. Hobson, Wm Kilpatrick.

Your Auditing Committee have examined the receipts and disbursements of Rev. W. H. Perkins, chairman of Committee on Education, and while there is an apparent discrep​ancy on the face of the papers, yet by a reference to his settlement with the present acting chairman the matter can be fully explained. Your committee have also examined the receipts of Rev W. S. Jacobs for same cause from March 15, 1895 to 30th day of March for the same year and the full amount thereof on deposit as shown by the bank book. Your committee would recommend that the chairman of said committee keep a book in which to paste all vouchers for monies paid out & that these be kept in said book in con​secutive order & numbered. This will relieve the Auditing Committee of a large amount of useless labor. Had the former chairman made out his report in regular order and this report been submitted to Presbytery, you committee would have given to the Pres​bytery a report which would have been more satisfactory both to itself and the Pres​bytery.








Respectfully submitted,








Baker Smith, J. E. Chapman.

The report was approved.

Rev. J. E. Hobson was allowed to retain the call from the Macon Church until the ad​journed meeting at Meridian, June 19.

The minutes were read, corrected and approved. Presbytery then adjourned with singing, prayer and apostolic benediction to meet at Meridian in the 1st Presbyterian Church, June 19th, 4:30 o’clock p.m.








W. S. Jacobs, Moderator.








A. F. Dent, Clerk.

Attest:

A. B. Coit, S. C.
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Meridian, June 19, 4:30 p.m.

Presbytery met pursuant to adjournment [in the First Presbyterian Church], and was called to order by Rev. A. H. Barkley, the senior minister present, [and] was constituted with prayer. Present: A. H. Barkley, A. B. Coit, E. B. Witherspoon & J. E. Jones. Elders: W. E. Baskin of Meridian 1st and L. T. Carlisle of the West Point Church and W. J. Stephenson of Lauderdale.

Elder L. T. Carlisle was elected Temporary Clerk.

Mr. R. L. Campbell, a candidate under the care of our Presbytery was present with the purpose of obtaining license to preach. Mr. Campbell was then examined on the studies required and gave satisfactory proof of his proficiency by certificate of certain studies, thus covering all examinations required by our Book of Church Order, Chap. VI, Sec. V. He was also examined on personal religion & motives for seeking the gospel ministry. All of the examinations were severally sustained. His Latin thesis, popular lecture & exegesis were referred to committees & by them approved & sustained by Presbytery. His popular sermon was set for 8 p.m. The fact that he has studied the Bible under approved instructors for 5 years and theology one year was considered compliance with the requirement to study theology two years before licensure.

Friendship Church by letter to the Presbytery urged the Presbytery as soon as possible to  have the commission already appointed visit said church. Rev. J. E. Jones was appointed a member of the commission to adjudicate matters in connection with the trouble in Friendship Church.






Presbytery then took recess until 8 o’clock p.m.

At 8 p.m. Presbytery met and was called to order. Mr. R. L. Campbell then preached his sermon, after which it was sustained as a part of trial and the examinations & parts of trial as a whole were sustained.
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The Moderator the proceeded to license Mr Campbell, after which report from one of the various committees appointed to confer with the churches in regard to grouping was heard. It was moved that grouping of the churches or rather the carrying out of the plan of grouping be deferred to Fall meeting which motion was discussed. 

Presbytery then adjourned with prayer to meet at 8 a.m., Thursday.

June 20, 8 a.m.

Presbytery met & was opened with prayer. Reports were heard from other committees anent the grouping, and the extent to which it is now carried out showing that seven groups out of the ten are now supplied according to the order of Presbytery. Two more are ready to cooperate, leaving only one church in one group not willing to join with the others of its group.

West Point was granted permission to employ Mr. Campbell during his summer vacation at a salary of 50.00 a month.

The motion to defer the grouping until Fall was lost and a committee consisting of Rev. J. E. Jones, A. B. Coit & E. B. Witherspoon was appointed to draw up a paper in regard to it. The committee presented the following report which was adopted: Whereas Presbytery is grouping her churches in order that all might be supplied with a regular ministration of the Word has patiently waited for the groups known as Okolona & Macon to signify their willingness to conform to Presbytery’s wishes, and whereas Presbytery is now in posses​sion of the fact that the Macon Church is ready to group with others: Therefore be it re​solved [that] Presbytery does not see its way clear to give her approval to the institution of the pastoral relation requested by the Macon Church at the spring meeting of Pres​by​tery with Rev. J. E. Hobson and would direct
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Macon group of churches to secure as preacher as soon as possible. Presbytery will rec​om​mend said group be aided to the amount of 30.00 a quarter, West Point being tempo​rarily supplied. Be it further resolved that the Okolona group be most earnestly requested to conform to wishes of Presbytery by uniting upon some minister who can serve said group acceptably. The committee were then discharged having reported in re​gard to trying to effect grouping.

Rev. J. E. Jones was added to the Home Mission Committee.

A commission was appointed to visit Bethel and do whatever was necessary for the good of that church, 5th Sabbath in June, viz.: J. E. Jones & E. B. Witherspoon.

Presbytery then adjourned with prayer to meet at Vernal on Thursday, Sept. 26, 11 a.m.








A. H. Barkley, Mod.








L. T. Carlisle, Tem. Clerk.

Attest:

A. B. Coit, S. C.
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Vernal, Greene County, Miss.








Thursday, Sept 26, 1895

Presbytery met in the Presbyterian Church at Vernal at 11 o’clock a.m. The opening sermon was preached by request by Rev. A. H. Barkley from Heb. XIIII & 16 vs. Presbytery was constituted with prayer by Rev. D. L. Barr the last Moderator present.

The roll showed the following present during the sessions:

Ministers



Elders
               of

Churches

Rev. A. H. Barkley


J. A. Buchanan

Good Hope



Rev. D. L. Barr


G. K. McLeod


Leakesville

Rev. A. B. Coit


S. M. Adams


Newton

Rev. T. D. Latimer


William McCurdy

Pisgah

Rev. B. F. Peters2


A. G. Ferguson

Sandersville

Rev. A. G. Ferguson3


John McInnis


Salem

Rev. H. C. Smith


M. L. McKensie

Shiloh

Rev. J. E. Jones


J. S. Wardlaw


Vernal

Rev. E. J. Currie


A. Fairley


Hattiesburg






J. A. Salter2


Bethel

Mr Barkley was chosen Moderator, Mr. S. M. Adams, Clerk.

Rev. H. C Smith & Mr. J. S. Wardlord were appointed on Devotional Exercises.

Presbytery then took recess until 2 p.m.

At 2 p.m. Presbytery met and the minutes of the last regular and adjourned meetings were read.

Rev. E. J. Currie gave reasons for tardiness which were sustained. Mr. Angus Fairley appeared and was enrolled as the delegate from Hattiesburg Church.

Rev. T. D. Latimer was introduced and invited to sit as a corresponding member. Mr. Latimer then presented a letter from the Western District Presbytery [Tenn.] which was received and docketed.

Mr. R. G. Williams was invited to sit as a visiting brother.

The hours of business were fixed from 8 a.m. to 11 a.m. and from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m.

Calls from Hattiesburg & Shiloh Churches for the pastoral services of Rev. E. J. Currie were read and referred to a committee consisting of Rev J. E. Jones
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and G. K. McLeod.

Rev. J. G. Lane was granted permission to labor in our bounds for 6 months or until re​ceived into the Presbytery.

It was moved and seconded & carried that Presbytery hold an adjourned meeting at Ma​con on Wednesday, 7 p.m., 16 Oct.

Upon request of Rev. J. E. Hobson for the dissolution of the pastoral relation existing be​tween himself & the Okolona Church, the church consenting, was granted and the dis​solution declared.

Purvis Church was added to the Hattiesburg group.

Rev. E. J. Currie was appointed reading clerk.

The certificate of Rev. T. D. Latimer was taken from the docket & Presbytery proceeded to examine him upon experimental religion, theology & church government. The usual ex​am​inations were sustained and Mr Latimer was enrolled.

Presbytery then adjourned with prayer to meet at 8 a.m.








Friday morning, Sept. 27, 8 a.m.

Presbytery met and spent half an hour in devotional exercises, after which it was consti​tuted with prayer. The roll was called—see page 199.

Elder J. A. Salter of Bethel Church appeared and was enrolled. Rev. B. F. Peters also appeared and was enrolled.

A paper from Bethel Church was read & laid upon the table. The minutes were read and after correction were approved.

The commission appointed to organize churches in Rev. D L. Barr’s field reported that they did not find the way clear, but on their request were continued-p. 192.

The following report was adopted: “Your commission appointed to visit Bethel Church with a view to reorganizing that church would report that they visited that church the 5th Sabbath in June on Saturday before preaching both days, and on Sabbath elected, or​dained & installed 3 elders & two deacons, and administered the Sacrament of the 
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Lord’s Supper. The church has since secured the services of Rev. T. D. Latimer and every​thing we think is in a healthy condition.”








Respectfully submitted,








J. E. Jones.

The Friendship commission made a report which was received and referred to a special committee consisting of Rev. A. B. Coit, H. C. Smith & Elder A. G. Ferguson. The report was as follows: “Your commission appointed by the body to visit the Friendship Church to adjudicate troubles existing in said church, respectfully report that they visited the church about 1st of August and after conferring with the Session it was determined that a series of meetings be held with the hope that all the trouble might be adjudicated through the meeting. Your commission secured the services of Evangelist G. E. Chandler to hold this meeting but before he reached the field a meeting was held by another brother & the results of said meeting are known to this body.”








Respectfully submitted,








J. E. Jones.

The following standing committees were read out by the Moderator:

Bills & Overtures—Rev. J. E. Jones, Rev. B. F. Peters and J. A. Buchanan.

Judicial—Rev. A. B. Coit & Elder M. L. McKensie.

Narrative—Rev. D. L. Barr, Wm. McCurdy & J. A. Salter.

Statistical—Rev. E. J. Currie & Angus Fairley.

Minutes of Gen’l Assembly—Rev. T. D. Latimer and S. M. Adams.

Assessment—Rev. H. C. Smith & J. A. Woodard.

Auditing—Elder A. G. Ferguson & John McInnis.

Leave of Absence—G. K. McLeod & A. G. Ferguson.
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The hour having arrived for the presentation of narratives from churches not represented, the subject was taken up and the roll called & a free conversation was held on the state of religion.








Presbytery took recess until 3 p.m.

At 3 p.m. Presbytery met and resumed the discussion of the state of religion, after which the commission appointed to install Rev. A. B. Coit pastor of the Sandersville Church reported & the report was adopted & is as follows: The commission met in Sandersville on the 4th Sabbath in May and discharged the duty assigned according to the Book of Church Order.








Respectfully,








H. C. Smith, Mod.

The Rev. A. H. Barkley a commissioner to the General Assembly reported and his report was received and his diligence commended.

By motion the Treasurer of presbytery was relieved from the duty of requesting the Elder commissioner to the General Assembly at Nashville to refund the amount above expen​ses, if any.

The committee to whom were referred the calls of Hattiesburg and Shiloh Churches for the pastoral services of Rev. E. J. Currie reported said calls in order and they were placed in Mr Currie’s hands. He accepted them.

Hattiesburg was chosen as the place for the Spring meeting.

The request of Bethel Church for the services of Rev. T. D. Latimer for the next six months was granted.

There being no member of the Home Mission Committee present except Rev. J. E. Jones, Rev. D. L. Barr & Elder S. M. Adams were appointed on said committee during the sit​ting of this Presbytery.

Subjects for Sermon & Essay with the appointments for the same were continued. Rev.
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T. D. Latimer was substituted as alternate for the Sermon—see page 194.

                                          Presbytery adjourned with prayer to meet Saturday at 8:30 a.m.








Saturday, Sept. 28, 1895

After half hour devotional exercises, Presbytery was called to order by the Moderator at 9 a.m. The roll was called & minutes read & approved. Dr. Raymond sent written reasons for absence which were sustained.

Rev. A. H. Barkley, Rev B. F. Peters & Elder E. Hall were appointed a commission to install Rev. E. H. Currie pastor of Hattiesburg Church on 1st Sabbath of November 1895.

Rev. A. B. Coit, Rev. B. F. Peters & Elder E. Hall were appointed a commission to install Rev. E. J. Currie pastor at Shiloh Church on the 4th Sabbath in November 1895.

The Treasurer made his report which was received, audited & adopted:

Presbyterial Tax.

Amt on hand per last report


$24.85

Friendship




    2.50

Crawford




    1.00

Erata





    4.50

Good Hope




    2.00

Montrose




    1.70

Alexander’s Chapel



     1.60

Newton




     3.50

Sandersville




     5.00

Salem





       .50

Leakesville




     1.75

Bethel





     2.50






   51.35

Disbursements

Paid Treas. Gen’l Assembly


    25.00

Stated Clerk salary & stationery 

    38.00
Balance




    13.35
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Commissioner’s Fund

Error in last report

Meridian 1st




    15.00

Receipts since last report:

Friendship




      3.00

Bethel





      1.00

Hamilton




      1.50

Returned Com. Fund



      6.67

Leakesville




      1.00

Philadelphus




      1.00






    29.17

Additional Payment to Com. Baskin

      7.50






    21.67








Respectfully submitted,








A. H. Barkley.

The report of the Committee on Narrative was received, adopted and ordered forwarded to Synod & is as follows: “We your Committee on Narrative beg leave to make the fol​lowing report. We received through elders & ministers reports from thirty-six churches, from which reports we learn that social and especially public worship is well observed, the congregations as a rule being punctual and large in their attendance upon the minis​trations of the Word, but not so punctual in attending prayer meeting services. Family worship is observed by some in nearly every church, but the majority of church members neglect this duty and it grieves us to say that a majority of the elders & deacons fall far short of their duty on this line. The Sabbath is, as some say, fairly observed, but when we take God’s Word as the pattern of text, we must say the observance of the Sabbath falls far short of the requirements. Twenty-six of the thirty-six churches reported Sabbath schools under the supervision of the session and about four
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reported union schools. The others report no school. Catechetical instruction is largely ob​​served in Sabbath schools and in some families. Several churches reported special out​pourings of the Holy Ghost. The others while they could not say they had any special out​pour​ings yet they realized that the Holy Spirit had been and was still with them. Intemp​erance does not prevail, yet we regret to say that some do indulge therein. The majority of our churches are not given to worldly amusements but the minority are troubled some on this line. All the churches form which we have received reports are supplied with the Word except three. The congregations are fairly liberal in giving of their substance unto the various causes of the Church. We have very little or no instruction of the colored peo​ple, except as we contribute to the cause of colored evangelization, and we regret to say that very few of our churches contribute to that. We feel to say with the Apostle Paul, “Therefore my beloved brethren be ye steadfast, immoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know your labor is not in vain in the Lord.”








Respectfully submitted,







D. L. Barr, Wm McCurdy, J. A. Salter.

The committee on Leave of absence reported that Rev. E. J. Currie & Angus Fairley are absent by permission.








A. G. Ferguson, G. K. McLeod.

The Judicial Committee reported that nothing had come before them. The report was ap​proved and committee discharged.

Pendleton Church was on motion
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dissolved, and Rev. D. L. Barr, C. F. Mull & Brooks McLauren were appointed a com​mission to transfer the members to Montrose Church and to take such steps as they may deem expedient to dispose of the church property and report to Presbytery.

Presbytery then took recess until 3 p.m.








At 3 p.m. Presbytery met.

The committee on Minutes of the Gen’l Assembly made their report which was received and approved as follows: “Your committee on the minutes of the General Assembly would report that they have examined said minutes and find in them nothing demanding the special attention of Presbytery.”








Respectfully submitted,








T. D. Latimer, S. M. Adams.

The following report was approved: “Your committee to whom was referred the report of the Friendship commission respectfully recommend that said report be approved and the commission be continued.”








A. B. Coit, Chm.

Your committee on assessments would report the following assessments:

Lauderdale


3.00

Hattiesburg



3.00

Newton


2.50

Enon




1.00

Alexander’s Chapel

1.00

Shiloh




1.00

Carolina


2.00

Okolona



5.00

Garlandsville


1.00

Macon




5.00

Lawrence


1.00

Columbus


          15.00

Montrose


1.00

Meridian 1st


          15.00

Mount Moriah


2.00

Louisville



1.00

Enterprise


2.00

Pleasant Springs


1.00

Geneva


1.00

Starkville



5.00

Heidelberg


2.00

Osborn




1.00

Sandersville


2.00

Erata




1.00
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Good Hope


1.00

Aberdeen



4.00

Philadelphus


1.00

Hamilton



1.50

Pisgah



1.00

Unity




2.00

Salem



1.00

West Point



3.00

Liberty



1.00

Barr’s Chapel



1.00

Vernal



1.00

Bethel




1.00

Meridian 2nd 


2.00

Bloomfield



1.00

Ellisville


2.00

Crawford



1.00

Toomsuba


1.00

DeKalb



3.00

Houston


2.00

Friendship



3.00

Knox



3.00

Wahalak



1.00

Center Point


1.00

Buena Vista



1.00






Total



        115.00








Respectfully submitted,








H. C. Smith, Chm.

The above was approved.

The Committee on Statistics made their report which was adopted and is as follows: Your Committee on Statistics report that we have 15 ministers, 1 licentiate, 7 candidates. We have dismissed one minister & one licentiate. We have received two ministers and or​dained one licentiate and licensed one candidate. Our next place of meeting is Hatties​burg. Time by standing rule. Address of Stated Clerk is A. B. Coit, Enterprise, Miss.








Respectfully submitted,








B. F. Peters, Wm McCurdy.

In addition to the usual vote of thanks to our hospitable entertainers, Presbytery thanked the Moderator & Clerk.

Salem, Vernal & Leakesville Churches requested permission to employ Mr. Ferguson which was granted.

The report of the committee on Home Missions was received & approved, and is as fol​lows: “Your special committee appointed on Home Missions beg leave to report as fol​lows: That group of churches no. 9 be changed as to make group now consist of Pisgah, Liberty, Erata, and Good Hope, and that
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group no. 11 consist of Leakesville, Vernal, Salem & Philadelphus. Furthermore, your committee recommend that Rev. J. G. Lane be requested to take oversight of Presbyter​ians at Amory on K. C. R. R. & keep the Home Missions Committee informed of state of affairs at that point, that we may organize as soon as possible.”








Respectfully submitted,







J. E. Jones, D. L. Barr, S. M. Adams.

On motion Presbytery proceed to the examination of Licentiate A. G. Ferguson for or​dination as an evangelist. His examination on experimental religion, theology, church hist​ory, sacraments and church government were sustained. The following subject was assigned: The text Matthew 27 & last clause of 46 vs. for the popular sermon.








Presbytery took recess until 7 p.m.

At 7 p.m. Presbytery met. The trial sermon of Licentiate A. G. Ferguson was preached and sustained as a part of trial. The examinations were then sustained as a whole. Mr. Fer​guson was then ordained as an evangelist according to the constitution of the Church.

A commission consisting of Rev. D. K. Barr, Wm McCurdy & J. A. Buchanan was appointed to visit Salem Church and to adjust all difficulties existing in said church.

After reading and adopting minutes and singing a hymn, Presbytery adjourned with prayer and apostolic benediction to meet at Macon, Wednesday, 7 p.m. after 2nd Sabbath in Oct. 1895.








A. H. Barkley, Moderator.








S. M. Adams, Clerk.

Attest:

A. B. Coit, S. C.
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Macon, Miss., Oct 16th 1895, 7:30 p.m.

Presbytery met pursuant to adjournment and was constituted with prayer by the Moder​ator. Roll called and following delegates found present:

Ministers



Elders



Churches

A. H. Barkley



A. F. Dent


Macon

A. B. Coit



J. A. Salter


Bethel

J. E. Jones

T. D. Latimer

H. R. Raymond

Elder A. F. Dent was chosen clerk.

Rev Mr. Bowen of the Methodist and Rev Mr Johnson of the Baptist Church were invited to sit as visiting brethren.

A call for the pastoral services of Rev. T. D. Latimer was presented form Macon Church for one-half of his time, which being found in order was placed in his hands, and he having signified his acceptance of the same. The following commission was appointed to install him pastor of said church, Oct 17, 7 o’clock p.m., viz.: Rev. J. E. Jones to preside, propound the constitutional questions, preach the sermon & charge the pastor. Rev. H. R. Raymond, D.D., to charge the people. Elder J. A. Salter was the [blank] member of the commission.

A letter of dismission of Rev. J. G. Lane was read and docketed. The letter was from North Ala. Presbytery.

Presbytery then adjourned with prayer to meet at 9 a.m. tomorrow.








Oct. 17th 1895

Presbytery met pursuant to adjournment and was called to order and opened with prayer by the moderator, Rev. A. H. Barkley. Roll called and members present as on yesterday. Minutes read and approved.

Rev. A. B. Coit read a communication for the information of the body from C. E. Gavin, a colored student at Tuscaloosa who sought membership with us but went to Ethel Pres​bytery.

Presbytery then took the letter of Rev J. G. Lane from the docket and proceeded to examine Mr Lane upon experimental religion, theology and church government, all of which were sustained, and after signing the obliga-
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tion his name was enrolled.

On motion Rev. H. R. Raymond, D.D., J. A. Salter & Rev. T. D. Latimer were appointed (and will report at Spring meeting) an ad interim committee to consider the overtures sent down from the General Assembly. On account of small attendance the matter was not acted on at this meeting. These overtures are in reference to separate church for Negroes & separate secretary for Sunday schools.

On motion the Statistical Report will include Rev. J. E. Lane.

A call from the Aberdeen Church for the pastoral services of Rev. J. G. Lane was presented & on reference to a committee found not to be regular and on motion the same is returned to the church to be perfected.

Rev. J. G. Lane, Rev. H. R. Raymond and Elder Wm McMillan were appointed a com​mission to organize a church at Amory, if the way be clear.

Home Missions Committee were authorized to correspond with delinquent churches in regard to Home Mission Fund & requested to state reasons for delinquency.

Minutes were read and approved. Presbytery then adjourned with singing, prayer & bene​diction to meet at Hattiesburg by Rule No. 5.








A. H. Barkley, Moderator.








A. T. Dent, Clerk.

Attest:
A. B. Coit, S. C.

Examined and approved by Synod in session at Crystal Springs, Nov. 2nd 1895 with the following exceptions:

1. That on page 146, it is recorded that Presbytery took recess till 2:30 p.m., and then is followed by the record that Presbytery met at 2 p.m.

2. That there is a verbal omission or mistake on page 147, sixth line from the end de​stroying the sense.

3. That on page 155 Presbytery agreed to “hold a call meeting.” It should have been “adjourned.”

4. That on pp. 154, 155 the same is twice recorded, with slight addition in the latter case, but with no indication of reconsideration.

5. That on p. 194 a minute is written in the margin
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with nothing to show why it was not in the body of the minutes or by what authority it is placed where it is.

6. That on page 197 it is recorded that “the Moderator then proceeded to license” a bro​ther, there being no record that Presbytery had so ordered or decided.

7. That on page 199, a gentleman was invited to sit as a visiting brother, but it is not stated on what ground this invitation was extended.








J. E. Jones, Moderator.








Meridian, Miss.








Feb. 18, 1896

Presbytery met in the 2nd Presbyterian Church of Meridian in response to the call of the Moderator, Rev. A. H. Barkley, made in accordance with the Book of Church Order, Par. 8, Sec. 4, Ch. V. The purpose of the meeting was to dismiss Rev. E. B. Witherspoon to the Presbytery of Potosi, Mo.

There were present: Rev. J. E. Jones, Rev. E. B. Witherspoon, Rev. A. B. Coit & Elder J. R. Mitchel.

Presbytery called to order and constituted with prayer by Rev. A. B. Coit, the last Mod​erator present, after which Elder J. R. Mitchel was chosen Moderator and A. B. Coit requested to act as Clerk.

Rev. E. B. Witherspoon requested Presbytery to release him from the stated supply rela​tion existing between him and Meridian 2nd, Ellisville, & Toomsuba. He returned the call from Meridian 2nd Church & declined to accept it, and requested Presbytery to dismiss him to the Presbytery of Potosi, Mo. His requests were granted after expressions of regret on the part of the brethren and a statement of the outlook before him in his new field of labor by Mr. Witherspoon.

The following resolutions were adopted; Whereas: Rev. E. B. Witherspoon was licensed by this body & since that time has labored within our bounds, Resolved that we have appreciated his labors among us as a pastor
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as a preacher and believe that God’s blessing has rested upon his work. Resolved, that we regret the fact of his leaving us to work in another part of the Master’s vineyard, and that we hope & pray God’s blessing may attend him and his wife wherever God may call them. Resolved, that we assure Brother Witherspoon of our continued interest in him which will follow him through his labors for the Master

Minutes were read & approved. Presbytery then adjourned with singing, prayer and the apostolic benediction to meet at Hattiesburg by Rule No. 5.








J. R. Mitchel, Moderator.

A. B. Coit, S. C.








Meridian Church, 








Thursday, April 23, 11 a.m.

Presbytery of Tombeckbee, in consequence of smallpox at Hattiesburg, met by order of the Moderator Rev. A. H. Barkley in the First Presbyterian Church of this city. Rev. A. H. Barkley the Moderator preached the opening sermon after which Presbytery was cal​led to order and constituted with prayer.

The roll showed the following ministers & elders present:

Ministers



Elders



Churches

D. L. Barr



J. W. Cavanah


Crawford

A. H. Barkley



J. A. Salter


Bethel

A. B. Coit



Wm Kilpatrick

Columbus

E. J. Currie



E. E. Powe


Newton

W. S. Jacobs2



J. A. McRea


Bloomfield

J. G. Lane



W. L. Fox


Enterprise

T. D. Latimer



J. F. Smith


Heidelberg

H. R. Raymond, D.D.


W. T. Peden


Friendship

H. C. Smith



David McCarley

Okolona

J. E. Jones



J. C. Houston


Meridian 1st 

G. A. Strickland3


J. R. Mitchel


Meridian 2nd 
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L. G. Smythe2


Lawrence






Baker Smith


Lauderdale






John Lande2


Garlandsville






Wm McCurdy2

Pisgah






R. M. Sanders2

Sandersville






E. A. Smith2


Toomsuba






A. Pearce


Ellisville

Rev. T. D. Latimer was chosen Moderator & Elder Wm Kilpatrick, Clerk. Baker Smith, Reading Clerk.

The hours of session were fixed as follows from 9 a.m. to 12 & to meet again at 3 p.m.

Presbytery then took recess until 3 p.m.








Thursday Evening, 3 p.m.

Presbytery met. Minutes of the Fall meeting at Vernal, the adjourned meeting at Macon & the called meeting at Meridian were read.

Rev. G. E. Chandler of Mississippi Presbytery was invited to sit as a corresponding mem​ber. 

Rev. E. J. Currie appeared & gave satisfactory reasons for tardiness which were sus​tained.

Your commission appointed to install Rev. E. J. Currie pastor at Hattiesburg Church re​port that duty performed. 









A. H. Barkley, Chm.

The report was approved & the commission discharged.

Your commission appointed to visit Salem Church and settle trouble existing in said church would respectfully report that they visited Salem Sept. 30th and by the help of the Lord succeeded in adjusting the trouble.








Respectfully submitted,






       D. L. Barr, Wm McCurdy, J. A. Buchanan.

The report was received and approved.

Report of chairman of commission appointed to visit Friendship Church: As chairman of the commission consisting of Rev. J. E. Jones & Elder A. T. Dent, Macon Church, W. J. Stockett, Okolona Church & myself of Meridian 1st Church,
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and appointed by this body to visit Friendship Church, I beg leave to submit the fol​low​ing report—I have been unable to get the commission together and therefore unable to dis​charge the duty assigned us, for the following reason, to wit: no appropriation was made by this body to defray the expense of the commission and I was informed by the authorities of the Friendship Church that they would not defray the expense. For the in​formation of this body, however, I will say that from correspondence I have learned that there is some friction in the church. There seems to be two parties, one represented by the elders, who seem to be acting in the rule of the church now, and the other represented by Elders J. W. T. Peden and John Peden, who seem to be inactive now as to ruling the church. In order therefore that this body might be placed in possession of all the facts in the case, and adjust all troubles if any exist, I ventured to write to the session and ask that they send a representative to the meeting of your body, and I also [wrote] to Messrs J. W. T. Peden & John Peden asking that one or both of them should come also. Having done the best I could do under all the circumstances, and with the hope that my conduct on the matter may receive your approval, and with the further hope that this old church, one of the old landmarks of Presbyterianism in this part of the state, may be once more united in fellowship and love. I most respectfully submit this, my report to your honorable body.








W. E. Baskin, Chm. of Comm.

The report was received and with all paper in the Friendship case referred to a com​mission consisting of Rev H. R. Raymond, D.D., Chm., rev. H. C. Smith, Rev. E. J. Cur​rie, Rev. J. G. Lane, & Elders Col. J. F. Smith, E. E. Powe, and W. L. Fox.

Rev. H. C. Smith gave reasons for tardiness which were sustained.





Presbytery adjourned with prayer until 9 a.m. tomorrow.
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After half hour devotional exercises the Presbytery was constituted with prayer. See Roll of Thursday. Minutes of yesterday read, corrected and approved.

Rev. W. S. Jacobs appeared and gave reasons for tardiness which were sustained.

All papers referring to & from Z. B. Graves were referred to a select committee consist​ing of Rev. D. L. Barr, A. H. Barkley, J. W. Cavanah, J. A. Salter & J. F. Smith.

The Moderator then read the following Standing Committees:

Judicial

W. S. Jacobs & J. W. Cavanah.

Bills & Overtures

A. H. Barkley & J. A. Salter.

Narrative

J. E. Jones & Wm. Kilpatrick.

Minutes of Synod

A. B. Coit & John Land.

Auditing

J. E. Jones, J. A. McRea.

Sermon & Essay

D. L. Barr & Wm McCurdy.

Statistics

J. F. Smith & W. T. Peden.

Leave of Absence

J. C. Houston & J. R. Mitchel.

Records

A, H, Barkley & David McCarley.

Sabbath Schools

A. B. Coit & J. R. Mitchel.

Devotional

J. E. Jones & J. C. Houston.

Presbytery heard with pleasure the remarks of Rev. G. E. Chandler in regard to the West Point Church and adopted the following resolution: Resolved, that Presbytery has heard with interest the efforts of our people to build at West Point & commends their energy & zeal, That recognizing the importance of West Point as a center for future work, Presby​tery wishes to extend sympathy and aid & commends that church to the liberality of our people and
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hereby asks the sessions of our churches to open the way for the solicitation of aid among their members. 2nd. Resolved that the church be recommended to the liberality of the Synod at large with the endorsement of Presbytery.

Presbytery then took recess to hear the sermon by Rev. D. L. Barr at 11 a.m., after which Presbytery resumed business.

A commission was appointed to visit Garlandsville Church to settle a difficulty in said church. Presbytery to pay expenses. The commission consists of Rev. J. E. Jones, J. F. Smith, W. L. Fox & Wm McCurdy.

Rev. G. E. Chandler was granted permission to labor in our bounds.

Rev. Vanhook of the M.E. Church was invited to sit as a visiting brother.

Rev. G. A. Strickland of Tuscaloosa Pres. was invited to sit as a corresponding member.

Rev. A. G. Ferguson and Rev. J. E. Hobson sent reasons for absence from this meeting which were sustained.

Presbytery sustained Rev. M. J. McLean’s reasons for absence and express sorrow & sym​pathy at the condition of his health.







Presbytery took recess until 3 p.m.

At 3 p.m. Friday Presbytery met & resumed business. Rev J. E. Jones was chosen chair​man Committee of Home Missions.

Rev. W. S. Jacobs & W. A. Campbell will have charge of the Invalid Fund.

Rev. G. E. Chandler’s certificate of dismission from Mississippi Pres., coming after he had left, was read & filed.

All papers referring to J. B. Lindsey, col., were referred to the Judicial Committee.

Communication from Rev J. N. Craig was referred to Home Mission Committee.

On motion W. E. Baskin & H. M. Street were added to the Home Mission Committee.
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The report of the Judicial Committee in regard to Rev. J. B. Lindsey, colored, was read and discussed. The matter was referred to an ad interim committee consisting of D. L. Barr, E. E. Powe, & Wm McCurdy, in default of some information not in the hands of the body.

The Committee on Sermon & Essay reported as follows: Subject—Regeneration—Rev. H. C. Smith. Alternate, Rev. E. J. Currie. Essay—subject—Duties of Elders & Dea​cons—W. E. Baskin. Alternate, Col. J. F. Smith.

Rev. Cody of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church was invited to sit as a visiting brother.

The Committee on Ministerial Support reported through Rev J. E. Jones through chair​man, that the majority of the churches have met their financial obligations but were sorry to say that some did not. They recommended that various pastors urge their members in this respect. The report was adopted.

Rev. Mr Holloman of the M. E. Church South was invited to sit as a visiting brother.

Rev. G. A. Strickland was granted permission to supply Scooba & DeKalb Churches for the next six months. 

Presbytery then adjourned with prayer to meet Saturday at 9 a.m.








Meridian, Saturday, 9 a.m.

Presbytery met, and after half hour spent in devotional exercises was constituted with prayer. Roll-see 1st day’s minutes. 

The first order of business was the report of Committee on Records. It was adopted as follows:

Bethel—Records approved as far as written to page 115, April 25, 1896.

Crawford—Records approved as far as written. April 25, 1896.

Ellisville—Approved to date.

Meridian 2nd—Approved to date.

Friendship & Garlandsville. Approved to date.

Houston—Records approved to date except page 91. Letters of dismission were given without showing to what church the members were dismissed. Erata—Records approved except Feb 1896 shows that parties presented themselves for admission but the minutes do not show whether
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they were admitted or rejected.

First Church of Meridian—Approved to date, except page 343, minutes show that letters were granted but does not show what church they were dismissed to join.

Good Hope—Approved to date.

Carolina—Approved to date.

Newton—Approved to date.


Alexander’s Chapel—Approved to date.

Okolona—Approved to date.


Lauderdale—Approved to date.

except that Session does not meet as required, which is quarterly.

Aberdeen—Approved to date except no report of representative of attendance on Presby​tery’s Fall meeting 1895 (p. 35).

West Point—Approved to date.

DeKalb—Approved at Meridian April 25, 1896 with following exception. The book has not been before Presbytery since Nov 8, 1891.

Knox—Approved except no appointment of representative to Presbytery for Spring meeting in 1893 until April 1896.

Lawrence—Approved to date.

Columbus—Examined & approved with following exceptions: 1st. W. H. Perkins an ordained minister was dismissed from the church, p. 127. On p. 128 record is made that W. H. Perkins resigned. On page 138 at last called meeting record [shows] no opening or closing with prayer—see page 283.

The Narrative is as follows: adopted & ordered forwarded to the Assembly—“Your Com​mittee on Narrative beg leave to submit the following report: We have received reports from twenty-eight of our churches, setting forth the following facts. The fidelity of minis​ters and officers, and attendance upon services of the sanctuary in all our congregations are good and encouraging. Some few churches have had special outpourings of the Holy Spirit. The improvement in most of our churches in the way of activity and additions to membership show that our labor is not in vain. While the fidelity of members laboring in the Sabbath school is not up to the standard yet we find reasons for encouragement on this line. Catechetical and Bible instruction are given in 
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most of our Sabbath schools and in some families. From the reports that have come into our hands we have been led to believe that family worship is gaining ground in some of our churches, though it is reported as sadly neglected in others. The observance of the Sabbath is fairly good. The fidelity of members in honoring God with their substance we have some reason to believe is on the increase. Some little intemperance and indulgence in worldly amusements are reported, but for the most part our churches as being free from these things. No special effort has been put forth for the instruction of the Negroes in that they have churches of their own. Nothing out of the usual order of things has been done for reaching the spiritual destitution around and about us. While these facts are not what we would like to report in the main, yet we find in them much to encourage and increase our faith.”








Respectfully submitted,








J. E. Jones, Wm Kilpatrick.

Hattiesburg was selected as the place for the Fall meeting.

The following were chosen commissioners to the General Assembly: Rev. J. E. Jones & Elder Col. J. F. Smith. Alternates: Rev. W. S. Jacobs and W. H. Lee.

A call from the Aberdeen Church for the pastoral services of Rev. J. G. Lane was referred to the Committee on Bills and Overtures. It was found in order by them & they recom​mended that the call be placed in Mr. Lane’s hands. The recommendation was adopted. Rev J. G. Lane then asked permission to retain the call until the next meeting, which was granted.

Okolona was granted permission to employ Mr. R. J. Long after his session at the South- Western Presbyterian University is out.

Education Committee reported and the report was approved, and embraces the following points. We have under our care seven candidates, four of them in school at Clarksville, Tenn., viz. R. L. Campbell, Jno. W. Moseley Jr, R. L. Nicholson and
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O. P. Kimbrough. W. A. Hall has been teaching, thinking it not best to attend school on account of his health. Mr. T. T. Kimbrough is also out of school on account of his health. R. L. Campbell will complete his course in June. Jno. W. Moseley is in the theological department. The others are in the college department. Funds collected amounted to 368.58. Disbursed 341.50. Balance 27.08.

Rev. G. A. Strickland presented a letter of dismission from Tuskaloosa [Presbytery]. The letter was received, read, and Mr. Strickland was then examined on personal religion, theology, church government & the sacraments. These examinations were sustained and the brother’s name was enrolled after signing the obligation.

The commission appointed to visit Amory and organize a church if the way be clear (p. 210) reported that the way was not clear yet. The commission was continued and Rev. G. E. Chandler requested to act with it.

The report of the Home Mission Committee was adopted & it is as follows: “Your Com​mittee of Home Missions submit the following report. Since Rev. E. B. Witherspoon was dis​missed from this body we have received fifty dollars from Synod’s Home Mission Committee and disbursed it as follows: Rev. M. J. McLean 20.00, Rev. T. D. Latimer 13.00, Rev. H. C. Smith 15.00, for which we submit vouchers with this report. We have now in hour hands one hundred dollars from Synod’s Committee for distri​bu​tion. From best information we can obtain, it is probably that we shall have from Jan. 1, 1896 to Jan. 1, 1897 about 750.00 to be used in home missions work in our bounds. Our churches are supplied or arrangements are being made to supply them. We submit the following rec​om​mendations. 1st. Churches seeking aid from Home Mission Fund be required to file applications at the stated meetings of Presbytery when it is possible, by filling out blanks to be furnished them, containing the following
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questions: 

Form of application for aid from Home Mission Committee. Session of _____ Church.

(a) How much do you provide your minister?

(b) Is this all you are able to pay?

(c) Have you paid amount promised up to date?

(d) For what amount do you apply?

(e) Have you a reasonable hope that with assistance our church will be self-sustaining in the course of five years?

(f) Do you promise to be faithful to your minister in holding up his hands and in meeting your financial obligation to him?

(g) Do you promise that your people shall have an opportunity to contribute to Home Mission work?

2. Your committee would further recommend that the rule for distributing our Home Mission funds shall be that no church or group of churches shall receive from Home Mis​sions Committee more than one-third of the amount it or they pay their minister. This rule may have exceptions when in the judgment of Presbytery there is reason for it, but this shall be the rule.

3. We also recommend that our obligation shall be limited to funds placed in our hands, and in case the full amount conditionally promised by us to churches is not placed in our hands, the amount we do receive shall be prorated upon the basis recommended by your body.

4. For this year, upon a twelve month basis, beginning Jan. 1st 1896, and ending Jan. 1st 1897, we recommend the following amounts to be applied to the following named churches & groups of churches: Okolona $100. Macon group, composed of Macon, Be​thel, Crawford & Center Point $100, Meridian 2nd group $100, Newton group $75, Enterprise group $75, Erata group $25, Vernal group $75.

5. We most earnestly recommend that this body urge upon all of its churches the vital importance of taking collections for this cause.








Respectfully submitted,








J. E. Jones, Chm.

The commission to whom was referred the [illegible word] in Friendship Church re​ported their minutes which 
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were recommitted to change one word. The report was then received and adopted and is as follows:








Meridian, April 23, 1896

The commission appointed by Presbytery to investigate the trouble at Friendship Church met at 5 o’clock p.m. at the Presbyterian Church and was opened with prayer. There were present H. R. Raymond, chairman, H. C. Smith, J. E. Long, J. F. Smith, E. E. Powe, E. J. Currie & W. L. Fox. E. E. Powe was made clerk & E. J. Currie reading clerk. Com​muni​cations from T. S. Peden, W. Marion, and also one from J. W. T. & John B. Peden were presented and read & filed. The commission then adjourned to meet at 8:30 a.m. on the 24th.








April 24, 1896

The commission met pursuant to adjournment at the Presbyterian Church and was opened with prayer. All the members were present. A private letter to Rev. J. E. Jones from S. L. Wilson was read. Recess was taken to meet at the mayor’s office, 9 o’clock a.m., at which time the commission met & took recess until 10 a.m., at which time the commis​sion met and a communication from W. A. Marion was read and filed. All the papers be​fore the com​mission were read and the commission proceeded to hear all statements, ex​plan​ations and comments from all parties. Recess was taken until 2:30 p.m., when the commission met and proceeded with the business until 6 o’clock. Recess was taken until 7:30 p.m., at which time the commission met and proceeded to business. On examination of the papers we find certain complaints in a paper to which is signed the names of J. W. T. & John B. Peden on behalf of the minority of the Session and we find said paper presents a suitable basis for the consideration and action of this commission. The paper is attached & is as follows:








Mr. Moderator and Brethren,

We—J. W. T. & Jno. B. Peden, a minority of the elders of Friendship Church, having been notified to be present would submit the following: That there is a breach in said church and there is a possibility of its having greater. But for our effort to the contrary there 
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would have been more than a dozen members in addition to those already gone out & dismissed before this time. The remaining of these much longer depends upon the action of this meeting concerning that church. It is hoped that something will be done to relieve it of its present unsatisfactory condition. We have prayerfully considered the situation of the church all along since the trouble began & feel satisfied that we have been directed by Providence in all we have done & in arriving at the conclusions we have in the matter, having endeavored to keep the church’s best interest always before our eyes. 

(1) The first complaint we would present is that Mr. Barkley made statements soon after he came among us that were calculated to and did raise a question of veracity between us, himself and Mr. S. L. Wilson, a former elder of this church and that he did not in the opin​​ion of a great many of the members make a proper effort to set himself right before the people and therefore became obnoxious to many of the members of the church.

(2) In the second place, we complain that on account of our confidence in Mr. Barkley we suffered ourselves to be led into error. In that one occasion a charge was presented by the Clerk of Session which was addressed to the Session. Mr. Barkley suppressed it and had a committee appointed to visit the party who made the charge and ascertain whether the law had been complied with as in private charge and there was no record made of the action had, and the charges were returned to the person who made it without the session knowing what it contained. This charge was a general one under Chapter five, section six, page sixty-one, Book of Church Order, and was intended to bring up the whole question of trouble in the church and have it settled by the session if possible. This action caused additional complaint among the people.

(3) Again we fell into [error] on account of our belief that Mr. Bark​ley would properly direct us, in that on the 4th Sabbath in January 1895, we met and did elect, ordain and install elders without any public notice having been given to the congregation that such an election would on that day be holden. This meeting was presided over by Mr. Barkley and
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no one kept a record of its proceedings, so far as we know. Certainly no one acted as clerk on the day of the meeting. There were present and voting on that occasion 27 mem​bers out of a reported membership of 119. The result of this meeting caused much feeling among the membership.

(4) Again we complain that the breach was widened by the newly-elected elders and others adopting the suggestion of Mr Barkley to hold a meeting of days [sic] at the church after the trouble had arisen. We protested saying that harm would be the result, which proved to be true, as shown by the record. Two were received from other churches & eight dismissed of those who have been all along among the principal supporters of the church. It is in our opinion a very unfortunate thing that such proceedings have been had, and that Mr Barkley did not leave the church when he discovered the breach. We are at a loss to say what is now necessary to relieve the church of its present unsatisfactory state. We would suggest however that the people of that congregation are looking to this body to settle the question as to which of the factions are and have been right in view of the best interests of that church and Presbyterianism in that portion of our Presbytery. We as individuals had made up our minds to go on and submit to almost anything, hoping that God in his infinite goodness would make plain the way out of the trouble after awhile and we would prefer that course now, but are fully convinced that nothing will do but a divis​ion one way other of by this body. We have reduced what we had to say to writing that our views might be better understood. Finally, we state that we stand ready to sustain what we have said in all this statement by the word and testimony of as good men and women as can be found anywhere. Hoping that Presbytery will be so guided in its work in this matter as to check the downward movement of our beloved old church and that it will soon flourish as in the past. We are








  Fraternally, 







J. W. T. Peden & Jno. B. Peden.
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Whereupon the commission reached the following conclusions: To the first item in the complaint the commission unanimously voted not to sustain. Complaint 2nd. We find that there is no evidence of the suppression by Bro Barkley of the charge as stated by the com​plainants, nor of any attempt on his part to mislead the Session, but we are convinced that there was a failure on the part of the Session to make a proper dispensation and rec​ord in regard to said charge. Complaint 3rd. We find no ground for complaint against Bro. A. H. Barkley individually in this, but we are satisfied that the session as presided over by him was guilty of irregularities in regard to sufficient notice of a meeting of the con​gregation and appointing a day for the ordination of officers-elect; but these irregularities are not in our view such as to invalidate the election and ordination. Complaint 4th. Not sus​tained. After properly weighing the evidence of these complaints we discover nothing to shake our confidence in the Christian integrity of and ministerial fidelity of Rev. A. H. Barkley. Touching the request for the ministerial services of Rev. A. H. Barkley for a def​inite time as stated supply it is our judgment that such is the state of things in that con​gregation as to militate against his comfort and greatest usefulness among them and we would advise the church as soon as possible to seek the services of some other min​ister who might harmonize the discordant elements that exist. The commission adjourned until 8 o’clock April 25.

Commission met at 8 o’clock, according to adjournment and was opened with prayer. There were present Dr. H. R. Raymond, H. C. Smith, J. G. Lane, E. J. Currie, J. F. Smith and E. E. Paine. The minutes were read, corrected and approved. Recess was then taken to reassemble at the call of the chairman.








10 o’clock.

Commission reassembled and the clerk was
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instructed to note on the record that every item of our final action was unanimously adop​ted. The minutes were read and adopted and the commission adjourned with prayer.








H. R. Raymond, Chairman.

E. J. Currie, Reading Clerk.

E. E. Powe, Recording Clerk.

The Committee on Devotional Exercises made their report for Sabbath services which was rec’d and adopted.

The Committee on Sabbath schools reported & their report was recorded & approved.

The report of the Home Mission committee was adopted in part & is as follows—which was approved.

To the Presbytery of Tombeckbee: The chairman of Home Missions Committee reports as follows. From Jan 1st to Dec. 31 1895. 1st. Institution Aid was asked for Revs. A. B. Coit, D. L. Barr, H. C. Smith, M. J. McLean & T. D. Latimer. Rev. H. C. Smith & M. J. McLean received aid the entire year. Rev. A. B. Coit and D. L. Barr from April 1st to Dec 31st. T. D. Latimer from Sept 1st to Dec. 21st. The following sums were received and distributed—Revs A. B. Coit & D. L. Barr $53.33 each. Rev. T. D. Latimer 10.00. Rev. M. J. McLean 130.00. Rev. H. C. Smith 103.53. For 1895-96.

2nd. Invalid Fund. Aid was asked for Mrs Nannie Smyth, Mrs Mary Peden and Mrs Mary E. Emerson, also for Rev. M. J. McLean and Rev. B. F. Peters. The following amounts were asked for. Rev M. J. McLean 100.00. Rev. B. F. Peters 50.00. Mrs Mary Emerson 19.50. Mrs Nannie Smyth 50.00. Mrs. Mary Peden 75.00. The first installment which was half has been received and distributed except to Mrs Emerson who has received the full amount. I also sent the amount received and distributed of the 2nd installment for 1894 and 1895, viz.:
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Mrs. Mary Peden 15.75, Mrs Nannie Smyth 10.50, Mrs Mary Emerson 10.50. You will see from the dates of these checks that they were too late for the Spring meeting of Presbytery of 1895. The amount appropriated to Mrs Emerson for the past eighteen months was paid over by order to H. Wordman for expenses of her son during his last illness. On leaving Meridian I turned over the business to Rev. J. E. Jones. I ask for the amount of 3.00 to defray the chairman’s expenses for the last eighteen months, since the meeting of Presbytery at Louisville.








Respectfully submitted,








E. B. Witherspoon, Chairman.

The commission appointed to dissolve Pendleton Church & transfer the members (see page 205) was continued & authorized to make a deed to the property.







Presbytery took recess until 3 p.m.

At 3 p.m., Presbytery met and resumed business. The first order of business was the report of the Educational Committee. Rev. D. L. Barr was made chairman. The report is as follows and was adopted: “We have under the care of Presbytery seven candidates. Four of them are in school at Clarksville, Tenn., viz.: R. L. Campbell, John W. Moseley Jr., R. S. Nicholson and O. P. Kimbrough. Lamar Ferguson is at school at Sandersville, Miss., W. A. Hall has been teaching school near Hattiesburg, miss. He thought best not to attend school on account of his health. T. T. Kimbrough is also out of school on account of his health. Brethren, we your committee, regret to have to say that if these young men had been well, they or some of the others would had to have remained at home on account of funds. R. L. Campbell will complete his course in June. J. W. Moseley Jr., is in the theological department.” We have received funds from the following sources.

Nov 1st

Total balance on hand
    2.15

Nov 3

Garlandsville

    6.15
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Receipts





Disbursements

Nov 5

Mt Moriah

    8.30

Nov 15, ’95     R. L. Nicholson 16.00

Nov 18

Carolina

    7.00

Dec 12

R. L. Nicholson 10.00

Nov 24

Montrose

    3.85



R. L. Campbell  10.00



Alexander’s Chapel
    3.65



J. W. Moseley
  10.00

Dec 8

Newton

    6.00



R. L. Campbell  10.00

Dec 12

Lawrence

    1.30



J. W. Moseley Jr10.00



Hamilton

    6.50



R. L. Nicholson 10.00



Louisville

    1.60



O. P. Kimbrough 23.00



Rev W. S. Jacobs        114.53



R. L. Nicholson 10.00



J. E. Jones

    5.00



R. L. Campbell  30.00

Jan 8, ’96
Ellisville

    5.25



J. W. Moseley   30.00

Jan 23

Pleasant Springs
      .45



R. L. Nicholson 20.00



Starkville

  13.45



O. P. Kimbrough 30.00


Starkville Sunday school  .74                                                             261.50

Jan 24

Meridian 2nd

    2.75



Enon


    1.80

Balance on hand
              27.08

Jan 27

Aberdeen

  10.00

Feb 15

Meridian 1st

  11.66




            268.58



Shiloh


    3.53

Feb 22

Meridian 2nd

    2.25

Supplemental

Feb 24

Hattiesburg

    3.72

From Columbus

  60.00



Lawrence

    2.50

Meridian 1st


  20.00



Montrose

      .50



Mt Moriah

    4.50

To R. L. Campbell
              60.00



Garlandsville

    1.75

To J. W. Moseley

  20.00



Enterprise

  15.00



Heidelberg

  12.60

Total collected

368.58



Sandersville

    7.40

Disbursed

341.50



A friend

    6.00



Newton

    4.20

Balance

  27.08



Lawrence

    3.15



Carolina

    4.05



D. L. Barr

    5.00 

W. S. Jacobs, Chm.


Total


268.58

The following report was received and approved. The Permanent Committee on Colored Evangelization reports that soon after the beginning of the year 1896 Secretary Phillips sent to the chairman a list of churches that had contributed to this cause since April 1895 em​bracing only about one-fifth of the churches of this Presbytery.
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The chairman addressed the delinquent churches, about forty, urging them to contribute to this fund. The committee has not been informed as to what churches have since con​trib​uted. Unfavorable as this revelation is we are gratified to say that there has been some advancement in the last two or three years. It is desirable that every church should share a practical interest in this work. We recommend 1st That each church session where no contribution has been made for this cause since April 1895 provide for a collection and forward it to Atlanta as soon as possible. 2nd. That all the churches make the annual col​lections for this cause in the month of December. 3rd. That ministers, church officers and members be urged to study the facts & claims of the Colored Evangelistic Cause, so as to extend and deepen the interest on the subject. 4th. That Presbytery expresses hearty appro​val of the Stillman Institute at Tuscaloosa for training colored ministers & its satis​fac​tion at learning of the efforts being made by the directors of that institution to incorp​orate the failure of self support to some degree by suitable manual labor under super​vis​ion of the faculty.








Respectfully submitted,








H. R. Raymond, Chm.

The following report was received and approved. “Home Missions, Sustentation: Your Committee of Home Missions submit the following report. Since Rev. E. B. Witherspoon was dismissed from this body, we have received fifty dollars from Synod’s Home Mis​sion Committee and disbursed it as follows: Rev. M. J. McLean 20.00, Rev. T. D. Lati​mer 15.00, Rev. H. C. Smith 15.00, for which we receive vouchers with this report. We have now on hand $100.00 from Synod’s Committee for distribution. From best in​for​mation we can obtain it is probable that we shall have from Jan 1, 1896 to Jan 1897 about 750.00 to be used in Home Mission work in our bounds. Our churches are all sup​plied or arrangements are being made to supply them. We submit the following recom​mendations
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1st. Churches seeking aid from Home Mission Fund be required to file application at the stated meetings of Presbytery when it is possible by filling out blanks to be furnished containing the following questions: 

Form of Application for Aid from Home Mission Committee. Session of ______ Church.

a) How much do you promise your minister?

(b) Is this all you are able to pay?

(c) Have you paid amount promised up to date?

(d) For what amount do you apply?

(e) Have you a reasonable hope that with assistance our church will be self-sustaining in the course of five years?

(f) Do you promise to be faithful to your minister in holding up his hands and in meeting your pecuniary obligations to him?

(g) Do you promise that your people shall have an opportunity to contribute to the Home Mission Fund?

2nd. Your committee would further recommend that the rule for distributing our home mis​sion funds shall be that no church or group of churches shall receive from Home Mis​sion Committee more than one-third of amount it or they pay their minister. This rule may have exceptions when in judgment of Presbytery there is reason for it, but this shall be the rule.

3rd. We also recommend that our obligation shall be limited to funds place in our hands, and in case the full amount conditionally promised by us to the churches be not placed in our hands, the amount we do receive shall be prorated upon the basis recommended by your body.

4th. For this year upon a twelve month basis, beginning with Jan 1, 1896 and ending with Jan 1, 1897 we recommend the following amounts to be supplied to the following named churches: Okolona $100.00, Macon group consisting of Macon, Crawford, Bethel & Cen​ter Point 100.00, Meridian 2nd group $100.00, Newton group 75.00, Enterprise 75, Erata group 125.00, Vernal 75.00. 

5th. We most earnestly recommend that this body 
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urge upon all of its churches the vital importance of taking collections for this cause.”








Respectfully submitted,








J. E. Jones, Chairman.

“Resolved that as a standing rule, commissioners to the General Assembly each year shall report to the Treasurer of Presbytery any excesses or deficiency in the funds for their expenses placed in his hands.” Adopted.

The committee to whom was referred the requests and papers relating to Z. B. Graves reported as follows & their report was adopted: “We your committee whom was referred the request of Z. B. Graves with the lights before us do not feel warranted in granting his request; or of asking Presbytery to rescind its action.” See p. 215.








D. L. Barr Chm. & full Comm.

The Auditing Committee reported & their report was adopted and is as follows: Your committee has audited the reports of chairman E. B. Witherspoon & acting chairman J. E. Jones of the Presbyterial Committee of Home Missions and finds the reports correct and the vouchers to correspond, and recommend approval of the same.








Respectfully submitted,








W. S. Jacobs, Chm.

The Treasurer submitted the following report which was audited and approved by Presby​tery:

April 1896
Presbyterial Tax—balance from last report



$13.35

Vernal








    4.50

Salem








    1.20

Okolona







    3.75

Aberdeen







    6.00

Shiloh








    2.00

Meridian 1st







  20.00

Starkville







    6.50

Philadelphus







    3.35

Bloomfield







    4.00

Meridian 2nd 







    3.60

Knox








    2.25









  

  55.05












  71.40

Paid Treas. of Synod 27.00. Stated Clerk 12.50.

Bills 4.50. Alexander’s Digest 4.00. Bill Holder 1.50
49.50








21.90
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Commissioners Fund 1896

Commissioners Fund Last Fall



21.61

Amount Received at Meridian April 1896

Houston

2.00


Amt Brought Forward

57.00

Pleasant Springs
2.20

Okolona

5.00


Wahalak


  1.26

West Point

3.00


Aberdeen


  6.00

Columbus                  15.00


Hamilton


  1.50

Meridian 2nd

2.00


Vernal



  1.00

Sandersville

2.00


Leakesville


  1.00

Lauderdale

3.00


Toomsuba


  1.00

Erata


1.00


Nashville


  5.00

Good Hope

1.00

Bloomfield

1.00


[Total]


          $95.43

Crawford

1.00

Newton

2.50

Lawrence

1.00


Paid Commissioners

65.43

Alexander’s Chapel
1.00


General Assembly Tax
30.00
Montrose

1.00





            95.43

Pisgah


1.00

Mt Moriah

1.70

Carolina

1.00

Garlandsville

1.00

Bethel


1.00

Friendship

3.00

Heidelberg

2.00

Knox


2.60


          57.00








A. H. Barkley.

The following report was adopted. Your Committee on Sermon and Essay would recom​mend as subject of Sermon: Regeneration. Minister-Rev. H. C. Smith. Alternate-Rev. E. J. Currie. Subject for Essay: Duties of Elders & Deacons. W. E. Baskin. Alter​nate-Col. J. F. Smith.

Houston Church asked and obtained permission to employ Rev. A. H. Barkley.

The Committee on Bills & Overtures reported that the call from the Aberdeen Church for the pastoral services of Rev. J. G. Lane was in order & recommended that it be placed in his hands. This was done and Mr. Lane asked & received permission to hold the call for the present until next meeting.
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Overture No. 2. The overture is a call from the Okolona Church for the services of Candidate R. J. Long of Mississippi Presbytery. The call is not a draft as to the form from our Book. We recommend the return of the call to the church for the necessary correc​tions to prosecute said call before this Presbytery when he shall have been licensed.

Overture No. 3 is a call from West Point Church for the pastoral services of the Rev. G. E. Chandler which is regular & your committee recommend that said church be author​ized to prosecute said call before Mississippi Presbytery of which Brother Chandler is a member, for his services.








A. H. Barkley, J. A. Salter.

The above was received & adopted.

The records of Macon Church were approved with exception. On page 30, Oct. 16-min​utes are not signed by clerk on same page. Oct 17 shows that parties presented them​sel​ves for membership but does not show their acceptance. 

Sandersville records approved to date except page 25, June 23—Session was not closed with prayer.

Rev. A. G. Ferguson sent reasons for absence which were sustained.

The following report was adopted: “Your committee to whom was referred the letter of C. G. Gavin & cards from Rev R. B. McAlpine & Rev. H. C. Alexander would submit the following report. We request our Stated Clerk to write said Gavin & inform him that we desire to help and encourage him in all ways which commend themselves to us, but as we have a Presbytery for our colored brethren in our Synod, [we] now deem it best and in accordance with the wishes of our General Assembly that he should connect himself with this presbytery, Ethel, & labor under its direction. Or, if the way be opened to unite with some other colored presbytery, our advice is to unite with and accept work under it.”








Respectfully submitted,








J. E. Jones, Chm.
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Your committee to whom was referred the circular of Dr. J. N. Craig, Sec. of Assembly’s Home Missions Committee submit the following: He informs us that we shall need at least $20,000.00 to meet the demands of the Church made upon the Invalid Fund and says our part as a presbytery is $175.00. We would recommend that our committee on this fund take such steps as they deem wise to secure this amount from our churches. Dr. Craig further informs us in this circular that the committee he represents will need for their work $40,000.00 and says our part of this amount is $351.00. We recommend that each one of our churches be enjoined to take collections for this fund & that it be made the duty of each session to give their people an opportunity to contribute to this cause. We believe the amount ought to be raised and could be if we would only do our duty.








Respectfully submitted,








J. E. Jones.

The usual resolution of thanks was passed was adopted.

Presbytery after having the minutes read & approved then adjourned to meet on June 20 at West Point, at 7:30 in the evening, with singing prayer & apostolic benediction.








T. D. Latimer, Mod.








Wm Kilpatrick, Clerk.

Attest:

A. B. Coit, S. C.

Note: Owing to the fact that a wrong almanac was consulted, the date was fixed for the 20th instead of the 17th, as was intended by the body. The date was changed by the order of the Moderator & published the 17th, which was Wednesday, and enabled the brethren to attend. The 20th would have been Saturday. A. B. Coit, S. C. Approved at Hattiesburg by Presbytery, Oct. 15, 1896.

[pp. 235-236 missing]
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West Point, Miss.








Wednesday, 17 June 1896

Presbytery met and was constituted with prayer by the Moderator, Rev. T. D. Latimer. Rev. W. S. Jacobs was elected Clerk. 

Ministers present: Rev. T. D. Latimer, Rev. A. H. Barkley, Rev H. R. Raymond, Rev. J. G. Lane, Rev. W. S. Jacobs and Rev. G. E. Chandler. Elders: J. A. Salter of Bethel, D. McCarley of Okolona, L. T. Carlisle of West Point, and Baker Smith2 of Lauderdale.

Re. G. E. Chandler presented his letter from the Presbytery of Mississippi and after the examinations required by the Book of Church Order, which were sustained, he was received and his name added to the roll of Presbytery after his signifying his willingness to sign the obligation (the book being absent).

A call for the pastoral services of Rev. G. E. Chandler from the Church of West Point was read & referred to the Committee on Bills & Overtures.

A letter was read dismissing Candidate R. I. Long from Mississippi Presbytery to this body, whereupon he was received as a candidate under our care.

The Committee on Bills & Overtures reported favorably on the call for the services of Bro. Chandler and the call [was] put in his hands. Mr Chandler accepted the call. Presbytery made the installation of Mr Chandler the special order for Thursday evening, June 18, 1896, 8:30 p.m.

Rev. W. S. Jacobs was appointed to preside, to preach the sermon and propound the con​stitutional questions, Rev J. G. Lane to charge the people, Rev. H. R. Raymond to charge the pastor.

Calls from Meridian 2nd & Ellisville for the pastoral services of Licentiate R. L. Campbell were referred to the Committee on Bills & Overtures.

Presbytery having learned that the candidate Long had prepared by direction of Missis​sippi Presbytery a Greek exegesis on John 3:1-8, a Latin thesis on “De nature al relig​ione,” and a lecture on 1 Cor 12:1-11, it was resolved that these parts of trial be referred to a special committee consisting of Dr. Raymond, Chandler and McCarley for exami​na​tion. The Presbytery on motion heard a sermon from R. I. Long on Deut 6:6, as a 
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part of trial. It was sustained.

8:30 a.m. was fixed for the hour of meeting on Thursday morning.

The Committee on Bills and Overtures reported favorably the call from the Meridian 2nd Church for the pastoral services of Mr Campbell. The report was approved and the call was put in Mr Campbell’s hands, while the Ellisville call was returned for correction. Mr Campbell accepted the call to Meridian 2nd. 11 o’clock was fixed as the hour to hear his trial sermon for ordination.

Examinations of Candidates Campbell & Long, the former for ordination, and the latter, for licensure, were fixed as a special order for Thursday, 8:30 a.m.

After prayer by Rev. A. H. Barkley, Presbytery adjourned to meet Thursday, 8:30 a.m.








T. D. Latimer, Mod.








W. S. Jacobs, Clerk.








Thursday, June 18, 1896

At 8:30 a.m., devotional exercises having been led by Rev. J. G. Lane, the Presbytery was constituted with prayer and roll called. Present as on yesterday. Minutes read, corrected and approved.

On motion of Dr Raymond, the action to put the popular lecture into the hands of a committee was reconsidered and upon motion Mr Long was directed to read his address before Presbytery. On motion by Dr Raymond (the yeas and nays omitted) the lecture of Candidate Long was sustained as a part of trial. 

Time fixed for the special order of the morning having arrived, viz.: the examination of R. L. Campbell and R. I. Long, they were examined jointly on experimental religion and motions for seeking the office of the gospel ministry by Rev. A. H. Barkley, and the ex​am​i​nations were sustained.

[They were examined] on theology by Rev A. H. Barkley. On motion the examination on theology was suspended pending the special order of the day for 11 o’clock and recess of 5 minutes was taken, after which Presbytery was called to order and the sermon of Licen​tiate Campbell on Matt 5:14 was heard and sustained as a part of trial for ordination.
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The examination on theology was then resumed and sustained, Mr. Campbell’s for ordi​na​tion & Mr Long’s for licensure.








Recess was taken until 2 p.m.

At 2 o’clock p.m., Presbytery met. The committee on the written parts of trial of R. I. Long reported, recommending their approval. The committee report was accepted and the examination on church history was taken up, Mr. Long & Mr Campbell being examined jointly. The examinations were sustained.

Elder Baker Smith of Lauderdale appeared and was enrolled.

The brethren were then examined on church government & the examination was sus​tained. 

On motion the examinations on Hebrew, Greek & Latin languages was referred to a com​mittee consisting of Dr. Raymond, Rev. J. G. Lane & Elder L. T. Carlisle. The ex​ami​na​tion on philosophy was conducted by Rev. G. E. Chandler & was sustained. W. S. Ja​cobs conducted the examination on rhetoric & logic & it proved satisfactory. The ex​am​ina​tions as a whole were sustained.

The Committee on Home Missions was instructed to raise and appropriate $100.00 for the support of [the] 2nd Church Meridian group, provided they have ministerial services until the next Spring meeting of Presbytery.

It was resolved to license R. I. Long as a probationer tonight before the installation of Bro Chandler.

It was resolved that when we adjourn it be to meet at Meridian 2nd Church, July 1st 8:15 p.m.

The minutes were read, corrected and approved.









Recess until 8:15 p.m.

At 8:15 p.m. Presbytery met, and was called to order by the Moderator, and after singing and prayer the Presbytery proceeded to the 1st order of the evening, viz.: to license Mr R. I. Long as a probationer for the office of the gospel ministry. 

A call for the pastoral services of Mr Long from the Okolona Church was presented and referred to the Committee on Bills & Overtures. The committee reported the call in order and it was put in Mr Long’s hands & accepted. Further action was deferred to the
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adjourned meeting at Meridian.

The 2nd order of the evening was then taken up, viz.: the installation of Rev. G. E. Chand​ler. It was carried out according to the prearranged program. Rev. W. S. Jacobs presided & preached & propounded the constitutional questions. Rev. H. R. Raymond delivered the charge to the pastor & Rev J. S. Lane the charge to the congregation, whereupon the presiding officer pronounced Mr Chandler as the duly elected & installed pastor of the West Point Church.

The resolution of thanks for hospitality &c was adopted. Minutes were read, corrected and approved. Presbytery then adjourned with prayer to meet at Meridian 2nd Church, July 1st 1896, 8:15 p.m.








T. D. Latimer, Mod.








W. S. Jacobs, Clerk.

Attest: A. B. Coit, S. C.








Meridian 2nd Church, 








July 1st 1896

Presbytery met pursuant to adjournment and was called to order by Rev. B. F. Peters. There were present Rev. B. F. Peters, Rev. H. C. Smith, Rev. A. B. Coit, & Elders Jos. R. Mitchell of Meridian 2nd & Leland Bardwell of Meridian 1st. Presbytery was opened with prayer. Rev. B. F. Peters was elected Moderator & Rev. H. C. Smith, Clerk.

Presbytery proceeded to the ordination & installation of Mr. R. L. Campbell. Rev. B. F. Peters was appointed to preside & propound the constitutional questions and charge the pastor, Rev. A. B. Coit to preach the sermon, Rev H. C. Smith to give the charge to the people. The preliminary steps to Mr. Campbell’s ordination were stated by the Modera​tor.

A call from Ellisville Church for the pastoral services of Mr Campbell was referred to a committee to examine if it be in order. Mr. H. C. Smith was appointed on this committee. 

According to arrangements made, Rev. A. B. Coit then preached the sermon, after which Rev. B. F. Peters propounded the constitutional questions and gave the charge to the pastor. Then
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Rev H. C. Smith gave the charge to the people. Rev. B. F. Peters pronounced Rev. R. L. Campbell duly elected, ordained & installed pastor of the 2nd Presbyterian Church of Meridian. (The heads of families & members then welcomed the pastor.)

Mr. Smith reported the call from Ellisville in order & it was placed in Mr. Campbell’s hands. He accepted it and a commission was appointed to install him on the 1st Sunday of August 1896. The commission consists of Rev. A. B. Coit, Rev. E. J. Currie & Rev. H. C. Smith with Elder S. W. Lindsey of the Sandersville Church. Mr. Coit is to preside and propound the constitutional questions. Mr. Currie is to preach the sermon and charge the church, and Mr. Smith the pastor.

Lauderdale was granted permission to employ Rev. T. H. Latimer at $174 per annum. 

Presbytery then adjourned to meet on Thursday before the 1st full moon in Oct. at Hatties​burg after approving the minutes, with singing, prayer and apostolic benediction.








B. F. Peters, Mod.








H. C. Smith, Clerk.

Attest:

A. B. Coit, S. C.
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Hattiesburg, Miss., 








Thursday, Oct. 15th 11 a.m.

Presbytery met pursuant to adjournment at Hattiesburg, Miss. The opening sermon was preached by Rev. T. D. Latimer, the retiring Moderator from Rom. 1:16. Presbytery was then called to order and constituted with prayer by the Moderator. The following minis​ters and elders were in attendance during the meeting.

Ministers


Elders


from 

Churches

A. H. Barkley


C. C. Watkins



Carolina

D. L. Barr


Wm Kilpatrick


Columbus

R. L. Campbell

J. W. Cavanah



Crawford

A. B. Coit


W. S. Glenn



Ellisville

E. J. Currie


W. A. Rutledge


Friendship

A. G. Ferguson2

T. L. Matthews


Geneva

J. E. Jones


E. A. White



Heidelberg

T. D. Latimer


E. Hall




Hattiesburg

H. R. Raymond, D.D.

Wm McCurdy2


Pisgah

H. C. Smith3


M. F. Roberts



Mt. Moriah





D. L. Taylor



Philadelphus





J. C. Pearce2



Shiloh





J. F. Alexander


Alexander’s Chapel





Sam’l Abernathy


Meridian 2nd 





H. H. Rowell



Sandersville





G. K. McLeod



Leakesville





Siveyn McLeod


Salem





J. T. McCrarey


Liberty

Rev. H. R. Raymond, D.D. was elected Moderator and Elders E. A. White, Temporary Clerk and Wm Kilpatrick Engrossing and Reading Clerk.

The hours of session were fixed at 9:30 a.m. to 11 a.m. and from 2:30 p.m. to adjourn​ment or recess at the will of Presbytery.

On motion an interlocutory meeting was ordered for 2:30 p.m. by request of Rev. Z. B. Graves as second order of business for the day.








Presbytery then took recess.

At 2:30 p.m. Presbytery met, and resumed business. The minutes of the last meeting were read and the Stated Clerk authorized to correct minutes twice recorded. (Minute on page 234). Presbytery also approved the minute made by the Stated
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Clerk on page 234. The Standing Rules were read.

On motion Standing Rule No 13 was amended by inserting the words Christian Observer after the words South-Western Presbyterian. (The rule required the printing of full ab​stracts in the South-Western Presbyterian. Standing Rule No. three was amended by add​ing at the close thereof the words, “And the roll shall be called for reports.” The Stated Clerk was instructed to have the Standing Rules printed & sent to the sessions of the churches.

A communication from Oak Grove Church was referred to the Committee on Bills and Overtures. See report of said committee.

Friendship Church sent up a request for the ministerial services of Rev. A. H. Barkley, which was also referred to the Committee of Bills and Overtures.

The Standing Committees as announced by the Moderator are as follows:

Bills and Overtures—Rev. T. D. Latimer, Rev A. H. Barkley, Rev. R. L. Campbell, Wm Kilpatrick, Wm S. Glenn, W. A. Rutledge, Wm McCurdy.

Judicial—A. H. Barkley, A. B. Coit, D. L. Barr, E. J. Currie, J. E. Jones, E. A. White, C. C. Watkins.

Narrative—E. J. Currie, E. Hall, T. L. Matthews, Wm McCurdy.

Statistical Report—A. B. Coit, J. T. McCrarey.

Minutes of General Assembly—J. E. Jones & M. F. Roberts.

Assessments—D. L. Barr, J. W. Cavanah, D. L. Taylor, A. G. Ferguson.

Auditing Committee—J. C. Pearce, J. F. Alexander, E. Hall, J. W. Cavanah.

Leave of Absence—R. L. Campbell, Sam’l Abernathy, S. McLeod.

Sermon & Essay—A. H. Barkley, H. H. Rowell, D. K. McLeod.

Rev. G. A. Strickland’s reasons for absence were sustained and his request that Pres​by​tery pray for divine blessing on the meeting in which he was engaged was granted. Rev. A. H. Barkley led the Presbytery in prayer for blessing on the meet-
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ing now being concluded by the brother.

A communication from C. G. Gavin was read and referred to a special committee con​sisting of A. B. Coit & E. A. White.

Bloomfield Church sent up a request for the ministerial services of Rev. G. A. Strickland which was referred to the Committee on Bills and Overtures.

Communications from Macon & Vernal Churches wanting aid in building manses were referred to the Home Mission Committee.

The request for the interlocutory meeting was withdrawn and Presbytery proceeded with the regular order.

Rev. G. E. Chandler’s reason for absence was sustained.

Rev. J. E. Hobson was granted leave to labor without our bounds.

A communication from Rev. E. Munroe in regard to aid for Rev. M. J. McLean was re​ferred to the Home Missions Committee.

A letter from the Executive Committee of Publication was referred to Committee on As​ses​sments.

The commission appointed to visit Garlandsville Church reported and their report was adopted, and is as follows:







Garlandsville, Miss., June 30, 1896

The commission appointed by Presbytery to visit the Garlandsville Church, met in the church at 10 o’clock. Present. Rev J. E. Jones, Elders J. F. Smith, Wm McCurdy & W. L. Fox. The meeting was opened with prayer by Brother Jones. Elder W. L. Fox was chosen clerk of the commission. The commission then heard from the parties aggrieved, and also for parties who were friendly to both parties concerned, being in session for several hours. After hearing all their statements Elders Dr. S. G. Loughridge and Wm Boughton were induced by the commission to sign the following agreement, to wit: “We the under​signed Elders of said church—Garlandsville—having had some misunderstanding be​tween us in the past do agree this day that bygones shall be
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bygones and do subscribe our names to this agreement this 30 day of June 1896.








S. G. Loughridge, Wm Boughton.

Further at the recommendation of the commission Mr. Boyse, one of the aggrieved par​ties, agreed for the sake of peace and harmony to transfer his membership to the Newton Church. As to other parties and matters involved the commission hope that time and the grace of God will set it right.








J. E. Jones, Chair.

Presbytery then adjourned with prayer to meet at 9 a.m. on Friday, Oct. 16th.








Oct. 16, 9 a.m.

Presbytery met and spent a half hour in devotional exercises conducted by the Moderator. The roll was called, and the minutes of yesterday were read, corrected and approved.

The commission appointed to install Rev. R. L. Campbell as pastor at Ellisville, reported that they had not performed that duty, owing to the fact that Mr Campbell was sick at the time appointed to install him. The report was received and approved and the commission continued.

The Home Mission Committee reported in the case of the Macon Church, that Presbytery has no funds for such purpose, neither has the Assembly’s Committee and we know of no source from which such aid could be obtained. They recommended the same answer to the Vernal Church. The report was adopted.

The same committee also reported in regard to the letter from Mr Munroe in regard to aid from the Invalid Fund for Rev. M. J. McLean, recommending “that the chairman of Home Missions be directed to write Rev. W. S. Jacobs and inquire if application has been made to the Assembly’s Committee for aid for Bro. McLean and if it has not been made that Bro. Jacobs file an application.” This was also adopted.

The Committee on the Minutes of the General
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Assembly reported calling the attention of Presbytery to the action of that body in regard to celebrating the 250th Anniversary of the Completion of our Standards, & recommended that a committee be now appointed to make arrangements necessary for the proper obser​v​ance of the same at the Spring meeting of this body. See page of this book 257. 2nd. Page 581. That a committee on Bible Cause be appointed. 3rd. Page 587. Foreign Missions. We recommend that our Permanent Committee on Foreign Missions do its utmost to carry out the injunction of the Assembly. 4th. Page 606. Pars. VI & VII report of Committee on Colored Evangelization. 5th. Page 609-14. Publication & Sunday school committees to be combined to advance the work of both. We recommend that this be complied with. 6th. Page 589-2 & 3. Graded lessons & Home Class. We recommend that our Committee on Sabbath schools use its best endeavors to carry out the wishes to the Assembly. 7th. We cal​led attention of Presbytery to the 5th recommendation of same report and would rec​om​​mend that this body dissent from said action in view of the fact as we believe that the church is not yet prepared to carry such command into effect. 8th. Page 615-par. 5 & 6. Sab​bath schools & to recommendations 1, 2 & 3 of said report and would urge it upon Sab​bath School Committee to carry out the suggestions and recommendations therein con​​tained. 9th. Sabbath-page 614, par. 2nd & 4th & recommend that said paragraphs be carried out to their fullest extent possible by sessions and ministers under the jurisdiction of this body. 10th. Page 575-Overture 5th. We would recommend that Presbytery do what it can to have the provisions of our law enforced. 11th. Presbyterial assessment. Page 641.







Respectfully submitted, J. E. Jones, Chm.

The report was adopted.






Presbytery then took recess until 2:30 p.m.
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At 2:30 p.m. Presbytery met and resumed business. The Committee on Assessments for Commissioners’ Expenses to the General Assembly made the following report which was adopted. We your Committee on Assessment would recommend assessment of churches for expenses of commissioners to the General Assembly as follows:

Aberdeen 

3.00


Newton

2.00

Barr’s Chapel

1.00


Okolona

3.00

Buena Vista

1.00


Osborn


1.00

Bloomfield

1.00


Philadelphus

1.00

Bethel


1.50


Pleasant Springs
1.00

Carolina

2.00


Pisgah


1.00

Center Point

1.00


Purvis


1.00

Columbus

7.50


Sandersville

1.50

Crawford

1.00


Salem


1.00

DeKalb

1.50


Shiloh


1.00

Enon


1.00


Starkville

5.00

Ellisville

2.00


Toomsuba

1.00

Enterprise

1.50


Unity


1.00

Erata


1.00


Vernal


1.00

Friendship

2.00


Wahalak

1.00

Geneva

1.00


West Point

4.00

Good Hope

1.00


Alexander’s Chapel
1.50

Garlandsville

1.00

Hamilton

1.50

Heidelberg

1.50

Houston

1.00

Hattiesburg

3.00

Knox


2.00

Leakesville

1.00

Lauderdale

1.50

Liberty


1.00

Macon


3.00

Meridian 1st              10.00

Montrose

1.50

Mt. Moriah

1.50







     Respectfully submitted,





     D. L. Barr, J. W. Cavanah, A. G. Ferguson, D. L. Taylor

The commission appointed to sell Pendleton Church &c reported as follows & the report was adopted. We your commission to dissolve the Pendleton Presbyterian Church, trans​fer her members and make disposition of the property of said church would report, that said church has been dissolved, the members thereof trans-

[248]

ferred to the Montrose Presbyterian Church and the property disposed of except some old pews which we were unable to do anything with. The property was sold for thirteen dol​lars which amount we are ready to hand over to Presbytery.








Respectfully submitted,






         D. L. Barr, C. F. Neill, Brooks McLaurin.

Resolved, that the money arising from the sale of the Pendleton church property be placed in the hands of the Rev. D. L. Barr, and that he be authorized to pay any just claim against said church or property not exceeding the amount for which the same was sold, and that the surplus be used by Bro. Barr for benefit of the Newton manse. The above was adopted.

The request of Lauderdale Church for the ministerial services of Rev. T. D. Latimer was referred to Committee on Bills & Overtures.

The Stated Clerk was allowed the sum of 2.00 to print the Standing Rules.

Your committee appointed to consider and report on the letter from C. E. Gavin would respectfully submit the following report. Mr. C. E. Gavin is not under the care of our Pres​bytery. Your committee would refer Presbytery to the report of an ad interim com​mit​​tee reporting to Presbytery on his case. The brethren advised Gavin to join Ethel and promised him as individuals such interest and help as we could give. We recommended that he join Ethel at his earliest convenience. In regard to the church [illegible] Hatties​burg we recommend that the church is not under our jurisdiction.








Respectfully submitted,








A. B. Coit, Chm.

Mr. R. I. Long was appointed to preach a sermon from Gen. 4:4 & 5 at 7 p.m. as a part of his trial for ordination.

The Committee on Bills and overtures reported on the Oak Grove Church overture as fol​lows: Your Committee on Bills and Overtures have had placed in their hands an overture from Oak Grove Church
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under the Presbytery of Chickasaw, asking the Presbytery of Tombeckbee to overture the Synod of Mississippi to overture the General Assembly to transfer said church back to the care of Tombeckbee, it having been set of to the Synod of Memphis by the action of the General Assembly from an overture of the Synod of Memphis, thus changing the bound​ary lines of the two synods. The Synod of Mississippi was asked in 1873 by overture to consent to said change which it declined to do.  From the facts before us, your committee 

recommend that this paper be sent to the Synod of Mississippi, overturing it to overture the General Assembly to transfer the Oak Grove Church back to the care of Tombeckbee.








T. D. Latimer, Chairman






           A. H. Barkley, W. A. Rutledge, W. S. Glenn, 






                    Wm Kilpatrick, R. L. Campbell

The above was approved by Presbytery.

Overture (2) The Bloomfield Church asks permission to employ the ministerial services of Rev G. A. Strickland for the next twelve months. Your committee recommend that the request be granted, it being understood that the salary be the same as heretofore. This report was adopted.

Overture No. 3. A paper from Friendship Church asking permission to employ the minis​terial services of Rev. A. H. Barkley for the next twelve months promising him the sum of $150.00 per annum payable in monthly installments of $12.50 per month. Brothers Barkley and Rutledge did not vote on this overture.








T. D. Latimer, Chairman.

The committee recommend that this request be granted. Brother Latimer did not vote on this paper.






      A. H. Barkley, R. L. Campbell, W. A. Rutledge,







           W. S. Glenn, Wm Kilpatrick

Presbytery adopted the above report.

Overture (4). A paper from the session of
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Crawford Church requests permission of Presbytery to employ the ministerial services of Rev. T. D. Latimer for the next twelve months on a salary of $50.00 per annum payable monthly. The committee recommended that this request be granted and the recommenda​tion was adopted.

Overture No. 5. A paper from the session of Lauderdale Church asking permission to employ the ministerial services of Rev. T. D. Latimer one-fourth of his time, for the next twelve months at a salary of $174.00 payable in monthly installments. The committee rec​​om​mend that the request be granted. Brother Latimer did not vote on the adoption of this paper by the committee.






A. H. Barkley, W. A. Rutledge, Wm Kirkpatrick.







      W. S. Glenn, R. L. Campbell

Presbytery adopted the above overture.

The Committee on Assessments to whom was referred the publication circular or letter re​ported as follows & the report was adopted. We your Committee on Assessments would recommend the following, that Presbytery request the churches to pay amounts apportioned them by Presbytery for the cause of Publication:

Aberdeen

5.00
Good Hope

1.50
Philadelphus 

2.00

Alexander’s Chapel
2.00
Garlandsville

1.50
Pleasant Springs
2.00

Barr’s Chapel

1.00
Hamilton

3.00
Pisgah


2.00

Buena Vista

1.50
Heidelberg

3.00
Purvis


2.00

Bloomfield

2.00
Houston

2.00
Sandersville

2.50

Bethel


2.00
Hattiesburg

5.00
Salem


2.00

Carolina

3.00
Knox


3.50
Shiloh


2.00

Center Point

1.00
Leakesville

2.50
Starkville

8.00

Columbus                  10.00
Lauderdale

3.00
Toomsuba

2.50

Crawford

1.50
Liberty


2.00
Unity


1.50

DeKalb

3.00
Macon


5.00
Vernal


1.50

Enon


1.00
Meridian 1st
          12.00
Wahalak

2.00

Ellisville

3.50
Meridian 2nd

2.00

Enterprise

2.50
Montrose

2.00

Erata


1.50
Newton

3.50

Friendship

3.50
Okolona

5.00

Geneva

2.50
Osborn


1.50
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Columbus was selected as the place for the Spring meeting.

Presbytery passed the following in reference to licentiate R. I. Long: Whereas Presbytery in June last examined Brother R. I. Long as a candidate for licensure on all the subjects required for ordination and approved of the same, Resolved, that the examinations on these subjects be omitted in his present trials for ordination.

A commission composed of Rev. H. C. Smith, Elder W. W. Thompson and P. A. Mc​Leod was appointed to examine Henry Duncan, Clarence Gilbert & Willie Dyers [or Dyess] from Philadelphus Church, candidates for the ministry & to received the same under the care of Presbytery if the way be clear.

Rev. A. B. Coit & T. D. Latimer were appointed to consider and report in regard to Cen​ter Point Church.

The Permanent Committee on Publication and Sabbath Schools will be Rev. H. C. Smith, Rev. E. J. Currie, Elders Wm McCurdy & E. Hall.

Your committee appointed to report on Center Point Church would respectfully recom​mend that Rev. G. A. Strickland be requested to hold a meeting at the Center Point Church at such a time as may be agreed upon by the church & Mr Strickland. The above was adopted.

Rev. H. R. Raymond, D.D., was at his own request released from the Committee on Colored Evangelization and the following permanent committee appointed: Rev. T. D. Latimer, Rev. G. A. Strickland, R. Hauenstein and H. Woods.

The Moderator appointed Rev. G. E. Chandler & Elders Wm N. Ames & L. T. Carlisle on the Foreign Mission Committee, Dr Raymond still remaining chairman.

Standing Rule No. 3 was amended by striking out the word “delegate” and substituting therefore the word “representative” wherever the first named word occurs in said rule.

The following paper on Education was adopted: Resolved that we the Presbytery of Tom​beckbee request the churches of said Presbytery to contribute for the cause of Edu​cation an amount equaling 5 per cent of the amount
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paid on pastor’s salaries, and the minister be requested to give as much as possible on said cause, to be contributed through Committee on Education, i.e., chairman, D. L. Barr. The above was adopted.

Rev. J. E. Jones, the ministerial commissioner to the last General Assembly reported that he had attended every session and voted on all questions submitted to that body. His re​port was received and his diligence and fidelity were commended.

The ad interim committee appointed to consider & report on the case of J. B. Lindsey was continued until next spring.







Presbytery took recess until 7 p.m.

At 7 p.m., Presbytery met. Licentiate R. I. Long preached a sermon assigned to him as a part of trial for ordination, after which Presbytery adjourned with prayer and apostolic benediction to meet on Oct 17, 9 a.m.








Saturday, Oct 17, 9 a.m.

Presbytery met, and was opened with prayer. A half hour was spent in devotional exer​cises. The roll was called and minutes of yesterday were read, corrected and approved.

The sermon of Mr. R. I. Long on last evening preached as a part of trial for ordination was sustained together with all other parts of trial, and the ordination and installation of Bro R. I. Long was referred to a Committee on Bills & Overtures, who reported as fol​lows and their report was adopted: The Committee on Bills and Overtures have had referred to it a paper pertaining to the ordination and installation of Mr R. I. Long as pas​tor of
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Okolona Church and recommend that the commission consist as follows—Rev. H. R. Ray​mond, D.D., to preside, propound the constitutional questions and deliver the charge to the pastor; Rev. J. G. Lane to preach the sermon; Rev. G. E. Chandler to charge the people; Rev. T. D. Latimer to take the place of any minister of the commission who may be absent; [that] Elders W. A. McMillan and R. A. Murdock of Okolona also be members of the commission. The time for the ordination and installation of Mr Long to be left to the convenience of the parties in interest.






       A. H. Barkley, W. A. Rutledge, Wm Kilpatrick,







Wm McCurdy, R. L. Campbell

The verbal & written narratives from churches were heard and continued until afternoon session. 






Presbytery took recess until 2:30 p.m.








Saturday afternoon, 2:30 p.m.

Presbytery met. The Treasurer’s Report was read, approved and filed, and also approved by the Auditing Committee.

Presbyterial Tax.

Amount per last report

$21.90

Columbus for 1895


  10.00

Buena Vista



      .90

Friendship



    2.50

Liberty




    1.00

Sandersville



    2.00

Shiloh




    2.60

Alexander’s Chapel


    1.30

Purvis




    2.00

Carolina



    2.00

Lawrence



    1.55

Montrose



    2.55

Newton



    2.60

Crawford



    1.00

Columbus



  10.00

Ellisville



    2.50

Pisgah




    1.40

Salem




    2.00
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Vernal




    3.55

Leakesville



    2.20

Erata




    4.50

Good Hope



    2.50





$82.65


Credits
E. B. Witherspoon


    3.00

A. B. Coit



  15.00





  18.00

By amount to bal.


  64.65





$82.65






Respectfully submitted, A. H. Barkley, Chm.

Commissioners’ Funds

Monies received since last meeting of Presbytery

Meridian 1st Church


  15.00

Funds returned by Elder J. F. Smith
  15.00

Ellisville



    2.00





$32.00








Respectfully submitted,








A. H. Barkley, Chm.

This part of the report was also audited & approved.

Presbytery then resumed the hearing of narratives on the state of religion in the churches.

Rev. H. C. Smith preached the Presbyterial Sermon on Regeneration. Text: John 3:9 and the thanks of Presbytery were extended to him for the able and exhaustive treatment of the subject.

Presbytery again heard statements on the state of religion.

The Committee on Bills and Overtures have had placed in their hands the resignation of Brother W. Campbell of Columbus, Miss., Treasurer of the Invalid Fund, with accom​panying papers, together with 5.00 in money. Your committee recommend that the resig​nation be accepted & that Brother Wm Kilpatrick of Columbus be appointed to fill the vacancy & that all papers and monies be placed in his hands.








A. H. Barkley, Chairman






  W. A. Rutledge, Wm McCurdy & R. L. Campbell.
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The report was adopted.

The following recommendations from the Committee on Sermon and Essay were adopted. Subject of Sermon: “Mystery of Godliness Revealed.” Principal, Rev. J. G. Lane, alter​nate, Rev. A. G. Ferguson. Subject of Essay: “The Relation of Prayer to Growth in Grace—Its Efficacy & Fruits.” Essayist, J. W. Cavanah, alternate, Rev. T. D. Latimer.

It was resolved that the chairman of each permanent committee be considered the cor​responding member of the Assembly’s Committee on the same subject.

The Committee on Statistics reported. The report was adopted and ordered sent to Synod & is as follows: “Your Committee on Statistics would respectfully report that we have fifty churches and eighteen ministers, one licentiate and six candidates. We have received two ministers: Rev. G. E. Chandler from Mississippi Presbytery and Rev. G. A. Strick​land from Tuscaloosa Presbytery. We have received Mr. R. I. Long as a candidate from Mississippi Presbytery and licensed him and taken steps for his ordination. We have or​dained Mr. R. L. Campbell a licentiate of our Presbytery. The address of our Stated Clerk is A. B. Coit, Enterprise, Miss.”







Respectfully submitted,







A. B. Coit, Chairman

The following resolution of thanks was adopted: Resolved, that the thanks of Presbytery are hereby extended to the brethren and sisters and friends of Hattiesburg for their un​bounded hospitality and many favors extended to us during the present session of Pres​bytery and to our Methodist brethren for the use of their church for Sabbath services. 

Resolved, that Presbytery order that each church within its bounds to send up to the Fall meeting to the Stated Clerk the number of its membership so that all the apportionments may be on an equitable basis, i.e., the committee may have an equitable basis on which to base their assessments on the several churches according to their ability. The above reso​lution offered by Mr. J. W. Cavanah was adopted. See page 257 for explanation.
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The minutes of the day were read and approved as far as read.

Rev. H. C. Smith was requested to furnish a copy of his sermon on “Regeneration” to the South-Western Presbyterian, and that the same be published in said paper.

It was resolved that Houston, Buena Vista & Toomsuba Churches be requested to inform the Stated Clerk if they desire the services of the ministers who have served them re​cently, and the amount they are willing to pay the ministers by way of compensation and that the clerk then notify the ministers. This to be the will of Presbytery until next Spring meeting of Presbytery.

The following Narrative submitted by Mr. Currie the chairman of the Narrative Com​mit​tee was adopted and ordered forwarded to Synod. “Your Committee on Narrative beg leave to make the following report: The information at our command upon which to base a report is rather meager. Written narratives from four churches are before us. These all show the churches not only in a healthy condition but good promise of enlarged growth and usefulness. The verbal reports from all the churches shew a very satisfactory condition of things. Every church within our bounds is now regularly supplied with the preached Word. Most of them have Sabbath schools and prayer meetings. The observ​ance of the Sabbath so far as we can judge from the information at our command is good. But few of the churches report any special outpourings of the Holy Spirit, yet several re​port a very gratifying increase in membership within the last year. Intemperance and worldly amusement do not seem to have a very strong hold upon our people, yet we hope soon to see a clearer distinction and broader separation between the church and the world.”
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Respectfully submitted,








J. E. Currie, E. Hall, W. McCurdy.

The following explanatory paper of Mr. J. W. Cavanah’s resolution, page 255, was pas​sed—“Provided that same shall in no sense be considered as assenting to a per capita apportionment.”

The Committee on Leave of Absence reported as follows: “Your Committee on Leave of Absence would report that it granted to D. L. Barr & W. S. Glenn leave of absence after Friday and to M. F. Roberts, A. G. Ferguson, D. L. Taylor & J. E. Jones after Saturday morning session. We would also recommend that Rev. H. C. Smith’s reasons for tardi​ness and Rev. W. S. Jacobs’ reasons for absence be sustained.








R. L. Campbell, Sam’l Abernathy.

The report was approved.

The Moderator appointed the following committee (ad interim) on observance of 250th Anniversary of the Completion of our Church Standards: Rev. J. E. Jones, A. B. Coit, Col. H. M. Street & Mr. E. A. White.

Also he appointed the following Permanent Committee on Bible Cause: Rev. R. L. Camp​​bell, A. G. Ferguson, W. S. Glenn, Sam’l Abernathy.

Heidelberg Church obtained leave to perfect her minutes & records.

Minutes read and approved. Presbytery adjourned to meet at Columbus, Mississippi ac​cording to Standing Rule No 5 and was closed with singing, prayer and apostolic bene​diction.








H. R. Raymond, Moderator.








E. A. White, Clerk.

Attest:

A. B. Coit, Stated Clerk.

The committee appointed to examine the records of the Presbytery of Tombeckbee rec​om​mend their approval as far as written, with the following exception: On page 147 it records that a commission was appointed to dissolve a church.
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Paragraph 93, which defines the powers and duties of a Presbyterial commission, does not grant it the power to dissolve churches.








C. W. Grafton, Moderator.

Winona, Miss.

Nov 20th 1896.








Meridian, Miss.








Dec. 18, 1896

Presbytery met in the First Presbyterian Church in Meridian, in response to the call of the Moderator, Rev. H. R. Raymond, made in accordance with the provision of the Book of Church Order, Ch. V, Sec. IV, Par. VIII, to grant a letter of dismission to Rev. J. E. Hob​son to join North Mississippi Presbytery if the way be clear.

Presbytery was called to order by Rev. J. E. Jones, the senior minister present and opened with prayer. There were present at roll call: Rev. J. E. Jones, Rev. A. B. Coit, Rev R. L. Campbell and Elder Sam’l Abernathy of Meridian 2nd Church.

The call for this meeting was read. Rev. J. E. Jones was chosen Moderator and Elder Sam’l Abernathy Temporary Clerk.

Rev. J. E. Hobson’s letter, asking for his letter of dismission to North Mississippi was read: his request was granted and the clerk was instructed to send Brother Hobson his letter of dismission to North Mississippi Presbytery. 

Presbytery after the reading and approval of the minutes, adjourned with prayer and the apostolic benediction, to meet according to Standing Rule No 5, at Columbus, Miss.








J. E. Jones, Mod.








Sam’l Abernathy, Tem. Clerk

Attest:

A. B. Coit, S. C.
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Columbus, Miss.








April 15th 1897

The Presbytery of Tombeckbee met pursuant to adjournment at Columbus, Mississippi. The retiring moderator, Rev. H. R. Raymond, D.D., preached the opening sermon from I Pet II:12 verse, after which the Moderator called the presbytery to order and led in prayer. In the absence of the Stated Clerk, Rev. A. H. Barkley was appointed to act in his place.

The following ministers and elders were in attendance during Presbytery:

Ministers


Ruling Elders



Churches

Rev. A. H. Barkley

Mr. H. S. Gilleylen


Aberdeen

Rev. J. G. Lane

Dr J. T. Murdock


Buena Vista

Rev. D. L. Barr

Mr. J. A. Salter


Bethel

Rev. J. D. Latimer

Judge J. A. Orr


Columbus

Rev. R. L. Campbell

Mr. C. G. Iledman


Ellisville

Rev. R. I. Long

Mr. J. D. Lane2


Enterprise

Rev. G. E. Chandler

Mr. T. W. Peden


Friendship

Rev. B. F. Peters

Mr. C. F. Stewart


Hamilton

Rev. A. B. Coit

Mr. George Hartfield


Hattiesburg

Rev. H. R. Raymond

Hon. H. M. Street


Meridian 1st 

Rev. E. J. Currie

Mr. J. R. Mitchel


Meridian 2nd 

Rev. G. A. Strickland

Mr. J. E. Love



Osborn

Rev. J. E. Jones

Mr Wm Kellis



Pleasant Springs

Rev. Z. B. Graves2

Dr. A. C. Molloy


Unity

Rev. W. S. Jacobs

Mr. O. L. Jacobi


West Point

Judge J. A. Orr of Columbus was then elected Moderator and Rev. A. H. Barkley, Read​ing and Rev. R. I. Long Temporary Clerks. The hours of session were fixed at 8:30 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. and 7:45 p.m. each session to terminate at the will of the Presbytery. The Standing Rules were read.

The Moderator appointed Rev. W. S. Jacobs and Rev. D. L. Barr on the Devotional Com​mittee. The hearing of the Sermon & Essay was

[260]

deferred until the Fall meeting of Presbytery as the time would be occupied in hearing the addresses on topics of the 250th Anniversary of the Adoption of the Westminster Stand​ards.

By a motion, the arrangements as to the program of the Westminster Celebration was placed in the hands of the Devotional Committee, and said committee was urged to have the addresses as soon as possible.

Dr. Raymond’s address was appointed to be delivered at 7:45 p.m. in place of the usual sermon.







Presbytery then took recess until 2:30 p.m.

At 2:30 p.m. Presbytery met and resumed business. A note from Rev. W. D. Morton, Synodical Evangelist, was read and referred to the Home Mission Committee.

The invitation from the President of the I.I.C, i.e., the Industrial Institute & College of Mississippi to the Presbytery, to visit the college was heard & accepted, and 8:45 Friday morning was fixed upon as the time of said visit.

The following ministers appeared and were enrolled: Presbytery did not call on them for their reasons for tardiness, as the schedule of the railroad was understood to be the cause: Rev. A. B. Coit, Rev. R. L. Campbell, Rev. B. F. Peters, Rev. G. E. Chandler, Rev. J. E. Jones, Rev. G. A. Strickland, Rev. J. G. Lane, and Elders Col. H. M. Street, Mr. J. R. Mitchel, Mr. C. G. Steadman, and Mr. H. S. Gilleylen.

The minutes of Presbytery were read by the Stated Clerk. The word “Revealed” was by common consent inserted in the minutes making the subject of the Presbyterial Sermon to read: “The Mystery of Godliness Revealed.”

The commission appointed to install Rev. R. L. Campbell pastor of Ellisville Church re​ported that they had performed that duty, and the report was adopted. The commission
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appointed to examine and receive, if the way be clear, three young men, as candidates for the ministry reported that the commission met and examined and received two, viz.: C. M. Gilbert and W. G. Dyers, and recommended them for aid to the Educational Commit​tee. They also reported that Mr. Duncan the third young man whom they were to ex​amine, was not present. The report was adopted.

The following report was approved: Your committee to whom was referred the program for celebrating the 250th Anniversary of the Completion of our Standards would respect​fully recommend the following program:

1st. “The Westminster Assembly-Why Held and What it Did.” Rev. H. R. Raymond, D.D.

2nd. “Some Men in that Assembly.” Mr. E. A. White.

3rd. “Some of the Effects the Westminster Standards had upon the Civilization of the Nations.” Rev. A. H. Barkley.

4th. “The Theology of the Westminster Confession and Catechisms, with Differences that Distinguish it from the other Creeds.” Rev. B. F. Peters.









J. E. Jones, Chm.

The Devotional Committee appointed the following times for the addresses which were afterwards changed & the addresses were delivered as follows:

Dr. H. R. Raymond, 7:45 p.m. Thursday.

Rev. A. H. Barkley, 11 a.m., Saturday.

Rev. B. F. Peters, 7:45 p.m. Saturday.

The request of Ellisville for one-half of Rev. R. L. Campbell’s time was granted, at a salary of $350.00 per annum.

The following Standing Committee were appointed:

Bills & Overtures

Rev. H. R. Raymond, D.D., Rev. J. E. Jones, Rev B. F. Peters

& Elders Wm Kellis & O. L. Jacobi.

Judicial Committee

Col. H. M. Street & J. A. Salter, Elders & Rev. A. H. Barkley & D. L. Barr, Ministers.

Narrative

Rev. J. G. Lane, Rev. R. L. Campbell & Elders Geo. Hartfield & C. G. Steadman.

Sessional Records

Rev. T. D. Latimer & G. E. Chandler & Elders A. C. Malloy, J. E. Love.
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Auditing Committee

H. S. Gilleylen & Dr. J. T. Murdock.

Leave of Absence

Dr. J. T. Murdock & J. R. Mitchel & Rev. G. A. Strickland.

Statistics


Rev. A. B. Coit & J. W. Peden.

Sabbath Schools

H. S. Gilleylen, G. A. Strickland & D. L. Barr.

Devotional Exercises

W. S. Jacobs & D. L. Barr.

A letter from Dr. A. L. Phillips about Rev. J. B. Lindsey (col.) was heard & referred to Rev. D. L. Barr as a special committee on that subject.

Rev. A. G. Ferguson sent reasons for absence, which were sustained.

Candidate J. W. Moseley Jr., sent request for the assignment of parts of trial, with a view to licensure. His request was granted and Rev. R. I. Long and Elder O. S. Jacobi, were appointed, on a committee to select said parts of trial.

Reading of the Narratives was made the order of the day for 10 a.m., Friday.

The Committee on Sessional Records were granted permission to retire.

Standing Rule No. 14 was on motion stricken out.







   Presbytery then took recess until 7:45 p.m.

At 7:45 p.m., Presbytery met, and heard the address of Rev. H. R. Raymond on the “West​minster Assembly-Why Held and What it Did.” Devotional Committee announced that Rev. R. L. Campbell would preach at 11 a.m. Friday. Drs. Jones & Raymond were appointed to act as the representatives of Presbytery at the opening of the chapel exer​cises at the I.I. & College.
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Ellisville was chosen as the place for the Fall meeting.

Presbytery then adjourned with prayer to meet at 8:30 a.m. on Friday.








Friday morning, April 16, 1897

At 8:30 Presbytery met and was occupied with devotional exercises for 20 minutes. It was called to order and constituted with prayer by the Moderator. Roll called-see page 259. Abstract of minutes read, corrected and approved.

The report of the Committee on Sabbath Schools was read, approved, and ordered for​warded to the Assembly.

The Stated Clerk was instructed to correspond with churches not sending up statistical reports & obtain them & incorporate them in the report.

The Presbytery took recess until 10 a.m. and the members visited the college.






At 10 a.m. Presbytery met and was called to order.

On motion the special order, the hearing of Narratives was suspended to hear the report on J. B. Lindsey, which was referred to Mr Barr. The matter was then referred to the Judicial Committee.

Rev. J. J. Hunt of Ethel Presbytery appeared and was introduced to the presbytery, and invited to sit as a corresponding member. Rev. E. P. Jones of the Baptist Church was in​troduced to the body and invited to sit as a visiting brother.

On motion the place selected for the Fall meeting was reconsidered, and after some dis​cussion Ellisville was again chosen.

Rev. Dr. Bowling of the Methodist Episcopal Church South was introduced and invited to sit as a visiting brother. Elder J. D. Lane of Enterprise appeared and was enrolled.

On motion the narratives on the State of Religion in the churches were placed without read​ing in the hands of the Committee on Narrative.

Recess was taken until after religious service, after which Presbytery was called to order and resumed business. Devotional Committee announced that Rev. J. G. Lane would preach at 7:45 to night.

The report of the Educational Committee was heard and referred to the
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Auditing Committee.

The subject introduced by the paper, on uniting with the Central Committee of the Gen​eral Assembly was made the special order of the day for 2:30 p.m.

The report on ministerial support was heard and considered seriatim, and after some amendment, was adopted & is as follows: “Your Committee on Ministerial Support sub​mit the following: We have received reports from 26 of our churches. These reports com​pared with reports of previous years lead your committee to believe that our churches are doing better than heretofore in meeting their varied obligations to their ministers. Nine​teen of the churches reporting are in debt to their ministers. Carolina Church $35.00. Al​ex​ander’s Chapel $9.25. Montrose $20.80. Newton $42.50. Garlandsville $90.50. Mt, Moriah $45.00, making a total of $243.05 this group of churches is behind with Rev. D. L. Barr whose salary if all paid would amount to $700.00. These churches however, with the exception of Garlandsville, promise to settle. 2nd Church of Meridian is behind $18.00. This church makes no promise to settle. Enterprise $225.00, Geneva $34.00, making a total of $259.00 due Rev. A. B. Coit for services rendered, whose salary is somewhere near $700.00. No promise even to settle. Starkville is in arrears $505.23. Most of this amount are arrears for some years back. The present year’s salary has been paid with ex​ception of a small amount, and the old debt has been considerably reduced & the ses​sion announces he [Dr. Raymond] shall be paid. Erata $50.00. Good Hope $19.00. Pisgah 11.50. & Liberty $5.00, making a total from this group due Rev. H. C. Smith of $85.50, out of a salary promised of about $300.00. Two of these churches promise to settle but the two due the largest amount make no such promise. Vernal is behind with salary $59.90, and Leakesville $8.30, making a total due Rev. A. G. Ferguson $68.20, out of a salary a little less than $300.00. These churches promise to settle. In view of the fact that the whole burden of the work of this
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committee falls upon the chairman of this committee and in view of the further fact that the chairman of this committee is a minister himself & the question of ministerial support is one that should ordinarily be handled by someone else other than a minister, your committee offer the following recommendations:

1st. That each minister in this body who has not recently done so, and who has a charge be directed to preach a sermon to his people on systematic beneficence and ministerial sup​port in particular within the next six months, or where practical secure some brother to preach it for him.

2nd. That this whole matter of ministerial support, looking after the churches in arrears & stimulating them to a greater faithfulness & devising plans for making this part of Christ​ian duty effective be placed in the hands of a committee of elders consisting of H. M. Street, W. E. Baskin & H. L. Bardwell & J. E. Jones of 1st Church of Meridian.

Your committee has no desire to shirk duty but believing this committee suggested being good men and true, whose lives and means are consecrated to God & also being together so they can meet & confer, and accomplish more than your present committee.








Respectfully submitted,








J. E. Jones, Chairman.

The report on Education was audited & is condensed as follows—“Your Committee of Education would make the following report. We have under care of Presbytery eight can​di​dates, viz.: John W. Moseley, Jr., R. L. Nicholson, Lamar Ferguson, W. A. Hall, S. P. Kimbrough, T. T. Kimbrough, C. W. Gilbert, & W. C. Dyess. John W. Moseley, Jr., is in the theological department of the S.W.P.U., R. L. Nicholson and Lamar Ferguson in the collegiate department of the S.W.P.U. W. A. Hall is teaching school at Hattiesburg, Miss. O. P. Kimbrough & T. T. Kimbrough are at their homes in Kemper County. T. T. Kim​brough was attending the S.W.P.U. up to Christmas when on account of health he had to stop. O. P. Kimbrough has not been in school any this year.
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Those in school are reported as progressing well, save one & he is improving in his grades.” At last report we had on hand $27.08

Collected since


  345.87

Disbursed to candidates

  334.26

Balance on hand


    37.69

Supplement-Lauderdale

      3.25





    40.94

Note: This report was made in full. The report was approved. 







Presbytery then took recess until 2:30 p.m.

Friday afternoon.

At 2:30 p.m. Presbytery met and resumed business. Rev. A. L. Phillips, D.D., of Tus​ka​loosa Presbytery was invited to sit as a corresponding member. The special order of the day was set aside.

The following paper was adopted. “From satisfactory information communicated to this body as to the condition of Rev. Z. B. Graves, Resolved: that his name be, and hereby is restored to the roll of ministers.” Mr. Graves then requested that a letter to Mississippi Presbytery be given him. His request was granted and he made a few feeling remarks in leaving, expressing his regard for the body, and we were led in a prayer of thanksgiving by Rev. G. E. Chandler, for Mr. Graves’ recovery.

After some discussion it was resolved to refer back to the Assembly’s Committee on Edu​cation the care of our candidates for the ministry, with the understanding that this col​lection (April) go to our own candidates through Rev. D. L. Barr the chairman of Edu​ca​tion.

The following report on sessional records was adopted: That it has examined the records of the Osborn Church and recommend their approval as far as written with the following exceptions: 1st. Part of the record is made with pencil. 2nd. There is no record of a meeting of Session from Sept 25 to the 3rd Sab.
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in March. The following are approved as far as written with exceptions noted. Ellisville. West Point. Meridian.1st. Starkville. Unity. Newton, except that a person S. M. Adams was appointed a representative to Presbytery and there is no record of his being a member of the Session. Aberdeen, except no sessional meeting from Oct. 20 to Sept 13. Carolina, except no meeting of session from April 19, 1890 to July 21st 1896. Alexander’s Chapel. Lawrence, except 1st. No meeting of session quarterly as required. No report of delegates of attendance on Fall meeting of Presbytery at Hattiesburg. 3rd. Report to Presbytery not adopted by session. Buena Vista, except failure to record members of Session present at each meeting. 2nd. I. C. Williams makes no report of his attendance at the fall meeting of Presbytery at Hattiesburg or Synod at Winona. 3rd. Duplicate minutes on pages 94 & 95. Friendship, except the record is poorly written and the clerk needs to exercise more care. 2nd. It does not appear that the reports to Presbytery were adopted by Session. Hamilton, except delegate to Hattiesburg does not give reasons for non-attending. Knox, except 1st. It is not shown who were present at the meetings of Session. 2nd. Letters of dismission to two members do not show to what church they were dismissed. 3rd. Congregational meet​ing recorded in minutes of Session. Crawford, except 1st. No report of delegates appoin​ted to the fall meeting of Presbytery. Macon, except record of two congregational meet​ings recorded in minutes of Session.








T. D. Latimer, Chm.

Presbytery then proceeded to the election of delegates to the General Assembly.
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which resulted as follows—Rev. A. B. Coit. Alternate—Rev. T. D. Latimer. Elder H. M. Street of 1st Meridian. Alt.—J. T. Murdock of Buena Vista.

A communication from Purvis Church asking for additional aid was referred to the Home Mission Committee.

The report of the Home Mission Committee was made the special order of the day for morning session, Saturday, 10 o’clock.

Rev. G. E. Chandler was made chairman of the Invalid Committee in place of Rev. W. S. Jacobs, resigned.

Rev. M. J. McLean’s condition was referred to the Invalid Committee.

Rev. W. D. Morton, Synodical Evangelist was clothed with evangelistic power, laboring in our Presbytery.

Mr. R. P. Smythe’s letter was referred to the Home Mission Committee. See p. 276.

Rev. W. S. Jacobs was appointed to make a short address to the presbytery in behalf of the American Bible Society.

The request of Knox Church for the ministerial services of Rev. G. A. Strickland for one-half his time at a salary of $425.00 was granted.

Wahalak was, on request, granted ¼ of Rev. G. A. Strickland’s time for one year at $100.00.

Buena Vista was granted ¼ of Rev. A. H. Barkley’s time for one year at a salary of $100.00, payable monthly at each service.

The request of Bloomfield Church was laid on the table subject to call.

The following resolution was adopted: Resolved that the churches of Tombeckbee Pres​bytery be urged to contribute on the appointed day, 3rd Sabbath in October, to the Amer​ican Bible Society & that this be put in the newspaper account of the meeting of the Presbytery.

The following resolution of Rev. H. R. Raymond’s address was read and adopted. Re​solved, that we have heard with pleasure the entertaining, instructive & scholarly ad​dress of Dr. Raymond as a part of the services commemorating the 250th anniversary of the adoption of
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of the Westminster Standards, and that we would request Dr. Raymond to furnish a copy of his address for publication in the South-Western Presbyterian, see page 262.

Presbytery then took recess until after service tonight, at which time, after being called to order Presbytery adjourned with prayer to meet at 8:30 Saturday morning.








Saturday, April 17, 1897

Presbytery met and after the usual devotional exercises was constituted with prayer, roll called and minutes read. See roll page 259, all present except Rev. Z. B. Graves, C. F. Steward & Wm Kellis. The minutes were corrected and approved.

The Home Mission Committee made their report which was considered seriatim and adopted, and is as follows: Your Committee on Home Missions respectfully submits the following report. It is with great pleasure, and feelings of gratitude to God, that your committee report, that every church within our bounds has been supplied most of the year, with stated and regular ministrations of the word. We have been able to meet, and to meet promptly all the demands upon us for aid. It has been a year of some advance all along the line. Special progress has been made in the 2nd Meridian group and West Point work. We have much for which to be gratified and that should encourage and stimulate us to press forward in humble reliance upon God. All has not been done that might have been done and should have been done. For instance, all our churches have not contributed to our Home Mission work, while some that have contributed, have contributed a mere pit​tance. It pains us also to discover, that but few of our groups which have been aided by your committee lessen the amount for which they apply. This ought not to be. It should be the policy of these churches and groups of churches, aided by the
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committee, to lessen year by year, the among by which they are supplemented until they shall cease entirely to draw aid from Home Mission funds. Three of our groups have been disarranged, viz.: Meridian 2nd, in that Ellisville has taken two Sabbaths in the month instead of one, leaving Toomsuba unprovided for. The Knox group has been disturbed by Brother Strickland leaving off DeKalb. West Point group has dropped Unity because West Point has taken Brother Chandler for all of his time. Your committee would make the following recommendations: 1st. That a new group be formed consisting of DeKalb, Bloomfield and Pleasant Springs Churches. 2nd. That Toomsuba be grouped with Knox and Wahalak Churches. 3rd. That Unity Church be left to the care of Brother W. S. Jacobs. 4th. We recommend the following appropriations for the year beginning Jan 1st 1897 and ending Dec. 31st 1897:

Meridian 2nd


$100.00

Erata group


    80.00

Vernal



    80.00

Enterprise


    75.00

Newton


    50.00

Macon



    50.00

Okolona


    50.00

Knox



    50.00

DeKalb


    75.00
Making a total of

$610.00

Your committee would also recommend that $75.00 be appropriated to West Point, with the understanding that this is the last appropriation that is to be made to that work. With all the lights before your committee this amt. is all we can reasonably expect to secure from the Synodical Fund, in view of the fact that many of our strongest churches have cut down their appropriations to this work. We would also have it understood that while we recommend these amounts, the obligation of Presbytery and the committee shall be
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limited to the means coming into our hands, and should we be unable to secure the full amount for which we apply, the amount secured shall be prorated on the basis recom​mended above. 5th. Your committee would further recommend that any group, or church which should fail to contribute to Home Missions, or fail—unless for satisfactory rea​sons—to be faithful to their minister in meeting their financial obligations to him shall thereby forfeit their right to draw from [the] Home Mission Treasury. Your committee asks for full power to direct our Synodical Evangelist in his labors, while he may labor within our bounds. Thanking God for what he has done for us and enabled us to do, we would ask that this great work be kept near all of our hearts, and that we pray continually for God’s blessing upon it, and that special prayer be made for our brethren laboring in these mission fields, and for our Synodical Evangelist.









Respectfully submitted,








      J. E. Jones, Chairman, H.M.C.

Financial report of Home Mission Committee of Tombeckbee Presbytery for year 1896

Total amt. received 
1st Quarter, Jan’y 1st to March 31
127.50




2nd Quarter April 1 to June 30

145.84




3rd Quarter July 1 to Sept 30

162.50




4th Quarter, Oct 1 to Dec 31

220.50




For West Point Church Bldg

  75.00
Total amount rec’d from Jan 1st 1896 to Dec 31st 1896
731.34

Disbursed

1st Quarter Jan 1 to March31

By amt. paid 
D. L. Barr, Voucher 1


18.75



H. C. Smith, Voucher 2

31.25



A. G. Ferguson, Voucher 2

18.75



T. D. Latimer, Voucher 3

40.00



A. B. Coit, Voucher 4


18.75


Total 1st Quarter
                      127.50
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2nd Quarter, April 1 to March 31




By amt paid
D. L. Barr, Voucher 5


18.75



H. C. Smith, Voucher 8

31.25



A. G. Ferguson, Voucher10

18.75



T. D. Latimer, Voucher 6

25.00



G. E. Chandler, Voucher 7

25.00



A. B. Coit, Voucher 9


18.75



R. L. Campbell, Voucher 11

  8.33 [?]



Total 2nd Quarter

          145.84

3rd Quarter July 1st to Sept 30

By amt paid
T. D. Latimer, V. 12


25.00



G. E. Chandler, V. 13


25.00



R. L. Campbell, V. 14


25.00



H. C. Smith, V. 15


31.25



A. B. Coit, V. 16


18.75



D. L. Barr, V. 17


18.75



A. G. Ferguson, V. 18


18.75

4th Quarter Oct 1 to Dec 31

By amt paid
A. B. Coit, V. 19


18.25



R. L. Campbell, V. 20


25.00



T. D. Latimer, V. 21


25.00



G. E. Chandler, V. 22


25.00



H. C. Smith, V. 23


31.25



D. L. Barr, V. 24


18.75



A. G. Ferguson, V. 25


18.75



R. I. Long, V. 27


58.00






          220.50



West Point Building, V. 26

75.00

Total disbursed from Jan 1 to Dec. 31st 1896 $731.34.







Respectfully submitted,





 J. E. Jones, Chm & Treasurer of Home Miss. Comm.

We have examined the foregoing report and find the same correct and supported by pro​per vouchers.







   H. S. Gilleylen, J. T. Murdock,








Auditing Committee.
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The Judicial Committee reported and their report was adopted, and is as follows: Your Judicial Committee to whom was referred the case of J. B. Lindsey, report that from in​for​mation furnished them they feel constrained to prefer charges of a grave character, which are herewith submitted. They recommend that a commission be appointed to try said J. B. Lindsey on said charges with instructions to proceed with the trial without un​neces​sary delay.








Respectfully submitted,








H. M. Street, Chairman.

The commission appointed in accordance with the committee recommendation was as follows: A. B. Coit, R. L. Campbell, H. C. Smith and E. A. White. The following is the indictment drawn up by the Judicial Committee.








The State of Mississippi








Tombeckbee Presbytery.

“In the name of the Presbyterian Church in the United States. J. B. Lindsey, a licensed minister of said church, hereby and herein indicted for the crime of adultery and forni​cation, committed in the County of Tuscaloosa and the State of Alabama during the year 1893, with a female known as Carrie Wood, against the peace and purity of the Church, and the honor and majesty of the Lord Jesus Christ, as king and head thereof.

2nd Count. And further, In the name as aforesaid, said J. B. Lindsey minister as aforesaid, is hereby and herein indicted for willful and malicious falsehood in this, in the County of Tuscaloosa and State of Alabama, during the year 1893, he committed adultery with a female known as Carrie Wood, and thereafter on the 4th day of January 1894, he and the said Carrie were married and after loving together as man and wife for

[274]

the space of four weeks or more, he deserted her falsely and maliciously during the year 1894 in Tuscaloosa County and State of Alabama, accusing the said Carrie with having been in a condition of pregnancy, superinduced by adulterous communication with some other man when indeed and in truth he was the father of the child of the said Carrie born seven months after said marriage with said Carrie Wood against the peace, unity and purity of the Church, and the honor and majesty of the Lord Jesus Christ as the king and head thereof.

3rd Count. And further in the name as aforesaid J. B. Lindsey minister aforesaid is hereby and herein indicted for the willful desertion and abandonment of his wife Carrie Lindsey, and his and her child Nellie, an infant of tender years, during the year 1894 and thereafter up to the present time in Alabama and Mississippi and his failure and refusal to support and maintain his lawful wife and child against the peace, purity and unity of the Church, and the honor and majesty of the Lord Jesus Christ as the king and head thereof.

4th. And further in the name as aforesaid, J. B. Lindsey, minister as aforesaid is hereby and herein indicted for deliberate, willful and persistent hypocrisy and deceit, in having been guilty of fornication and adultery in Tuscaloosa County in the State of Alabama dur​ing the year 1893 and 1894 having abandoned the woman whom he seduced and the child begotten in adulterous intercourse, though born after the marriage between him and said woman, and having left them without support & maintenance he has continued to exer​cise the sacred functions of an ordained minister in the states of Alabama and Missis​sippi against the peace, unity and purity of the Church and the honor and
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majesty of the Lord Jesus Christ as the king and head thereof.”








 H. M. Street, Chairman,






       Judicial Committee of Tombeckbee Presbytery.








Columbus, Miss.








April 17th 1897.

The following narrative was submitted and approved. “Narrative of Tombeckbee Pres​by​tery for the year ending April 1st 1897. Of the fifty churches composing our pres​by​tery, we have reports from thirty-four on the state of religion within their bounds. All report com​mendable diligence and fidelity on the part of ministers and officers in the official discharge of their respective duties. Eight report special outpourings of the Holy Spirit, and twenty-two, general improvement and additions to their membership. Twenty-seven report improvement in Christian deportment and growth in grace. Nearly all of the churches sending up narratives report the maintenance of Sabbath schools, and commend the diligence and fidelity of those engaged in Sabbath school work. Catechetical and Bib​li​cal instruction is maintained in twenty of these schools. Family worship is maintained to a limited extent in most of the churches but is still sadly neglected. The observance of the Sabbath is generally very good, as is also the fidelity of the people in worshiping the Lord with their substance. There is some little intemperance, and worldly amusements, but a general improvement in this respect. The colored people have their own churches, and religious instruction, missionary work is sadly neglected, and not much success has attended the dilatory efforts to reach the spiritually destitute. Fourteen of these churches are behind in paying the salaries of their pastors but the amounts are small.








Respectfully submitted,








J. G. Lane, Chairman.

At 10 o’clock, Rev. A. L. Phillips addressed the body by invitation, and his statement was heard with much pleasure, as he set forth
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the condition of our church’s work among the colored people, its progress & its demands upon us.

The Home Mission Committee made the following report upon the letter of R. P. Smythe, which had been referred to them The report was approved. “Your committee to whom was referred the communication from Brother R. P. Smythe of the Louisville Church, would recommend that the chairman of the Home Mission Committee be directed to write to Brother Smythe and state our condition and inability at this time to make any prom​ise to help that church secure a pastor just now, and that the Home Mission Committee be instructed to make provision for that church just as soon as it can.”








Respectfully submitted,








J. E. Jones, Chairman.

The following Report on Statistics was approved and the Stated Clerk was instructed to make it as complete as possible and forward it to the Assembly: “Your Committee on Statistics would respectfully submit the following report. We have 50 churches and 19 ministers, 9 candidates for the ministry, 120 elders, 95 deacons. Members added on ex​am​i​nation 151, on certificate 90. Total members 1835. Adult baptisms 53. Infant bap​tisms 42. Baptized non-communicants 317. Officers and teachers in Sunday school & Bible class 258. Scholars 1043. We have since our last report received one minister, Rev. G. E. Chandler and dismissed one Rev. J. E. Hobson. We have received one licentiate and ordained two. We have restored Rev. Z. B. Graves’ name to the roll of ministers.” See page 266.








A. B. Coit, Chm.

Supplemental

Systematic Beneficence for the year end-
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ing April 1st 1897.

Objects


Number of congregations


Amounts

Foreign Missions


Nineteen



5238.60

Assembly’s Home Missions

Eighteen



    76.69

Local Home Mission


Twenty-six



1075.26

Colored Evangelistic Fund

Fourteen



  135.05

Invalid Fund



Nine




  132.41

Education



Twenty-six



  181.75

Publication



Twelve



      
    45.96

Bible Society



Two




    13.50

Presbyterial



Thirteen



    55.89

Pastors’ Salaries


Thirty




7312.35

Congregational


Thirteen



5814.38

Miscellaneous



Twelve




  500.21









       $20,582.05

Three congregations have contributed to the eight objects ordered by the General Assem​bly. Five have contributed to seven, six have contributed to six, two have contributed to five, three have contributed to four, four have contributed to three, seven have contrib​uted to two, three have contributed to one, two have contributed to none.



A. B. Coit, Chm.

The committee appointed to furnish parts of trial to candidate J. W. Moseley, looking to his licensure, offer the following report: Latin thesis: “De persona Christi,” Greek exe​gesis: Hebrews VI.1-6 vs. Lecture or popular address: II Kings V. Sermon: Romans VI:1st. 



Respectfully submitted,

                                                                           R. I Long, J. G. Lane, O. S. Jacobi.

The above report was approved.

Recess was taken until 11 o’clock, when Presbytery heard the able & instructive address of Rev. A. H. Barkley, upon the topic: “Some Effects of the Westminster Standards had upon the Civilization of the Nations.”

This was a part of the celebration of the 250th Anniversary of the completion of our stand​ards.

                                                        After which presbytery took recess until 2:30 p.m.
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At 2:30 p.m. Presbytery met and resumed business. Minutes read and approved as far as read. Rev. G. E. Chandler was added to the Home Mission Committee.

The following report was brought in by a committee to whom was referred a com​mun​ication from the Presbyterian young ladies in attendance on the State Industrial Institute and College at Columbus. Your committee would respectfully submit the fol​low​ing re​port: “The letter received from the president of the missionary society in the Industrial Institute and College was read by the committee with pleasure. Though unable to be iden​tified with the Presbyterian girls of the college about an average of sixty have for the last nine years organized themselves into a society of a girl in Japan. The amount of $40.00 given is more than sufficient for her support and the surplus is being used in building a chapel. A letter from the young lady in Japan shows marked progress both intellectually and spiritually. The Presbytery hears with pleasure the report of the society and bids them Godspeed in our mission work.”


R. I. Long, A. H. Barkley.

The above was approved.

The usual resolution of thanks for hospitality extended &c. was passed. The Moderator and Clerk were also thanked by the body for their courtesy and efficiency in looking after the proceedings of the body.

It was resolved that the Home Mission Committee be and hereby is allowed to make such changes in the report as seems wise. Stated Clerk was instructed to report to Bro. M. J. McLean what Presby-

[279]

tery did for his relief, i.e., that the chairman of the Invalid Committee was instructed to ask aid for him.

The Treasurer’s report was audited, approved and is as follows: Treasurer’s Report on Commissioners Fund secured at Columbus, Miss., April 1897.

Balance on hand





32.00

Returned to Commissioners Fund by the Rev. J. E. Jones
20.50

Purvis







  2.00

Shiloh







  1.00

Purvis







  1.00

Hamilton






  1.50

Osborn







  1.00

Meridian 2nd






  2.00

Okolona






  3.00

Meridian 1st






10.00

Alexander’s Chapel





  1.50

Garlandsville






  1.00

Mount Moriah






  1.50

Lawrence






  1.00

Montrose






  1.25

Carolina






  1.25

Newton






  2.00

Ellisville






  2.00

West Point






  4.00

Friendship






  2.00

Unity







  1.00

Starkville






  5.00

Aberdeen






  6.00

Pleasant Springs





  1.00

Crawford






  1.00

Wahalak






  1.00

Lauderdale






  1.50

Leakesville






  1.00

Erata







  1.00

Sandersville






  1.00

Vernal







  1.00

Center Point






  1.00

Toomsuba






  1.00

Columbus






  7.50

Houston






  1.00







          123.00

Expended

Assembly’s Tax





30.00

H. M. Street, Commissioner




40.00

A. B. Coit, Commissioner




40.00









          110.00

Balance  13.00








A. H. Barkley, Treas.
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Treasurer’s Report on Presbyterial Tax at Columbus, April 1897.

Amount per last report, on hand


          $64.65

Meridian 1st for 1896





20.00

Toomsuba






  1.20

Mount Moriah






  1.80

Starkville






  8.00

West Point






  5.00

Center Point






  1.00







          101.65

Disbursements

Stated Clerk’s salary and stamps



13.25

Express on records





    .55

Committee Publication




  4.50

A. B. Coit (expense account)




  4.50

Fees & postage





    .10

Synodical Tax






20.00

Bank discount






    .15








43.05

Balance
$58.60

We have examined the foregoing report and find the same correct and supported by the proper vouchers.





H. S. Gilleylen, J. T. Murdock, Auditing Comm.

The amount for which aid was to be asked by the Invalid Committee for Rev. B. F. Peters was made $75.00.

The Committee on Leave of Absence reported the following excused from attendance after Saturday morning:

T. D. Latimer




T. W. Peden

C. F. Stewart




R. L. Campbell

D. L. Barr




J. R. Mitchel

C. G. Steadman



G. E. Chandler

George Hartfield



H. M. Street







Respectfully submitted,







J. T. Murdock, Chm.

The Synodical Evangelist by order of presbytery is to be sent to Amory, and the Home Mission Committee is to take steps to secure a lot & building in Amory. Rev. J. G. Lane and Elder Gilleylen were appointed a committee to visit Amory.
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and to report to the Home Mission Committee.







Presbytery then took recess until 7:45 p.m.

At 7:45 p.m., Presbytery met and heard the very able address on “The Theology of the Westminster Standards, with Differences that Distinguish it from other Creeds,” by our venerable brother, Rev. B. F. Peters. The minutes were then read and adopted; and Pres​bytery with singing, prayer, and the apostolic benediction, adjourned to meet on Thurs​day before the first full moon in October at Ellisville








J. A. Orr, Moderator.








Robt. I. Long, Clerk.

Attest:
A. B. Coit, Stated Clerk.








Ellisville, Miss., 








Thursday, Dec. 2, 1897

Presbytery having failed to meet at the time to which it had adjourned because of the quar​antine regulations existing during the yellow fever epidemic, convened in the Presbyterian Church in Ellisville, Miss., Dec. 2, 11 a.m. The meeting was called by the Moderator, under and by virtue of Chapter V, Sec. I., Par. 4.

The opening sermon, by request of the retiring Moderator, Judge J. A. Orr was preached by Rev. T. D. Latimer, from Rev. 22:17 vs. Rev. H. R. Raymond, D.D., then called Presbytery [to order] and Mr. S. M. Adams led in prayer.

Rev. A. B. Coit was elected Moderator and Elder E. A. White Temporary Clerk. Rev. D. L. Barr, Reading Clerk.

Ministers present during sessions: A. H. Barkley, D.L. Barr, R. L. Campbell, A. B. Coit, J. E. Jones,2 T. D. Latimer, H. R. Raymond, D.D., H. C. Smith.
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Elders present:

J. A. Salter 


of


Bethel Church

Dr. J. T. Murdock




Buena Vista

J. M. McNair





Carolina

A. P. Pearce





Ellisville

D. P. Smith





Erata

E. A. White





Heidelberg

Neil McNair





Hattiesburg

Hugh McInnis2




Leakesville

S. M. Adams





Newton

Sam’l Abernathy2




Meridian 2nd
Wm McCurdy





Pisgah

M. L. McKensie




Shiloh

G. A. Thornton




Sandersville

J. W. Jerrold





Montrose.

Henry Norsworthy




Waynesboro

The following hours of business were fixed by Presbytery. From 9 to 11 a.m. and from 2 p.m. to adjourn at the will of the body.

Rev R. L. Campbell and Elder A. P. Pearce were appointed on the Devotional Com​mit​tee.







Presbytery took recess until 2 p.m.

At 2 p.m., Presbytery resumed business and the following committees were announced by the Moderator:

Bills and Overtures

H. R. Raymond, D.D., R. L. Campbell, J. T. Murdock, D. P. Smith.

Judicial

T. D. Latimer & E. A. White, J. E. Jones.

Narrative

Wm McCurdy, a. H. Barkley, H. C. Smith, Dr. J. T. Murdock.

Minutes of Assembly & Synod

J. T. Murdock, D. L. Barr, G. A. Thornton.

Leave of Absence

J. A. Salter, J. W. Jarrold & Hugh McInnis.

Statistics

M. L. McKensie, A. P. Pearce, Sam’l Abernathy.

Auditing

S. M. Adams, J. M. McNair, Henry Norsworthy.
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Sermon & Essay

R. L. Campbell, J. T. Murdock.

Apportionment of Commissioners Fund

H. C. Smith & Sam’l Abernathy.

Oak Grove Church was ordered enrolled as by the Assembly action in 1897 it was trans​ferred from the Presbytery of Chickasaw, Synod of Memphis to this body under the juris​diction of the Synod of Mississippi. 

Oak Grove and Friendship Churches obtained leave to employ Rev. A. H. Barkley for the next six months at a salary of $150.00 per annum each.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

Rule No. 20 requiring the reading of the Standing Rules at each meeting was on motion suspended for this time.

Rev. R. I. Long sent reasons for absence which were sustained.

The essay for this meeting was indefinitely postponed on account of the sickness of the essayist.

The commission on the case of J. B. Lindsey reported and the report went to the docket.

The call from Lauderdale Church for the services of Rev. T. D. Latimer was referred to the Committee on Bills and Overtures.

Rev. M. J. McLean sent reasons for absence, which were sustained, and the body was led in prayer for the absent brother by Rev. H. R. Raymond, D.D., on account of his bad health.

Rev. G. E. Chandler sent reasons for absence which were sustained.

A letter from Philadelphus Church wanting preaching was referred to the Home Mission Committee.

Pisgah Church was granted leave to employ Rev. H. C. Smith for the next six months at a salary of $75 per annum.

Bethel Church was granted leave to employ Rev. T. D. Latimer for the next 6 months at a salary of $162.00 and his expenses.

The question of authority to call
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meetings of Presbytery was made the first order of the day, Friday morning.

The name of O. P. Kimbrough was at his own request dropped from the roll of candi​dates.

Dr. J. T. Murdock made his report as commissioner to the General Assembly. His report was received and his diligence commended.

Rev. A. B. Coit made a report as to his attendance at the sessions of the Assembly. His report was received and his diligence commended.

Rev. H. C. Smith appeared and his name was enrolled. His reasons for tardiness were to be given to the Committee on Leave of Absence.

Presbytery heard verbal narratives on the state of religion in our bounds.






Presbytery took recess until after service tonight.

At 8 p.m. Presbytery met and resumed the hearing of verbal narratives until it adjourned with prayer to meet at 9 a.m. Friday morning.








Friday, Dec. 3

At nine a.m., Presbytery met and after one-half hour spent in devotional exercises, was constituted with prayer. Roll called, members present as on the 2nd of December, with the addition of Rev. J. E. Jones and Elders Hugh McInnis and G. A. Thornton. Elder Henry Norsworthy representing Waynesboro was also present, which church was reported as organized during the morning ses-
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sion. These delegates were enrolled. The minutes of yesterday were read, corrected and approved.

The chairman of the Home Mission Committee reported the organization of the Waynes​boro church.

The first order of the day was then taken up (see page 283), viz.: the adoption of a paper authorizing the Moderator, and in the even of his absence, then the Stated Clerk to call Pres​bytery together when the regular meeting for any cause was not held. After some discussion the motion to adopt was lost, on the ground that the Book of Church Order, Chap. V, Sec. I, Par. IV provided for the emergency referred to.

The unfinished business, viz.: the hearing of verbal narratives on the state of religion was then taken up, and after all present had reported the next matter was taken up.

The chairman of Home Missions read his report and it was made the first order of the day for this afternoon. The financial part was referred to the Auditing Committee.

Presbytery then took recess until two o’clock this afternoon.

At two o’clock Presbytery met and resumed business. The first order of the day, the Home Mission report was then taken up, and after discussion was adopted seriatim, i.e., paragraph by paragraph, and was then adopted as a whole, after amendments & is as fol​lows: Your committee would respectfully report, that since the Spring, we have had the services of the Synodical Evangelist, Rev. W. D. Morton, D.D., for a little more than three months. He began May 1st and ended June 29th on his first round, visited and held meetings in the following churches: Okolona, Enterprise, Louisville, Pleasant Spring, DeKalb, Bloomfield, Aberdeen & Hamilton. He also visited Waynesboro in Wayne County, and after holding
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services for several days, organized a church with 38 members. Three elders were elec​ted, two of them were ordained, while the third had been previously ordained. One dea​con was elected and ordained and also regularly installed. At Amory, a band of eight mem​bers were gathered but no officers chosen. Also at Laurel, a band of eleven were gathered but no officers chosen. Brother Morton is in summing up his labors says, “From May 1st until July 29th when I terminated the work in Tombeckbee Presbytery, I traveled 830 miles by rail & private conveyance. I organized three churches, one Sabbath school and ordained 5 elders & four deacons. There were 23 conversions [sic] & 50 renewals of confession of faith in Christ. Baptized seven adults. I held 135 services, made 148 min​is​terial visits, and besides, collected 151.74 for Home Missions and assisted one church to raise 150.00 for building and repairs, and aided another in raising 200.00 in subscription for Pastor’s salary.” Since that time Dr Morton, being interfered with by quar​antine reg​u​lations & so not being able to carry out his plans, was brought again in our bounds & la​bored for several days with two churches, Garlandsville & Mt. Moriah in Brother Barr’s group. There were nine additions upon profession at Garlandsville and four​teen dollars collected. There was one added upon profession at Mount Moriah and ten dollars col​lected for Home Missions. In addition to the labors of the Evangelist, Rev. J. G. Lane & Rev. R. I. Long have supplied the Church at Amory two Sabbaths afterward in each month
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while Rev. R. L. Campbell has been supplying the Laurel band on one Sabbath night of each month. Bloomfield, Pleasant Springs, DeKalb & Waynesboro have been visited by brethren on the 5th Sabbaths. Your committee have made every effort to secure a minister for the Kemper [County] Group, including Louisville, but has failed so far. One of the churches, Pleasant Springs has been repairing the building, and has not seen its way clear [to] cooperate with the others in securing a minister, but they inform us they will be ready by Jan 1st 1888 and promise to be one of the most active in securing & supporting a minister. The Vernal group, because of Bro. Ferguson’s school duties, and also because the Vernal Church desired two Sabbaths in the month instead of one, has dropped Philadelphus. This leaves us with two churches, Philadelphus & Waynesboro, in that part of Presbytery, without supplies. In view of the facts related, your committee make the following recommendations:

1st. That a commission, consisting of Rev. G. E. Chandler, Rev. J. G. Lane, Rev. R. I. Long & Elders Evans of West Point & Gilleylen of Aberdeen be appointed to visit Amory, at some time that can be agreed upon in the near future, to concert measures for the official government of the church [sic], if in their judgment the way be clear.

2nd. That a commission consisting of Rev. A. B. Coit, Rev. R. L. Campbell, Rev. J. E. Jones and Elders E. A. White, C. G. Steadman, be appointed to visit Laurel at some time in the near future, to certify measures for the official government of that church if the way be clear.

3rd. That Rev. H. C. Smith be requested to take charge of the Waynesboro & Philadelphus Churches until Spring meeting of Presbytery, if he can see his way clear to 
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do so, the churches consenting.

4th. That the Kemper County group, including Louisville, be left with your committee and the committee empowered to send brothers to visit those churches as often as practicable between now & Spring meeting, to encourage, strengthen and comfort them, with the view of locating Candidate J. W. Moseley, Jr., as soon as possible in that field, if he can see his way clear to do so, the churches concurring.

Your committee also desire to give notice with present indications it will be necessary, at our next stated meeting, to rearrange some of our groups, and invoke Presbytery’s prayer​ful attention to this important matter. We have much to encourage us. Our outlook is bright. The Lord has been blessing the work. Many of the churches are growing stronger. The brethren are doing faithful, honest work. Our greatest regret is the meagerness of the groups to support this great work. Let the brethren continue to press these collections upon their people and sooner or later this difficulty will be overcome. Your committee would ask the Presbytery to instruct the ministers to inform their various sessions & churches of the following action taken by Presbytery at its last Spring meeting at Colum​bus: “Any church or group of churches which shall fail to contribute to the Home Mis​sion Fund, or fail in meeting their financial obligation to their minister, unless for satis​fac​tory reasons (reasons satisfactory to this body) shall thereby forfeit their right to draw upon the Home Mission Treasury. Further, the Presbytery & committee are not bound for any more money than they secure.
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Their obligation is limited by the money placed in their hands.” Your committee has only been able to pay the amounts apportioned to the churches up to July 1st. Since that time we have no funds to supplement any group of churches. In a few days the year will close, and at that time our fourth quarter will end. We have no means of determining whether we will have the money or not, but hope for the best.








J. E. Jones, Chairman

Financial report on page 292.

Judicial Report. “The Judicial Committee would respectfully report that no business or papers have come into its hands.”







Signed, T. D. Latimer, Chm., E. A. White.

The report was received and the committee discharged.

Committee on Bills & Overtures made the following report which was adopted: “Your committee would report on the call from Lauderdale Church as follows. 1st. This is a call for the pastoral services of Rev. T. D. Latimer for one-fourth of his time, for a salary of $14.50 per month, payable monthly. 2nd. The paper is defective in form, not giving the full facts in reference to the meeting called & held for that purpose. The committee has obtained satisfactory information from other sources, that the necessary constitutional steps were taken, and recommend that the call be put in the hands of Rev. T. D. Latimer.”








H. R. Raymond, Chm.

Mr. Latimer asked and obtained leave to retain the call of the Lauderdale Church for six months.

“Whereas, it appears to the satisfaction of Presbytery that there are several small, weak churches within our bounds, whose members live within convenient distance
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of other churches, and whereas the efforts of Presbytery to reach the destitute within our bounds is greatly hindered by our efforts to supply these churches, Therefore, be it re​solved that a commission, consisting of Rev R. L. Campbell, W. M. McFarland, Wm Mc​Curdy and E. A. White, be appointed whose duty it shall be to visit the Liberty and Good Home Churches at some suitable time to be determined by the commission, and confer with the officers and members thereof as to the advisability of transferring the mem​bers to other churches and the disposition of said Liberty & Good Hope Churches.”








The above resolution was adopted.

Meridian 2nd Church was chosen as the place where Presbytery shall meet in April.

The report of the commission on the case of J. B. Lindsey (see page 273). “The com​mis​sion met at Sandersville, Miss., 9 a.m. on 14th of May at the call of the chairman, A. B. Coit. Present Rev. H. C. Smith, R. L. Campbell & Elder E. A. White. On motion E. A. White was elected chairman & R. L. Campbell clerk. The accused consented to abide by the action of the commission in the absence of the chairman, Rev. A. B. Coit. The com​mis​sion proceeded to the trial of the accused, Rev. J. B. Lindsey. J. B. Lindsey con​fessed to be guilty of the charges as preferred against him by the Judicial Committee of Tom​beck​bee Presbytery.” The following paper was passed: “Whereas you, J. B. Lindsey have confessed to the charges as preferred against you by the chairman of the Judicial Com​mit​tee of presbytery, and whereas it is evident that these charges are of the most seri​ous nature, we the authorized Judicial Commission of Tombeckbee Presbytery having exam​ined the rules governing us as presbyters of the Presbyterian [Church]
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in the United States, be it resolved that this commission does hereby suspend you J. B. Lindsey from your ministerial functions, and the privileges of church membership. Fur​ther, we charge you solemnly before God to live in your private life as becometh the sons of God. We also ask you to return to the woman to whom you have been legally joined in holy wedlock, and live as becometh a husband and Christian.” Commission adjourned. Closed with prayer.








R. L. Campbell, Clerk.

The above record was received and adopted.

Treasurer’s Report—Presbyterial Tax

Ellisville, Dec. 2, 1897

Amount on hand per last report:

$58.60

Friendship




    2.00

Crawford




    1.00

Okolona




    5.00

Starkville




    8.00

Montrose




    2.10

Mount Moriah




    1.80

Alexander’s Chapel



    1.80

Erata





    4.50

Buena Vista




    1.10

Pisgah





    1.25

Carolina




    4.40

Newton




    2.50

Ellisville




    5.60

Sandersville




    3.00

Meridian 2nd




    2.70

Waynesboro




    2.00





          $107.35

Stated Clerk’s salary up to date

  12.50

Stationery and telegrams


    3.00

Stated Clerk’s salary to April 1898

  12.50

Balance




$79.35

Commissioners Fund

Amount on hand per last report

  13.00

Macon





    3.00

Vernal





    1.00
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Erata





    1.00

Louisville for 1895



    1.00

A. B/ Coit, returned Com. Fund & also Tax
  21.00

Dr. J. T. Murdock, returned Com. Fund
  14.14

Com. Fund on hand



  54.14








A. H. Barkley, Treas.

Examined and found correct—Auditing Com.

S. M. Adams, H. M. Norsworthy, J. M. McNair.

The Committee on Bills & Overtures reported on the request of Laurel Church for the services of Rev. R. L. Campbell, which was received and a substitute offered for a part thereof & was then adopted and is as follows: The Committee on Bills and Overtures reports [a] communication from Mr. J. McDuffie of Laurel Church desiring the services of Rev. R. L. Campbell one-fourth of his time the next year, and recommend “That the Presbytery entertains favorably the request of the good people of Laurel for the services of the Rev. R. L. Campbell and hereby recommend that the matter be deferred until the Spring meeting of Presbytery.” 2nd. That Presbytery feels a deep interest in the welfare of that infant church, and desires to do everything it can to encourage it in its effort to secure suitable ministerial services.








H. R. Raymond, Chm.

Rev. J. E. Jones & Rev. T. D. Latimer, Chm., were appointed a committee to draw up a suitable resolution of thanks for the addresses delivered last spring by Rev. A. H. Barkley & Rev. B. F. Peters, Page 281 & 277, this courtesy having been overlooked at the time.

The Auditing Committee recommended the approval of the financial part of the Home Mis​sion Report which is as follows. Adopted.
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Financial Report of Home Mission Committee since last meeting of Presbytery: 

Rec’d from Synod’s Treasurer


$280.00

Disbursed:

2nd Meridian Group




    50.00

West Point Group




    37.50

Enterprise Group




    37.50

Erata Group





    40.00

Vernal Group





    40.00

Macon Group





    25.00

Newton Group





    25.00

Okolona Group




    25.00







$280.00

We herewith submit vouchers.








J. E. Jones, [Chm.]

Examined statement & found vouchers correct: Auditing Com.

S. M. Adams, H. M. Norsworthy, J. M. McNair.

At 4 p.m., Presbytery took recess until after services tonight.







At 8:15 p.m., Presbytery resumed business.

The Committee on Bills and Overtures would report on letters from Rev. Z. B. Graves and P. Gowan joining in a request that the Presbytery would reaffirm its action at Aber​deen, March 30, 1893 (pages 122-130 &c.), touching Rev. Z. B. Graves. We recommend to Presbytery the following for adoption: “This body while cherishing unfeigned regard for both these brethren, does not see its way clear to reopen the question and declines to accede to the request.”








H. R. Raymond, Chm.

The above was adopted.

The Committee on Sermon & Essay reported as follows: Sermon—“Mystery of Godliness Revealed.” Principal: Rev. R. I. Long, Alternate: Rev. R. L. Campbell. Essay: “The Relation of Prayer to Growth in Grace, Its Efficacy and Fruits.” Principal: Rev. T. D. Latimer, Alternate: Elder W. E. Baskin.

Committee of Thanks (see page 292) reported and
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and their report was adopted and is as follows: Resolved, that the thanks of this Presby​tery are hereby tendered the Rev. B. F. Peters and Rev. A. H. Barkley for the able and in​structive addresses delivered at the spring meeting of Presbytery at Columbus, Miss., at the celebration of the two hundred and fiftieth anniversary of the adoption of the West​min​ster Standards.








T. D. Latimer, J. E. Jones.

The Committee on Assessing the Churches for the Commissioners Fund reported, and their report was discussed & as the discussion developed, the fact that were sufficient funds on hand to pay the expenses of the commissioners to the Assembly next May [was brought forward, thus] it was agreed that no assessment should be made upon the churches for the current year.

Standing Rule No. 12 was so amended as to allow the Stated Clerk a salary of forty dol​lars a year instead of 25.00, to take effect at & from the Spring meeting of Presbytery.

The Committee on Statistics reported as follows—adopted and ordered forwarded to Synod: “We have seventeen ministers, have restored the name of one to the roll, Rev. Z. B. Graves, and have dismissed two ministers, Rev. Z. B. Groves to Mississippi Presbytery & Rev. J. E. Hobson to North Miss. Presbytery. We have eight candidates & fifty four churches. Our next place of meeting is Meridian 2nd Church. The name and address of our Stated Clerk is Rev A. B. Coit, Enterprise, Miss.








M. L. McKensie, Chm.

Presbytery then adjourned with prayer to meet at 9 a.m. Saturday, Dec. 4, 1897.
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Saturday, Dec. 4th 1897

Presbytery met pursuant to adjournment. One half hour was spent in devotional exercises. Presbytery was then constituted with prayer. Roll called and several were absent (see re​port of Committee on Leave of Absence). Minutes of yesterday were read, corrected and approved.

A formal communication from Laurel with reference to the services of Rev. R. L. Camp​bell having been already acted upon, as it came of Bills & Overtures; the same answer was given. See page 292.

The Committee of Publication would report to Presbytery 1st. That by reference to Min​utes of General Assembly it will be seen that the Presbytery collected for this cause in last year $56.00. 2nd. On page 25 of the Minutes of the Assembly the presbyteries be enjoined to take action looking to more general and larger collections for this cause. 3rd. That the collections are needed especially for (a) colportage, (b) for distribution. We rec​om​mend that the ministers of Presbytery be requested to call the attention of the churches to the necessities of this cause.








Respectfully submitted,








H. C. Smith, Chm.

The above report was received and approved.

The Committee on Education reported through the chairman Rev. D. L. Barr. The report was received & approved. Your Committee of Education would respectfully make the fol​lowing report. “We have under our care eight candidates for the ministry, viz.: R. L. Nicholson, J. W. Moseley Jr., T. T. Kimbrough, W. A. Hall, Lamar Ferguson, W. C. Dyers, C. M. Gilbert, & W. P. Patrick. R. L. Nicholson and J. W. Moseley Jr., are taking theology at Clarksville, Tenn. T. T. Kimbrough, Lamar Ferguson & W. A. Hall are in college at Clarksville. W. C. Dyers and C. M. Gilbert are in school. We have requested an
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appropriation of seventy five each for those at Clarksville, Tenn., and $25.00 each for those at Vernal School. We had on hand last year 42.94. We have collected since 81.80, for a total of $124.74. We have paid to candidates $124.74. We would urgently request [our] pastors and sessions to impress upon their people the importance of this cause.” 








Respectfully submitted,








D. L. Barr, Chm.

At 11 a.m. Presbytery took recess until 2 p.m.

At 2 p.m., Presbytery met and resumed business. Committee on Leave of Absence re​ported as follows: We recommend that the reasons for absence of the following minis​ters be sustained: Rev. G. A. Strickland, W. S. Jacobs, as well as those sustained by the body, Rev. M. J. McLean, Rev. G. E. Chandler & Rev. R. I. Long. Rev. A. H. Barkley & Rev. T. D. Latimer after Friday night. Rev. J. E. Jones after Saturday morning. Elders J. A. Salter, D. P. Smith, Rev. H. C. Smith, Wm McCurdy, J. M. McNair after 11 a.m., Sat​urday, also Mr. G. A. Thornton after 11 a.m., Saturday.









Hugh McInnis.

The Committee on Narrative reported which after some slight amendments was adopted: Narrative of State of Religion in Tombeckbee Presbytery.

1st. Official fidelity of ministers, elders and deacons. From reports that have come up to us from the several churches in our bounds, the gospel has been faithfully preached, and elders & deacons have in the main, been prompt in the discharge of the duties which de​volved upon them.

2nd. Attendance upon social and
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public duties. Facts presented to us warrant the belief, that there is an increase in attend​ance upon the public ministrations of the word on the part of God’s people, and the social features thereof denote an increased development in spiritual life.

3rd. Family Religion. Family worship is faithfully attended to, in households of God’s peo​ple. Bible is read, songs of praise sung, and prayer offered by those of these families, and a healthy influence goes forth from their hearthstones.

4th. Observance of the Sabbath. While the observance of the Lord’s day is not as we would wish, yet we find no prevalent desecrations of it by our own people or those over whom they have controlling influence.

5th. Sabbath Schools. A majority of our churches have schools which are characterized by an increased interest in spiritual things. The word of God is the great textbook in these schools, and the International Lessons, with their moments are employed as useful helps in the study of God’s word. The scriptures are made the basis of all religious instruction.

6th. Catechetical instruction, The Shorter Catechism and that for children are used in almost all of our schools. Many of the children have recited the short catechism perfectly, while some among our young people, and among the children, can ask and answer the questions without the book. In this way our young people are being taught the wholesome doctrines of our church and educated in the system of grace and salvation expanded therein.

7th. Special outpourings of the Holy Spirit. No remarkable manifestations of this kind, yet a goodly number of [the congregations] have enjoyed refreshing seasons from the pres​ence of the Lord. Thus, God’s people have been strengthened, built up and encour​aged in their labors in the Master’s vineyard.

8th. The prevalence of intemperance and other forms of sin. 

[298]

We have no knowledge, except in a few rare instances, which are to be greatly regretted, on the part of our people, of their indulgence in this evil, which is a curse to any land. The amusements which are of the world, and other forms of sin, which spring from this, seed plant, have gained but little or no hold upon our people. The ministration of the word and family visitations have served in a great measure to ward off and check the approaches of these evils.

9th. The supply of the churches with the ministrations of the word. With a few exceptions our pulpits are supplied with the preached word, and the laborers are diligent, prosecuting the work committed to their hands, of souls and the sheaves gathered into the granary are evidences of their faithful labors.

10th. Systematic Beneficence and the Fidelity of God’s people in worshiping Him with their Substance. We have striking evidence, and veritable proofs that God’s people are becoming more and more consecrated in this service. The spiritual development is marked by a healthy growth in the grace of giving and God’s people are rapidly learning that ‘it is more blessed to give than to receive,’ and they hold their earthly possessions as stewards of their master to be used in obedience to His commands, in that way which will most redown [sic] to His glory, and to the establishing [and] building up of his kingdom in their hearts and those of others.

These facts are of the most encouraging character, and should stimulate us to a re​doub​ling of energies in the work of winning souls to Christ. We need constantly to be import​unate for an increase of grace and faith to enable us in the discharge of our respon​sible duties.







John T. Murdock, for the Committee.
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The Committee on Minutes of Synod and the Assembly reported as follows: Your com​mittee on Minutes of Synod would respectfully call attention to resolution on page 513 con​cerning Bible Cause, and on page 516 notice is given that at the next regular meeting of Synod, a motion will be made to elect a Permanent Clerk of Synod. 

Assembly’s Minutes. Page 15, “Oak Grove” Church was transferred from the Presbytery of Chickasaw in the Synod of Memphis to Tombeckbee in the Synod of Mississippi (see page of this book 283). Page 23. Day of Prayer for colleges is changed from 1st Sunday in November to the last Thursday in February, also on same page the necessity of care in the selection of candidates & recommending them for aid &c. Also on the same page, pastors are to seek contributions for education from Ladies Aid & Sabbath Schools and that all our people pray more earnestly for God’s blessing on our candidates and for the enlarged usefulness of beneficiary education. On page 29, Assembly’s Home Mission should be presented twice a year—in September and January, and active steps should be taken to se​cure for it liberal contributions. Pastors and Sabbath school superintendents are re​quested to appropriate collections taken up on 5th Sabbaths in the several months to the cause of schools in the Indian Territory. Also on same page 29, abandonment for the present, of endowing the Invalid Fund, and exhorts to strenuous efforts for collections for this great cause. Foreign Mission, page 36, Suggested that ministers pay for The Mission​ary now sent free. Attention called to the importance of promptness in forwarding funds for this cause. On same page—the week of prayer prior to first Sabbath in October is earnestly commended. Page 40, “A church without officers is entitled to be enrolled.” Page 41, Certain changes in the Rules of Discipline, Chapter XIII on which Presbyteries are to vote. Suggested changes, Rules of Discipline, Chapter XIII, Sec. IV. Page 267, line two, after the 
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word “against,” insert “some decision of.” Page 269, III, To substitute for the whole of this rule the following: “The court against whose decision a complaint is taken, shall ap​point a representative to defend that decision, who shall be called the respondent. After the superior count has ascertained that the complaint is regular, its first step shall be to read the record of the case, its second, to hear the complainant, its third, to hear the re​spondent, its fourth, to hear the complainant again, and then it shall consider and decide the case.” Page 211, line one, in place of the word which “put whose decision.” The ob​ject of this overture is to conform these three rules to Chapter VIII (163) and Chapter XIII, II (239) and to the principle that the courts are not parties in cases of process, and that when a matter is transferred from an inferior to a superior court, it is not the inferior court that is transferred but only the cause. Assembly’s Minutes Page 45, “Bible Cause must be presented to the people. Page 53, collection for the Assembly’s Home & School, to facilitate changes ordered by the Assembly. 4th Sabbath, Dec. Page 55, Benevolence a Christian duty to be preached & effort made to bring all the Presbyteries in line in Assembly’s work.








J. T. Murdock, D. L. Barr, Comm.

The above report was approved.

Elder E. A. White & Rev. R. L. Campbell were appointed an ad interim committee to re​port at the Spring meeting on changes in Book of Discipline. Resolved first, That Pres​bytery express its warmest thanks to the hospitalities of Ellisville, for the cordial enter​tainment of Presbytery in their homes and to the brethren of the Baptist Church for kindly tendering

[301]

to us the use of their church.

Resolved 2nd. That these resolutions be read from the various pulpits Sabbath morning. This was adopted.

The minutes were read, corrected and approved. Presbytery then took recess until after ser​mon tonight.

At 8 p.m. Presbytery met and having concluding its work adjourned to meet at Meridian 2nd Church according to Standing Rule No. 5, with singing, prayer, and the apostolic benediction.








A. B. Coit, Moderator








E. A. White, Clerk.

Attest:

A. B. Coit, S. C.

The committee appointed to examine the records of the Presbytery of Tombeckbee re​ports that it has examined the same and recommends their approval.








L. P. Bowen, Mod.

Monroe, La.

Dec. 17, 1897.






   Meridian, Miss., Second Presbyterian Church







Thursday, March 31st 1898, 11 a.m.

The Presbytery of Tombeckbee met, and after an interesting, able and instructive sermon from Gen 22 chapter and 11 verse, by the retiring Moderator, Rev. A. B. Coit, was called to order and constituted with prayer. The roll was called, and the following members were present during the meeting although they were not all present the first day: Of the min​isters there were—Rev. A. H. Barkley, Rev. D. L. Barr, Rev. R. L. Campbell, Rev. G. E. Chandler, Rev. A. B. Coit, Rev. A. G. Ferguson, J. E. Jones Rev. H. R. Raymond, D.D., Rev. W. S. Jacobs,2 Rev. T. D. Latimer,2 Rev. J. G. Lane,2 Rev. G. A. Stirckland,2 and Rev. H. C. Smith.2
Elders:

Mr. H. S. Gillyland2
      represented      
Aberdeen

Mr. S. F. Potts




Bethel
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Mr. James A. McRae



Bloomfield

Mr. Charles W. Mills2



Columbus

Mr. W. S. Glenn



Ellisville

Mr. John Land




Garlandsville

Mr. A. D. Gordon



Geneva

Mr. George Hartfield



Hattiesburg

Col. John F. Smith2



Heidelberg

Dr. Wm. J. Stevenson



Lauderdale

Mr. Lock C. Smythe2



Lawrence

Mr. Dan’l McLeod



Leakesville

Mr. A. W. Mashburn



Meridian 1st
Mr. Jas. R. Mitchel



Meridian 2nd 

Mr. Dowd McCarley



Okolona

Mr. William Kellis



Pleasant Springs

Mr. George A. Thornton


Sandersville

Mr. George W. McLeod


Salem

Mr. Cecil Bardwell



Starkville

Mr. J. M. Thomas



Toomsuba

Mr. William R. McLeod 


Vernal

Mr. J. P. Unger



West Point

After the roll was called the Presbytery elected Rev. G. E. Chandler Moderator. Rev. D. L. Barr, Temporary Clerk. Dr. W. J. Stevenson, Engrossing Clerk.

Rev. R. L. Campbell and Mr. J. R. Mitchel were appointed the Committee on Devotional Exercises, and at once made a report fixing the hours of session as follows, and their report was approved. From 8:30 a.m. to 11 a.m. and from 2 p.m. to adjourn at the pleas​ure of the Presbytery.

Mr. D. McCarley, representing Okolona Church received a telegram calling him home on account of the death of Mr Parchman, an elder of that Church, and was granted leave of absence, after the afternoon session. On motion Presbytery was led in prayer by Rev. J. E. Jones on behalf of the bereaved family friends, pastor and church.








Recess was taken until 2 p.m.








Thursday, 2 p.m.

At 2 p.m. Presbytery met and was called to order by the Moderator, and business 
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was resumed. The minutes of the last regular meeting were read. Standing Rule No. 20 was suspended and so the Standing Rules of Presbytery were not read.

The following standing committees were then appointed by the Moderator:

Bills and Overtures

Rev. A. B. Coit, Mr. George A. Thornton, Mr. W. S. Glenn.

Judicial

Rev. J. E. Jones and Cecil Bardwell.

Minutes of Synod

Rev. R. L. Campbell, Elder S. F. Potts.

Sessional Records

Rev. A. H. Barkley, Mr. John Land, Mr Wm Kellis.

Narrative

Rev. H. R. Raymond, Rev. J. E. Jones, Mr. J. R. Mitchel.

Leave of Absence

Mr. Dan’l McLeod & Mr. A. D. Gordon.

Sabbath Schools

Mr. J. P. Unger, Mr. George Hartfield, Mr. J. A. McRae.

Statistics

Dr. W. J. Stevenson, Mr. G. W. McLeod.

Auditing

Mr. A. W. Mashburn, Mr. J. M. Thomas.

Sermon & Essay

Rev. A. G. Ferguson, Mr. W. R. McLeod.

Young People’s Societies

Rev. A. G. Ferguson and George Hartfield.

Rev. W. E. Hill of Paducah Presbytery was invited to sit as a corresponding member.

Houston & Geneva Churches were permitted to perfect their records from the best infor​mation they can gather.

It was made the first order of the day for Friday morning to select the place for the fall meeting, and the 2nd order of the day to elect commissioners to the Assembly. The com​mission appointed to visit and officer [sic] Laurel Church if the
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way be clear, reported as follows: The report was adopted: “Your commission would re​spectfully report that it met at Laurel, Feb. 20th and was opened with prayer. There were present at the meeting Rev. A. B. Coit, Rev. R. L. Campbell & Elder C.G. Stead​man. A sermon was preached on Sabbath morning by Mr Coit and another at night by Mr Camp​bell. Notice was given out previously of the intention of the commission to elect officers, yet at that meeting there were only two members of Laurel Church present. The commis​sion did not see its way clear to elect officers and after some discussion, ad​journed with prayer.








A. B. Coit, Chm.

The commission appointed to visit and officer Amory Church, if the way be clear, respectfully report that they have corresponded with the church, with reference to the matter and the way was not clear for the performance of said duty.








Respectfully submitted,








G. E. Chandler, Chm.

The above report was adopted, and the commission continued.

It was made the 1st order of the day for tomorrow afternoon to hear the report of the ad interim committee on the changes in the Rules of Discipline.

At his own request the name of Mr. W. P. Patrick was dropped from the roll of candidates for the gospel ministry.

Report of Rev. G. E. Chandler, Chm., In account with Presbytery’s Committee on Relief.

1897

April 30th

W. A. Powell, Treas., for 1896

$15.25

May 3


Remitted M. J. McLean


  15.00





    B. F. Peters



  56.25





    Mrs N. Smythe


  37.50





    Mrs M. Peden


  37.50









146.25
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Sept. 24


    Rev. B. F. Peters


  37.50

Sept. 27


    Rev. M. J. McLean


  50.00





    Mrs N. Smythe


  25.00





    Mrs M. Peden


  25.00









137.50

1898

Jan 8


W. A. Powell, 2nd installment for 1897-98
  10.00




Remitted to Rev. B. F. Peters


  10.00




Total cash received



283.75




Total paid out




283.75








Respectfully submitted,








G. E. Chandler.

The above report of this permanent committee was audited and approved.

Rev. D. L. Barr tendered his written resignation to Presbytery of the pastoral charge of New​ton, Mt Moriah, Garlandsville, Alexander’s Chapel and Montrose Churches. This was referred to the Committee on Bills and Overtures. 

The reasons for absence sent by Rev. B. F. Peters and Rev. E. J. Currie were sustained. 

Presbytery then adjourned with prayer to meet on Friday morning at 8:30 a.m.








Friday, 8:30 a.m., April 1st 1898

Presbytery assembled and devotional exercises were conducted by Rev. W. E. Hill. Pres​bytery was constituted with prayer, the roll was called and minutes of yesterday read and approved. The following elders were enrolled: Col. J. F. Smith of Heidelberg, Mr. C. W. Mills of Columbus, Mr H. S. Gilleylen of Aberdeen, and Mr. L. C. Smythe of Lawrence. The following ministers appeared, gave reasons for tardiness and were
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enrolled. Their reasons for tardiness were sustained: Rev. W. S. Jacobs, Rev. T. D. Lati​mer, Rev. J. G. Lane, Rev. H. C. Smith. 

By consent the first order of the day was suspended.

Oak Grove Church requested permission to employ the ministerial services of Rev. A. H. Barkley for the next twelve months at a salary of $144.00 per annum. This request was referred to the Committee on Bills and Overtures.

Financial report of Home Mission Committee was referred to the Auditing Committee, approved by that committee and is as follows:

Your Committee of Home Missions would respectfully report that for the year 1897 from Jan 1st to Dec 31st we have received from Rev. S. C. Caldwell, Treas. of Synod’s Home Mission Fund & distributed among the churches $585.00. Had services of Evangelist 3 ½ months. 525.00. Total $1110.00.

For the synodical year extending from Nov 1897 to Dec 1898 we contributed to Synod $1060.81. Thus it shows that we drew in excess of our contributions $39.19.

Report of monies received & expended since last meeting of Presbytery at Ellisville.

We have received form Synod’s Treasurer $305.00.

Paid out 3 quarter of 1899

H. C. Smith per Voucher 1

20.00

A. G. Ferguson, V. 2


20.00

A. B. Coit, V. 3


18.74

T. D. Latimer, V. 4


12.50

D. L. Barr, V. 5


12.50

R. I. Long, V. 6


12.50

G. A. Strickland, V. 7


12.50

G. E. Chandler, V. 8


18.75

R. L. Campbell, V. 9


25.00




          152.50

Paid on 4 quarter of 1897

R. L. Campbell, V. 10


25.00

H. C. Smith, V. 11


20.00

A. B. Coit, V. 12


18.75

T. D. Latimer, V. 13


12.50





76.25
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R. I. Long, V. 14


12.50

G. E. Chandler
, V. 15


18.75

A. G. Ferguson, V. 16


20.00

G. A. Strickland, V. 17

12.50

D. A. Barr, V. 18


12.50





76.25

Total 305.00







Respectfully submitted, J. E. Jones, Chm.

The Auditing Committee reported, approving the expense account of the Stated Clerk and the committees report was approved. Expense account of the Stated Clerk was as follows:

Expense, Minute Book to & from Synod


1.00

Stationery






1.50

Blanks for church reports




4.50








7.00








A. B. Coit, S. C.

Resolved: That, our succeeding election of commissioners to the General Assembly no elder or minister, not present, and a member of the Presbytery in session shall be eligible to election by the Presbytery to Assembly.

The Presbytery then took up the 2nd order of the day and proceeded to the election of commissioners to the Assembly. The election of Mr. Wm Kellis as representative of Pres​bytery, of Pleasant Springs Church. Also Mr A. W. Mashburn, alternate commissioner from Meridian Church, to represent this body in the Assembly. Rev. W. S. Jacobs was then chosen as the ministerial commissioner with Rev. T. D. Latimer, as alternate.

A communication from Rev. J. B. Lindsey asking restoration to the ministry was received and referred to the Judicial Committee.

Rev. F. McKeen of the Methodist Episcopal Church was invited to sit as a visiting bro​ther.

Leakesville was selected for the place for the Fall meeting, the first order of the day having been taken up & the election held for this purpose.

Presbytery then took recess until two o’clock this afternoon.
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Friday afternoon

At 2 p.m. Presbytery met and took up the first order of business, viz.: The report of the ad interim committee on changes in the Rules of Discipline, Book of Church Order sent down by the Assembly for the action of the presbyteries. The committee reported as follows—“Your committee would make their report. Having read the proposed changes of words in Chapter XIII, Sec. IV, Book of Church Order we would recommend that we vote for the proposed changes as recommended by the last Gen. Assembly. (See page 300 of Minute book).








R. L. Campbell.

The report of the committee was approved.

The commission appointed to visit Liberty and Good Hope churches met at Liberty on March 13th 1898. Present: Rev. R. L. Campbell, Capt. Wm McCurdy and Mr. W. J. McFarland. A sermon was preached by Mr Campbell. The commission was called to order and opened with prayer. A vote was taken by the members as to whether or not they desired their membership transferred. They voted unanimously against any transfer of membership. Commission then adjourned with prayer.








R. L. Campbell, See page 310.

Your Committee on Bills and Overtures would respectfully report in respect to the re​quest of Rev. D. L. Barr, asking Presbytery to dissolve the relation as pastor existing between himself and the following churches, to wit: Newton, Mt. Moriah, Alexander’s Chapel, Montrose & Garlandsville, said resignation to take effect April 26, 1898. We recom​mend that Rev. D. L. Barr’s request be granted if the way be clear, and that Presbytery adjourn to meet in Meridian 1st, April 6, to issue this matter and that said churches be notified to show cause why the relation should not be dissolved.








Respectfully submitted,






        A. B. Coit, Chm., Geo. Thornton, W. S. Glenn.

The above report was adopted.
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The Bills and Overtures Committee reported as follows—Your committee to whom was referred the request of Oak Grove Church for permission to employ Rev. A. H. Barkley for the next 12 months at a salary of $144 per annum would recommend that the request be granted.








Respectfully submitted,






        A. B. Coit, Chm., Geo. Thornton, W. S. Glenn.

The above report was adopted.

The committee also reported on the request of Houston Church for Mr Barkley’s minis​terial services for one year at a salary of $120.00 per annum, payable monthly to the effect that the above request be granted & the report was adopted. Friendship made a like request for the same minister for one year at a salary of $12.50 per month. The committee recommended that this request be granted and the report was adopted.

Rev. R. L. Campbell tendered his resignation as pastor of Meridian 2nd Presbyterian Church, also concurrence of said church. Certain papers connected therewith were re​ferred to the Committee of Bills and Overtures.

The reasons of Rev. R. I. Long for non-attendance were sustained.

The request of Laurel Church for the services of Rev. R. L. Campbell was referred to the Committee of Bills and Overtures.

The request of Rev. R. I. Long that the reports of Okolona Church be received although for reasons that he gave they were not approved by Session was granted. The Committee on Bills and Overtures made a report which was adopted and is as follows: Your commit​tee on Bills and Overtures to whom was referred the request of Rev. R. L. Campbell for a dissolution of the pastoral relation existing between himself and the 2nd Meridian Church, cannot with the papers and information before them bring in a report, and so submit the papers without recommendation. The report was signed,








A. B. Coit, Chm.

The report was approved.
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The verbal report of Mr R. L. Campbell, and the statement of the representative of the Meridian 2nd [Church] that said church concurred in the request, was then taken up and the request granted, and it was made the duty of the minister filling the church pulpit on Sabbath morning to declare the church vacant.

The Committee on Bills and Overtures then made a report on the request of Laurel Church for the services of Rev. R. L. Campbell ¼ of his time, promising therefore one hundred and fifty dollars, recommending that the request be granted. The report was adopted.

The commission appointed to visit Liberty and Good Hope Churches further reported as follows: “Acting upon information through private correspondence, the commission did not see that it would be worth while to visit Good Hope Church, there being only a few members and [there] are at least some of them are ready to be dissolved.”








Respectfully submitted,








R. L. Campbell.

Mr H. C. Smith the minister in charge of the Good Hope Church then made verbal statement and the church was dissolved and the members transferred to Sandersville.

The Treasurer made his report which was referred to the Auditing Committee, and was duly approved by them and is as follows.

Treasurer’s Report on Presbyterial Tax:

Balance per last report


$79.35

Receipts:
Philadelphus


    2.30



Oak Grove


    2.00



Meridian 1st


  20.00



Columbus


  15.00



Aberdeen


    8.00



West Point


    5.00



Bethel



    3.00



Lauderdale


    2.00






136.65
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Stated Clerk’s salary (six months)

  20.00

Bills rendered, allowed


    7.00

General Assembly Assessment

  19.00

Synodical Tax




  30.00






  76.00

Balance on hand



$60.65

Commissioners Fund: Balance on hand
$54.14

Paid commissioners to Assembly

$54.14








A. H. Barkley,








Treasurer of Presbytery.

On motion a Permanent Committee on Sabbath Schools was appointed consisting of Mr. C. W. Wills, Mr. J. P. Unger & Rev. G. E. Chandler.

The Committee on Statistics and Systematic Beneficence made a report which was ap​proved and is as follows. Presbyterial report on Systematic Beneficence. Report of the Presbytery of Tombeckbee to the General Assembly, for the year ending April 1st 1898:

Objects


Number of Congregations

Amounts

Foreign Missions


21



597.26

Assembly’s Home Missions

15



351.30

Local Home Missions


25



984.59

Colored Evangelistic Fund

  7



431.48

Invalid Fund



13



  95.30

Education



21



380.78

Publication



16



  60.44

Bible Society



  3



  39.03

Presbyterial



14



111.35

Pastors’ Salaries actually pd.

27


         8,029.45

Congregational


16


         3,435.85

Miscellaneous



13


         1,317.41
Total






                 $15,824.44

Note: The Stated Clerk’s salary had been paid in full for spring until last fall when it was by a double payment brought up to date. Now each meeting is paid for at that time.-S.C.
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Four congregations have contributed to all the eight objects of benevolence ordered by the General Assembly. Four have contributed to seven and one has contributed to six. Three have contributed to five, four have contributed to four, five have contributed to three, six have contributed to two, two have contributed to one, two to none.








Respectfully submitted,








W. J. Stevenson, Chm.

Above report to be supplemented by S.C.

The Committee on Sabbath schools made a report which was approved, and is as follows.

Presbyterial Report on Sabbath Schools.

Report of the Sabbath Schools of Tombeckbee Presbytery

for the year ending March 31, 1898:
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Respectfully submitted,








J. P. Unger, Chm.

Young People’s Societies. We your committee beg leave to submit the following report, viz.: Eight churches report no societies. Five churches report societies with the following results:

Columbus
$35.00




Applied to missions.

Meridian 1st
    5.00




Applied to incidentals.

Bloomfield
Sum not named.


Local purposes.

Hamilton
  25.00




Applied to Palmer Orphanage.

Bethel

    7.00




Applied to Bible for Church


            $72.00 


Total amount raised by these societies.

The above report was adopted.

The following report of the Committee on Sermon and Essay was approved: We your Committee on Sermon & Essay beg leave to make the following report, viz.: Subject for Sermon: Sanctification. As the principal on Sermon we recommend Rev. R. L. Camp​bell, as alternate, Rev. T. D. Latimer. Subject for the Essay, The Power and Responsibility of Influence. Principal on Essay: Elder George Hartfield. Alternate, Elder Lane Hall.








Respectfully submitted,








A. G. Ferguson, Chm.

Rev. E. J. Currie, Rev. R. L. Campbell and Elder George Hartfield were appointed to visit the Wilson neighborhood near Hattiesburg and organize a church if the way be clear. See page 343.

The Committee on the Minutes of Synod reported that there were no minutes yet pub​lished, and the committee was discharged.

Rev. H. C. Smith appeared and gave reasons for tardiness, which were sustained, and his name was enrolled.

The Committee on Leave of Absence reported having granted leave of absence to Dr. W. J. Stevenson after Friday’s sessions: Also for same time Mr J. A. McRae, Mr Wm Kellis, A. D. Gordon, Rev. J. G. Lane, Mr. S. F. Potts, Rev. H. H. Barkley. These reports were made separately & signed by chairman, Dan’l McLeod. The report was approved.
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The following resolution was submitted & referred to the Committee on Bills and Over​tures. Resolved: That an equitable assessment shall be annually levied on the churches to defray the traveling expenses of members of Presbytery.








George Hartfield.

Recommendation of Committee on Relief. Your committee would recommend that the applications for and per the coming year shall be as follows:

Rev. B. F. Peters
$100.00

Rev. M. J. McLean
  100.00

Mrs Nannie Smyth
    50.00

Mrs M. Peden

    50.00



  300.00








Respectfully submitted,








G. E. Chandler

The above report was adopted.

Rev. T. D. Latimer was permitted to hold the call from the Lauderdale Church until the adjourned meeting, April 26.

The following resolution was introduced and referred to the Committee on Bills and Over​tures: Whereas there is no uniformity in the size or style of sessional records, many of them being in cheap and defective binding, and a few not bound at all, therefore be it resolved to buy sessional records through the Stated Clerk, and that he be directed to furnish well-bound books of uniform size & style.








George Hartwell.

A new Committee on Missions was appointed, Dr. H. R. Raymond having resigned, con​sisting of Rev. G. E. Chandler, O. L. Jacobi, H. S. Gilleylen, Rev. R. L. Campbell and Rev. R. I. Long. Said Permanent Committee was instructed as soon as possible to perfect the organization of a Woman’s Presbyterial Union in the interest of Foreign Missions, with the view of undertaking definite work by the Presbytery.

The Committee on Bills and Overtures reported on the resolution in regard to sessional records recorded above as follows: Your Committee on Bills and Overtures respectfully report on the resolution submitted to them
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in reference to the buying of books through the Stated Clerk. We respectfully report that we would recommend that the sessions of this Presbytery in buying new books of record buy through the Stated Clerk uniform books.








Respectfully submitted,








A. B. Coit, Chm.

The report was adopted.

The Committee on Sessional Records made their report which was adopted & is condensed as follows:

Records of Mt. Moriah Church approved to page 25, except that no provisions are made to pay expenses of representatives.

Waynesboro records to date were approved.

Montrose records approved to date except 1st. On page 69, a committee was appointed but names of the committee were not given. 2nd. On page 66, letter was granted to a member, but it is not stated to what church said member was dismissed. 3rd. The record does not show whether the expenses of representatives to last meeting of Presbytery were paid. 

Erata records approved to date except as to the failure of record to show that representative’s expenses were paid.

Garlandsville records approved to page 90, except as record about defraying representative’s expenses.

Newton records approved to page 56, except record in regard to expenses of minister & elder to Presbytery.

Starkville records approved to page 77.

Macon records approved to April 1st 1898, except no record of paying expenses of rep​resentatives to Presbytery.

Meridian 1st Church examined and approved to April 1st 1898.

West Point, approved to page 158 except no record of payment of the expenses of the representatives to Presbytery.

Houston approved to page 101, except there is no record of the payment of expenses of representatives to the presbytery.

Meridian 2nd. Record approved to date except there is no record that the expenses of the representatives to Presbytery were paid.
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Carolina records were approved, except 1st. There is no record of representative to Pres​by​tery at its Fall meeting making a report to Session. 2nd. There is no record that the representatives expenses were paid. 3rd. There is no record of the election of a repre​sent​ative to this meeting, and the narratives & other reports are not recorded.

Oak Grove records approved except that there is no record that the expenses of the min​ister and elder were paid.

Bloomfield records were approved except 1st. The record book has not been before Pres​by​tery since 1895. 2nd. No provision for the payment of expenses of representatives to Presbytery. 3rd. That the Minutes are not written in a book. We recommend that Bloom​field Church furnish the clerk with a minute book.

Pleasant Springs record was approved except 1st. The book has not been before Presby​tery since 1890. 2nd. The record does not show the payment of the expenses of repre​sentative.

Vernal records were approved except 1st. The book has not been before Presbytery since 1895. 2nd. The record shows no provision for the payment of the expenses of the dele​gates to Presbytery.

Okolona records were approved except 1st. The records were approved except 1st. The book is not paged. 2nd. The record fails to show the fact that the minister & elders’ ex​penses were paid since 1894. 3rd. The records have not been before Presbytery since 1896.

Hamilton record approved. That the record shows no payment of ministers & elders’ expense account to Presbytery. We recommend that the Statistical Report be made more legible.

Toomsuba records approved except 1st. The book has not been before Presbytery since 1891. 2nd. There is no provision for defraying expenses of minister and elder to Presby​tery.

Aberdeen record approved to page 52, except no record of provision to defray the expenses of the minister and elder to presbytery.

Alexander’s Chapel records approved to page 23
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except the record shows no provision made to defray the expenses of the minister & elder to Presbytery.

Bethel records were approved to page 119, except that no record of defraying repre​sentatives’ expenses was made.

Hattiesburg records approved to date.

Lawrence record approved with exception in regard to expense account as above.

Columbus. Records approved to date except 1st. The minutes do not show the name of the pastor and the Christian names of the members of Session are [illegible] avoided [?]. 2nd. Expense of minister & elder to Pres. not recorded as paid.

Lauderdale records approved, except the record does not show expenses of delegates to presbytery paid.

Friendship records approved to page 24.

Ellisville records approved to page 37 except that the record does not shew that the expenses of the minister and elder to presbytery were defrayed.

Sandersville record approved except the book has not been before Presbytery since 1896. 2nd. The record fails to show that the expense of minister and elder to presbytery were defrayed.







A. H. Barkley, Wm Kellis, John Land.

The Committee on Bills and Overtures reported on the paper in regard to paying repre​sentatives expenses—see page 314—recommending its adoption. While the matter was under discussion, Presbytery took recess until after preaching tonight.








Friday night after Service.

Presbytery was called to order by the Moderator & resumed the discussion of the report of the Committee of Bills & Overtures on the resolution in regard to defraying the ex​pense of representatives to Presbytery. After discussion the subject was referred to an ad interim committee consisting of Rev. J. G. Lane, A. W. Mashburn & George Hart​field.

Buena Vista Church not having sent up an application for the services of Rev. A. H. Bark​​ley, the Stated Clerk was instructed to write to
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the session of said church for the paper containing said request, and on receipt of the paper he was authorized to grant the request.

Presbytery was adjourned with prayer.







Saturday morning, April 2, 1898, 8:30 a.m.

Presbytery assembled and devotional exercises were conducted by Rev. J. G. Lane. Pres​bytery was called to order and constituted with prayer by the Moderator, Rev. G. E. Chand​ler. The roll was called and a quorum was found present and Presbytery proceeded to business. Minutes of previous day were read and approved.

Rev. R. A. Cody of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church was invited to sit as a visiting brother.

The Moderator requested Elder George Hartfield to take the chair. Rev. G. E. Chandler was granted leave of absence from now until close of session.

The Committee on Education made a report which was adopted, and is as follows. Your Committee of Education would report that four of our candidates are in school at Clarks​ville, Tenn. Three are out of school. We learn through Rev J. H. Lumpkin, D.D., Secre​tary of Assembly’s Committee of Education that this Presbytery has contributed as fol​lows:

Osborn



  .85

Montrose


6.25



Knox



2.00

Erata



1.00

West Point


2.50

Mt Moriah


2.00

Ellisville


4.65

Hattiesburg


5.80

Aberdeen


4.50

Starkville


7.20

Heidelberg


2.20

Columbus                              22.14

Oak Grove


2.25

Macon



4.00
Sandersville


4.50




        105.80

Newton


5.50

Carolina


2.20

Out of 54 churches only 21 contributed.

Meridian 1st 

          19.51

Alexander’s Chapel

1.25


Respectfully submitted,

Shiloh



  .40


D. L. Barr, Chm.
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D. L. Barr, A. W. Mashburn and J. F. Smith were appointed on a committee to suggest an apportionment for the churches for the cause of Education, and report to this body.

The Committee on Home Missions reported as follows & the report was discussed & adopted. Your Committee on Home Missions as respects our local missions would most respectfully report that since our last report to this body all of our churches with the ex​ception of what is known as our Kemper County group, including the Louisville Church in Winston County, Amory & Laurel have been supplied regularly with minis​trations of the word of God. Rev. W. E. Hill of Paducah Presbytery has visited and been laboring with the Kemper County group for the last two weeks and your committee expresses the hope that he will be induced to locate in that field and cultivate that part of our vineyard. We have been informed that Brother Hill’s labors in that territory have been highly ac​cept​able to those churches & they are exceedingly anxious to secure his services perma​nently. We have not been much encouraged with the outlook for Amory and Laurel. The work as a whole is healthy and encouraging. Some of our churches are growing stronger, almost every one has contributed something to the Home Mission Fund. To enlarge and extend the education of our churches with reference to this work, our committee sent out since January last some of the ministers to a few of the churches to awaken new interest in our work, and to replenish our treasury. It did good and we hope that the interest is greater than it has ever been, both on the part of our ministers and churches. We have used every means we reasonably could to increase our contributions and we hope we will have
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a sufficiency of funds to carry on our work and enlarge it this year. We bespeak the ear​nest hearts and prayerful cooperation of all our ministers and churches, and plead with them to make liberal contributions to this cause. We find it necessary to rearrange one of our groups in view of Bro. Campbell’s removal from 2nd Church of Meridian. We offer the following recommendations, That Ellisville, Laurel, Waynesboro & Philadelphus be grouped together and be known as the Ellisville group. We recommend the following apportionment for the year 1898:

Okolona

$50.00

Macon


  50.00

Scooba


  50.00

Enterprise

  75.00

Erata


125.00

Kemper County
  50.00

2nd Meridian

200.00

We recognize with profound gratitude the loving hand of God in this department of our church work and with humble reliance upon him, we press on with hope & confidence. From the information sent out by the Assembly’s Sec. of Home Missions we learn that the year just closed with March 31st has been the most successful year since the present plan of conducting the work was inaugurated, notwithstanding the stringency of the times and the demoralizing effect of yellow fever. During the year just closed this Presbytery has contributed to this fund the sum of $146.00. We are asked by the committee as a Presbytery to raise this year the sum of $432.00. Your committee would recommend that earnest and diligent effort be made to raise this amount, and to this and enjoin
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to give the people in Sept. & January next an opportunity to contribute to this cause and thus furnish our pro rata of the funds necessary to carry on & extend this part of our church work.








J. E. Jones, G. E. Chandler

Pending the discussion of the above report, presbytery took recess until 2 p.m.

At 2 p.m. Presbytery met and resumed business. The above report was discussed and adopted.

The Judicial Committee made the following report which was adopted: Your Judicial Committee respectfully report that they have had two letters addressed to Rev. A. B. Coit and one addressed to this body from J. B. Lindsey placed in their hands. These letters are filled with professed penitence for his past misconduct and earnest entreaties to be restored to the full work of the ministry. We submit the following recommendations. 1st. Presbytery expresses its sympathy for the brother in his severe trials and unites its prayers with his that God would open the way, if it be best and right, & have him restored to the full work of the ministry. 2nd. In view of the fact that we are not in possession of any facts or evidence that would lead us to believe that the time for his restoration has come, we would advise this brother to meet with this body at the adjourned meeting to be held the 26th day of this month in the 1st Church of Meridian, and bring with him testimonials form some accredited persons, that he has repented, and has brought forth fruits meet for repentance, and that his character is such that he can labor with profit and acceptance
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among them in the office of the ministry. Especially do we desire testimonials that he has repented of the specific sin with which he stands charged.








Respectfully submitted,








J. E. Jones, Chm., Cecil Bardwell.

The following report of a committee was adopted: “Your Committee to whom was referred the request of certain members of the Wahalak Church, viz.: that location of said church be changed to “Binnsville,” would respectfully report as follows: We recommend that a commission consisting of Rev. T. D. Latimer, Dr. W. J. Stevenson of Lauderdale & A. T. Dent of Macon be appointed to visit the church and issue the matter.








Respectfully submitted,








J. F. Smith, Chm.

The following Narrative was adopted.

1. The attendance upon the services of the sanctuary by members and by others in a large proportion of the churches has been encouraging. In some of these, it is true, this favor​able feature is observed on Sabbath morning but not in Sabbath night. There are in​stances, too, of the Sabbath services being punctually attended by the congregation, [but in] which the prayer meeting during the week seems to have lost its hold upon the interest of the people. Some of the churches present a gloomy report in regard to attendance, lamenting that so few come to the solemn feasts of the Lord’s house.

2. In regard to the observance of family worship the narratives reveal a startling state of facts. Only about seven of the reports tell us of general

[323]

observance of this ordinance. About half report it is much neglected, and the remaining ones can only say it is partially observed. We can but cherish the hope, however, that there are many family altars not known to the sessions where the daily sacrifice is offered to the Lord.

3. The aspect of the question as to the observance of the Sabbath by members of the church is on the whole more than ordinarily encouraging. There are grounds for believing that progress has been made. Only two or three churches mention Sabbath desecration as prevalent among the membership, while the encouraging tidings come from all the others, that the people of God in general remember the Sabbath Day to keep it holy. A few report that it is fairly well observed, but the majority claim that the observance is good.

4. We noted nothing very marked in what our churches say respecting the training of children and youth in the home & Sabbath school in the scriptures and catechisms of the church. We are satisfied that the word of God is systematically taught in these schools and that in most of them instruction is given in the catechism. We believe that teachers are generally aiming to be fulfill their duties in this way. We regret to record the impres​sion made on our minds, that in these days home training is much neglected both in the scriptures and catechisms of the church.

5. There is much encouragement in the accounts we have respecting the duty of giving to the support and extension of the gospel. A large number of the churches act on the scrip​tural doctrine
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that it is both a duty and a privilege to honor the Lord with our substance and with the first fruits of all our increase. Several of the churches it is true are doing only fairly well in the discharge of this obligation, but we hail with joy the evidences of advancement as compared with former years.

6. We must confess however that the reported delinquency of about one-half our churches in regard to pastors’ salaries does not agree with the brighter view we have recorded touching the grace of giving. We hope and pray that the time will come, when all the churches can report a goodly number have this year have done: “We have paid our minis​ter fully & promptly.”

7. The past has not been a year extensive reversals in our bounds, yet quite a number of congregations have exhibited signs of quickened spiritual life and growth. It is painful to learn that in many congregations there are no manifest tokens of activity such as should characterize the disciples of the Lord Jesus.

8. While too much worldly mindedness is generally deplored, the churches mainly are not affected with any conspicuously [tendency] toward such unchristian conduct & as is denominated “Worldly Conformity.”

9. Outside evangelistic work seems to be attempted only in a very few instances. Some of these being simply outside labors of the pastor only, and not of the churches through their ministers.

10. Under the efficient supervision
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of our Committee of Missions, and by careful grouping of churches, we have had nearly every church supplied with the stated ministrations of the word. We state this fact with gratitude toward the Lord who has furnished us with laborers for the harvest, believing in the promise that their labors shall not be in vain in the Lord. Testifying anent our alleg​iance to Jesus Christ the head of the Church we would exhort one another daily, “Be strong and of a good courage; be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed, for the Lord thy God is with thee whithersoever thou goest.”








Respectfully submitted,








H. R. Raymond, Chm.








J. B. Mitchel, J. E. Jones.

The Committee on Colored Evangelization reported as follows: That no official data has come into our possession for immediate consideration, but in view of the financial em​barrassment of the cause we would earnestly recommend that all the churches within our bounds contribute liberally to this cause.








Respectfully submitted,








J. D. Latimer, G. A. Strickland.

The report was adopted.

By motion the Stated Clerk was instructed to notify the secretary of the Executive Com​mit​tees of the General Assembly who the chairmen of the various permanent committees [of Presbytery] are when necessary. 

“Resolved that this body authorize and instruct Rev T. D. Latimer & R. L. Campbell to raise the sum of $300.00 for the purpose of supple​menting the salary of the minister who shall labor in the Second Meridian Church, and report the result of their efforts to the adjourned meeting of this body, 26th of this month.”
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The above resolution was adopted.

Rev W. E. Hill was granted permission to labor within our bounds until next regular meeting. 

The request of Rev. J. G. Lane to hold the call of the Aberdeen Church until the adjourned meeting was granted.

The special committee to whom was referred the request of some members of Wahalak Church for organization, see p. 322.

J. R. Mitchel was excused from further attendance.

The customary resolution of thanks was adopted and the officers of the body were also given thanks for the discharge of the duties resting upon them. 

The minutes were approved, after being read, and the Presbytery took recess until after divine service tonight.

After divine service Presbytery was called to order. There being no further business Presbytery then adjourned to meet in the First Presbyterian Church of Meridian, April 26th, 7:30 p.m. Closed with prayer & benediction.








Geo. Hartfield, Moderator








D. L. Barr, Clerk

Attest:
A. B. Coit, S. C.








Meridian 1st, April 26, 1898

Presbytery met pursuant to adjournment at 7:30 p.m. Rev. D. L. Barr the last Moderator present  called the meeting to order and opened it with prayer. There were present of the ministers: Rev D. L. Barr, Rev. R. L. Campbell, Rev. T. D. Latimer, Rev. G. A. Strick​land, and Rev. J. E. Jones. Of the Elders, Mr. E. A. White, Mr. A. W. Mashburn of Hei​delberg and Meridian 1st, respectively.

[pp. 327-334 missing, although the record seems not to be interrupted.]

[335]

also Mr. W. S. Glenn of Ellisville and Mr J. R. Mitchel of Meridian 2nd. Mr. E. A. White was elected Clerk.

Rev. J. G. Lane signified his acceptance of the call of the Aberdeen Church, in a letter to the Stated Clerk, and a commission was appointed to install him, consisting of Rev. G. E. Chandler, who is to preside, propound the constitutional questions, and preach the ser​mon. Rev A. H. Barkley, who will charge the pastor, and Rev. R. I. Long the people & Elders Dowd McCarley & J. P. Unger. The installation was set for the 5th Sabbath in May.

Rev. J. E. Jones, chairman of the Home Mission Committee, was authorized to make the same apportionment for the first quarter of the present year, on the basis of last year. Mr. Jones also obtained permission to change grouping of churches so far as to put Ellisville, Laurel & Purvis in a group, and temporarily until Fall meeting, Meridian 2nd, Waynes​boro & Philadelphus were grouped. Meridian 2nd to have 3rd Sabbaths & 5th Sabbaths & the other two churches one Sabbath.

The following report was received from the commission appointed to visit Wahalak Church (see page 326), reported as follows:








Binnsville, Miss., April 19, 1898

Moderator & Members of Tombeckbee Presbytery: Brethren—We your commission ap​pointed to visit Wahalak Church and adjust the differences existing between said church and Binnsville submit the following. After sermon by Rev T. D. Latimer, Rev. 22 ch., 27 vs., the commission assembled and took testimony. After a thorough investigation we found they had legal right to move said church from Wahalak, hence we ordered said church
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to remain at the original place until the two factions came together and Petition Presby​tery for said removal.








Respectfully submitted,








Rev. T. D. Latimer, Chm.

Report adopted.

A communication was received from sundry members of Wahalak Church, 19 in all, asking that a church be organized at Binnsville. The request was granted and the fol​lowing commission was appointed to organize the church, if the way be clear on the 5th Sabbath in May, consisting of Rev. T. D. Latimer, Rev. J. E. Jones, Rev. G. A. Strickland & Elders J. W. Carter and Dr. W. J. Stevenson.

Rev. T. D. Latimer accepted the call from the Lauderdale Church (page 314). A com​mission was appointed to install him pastor on the 2nd Sabbath in May, consisting of Rev J. E. Jones who will preside, propound the constitutional questions & preach the sermon, Rev. A. B. Coit who will charge the pastor, and Rev G. A. Strickland, who will charge the people. Elders A. W. Mashburn and W. J Stevenson complete the commission.

Rev D. L. Barr requested Rev. R. L. Campbell to preside in his stead. At the joint request of pastor & people, Presbytery then dissolved the relation existing between Rev. D. L. Barr and Garlandsville, Newton, Mt. Moriah, Montrose & Alexander’s Chapel. 

Rev. D. L. Barr resigned the chairmanship of Education & Rev. R. L. Campbell was appointed to fill his place as chairman of Education.

Rev. D. L. Barr was then granted a letter of dismission to New Orleans Presbytery.

Rev. G. A. Strickland was appointed to
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examine and report upon the advisability of dissolving Barr’s Chapel in Kemper County.

The following resolution was adopted: “Rev. D. L. Barr having asked to be dismissed to New Orleans Presbytery and his request having been granted, Presbytery desires to put on record its appreciation of him both as a man and as a minister. We part with him with great reluctance, since no man within our bounds has been more faithful and more suc​cessful. We commend him to the brethren into whose bounds he goes, as an earnest, con​secrated and faithful minister of the gospel, assuring Brother Barr that he carries with him the love and prayers of this body.”

Rev. T. D. Latimer was appointed a committee to visit Center Point and investigate its needs.

The Home Mission Committee was empowered to secure a supply for the group com​posed of Meridian 2nd, Waynesboro & Philadelphus until next meeting of Presbytery. 

Presbytery then adjourned with singing, prayer and apostolic benediction to meet at Leakesville, Miss., by Standing Rule No. 5.








R. L. Campbell, Mod.








E. A. White, Clerk.

Attest:

A. B. Coit, S.C.









West Point, Miss.








May 31, 1898

Pursuant to a call made in accordance with Form of Government, Chapter V, Sec. IV & Par. VIII, by the Moderator. Presbytery met and was called to order and opened with prayer by Rev. G. E. Chandler, the Moderator. There were present: Rev. G. E. Chandler, Rev. J. G. Lane, Rev. R. I. Long & Elders Dowd McCarley of Okolona & J. P. Unger of West Point. J. P. Unger was elected Temporary Clerk.

[338]

The Moderator then stated the object of the pro re nata meeting to the receiving and acting upon the resignations of Rev. R. I. Long as Pastor of Okolona Church.

Rev. R. I. Long then tendered his resignation as Pastor of Okolona Church, and the church responded through its representative D. M. McCarley. There was quite a lengthy discussion of the subject. Rev. J. E. Lane led the Presbytery in prayer. Presbytery then dissolved the relation.

Minutes were read and approved. Presbytery then adjourned to meet at Leakesville by Standing Rule No. 5. Closing prayer was offered by Rev R. I. Long.








G. E. Chandler, Mod.








J. P. Unger, Clerk.

Attest:

A. B. Coit, Stated Clerk.








Leakesville, Nov. 10, 1898

The prevalence of yellow fever and the existence of quarantine prevented the stated meet​ing of Presbytery from convening at the appointed time and place. The quarantine restric​tions, having been removed: by virtue of Par. VIII, Sec. IV, Chapter II, Book of Church Order, the Moderator called Presbytery to meet at Leakesville, Thursday, Nov 10, 11 a.m. 

Presbytery met at 2 p.m., having been providentially prevented from meeting at the hour named. The opening sermon was preached by Rev G. E. Chandler, retiring Moderator, from Isa. 59:18. Presbytery was then opened with prayer. Roll was called and the follow​ing ministers and elders responded or were present during the meeting.

Rev. J. E. Jones



Elders


from

Rev. A. B. Coit





Rev. G. E. Chandler



R. A. McLeod

Vernal

Rev. R. L. Campbell



Dan’l McLeod

Leakesville

Rev. R. B. Hodge



Dan’l Taylor2 

Philadelphus

Rev. B. A. Pendleton
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Presbytery then proceeded to the election of Rev. R. L. Campbell, Moderator & Rev. G. E. Chandler, Temporary Clerk. The minutes of the last meetings were read and approved. Standing Rule No. 20 was suspended.

Rev. R. B. Hodge & Rev. B. A. Pendleton of Knoxville Presbytery were invited to sit as cor​responding members. Rev. Y. D. Westerfield of the Protestant Methodist Church was invited to sit as a visiting brother.

Rev. R. B. Hodge and Rev. B. A. Pendleton presented letters of dismission from Knox​ville Presbytery which were received. The regular committees on examination being absent the Moderator appointed the following temporary committees: Rev. A. B. Coit on experimental religion, Rev. G. E. Chandler on theology, and Rev. J. E. Jones on church government. The brethren were then examined on experimental religion, theology and church government and the examinations were each sustained & sustained as a whole, and the brethren were enrolled after signing the obligation.

Rev. H. A. Vanderberg of the Methodist Episcopal Church was invited to sit as a visiting brother.

Rev. B. A. Pendleton was appointed chairman of the Devotional Committee, Dan’l Mc​Leod being the Elder on said committee. Mr. Pendleton was requested to preach at seven o’clock tonight.

Rev. A. H. Barkley sent to Presbytery reasons of absence which were sustained.

Rev. J. E. Jones was elected Treasurer of Presbytery pro. tem., in the absence of Mr Bark​ley.

Rev. R. I. Long was granted permission to labor without our bounds for six months. 

The hours of sessions were fixed from 8 a.m. to 11 a.m. & from 2

[page 340 is blank; page 341—material recorded on this page is crossed out.]
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until 5 p.m. There was to be by order of Presbytery preaching at 11 a.m. & 7 p.m.

The request of Rev. W. E. Hill for an adjourned meeting of Presbytery was answered by Presbytery’s motion to adjourn to meet at Vicksburg during session of Synod at the call of the Moderator, on final adjournment.

Presbytery then adjourned with prayer to meet at 8 a.m. Friday morning.








Nov. 11, 1898

Presbytery met and after one-half hour spent in devotional exercises conducted by Rev. R. B. Hodge, Presbytery was constituted with prayer. The minutes of yesterday’s session were read and approved. The Moderator announced the following standing committees:

Bills and Overtures—Rev. A. B. Coit, Rev. R. B. Hodge.

Judicial—Rev. J. E. Jones, Rev. G. E. Chandler.

Narrative—Rev. R. B. Hodge.

Auditing—Rev. B. A. Pendleton.

Devotional—Rev. B. A. Pendleton & Dan McLeod.

Minutes of Superior Courts—Rev. B. A. Pendleton and Rev. R. B. Hodge.

Sermon & Essay—Rev. J. E. Jones and Rev. A. B. Coit.

Leave of Absence—P. A. McLeod.

Statistics—Rev. R. B. Hodge.

The commission to install officers at Amory Church reported that the way was not clear, and the commission was continued.

The commission appointed to install Rev. J. G. Lane reported that the way was not clear to perform that duty and the commission was discharged.

A call from Meridian 2nd Church for the pastoral services of Rev. B. A. Pendleton was received, said call promising him $300.00 for ¾ of his time, and referred to the Commit​tee 
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on Bills and Overtures. 

The request of the Newton group of churches for permission to employ Rev. R. B. Hodge for the next six months was referred to the Committee on Bills and Overtures.

The request of Louisville and Bloomfield Churches for permission to employ Rev. W. E. Hill for the next six months was likewise referred to the Committee on Bills and Over​tures. The letter of Rev. W. E. Hill from Paducah Presbytery was filed after being re​ceived, because of the absence of Mr. Hill.

The commission appointed to install Rev. T. D. Latimer pastor of Lauderdale Church re​ported that duty performed and were discharged.

Rev. H. C. Smith resigned the chairmanship of Publication Committee, and his resig​nation was accepted. Rev. R. B. Hodge was elected chairman in his place, Mr. Smith still remaining on the committee.

The reasons of Rev. H. R. Raymond, D.D., for non-attendance were sustained.

A call from Okolona Church for the pastoral services of Rev. G. A. Strickland, at a salary of six hundred dollars per annum was received and referred to the Committee on Bills and Overtures.

It was made the special order for 2 p.m. today to hear a report from the Committee on Education. It was made the second order of the day this afternoon to hear discussion on the state of religion in our bounds.

West Point was chosen as the place for the Spring meeting of Presbytery.

Saturday evening at seven p.m. was set as the time for hearing the Presbyterial Sermon on Sanctification, by Rev R. L. Campbell. Ruling Elder Dan’l McLeod the alternate dele​gate to Presbytery appeared and was enrolled.

The commission appointed to organize a church in the Wilson neighborhood in Rev. E. J. Currie’s work reported in part, and was continued.
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The committee appointed at the last meeting of Presbytery to devise ways and means for defraying expenses of delegates did not report and were discharged. A new committee consisting of Rev. J. G. Lane, Rev. B. A. Pendleton & Elder George Hartsfield were appointed for the same purpose, with instruction to report at the Spring meeting of Pres​bytery.

The Committee on Bills and Overtures to whom the call of Okolona Church for the past​oral services of Rev. G. A. Strickland, would report that the call is in order and rec​om​mend that it be placed in Mr Strickland’s hands. The report was adopted. The committee also found the call from Meridian 2nd and recommended the call be placed in Mr Pen​dleton’s hands. The report was adopted.

Rev. B. A. Pendleton accepted the call, and presbytery appointed a commission to install him pastor on 1st Sab. in Dec., 1898, 11 a.m. The commission consists of Rev. G. E. Chandler, who will preside and propound the constitutional questions, Rev. J. E. Jones to charge the pastor, Rev. R. L. Campbell to charge the people, with Elder A. W. Mashburn of Meridian 1st and Col. L. B. Brown of Enterprise to complete the commission.

The committee appointed to investigate and report upon the advisability of dissolving Barr’s Chapel (see p. 336), made no report. The committee was discharged, and a new committee, consisting of Rev. T. D. Latimer & Ruling Elder W. J. Stevenson was ap​point​ed to report upon the matter at the Spring meeting.







Presbytery then took recess until 2 p.m.








Friday, 2 p.m.

Presbytery met and resumed business.
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The first order of the day was then taken up, i.e., a report in part by the chairman of Edu​cation. The matter was referred back to the committee with the request for a written report.

The second order of the day was then taken up and verbal narratives were heard from the various churches. 

Pending the discussion Ruling Elder E. L. Taylor appeared and was enrolled as the dele​gate from Philadelphus Church.




Presbytery then adjourned with prayer until 8 a.m., Saturday.








Saturday, Nov. 12, 8 o’clock a.m.

Presbytery met and was opened with devotional exercises, conducted by Rev. G. E. Chandler. The roll was called and there was a quorum found present (see roll on page 234). The minutes of yesterday’s [meeting] were read [and] approved.

The Committee on Bills and Overtures reported, recommending that Louisville & Bloom​field Churches be granted permission to employ Rev. W. E. Hill for the next six months.

The Committee on Statistics reported, and the report was adopted and is as follows: “Your Committee on Statistics would make the following report. We have 19 ministers. We have dismissed Rev. D. L. Barr to the Presbytery of New Orleans. We have received Rev. B. A. Pendleton & Rev. R. B. Hodge from the Presbytery of Knoxville. We have seven candidates for the ministry. We have 53 churches. The name and address of our Stated Clerk is A. B. Coit, Enterprise, Miss. The next place of meeting—West Point.”








R. B. Hodge.

The report was ordered forwarded to Synod.
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The Narrative was read, adopted, and ordered forwarded to Synod & is as follows: The Committee on the Narrative would respectfully submit the following brief report on the state of religion in this Presbytery: 1st. Only six churches have presented a written report, but verbal reports shew the condition of all our churches to be encouraging. The people appear to be recognizing the fact more and more that it is necessary to attend regularly on the preached word in the services of the sanctuary. The officers and deacons are generally faithful in the discharge of the duties resting on them. Of course, there are a few excep​tions. 2nd. The Sunday School work is growing in all our bounds, number of teachers and scholars being all the while on the increase. The majority of the schools are under the supervision of the sessions of the churches.

3rd. The benevolence of the churches is not of as great zeal & knowledge as we believe God’s word of command requires; however in consideration of the money scarcity, they have contributed in such a way that we believe they have given cheerfully and not grudg​ingly.

4th. With a few reported exceptions our people are not exhibiting a prevalent love and practice of worldly amusements, ergo, we are much grateful to note a growth in all the graces of Christian life and character.








R. B. Hodge, Chm.








B. A. Pendleton.

The Committee on Bills and Overtures reported on the request of the Newton group of churches for the services of Rev R. B. Hodge, recommending that the request be granted. The report was adopted.

The report on Education was received, amended and adopted & is as follows:
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Your committee would report 1st. That we have seven young men under our care. One, Mr. Willie Dyers is at school at home. Two are pursuing their studies at the South-Western Presbyterian University. Mr. R. L. Nicholson completes his theological course this year. Mr. J. W. Moseley took senior theology last year but decided to remain another year in school, which we think was a wise decision. Five of our candidates for various reasons are not attending school this year. 3rd. [sic] We recommend that Presbytery auth​orize the committee to ascertain the purpose of the two Kimbroughs (Gus & Tom). 4th. We recommend that the Presbytery pledge itself to make an earnest effort to raise the amount $300 apportioned by the Central Committee. 5th. We would recommend that each church session raise from their congregation by free will offerings an amount equal to 2 ½ per cent of the pastor’s salary. The committee have already asked & obtained from Central Committee $75.00 each for Mr R. L. Nicholson & J. W. Moseley.








R. L. Campbell, Chm.

A motion to withdraw from the cooperation with the Assembly’s Committee on Edu​ca​tion was laid on the table until Spring meeting.







Presbytery then took recess until 2 p.m.

At 2 p.m. Presbytery met & assumed business. The chairman of Publication was granted permission to employ a colporteur for the next six months, Presbytery assuming no finan​cial responsibility.

The Committee on Sermon & Essay reported as follows: Subject of Sermon—“Office & Work of the Holy Spirit.” Preacher—R. B. Hodge, Alt., Rev. B. A. Pendleton. Essay—

[348]

“On the Responsibility of Influence.” Essayist—H. G. Gilleylen, Alternate—J. P. Unger.

The expense account of the Stated Clerk for stationery, telegraphing &c. was allowed.

The reports of the Committee on the Minutes of Synod & Assembly were adopted and are as follows: We have examined the records of the Synod of Mississippi & find therein no special instruction to Presbytery nor anything contained therein to which they would call Presbytery’s attention except that Tombeckbee Presbytery was represented by only 5 ministers and no ruling elders were enrolled as delegates.








Respectfully submitted,








B. A. Pendleton, R. B. Hodge.

Report of Committee on Assembly’s Minutes. I. That Presbytery affirm that while as ec​cles​iastical bodies it is unwise to petition the government for the closing of a post of​fice on Sunday, the members of the Church have as citizens the right, and it may be their duty to act in this matter (p. 242, Report of Committee on Sabbath). II. That Pres​bytery vote on the question as to the wording of the baptismal formula, whether “in” or “into,” that we return to the original wording “in” (page 220, overture from East Han​over). III. That Presbytery vote on the question as to whether to amend and change Chap. VI, Sec. V, Par 6, Book of Church Order, That we allow the section to remain as it is (page 238).







Respectfully submitted,







B. A. Pendleton, Chm., R. B. Hodge.

The subject of a Presbyterial school at West Point was introduced & then deferred to the meeting at Synod.

Committee on Leave of Absence reported that nothing had come before them & they were discharged.

A resolution of thanks was adopted. Presbytery took recess until after divine service to​night at 7 p.m.
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At 7 p.m. Presbytery met and the Presbyterial Sermon was preached by Rev. R. L. Camp​bell on Sanctification, after which the roll was called for remarks and some discussion of the subject [was] had. The Stated Clerk was authorized to use the same amount as here​tofore in sending out of amounts for Commissioners Fund, i.e., the last assessment made by Presbytery-—age 267.

A commission, consisting of Rev. A. B. Coit, Rev J. E. Jones, Rev. B. A. Pendleton & Elder Marion Roberts was appointed to visit Garlandsville Church, when the way is clear, with full power to act in the premises.

The Home Mission Committee was vested with power to make changes in the grouping of churches if desired.

Minutes were read & approved. Presbytery adjourned with singing, prayer & the apos​tolic benediction to meet in Vicksburg during the meeting of Synod, subject to the call of the Moderator.








R. L. Campbell, Mod.








G. E. Chandler, Clerk.

Attest: A. B. Coit, S. C.

The committee appointed to examine the records of Tombeckbee Presbytery respectfully report that they have examined the same and recommend their approval as far as written.

Synod of Mississippi




J. Y. Allison,

Vicksburg, Miss., Nov. 24/98



Moderator.








Vicksburg, Miss.,








Wednesday, Nov. 23rd, 3:30 p.m.

Presbytery met at the call of the Moderator, pursuant to adjournment, and was called to order by the Moderator, Rev. R. L. Campbell and opened with prayer. There were pres​ent: Rev. R. L. Campbell, Rev. A. B. Coit, Rev. J. E. Jones, Rev. B. A. Pendleton, and Elder H. M. Street from Meridian First Church. Mr. Coit was
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asked to act as Temporary Clerk.

The letter of Rev. W. E. Hill from the Presbytery of Paducah was taken from the table (page 343), and Mr. Hill was examined on experimental religion, theology and church government, and these examinations were severally sustained and then the examination as a whole was sustained, and Rev. W. E. Hill’s name was ordered enrolled as a member of this Presbytery.

A communication was received from Rev. G. A. Strickland, accepting the call from Okolona Church which had been placed in his hands (page 344) and asking that Pres​bytery appoint a commission to install him pastor of Okolona Church. In response to this request, the following commission was on motion appointed; Rev. J. G. Lane, who will preside, preach, and propound the constitutional questions, Rev. W. S. Jacobs, who will charge the pastor, and Rev. T. D. Latimer, who will charge the people, together with Elders Wm McMillan and J. P. Unger completing the commission.

A communication from Bloomfield Church, in regard to raising funds for Presbyterial expenses by a proportionate assessment based on pastor’s salary instead of the tax of ten cents a member was read and laid upon the table.

A paper from Pleasant Springs Church asking for permission to employ Rev W. E. Hill for the next six months was read and the request was granted.

The chairman of Home Missions obtained permission to group Toomsuba with Enterprise group & Mount Moriah with Meridian 2nd until spring.

A letter from Rev. M. J. McLean was read and referred to Rev. J. E. Chandler, chairman of Invalid Fund. Mr. McLean’s reasons for absence from the last stated meeting & the present meeting were sustained.

The Stated Clerk was ordered to express the sympathy of Presbytery for Rev. M. J. Mc​Lean
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in an appropriate letter. Presbytery then adjourned with prayer to meet at the call of the Moderator during the sessions of Synod.








R. L. Campbell, Moderator.








A. B. Coit, Clerk.

Attest: A. B. Coit, Stated Clerk.








West Point, Miss., Jan. 26, 1899

Pursuant to a call duly issued by the Moderator, in conformity to Book of Church Order, Ch. V., Sec. IV, Par. 8, Presbytery met. Rev. G. E. Chandler, the last Moderator present, called Presbytery to order and opened with prayer. There were present Ministers: Rev. W. S. Jacobs, Rev. J. G. Lane, Rev. G. A. Strickland, Rev. G. E. Chandler, and Elder J. D. Evans of West Point Church.

Rev. J. G. Lane was elected Moderator, Elder J. D. Evans, Clerk.

The reasons of absence of Rev. A. B. Coit, Rev W. E. Hill & Rev. B. F. Peters were given & sustained. The object of the meeting was stated by the Moderator. Rev. G. E. Chandler tendered his resignation to Presbytery as pastor of West Point Church. Ruling Elder J. P. Unger appeared as the representative of the West Point Church, and stated that at a congregational meeting, Dec. 22, the congregation had reluctantly given its consent to unite in the request for a dissolution of the pastoral relation. After discussion Presby​tery took recess until 4 o’clock p.m.

At 4 p.m., Presbytery met. The church reported satisfactory arrangements for the dis​charge of its financial obligations to the pastor. The pastoral relation was dissolved.

Minutes read & approved. Presbytery adjourned with prayer and apostolic benediction to meet by Standing Rule No. 5.







J. G. Lane, Mod.







J. D. Evans, Clerk.

Attest:
A. B. Coit, S. C.

Pro Re Nata Meeting








Meridian First Church,








Monday, April 17, 1899.

Pursuant to a call, made in accordance with the Form of Government, Chapter V, Sec. IV, Par. VIII, by the Moderator, presbytery met. Presbytery was called to order by Rev. A. B. Coit, the last Moderator present, and was opened with prayer. There were present: Rev. B. A. Pendleton, Rev. J. E. Jones, & Rev. A. B. Coit, with Elders J. Clinton Houston of Meridian 1st Church and J. R. Mitchel of Meridian 2nd Church.

The Rev. B. A. Pendleton was elected Clerk & A. B. Coit, Moderator.

The call for the meeting was read and object stated, viz.: the consideration of Rev R. I. Long’s request for a letter of dismission to the Presbytery of Western District, Synod of Memphis, and action thereon. Rev. R. I. Long’s request was on 
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motion granted, and stated clerk instructed to give Rev. R. I. Long his letter of dismission as requested.

The following resolution was adopted: Resolved—in dismissing Rev. R. I. Long to West​ern District Presbytery, Presbytery expresses regret at parting [with] this faithful minister. We approve his labors among us, its members learned to love him, and prays the blessing of the Great Head of the Church upon his labors in his new field.

Presbytery then read the minutes & adjourned with prayer & benediction to meet at West Point, April 20th 1899, 11 a.m.








A. B. Coit, Mod.








B. A. Pendleton, Clerk.

Attest:

A. B. Coit, S. C.








West Point, [Miss.]








Thursday, April 20, 1899, 11 a.m.

Presbytery met at the hour appointed and the opening sermon was preached by Rev. R. L. Campbell of Ellisville. Presbytery was called to order by Rev. R. L. Campbell, the retir​ing Moderator, and was constituted with prayer by Rev. H. R. Raymond, D.D.

The roll was called & the following members were present during the meeting at some time:

Ministers



Elders



Church

Rev. A. H. Barkley


D. A. Stinson


West Point

Rev. R. L. Campbell


Dr. J. D. Hutchinson

Columbus

Rev. E. J. Currie


A. W. Mashburn

Meridian 1st 

Rev. A. B. Coit


J. R. Mitchel


Meridian 2nd 

Rev. W. E. Hill


E. A. White


Heidelberg

Rev. R. B. Hodge




Rev. J. E. Jones
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Rev. W. S. Jacobs

Rev. T. D. Latimer


D. McCarley


Okolona

Rev. J. G. Lane


W. D. Reid


Oak Grove

Rev. B. A. Pendleton


J. T. Murdock


Buena Vista

Rev. H. R. Raymond, D.D.

H. S. Gilleylen


Aberdeen

Rev. B. F. Peters


Judge W. S. Bates

Houston

Rev. J. R. Trett2


A. A. Montgomery

Osborn

Rev. G. A. Strickland2


J. C. Crosby


Hamilton






A. G. Steadman

Ellisville






Baker Smith


Lauderdale






J. H. Adcock


DeKalb

Rev. J. G. Lane was elected Moderator and Rev. B. A. Pendleton, Clerk. 

The Moderator appointed Rev. W. S. Jacobs and Mr. D. A. Stinson a Devotional Com​mittee. Hours of sessions were fixed as follows: Presbytery will meet at 9 a.m. and take recess not later than 12:30 p.m. Meet at 2:30 p.m., recess at 5 p.m. until 8 p.m.

Rev. J. B. Caldwell, a minister of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church was invited to sit as a visiting brother. Rev. J. R. Trett of St. John’s Presbytery was invited to sit as a cor​responding member.

In response to an invitation to visit the Southern Female College, the Presbytery tendered thanks, and said the members would attend as far as possible.







Presbytery then took recess until 2:30 p.m.







Presbytery assembled again at 2:30 p.m.

The minutes of regular Fall meeting and pro re nata meetings were read, and the Stand​ing Rules were distributed instead of being read.

Rev. J. R. Trett’s letter of transfer from the Presbytery of St. John’s [Fla.], was read, and on motion, his examination was taken up. He was examined on personal religion by the Moderator, and his examination was sustained. 

Pending his further examination, the com​mis​sion appointed to install Rev. G. A. Strick​land pastor of Okolona Church reported, as
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follows: Committee appointed to install Rev. G. A. Strickland pastor of Okolona Church, report that they met at the time and place [appointed] and performed the duty assigned them.








Respectfully reported,








J. G. Lane, Chm.

The report was approved.

Examination of Mr Trett. Rev. H. R. Raymond, D.D., conducted the examination on theology, which was sustained. On motion Rev. T. D. Latimer then conducted the exami​nation on church government, and it was sustained. The examination was then sustained as a whole. Rev. J. R. Trett signed the covenant and his name was ordered enrolled as a member of Presbytery.

The following Standing Committees were read by the Moderator:

Bills & Overtures

R. L. Campbell, D. McCarley and J. H. Adcock.

Judicial

H. R. Raymond, J. D. Hutchinson & A. W. Mashburn.

Narrative

T. D. Latimer, E. A. White, D. A. Stinson.

Sessional Records

A. H. Barkley, W. D. Reid, J. T. Murdock, Baker Smith.

Minutes of Synod

R. B. Hodge, H. S. Gilleylen, W. D. Bates.

Auditing

H. S. Gilleylen, J. T. Murdock, John Crosby.

Statistics & Systematic Benevolence

W. E. Hill, J. R. Mitchel, W. S. Bates.

Young Peoples’ Societies

A. B. Coit, J. D. Hutchinson.

Sabbath Schools

G. A. Strickland, W. S. Bates, J. R. Trett.

Leave of Absence

E. J. Curry, A. A. Montgomery.

Rev. J. E. Jones and Rev. R. L. Campbell were appointed an ad interim committee, to
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to prepare a suitable memorial of Rev. Grigsby Eskridge Chandler, to report at the Fall meeting.

Rev. J. C. Smith submitted, by letter, a report on colporteur work, which was referred to the Committee on Publication, Rev. R. B. Hodges, Chm.

The Home Missions fields were requested to report at this time, that the chairman of Home Missions may know how the cause prospers. Kemper group was heard from, [also] Okolona, and Waynesboro. It was moved and carried that $100.00 be appropriated to the Waynesboro field. Carolina group reported & $50.00 is to be given to that field; R. B. Hodge, at present their minister. The Macon group will have its appropriation of $50.00 continued this year. It was moved to assist a student in Rev. R. L. Campbell’s territory to the extent of $25.00 for the summer. The Enterprise group is to have $75.00 should the committee think $100.00 [is] needed it is to be paid. It was moved to continue the 200.00 paid Meridian 2nd and that the Pisgah group be paid 100.00. 




Presbytery then took recess until after sermon tonight, 9 o’clock.

At 9 p.m. Presbytery met and resumed business. The report of the Permanent Committee on Education was made the 1st order of the day for Saturday.

Presbytery sustained the reasons for tardiness of Rev. B. F. Peters. Rev. B. F. Peters then led the closing prayer, prior to adjournment until Friday, April 20, 9 a.m.








Friday morning, 9 a.m.

Presbytery met and spent one half-
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hour in devotional exercises, after which the body was called to order by the Moderator and constituted with prayer. The minutes were read, approved. 

Rev. H. C. Smith sent reasons for absence which were sustained.

Candidate J. W. Moseley, Jr., was present for examination for licensure. On motion the Moderator and Stated Clerk were requested to appoint a permanent committee to conduct examination of candidates. The Rev. W. S. Jacobs was called to the chair, while the Moderator was absent in the discharge of the duty assigned. On motion the Moderator pro. tem. appointed a committee of Rev. H. R. Raymond & J. R. Trett to examine the cand​i​date’s Latin thesis and critical exegesis & lecture. To examine his sermon Rev. B. F. Peters was appointed.

Rev. G. A. Strickland appeared and gave reasons for tardiness, which were sustained.

Rev. R. L. Campbell was given permission to labor two days at Laurel under the Home Mission Committee until Fall, if the Church at Laurel asks it.

Elder Wm. Kellis made his report as a commissioner to the Assembly and his report was accepted. Rev. W. S. Jacobs also made his report as a commissioner to the Assembly. This report was received and his diligence commended.

The Moderator reported on the Permanent Committee to examine candidates & the report was received & the Moderator & Clerk added to the committee & the report was adopted, see page 393.

Fall Meeting. Lauderdale was chosen as the place for the fall meeting.

The candidate was then examined on theology by Rev. B. F. Peters & examination was sustained. Rev. W. S. Jacobs then con-
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examination on psychology, mental philosophy, rhetoric, ethics, [and] physics. Exami​nation sustained.

Mr. Moseley was examined on Latin, Greek & Hebrew & examination sustained. Exami​nation arrested here. 

Reports on the records of Oak Grove Church read & approved, also those of Friendship, Buena Vista & Okolona.

The examination of the candidate was then resumed & Mr. Latimer examined the candidate on church history. He was then examined on the sacraments by Rev. A. H. Bark​ley & the examination was sustained. Rev. J. G. Lane examined the candidate on church government. Sustained. Rev. B. F. Peters reported & recommended the approval of Mr. Moseley’s Latin thesis & exegesis as a part of trial. Adopted. The committee on popular lecture recommended approval. Adopted. The examination was then sustained as a whole. Presbytery then took recess to allow the congregation of West Point Church to hold a meeting.

After which Presbytery met & was called to order & took up the election of commis​sioners to the General Assembly, which resulted in the election of Rev. R. L. Campbell as principal and Rev. T. D. Latimer as alternate. Elders: J. R. Mitchel, alternate, D. Mc​Car​ley.

The committee appointed to investigate the condition of Barr’s Chapel would respectfully report that it has not been permitted to visit the chapel, but through Revs. Barr & B. F. Peters, the committee hears that all the Presbyterians in that vicinity have moved away and that the sessional records have been placed in the home of a Methodist brother in the community. The committee would therefore recommend that the church be dissolved and if there be any names remaining on the roll, that such persons shall be transferred to other churches.








T. D. Latimer.

The report was received & adopted & that said members be transferred to Meridian 2nd if agreeable to them was included as an amendment to the report. 

Presbytery then took recess until after sermon
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After sermon Presbytery met & proceeded to license Mr. J. W. Moseley to preach the gospel in due form.

Hearing the Presbyterial Essay was fixed for 11 a.m. 8 p.m., the Presbyterial Sermon, by Rev. R. B. Hodge.

Presbytery then adjourned with prayer to meet at 9 a.m., Saturday.








Saturday, 9 a.m.

After one-half hour spent in devotional exercises, Presbytery met and was constituted with prayer. Minutes read and approved.

Report of the Committee on Publication was read and adopted, and is as follows: Your committee reports some colportage work done under their auspices as follows: Rev. J. Calvin Smith the Synod’s colporteur spent about 4 ½ months within our bounds, and sold books & distributed tracts to the amt. of $410.00. In addition to his work the committee has appointed a Presbyterial colporteur, who is doing a fine work in the sale of books and distribution of tracts. We commend him and his work to all the congregations of the Pres​bytery, hoping that the brethren will give him all due assistance within their respective charges.








R. B. Hodge, Chm.

Received & approved.

Rev. A. g. Ferguson sent reasons for absence which were sustained.

The chairman of the Permanent Committee of Education made the following report which was received and approved. We have on roll 7 candidates. We have two at school at Clarksville, J. W. Moseley & R. L. Nicholson, both of whom will complete their work and be ready for work in the ministry in June. Four others for various reasons are not attending school this year. Bro. Hall is teaching. Ferguson is
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attending school under his brother at Vernal, Miss. Our two candidates in Clarksville will receive 75.00 from Central Committee. Your committee have not been able to ascertain the purpose of the two Kimbroughs. This Presbytery is asked to raise $300.00. We prom​ised to try & do it. We have paid in 87.00 up to March 31, ’99. Your committee would recommend that Presbytery reaffirm its hearty cooperation with the Central Committee, that Presbytery request each minister who has not do so to endeavor to take the spring collection yet.








Respectfully submitted,








R. L. Campbell, Chm.

The following paper was passed. Resolved, that our Committee of Education be directed by this body to ascertain the whereabouts of our candidates and their purposes and plans for the future. If any of them have abandoned their purpose of pursuing their studies for the gospel ministry, [that] the committee be authorized to drop their names from the roll of candidates, and ascertain further, if those who have received aid, and abandoned their purpose of pursuing their studies, are willing to refund the monies, which have been ex​pended upon them to the Church.

The Committee on Narrative reported as follows: Your Committee on the Narratives of the Churches reported as follows—on the thirty narratives received by the committee.

(1)  As to the attendance of the people upon the services of the sanctuary, the reports show with but few exceptions, an encouraging [illegible word] of the churches within our bounds.

(2)  In regard to the observance of family worship—the general trend of the responses would indicate a sad neglect of this all-important Christian duty.

(3)  We rejoice to learn that in most of the churches reported, there is a commendable
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observance of the Sabbath.

(4)  In regard to the training of children and youth in the home and Sabbath school, in the Scriptures and catechisms of the Church, the reports would indicate a degree of instruc​tion imparted mostly by the Sabbath schools, but we would fervently pray that there might be a revival in the time-honored custom of our churches teaching the Holy Scrip​tures and doctrines in the homes.

(5)  As to the fidelity of God’s people in worshiping the Lord with their substance, we are gratified to learn, that the churches in general, have been faithful in giving to the Lord, yet there is still room for improvement in this duty. The ministers have been paid their salaries regularly & fully, save in a few instances.

(6)  But few of the churches report any special outpouring of the Holy Spirit, yet there seems to be activity and growth of the churches.

(7)  We are gratified to report that worldly conformity on the part of members of the churches does not prevail to any great extent.

(8)   Outside of the churches there seems to be no special effort to evangelize the masses.

(9)  It would appear that all the churches in our bounds are supplied with ministrations of the word except in two groups.

Your committee would recommend that Presbytery enjoin upon the sessions of churches more care in the preparation of the narratives, and punctuality in forwarding the same to Presbytery.








  Respectfully submitted,






          T. D. Latimer, E. A. White, D. N. Stinson

Approved & ordered forwarded to the Assembly.
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Report of Home Missions Committee to the Presbytery of Tombeckbee at West Point, April 21st 1899. Your committee would respectfully report that as usual we find some​thing to discourage and something to encourage, but we have more to encourage us than to discourage us. With few exceptions our churches are now, and have been for the past year, supplied with regular and stated ministrations of the word, and in most, if not in all the groups that receive aid, there has been growth in membership, in spirituality, and in the grace of giving. True, our contributions to Synodical Home Missions are not now so large, up to the time our Synod met, as they had been some years previous, but since the meeting of Synod we have reason to believe that our churches have responded to the call for funds with unusual readiness and generosity. Some of the stronger churches for various reasons have not been so liberal as in former years, while the weaker ones have grown more liberal. We have made an earnest effort to have all our churches contribute something to the cause, and while we do not know, we believe that almost every church has given something. We have been able to meet our obligations in full to the 1st of January 1899. There is in our hands $138.25 to meet the appropriation for the first quarter of this year, leaving only $5.50 shortage for the quarter, which we are sure we can get paid, as soon as our treasurer can remit after he learns our need. We need two more min​isters, one for West Point, one for the Knox group. Our Synodical evangelist labored in our bounds some four months last year, beginning about August and continuing up to the meet​​ing of Synod in November. His labors were blessed in a greater or less degree wherever he went. We are hopeful. Our work is enlarging. We are reaching out through the self-
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denying labors of some of our brethren. We are discouraged at times in two ways. 1st. We cannot get all of our sessions to take up the collection ordered by Synod for this cause, and 2nd. We cannot get sessions to answer our communications as sometime we would like. Our Synodical Treasurer writes that our outlook for funds to meet the expenses of this year is unusually bright. We have so much that calls for devout thanksgiving to God. Our faith should be strengthened and our zeal increased. Your committee would offer the following recommendations: 1st. That pastors, stated supplies, and sessions be urged to take the collections ordered by Synod for our work. 2nd. That Knox group consist of Knox, Binnsville, Old Wahalak & Center Point Churches, and that Meridian 2nd be grouped with Lawrence, Carolina to be set off to itself, all other groups remaining as at present arranged. 3rd. That the following appropriations be made for the year 1899: 

Kemper group 

  50.00

Waynesboro group

100.00

Carolina group

  50.00

Macon group


  50.00

Enterprise group

  75.00

2nd Meridian group

200.00

Erata group


100.00

Knox group


  75.00

And that 25.00 be appropriated to a young man to labor at Purvis, Laurel, Lumberton and that region for thee months during summer.








Respectfully submitted,








J. E. Jones, Chm.

The financial part of the Home Mission Committee’s report was referred to the Auditing Com​mittee, see page 369.

The committee to whom was referred

[363]

the subject of paying the expenses of delegates by some suitable & equitable method made a majority & minority report. The minority report was adopted and is as follows: The com​mittee appointed to formulate a plan for defraying expenses of ministers & el​ders in attendance on the meetings of Presbytery find they cannot agree, and therefore bring in a majority and a minority report. The minority report is as follows: As a substi​tute for the majority report I beg leave to submit the following—That while a tax on the churches of 10 cents per member to raise a general fund from which the representatives of each church contributed shall be permitted to draw their pro rata share is certainly the most equitable plan to defray their expenses and would equalize the funds and increase attend​ance, yet is in impracticable because of the plan already recognized and adopted by our Book of Church Order, Chap. V, Sec. I, Par. VII, and the precedent drawing out of this plan, and further, such plan is unwise, and undesirable, since it increases the causes for which assessments are put on our churches. We already have as many assessments as our churches will bear without sullenness and discontent.








Respectfully submitted,








J. G. Lane, Chm.

The order of the day was then taken up and Hon. H. S. Gilleylen, read the Presbyterial Essay on the “Responsibility of Influence.” After the roll was called, so that each member could speak on the subject there introduced, a vote of thanks was tendered the Ruling Elder from Aberdeen, Hon. H. S. Gilleylen, commendatory of his able effort. Page 370.

Report on Invalid Fund was made and approved & is as follows: The financial report re​ferred to Auditing Committee and approved. Your acting chair-
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man of Invalid Fund would report as follows: The interests of the cause were turned over to me by Rev. G. E. Chandler, and my duties so far have been simply executive. I re​ceived and disbursed one hundred and twenty dollars, asked for by Rev. G. E. Chandler and submit my financial report with this. During the last few months Mr Chandler has been called from active work here to our Father’s House, and his wife is a widow and his children fatherless. I wrote to Mrs Chandler & received from her the word that she would “leave the fund to the aged and infirm.” She is with her father & “he says she is at home.” I also wrote to Rev. G. T. Chandler, a brother of Rev. G. E. Chandler, now at Kosciusko for information, and from the best of my information, she will not need aid now. At pres​ent we ask for 100.00 each for Rev. B. F. Peters & Rev. M. J. McLean and 50.00 each for Mrs Nannie Smyth & Mrs Mary Peden, which I suppose they will still need. I would rec​om​mend that the same appropriations be asked for again, to be increased in the case of Rev. M. J. McLean if after full investigation it be deemed necessary by the committee. As Mr Chandler is no more it will be necessary to elect a chairman to attend to this work.








Respectfully submitted,








A. B. Coit.

Rev. G. E. Chandler, Chm., in account with Pres. Comm.—Invalid Fund.

1898

April 9

Total cash from W. A. Powell for year 1897-8
31.25

April 11
By cash remitted to Rev. B. F. Peters


  1.25



By cash remitted to Rev. M. J. McLean

15.00



By cash remitted to Mrs. Nannie Smyth

  7.50



By cash remitted to Mrs. Mary Peden

  7.50









31.25
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June 17
Total W. A. Powell advanced M. J. McLean

25.00

June 25
By cash remitted to M. J. McLean


25.00

Sept 22
Total W. A. Powell transferred 

          125.00

Sept 23
By cash remitted M. J. McLean


25.00



By cash remitted B. F. Peters



50.00



By cash remitted Mrs Mary Peden


25.00



By cash remitted Mrs Nannie smith


25.00

Dec

Total cash, Rev. A. B. Coit, special M. J. McLean
  6.50



By cash remitted M. J. McLean


  6.50

Dec

Total. Cash, R. B. Hodge, special M. J. McLean
  2.83



By cash remitted M. J. McLean


  2.83








Respectfully submitted








G. E. Chandler.

Additional

Jan 20

To cash Garlandsville Church



  1.25




 W. D. Morton




  1.00

Jan 22


 West Point Church



  1.69









  3.94

By cash remitted M. J. McLean




  3.94

The receipt for this amount has not been received at this writing.

Statement of A. B. Coit, Acting Chairman

April 7

Received of W. A. Powell



80.00

April 17
Received of W. A. Powell



40.00

April 7

Paid Rev. B. F. Peters



 
40.00



Paid Mrs Nannie Smyth



20.00



Paid Mrs. Mary Peden




20.00



Paid Rev. M. J. McLean



40.00








          120.00

Please see vouchers, all but Rev. M. J. McLean’s which had not yet come in.







Respectfully submitted,







A. B. Coit

I acted until Presbytery on the written request of Rev. G. E. Chandler. The foregoing re​port examined and audited & approved, April 22, 1899.







H. S. Gilleylen, J. C. Crosby, and Com.

Rev. A. H. Barkley, Treasurer of Presbytery made his report which is as follows:
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Treasurer’s Report—Presbyterial Tax

Amount on hand as reported



60.65

Bloomfield 





  1.05

Meridian 1st





10.00

Amount Received from Rev. J. E. Jones, 




Treasurer pro. tem.

12.05

Pleasant Springs




  3.00

Friendship  





  3.25

Oak Grove  





  3.00

Aberdeen





  7.50

Houston 





  1.80

Wahalak 





  1.50

Binnsville 





  2.40

Knox 






  1.70

Buena Vista 





  1.25

Shiloh 






  1.00

Hattiesburg 





  3.00






        $120.55

Paid Treasurer of General Assembly


  3.85

Balance to Treasurer of General Assembly 93.98
  9.00

Stated Clerk’s Salary, Oct 1898


20.00

Treasurer Synod




30.00

Blanks for reports




  4.60

Stated Clerk’s salary—present session

20.00

Amount of Stated Clerk’s bills rendered

  3.26

Assembly Assessment




27.75






          117.86

To balance





  2.89






          120.55

Commissioner’s Fund—April 1899

Amount returned by Bro. Kellis


14.00

Columbus





  7.50

Meridian 2nd 





  2.00

Aberdeen  





  1.00

Houston 





  1.00

Lauderdale 





  1.50

DeKalb 





  1.50

Starkville 





  5.00

Vernal 






  1.00

Leakesville 





  1.00

Erata 






  1.00

Sandersville 





  1.50

Toomsuba 





  1.78

Wahalak 





  1.00

Binnsville 





  1.00

Okolona 





  3.00

Buena Vista 





  3.00

Pleasant Springs 




  1.00

Bloomfield 





  1.00

Crawford 





  1.00

Ellisville 





  2.00

Hamilton 





  1.50

West Point 





  4.00

Waynesboro 





  1.00

Louisville 





  1.00







61.98

Credit of amount paid commissioners

61.98








Respectfully submitted,








A. H. Barkley, Treas.

Audited & approved.
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Resolved, that the Committee on the Sabbath Schools be directed to arrange a program, at least a half-day meeting to be devoted to the consideration of that work at the Fall meet​ing of Presbytery.

Report of Committee on Bills & Overtures. Your committee would recommend that the request of Houston Church for ¼ of Rev. A. H. Barkley’s time at a salary of $100.00 to be paid in monthly installments be granted. 2. That the request of Buena Vista Church for ½ of Rev A. H. Barkley’s time at a salary of one hundred dollars per annum to be paid in monthly installments be granted.








Respectfully submitted,








R. L. Campbell, Chairman.

The above report was adopted.

The reports referred to Auditing Committee for being audited—Presbyterial Tax report and Commissioners Fund, also Home Mission Committee report & report of Invalid Com., were reported on by the Auditing Committee as correct & their report was adopted. Here follows financial report of Home Missions Committee to Tombeckbee Pres​by​tery, West Point, April 20, 1899:


Money received during the year


$457.50

Disbursements during year are as follows:

L. C. Campbell, Voucher 1, April 1898

    25.00

T. D. Latimer, v 2




    12.50

R. I. Long, v. 3




    12.50

G. A. Strickland, v. 4




    12.50

A. B. Coit, v. 5




    18.75

D. L. Barr, v. 6




    12.50

H. C. Smith, v. 7




    20.00

W. E. Hill, may 31, 1988, v. 8


    12.50

H. C. Smith, July 13, 1898, v. 9


    31.20

A. B. Coit, v. 10




    18.75

T. D. Latimer, v. 11




    12.50

W. E. Hill, v. 12




      5.00

G. A. Strickland, v. 13



    12.50

B. A. Pendleton, Dec. 5, v. 15



    34.00

W. E. Hill, v. 14




    13.75

H. C. Smith, Feb. 7, ’99, v. 16


    55.50

A. B. Coit, v. 17




    37.50

T. D. Latimer, v. 18




    25.00

H. C. Smith, v. 19




      7.00

W. E. Hill





    12.50

R. A. Pendleton




    66.00







  457.50
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It was moved and carried that final adjournment be to meet at Meridian in First Church, July 6, 5 p.m.

It was moved and carried that the Committee of Home Mission Fund of Assembly & Committee of Invalid Fund be consolidated and Rev A. B. Coit was made corresponding member of the Assembly’s Committees in charge of this work.

A committee composed of Rev. W. E. Hill and Judge Bates was appointed to report on Sermon & Essay & reported as follows & the report was adopted. Subject of sermon—“Inspiration.” Rev H. R. Raymond, D.D., Alternate, Rev. J. E. Jones, D.D. Subject of Essay, “The Influence of the Scotch Covenanters.” Essayist, Hon. W. J. Stockett. Alter​nate, Hon. E. A. White.

Twenty churches gave to Foreign Missions 

                      $400.00

Twenty-three churches gave to Assembly Home Missions

160.74

Twenty-four churches gave to Local Home Missions

836.13

Five churches gave to Colored Evangelistic Fund


  34.49

Sixteen churches gave to Invalid Fund



  74.46

Twenty churches gave to Education Fund



197.94

Seventeen Churches gave to Publication



  77.85

Three churches gave to Bible Society




    6.00

Two churches gave to Assembly’s Home Missions


    2.00

One church contributed to eight objects.

Two churches contributed to seven objects.

Six churches contributed to six objects.

Eight churches contributed to five objects.

Two churches contributed to four objects.

One church contributed to three objects.

Two churches contributed to two objects.

Three churches contributed to one object.

One church contributed to none.

The Statistical Report was read and ordered completed & forwarded to the General Assembly.

The Committee on Sessional Records recommended the approval as far as written of the following churches: Binnsville, West Point
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Starkville, Columbus, Waynesboro, Pleasant Springs, and Garlands​ville.

The approval of the records as far as written of the following churches with one excep​tion. No provision made to defer the expenses of minister & elder: Aberdeen, Sanders​ville, Mt. Moriah, Carolina, Montrose, and Erata.

Meridian 1st. Approved as far as written except records erased & inserted with pencil.

Meridian 2nd. Approved as far as written except congregational business larding the records of session—see page 97. 2nd. The installation of pastor made a part of sessional records—page 98. 3rd. No provisions made to pay the expenses of minister & elder to Pres​bytery.

DeKalb. Records approved except whole pages of record are written with pencil—pages 18 & 19. 2nd. The book has not been before Presbytery since 1896. 3rd. No provision made to defray expenses of minister & elder.

Hamilton. Approved as far as written except the Session has met but once since the last meeting of Presbytery. 2nd. No provision has been made to defray the expenses of minister & elder to Presbytery.

Bloomfield. Approved as far as written except three pages of record are made with pen​cil. 2nd. Your committee recommend that Session procure a neat, substantial book in which to record its minutes.

Newton. Records were examined and approved as far as written except 1st. On page 93, the record is incomplete. 2nd. On same page the minutes are burdened with suggestions but no action had by Session. 3rd. The record on page 95 is marred by the contradiction of an important word. 4th. Congregational business is recorded along with business of session—page 95. 5th. No provision was made to pay the expenses of minister & elder to Presbytery.

In approving the records of Ellisville Church
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Presbytery would protest against the intimation in the record that immersion is the only mode of Baptism. We approve conduct of Session in refusing to immerse the candidate and also of receiving him after he had been immersed. 








The above reports were all approved.

Your committee to whom was referred the Presbyterial Essay read this morning, would respectfully submit the following report: We have listened with pleasure and profit to the Presbyterial Essay read by Elder H. S. Gilleylen of Aberdeen, and would express our ap​pre​ciation of the earnest and scholarly paper, which we have enjoyed, believing that it will exert a good influence upon all.








Respectfully submitted,








A. B. Coit, W. S. Bates.

The above report was adopted by a rising vote.

The report of the Committee on Leave of Absence was adopted & committee excused from attendance after Friday night: J. H. Adcock, D. McCarley. Saturday morning: A. W. Mashburn, Rev. T. D. Latimer were excused by committee.

The commission appointed to organize a church in Mr. Currie’s field was continued.

West Point was granted permission to prosecute a call for the pastoral services of Rev. Thornwell Jacobs before Enoree Presbytery [Ga.], and said call found in order.

A motion to divide the Presbytery was tabled. Afterward reconsidered and made the 2nd order of the day Friday. 

The usual vote of thanks was passed, also a vote of thanks to the Moderator and Temp​orary Clerk was passed.







Presbytery then took recess until 8 p.m.

Presbytery came to order at 8 p.m. & heard the Presbyterial Sermon on “The Office and Work of the Holy Spirit,” by Rev. R. B. Hodge. After sermon roll was called and minis​ters and elders expressed their views. On motion
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Presbytery expressed its gratification with the discourse of Mr Hodge.

The minutes were read & approved. Presbytery then adjourned with singing, prayer and the apostolic benediction to meet at Meridian, July 6th, 5 p.m.







J. G. Lane, Mod.







B. A. Pendleton, [Temporary Clerk]

Attest: 

A. B. Coit, S. C.








Meridian First Church








July 6th 1899

Presbytery met. There were present: Rev. J. E. Jones, D.D., Rev. W. E. Hill, Rev. B. A. Pendleton, Rev. A. B. Coit, Elders A. W. Mashburn of Meridian 1st and J. R. Mitchel of Meridian 2nd. 

Rev. A. B. Coit the last moderator present called the Presbytery to order and constituted it with prayer. He was then chosen Moderator.

Licentiate Mr. R. L. Nicholson, a candidate under our care was dismissed to Fort Worth Presbytery in accordance with his request presented through Mr Hodge.

Rev. J. G. Lane through Mr Jones presented a request to be allowed to labor without our bounds until the Spring meeting. His request was granted.

There was a general discussion of cooperative work in protracted meetings, introduced by Mr Hill.

Minutes were then read & approved. Presbytery then adjourned to meet at Lauderdale, Miss., by Rule 5, with prayer and the benediction.








A. B. Coit, Mod.








B. A. Pendleton, Clerk.

Attest:

A. B. Coit, S. C.
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Lauderdale, Miss., Oct 12, 1899








Thursday, 11 a.m.

Presbytery met and was opened with a sermon by Rev. B. F. Peters (the oldest minister present) on “The Church,” Acts 2:28—“The Church of God.”

Presbytery was then constituted with prayer, and the roll was called. The following min​is​ters and elders participated in the proceedings during the meeting. 

Ministers: Rev. B. F. Peters, A. B. Coit, T. D. Latimer, R. B. Hodge, B. A. Pendleton and W. E. Hill were present at opening; W. S. Jacobs, J. E. Jones, R. L. Campbell, E. J. Cur​rie, G. A. Strickland, A. H. Barkley and E. H. Gregory were present at afternoon session; J. R. Trett, 3rd day. H. R. Raymond, D.D., 2nd day.

Elders

From 
Newton Church




J. W. Jarrell


Bloomfield





J. A. McRea


Bethel






S. F. Potts


Garlandsville





John Land


Heidelberg





J. F. Smith


Hattiesburg





D. G. McLaurin


Lauderdale





W. J. Stevenson


Meridian 2nd





J. R. Mitchel

Above elders were present at opening


Columbus





J. L. Albright


Okolona





R. A. Murdock


Buena Vista





J. T. Murdock


Oak Grove





R. B. Marion


Binnsville





S. F. Clark


DeKalb





J. D. Alcock


Meridian 1st





J. C. Houston


Sandersville





D. Ferguson

Were present at afternoon session


Mt Moriah





M. F. Roberts, 2nd day


Knox






D. D. Morrison, 1st day


Starkville





L. D. McDowell, 1st day


Carolina





J. A. Morrow, 2nd day

Rev. W. E. Hill was chosen moderator and D. G. McLaurin, Clerk. 

The Moderator announced the following Committee on Devotional Exercises: T. D. Lat​imer, W. J. Stevenson and J. F. Smith. 

Rev. G. H. Harmon, pastor of Methodist Episcopal Church South was introduced and in​vited
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to sit as a visiting brother.

The hours of session were fixed for 9 to 11 o’clock a.m., and from 2 to 5 o’clock p.m.

Presbytery then took recess until 2 o’clock p.m.

At 2 p.m. Presbytery met. The minutes of the last stated and adjourned meetings were read.

Rev. J. E. Jones, Rev. R. L. Campbell, Rev. E. J. Currie, Rev. W. S. Jacobs, Rev. G. A. Strickland and Rev. A. H. Barkley appeared and gave reasons for tardiness and were sustained.

The Moderator then announced the following committees:

Bills and Overtures

Rev. B. F. Peters, Col. J. F. Smith, S. F. Potts.

Judicial

Rev. W. S. Jacobs, B. A. Pendleton & J. A. McRea.

Narrative

Rev. R. B. Hodge, John Land, J. W. Jarrell.

Minutes of Assembly & Synod

Rev. A. H. Barkley, J. R. Mitchel, J. D. Adcock.

Statistics

Rev. G. A. Strickland, L. D. McDowell, J. T. Murdock.

Leave of Absence

R. A. Murdock, R. B. Morrow.

Devotional

Rev. T. D. Latimer, J. F. Smith, W. J. Stevenson.

Sermon & Essay

Rev. A. B. Coit.

Assessment for Commissioners Fund

Rev. J. E. Jones, Eld. R. B. Morrow.

The following elders presented themselves and were enrolled: J. L. S. Albright, R. A. Murdock, J. T. Murdock, R. B. Marion, D. D. Morrison, S. F. Clark, J. D. Adcock, L. D. McDowell, J. C. Houston and D. Ferguson.

Rev. E. H. Gregory of East Alabama Presbytery was introduced and invited to sit as a corresponding member. Mr. Gregory then presented his letter of dismission from East Ala​​bama Presbytery to this body and the letter was duly received. Presbytery
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then proceeded to examine Mr. Gregory on theology. The examination was sustained. He was then examined on experimental religion, and the examination was sustained. His examination on church government was sustained, and the examination was sustained as a whole. After this it was ordered that his name be enrolled as a member of this body on his signing the obligation and his name was enrolled. A call for the pastoral services of Mr. Gregory was presented and referred to the Committee on Bills and Overtures. Calls from the churches of Knox, Binnsville, and Wahalak for the pastoral services of licentiate J. W. Moseley were presented and referred to the same committee.

Rev. W. S. Jacobs requested Presbytery to dissolve the pastoral relation existing between him and the Columbus Church. The Columbus Church through her Elder, Mr. J. L. S. Albright agreed to consent to the dissolution in a written statement. The relation was dissolved to take effect, Oct. 15. Rev. G. A. Strickland was requested to preach at that time in Columbus Church and declare the pulpit vacant.

Rev. B. A. Pendleton resigned his pastorate of Meridian 2nd to Presbytery. The church concurred through the Elder, Mr. J. R. Mitchel and the pastoral relation was dissolved. Mr. Pendleton was granted permission to labor out of our bounds until Spring meeting of Presbytery.

Friendship and Oak Grove Churches presented requests for the ministerial services of Rev. G. A. Strickland which were referred to the Committee on Bills and Overtures.

A request from Unity Church for 75.00 to supplement the salary of their minister was referred to the Committee on
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Home Missions.

The report of the Committee on Education was made the 2nd order of business for Friday morning.

The report of the Committee on Publication and Colportage was heard and adopted.

The Committee on Devotional Exercises reported that they had fixed Friday, 11 a.m. as the time for preaching the Doctrinal Sermon, and Saturday at 11 a.m. for the delivery of the lecture on the “Scottish Covenanters.”

Resolution on Colportage was presented and motion to take same up seriatim was car​ried. Pending consideration of Resolution N. One, Presbytery adjourned until Friday morning, 9 o’clock, and was led in prayer by Rev. J. E. Jones.








Friday, 9 a.m.

Presbytery met at 9 o’clock and after one-half hour spent in devotional exercises was con​sti​tuted with prayer. The minutes of yesterday’s proceedings were read, corrected and approved.

The following elders presented themselves and were enrolled: M. F. Roberts of Mt. Moriah and J. A. Morrow, Carolina.

The Committee on Bills and Overtures reported that the calls for the ministerial services of Rev. G. A. Strickland from Oak Grove and Friendship Churches were in order and they recommended that the calls be placed in Mr Strickland’s hands.

The same committee reported that the pastoral calls from Knox, Binnsville and Wahalak Churches for Mr. J. W. Moseley were in regular form and recommended that they be placed in his hands.

Presbytery then on motion suspended the first order of the day
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and proceeded to the examination of Mr J. W. Moseley, Jr., for ordination. He was ex​amined on experimental religion, moral philosophy, theology, church history, Greek, Hebrew, sacraments & church government. These examinations were severally sustained and sustained as a whole, and tonight at 7:15 o’clock was set as the time for him to preach his trial sermon.

Rev. J. T. West of Tuscaloosa Presbytery was introduced and invited to sit as a corres​ponding member.






Presbytery then took recess until 2 o’clock p.m.








Friday 2 o’clock p.m.

Presbytery met. The regular order of business was suspended to hear reports. The report of the Treasurer of Home Missions was received and referred to the Auditing Committee, see page 341.

The Committee on Bills and Overtures recommended the sending [of] a commission to organize a church at Wahalak Station in response to a request sent to presbytery and referred to this committee. See page 384.

The Committee on Memorial of Rev. G. E. Chandler presented their report. It was re​ceived, read and ordered recorded, and remarks were made by various members of Presbytery.

Your committee appointed to submit a memorial of Rev. G. E. Chandler respectfully of​fer the following prepared by Rev. S. C. Caldwell, D.D., at the request of your com​mittee: Grigsby Eskridge Chandler, third son of Isaac C. and Sarah M. Chandler was born at Juniper, Talbot County, Georgia, Sept. 16, 1860. He possessed a hearty and vig​orous but never robust physical constitution. He grew up in the free, open, healthy atmos​phere of a country home, presided over by a Christian mother
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and a godly father, in which was the family altar and the unflagging teaching of the catechism. He came of good stock and blood. His early education was such as was afforded by the country schools. Owing to financial reverses his parents could not give him a classical education, such as they gave to the older children. 

At the age of eighteen he was thrown on his own resources. For a short time he worked in a store at Glenn Allen, Georgia, then he was collector for merchants in Columbus. Subse​quently he went to Columbus to “seek a position.” He sought in vain. But a boy of such energy and deter​mi​nation could not remain idle. He went to war as a common laborer with a firm of builders at seventy-five cents a day. His fidelity, industry and marked ability soon pro​moted him to a head man’s place over a number of hands and finally he was at the port bench in the shop earning three dollars and one-half a day. In this business he worked for about three years. While thus engaged he studied law at night under the direction of his uncle, Hon. Grigsby E. Thomas. At the end of three years he stood a fine examination and was admitted to the bar He was taken into partnership with his uncle and practiced law for four years. 

In 1885 he was married to Miss Counts of South Carolina. His wife lived about one year. In his sore bereavement his religious nature was stirred. He felt that the voice of God in this providence had called him to pause and reflect. He had fre​quently had the impression that he ought to preach the gospel. Heretofore his lack of education had seemed an effect​ual bar to his entering the ministry, but now he felt “woe is me if I preach not the gospel.” Circumstances would not permit him to take a college course, but he said to himself and his friends, “When I studied law I worked day and night, and why should I not bring my very best energies to my Master’s works?” He ap​plied
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himself with his accustomed energy and determination to the study of those things which he knew were absolutely necessary for the work of the gospel ministry. In a wonderfully short time he appeared before Presbytery and was examined and licensed to preach the gospel. In the same year he was called to the Alabama Street Church, Selma, where he labored faithfully and zealously until 1891 when he was called to evangelistic work in the Synod of Mississippi. On December 20, 1898 he was married to Miss Mary Coleman of Eutaw, Ala. She survives him with three children. 

In the autumn of 1895, worn down by more than four years of most arduous labors in the evangelistic field, he resigned and went to the South-Western Presbyterian University to pursue a course of study. He had never been satisfied with his education and preparation for the gospel ministry. He thirsted for knowledge and longed for improvement in his methods of Bible study and the preparation of sermons. He spent but one year there. In April 1896 he accepted a call to the church at West Point, Miss. The congregation had no house of worship. He gathered the people together, concentrated their energies and stimulated their liberality, so that on the last Sabbath of Feb., 1897, a beautiful new build​ing was dedicated, free from debt. In a little more than a year the membership was doub​led. 

In January 1899 he resigned the pastorate at West Point in order to go into the work for which his brethren knew that he had eminent gifts. At the call of the Board he went
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to Fredericksburg, Va., to enter upon work for the Assembly’s Home and School. He spent one week there preaching and becoming acquainted with the purpose, the working, and the needs of this noble institution of our church. He was thrilled with the greatness and importance of the work. The cause filled his big heart and he started out on his great errand among the churches. It was a scene long to be remembered, as he stood here in the Home, in the midst of the orphans and widows, pledging them his sympathy and his best efforts, and cheering their hearts and encouraging them with God’s promises. He received a cordial welcome in Richmond, Va. While a guest of Rev. Dr. R. P. Kerr he was taken sick and died at 9:30 a.m., March 1, 1899. This heroic servant of God and of the Church was suddenly called to his rest and his crown. He was only thirty-eight years of age, in the very midst of his manhood’s prime, and with every prospect of continued and in​creasing usefulness. 

“I am truly thankful, continues Dr. Kerr, “that as he had to die away from his family, it was the privilege of my home to be the scene of his last sickness and his victory over death. Christ and his angels were my roof at that solemn hour when this pure soul was caught away to the assembly of the saints on high. Though his labors have been in Ala. and Mississippi in fields far removed from mine, I have kept up with him sufficiently to be able to say, that in my judgment no man in the Southern Church has accomplished more actual results than he during the years he was permitted to devote his whole body and soul to the work of extending the kingdom of God. I have not known a more consecrated, more laborious or more spiritual man, and in his sermons he spoke with the demonstration of the Spirit, and a pervasive power seldom equaled. The removal
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of such a man from his family and the Church is a providence too mysterious for human understanding. And nothing but remembering the sacrifice of the Son of God can rec​on​cile us to it. But since Christ has died, we must say in the presence of our great sorrow, ‘Even so, Father, for so it seemed good in thy sight.’” 

The writer’s acquaintance with G. E. Chandler began in May 1891. He came from Selma, Ala., at the call of the Committee of the Synod of Mississippi, to do the work of an evan​gelist. He had made a careful study of the geography of the synod, and of the location of the churches and the fields in which he was to labor. We soon discovered that we had a man of suitable gifts for the work. He was heroic, optimistic and enthusiastic. He was ready for the conflict, how fierce so ever it might be. He knew how to trust God while he worked and waited. He was acquainted with difficulties, and obstacles did not daunt him. And God gave him favor and blessing. His first tour was to the remotest point in Missis​sippi, and his first day’s ride was more than forty miles, over a rugged road, under a burn​ing sun. He worked continuously for six weeks. Holding a meeting a week, preach​ing day and night, adding scores and scores to the membership of the churches, edifying Christ​ians and instructing and installing new elders and deacons.

For these eight years I enjoyed a close, constant and intimate association with him as a man, a Christian, an evangelist and a pastor. As I look back and sum up the impressions made on me during those years, I am prepared to endorse Dr. Kerr’s strong words: “I have not know a man more consecrated, more spiritual, or more laborious.”

By nature our brother was gifted with a clear, strong and vigorous mind. He had learned the catechisms in his childhood and memorized much of the Scriptures. He brought the vigor of his mind to the study and interpretation of the English Bible. He could handle it and quote it with a facility and fluency that seemed wonderful to the people. He was a diligent and prayerful student of the sacred pages. He studied the Bible for the purpose of feeding his own soul, and also for the purpose of making plain to sinners the way of life. It was emphatically his text-book, and he was “mighty in the scriptures.” One secret of his power was his love for and loyalty to the word. Hence the truthfulness of the statement: “In his sermons he spoke with the demonstration of the Spirit and a persuasive power seldom equaled.”

As a preacher he was persuasive. As an ambassador for Christ, he “besought” men and “prayed” them in Christ’s stead to be reconciled to God. He was amiable and tender and loving; yet always positive and strong. With such earnestness and genuine excitement in his impassioned appeals it might have been expected that there would be a reaction, dis​appointment and despondency. But not so. The sweetness of his temper, the cheerfulness of his manner, and his sanguine tenacity were refreshing and inspiring to his associates. He could continue indefinitely in the face of all kinds of discouragements. He could throw new life and awaken new hopes in a declining church. He would encourage a lang​uishing Christian and help him to go on his way rejoicing and working for the Master.

He made no enemies where he held meetings—but hundreds of everlasting friends. The whole community wanted him to come back. In some instances he revisited churches inside of a year, and his second meeting was better than the first. “The common people heard him gladly”—because he lived so near to the Master of whom these words were spoken. They loved to hear him preach. They wept under his irresistible exhortations and appeals. Timid and lukewarm Christians promised him that they would set up the family altar, and hundreds of them are keeping their promises today. They loved to have him sit on their plain chairs and benches and eat their plain food.

His was a rare magnetism. He was welcomed into the leading churches of the land. He was a more than welcome guest in the homes of the wealthy and the refined. His ability and thorough mastery of his subjects commanded the respect of scholars and thinkers. At the same time he attracted to himself the most plainly dressed, illiterate farmer, and the awk​ward, bashful boy. They “felt at home” with him. He had access to all classes and ages. “His religion was so real to him,” says one who knew him better than this writer, “that he did not deem anything too trifling to take to the Father, asking his blessing and guidance. The one great burden of his heart was the salvation of souls, and many times I have heard him make the prayer that God would that day prepare some heart to whom he could speak a word for Jesus. He accepted literally the first three verses of the forty-first Psalm in his ministry to the poor. His great power as a pastor lay in his deeply sym​pa​thetic nature. His people’s troubles and sorrows were his.”

He was a well-rounded man. He was endowed with practical good sense. He was greatly beloved by his brethren in the Presbytery. He had a powerful influence over young men preparing for the ministry. It is probable that many will date the first impressions of their call to preach the Gospel, to one of his meetings or to some private conference in the back room of a store. He gave to these young men his counsels, and financial aid out of his salary, which meant self-denial on his part.

He was an affectionate man. His home was the abode of love. His absence from wife and children in the evangelistic work was a great personal sacrifice to him. The beauty and gentleness of his character were shown in his home. He was kind and thoughtful—ready to do anything for the comfort and happiness of his beloved wife and dear little children.

In contemplating the character of my beloved friend, brother and associate, my mind de​lights to rest upon his consecration to the Master. The consecration was [?] the man. He had given himself to Christ. “For me to live is Christ,” said the great apostle. We may apply the words to this apostolic man. All labor was done cheerfully and ungrudgingly. It was not simply a matter of conscience—it was a matter of love. He knew not where to stop. The committee by whom his labors were directed were more than satisfied, and sometimes urged him to rest.

He abounded in labors. He loved the work because he loved the Master. His ministry was not long; but there was a constant and hard work, and there were many beautiful and glorious results.

We live in deeds, not years; in thoughts, not breaths;

In feelings, not in figures on a dial.

We should count time by heart-throbs. He most lives

Who thinks most, feels the noblest, acts the best.

He loved souls. For them he anxiously thought, devoutly prayed and unceasingly labored. His sermons were preached for the purpose of producing results. During a month which had been given him by the committee for rest and association with his beloved family, he studied the wants of the Synod as to evangelization. He gathered statistics and made two large maps, one showing Presbyterial boundaries, and the other the spiritual destitutions in the Synod. We can almost hear his clear and earnest voice, and see his characteristic and impressive gesture as he stands before the map exclaiming: “Just think of it! Nearly a million who are destitute of the Gospel in Louisiana so far as the Protestant churches are concerned. Just think of it again! More than a round million and a quarter of people within the bounds of this synod who make no pretense to serve God in any Church, black or white, Protestant or Romish.” Such men are God’s rich gifts to his Church on earth. And the Church needs many more of that kind today. The fields are white unto the har​vest, but the laborers are few.

Our brother has gone. He now rests from his labor. His good works are still among us. He has left many visible monuments but there are more invisible monuments [the last para​graph is obscured.]
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Rev. H. R. Raymond, D.D., presented himself and gave reasons for tardiness which were sustained. Rev. B. F. Bedinger of North Ala. Presbytery was introduced and invited to sit as a corresponding member.

Presbytery then took up the regular order of business and a memorial to Synod to divide the Presbytery of Tombeckbee into two Presbyteries was presented, read, and adopted and is as follows: Whereas, the great length of this Presbytery covering some two hund​red miles or more works an inconvenience to the ministers and elders located at the ex​treme northern or southern limits, when this body holds its meetings at either one of these points, and imposes a heavy tax upon them in attending the sessions of this body which the churches and ministers do not feel able to bear, and from these causes the weak and more distant are from year to year without representation in this court of the Lord Jesus Christ and Whereas, it is desirable and to the spiritual welfare and edification of the churches along these lines, that they be represented at each and every session of this body, and Whereas, it is incumbent on this Presbytery to relieve this burden as far as possible, when practicable so to do, by taking such steps as will bring the meetings of the Presbytery nearer to those who suffer from the inconvenience of distance and the burden of expense, and Whereas, the prevalence and frequent recurrence of yellow fever in the southern portion of the State of Mississippi, and not infrequently reported within our south​ern bounds, and the rigid quarantine enforced by our state board of health, as well as local quarantine prevents those churches lying in infected places or contiguous thereto, or where members would have to travel over railroads which pass through these points, and for these causes are cut off from the fall sessions of Presbytery when its meetings are appointed to be held within or nearby such infected places, Therefore, for these and other potent reasons, which might be enumerated, the undersigned ministers and elders of Tom​beckbee Presbytery do hereby respectfully overture your venerable body to overture the Synod of Mississippi at its approaching meeting at Crowley, La., in November next, or whenever or wherever time and place it may convene, to divide said Tombeckbee Pres​bytery, thus making two presbyteries, the northern presbytery to
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be known as Tombeckbee Presbytery and the southern portion as Meridian Presbytery, the Tombeckbee Presbytery to embrace the following ministers and churches, viz.: H. R. Raymond, G. A. Strickland, A. H. Barkley, B. F. Peters, W. E. Hill, T. D. Latimer, E. H. Gregory, J. W. Moseley, and the pastors of Columbus and Aberdeen Churches when they shall be supplied [and] Churches: Okolona, Oak Grove, Houston, Friendship, Buena Vista, Aberdeen, Hamilton, West Point, Osborn, Starkville, Louisville, Unity, Columbus, Crawford, Macon, Center Point, Binnsville, Scooba, DeKalb, Bloomfield, Pleasant Springs, Lauderdale, and Bethel. The Southern Presbytery to be known as Meridian Presbytery, to consist of the following ministers, viz.: J. E. Jones, B. A. Pendleton, A. B. Coit, R. B. Hodge, R. L. Campbell, J. R. Trett, H. C. Smith, A. G. Ferguson, E. J. Curry, and Churches: Meridian 1st and 2nd, Enterprise, Newton, Lawrence, Alexander’s Chapel, Montrose, Mt Moriah, Paulding, Sandersville, Good Hope, Ellisville, Laurel, Waynes​boro, Philadelphus, Garlandsville, Heidelberg, Pisgah, Hattiesburg, Shiloh, Purvis, Enon, Salem, Leakesville, Vernal, Carolina, Geneva and Toomsuba. The dividing line between the two presbyteries shall begin at the Alabama line on the east of the city of Meridian and run west to the line of Central Mississippi Presbytery, the line to be located midway between Meridian and Lauderdale on the M. and O. R.R.








Respectfully submitted,

Ministers: J. E. Jones, R. L. Campbell, E. J. Currie, R. B. Hodge, G. A. Strickland, T. D. Latimer, E. H. Gregory, B. A. Pendleton, and A. H. Barkley. 

Elders: J. A. McRea, J. C. Houston, S. F. Clark, D. D. Morrison, J. R. Mitchel, S. F. Potts, R. B. Marion, L. D. McDowell, J. H. Adcock, R. A. Murdock, J. W. Jarrell, J. T. Murdock, J. Y. Albright, J. A. Morrow, J. F. Smith, d. Ferguson, W. J. Stevenson, D. G. McLaurin.

Should your venerable body give a favorable answer to this overture we respectfully ask the Synod of Mississippi to order a meeting of Tombeckbee Presbytery to be held at Macon on Thursday before the first full moon in April 1900, 11 a.m., Rev. W. E. Hill to preach the sermon and preside until the Presbytery shall be duly organized by the election of officers with A. H. Barkley, alternate, also to order a meeting of Meridian Presbytery to be held at Hattiesburg on Thursday before the first full moon in April, 11 a.m., Rev. R. L. Campbell to preach the opening sermon and preside until the

[383]

election of officers, also that Tombeckbee Presbytery under the new arrangement be made the regular successor of the present Tombeckbee Presbytery and that all records and other presbyterial papers be placed in its hands as the legitimate custodian thereof.








Respectfully submitted,






   Signed, all the members of Presbytery except one.

The chairman of the Committee on Education presented an oral report, and the action of the committee in permitting candidate W. A. Hall to take theology was sustained, and their action in permitting candidate J. T. Kimbrough to attend Columbia, and to take theology was sustained but that this action was not to be taken as a precedent. This reso​lution was then passed. Resolved, that the faculty of the school where each candidate is attending school be requested to give a report of his physical condition, and as to his moral and literary standing each quarter to the chairman of the Committee on Education.

Presbytery then selected Hattiesburg as the place for the Spring meeting. The report of the Committee on Statistics was received, approved and is as follows: We have 18 ministers. We have dismissed Rev. W. S. Jacobs to the Presbytery of Nashville. We have received J. R. Trett from the Presbytery of St Johns and Rev. E. H. Gregory from the Presbytery of East Ala., and Rev. J. G. Lane to the Presbytery of Fort Worth. We have 5 candidates. We have 53 churches. We have dismissed one candidate, R. L. Nicholson to Fort Worth Presbytery. The next place of meeting is Hattiesburg, Miss. The name & address of the Stated Clerk is A. B. Coit, Enterprise, Miss. 








G. A. Strickland, Chm.

The action of Presbytery on yesterday fixing 11 o’clock a.m. Saturday as the time for the hearing of the Essay was reconsidered and Dr Raymond will preach the Presbyterial Sermon at that time.

On request of certain persons living in the Williams neighborhood near Ellisville, Pres​bytery appointed a commission to organize a church there if the way be clear at a date to be fixed by the commission, commission to consist of J. E. Jones, A. B. Coit, E. J. Curry & Elder C. G. Steadman.

Presbytery then took recess until 7:15 p.m., the hour fixed for hearing the sermon of Mr J. W. Moseley.








At 7:15 Presbytery met.

The call of the West Point Church for the pastoral services of Rev. E. H. Gregory was placed in his hands and accepted by him, and a commission was appointed to install him, consisting of Rev. H. R. Raymond, D.D., Rev. G. A. Strickland & Elder J. T. Murdock of Buena Vista, Dr. Raymond to preside, preach the sermon and propound the constitutional questions, and deliver the charge
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charge to the pastor, and Rev. G. A. Strickland to charge the people. Time: 2nd. Sabbath in Nov. 1899. 

The request of Osborn for the services of Rev. E. H. Gregory was referred to the Committee on Bills & Overtures. The Stated Clerk was instructed to communicate with Unity Church and if they desire the services of Rev. E. H. Gregory they must signify the same and he is empowered to grant their request. 

Presbytery then heard the trial sermon of Mr. J. W. Moseley, Jr. It was criticized by each member of Presbytery as the roll was called and sustained and then the examination was sustained as a whole.

Presbytery appointed a commission whose duty it shall be to ordain and install J. W. Moseley pastor of Wahalak, Knox & Binnsville Churches, consisting of Rev. H. R. Ray​mond, J. E. Jones, W. E. Hill, E. H. Gregory and Elders W. J. Stevenson and J. A. Mc​Rea. Rev. H. R. Raymond will preside and propound the constitutional questions. Rev. J. E. Jones will preach the sermon and charge the pastor, and Rev. W. E. Hill will charge the people of Knox Church at the morning service of 5th Sabbath in Oct.; the same com​mission to install at evening service at Wahalak Church, Rev. H. R. Raymond preach​ing the sermon, J. E. Jones propounding the questions and charging the pastor, and W. E. Hill charging the people; the same commission to install Mr. Moseley pastor Mon​day even​ing at Binnsville, W. E. Hill preaching the sermon, H. R. Raymond propounding the ques​tions and charging the pastor and J. E. Jones charging the people.

The reports of the commissioners to the Assembly were received, approved and their dili​gence commended.

Presbytery then adjourned with prayer to meet at 9 o’clock Saturday morning.








Oct. 14, 9 a.m.

Presbytery met at 9 a.m. and after ½ hour spent in devotional exercises, was constituted with prayer. The letter from Rev. J. G. Lane was received and read, and he was at his own request dismissed to join Fort Worth Presbytery.

The Committee on Bills and Overtures reported on the request of Osborn Church for the ministerial services of Mr Gregory and recommended that it be granted, which was done.

The Committee on the Minutes of the Assembly made their report which was approved, “That we find nothing of special interest sent down to the several presbyteries. Your com​mittee would respectfully call the attention of Presbytery to the report of the Com​mittee on Church and Christian Education as found on page 411. Also report of Perma​nent Committee on the Sabbath as found on page 424 & 425. 








Respectfully submitted,






     A. H. Barkley, Chm., J. R. Mitchel, J. D. Adcock

J. R. Trett appeared and gave reasons for tardiness which were sustained.

The Committee on Home Missions made a report on the overture of Columbus Church, requesting 75.00 aid for Unity Church to the effect that as we have established the working rule that no group of churches
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be aided who pay $700.00 salary, the committee could not act in the matter.

Rev. T. D. Latimer and H. R. Raymond were appointed to draft a suitable answer, which is as follows & was adopted: “After due consideration they do not deem it advisable to deduct the 75.00 from the regular contributions to Home Missions use but would recom​mend that Rev. T. D. Latimer be requested to solicit from individuals and the stronger churches in proximity to this field a sufficient amount to meet this deficiency; also that the Stated Clerk send a copy of this action of Presbytery to the church.”

Rev. R. L. Campbell made an oral report of this work as an evangelist in Jones County which was approved. 

The resolutions on Colportage were then taken up and indefinitely postponed.

Mr. Hodge tendered his resignation as Chairman of Publication, which after remarks com​plimentary to his efficiency, was accepted and Rev. T. D. Latimer appointed in his place.

Auditing Committee reporting approval of Treasurer’s Report (page 386) and Home Missions report (p. 341), upon the same was adopted. Committee on Leave of Absence reported and their report was approved granting leave of absence to D. D. Morrison, S. F. Clark, J. T. Murdock, L. D. McDowell, R. L. Campbell, A. B. Coit, G. A. Strickland, E. H. Gregory, R. B. Marion, R. A. Murdock, J. A. Adcock, M. F. Roberts, John Land, and J. W. Jerrold, and J. A. Morrow. 

Rev. H. R. Raymond, D.D., was appointed to prepare a paper expressing our regret at the removal of Rev W. S. Jacobs from our bounds and the Stated Clerk was directed to send him a copy of the same with his letter of dismissal. A similar duty was assigned Rev. A. B. Coit in regard to the removal of Rev. J. G. Lane to Fort Worth Presbytery.

The organization of a church at Wahalak Station was referred to the commission ap​pointed to ordain and install Mr J. W. Moseley at Knox Church—see page 384. Pres​bytery took a five-minute recess and reassembled to hear the Presbyterial Sermon by Rev. H. R. Raymond on “The Inspiration of the Sacred Scriptures,” Text 2 Peter 2:21 & 2 Tim. 3:16. Rev. B. F. Peters and Col. J. F. Smith were appointed to prepare a minute on the sermon of Dr. Raymond.

Rev. B. F. Bedinger presented the cause of the Palmer Orphanage.

The Moderator was excused and granted leave of absence. At 12:30 p.m. Presbytery took recess and was closed by singing, doxology and prayer.

After recess Presbytery met and Dr. Raymond, the last Moderator present, took the chair.

The committee on the sermon of Dr Raymond made their report which was accepted and is as follows: “Dr. Raymond defined prophecy to be the authorized communication of the thought and will of God as contained and comprehended in the canonical books of the Old and New Testaments, the originals in Greek and Hebrew are the standards in last resort but versions and translations being authorized by scriptural authority are to be relied on as the true word of God. Inspiration includes both the thought and the word expressing it. The scriptures are of equal inspired authority as
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to all their contents. We would express our thanks to Dr Raymond and appreciation of the service rendered, and with deep satisfaction, accept the doctrine which he so clearly and emphatically teaches. We would request of Presbytery to have this sermon with our endorsement of it published in the South-Western Presbyterian and the Christian Ob​server.








B. F. Peters, Chm.

The report of Committee on Sermon & Essay was adopted and is as follows: “The Fall of Man,” subject of sermon. Minister: Rev. J. R. Trett, Alt., Rev. J. W. Moseley Jr. Essay continued from last fall: “Scotch Covenanters, Influence of,” W. J. Stockett & Alt. E. A. White.

Commissioners Fund was fixed at the last assessment rate—page 247. 

Oral reports on the state of religion were heard from ten of the churches. 

Usual resolution of thanks was passed by a rising vote.





Presbytery took recess until after divine service tonight.








Saturday night, 8:30 p.m.

Presbytery met at the close of divine service. The Committee on Narrative made its report and the same was received and adopted and is as follows: “This report reviews only ten of the churches of the 50 in our bounds. The larger number being without representation in the Presbytery’s free conversation on the state of religion in our bounds. In many of the churches reporting, the religious life among the members seemed rather sickly and diseased to be commendable with God and influence for good with men. In these churches reporting benevolence is at too low an ebb. The growth in membership is straggly [?]. The attendance on the services of the sanctuary is reported good, but by influence more mechanical than spiritual for its motives. Reports from two or three of the ten prompt us to take new courage and press with vigor on, sowing faithfully and be​lieving sincerely. The harvest will come in God’s own good time.








R. B. Hodge.

Treasurer’s Report is as follows & is approved by the Auditing Committee:

Presbyterial Tax—1899

Amount on hand



$2.69

Columbus for 1898



15.00

Crawford




    .50

Heidelberg




  2.50

Bethel





  3.20

Columbus




15.00

Meridian 2nd




  3.20

Starkville for 1898 & 99


16.00

Aberdeen




  7.00

Bloomfield




  1.48

Carolina




  3.00

Buena Vista




  1.10

DeKalb




  1.50






72.17
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Less Stated Clerk’s salary


24.00
Balance on hand



51.17

Commissioners Fund

Received since last report


  2.00

Meridian 1st paid commissioner 

     as per voucher



10.00






12.00

Per Contra

Comm.’s Receipt



10.00
Bal. on hand




22.00








A. H. Barkley, Treas.

Presbytery adopted the following resolution of respect as regards to Rev. J. G. Lane: Resolved, that Presbytery parts with regret from Rev. J. G. Lane, that we hold him in high esteem, appreciating his work as a preacher, pastor, a presbyter and a dignified Christian gentleman. We hope and pray that his bow may abide strength [Gen. 49:24] and that God’s presence may go with him and crown his labors with abundant harvest of souls. 








Respectfully submitted, 








A. B. Coit, Chm.

Presbytery in transferring Rev. W. S. Jacobs, Ph.D., to the Presbytery of Nashville, testi​fies to his ministerial fidelity, his godly walk and conversation, and his earnestness and success in all the walks of usefulness. It has been a delight for us to know him as a bro​ther, and we feel that we experience a great loss by his departure from us. Our heartfelt interest will follow him in his new field, and we cordially commend him to the loving con​fidence and fellowship of the presbytery and people with whom he is to be associated. We assure him of our prayers for the preservation of his life and health and for the con​tinuance and increase of the fruitfulness of his labors.








H. R. Raymond, Chm.

The above was also adopted.

Presbytery then adjourned with singing, prayer and the apostolic benediction to meet at Crowley, La., during the sessions of synod at the call of the Moderator.








H. R. Raymond, Mod.








D. G. McLaurin, Clerk.

Attest:

A. B. Coit, S. C.

Approved as far as written by Synod in session at Crowley, La., Novem. 2., 1899.








T. L. Haman, Mod’r.

[388-389, incorporating material from pp. 398-399]

Roll of Ministers

A. H. Barkley. S.S. Lauderdale, Friendship, West Point, Enterprise, Houston, Buena Vista.

D. L. Barr (1892). P. & S.S. Newton, Garlandsville, Alexander’s Chapel, Carolina, Montrose, Mt. Mor​iah, Lawrence. Dm. to Presbytery of New Orleans. Dm. Presbytery of New Or​leans.

R. L. Campbell (1896). Ordained 1896. P. Meridian 2nd, Ellisville, Toomsuba.

J. N. Carothers, P. Friendship, Houston. Died—see p. 92.

G. E. Chandler (1896). Received from Presbytery of Mississippi. P. West Point

A. B. Coit (1879). Received from West Hanover & ordained 1879. S.S. Sandersville, Purvis, Geneva, Starkville, Macon, Enterprise, and Heidelberg.

A. M. Coleman (1888).—Ordained 1888. P. Starkville-Col, S.S. Fairview, Enon Zion. Dismissed to Presbytery of Ethel, 1890.

E. J. Currie (1894). Received from Central Miss. Presbytery, P. Hattiesburg, Shiloh, Enon, Purvis.

A. G. Ferguson (1895). Licensed 1895, ordained 1895. SS. Salem, Vernal, Philadelphus, Leakesville.

Peter Gowan. Received from Tuskaloosa Presbytery. P. Aberdeen.

Fred R. Graves. Received as a candidate from Macon [Ga.] Presbytery. Licensed & Ordained, Oct. 20, 1893 at Okolona. P. Aberdeen.

Z. B. Graves. Received, Vol. IX, p. 482. P. Meridian 1st. Restrained April 1890.Restored 4.15.87. Dm. to Presbytery of Mississippi.

E. H. Gregory (1899). Received from East Alabama Presbytery.

J. E. Hobson (1894). Received from Presbytery of Paris [Texas]. P. Okolona, S.S. Macon, P. Okolona. Dm. to North Miss. Presbytery.

R. B. Hodge (1898). Received from Knoxville Presbytery. P. Meridian 2nd.

W. S. Jacobs (1894). Received from Presbytery of South Carolina; P. Columbus. Dismissed to Presbytery of Nashville.

J. E. Jones (1894). Received from Central Miss. Presbytery. P. Meridian 1st. Dm. Pres​by​tery of Ft Worth.

W. E. Keller (1891). Received from Presbytery of Louisville.  P. Meridian 1st. Dm. to a Kentucky Presbytery.

J. G. Lane (1895). Received from North Ala. Presbytery, S.S. Aberdeen

T. D. Latimer (1895). Received from Presbytery of Western District. P. Macon.

W. H. Leavell (1887). Received from Congregational Church. P. Meridian.

J. B. Lindsey, col. (1894). Licensed and ordained Dec. 22, 1894. Dm. to Ethel Presbytery, 1895—Not received by them. Tried by commission and indefinitely suspended.

R. I. Long (1896). Received as candidate from Presbytery of Mississippi. Licensed. P. Okolona.

M. J. McLean. S.S., Bloomfield Louisville and Pleasant Springs.

Robert Morgan (1890). Received from Tuskaloosa Presbytery. P. Okolona. Dm. South Ala​bama Presbytery. 

John W. Moseley, Jr. (1899). Ordained in Knox Church. P., West Point.

B. A. Pendleton (1898)

B. F. Peters (1892). Received from La. [?] Presbytery  Without charge 1895-1896.

H. R. Raymond (1888). Received from Presbytery of Dallas. P. Starkville, S.S., Bethel, Osborn, Pisgah, Liberty.

J. W. Roseborough (1889). Rec’d from Presbytery of Palmyra. P. Columbus. Dm. to Pres​bytery of Lafayette.

H. C. Smith. S.S. Good Hope, Sandersville, Old & New, Red Hill (Erata), Philadelphus, Erata, Salem, Vernal, Leakesville, liberty, Pisgah.

J. M. Smith (1889). P. Hattiesburg; Dm to a Texas Presbytery.

G. A. Strickland (1896). Received from Tuskaloosa Presbytery. S.S., DeKalb, Bloom​field, Knox, Osborn.

J. M. Sykes (1890). Received from Presbytery of Nashville. S.S. Meridian 2nd, Toom​suba.

J. A. Trett (1899) Received from Presbytery of St John’s. Waynesboro.

J. D. West, S.S. West Point, Okolona—p. 482. Dm. to Central Miss. Presbytery, 1891.

E. B. Witherspoon. Received Vol. IX, p. 360. P. Scooba or Knox &c., Macon, DeKalb, Wahalak, Meridian 2nd. Toomsuba, Ellisville. Dismissed to Presbytery of Potosi [Mo.] 1896.

[390, incorporating material from pp. 396-397]

Roll of Churches and Session Clerks—1895

Aberdeen—W. H. Holmes.

Alexander Chapel—J. A. Alexander. P. O. Jewell Hill.

Amory

Barr’s Chapel—F. Groves. P. O. Sucarnochee.

Buena Vista—Sam’l King. 

Bloomfield—Ray Campbell Moses. P. O. DeKalb.

Bethel. W. A. Love, S. F. Potts. P. O. Crawford.

Carolina—C. L. McKay, Jno A. Morrow. 

Center Point—C. G. Thompson. P. O. Macon.

Columbus—G. W. Cox.

Crawford—J. W. Cavanah.

DeKalb—D. D. Morrison, W. H. Hopper.

Enon—Wyatt J. Draughn. P. O. Enon, Perry County.

Ellisville—George McCormick, C. G. Steadman, W. S. Glenn.

Enterprise—W. L. Fox, W. P. Patrick.

Erata—Duncan Smith, S. C. McLaurin. P. O. Sandersville.

Friendship—W. A. Marion. P. O. Van Vleet.

Geneva—T. L. Mathers. P.O. Matherville.

Good Hope—Daniel Ferguson. P. O. Sandersville.

Garlandsville—William Boughton, John Hand.

Hamilton—J. C. Crosby.

Heidelberg, A. N. W. Smith, E. A. White.

Houston—W. O. Prewitt.

Hattiesburg. F. J. George, E. Hall.

Knox—Jas. Lipscomb. P. O. Scooba.

Leakesville—Dan’l McLeod.

Lauderdale—W. J. Stevenson.

Liberty—Wm Eddie. P. O. Sandersville.

Louisville—Robt. Smythe.

Lawrence—L. C. Smythe—P. O. Lake.

Laurel—John McDuffie, W. B. Rogers.

Macon—A. F. Dent, R. H. Hauenstein.

Meridian 1st—J. Clinton Houston.

Meridian 2nd—Sam’l Abernathy.

Montrose—B. D. Alexander.

Mount Moriah—M. F. Roberts. P. O. Newton.

Newton—E. E. Powe.

Oak Grove—R. B. Marion—Houlka.

Okolona—W. J. Stockett.

[pages 391-392 are missing.]

Osborn—A. A. Montgomery.

Pendleton—Wm McLaurin. Dissolved 1895.

Philadelphus—Dan’l Taylor, J. G. B. McRea. P. O. Waynesboro.

Pleasant Springs—Wm Kellis. P. O. Kellis Store.

Pisgah—J. C. McLaurin. P. O. Heidelberg.

Purvis—W. H. Magee.

Sandersville—G. A. Thornton, J. Ferguson.

Salem—William Thomson. P. O. Leaf, Greene County.

Shiloh—M. L. McKinsie. P. O. Augusta.

Starkville—W. N. Ames, E. L. Reed.

Starkville-Colored—Dismissed to Presbytery of Ethel.

Toomsuba—E. A. Smith.

Unity—Dr. A. C. Malloy. P. O. Caledonia.

Vernal—P. A. McLeod.

Waynesboro—Murdock McRea.

Wahalak—G. H. Kimbrough.

Weir—Dorsey Perkins. To Central Miss. Presbytery, 1889.

West Point—Louis Carlisle, I. P. Unger.

[pp. 393-394—Listing of Permanent Committees and members, not transcribed]

[395-Ministerial Obligation (Ordination Vows) and signatures, not transcribed]
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List of Licentiates

Albert McCallum (col.)
Dm. to Ethel Presbytery.

W. S. Hamiter


Dm. to Bethel Presbytery—see p. 32.

D. L. Barr


Ordained 1892

W. H. Perkins


Oct. 1894, Dm. Presbytery of New Orleans.

A. G. Ferguson.

Licensed April 1895, Ordained Sept 1895.

Robt. Campbell

Licensed June 1895, Ordained June 1896.

List of Candidates

Robert Campbell, Heidelberg, Miss.

W. P. Patrick—page 394, Enterprise, Miss.

Lamar Ferguson—page 170, Oct. 1894.

John A. Lowe—j. Methodist Church, Aug. 1890.

J. B. Lindsey—see p. 47. Dismissed to Ethel Presbytery, 1890.

William Augustus Hall—see page 114.

Thomas Turk Kimbrough—p. 41. 

R. Lee Nicholson, p. 154 – 1894.

Ormond Pattillo Kimbrough—page 284; dropped. Page 141.

[List continues on page 400]

John W. Moseley, Jr.—page 191 – April 1895.

A. G. Ferguson—page 189. Licensed April 1895, ordained Sept 1895.

W. C. Dyess—Fall 1896

Clarence M. Gilbert—Fall 1896.

Wm Augustus Hall—page 114.
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List of Moderators of Presbytery


Moderators




Place of Meeting

April 
1889
Rev. H. R. Raymond, D.D.

May 
1889
Rev. H. R. Raymond, D.D.

Oct. 
1890
Rev. J. W. Roseborough

Philadelphus


March 
1890
Rev. E. B. Witherspoon

April
1890
Rev. W. H. Leavell

July 
1890
Rev. W. H. Leavell

Oct. 
1890
Hon. J. Ware



Heidelberg

April 
1891
Rev. J. M. Sykes


Starkville

July 
1891
Rev. H. R. Raymond, D.D.

Columbus

Oct 
1891
Hon. S. L. Wilson 


Sandersville

April 
1892
Rev. Robt. Morgan


Enterprise

Sept. 
1892
Hon. J. F. Smith


Garlandsville

April 
1893
Rev. D. L. Barr


Aberdeen

Oct. 
1893
Capt. J. W. Lee


Okolona

April 
1894
Rev. F. R. Graves


Macon

Oct
1894
Elder W. J. Stockett


Louisville

April
1895
Rev. W. S. Jacobs


Newton

June 
1895
Rev. A. H. Barkley


Meridian

Sept 
1895
Rev. A. H. Barkley


Vernal

April 
1896
Rev. T. D. Latimer


Meridian

Sept.
1896
Rev. H. R. Raymond, D.D.

Hattiesburg

April
1897
Hon. J. A. Orr



Columbus

Dec. 
1897
Rev. A. B. Coit


Ellisville

April 
1898
Rev. G. E. Chandler


Meridian 2nd 

Oct. 
1898
Rev. R. L. Campbell


Leakesville

April 
1899
Rev. J. G. Lane


West Point

Oct 
1899
Rev. W. E. Hill


Lauderdale
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Vol. 11

Minutes
of

Tombeckbee Presbytery
& East Mississippi
from

1899-1906

This is the last volume of Tombeckbee Presbytery. Its successor is East Mississippi Presbytery.

J. W. Moseley, [Jr.], S. C.

of Tombeckbee Presbytery

[2]







Crowley, La., Nov. 23, 1899

Tombeckbee Presbytery met during session of Synod, pursuant to adjournment at the call of the Moderator, and was opened with prayer, Rev. W. E. Hill, Moderator. There were present Dr. Raymond, Dr. Jones, Rev. W. E. Hill & Rev. R. L. Campbell and Elders J. C. Houston of Meridian 1st Church and George Hartfield of Hattiesburg.

Rev. R. L. Campbell was chosen Clerk.

The commission appointed to organize a church at Williams neighborhood, near Ellis​ville, reported as follows: “The commission appointed to organize a church at Williams School House near Ellisville met Nov. 8, 1899, present Rev. J. E. Jones & Elder C. G. Stead​man. After a sermon by Rev. J. E. Jones, the commission was organized. The way was found clear to organize a church and the organization was proceeded with. Eight ap​pli​cants presented themselves and after entering into covenant, Mr. V. McManas & J. M. Buchanan were elected Elders & Mr L. Reeves, Deacon. These brethren were duly or​dained and installed to their respective offices, after which the commission adjourned with prayer.”








Respectfully submitted,








J. E. Jones, Chm., C. G. Steadman

The above was approved.
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Presbytery then took recess to meet at the call of the Moderator.








Friday, 8:30 p.m.

Presbytery [was] called to order and opened with prayer. The commission appointed to install Rev. E. H. Gregory as pastor at West Point Presbyterian Church reported and the report was adopted and is as follows: “The commission of Presbytery consisting of Min​isters G. A. Strickland, H. R. Raymond, & Elders J. T. Murdock & A. A. Montgom​ery met at West Point, Miss., Nov. 12th, the second Sabbath, and duly installed Rev. E. H. Gregory as Pastor of the West Pont Church.”








H. R. Raymond, Chairman.

The commission appointed to visit Scooba and other places in the field of J. W. Mosely, Jr., reported as follows: “The commission met as directed by Presbytery at Knox Church, Scooba, Kemper County, Miss. (Oct 29th, the 5th Sabbath) at 11 a.m. Present: Ministers, W. E. Hill, J. E. Jones, & H. R. Raymond, Elder J. A. McRea. Absent: Elder W. J. Stevenson. A sermon was preached by Rev. H. R. Raymond by request of Dr. J. E. Jones. Text: Acts 2:47, “And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved.” Dr. Raymond presented and
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briefly recited from the pulpit the proceedings preparatory to the ordination, pointed out the nature and importance of the ordinance, and endeavored to impress the audience with a proper sense of the solemnity of the transaction. He then proposed the constitutional ques​tions which were duly assented to by the candidate, J. W. Moseley, Jr., and the church. Mr. J. W. Moseley Jr., was then solemnly set apart by prayer and the laying on of the hands of the members of the commission to the holy office of the gospel ministry. After giving of the right hand of fellowship the presiding officer declared Rev. J. W. Mose​ley, Jr., the regularly elected, ordained and installed pastor of the congregation of Knox Church. A solemn charge was given to the pastor by Dr. J. E. Jones and to the congregation by Rev. W. E. Hill. After prayer and singing the congregation was dis​missed with the usual blessing. The commission proceeded the same day to Binnsville and installed Rev. J. W. Moseley pastor of that church and the next day to Giles Post Office and installed him pastor of Wahalak Church. The following

[5]

day the commission visited Wahalak Station, and held religious services. Finding the way clear they organized a church consisting of eight members. Two ruling elders and one deacon were duly elected, ordained & installed, viz.: Elders J. T. Williams and M. H. Jenkins and Deacon J. W. Jenkins.”








H. R. Raymond, 







    Chairman of Commission.

The report was adopted.

The name of Wahalak Church was to be recorded as Wahalak Station. After being led in prayer, Presbytery adjourned to meet according to standing rule at Hattiesburg.








W. E. Hill, Moderator.








R. L. Campbell, Clerk.

Attest:

A. B. Coit, S. C.

[6]








Macon, Miss., Apr. 12, 1900

The Presbytery of Tombeckbee met at 11 o’clock. The opening sermon was preached by Rev. W. E. Hill: Txt Acts 1:1. After sermon, the Presbytery was constituted with prayer. The roll was made as follows:

Ministers



Ruling Elders


[Churches]

W. E. Hill



Wm Kellis


Pleasant Springs

T. D. Latimer



J. D. Hutchinson

Columbus

J. W. Moseley Jr


M. H. Warren


Bloomfield

A. H. Barkley



R. Hauenstein


Macon






Wm Perrin


Wahalak






J. T. Williams


Wahalak Sta.

The minute of the Synod of Miss. referring to the division of Tombeckbee Presbytery was read.








Recess was taken to 2 p.m.

After recess the following additional enrollment was made:

Ministers



Ruling Elders



G. A. Strickland


D. McCarley


Okolona

E. H. Gregory



R. B. Marion


Oak Grove

H. R. Raymond, D.D.


W. A. Marion


Friendship






J. C. Crosby


Hamilton






S. F. Potts


Bethel






J. P. Unger


West Point






J. B. Perkins


Starkville






H. J. Gilleylen


Aberdeen






J. T. Murdock


Buena Vista

Rev. Mr. Cameron of the Methodist Church was introduced and invited to sit as a visiting member.

Rev. D. M. Armentrout of the Presbytery of North Mississippi was introduced and invited to sit as a corresponding member.

Rev. H. R. Raymond was elected Moderator by acclamation.
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Rev. J. W. Moseley, Jr., was elected Temporary Clerk and J. C. Crosby as Reading Clerk.

Upon motion Rev. J. W. Moseley, Jr., was elected Stated Clerk. The vote by which Rev. J. W. Moseley, Jr., was elected Temporary Clerk was reconsidered and Rev. W. E. Hill was elected Temporary Clerk.

Rev. A. H. Barkley was elected Treasurer.

The Treasurer presented the following list of claims for which he had no vouchers.

Presby. Com. of Pub. Record Books


7.50

Expenses on same




1.00

Postage, Fees, War [?] Tax &c.


2.49

Express paid on books to Macon


  .50

Postage to Meridian Presbytery


  .06






          11.55

This was referred to Auditing Com. and approved.

Greeting from Meridian Presbytery, sent by telegraph, Heb. 13:20-21, was read. A com​mittee consisting of Rev. T. D. Latimer and H. S. Gilleylen was appointed to prepare and send a response.








Recess was taken.

After recess the following Standing Committees were announced by the Moderator:

Bills & Overtures: W. E. Hill, Wm Kellis and H. S. Gilleylen.

Judicial: G. A. Strickland, M. H. Warren and J. T. Williams.

Narrative: E. H. Gregory, R. B. Marion and J. T. Murdock.

Statistical Report and Assembly’s Systematic Beneficence: E. H. Gregory, A. H. Barkley, Wm Perrin, and S. F. Potts.

Auditing: J. B. Perkins, D. McCarley and W. A. Marion.

Auditing: J. B. Perkins, D. McCarley and W. A. Marion.

Devotional Exercises: T. D. Latimer and R. Hauenstein.

Presbyterial Sermon and Essay: W. E. Hill and J. P. Unger.

Sabbath Schools and Young People’s Societies: J. D. Hutchinson, H. S. Gilleylen and M. H. Warren.

Leave of Absence: G. A. Strickland, J. B. Perkins and Wm Kellis.

[8]

Communications Addressed to the Body:

Call from Columbus Church for the pastoral services of Dunbar H. Ogden. Referred to Com. on Bills and Overtures.

Reports from the Churches called for and referred.

The order of business was on motion suspended and on motion Rev. G. A. Strickland was elected Chairman of the Permanent Com. on Home Missions, [and] the following were added to the Committee: J. B. Perkins, D. McCarley and J. D. Hutchinson.

The following report was received from the Treasurer, referred to the Auditing Commit​tee, reported back favorably and adopted:

I submit herewith the books in which are registered my receipts and disbursements as your Treasurer, with vouchers for expenditures from the last session of Presbytery up to April 1st 1900.

Debit






Credit

Amt on hand Oct. 1899

53.17

Treasurer Synod

30.00

Mrs. W. E. Hill


    .40

A. B. Coit-B/R

  7.25

Lauderdale



  1.90

Treas., G.A., for both Pbys
28.90

1st Church Meridian


15.00

Presby. Com. Pub.

  7.50

Okolona



  3.50

Expenses


  1.00

Hattiesburg



  3.55

Postage Fees and War Tax
  2.49

Henry Aston, Friendship Ch.

    .40

Express


    .50

Wm Aston, Oak Grove Ch.

    .60

Postage


    .06

S. B. Aston



    .60

Balance on hand

  3.67
J. Brown



    .25

Newton Ch. Com. Fund

  2.00





81.37





81.37








A. H. Barkley, Treasurer.
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The following report setting forth the comparative receipts of Tombeckbee and Meridian Presbyteries [was] received, referred and adopted: Monies collected from the several churches at Lauderdale Oct 1899 and up to April 1st 1900.

Tombeckbee Presbytery


Meridian Presbytery

Columbus ’98


15.00

Heidelberg


  2.50

Crawford ’99


    .50

2nd Church Meridian

  3.20

Bethel



  3.20

1st Church Meridian

15.00

Columbus ’99


15.00

Lauderdale


  1.90

Starkville ’98 & ‘99

16.00

Hattiesburg


  3.55

Aberdeen


  7.00

Newton-Com. Fund

  2.00

DeKalb


  1.50

Deficit-Meridian Pres.

41.28
Bloomfield


  1.48





69.43

Carolina


  3.30

Buena Vista


  1.00

Mrs. W. E. Hill

    .40

Okolona


  3.50

H. Aston


    .40

W. Aston


    .60

S. B. Aston


    .60

James Brown


    .25




69.43








A. H. Barkley, Treas.

The response to Meridian Presbytery was offered by the committee, approved by the body, and directed to be wired to Meridian Presby., on the signature of the Moderator and is as follows:








Macon, Miss., Apr. 12, 1900

To the Rev. J. E. Jones, D.D., Moderator of Meridian Presbytery, Hattiesburg:

This Presbytery sends greeting. Numbers 6:24-25-26.








Signed, H. R. Raymond, Mod.

[10]

The report of the former Committee of Education of Tombeckbee Presbytery was read and referred to the Permanent Com. of the Presbytery on Education.

Rev. A. H. Barkley, Wm Kellis, W. A. Marion, J. T. Murdock and J. W. Moseley, Jr., were appointed a committee to select the members of the permanent committees.

The following resolution was adopted: The Presbytery hereby adopts the Standing Rules heretofore used by Tombeckbee Presbytery.

A report of Rev. J. E. Jones, Treasurer of the Home Missions Com. of the former Presby​tery was read and referred to [the] Permanent Committee on Home Missions.

An overture from Lauderdale Church of Meridian Presbytery asking the Presbytery to over​ture the Meridian Presbytery and the Synod of Mississippi to be transferred to this Presbytery was read and referred to Com. on Bills and Overtures.

A communication from Rev. J. E. Jones addressed to the Presbytery was read and Rev. W. E. Hill was appointed to respond to it.

The excuse for non-attendance of Rev. M. J. McLean one of the aged and infirm mem​bers of this Presbytery was rendered by Rev. W. E. Hill. The excuse was accepted and Rev. Mr. Hill was directed to communicate with him and express the sympathy of this body to him in his afflictions.

Mr. H. M. Jenkins, Ruling Elder of Wahalak Station Church was introduced by his pas​tor, Rev. Jno. W. Moseley, Jr., as seeking to be taken under the care of the Presbytery as a candidate for the ministry. He was examined by the Moderator on his acquaintance of religion experimentally and motives for seeking the ministry. The examination having been sustained as satisfactory, he was enrolled as a candidate for the gospel ministry under the care of this Presbytery.

Requests from the Sessions of Houston and Buena Vista Churches
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each for one-fourth of Rev. A. H. Barkley’s time were read by J. T. Murdock, and on motion were referred to the Home Missions Committee.

The request of the Session of Pleasant Springs Church asking Presbytery to continue Rev. W. E. Hill as their stated supply was read by Wm Kellis the Elder of that Church, and on motion the request was granted.

The Committee on Devotional Exercises reported.

On motion Presbytery adjourned to meet to-morrow morning at 9 a.m. and was closed with prayer by Rev. J. W. Moseley.








2nd Day

Devotional exercises were conducted by J. T. Murdock. The Presbytery was opened with prayer by the Moderator. The roll was called. The minutes of yesterday’s sessions were read and approved.

A paper from General Assembly’s Home Mission Committee was read and referred to the Home Mission Committee of Presbytery.

A per was offered by Rev. W. E. Hill on the Palmer Orphanage, read and docketed, to be taken up at 3 p.m., when the order of the day shall be the Palmer Orphanage.

A communication was read, recommending an ad interim committee to formulate a plan of cooperation between the ministers of the Presbytery. This was referred to the Perm​anent Committee.

The report of the Committee on Presbyterial Sermon and Essay was as follows: Your Committee would respectfully report recommending that the Presbyterial Sermon at next meeting be on the subject of “Infant Salvation,” the preacher to be Rev. E. H. Gregory, with Rev. J. W. Moseley, Jr., alternate. The Essay to be on the subject, “The Presbyterial System of Church Government.” The essayist to be J. T. Murdock, with Wm Kellis as Alternate.








W. E. Hill and J. P. Unger, Com.

[12]

The Com. on Bills and Overtures reported on the call of Columbus Church for the pastoral services of Candidate D. H. Ogden and finding it in order recommended that the church be permitted to prosecute the call before his presbytery. Adopted. 

The committee also reported as follows on the overture from the Lauderdale Church: Your committee would report as follows, which we are ready when the way is clear to welcome this beloved church into our membership, yet we think that the better way is to await the action of Meridian Presbytery, as that church has been placed by the Synod of Mississippi under the jurisdiction of Meridian Presbytery. Christian courtesy would sug​gest that we take no action now in the case, whilst at the same time we express our appreciation of their kindly feelings toward us and would commend them to the guidance of the Holy Spirit.








W. E. Hill, Chairman of Com.

Adopted.

The Auditing Com. reported, offering the following report of Rev. J. E. Jones, Treasurer of Home Missions of old Tombeckbee Presbytery: Financial report of Com. of Home Missions to Tombeckbee Presbytery, Macon, Miss., Apr. 12, 1900: Since our last report at Lauderdale, Oct. 1899, we have received the following amounts to settle claims for 3rd Quarter of 1899 extending from,

July 1st to Oct. 1st

$143.75

Last quarter of 1899

      7.50

1st quarter of 1900

  125.00
Total



  356.25

Disbursed as follows for 3rd quarter of 1899:

J. R. Trett, Voucher 1

    25.00

W. E. Hill, v. 2

    12.50

T. D. Latimer, v. 3

    12.50

A. B. Coit, v. 4

    18.75

H. C. Smith, v. 5

    25.00

B. H. Pendleton, v. 6

    50.00
Total



  143.75
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Disbursed as follows 4th quarter of 1899

J. R. Trett, v. 7


    25.00

J. W. Moseley, Jr., v. 8
    18.75

A. B. Coit, v. 9

    18.75

T. D. Latimer, v. 10

    12.50

W. E. Hill, v. 11

    12.50




  $87.50

Whole amount disbursed as per vouchers:
$231.25

Check forwarded to Rev. T. D. Latimer
    43.75

Money on hand for Meridian Presbytery
    43.75


              For Tombeckbee Presbytery     37.50
Total





$356.25








J. E. Jones, Chairman & Treas.








Home Mission Committee.

The report was adopted by Presbytery.

On motion the $37.50 balance due Tombeckbee Pres., on an equal division, [was] left in hands of Rev. J. E. Jones to use at his discretion.

A special committee, Rev. T. D. Latimer, chairman, reporting, recommending the enrol​lment of Rev. M. J. McLean and Rev. B. F. Peters, D.D., whose names had been inad​vertently omitted by the Synod, in this new Presbytery.

A letter of sympathy to Rev. M. J. McLean was reported by Rev. W. E. Hill. It was ap​proved and Presbytery engaged in prayer for him.

A letter in response to one addressed to the Presbytery by Rev. J. E. Jones was reported by Rev. W. E. Hill. It was approved and ordered sent to him. 








Recess was taken at 11 a.m.







        Presbytery was called to order at 2 p.m.

Calls from Friendship and Oak Grove Churches for the pastoral services of Rev. D. M. Armentrout, each for one-fourth of his time were read and referred to the Com. on Bills and Overtures.

A letter from Rev. B. F. Peters was read giving
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reasons for his non-attendance and asking that application be made for his benefit- to the amount of one hundred and fifty dollars to the Relief Fund. The letter was referred to the Committee on Leave of Absence and on Relief Fund.

Reports were received on Sessional records as follows:

Pleasant Springs
Exception
Not paged.

Bloomfield

Approved

Wahalak

Exception
Congregational business recorded with [Session’s].

Friendship

Approved

Wahalak Station
Exception
Christian names of elders not given.

Louisville

Exception
Not paged. Has not been before Pres. since 1894.

Okolona

Approved

Binnsville

Approved

Knox


Exception
Congregational business in body of Minutes.

Hamilton

Approved

Macon


Exception
Has not been before Presbytery since 1898.

Oak Grove

Approved.







      A. H. Barkley, Chm Com. on Ses. Rec.

Adopted.

Revision of Standing Rules was taken up, pending which the order of the day was called.

The following paper was adopted: “’Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, to visit the fatherless and the widows in their affliction and to keep himself unstained from the world.’ We the members of this Presbytery hereby express our grati​tude to God for having put it into the heart of our beloved brother W. S. Jacobs and others to establish the Palmer Orphanage. We give thanks to the Lord for the marks of success of this work under its present management and we heartily commend it to the sympathy and earnest cooperation of our people.”








W. E. Hill, Chairman.

 [15]

On motion a Permanent Committee on Palmer Orphanage was appointed with the fol​lowing instructions: “The Presbytery instructs the Permanent Committee on Palmer Or​phan​age to make every effort to get a contribution for this cause from each Church and Sunday School of the Presbytery. It further recommends that the National Thanksgiving Day be used as far as possible for a day of worshiping God with our substance for benefit of Palmer Orphanage.”

Consideration of Revision of Standing Rules was taken up and suspended temporarily.

The following report of the Committee on Narrative was read, approved and ordered sent to the General Assembly: “Your Com. on Narrative beg leave to report that of the twenty-six churches within the bounds of Tombeckbee Presbytery, eighteen have sent up narra​tives and reports.

(1) With two or three exceptions, attendance upon the services of the sanctuary is re​ported from fairly good to very good.

(2) All, with one exception, report family worship neglected.

(3) Nearly all send up a gratifying report as to the proper observance of the Lord’s day.

(4) That in most of our Sabbath schools and families the children are being trained in the Scriptures and in the Catechism.

(5) Four churches report a lack of fidelity in worshiping the Lord with their substance, the others report a reasonable faithfulness of God’s people in this respect.

(6) Nine churches report Pastor’s salary paid in full, four that salaries have not been paid in full, two report that no definite amount promised and the others did not answer the question at all.

(7) About half of our churches report a gratifying evidence of spiritual life and growth.

(8) We are glad to note that nearly all of the churches report that
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conformity to the world does not exist to any great degree.

(9) Only two churches report evangelistic work outside of their own bounds.

Your committee desire to call attention to the appalling neglect of family worship as re​ported by nearly all of the churches and recommend that Presbytery urge all our pastors and sessions to use all legitimate means to bring about an improvement in this matter.”








E. H. Gregory, Chairman.

First order of the day for to-morrow: Revision of the Standing Rules of Presbytery. Committee on Standing Rules: T. D. Latimer, Chm., J. D. Hutchinson, W. E. Hill, J. W. Moseley, Jr., and A. H. Barkley.

Second order of the day: Report of Home Mission Committee.

Committee of Bills and Overtures reported, recommending that Oak Grove and Friend​ship Churches be permitted to prosecute the call for the pastoral services of Rev. D. M. Armentrout. Received and docketed.

At 5 p.m., Presbytery adjourned to meet tomorrow morning at 9 a.m., and closed with prayer by Rev. E. H. Gregory.








3rd Day.

Devotional exercises were conducted by J. D. Hutchinson. Presbytery was opened with prayer by J. B. Perkins. The roll was called. The minutes were read, corrected and ap​proved.

A delayed [?] communication was received from Rev. A. B. Coit and referred to Com. on Invalid Fund.

A telegram announcing the dismission of Rev. D. M. Armentrout from North Mississippi Presbytery to this was received and read. Presbytery then proceeded to his examination on experimental religion, theology and church government. These being sustained as sat​is​factory and he having signed the covenant and obligation, his name was enrolled as a  member
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of this Presbytery and the Moderator extended to him the right hand of fellowship.

By general consent, having the report of the Home Mission Com. was made the first or​der of the day, and the report was taken up after reading, seriatim, during [?] which re​cess was taken.

After recess additional reports were made on sessional records as follows: Bethel, Co​lum​bus, Aberdeen, Starkville, West Point and Buena Vista were approved.

Treasurer’s report on Presbyterial Tax and also on Commissioner’s Fund was read and referred to the Auditing Committee:

Treasurer’s Report on Commissioner’s Fund

Wahalak
1.00

Wahalak Station
1.00

Knox 

2.00

Friendship
2.00

Binnsville

1.00

Columbus
7.50

Starkville
5.00

Okolona

3.00

Crawford
1.00

Buena Vista
1.00

Aberdeen

3.00

West Point
4.00

Pleasant Sprs
  .65

Hamilton

1.50

DeKalb
1.50

Louisville
1.00

Bloomfield

1.00

Oak Grove
1.50

Bethel

1.50

Macon


3.00












Total
          43.50

Paid Ministerial Commissioner 21.57; Paid Elder Commissioner 21.57
          43.15

Balance on hand, see report page 8






3.67

Binnsville
2.80
Wahalak   2.50      Knox 11.00       Macon     4.50
          20.80
Total









          24.47








A. H. Barkley, Treas.

The following report on Education was made
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and adopted: “Your Committee on Education would report that of the twenty-six churches within the bounds of our Presbytery only 10 are reported by the former chairman as hav​ing contributed to this important cause, viz.: 

Bloomfield
  .86

Starkville
20.76

Louisville
  2.40

Macon

3.00

Aberdeen 
15.41   
Bethel 

  4.50

West Point  
2.10

Buena Vista  
  2.75

Louisville 
  1.40

Knox

4.20









Total

57.38

We have two candidates for the ministry under our care at this time, T. T. Kimbrough at Columbia Seminary and H. M. Jenkins rec’d at this Presbytery.








E. H. Gregory, Chairman.

The resignation of the pastorate in Macon Church was tendered by Rev. T. D. Latimer. The report of the congregational meeting acquiescing in the request for the dissolution of this relation was read by Mr. Hauenstein the Elder from this Church. After remarks from Mr. Latimer as to his reasons for this step, the vote was put, the request was granted, and the pastoral relation was dissolved. Rev. H. R. Raymond was directed to declare the pul​pit vacant tomorrow morning.

Rev. T. D. Latimer asked permission to labor without our bounds until the next meeting of Presbytery which was granted.

The report of the Com. on Sabbath Schools and Young People’s Societies was read, re​ceived and approved and the tabulated statement directed to be forwarded to the Gen. Assembly.

The report of the Special Committee to raise funds to supplement the salary of Rev. E. H. Gregory was read and received. The diligence of the committee was commended.

Scooba was selected as the place for the Fall meeting of Presbytery. For time see Stand​ing Rules.

Commissioners to the General Assembly were elected:

Principal
Rev. T. D. Latimer


Alternate: Rev. J. W. Moseley, Jr.

Principal
Elder D. McCarley


Alternate: Elder W. A. Marion.
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The Com. on Bills and Overtures reported recommending that the Churches of Houston and Buena Vista be permitted to employ Rev. A. H. Barkley each for one-fourth of his time, at one hundred dollars each. Adopted.

The unfinished business was taken up. The Report of the Home Mission Com. After hav​ing been considered seriatim, it was adopted as a whole, and is as follows: We rec​om​mend the grouping of the churches as follows:

(1) DeKalb, Bloomfield, Pleasant Springs and Louisville. And we recommend that Rev. W. E. Hill take oversight of the Carolina Church temporarily until the committee investi​gate the field and if the way be clear put a man in it.

(2) Scooba (Knox) Binnsville, Wahalak Church, and Wahalak Station.

(3) Macon, Crawford, Center Point and Bethel.

(4) Starkville.

(5) Columbus.

(6) West Point, Unity and Osborne.

(7) Aberdeen and Hamilton.

(8) Okolona.

(9) Oak Grove and Friendship.

(10) Buena Vista and Houston.

(1) The committee recommend that the salary of Rev. W. E. Hill be supplemented $50.00 per year, payable quarterly.

(2) That Rev. J. W. Moseley be supplemented with $56.25 payable as follows $18.75 for first quarter, and $12.50 for 2nd, 3rd and 4th quarters.

(3) The committee in answer to the communication from the Secretary of Assembly’s Home Mission Com., relative to the 20th Century Fund recommend that the pastors of Tombeckbee Presbytery be requested to present this
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cause to their people. The committee beg leave to present the following statement. We have received of Rev. J. E. Jones, former chairman of the Home Mission Committee of Tombeckbee Presbytery $43.75, which has been disbursed as follows:

Rev. T. D. Latimer


$12.50

Rev. W. E. Hill


  12.50

Rev. J. W. Moseley, Jr.

  18.75

Total




$43.75








G. A. Strickland, Chairman.

The calls from Oak Grove and Friendship Churches were taken from the docket and on motion were placed in the hands of Rev. D. M. Armentrout.

The Statistical Report was submitted, approved and ordered to be forwarded to the Gen​eral Assembly.

The report of the Auditing Com., approving statements of Rev. A. H. Barkley as to Pres​byterial Tax and Commissioners Fund (see page 17), were received and adopted.

The following resolution instructing the Permanent Committee on Sabbath Schools and Young People’s Societies was adopted: “The chairman of the Permanent Com. on S.S. and Y.P.S. is instructed to write the clerks of the various sessions and urge them to be more zealous in organizing Sunday Schools and Young People’s Societies and in their supervision of those already organized, the sessions should elect the superintendents of Sunday schools and have them under their closest control. Where the present superin​tendent is inefficient he should be removed.”

The Standing Rules were taken up, seriatim, amended and adopted and then adopted as a whole. See page 401. 

The following report from the Committee on the Invalid Fund was read and adopted. “The Com. on Invalid Fund report that Rev. B. F. Peters asks for $150.00, Rev. M. J. Mc​Lean
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asks for $150.00 and Mrs. O. H. P. Smyth asks for $50.00. Committee recommends that permission be granted to ask Dr. Craig for these amounts.








H. S. Gilleylen, Chm.

Rev. D. M. Armentrout was permitted to retain the calls to Oak Grove and Friendship until the Fall meeting of Presbytery. On motion Rev. D. M. Armentrout was permitted to labor as Stated Supply of these churches until the Fall meeting of Presbytery at one hun​dred and fifty dollars each.

On motion 500 copies of the Standing Rules were directed to be printed under the direc​tion of the Stated Clerk, the bill to be paid by the Treasurer.

The Com. on Leave of Absence reported as follows: Leave of absence is called for by the following representatives for good excuse, Wm Kellis, M. H. Warren, J. T. Williams, J. C. Crosby and Wm A. Perrin.








E. A. Strickland, Chm.

Report received and granted.

The Statistical Report was submitted. It was received, adopted and the Stated Clerk was directed to complete as far as practicable and forward it to the Gen. Assembly.

A vote of thanks was adopted. It was directed to be read from the pulpit of the Presby​terian Church in the morning and published in the town papers.








H. R. Raymond, Moderator.








W. E. Hill, Clerk

Attest:

Jno. W. Moseley, Jr., S. C.
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West Point, Miss., June 10, 1900

Presbytery met in special meeting by call of Moderator according to book, Sec. IV, article 79 for the following purposes: “To receive candidate D. H. Ogden from the Pres​bytery of New Orleans, license, ordain and install him pastor of Columbus Church, and to receive Mr. A. Pickens Watson under care of Presbytery.

Presbytery was called to order and opened with prayer by Rev. T. D. Latimer at 12 m. in the absence of the Moderator, Rev. H. R. Raymond.

Following ministers and elders found present during session: Rev. G. A. Strickland, Rev. T. D. Latimer, Rev. E. H. Gregory, Rev. J. W. Moseley, Jr., and Rev. H. R. Raymond; and Elders D. McCarley, Okolona; J. P. Unger, West Point; J. A. Wilson, Columbus; and J. B. Pickens, Starkville.

Rev. D. A. Planck of the Presbytery of Tuskaloosa was invited to sit as a corresponding member.







           Recess was taken until 2 o’clock p.m.








Afternoon Session

Presbytery reconvened at 2 o’clock. By common consent the minutes of Spring meeting of Presbytery were not read.

On motion the examination of Candidate D. H. Ogden was proceeded with , although the papers dismissing him from New Orleans Presbytery were not at hand, having been inad​vertently left in Columbus.

The candidate was examined on the following parts and passed: Experimental Religion, Hebrew, Greek, Mental Philosophy, Logic, Rhetoric, Ethics, Natural and Exact Sciences, Natural and Revealed Theology, Ecclesiastical History, Sacraments and
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Church Government. On motion, [the candidate’s] Latin thesis referred to rev. H. R. Raymond and the Greek exegesis referred to Rev. J. W. Moseley, Jr.

On motion the first order of Wednesday morning was set apart for the examination and reception of Mr. A. Pickens Watson as a candidate for the Gospel Ministry.

Adjourned until 8 o’clock.








Closed with prayer.








Wednesday Morning Session

Presbytery opened with prayer. Roll called. Minutes read and approved. 

Mr. A. P. Watson, a member of the Starkville Church was introduced and examined on Experimental Religion and motive for entering the ministry. On motion the examination was sustained and he was taken under care of Presbytery as a candidate for the Gospel Ministry.

The report of the Committee on Latin thesis and Greek exegesis was received, adopted and sustained as part of trial of Candidate Ogden.

The popular lecture of Candidate Ogden was heard and sustained. The sermon was preached and sustained.

The examination for licensure was approved as a whole.

The Moderator propounded the questions which were answered affirmatively. After prayer Candidate Ogden was licensed by the Presbytery as a probationer for the Gospel Ministry.

The call of Columbus Church for Licentiate Ogden having been examined and approved his call at
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the Presbytery at Macon, it was now placed in his hands. He accepted the call.

On motion, Rev. H. R. Raymond, Rev. E. H. Gregory, Rev. T. D. Latimer, Rev. J. W. Moseley, Jr., and Elder J. A. Wilson were appointed a commission to ordain and install Licentiate D. H. Ogden.

The following motion was carried: “Whereas all the trials necessary for ordination have already, at this meeting, been passed upon and approved for D. H. Ogden’s licensure, it was ordered that the same be accepted for his ordination.”

Minutes were read and approved. Presbytery adjourned.








H. R. Raymond, Moderator.

Attest:

Jno. W. Moseley, Jr., Stated Clerk
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Scooba, Miss., Oct 4, 1900

The Presbytery of Tombeckbee [met] at 11 o’clock. The opening sermon was preached by the retiring Moderator, Rev. H. R. Raymond, D.D.: Text—John 3:6. After the sermon the Presbytery was constituted with prayer. The roll was made as follows:

Ministers: Revs. E. H. Gregory, H. R. Raymond, Jno. W. Moseley, A. H. Barkley, T. D. Latimer, and D. H. Ogden.

Ruling Elders:

Dr J. D. Hutchinson


Columbus

W. J. Stockett



Okolona

J. C. Breckinridge


Pleasant Springs

H. Woods, Jr.



Knox

A. M. Moseley


Binnsville.

Dr. J. D. Hutchinson was elected Moderator. Rev. Dunbar H. Ogden was elected Temp​orary Clerk. Ruling Elder W. J. Stockett was elected Reading Clerk.








Recess was taken until 2:30 p.m.

After recess, minutes of last regular meeting and the called meeting were read. The Stand​ing Rules of Presbytery were read. 

On motion it was ordered that record be made in our minutes of salaries of Revs. A. H. Barkley and D. M. Armentrout, omitted in minutes of last meeting. Rev. A. H. Barkley from Buena Vista and Houston, $100 each; Rev. D. M. Armentrout from Oak Grove and Friendship $150 each.

Additional enrollment as follows: Ministers—Revs D. M. Armentrout and G. A. Strick​land.

Ruling Elders:

J. A. McRae



Bloomfield

Dr. J. D. Murdock


Buena Vista

L. D. McDowell


Starkville

S. B. Acton



Oak Grove

L. T. Carlisle



West Point.

Reasons for absence from opening of
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Presbytery were given by Revs D. M. Armentrout and G. A. Strickland, which were ac​cepted.

Announcement of Standing Committees as follows:

Bills and Overtures: H. R. Raymond, T. D. Latimer and J. C. Breckenridge.

Judicial: A. H. Barkley, D. H. Ogden and W. J. Stockett.

Narrative: E. H. Gregory, A. M. Moseley and S. B. Aston.

Statistical Report and Systematic Beneficence: H. Woods, Jr., and L. D. McDowell.

Auditing: L. T. Carlisle, H. Woods, Jr., and H. Woods, Jr.

Presbyterial Sermon and Essay: H. R. Raymond and L. T. Carlisle.

Leave of Absence: T. D. Latimer, D. M. Armentrout and J. A. McRae.

Assessment: A. H. Barkley and L. D. McDowell.

Reading of Communications, first order of business. Letter from Rev. J. B. Shearer, D.D., Chairman of Assembly’s Committee on Church and Christian Education was read and referred to Permanent Committee on Education. Letter from Rev. T. H. Laws in regard to American Bible Society work was read. It was ordered that a Permanent Committee on Bible Society be appointed and that this letter be referred to it. Letter from Rev. B. F. Peters, D.D., giving reasons for absence was read and sustained.

By consent the Minutes of the Assembly for Presbytery consideration were docketed.

Communication from West Point in regard to purchase of school was referred to Perma​nent Committee on Education.

Circular issued by Rev. S. C. Caldwell, D.D., on Chandler Building Fund was read and referred to Permanent Committee on Home Missions.

On motion, Rev. A. H. Barkley was appointed to formulate an expression on the “foot​notes
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question” to be submitted to Presbytery.

On motion it was decided to hear Presbyterial Sermon by Rev. E. H. Gregory to-night and that recess be taken until 7:30 p.m.








After recess.

The Presbyterial Sermon upon the subject, “Infant Salvation,” was preached by Rev. E. H. Gregory. Discussion of sermon was made the first order of the day in the morning. 

Discussion of Hymn Book made first order of business after noon recess.

11 o’clock Friday morning set as time of hearing Dr. J. D. Murdock’s Essay on Presby​ter​ian Polity.

In view of the 11 o’clock morning services, the half-hour devotional services were sus​pended.

Presbytery adjourned until 9 a.m. 







Closed with prayer by Rev. A. H. Barkley.








Second Day

Presbytery called to order at 9 a.m. Opened with prayer by Rev. W. E. Hill. Rev. W. E. Hill enrolled and reason for tardiness sustained.

Permanent Committee on American Bible Society announced as follows as follows: Rev. W. E. Hill, Jr., J. C. Breckinridge and J. Adcock.

Minutes of yesterday’s meeting were read and approved.

Second order of business for afternoon was made the “Discussion of State of Religion.”

Communication from Bethel Church was read asking permission to employ Rev. T. D. Latimer for one-half of his time at a salary of $300 per year was read.
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The Committee on Home Missions was given authority to adjust the Macon group for the next 12 months. 

Statement was made that Osborn Church requested permission to retain Rev. E. H. Gregory for another year at a salary of $100.

The Bethel and Osborn requests were referred to Committee on Home Missions.

Overture of Rev. W. E. Hill asking to be relieved of pastoral oversight of Louisville was read and referred to Committee on Home Missions. 

The Presbyterial Sermon on Infant Salvation was discussed in open session and Presby​tery directed the Stated Clerk to send [the sermon] to the S.W. Presbyterian and Christian Observer for publication.

The following report of Home Mission Committee on Chandler Building Fund reported and adopted: “Your committee begs leave to submit the following report in reference to the Chandler Church Builders Fund, we recommend that it be brought before the churches of Tombeckbee Presbytery by their pastors and that they be urged to make a freewill offering to this worthy cause, that God’s name may be honored in the destitute places of the earth.”








G. A. Strickland, Chm.

The following report of the Committee on Education was made and adopted: “Your com​mittee to whom was referred the communication from Rev. Dr. J. B. Shearer on Church and Christian Education would recommend that the Assembly’s action with reference to this matter be endorsed and that a Permanent Committee on Church and Christian Educa​tion be appointed by this body.”








E. H. Gregory, Chm.

The following report of Rev. A. H. Barkley [wording which follows is garbled]
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a committee of our on an overture to General Assembly in regard to Footnotes was made and adopted: “The Presbytery of Tombeckbee would respectfully overture the General Assembly to reconsider the action of last Assembly making a footnote of its interpre​tation on the subject of infant salvation.”

The following report of commission appointed to install and ordain Licentiate D. H. Ogden was made and approved: “The commission, Rev’ds H. R. Raymond, T. D. Lati​mer, E. H. Gregory, Jno. W. Moseley, Jr., and Ruling Elder J. A. Wilson appointed by Pres​bytery at West Point to ordain and install Licentiate Dunbar Hunt Ogden met in Columbus Church July 18, 1900. The presiding minister Rev. H. R. Raymond preached the sermon and propounded the questions. Rev. Jno. W. Moseley, Jr., charged the pastor. Rev. E. H. Gregory charged the people. Rev. T. D. Latimer made the ordaining prayer, after which the licentiate was ordained to the full work of the Gospel Ministry and installed pastor of the Columbus Church.







John W. Moseley, Jr., Clerk of Commission.

After a five minute recess, the Presbyterial Essay was delivered by Ruling Elder J. D. Murdock on “The Polity of the Presbyterian Church.”








Recess was taken until 2 p.m.








After Recess.

The following Permanent Com. on Church and Education was appointed: Rev’ds Jno. W. Moseley, Jr., Chairman, E. H. Gregory, D. H. Ogden and Ruling Elders J. B. Perkins and H. S. Gilleylen.
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The Hymn Book question was discussed and the following ad interim committee was appointed according to the instructions of General Assembly: Rev. T. D. Latimer and El​ders L. T. Carlisle and H. Woods, Jr.

Rev. A. H. Barkley offered an overture to Synod in regard to Lauderdale Church. It was referred to Committee on Bills and Overtures.

Second order of the day was taken up. The Free Conversation on the State of Religion in our bounds. After some discussion it was suspended and recommendation from General Assembly on Sabbath Schools was read.

The overture from the Assembly on quorum of Synod was read and answered negatively.

Presbytery on motion ordered the reading of the Assembly’s pastoral letter in all the churches.

Free Conversation on Religion was taken up and completed.

The committee on Sermon and Essay made the following report: Sermon I Pet. 2:24. “Vicarious Atonement.” D. H. Ogden; alternate, Jno. W. Moseley Jr. Essay: “Christian Per​fection.” A. T. Dent; J. P. Unger, alternate. It was approved.

The Committee on Bills and Overtures recommended the adoption of the following over​ture of Rev. A. H. Barkley to Synod in regard to the Lauderdale Church: “Whereas the Lauderdale Church by communication requested the Presbytery of Tombeckbee to over​ture the Synod of Mississippi to reconsider its action at its last meeting placing said church under the care of Meridian Presbytery and whereas the
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Presbytery deemed it due the Meridian Presbytery that no action be had by this body until the Meridian Presbytery was heard from and whereas the Presbytery of Meridian at its last meeting decided to acquiesce in the wishes of Lauderdale Church: Therefore Re​sol​ved that the Presbytery of Tombeckbee does hereby overture the Synod of Missis​sippi to transfer the Lauderdale Church from the boundaries of Meridian Presby​tery to that of Tombeckbee in accord with wishes of said church. The report was received and adopted.

Standing Rule as to the time of meeting of Presbytery was suspended for the Spring meet​​ing of Presbytery and the time placed at 7:30 p.m., Wednesday instead of 11 a.m. Thursday before the first full moon in April.

Suggestion of General Assembly as to holding of Sunday School Institute was accepted.

Mr. W. T. Caldwell, superintendent of Palmer Orphanage addressed the body upon invi​tation.

Permanent Committee of Sunday School work was requested to make all arrangements necessary to the holding of a Sunday School Institute and report at this meeting of Pres​by​tery.

The thanks of Presbytery were extended to Dr. J. D. Murdock for his essay and approved of his fidelity in discharge of duty.

Presbytery adjourned to meet at 9 a.m. tomorrow.






Session closed with prayer by Rev. H. R. Raymond.
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Third Day

Presbytery was called to order at 9 a.m., and opening prayer was offered by Rev. G. A. Strickland. Minutes of yesterday’s meetings were read and approved.

The following report of Committee on Narrative was made and approved and ordered sent to Synod: “Your Committee on Narrative would report that while many of our churches are not represented, yet that the reports that have come up from the churches with reference to the state of religion within the bounds of Presbytery are in the main gratifying. With few exceptions they report good attendance upon the services of the sanct​uary, and a few report a marked increase of attendance at the Prayer-meeting ser​vices. Nearly all send up an encouraging report with reference to the condition of Sab​bath schools. One manse has been erected and one purchased during the year and our people as a whole manifest a disposition to contribute of their substance to the Lord’s work. One church has been organized at Enondale and several report special services with some accessions. We regret to have to report, however, that there is large room for improve​ment in the spiritual condition of some of our congregations.”








E. H. Gregory, Chairman.

The ad interim Committee on Hymn Book was instructed to call upon the Treasurer for expenses incurred. 

The following report of Committee on Assessment was made and adopted. Assessment for Commissioners Fund for 1900: Columbus $7.50. Okolona 3.00. DeKalb 1.50. Louis​ville 1.00. Bloomfield 1.00. Pleasant Springs 1.00. Oak Grove 2.00. Friendship 2.00. West Point 2.00. Osborn 1.00. Unity 1.00. Starkville 5.00. Knox 2.00. Wahalak 1.00. Binnsville 1.00. Houston 1.00. Buena Vista 1.00. Macon 3.00. Bethel 1.50. Crawford 1.00. Aberdeen 3.00. Hamilton 1.50. 
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Carolina 2.00. Amory, Enondale, Center Point 1.00. Wahalak Sta. 1.00.








A. H. Barkley, Chairman.

The Committee on Sabbath Schools made a report on Institute work which was not adopted and the whole matter of Institute was recommitted with instruction to report at Spring meeting of Presbytery.

The report of Evangelist Spurlin in regard to organization of Enondale Church to be cal​led “Raymond Chapel” was received and adopted. The church was ordered enrolled.

The following report of Committee on Home Missions was adopted after discussion and amendment. “Your committee beg leave to submit the following report. That Rev. T. D. Latimer be permitted to supply Bethel Church for the next twelve months, at a salary of $300.00 for one-half his time. 

2nd. That after the visit of Evangelist Spurlin to Philadelphia, Louisville and other nearby points, if the way be clear, the following groupings be made: 

     1. Louisville, Bogue Chitto, Philadelphia and Carolina. 

     2. Pleasant Springs, Bloomfield, DeKalb and Enondale.

3rd. That Crawford be added to West Point group and that it and Unity get six Sundays a year each.

4th. That the Home Mission Committee be directed to pay the West Point group $50.00 a year or so much thereof as to make the salary $750.00.

5th. That there has been received from the Synodical Treasurer the sum of seventy-five dollars which has been disbursed as follows:

J. W. Moseley, Jr., Voucher 1

$18.75

W. E. Hill, v. 2


  12.50

J. W. Moseley, Jr., v. 3

  12.50

W. E. Hill, v. 4


  12.50





  50.25

On hand 18.75.








G. A. Strickland, Chm.
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Osborn was given permission to employ Rev. E. H. Gregory for another year at salary of $100.00.

Rev. D. M. Armentrout was permitted to retain the calls of Oak Grove and Friendship Churches until the next meeting of Presbytery.

Recess was taken until after 11 o’clock services.








After Recess.

On motion Presbytery voted to change from Synodical to Presbyterial Home Mission work at the end of Synodical year. The entire charge of Home Mission work was placed in the hands of Committee on Home Missions and the chairman of that committee be made Treasurer.

The report of Treasurer was made and was referred to Auditing Committee.

The Auditing Committee reported back the following report of Treasurer which was adopted. I herewith submit my books containing amounts received and disbursed with vouchers therefore since April 14, 1900:

Amt. on hand per last report

24.47


Disbursed

Houston



  2.05

Printing Standing Rules
2.75

Crawford



    .50

Tax, Fees, Postage

  .06

Binnsville



  2.20

Synod Assessment (1900)     15.00

Columbus



15.00

Tax, Fees, Postage

  .14

West Point



  4.00

Stated Clerk’s salary
           15.00

Starkville



  8.00

Expenses office

 1.66

Oak Grove (S. D. Aston)

    .50

Balance on hand
           27.56
Bethel




  3.20




           62.17

Pleasant Springs


    .95

Buena Vista



  1.30





62.17

Commissioners Fund returned by Rev. T. D. Latimer 11.37.








A. H. Barkley, Treas.
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The report of delinquent churches was made by Treasurer and ordered filed.

The report of Committee on Leave of Absence was made and adopted.

A rising vote of thanks to pastor and people of Knox Church and the good people of the community was taken.

The following committee on formal resolution of thanks was appointed: Revs. A. H. Bark​ley and D. H. Ogden.

Minutes were read and approved. Motion was made to adjourn to meet in an adjourned meeting at Synod if necessary upon call of Moderator. Rev. A. H. Barkley offered prayer and pronounced the benediction.







J. D. Hutchinson, Moderator.







D. H. Ogden, Temporary Clerk.

Attest: 

Jno. W. Moseley, Jr., S. C.

I certify that these records were presented to Synod at Hattiesburg, Miss, and that they were referred to a committee and reported for approval with exceptions which were not entered as required through mistake of committee.







J. H. Nall, Moderator.
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Starkville, Miss., Mch 27, 1901

Presbytery met at 7:30 p.m. in the Presbyterian Church at Starkville, Miss. By request of the Moderator, Dr. J. D. Hutchinson the opening sermon was preached by Rev. G. A. Strickland of Okolona, Miss. Text: Philippians 1:2, after which Presbytery was consti​tuted with prayer by Rev. A. H. Barkley. The following members were found present and enrolled:

Ministers: 
G. A. Strickland, 



D. M. Armentrout



E. H. Gregory,




H. R. Raymond



J. W. Moseley, Jr.,



A. H. Barkley



T. D. Latimer




D. H. Ogden

Elders:

J. D. Hutchinson



Columbus



D. McCarley




Okolona



R. P. Smythe




Louisville



J. C. Breckinridge



Pleasant Springs



T. L. Baker




Oak Grove



S. L. Wilson




Friendship



H. Woods, Jr.




Knox



E. G. Hardie




Bethel



H. S. Gilleylen




Aberdeen



J. T. Williams




Wahalak Station



W. C. Currie




Enondale

Rev. D. H. Ogden was elected Moderator, Rev. E. H. Gregory, Temporary Clerk and El​der D. McCarley, Reading Clerk.

Reverends R. A. Meek, A. P. Sage of the M. E. Church, South, Rev. J H. Zwingli of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church and Rev. M. K. Thornton of the Baptist Church were introduced to Presbytery and invited to sit with it as visiting brethren.

The following Devotional Committee was appointed: Rev. H. R. Raymond and Elders C. Bardwell and J. D. Hutchinson.
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Presbytery adjourned with prayer to meet at 9 a.m., Thursday.








Second Day

Presbytery met at 9 a.m. and after spending one-half hour in devotional exercises re​sumed business.

The following representatives were enrolled: Dr. J. T. Murdock, Buena Vista; J. E. Love, Osborn; and C. Bardwell, Starkville.





The minutes of Evening session were read and approved. The minutes of Fall meeting of Presbytery at Scooba were read. The Standing Rules of Presbytery were read.

The Moderator announced the Standing Committees as follows:

Bills and Overtures: J. D. Hutchinson, G. A. Strickland and T. D. Latimer.

Judicial: A. H. Barkley, S. L. Wilson and W. C. Currie.

Narrative: D. M. Armentrout, H. Woods Jr., and d. McCarley.

Statistical and Systematic Beneficence: R. P. Smythe, E. G. Hardy and H. S. Gilleylen.

Auditing: S. L. Wilson, T. Z. Baker and R. P. Smythe.

Devotional: H. R. Raymond, C. Bardwell, and J. D. Hutchinson.

Presbyterial Sermon and Essay: T. D. Latimer, J. C. Breckinridge and J. T.  Murdock.

Sabbath Schools and Young People’s Societies: J. W. Moseley, Jr., J. D. Hutchinson

   and H. Woods, Jr.

Leave of Absence: G. A. Strickland, J. W. Moseley, Jr., and [illegible name].

Sessional Records: T. D. Latimer, S. L. Wilson and E. G. Hardie.

Commissioners Fund: A. H. Barkley and W. C. Currie.

Sabbath Observance: S. L. Wilson and H. R. Raymond.

A call from the Aberdeen Church for the pastoral services of Rev. J. D. Wilson for three-fourths of his time was referred to the Committee of Bills and Overtures with request that they report on same at earliest possible date.

It was ordered that the Communion Service be held tomorrow morning at 11 a.m.
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The reading of Narratives was made the first order of the day at the afternoon session.

The report of churches as to fidelity in meeting expenses of representatives to church courts was ordered to be given in connection with reading of narratives.

A communication on Sabbath observance from Rev. Jas Stacy was received and referred to a committee to be appointed by the Moderator.

Communication from Crawford and Carolina Churches received and referred to the Home Mission Committee.

The following report of the Committee on Education was received and adopted:

“Tombeckbee Presbytery has three candidates for the ministry under its care, viz.: Mr. A. P. Watson at S.W.P. University, Mr. H. M. Jenkins at King College and Mr. T. T. Kim​brough at Columbia Seminary. (2) Very favorable reports have been received in regard to these young men. (3) During the past year the Assembly Committee has appro​pri​ated for the assistance of these candidates seventy-five dollars each. (4) The following churches have contributed to this cause the following amounts: Unity 1.30, Bloomfield 2.98, De​Kalb 2.30, Buena Vista 2.50, Wahalak 7.05, Columbus 41.16, Osborn 1.55, Louisville 1.70, Knox 3.33, West Point 6.50. Total 70.37. (5) The following churches are repre​sented as not giving to this cause: Friendship, Houston, Oak Grove, Pleasant Springs, Ab​er​deen, Hamilton, Bethel, Macon, Lauderdale, Starkville, Okolona, Amory, Center Point and Crawford. (6) We regret to note in this connection that there has been a decline in the number of candidates for the ministry during the past year. (7) In view of this de​cline and also of the fact that only about two-fifths of the churches within the bounds of this Pres​bytery contribute to this work we recommend that Presbytery urge the im​por​tance of arousing a deeper interest in this great cause.”








E. H. Gregory, Chairman.

Rev. J. W. Moseley, Jr., preached from John 10:30, after which recess was taken until 2:30 p.m.
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Afternoon, 2nd Day

Rev. J. M. Batte of Chickasaw Presbytery was introduced and invited to sit as a cor​res​ponding member.

The committee on Bills and Overtures reported favorably on the calls from the Aberdeen Church for the pastoral services of Rev. J. D. Wilson of the Presbytery of Western Dis​trict and recommended that a committee be appointed to prosecute said call before his Presbytery, said committee to be composed of H. S. Gilleylen, J. W. Howard and A. C. Lowe.

The order of the day was then taken up and narratives from the churches were read and reports of churches on payment of expenses to church courts heard.

The Presbytery heard the report of Elder D. McCarley with reference to his attendance upon the last meeting of the General Assembly.

The election of commissioners to the General Assembly was made the first order of the day for to-morrow (Friday) morning.

The selection of a place for the next [meeting] of Presbytery was made the second order of the day tomorrow.

An oral report from the Committee on Invalid Fund was heard.

Rev. Junius Batte of Pontotoc was heard with reference to the consolidation of Tom​beckbee and Chickasaw Presbyteries. A committee consisting of Dr. H. R. Raymond, Rev. A. H. Barkley and Elders J. T. Murdock, H. Woods, Jr., and S. L. Wilson was appointed to consider this matter and report on same to this meeting of Presbytery.

The ad interim Committee on Hymn Book made the following report which was adopted: “Your Committee on the Hymn Book would report that it met in the city of Columbus on January 3, 1901
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and after considering the criticisms forwarded to the committee and carefully examining the hymns reported by the Assembly’s Committee formulated their criticisms and for​warded them to the Assembly’s Committee at Athens, Ga.”








T. D. Latimer, Chairman.

It was ordered that the matter of recommending to Synod the adoption of the Chickasaw Female College as a Synodical school be referred to the Special Committee on Consoli​dation of Presbyteries.

Elder H. S. Gilleylen was instructed to request the Assembly Committee on Invalid Fund, that they appropriate one hundred dollars to the widow of the late Rev. W. E. Hill.

Rev. B. F. Peters was enrolled and his reasons for delay sustained.

Rev. D. M. Armentrout, Rev. J. W. Moseley, Jr., and Rev. B. F. Peters were appointed a committee to draft resolutions on the death of the late Rev. W. E. Hill.







Presbytery took recess until 7:30 p.m.

Rev. E. H. Gregory preached in the evening from John 18:37-38, after which presbytery adjourned with prayer to meet at 9 o’clock Friday morning.








Third Day

Presbytery met and after spending one-half hour in Devotional Exercises resumed busi​ness.

Elder L. T. Carlisle of the West Point Church was enrolled.

Minutes of Thursday’s session were read and approved. 

Rev. G. A. Strickland and Elder J. T. Hutchinson were elected commissioners to the General Assembly, with Rev. J. W. Moseley, Jr., and Elder H. Woods, Jr., as alternates.

Friendship Church was selected as the place for the Fall meeting of Presbytery.
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The following report of the Committee on Sabbath School Institute was received and adopted: The last Gen. Assembly of our Church held in the City of Atlanta in May 1900 recommended “that there shall be held in connection with or under the direction of the Presbytery at least one Sunday School Institute each year in the bounds of every Pres​by​tery, to which delegates shall be elected from each Church and Sunday School and that special prominence shall be given in such Institutes for training teachers for better me​thods of work.” In compliance with this recommendation of the Assembly and in obed​ience to the order of Tombeckbee Presbytery your Committee on Sunday Schools recom​mended that there be held an Institute in the month of October in each year, at the place of the Fall meeting of Presbytery, to begin on the day before said Presbytery’s meet​ing and that the churches and the Sunday schools be urged to appoint one or more repre​sent​atives from each, whose duty it shall be to attend said Institute.

Your committee submit the following order of exercises:

Program of Institute

To be held in Friendship Presbyterian Church

Oct. 23, 1901

9 a.m. 

Prayer. The Election of Officers. Devotional Exercises, by Rev. D. M. Armentrout.

“The Sunday School, a Prime Factor in our Church Work.” Rev. T. D. Latimer.

“The Best Method of Conducting the Sunday School.” Rev. G. A. Strickland.

Discussion.

3 p.m. 

Devotional Exercises by H. S. Gilleylen.

“The Place of the Bible in the Sunday School.” Rev. D. H. Ogden.

Discussion.
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“How to Interest and Instruct the Infant Class.” Rev. J. W. Moseley, Jr.

7 p.m.

Devotional Exercises by Dr. J. T. Murdock.

“How to Train Teachers for the Sunday School Work.” H. S. Gilleylen.

“The Importance of Conducting Teachers’ Meetings.” S. L. Wilson.

Discussion.

Prayer and Benediction.








A. H. Barkley, Chm.








J. T. Murdock.

The following report of Committee on Presbyterial Sermon and Essay was received and adopted: Your Committee on Sermon and Essay for next regular meeting of Presbytery recommend that the Rev. G. A. Strickland preach the sermon. Subject: “The Sabbath,” that Rev. H. R. Raymond deliver the essay. Subject: “What is Presbyterianism?”








T. D. Latimer, Chm.

The following report of Committee on Narrative to the General Assembly was received and adopted. Your Committee on Narrative would respectfully report to Tombeckbee Presbytery in session at Starkville, Miss., March 27-30, 1901.

1. In respect to the attendance upon the services of the sanctuary the majority of the churches report from good to very good.

2. With but few exceptions our churches report great negligence in the observance of fam​ily worship.

3. The observance of the Sabbath Day by members is fairly good among our churches.

4. The training of the children in the Scriptures and catechisms of the Church is fairly good in the Sabbath schools but very much neglected in the homes of our people.

5. From the reports that come into the hands of your com-
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mittee we conclude that the fidelity of our people in worshipping God with their sub​stance has been reasonably good.

6. With few exceptions our ministers’ salaries are reported as paid fully and promptly.

7. From our reports we decide that there has been growth in grace among church mem​bers, but there has been no extraordinary evidence of growth.

8. Quite a number of churches report that worldly conformity does not exist among church members. A few report that it exists to a limited degree.

9. Very few churches report any evangelistic effort outside the bounds of their own con​gregation.

Your committee would recommend that the Presbytery urge all our ministers to preach upon the subject of family worship and the home training of children in the Scriptures and Catechisms of the Church.








D. M. Armentrout, Chm.

The report of the Committee on Sessional Records was received and adopted.

The hour for divine service having arrived, the Rev. A. H. Barkley preached. Afterwards, he administered the Lord’s Supper, assisted by Rev. E. H. Gregory and Rev. J. W. Moseley, Jr.








Afternoon, 3rd Day.

The Report of the Committee on Sabbath Schools was received and adopted.

The calls from the Friendship and Oak Grove Churches were placed in the hands of Rev. D. M. Armentrout at the Fall meeting of Presbytery were returned by him to Presbytery and he was given permission to labor outside the bounds of Presbytery.

The report of the Treasurer on Presbyterial Tax was received and referred to the Auditing Com-
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mittee, as was also his report on Commissioners Fund. 

It was ordered that another rule to be known as Rule 22 be added to the Standing Rules of Presbytery, viz.: “That Presbytery set apart one hour each day of its sessions to the prepa​ration of reports by committees.”

The following report of the committee to which was referred the matter of the consoli​dation of Chickasaw and Tombeckbee Presbyteries was received and adopted. “The Special Committee to consider the address and statements of Rev. Mr. Batte of the Presbytery of Chickasaw would report: 

1. In regard to the wishes of many members of that Presbytery expressed through him that there should be a union between that body and this so as to form a single presbytery. This Presbytery was pleased to hear the remarks of the brother, showing the cordial interest of his Presbytery in ours and appreciate the suggestion made that the Presbytery of Tombeckbee make such overtures as may be necessary to facilitate such a result. This Presbytery, however, feels that it is not wise to take any steps on this subject for the pres​ent.

2. Touching the Chickasaw Female College, presbytery was deeply interested in his account of its success and prospects and it will rejoice in any measures that will bring it more fully before the minds of Presbyterians in this state. We shall hope that if the As​sembly readjusts the lines of our Synod, the claims of Chickasaw Female College shall have all the consideration it seems to deserve as a high class institution of learning.









H. R. Raymond, Chm.

A Committee on Binnsville high School proposition was appointed to direct its report at this meeting of Presbytery.
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The report of the Committee on Young People’s Societies was received and adopted.

The following report of Committee on Christian Education was received and adopted: “Your Committee on Christian Education recommend that the proposition and papers of the West Point school property be referred to the Synodical Committee on Christian Edu​ca​tion.” 








J. W. Moseley, Jr., Chm.

The committee on Binnsville High School property made the following report which was received and adopted: “Your committee having duly considered the facts as placed before them in the matter of the Binnsville High School do respectfully recommend the follow​ing if the way be clear:

1st. That Rev’ds J. W. Moseley, Jr., and J. M. Richardson be appointed a committee to solicit funds for the purchase of the school at Binnsville to be deeded to a board of five directors to be appointed by this Presbytery, consisting of three ministers and two elders, to have and to hold the same in trust in the interest of this Presbytery to be named as follows: Revd’s J. W. Moseley, Jr., T. D. Latimer, D. H. Ogden, Elders H. Woods, Jr., and H. S. Gilleylen.

2nd. That a local Board of Trustees be appointed by the Board of Directors, consisting of five prominent and judicious citizens in that community, three of whom shall be members of the Presbyterian Church who shall have immediate control of the school, subject to the approval of the Presbyterial Board of Directors.








T. D. Latimer, Chm.

                                     H. Woods, Jr., Dr. J. T. Murdock, W. C. Currie and L. T. Carlisle.
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The Auditing Committee reported that the following reports of the Treasurer had been examined and found correct:

Treasurer’s Report

Report on Presbyterial Tax from October 4, 1900 to March 27, 1901. The following is the exhibit of receipts and disbursements:

Balance on hand per last report

27.50

Unity 





  1.00

Osborn





  1.00

Wahalak Sta.




  1.60

Okolona




  4.20

Meridian Presby.



10.50

Columbus, per 1901



15.00

Louisville for 1899-1900


  1.60
Total





62.40

Presby. Publishing Com


  2.50

Presby. Publishing Com.


    .73

P. O. Fees and War Tax


    .10

Rev. J. w. Moseley, Jr., salary

15.00

W. A. Alexander, Assembly Tax

15.15

Ex. Order and War Tax


    .12

Bank discount on Meridian draft

    .15

Postage and stationery for Stated Clerk
  1.50

Postage for six months


    .62

Balance on hand



26.41






62.40

Report on Commissioners’ Fund:

Returned by T. D. Latimer 11.37. DeKalb 1.50. Bloomfield 1.00. Pleasant Springs .70. Columbus 7.50. Knox 2.00. Binnsville 1.00. Wahalak 1.00. Bethel 1.50. Lauderdale 1.00. Louisville 1.00. Friendship 2.00. Oak Grove 2.00. Osborn 1.00. Wahalak Sta. 1.00. Aber​deen 3.00. Starkville 5.00. Buena Vista 1.00. Crawford 1.00. Enondale 1.00. West Point 2.00. Returned by Elder McCarley 5.07. Okolona 3.00.








Total Receipts 56.64.
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Rev. G. A. Strickland



28.32

Dr. J. D. Hutchinson



28.32
Total Disbursements



56.64

The report of the Committee on Resolutions on the death of Rev. w. E. Hill was received and adopted as follows, and it was ordered that said resolution be published in the Christ​ian Observer, the South-Western Presbyterian and the Southern Evangelist and also that a copy of said resolutions be sent to the family of the deceased brother. “This beloved and faithful minister of Christ was born in Roanoke, Va., in 1837. He attended the Vir​ginia Military Institute, of Lexington, Va., the University of Virginia, and Union Theo​logical Seminary of Virginia. He was licensed in 1868 by the Presbytery of East Hanover, ordained and installed over the 3rd Church of Richmond, Va., in 1869. His next charge was Lebanon, Gordonsville in West Hanover Presbytery. He afterwards served Point Pleas​​ant in Greenbrier Presbytery, several churches in the Abingdon Presbytery, and Fulton, Ky., in Paducah Presbytery. From Fulton he came to DeKalb in this Pres​bytery in 1898 and continued as pastor of that group until his death, Dec. 21, 1900. Bro. Hill was not a slumberer, nor a loiterer, he was widely-awake and active. He was vigilant and in​dustrious in the Master’s vineyard, watchful for opportunities, resourceful for methods and means. He was a noble man, an earnest minister and a true witness for Christ. Bro. Hill as a preacher was sound in the faith, logical in the development of his sermons and practical in his applications. He gave eminent satisfaction to his congre​gations. He was re​spected and revered by the community, regardless of color, class or condition. He vis​ited extensively in the community, and was highly esteemed by young and old, saint and sinner, Jew and Gentile, black and white. Bro. Hill could have said with Paul, with​out exaggeration, “I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith, henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness.”
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The  report of the Committee on Statistics and Systematic Beneficence was received and adopted.

H. S. Gilleylen was instructed to request of the General Assembly’s Committee on Inva​lid Fund that it appropriate to the following-named persons for the ensuing year the amounts opposite their names, viz.: Dr. B. F. Peters 150.00, Rev. M. J. McLean 150.00, and Mrs. O. H. P. Smyth 50.00.

The report of the Committee on Foreign Missions was received and adopted.

The report of the Committee on Colored Evangelization was received and adopted.

Recess until 7:30.

After Recess Presbytery heard the Presbyterial Sermon by Rev. D. H. Ogden on “Penal substitution,” from I Peter 2:24, after which, discussion of same by members of Presby​tery took place.

Presbytery heard a report from Rev. D. H. Ogden on Palmer Orphanage, 


         After which it adjourned with prayer to meet Saturday morning at 9 o’clock.








Fourth Day

Devotional exercises for first half-our by Rev. G. A. Strickland. Minutes of yesterday’s session were read and approved.

Dr. B. F. Peters was excused from further attendance upon the sessions of Presbytery. H. Woods, Jr., and J. C. Breckinridge were excused.

Report of Home Missions Committee was received and considered seriatim and then adopted as follows: “Your committee beg leave to submit the following report. We be​lieve that Presbyterianism is on an upward tendency and that the time is at hand for a decided movement. The harvest is ripe and all we need is a sufficient outlay of money to place laborers in the vineyard. We desire to reach every destitute
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field in Tombeckbee Presbytery within the next six months. In the first place your com​mit​tee recommend the grouping of Buena Vista, Houston, Oak Grove and Friendship Churches, and that a minister be placed in this field as soon as possible. After a resurvey of our former groupings, we recommend the following: Louisville, Pleasant Springs, Bloomfield, DeKalb and Raymond Chapel. We further recommend that we send a man to Carolina to hold a meeting and survey the field and that the Home Mission Committee be authorized to contribute to this field. We recommend that Unity Church be placed under the supervision of the pastor of the Columbus Church. We recommend that the Rev. T. D. Latimer be requested to devote his unoccupied time to evangelistic work in vacant fields and weak churches and that he be clothed with evangelistic powers.”








G. A. Strickland, Chm.

Treasurer’s Report:

Receipts




Disbursements

Synodical Fund

100.00

J. W. Moseley, Jr., Voucher 1

18.75

Starkville


    7.04

W. E. Hill, v. 2


12.50

Louisville


    2.05

J. W. Moseley, Jr., v. 3

12.50

Osborn



    1.40

W. E. Hill, v. 4


12.50

Lauderdale


    4.00

J. W. Moseley, Jr., v. 5

12.50

Columbus


  55.14

W. E. Hill, v. 6


12.50

Knox



    2.60

J. W. Moseley, Jr., v. 7

12.50

Wahalak


    1.40

Stationery



  1.00

Binnsville


    1.00

Cash on hand



  9.07
West Point


    3.00






18.54

Okolona


    3.20

Bethel



    4.65
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Report of Committee on Sabbath Observance received and adopted.

A resolution of thanks was unanimously voted the people of Starkville.

Presbytery adjourned with prayer to meet at Friendship Church at 11 o’clock Thursday before the 1st full moon in October.








D. H. Ogden, Moderator.








E. H. Gregory, Temporary Clerk.

Attest:

Jno W. Moseley, Jr., Stated Clerk.
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Called Meeting








Aberdeen, Miss., May 24, 1901

Pursuant to a constitutional call published in the South-Western Presbyterian, Tombeck​bee Presbytery met at Aberdeen, Miss., on May 24 at 10 a.m. and was constituted with prayer by the Moderator.

Ministers present: H. R. Raymond, A. H. Barkley, D. H. Ogden and E. H. Gregory. Elders present: W. A. McMillan, Aberdeen Church and Dr. J. T. Murdock, Buena Vista Church.

Rev. E. H. Gregory was appointed clerk, pro. tem.

A letter was received from Rev. J. W. Moseley, Jr., giving his reasons for absence, which were sustained as satisfactory.

A request from Rev. J. V. Worsham to labor within the bounds of presbytery until the Fall meeting of Presbytery was read and the clerk was directed to communicate with him stating that said request could not be acted upon at this meeting of Presbytery as it was not included in the business of the called meeting of Presbytery.

A certificate of dismissal of Rev. J. D. Wilson from Western District Presbytery to Tom​beckbee Presbytery was received and after a satisfactory examination by Presbytery on experimental religion, theology, church government and the sacraments, he was re​ceived on his expressing his willingness to subscribe the usual obligation.

A call was read from the Aberdeen Church for the pastoral services of Rev. J. D. Wilson for three-fourths of his time on a salary of five hundred and seventy-five dollars
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payable in regular monthly installments, and the manse, which call having been accepted by him, Presbytery directed that the installation services be held this evening at 7:45, Rev. D. H. Ogden to preach, preside and propound the constitutional questions, Rev. H. R. Raymond to charge the pastor, and Rev. A. H. Barkley to charge the people. 

Leave was granted the Hamilton Church to secure the services of Rev. J. D. Wilson for one-fourth of his time until the next stated meeting of Presbytery and authority was given him to moderate the session of said church.

Rev. E. H. Gregory was excused from attendance on Presbytery after the morning ses​sion.

The minutes of the morning session were read and approved.







           Presbytery took recess until 2:30 p.m.

Presbytery met promptly at 2:30. Rev. A. H. Barkley was elected Clerk, pro. tem. Presby​t​ery spent several hours very profitably in considering the subject of Permissive Decrees, Pentecost, the Atonement and Election, after which it took recess until 7:30.

Presbytery met and proceeded to the installation of Rev. J. D. Wilson as pastor of the Aberdeen Church. The Rev. D. H. Ogden presided, preached and propounded the consti​tutional questions. Rev. H. R. Raymond delivered the charge to the pastor and Rev. A. H. Barkley, the charge to the people.

The minutes were then read and approved, after which Presbytery adjourned with prayer and the apostolic benediction to meet at Friendship Church, Thursday before the first full moon in October next.








D. H. Ogden, Moderator.

Attest:

J. W. Moseley, Jr., Stated Clerk.
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         Friendship Church, Chickasaw County








October 24, 1901.

The Presbytery of Tombeckbee met pursuant to adjournment in Friendship Church at 11 o’clock a.m., Oct. 24th 1901, and was opened with a sermon by the retiring Moderator, Rev. D. H. Ogden from 1st Peter 2 chap., 9th verse, after which it was constituted with prayer and the following members were found present and enrolled:

Ministers


Ruling Elders


[Churches]

Rev. D. H. Ogden

J. T. Murdock


Buena Vista

Rev. T. D. Latimer

W. S. Bates


Houston

Rev. E. H. Gregory

L. T. Carlisle


West Point

Rev. H. R. Raymond

H. C. Love


Bethel

Rev. G. A. Strickland

J. A. Orr


Columbus

Rev. J. D. Wilson

J. C. Crosby


Hamilton

Rev. D. M. Armentrout
A. T. Dent


Macon

Rev. A. H. Barkley

R. B. Marion


Oak Grove

J. W. Moseley, Jr.,

H. H. Aston


Friendship

Rev. J. D. Wilson was elected Moderator, Elder W. S. Bates, Temporary Clerk, and Rev A. H. Barkley, Reading Clerk.







           Presbytery took recess until 2:30 p.m.








2:30 p.m.

Rev. J. A. Leach of the M. E. Church South was introduced to Presbytery and invited to sit as a visiting brother.

The minutes of the last sessions of Presbytery were read.

The standing committees were announced as follows by the Moderator:

Bills & Overtures: Rev. T. D. Latimer, W. A. McMillan, J. T. Murdock.

Judicial: D. H. Ogden, J. A. Orr, A. T. Dent.

Narrative: E. H. Gregory, J. C. Crosby, H. H. Aston.

Statistical Report & Systematic Beneficence: A. H. Barkley, L. T. Carlisle, H. C. Love.

Auditing: D. M. Armentrout, W. S. Bates.

Devotional: G. A. Strickland, R. B. Marion, H. H. Aston.
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Presbyterial Sermon & Essay: H. R. Raymond, D. M. Armentrout.

Sunday School & Young People’s Societies: J. A. Orr, J. C. Crosby.

Leave of Absence: A. H. Barkley, D. H. Ogden.

Commissioners’ Fund: R. B. Marion, H. H. Aston.

Minutes of General Assembly: H. R. Raymond, E. H. Gregory.

Calls for the pastoral services of Rev. J. F. Turner were presented from the Houston, Buena Vista, Oak Grove, and Friendship Churches, referred to Committee on Bills & Over​tures for examination.

The chairman of the Committee on Education for the Ministry read a communication from Candidate A. P. Watson, Jr., requesting that his name be dropped from the roll of candidates. The request was granted.

A request from Candidate T. T. Kimbrough, that he be permitted to drop Hebrew, For​eign Missions or some other study in the regular course, was read and Presbytery de​clined to grant this request.

Presbytery resolved to make the effort to raise $225.00 for the cause of Education for the Ministry as requested by the secretary of Assembly’s Committee.

Rev. C. B. McLeod was given permission to supply the Macon & Center Point Churches until the next meeting of Presbytery.

Calls from the Pleasant Springs, Bloomfield and Raymond Chapel Churches for the pas​toral services of Rev. J. W. Moss were presented and referred to the Committee on Bills & Overtures.

Rev. J. W. Moseley tendered his resignation as pastor of the Knox, Wahalak, and Binns​ville Churches, and presbytery after satisfactory evidence that the churches united in the request, dissolved the relation existing between them.
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Rev. J. W. Moseley Jr., tendered his resignation as Stated Clerk, which was accepted, and Rev. E. H. Gregory was elected to this office.

At his own request, Rev J. W. Moseley, Jr., was dismissed to the Presbytery of Central Mississippi.

A paper from the Sunday-School Institute was read and referred to the Committee on Bills & Overtures.





Presbytery took recess until after divine service tonight.

After divine service Presbytery met and it was made the first order of the day tomorrow morning to hold a free conversation on the state of religion within our bounds.

It was made the second order of the day tomorrow morning to hear Elder Caldwell of Columbus in behalf of the Palmer Orphanage.

It was made the third order of the day tomorrow morning to hear Rev. H. R. Raymond, D.D. on “Presbyterianism.”

Certificates of dismissal of Licentiate J. F. Turner from Nashville Presbytery, and licen​tiate J. W. Moss from Columbia [Tenn.] Presbytery were read, and it was made the 1st order of the day tomorrow afternoon to proceed to the examination of these brethren with the view to their ordination to the full work of the Gospel Ministry.

Presbytery adjourned with prayer until 8:30 o’clock tomorrow morning.








Second Day, Friday, 8:30 a.m.

Presbytery met at 8:30 o’clock a.m., and spent the first half-hour in devotional exercises.

The minutes of yesterday’s sessions were read, corrected, and approved.
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Presbytery proceeded to the first order of the day, viz.: A free conversation on the state of religion within our bounds.

Rev J. T. Cunningham of the M. E. Church South was introduced and invited to sit as a visiting brother. 

Presbytery arrested for the present the consideration of the first order of the day for the purpose of disposing of the second order, viz.: to hear Mr. Caldwell on the Palmer Orph​anage, which address being heard, a committee consisting of Rev G. A. Strickland, Rev E. H. Gregory and Elder W. S. Bates was appointed to consider and report on same.

Presbytery reconsidered the appointment of divine service for 11 o’clock a.m. and de​cided to hear at that hour Rev J. F. Turner preach a sermon as part of his trial prepara​tory to his ordination if the way be clear.

Presbytery proceeded to the arrangements for the examinations of the candidates for ordi​nation if the way be clear.

Rev J. N. Moss was appointed to preach his trial sermon to-night at 7 o’clock.

Eleven o’clock tomorrow morning was appointed as the hour to hear Rev G. A. Strick​land preach his Presbyterial Sermon on “The Sabbath.”

The Committee on Bills and Overtures made the following report which was adopted, viz.: Your Committee on Bills and Overtures would report that they have examined the calls from Friendship and Buena Vista Churches for the pastoral services of Mr. James I. Turner, and find them in order, and we would recommend that Presbytery place said calls in the hands of Brother Turner.








Respectfully submitted,






   T. D. Latimer, Jno. T. Murdock, W. A. McMillan.
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The Bills and Overtures Committee made the following report which was adopted, viz.: Your Committee on Bills and Overtures would report that they have examined the calls from Bloomfield, Pleasant Spring and Raymond Chapel Churches, for the pastoral servi​ces of Mr Jas W. Moss and find them in order, except that the calls have not been signed in the regular order. This fact having been brought to the knowledge of the Presbytery, your committee would recommend that said calls be placed in the hands of Brother Moss.








Respectfully submitted,






   T. D. Latimer, Jno. T. Murdock, W. A. McMillan.

Presbytery made it the 3rd order of the day this afternoon to hear Elder L. T. Carlisle with reference to the West Point Church.

At eleven o’clock Presbytery heard the sermon of Rev J. F. Turner as part of trial for ordination if the way be clear. Text: 2nd Peter 13th chapter, 11th & 12th verses. The roll was called for remarks by members of the body, after which the sermon was unanimously approved as part of trial.







Presbytery took recess until 2:30 p.m.








Afternoon, 2nd day, 2:30 p.m.

Presbytery met and proceeded to the first order of the afternoon, which was to hear Dr. H. R. Raymond on “Presbyterianism.”

Presbytery resumed the first order of the day, to wit: Free conversation on the state of religion in our bounds.
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The 3rd order of the afternoon was called, to wit, to hear L. T. Carlisle with reference to the West Point Church. After due consideration the whole matter was referred to the Home Mission Committee with instructions to report on the same tomorrow morning.

Presbytery through the Moderator proceeded to the examination of J. F. Turner and J. W. Moss on experimental religion and their motives for seeking the Gospel Ministry. The examination was deemed satisfactory and sustained as parts of trial.

Presbytery appointed a new permanent committee, consisting of Rev. D. H. Ogden and Rev. E. H. Gregory to examine candidates on mental philosophy, logic, rhetoric, ethics, and the natural and exact sciences, which committee proceeded to the examination of Rev J. F. Turner on these subjects and the examination was sustained as satisfactory. 

Rev J. W. Moss was then examined on mathematics and philosophy and his examination on these subjects was sustained as satisfactory.

Rev J. F. Turner was examined on ancient languages and the examination sustained as satisfactory.







Presbytery took recess until 7 o’clock p.m.








7 p.m.

Presbytery met and heard the sermon of Rev. J. W. Moss as part of trial for ordination, should the way be clear. The text was Luke 16th chapter, 31st verse. At the close of the sermon the members expressed their views, and the sermon was sustained as a satis​fac​tory part of trial.

It was made the first order of the day tomorrow morning to hear the Treasurer’s report, and the second order of the day to hear the report of the Permanent committee on Sabbath Schools.
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Presbytery adjourned to meet at 8:30 o’clock tomorrow morning. 










Closed with prayer.








Saturday morning, 8:30 a.m., 3rd Day

Presbytery met and spent the first half-hour in devotional exercises. The minutes of yes​terday’s sessions were read, corrected and approved.

The Treasurer submitted his report which was referred to the Auditing Committee.

The Permanent Committee on Sabbath-Schools made their report which was referred back to it.

The following resolution in relation to the resignation as Stated Clerk of Rev J. W. Moseley, Jr., and his dismissal to the Central Miss. Presbytery was adopted, viz.: Your committee beg leave to submit the following resolution relative to the resignation of Rev Jno. W. Moseley, Jr., as Stated Clerk and his dismission to Central Miss. Presbytery.

Whereas, Rev Jno. W. Moseley has at his own request been dismissed to Central Miss. Presbytery and in consequence has resigned his position as Stated Clerk in Tombeckbee presbytery, Be it Resolved that we express our appreciation of his efficient services as Stated Clerk and bear witness to the value of his worth in the bounds of our Presbytery.







Dunbar H. Ogden, J. C. Crosby, Committee.

Presbytery took up unfinished business, to wit: Examination of candidates, and decided to examine each separately. Presbytery then proceeded to the examination of Rev J. F. Tur​ner on Theology, Natural & Revealed.
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Presbytery took recess until eleven o’clock a.m., at which hour it heard the Presbyterial Sermon by Rev G. A. Strickland. Subject: “The Sabbath.” Text: Exodus 20th chapter and 8th verse, and Mark 2nd chapter and 27th verse. The roll of members was called for re​marks, and a vote of thanks was extended to Bro Strickland for the sermon & also to Dr. Raymond for his address on Presbyterianism. 







  Presbytery then took recess for 45 minutes.








Saturday afternoon, 3rd day.

Presbytery met & heard a report from the Committee on Bills and Overtures on the calls from the Houston and Oak Grove Churches for the pastoral services of Rev J. F. Turner, as follows: Your Committee on Bills and Overtures would report that they have exam​ined the call of the Houston Church & find it in order, and would recommend that said call be placed in the hands of Bro. Turner. 

(2) That they have examined the call of Oak Grove Church, and finds it in order, and would recommend that said call be placed in the hands of Brother Turner.







        Respectfully submitted,





         T. D. Latimer, Chm., J. T. Murdock, W. A. McMillan

A report from the Committee on Bills and Overtures with reference to the overture from Louisville Church was adopted, as follows: Your Committee on Bills & Overtures would report that they have examined the overture from the Louisville Church, to transfer that church to the Presbytery of Central Miss., and find it in

[61]

order, and would recommend that the Presbytery overture the Synod at its next meeting at Natchez, Nov 19th 1901 to transfer said Church to the bounds of the Presbytery of Central Miss.





T. D. Latimer, Chm., W. A. McMillan, J. T. Murdock.

The Committee on Assessment for Commissioners’ Fund submitted the following report which was adopted: Aberdeen $1.00. Buena Vista .50. Bloomfield .50. Bethel .75. Car​o​lina $1.00. Center Point .50. Columbus $3.25. Crawford .50. DeKalb .75. Friendship $1.00. Hamilton .75. Knox $1.00. Houston .50. Lauderdale .75. Macon $1.50. Oak Grove $1.00. Okolona $1.50. Osborn .50. Pleasant Springs .50. Starkville $2.50. Unity .50. Wahalak .50. Wahalak Station .50. West Point $2.00. Binnsville .50.








Respectfully submitted,








R. B. Marion, Chm., H. H. Aston.

The Home Mission Committee submitted a verbal report for the information of Presby​tery which was received. Presbytery then took recess until 3:30 p.m.








3:30 p.m.

Presbytery resumed business, and heard a report form the Home Mission Committee with reference to the West Point Church, as follows: Your committee in reference to the West Point Church would submit the following, viz.: We recommend that this whole matter be left to the pastor and congregation to adjust in the most amicable manner possible.








G. A. Strickland, Chm.
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Evangelist T. D. Latimer made a verbal report, which was received and approved.

The Committee on Narrative submitted the following report, which was adopted and or​dered forwarded to Synod, viz.: Your Committee on Narrative would report (1) That it had before it for consideration, reports from only eight of the twenty-eight churches un​der the jurisdiction of this body. (2) That most of these churches report additions to their membership and that the spiritual condition of their people is fairly good. Some few re​port a marked improvement in this respect. (3) Nearly all these churches bring up an en​couraging report from the work of the Sabbath-Schools, and as our Presbytery in accord​ance with the recommendation of the General Assembly has inaugurated the work of the Sabbath-School Institute, we confidently look forward to still further interest and im​prove​ment in this line of church work. (4) We regret to have to report that family wor​ship is neglected to an alarming extent.








Respectfully submitted,








E. H. Gregory, Chm.

Presbytery resumed the examination of Rev J. F. Turner on Theology and his exam​i​na​tion was sustained as satisfactory.

Rev. J. F. Turner and Rev J. W. Moss were each separately examined on Church History and their examination on this subject was sustained as satisfactory.
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The examination of Rev J. F. Turner on Church Government and the Sacraments was sus​tained as satisfactory, as was also that of Rev J. W. Moss.

Aberdeen was chosen as the place for the next meeting of Presbytery, and the Standing Rule being suspended the time appointed is Wednesday night before the first full moon in April, at 7:30 o’clock p.m.

The Hamilton Church asked for and obtained permission to employ Rev J. D. Wilson un​til the next meeting of Presbytery.

Presbytery resumed the examination of candidates, and Rev J. F. Turner, and Rev. J. W. Moss were both examined on Greek and their examinations sustained as satisfactory. Rev J. F. Turner was examined on Hebrew, and his examination sustained as satisfactory. His examination as a whole was then sustained as satisfactory.

Presbytery decided to ordain Candidate J. W. Moss to the full work of the Gospel Minis​try under the extraordinary clause of the Book of Church Order, Sec. VI, article 134, for the following reasons:

(1) That he came to us from Columbia Presbytery as a Licentiate under this clause.

(2) That he shows some power as a Gospel preacher.

(3) That there were some difficulties in the way of his completing his course.

(4) Upon satisfactory examination on Ecclesiastical History, Experimental Religion, Mo​tives for seeking the ministry, Theology, Greek, Church Government and the Sacra​ments.

The report of Rev G. A. Strickland and Elder J. D. Hutchinson as commissioners to the General Assembly were received and these brethren commended
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Presbytery proceeded to arrange for the ordination of Rev. J. F. Turner to the full work of the Gospel Ministry and for his installation as Pastor of Friendship Church as the calls from this church, Oak Grove, Buena Vista and Houston had been accepted by him.

A commission consisting of Rev A. H. Barkley, Rev E. H. Gregory and Elder J. A. Orr was appointed to install Rev J. F. Turner as pastor of Oak Grove, Houston, and Buena Vista Churches in the following order, to wit: 

(1) At Oak Grove, Sunday night, Oct 27th at 7 o’clock, Rev. E. H. Gregory to preside, preach, and propound the constitutional questions, Elder J. A. Orr to charge the pastor, and Rev A. H. Barkley to charge the people.

(2) At Houston, Monday night, Oct 28th at 7 o’clock p.m. Rev A. H. Barkley to preside, preach, and propound the constitutional questions, Elder J. A. Orr to charge the pastor, and Rev E. H. Gregory to charge the people.

(3) At Buena Vista, Tuesday afternoon, Oct 29th at 2 o’clock p.m. Rev A. H. Barkley to preside, preach and propound the constitutional questions, Rev E. H. Gregory to charge the pastor, and Elder J. A. Orr to charge the people.

The following committee on formal resolutions of thanks was appointed: Rev D. M. Armentrout, Rev E. H. Gregory and Elder J. C. Crosby.

The Committee on Sermon and Essay made the following report, which was adopted, viz.: The Committee on Essay and Sermon for next Presbytery recommended; for Essay, Sub​​ject; “Church Literature,” Principal Elder, J. A. Orr. Alternate: Elder J. F. Dent. For Ser​mon, Subject: “Eternal Punishment.” Principal: Rev J. D. Wilson. Alternate: Rev A. H. Barkley.






H. R. Raymond, D. M. Armentrout, Committee.
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The following report of the Committee on Minutes of the General Assembly was adopted, to wit: Your committee would call the attention of Presbytery to the following matters:

(1) On page 45 the Assembly presents an Overture on the Quorum of Synod. We recommend that Presbytery concur in this overture.

(2) On page 46 the Assembly appoints a collection for the American Bible Society on the 3rd Sabbath of Oct, or some other convenient day.

(3) on page 48, the Assembly directs collections in Sunday schools and Young People’s Societies, on the 1st Sabbath in Oct or as soon thereafter as possible, to pay the expenses of a General Superintendent of Sabbath Schools. We recommend the observance of this collection annually.

(4) On page 50 touching graded Sunday-school lessons, and the reports of the ad interim committee on that subject, on page 113 of the Appendix, we recommend Presbytery to signify its wish for the continuance of the International Lessons and its approval of an effort to provide for our own churches, suitable graded lessons, for optimal use in our Sab​bath-schools.

(5) On page 50 there is an overture touching the change of the word “commission,” wher​ever it occurs in sections 179 and 215 in the Rules of Discipline, to the word “commit​tee.” We recommend the adoption of this overture.

(6) On page 50, in regard to the Catechism on “the Church,” we recommend that this Pres​bytery answer that it does not see the necessity of preparing such a catechism.

(7) On page 51, the committee would simply direct the attention of our ministers and churches to the action of the Assembly, making the Synod of Mississippi, to embrace the State of Mississippi, and the Synod of Louisiana to embrace the State of Louisiana.
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(8) On page 63 the Assembly urges that all our ministers preach on Sabbath observance, at least once a year. We recommend that our ministers be instructed to comply with this entreaty of our highest court.








Respectfully submitted,








H. R. Raymond, E. H. Gregory

The sermon preparatory to the ordination of J. F. Turner and J. W. Moss, and the instal​lation of the former as pastor of Friendship Church, was preached by the Rev. E. H. Greg​ory, after which Presbytery proceeded to the ordination of Rev J. W. Moss, and to the ordination of Rev. J. F. Turner, and his installation as pastor of Friendship Church, the constitutional questions being propounded by Rev H. R. Raymond. By the laying on of hands and by prayer, these brethren were then ordained to the full work of the minis​try. The charge to the pastor was then delivered by Elder J. A. Orr, and to the people by Rev H. R. Raymond.

Presbytery decided to defer the charges to Rev J. W. Moss until his installation as pastor of the churches to which he had been called. 

The Committee on Resolution of Thanks reported, expressing the thanks of the body to Friendship Church and the surrounding community for the royal manner in which it had been provided for and entertained, and also expressed the thanks of Presbytery to Dr J. R. Williams for the proffered use of the telephone system. Report was adopted by a rising vote.

The following report of the Auditing Committee on the Treasurer’s report on Commis​sioners’ Fund was adopted, to wit: Your committee would respectfully report that we have carefully examined the report of the Treasurer
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of Tombeckbee Presbytery on the Commissioners’ Fund and find the same correct. We there​fore recommend its approval.








D. M. Armentrout, Chm.








W. S. Bates

The above report is as follows: I herewith submit my report of receipt for Commis​sion​ers’ Funds, returned in 1901: Rev G. A. Strickland $17.00, Dr J. D. Hutchinson $10.00. Total $27.00.








Respectfully submitted,








A. H. Barkley, Treasurer

The report of the Auditing Committee on the Treasurer’s report for the past six months was adopted and is as follows: Your committee would report that we have examined the report of the Treasurer of Tombeckbee Presbytery, together with the books, disburse​ments, vouchers &c., and find it correct.








D. M. Armentrout, Chr.








W. S. Bates

The Treasurer’s Report is as follows: As Treasurer, I herewith submit my books, disbursements & vouchers for the past six months. Amount on hand as per last report $26.41. Wahalak for 1900 $1.55. Crawford .60. Bethel $3.20. Hamilton $3.50. Knox $4.00. Raymond Chapel $2.10. Buena Vista $1.00. Macon $5.00. West Point $4.00. Total $51.31.

Disbursements

Stated Clerk’s salary in part $12.90. Balance on salary and expenses $3.20. Paid Treas​urer of Synod $15.00. P. O. fees, postage, stationery .93. Balance on hand $19.28. Total $51.31.








Respectfully submitted,








A. H. Barkley, Treasurer
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The following report of the Committee on Palmer Orphanage was adopted, to wit: Your committee would submit the following report, “We have heard with a great deal of pleasure Bro Caldwell’s address on the Palmer Orphanage, and we are pleased with its progress, and as it is within our bounds and the Presbytery is largely responsible for its support, we recommend that the ministers of this Presbytery lay its needs upon the hearts of the people, and urge that our people sustain this great institution, as the Lord prospers them.”








Respectfully submitted,






  G. A. Strickland, Chm. E. H. Gregory, W. S. Bates

The Committee on Bills and overtures submitted the following, to wit: Your Committee on Bills and Overtures would report that they have examined the overture from the Sabbath-school Institute in regard to organization, and we would recommend that said organization be placed in the hands of the Permanent Committee of Presbytery on Sab​bath-Schools as directed in Minutes of General Assembly, page 48, Sec. 5., and that said committee shall cooperate with the Assembly’s General Superintendent in the work. Adopted.








Respectfully submitted,





          T. D. Latimer, Chm. J. T. Murdock, W. A. McMillan

The Moderator was instructed to call a meeting of Presbytery, when it suits the conven​ience of DeKalb Church with the view of arranging for the installation of Rev. J. W. Moss.
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Rev. H. M. Armentrout was given permission to labor without the bounds of Presbytery until its next stated meeting.

Rev. E. H. Gregory was given permission to supply the Osborn Church until the next stated meeting of Presbytery.

The minutes were read and approved preparatory to adjournment, after which Presbytery adjourned to meet in the Presbyterian Church at Aberdeen, on Wednesday night before the first full moon in April next at 7:30 o’clock p.m. Closed with doxology and benedic​tion.








Jno. D. Wilson, Moderator.








W. S. Bates, Temporary Clerk.

Attest:

E. H. Gregory, Stated Clerk.

Examined and approved as far as written in Synod at Natchez, Miss., Nov 21, 1901.








T. H. Somerville, Moderator.
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Aberdeen, Miss., April 16th 1902

Pursuant to adjournment Tombeckbee Presbytery met in the Presbyterian Church at Aber​​deen, Miss., on Wednesday, April 16th at 7:30 p.m. By request of Rev Jno. D. Wil​son the retiring Moderator, the opening sermon was preached by Rev T. D. Latimer from Ro​mans 1st chapter and 16th verse, after which Presbytery was constituted with prayer, and the following members were found present and enrolled:

Ministers




Ruling Elders


[Churches]

A. H. Barkley




Jno. T. Murdock

Buena Vista

E. H. Gregory




J. P. Unger


West Point

T. D. Latimer




J. N. Bailey


Bethel

D. H. Ogden




W. A. McMillan

Aberdeen

H. R. Raymond



C. P. Smith


Hamilton

Jno. D. Wilson



J. H. Adcock


DeKalb

Jas. W. Moss




D. McCarley (2nd day)

Okolona

G. A. Strickland (2nd day)


A. A. Montgomery (2nd day)
Osborn

C. B. McLeod (Received 2nd day)

Boller Smith (2nd day)

Rev. E. H. Gregory was elected Moderator, Elder J. H. Adcock, Temporary Clerk, and Elder J. N. Bailey, Reading Clerk.

The Devotional Committee consisting of Rev Jno D. Wilson, Rev D. H. Ogden & Elders W. A. McMillan and C. P. Smith was announced by the Moderator.

Rev. Richard Wilkinson of the M. E. Church South of this place was introduced to the Presbytery and invited to sit with it as a visiting brother.

[71]

Presbytery then adjourned with prayer to meet tomorrow (Thursday morning at 9 o’clock.








Thursday morning, 9 a.m.

Presbytery met and after spending a half hour in devotional exercises the minutes of yes​ter​day’s session were read, corrected and approved. The minutes of the last stated meet​ing of Presbytery were read, as were also the Standing Rules of Presbytery.

The hours for business were fixed as follows: from 9 to 11 a.m., from 2:30 to 5 p.m., and from 8 p.m. at the will of Presbytery.

The Moderator announced the following committees:

Bills & Overtures: J. H. Wilson, A. H. Barkley and J. P. Unger.

Judicial: H. R. Raymond & (added afterwards) J. A. Neilson.

Narrative: T. D. Latimer, S. B. Aston, C. B. McLeod.

Statistical & Systematic Beneficence: D. H. Ogden & J. W. Moss.

Auditing: J. P. Unger & J. T. Murdock.

Presbyterial Sermon & Essay: W. A. McMillan & H. R. Raymond.

Sabbath-School and Young People’s Societies: A. H. Barkley, J. T. Murdock & (added later) D. McCarley.

Leave of Absence: Jas. W. Moss & W. A. McMillan.

Sessional Records: J. P. Unger & (added afterwards) G. A. Strickland.

Sabbath Observance: J. T. Murdock and J. M. Bailey.

The records of the commission appointed at the Fall meeting of Presbytery to install Rev J. F. Turner as pastor of the Houston, Buena Vista & Oak Grove Churches were read & approved and are as follows: “The commission, consisting of Rev A. H. Barkley, Rev E. H. Gregory and Ruling Elder J. A. Orr, to install Rev J. Frank Turner, pastor of the Buena Vista, Houston, and Oak Grove Churches, report that duty performed as to the first two-named churches, but were providentially
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prevented from establishing the pastoral relation at the Oak Grove Church.








Respectfully submitted,







 A. H. Barkley, E. H. Gregory, Commission.

Rev. C. B. McLeod of the East Alabama Presbytery being present, was introduced and invited to sit as a corresponding member.

Rev. G. A. Strickland & Elder D. McCarley of the Okolona Church, Elder A. A. Mont​gomery of the Osborn Church, and Elder John A. Neilson of the Columbus Church pre​sented themselves and were duly enrolled.

The letter of dismissal of Rev C. B. McLeod from the East Alabama Presbytery to Tom​beckbee Presbytery was received and read, after which Presbytery proceeded to the ex​am​i​nation of Bro McLeod on experimental religion, theology and church government, all of which examinations being sustained as satisfactory, he signed the required obliga​tion and was enrolled as a member of this body. 

A letter was received from Rev. D. M. Armentrout stating his reasons for absence, which were sustained as satisfactory.

Permission was granted Rev. d. M. Armentrout to labor without the bounds of Presbytery for the next six months.

A communication from Rev. M. J. McLean was read and referred to the Committee on Ministerial Relief.

A communication was read from the Secretary of the
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Assembly’s Committee on Education for the Ministry and referred to the Committee on Education.

The report of the Committee on Education was received and adopted and is as follows: Your committee would report that Presbytery has two candidates for the ministry under its care. Mr T. T. Kimbrough is in the senior class of Columbia Theological Seminary and Mr H. M. Jenkins is in the second year of his literary course at King College, Bristol, Tenn. Both seem to be getting along reasonably well with their studies, though Mr Kim​brough reports that his health has not been good this Spring.

2. We are glad to be able to report that the Assembly’s Committee will be able to appro​pri​ate $85.00 for the year, instead of $75.00 to assist each of these young men in their efforts to equip themselves for the great work of preaching the Gospel.

3. Our churches have contributed during the year the following amounts: DeKalb $3.85. Columbus $71.02. Knox $6.00. West Point $11.00. Starkville $18.00. Aberdeen $7.32. Bethel $5.56. Lauderdale $3.00. Hamilton $4.40. Bloomfield .50. Friendship $1.37. Raymond Chapel $1. Total $132.22.

4. We are glad to note that an increase over last year of $63.85 has been contributed by our Presbytery, but we still lack almost $100.00 of contributing the $225.00 requested by the Assembly Committee, and which we pledged ourselves last fall to endeavor to raise. This is accordingly in large measure by the failure of over half our churches to report any​​thing raised for this important work. The following churches are not reported as hav​ing contributed anything to this cause during the past year: Houston, Buena Vista, Os​born, Wahalak, Binnsville, Wahalak Station, Unity, Okolona, Macon, Centre Point, Craw​​ford, Pleasant Springs, Amory & Oak Grove
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5. In conclusion we again direct the attention of our churches to the decline in the past few years of candidates for the ministry, and urge that by our united prayers and by all other legitimate means, we endeavor to bring about a change in the present alarming con​dition.

(6) We recommend that parts of trial be assigned by Presbytery to Candidate T. T. Kim​brough as requested by him through the chairman of this committee.








Respectfully submitted,








E. H. Gregory, Chairman

The chairman of the Committee on Education was instructed to communicate with the delinquent churches, touching their negligence in failure to contribute to the various benev​olent causes of the Church.

A committee consisting of Rev H. R. Raymond, Rev T. D. Latimer and Elder Jno A. Neil​son was appointed to examine & report on the overture with reference to commis​sions, sent down from the Assembly.

Rev. C. B. McLeod was appointed a special committee to examine & report on the call from Hamilton Church for the pastoral services of Rev. Jno. D. Wilson for one-fourth of his time.

The special committee to whom was referred the call from the Hamilton Church for the pastoral services of Rev Jno D. Wilson for one-fourth of his time reported as follows, & the report was adopted: “Your committee to examine & report on the call of Hamilton Church for the services of Rev J. D. Wilson respectfully report that I have examined said call, find it in
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order, and recommend that it be placed in the hands of Bro. Wilson.








Respectfully submitted,








C. B. McLeod, Committee.

Rev Jno A. Wilson having accepted the call from the Hamilton Church, a committee was appointed, to report tomorrow morning, on the arrangement for his installation as pastor for one-fourth of his time, of Hamilton Church, said committee consisting of Elders C. P. Smith, Jno A. Neilson and Rev. J. H. Wilson.

The 4th Sabbath in July next was appointed as the day for the installation of Rev J. A. Wilson as pastor of Hamilton Church.

The election of commissioners to the General Assembly was made the 1st order of the day for tomorrow, and the selection of a place for the next stated meeting of Presbytery was made the 2nd order of the day.

Rev. W. W. Woollard, presiding elder of the M. E. Church South was introduced and invited to sit as a visiting brother.

The following names were added to various Standing Committees: Judicial—J. A. Neil​son; Narrative—C. B. McLeod; Sabbath School & Young Peoples’ Societies—D. Mc​Carley; Sessional Records—J. A. Strickland.

Presbytery took recess until 8 p.m., at which time the Presbyterial Sermon on Eternal Punishment was delivered by Rev D. H. Ogden from Matthew 25th chapter and 46th verse, and the free conference on the subject was postponed until tomorrow.
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A committee consisting of Rev H. R. Raymond, Rev T. D. Latimer and Elder John A. Neilson was appointed to assign parts of trial to Candidate T. T. Kimbrough.

Presbytery adjourned with prayer to meet tomorrow morning at 9 o’clock.








3rd Day, Friday 18th, 9 a.m.

Presbytery met and after spending a half-hour in devotional exercises conducted by Elder Jno A. Neilson, the minutes of yesterday’s session were read, corrected and approved.

The first order of the day was taken up, namely, the election of commissioners to the Gen​eral Assembly, which meets in Jackson, May 15th, and the following commissioners were chosen:

Principals





Alternates

Rev. E. H. Gregory, West Point, Miss.

Rev. Jno D. Wilson, Aberdeen, Miss.

Elder J. P. Unger, West Point, Miss.


Elder A. F. Dent, Macon, Miss.

The second order of the day was then taken up, which was the selection of the place for the next stated meeting. DeKalb was chosen and the Standing Rule having been sus​pended, the time appointed is Friday at 7:30 p.m., before the first full moon in October.

A committee consisting of Rev. J. W. Moss and Elder J. A. Neilson was appointed on the minutes of Synod.

The report of the Treasurer of Presbytery was received and referred to the Auditing Com​mittee, which having been found correct was adopted and is as follows:
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Report on Presbyterial Assessment

Received




Disbursed

Balance on hand per last 


Amt due Stated Clerk from 

      report, Oct 16, 1901
$19.28

    Oct 1901 to April 1902

$2.60

S. B. Aston


      .40

Expenses of calling Presbytery

Lauderdale for 1901

    2.70

     at DeKalb



    .90

Starkville for 1901

    8.00

Stated Clerk salary


15.00

Aberdeen for 1900 & 1901
  15.00

Postage & stationery


    .97

Okolona for 1901

    1.50

General Assembly Tax

15.85

Osborn



    2.20

Balance on hand


16.96
DeKalb


    3.20

Total




52.28

Report on Commissioners’ Fund

Received




Disbursed

Returned by J. A. Strickland
$17.00

Paid Ministerial commissioner
20.00

Returned by J. H. Hutchinson   10.00

Paid Ruling Elder commissioner
20.25

West Point


    2.00

Balance on hand


  5.00
Okolona


    1.50

Total




45.25

Osborn



      .50

Starkville


    2.50

Hamilton


      .75

Oak Grove


    1.00

Raymond Chapel

    2.00

Bethel



      .75

Crawford


      .75

DeKalb


      .75

Old Wahalak


    2.50

Columbus


    3.25
Total



  45.25








Respectfully submitted,








A. H. Barkley, Treasurer.
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The report of the Committee on Sabbath School Institute was adopted and is as follows:

Programme. The Sunday School Institute shall be held at the DeKalb Church in the County of Kemper in October 1902 at 11 o’clock a.m. (afterwards changed to 7:30 p.m.) the day before the meeting of Presbytery. 

1 subject—“The Advantages of the International System.” L. T. Carlisle.

2 subject—“Lesson Helps and Their Use.” Jno D. Wilson.

3 subject—“The Best Method of Studying & Teaching the Bible.” H. R. Raymond.

4 subject—“The Force of Illustrations as a Means of Instruction.” E. H. Gregory.

5 subject—“The Relation of the Superintendent to the Sunday-School.” A. F. Dent.

6 subject—“The Westminster Catechism, Its Place in the Sunday-Schools & How It Should Be Taught.” J. A. Orr.

Each school shall be entitled to two delegates. The members of the Presbytery are mem​bers of the Institute, and are entitled to deliberate & vote on all questions, which may come before it. The officers of the Institute shall consist of a President, Vice Presi​dent, and a Secretary, who shall be elected annually.








Respectfully submitted,






        A. H. Barkley, J. T. Murdock, Committee

The report of the Committee on Sabbath-Schools was received and adopted and is as fol​lows: Your committee have had their attention called to the need of more vigorous effort on the part of the friends of the Sabbath-School work in behalf of this arm of the Master’s service in the bounds of this Presbytery. The widespread destitution in some portions of our territory and the lack of interest in the religious education of the children and youth of our fold on the part of those to whom the work legitimately belongs, appeals to
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the friends of the Sabbath-School work and demands at their hands more strenuous ef​forts to hold the field and push out and occupy new territory. With this end in view the General Superintendent presents for our consideration two definite aims: first to push for​ward into new territory where there is a reasonable hope of permanent results, and secondly, to exert ourselves in behalf of weak and scattered churches & schools. In many neighborhoods within our territory, and especially in the rural districts, there is insuffi​cient religious instruction. Some of our churches have no schools of their own, and are united with other sister denominations in Sunday-School work. If we expect our children to grow in the faith of our fathers, and become useful and efficient workers, we must teach them the doctrines of God’s word as we have received it, and lead them in the ways of the Master, as taught in our own Church. To undertake this much-needed work, and in​still new life into our Sabbath-Schools, we should appoint meetings at convenient points, where the friends of the Sabbath-School may meet together, and deliberate upon this all-important work. The General Superintendent suggests that the great scheme to be dis​cussed at these meetings shall be “A Model Presbyterian Sunday-School, and its equip​ment.” He also suggests that the presbyterial Committee shall select two or more con​venient places where a meeting shall be held for one or two days, and that volunteer workers go to these places and help in the meetings, said meetings to be held in the month of August. Your committee recommend that one of these meetings be held at West Point, and the other at Scooba, and due notice shall be given of the day of these meetings by the committee.








Respectfully submitted,







 A. H. Barkley, John T. Murdock, Com.
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The report of the Committee on Sabbath Schools and Young People’s Societies was re​ceived & adopted.

It was made the first order of the afternoon session to hear the report of the Committee on Sessional Records, after which recess was taken until 2:30 p.m.








2:30 p.m.

The free conference on the Presbyterial sermon preached last night was held on roll call.

The report of the Committee on Sessional Records was received & adopted.

The request of the Lauderdale Church for the services of Rev T. D. Latimer, as stated supply for the next 6 months for one-fourth of his time, was granted.

Presbytery suspended the Standing Rules with reference to setting apart one hour of each day for committee work and the order of business was continued.

The following report of the Home Mission Committee was received and adopted: Your committee would submit the following report. We believe the work is in better condition now than for years past. We know but one vacancy in the bounds of our Presbytery. We are at present giving aid to two fields, viz.: Macon & Houston. Bro. Moss is wanting help from us but we cannot see our way clear at present to make a promise, but hope to be in a condition soon to give him aid.
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Report of Amounts Received & Disbursed from April 1901 to 1902

Received




Disbursed

Carried over from last year
$90.73

Rev E. H. Gregory

$50.00

Starkville


  24.28

Rev J. W. Moseley, Jr.
  12.50

Louisville


    1.60

Rev J. F. Turner

  12.50

Lauderdale


    7.64

Rev C. B. McLeod

  25.00

Columbus


  80.37

Rev J. F. Turner

  12.50

Hamilton


  10.50

Rev C. B. McLeod

  25.00

Oak Grove


    3.25

Balance on hand

  97.24
Okolona


    8.60

Total

                      $247.24

DeKalb


    1.25

Aberdeen


    2.87

Raymond Chapel

    1.00

Pleasant Springs

      .65

West Point


    6.50

Bloomfield


    1.00

Lauderdale Westminster League 5.00

Bethel



    2.00



          $247.24








G. A. Strickland, Chairman.

The report of the Committee on Statistics and Systematic Beneficence was received & adopted.

The following report of the Committee on Bills & Overtures was received & adopted: Your Committee on Bills & Overtures beg leave to make the following report—We have examined the calls of Macon Church for the pastoral services of Rev C. B. McLeod and found it in order. We recommend that it be placed in the hands of Rev McLeod. Also we examined the request of Center Point Church for the services of Rev C. B. McLeod as Stated Supply, and recommend that the request be 
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granted. We have also examined the call of DeKalb Church for the pastoral services of Rev J. W. Moss and would suggest that the calls should state amount of time Rev. Moss is expected to give the church, also some reference to a congregational meeting other than church records. But we recommend that the call be placed in the hands of Rev Moss.






Jno D. Wilson, Chm., A. H. Barkley, J. P. Unger

The report of the Committee on Overture sent down from the Assembly with reference to “Commissions” was received and adopted and is as follows: “We recommend (1) that the overture of the Assembly be not adopted; (2) That the action of last Presbytery in regard to changing of Commission to Committee in Articles 179 and 215 of the Book of Church Order be reconsidered & reversed.”





H. R. Raymond, Chm., T. D. Latimer, Jno. A. Neilson Sr.

The following report of the Committee on Sabbath-Observance was received & adopted: “We the Committee on the Observance of the Sabbath-Day beg to make our report. We re​gret exceedingly to report from the gleanings from the reports from the churches, that the observance of the Sabbath is not good.”








J. T. Murdock, J. N. Bailey

The report of the committee on the installation of Rev Jno D. Wilson as Pastor of Ham​ilton Church was received and adopted and is as follows: Rev D. H. Ogden
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to preside, preach the sermon, and propound the constitutional questions, Rev E. H. Greg​ory to charge the people and Elder Jno A. Neilson of Columbus to charge the pastor.





Jno D. Wilson, Chm., C. P. Smith, Jno A. Neilson Sr.

The report of the committee appointed to assign parts of trial to Candidate T. T. Kim​brough was received & adopted and is as follows:

Latin Thesis: “An Spiritus Sanctus sit Persona?”

Greek Exegesis: Ephesians 3:14 to 21.

Sermon: 2 Corinthians 5:21.

Popular Lecture: 1 Corinthians 15:12 to 21.








H. R. Raymond, Chm.

The Temporary Clerk having been excused from further attendance upon this meeting of Presbytery, Rev D. H. Ogden was elected to take his place.

The report of the chairman of the Committee on Ministerial Relief was received and adopted, in which the recommendations that application be made to the Assembly’s Com​​mittee in behalf of the following parties during the coming year, viz.: Dr Peters $120.00, Rev M. J. McLean $150.00 and Mrs Smyth $50.00. He also requested that he be dis​charged from further service as chairman of this committee and that another be appoin​ted in his stead. Elder W. A. McMillan was appointed a committee to confer with the chair​man with reference to the above matter and report results of said conference to Presby​tery.








[H. S. Gilleylen, Chm.]
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Rev C. B. McLeod requested that he be permitted to hold for six months the call from the Macon Church and request was granted. 

Center Point Church was granted permission to employ Rev C. B. McLeod as Stated Sup​ply for the year 1902, for one Sabbath in each month at a salary of $100.00

Osborn Church requested that Rev E. H. Gregory be permitted to continue as supply of that Church, at a salary of $100.00 per annum, for 1 Sabbath afternoon each month, and 5th Sabbaths. Request was granted.

The Permanent Committee on Foreign Missions reported as follows: The Permanent Com​​mittee on Foreign Missions reports, that from the statement of the Treasurer, Erskine Reed, it appears that 14 churches only have contributed during the year ending March 31, 1902. Of these one Sunday-school also contributed & three societies. The amount from the 14 churches was $258.75, from the 1 Sunday school $29.71 & from the 3 Societies $92.07. Miscellaneous $102.50. Total contributions $428.03. The churches blank ac​cord​ing to Treasurer Reed’s statement, are Binnsville, Buena Vista, Center Point, Crawford, Houston, Macon, Osborn, Pleasant Springs, Wahalak, Wahalak Station, and Raymond Chapel.








H. R. Raymond, Chairman.

The report of the Judicial Committee that no business had been before it was adopted.

The Special Committee on Minutes of Synod reported that nothing demanding special attention had been noted. Adopted.
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The following to be known as Rules 23 & 24 were added to the Standing Rules:

(1) Each Church Session is required to keep a copy of the Standing Rules of Presbytery posted on the insider cover of the Session’s records, and their absence shall be made a matter of exception by Presbytery.

(2) At least the Narrative to Presbytery, the Statistical and Sabbath-School reports shall be copied in the Session’s records.

Presbytery took recess until 8 p.m. this evening.









8 p.m.

In lieu of the Essay assigned him at the Fall meeting of Presbytery, subject, “Church Lit​erature,” Judge J. A. Orr delivered his lecture on “The Bible as a Text Book for Lawyers & Statesmen.”

Presbytery adjourned with prayer to meet tomorrow morning (Saturday) at 9 o’clock.








Saturday, 19th, 9 a.m., 4th Day

Presbytery met and after spending one-half hour in devotional exercises conducted by Rev J. M. Richardson, the roll was called and the minutes of yesterday’s session were read, corrected and approved.

A committee was appointed consisting of Rev H. R. Raymond, Rev J. A. Wilson and Rev J. W. Moss to arrange for the installation of Rev J. F. Turner at Oak Grove Church & Rev J. W. Moss at DeKalb, Bloomfield, Pleasant Springs, & Raymond Chapel Churches.

The thanks of Presbytery were tendered Rev D. H. Ogden, and Judge J. A. Orr for the sermon & lectures delivered, respectively, by them.
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The following report of the Committee on Narrative was received and adopted, viz.: Your committee appointed to examine & report on narratives beg to submit the following re​port: Only 18 out of the 26 Churches have sent up narratives. Sixteen of the 18 Churches reported that the attendance upon the services of the sanctuary by members & others was good, one that it is good indeed, and one that it has not been good. Sixteen of these Churches also report that family worship has been generally neglected, one church re​ports family work in an encouraging condition, and one church reported that 40% of its mem​bers observed family worship, but did not state the number of members belonging to the Church. Fifteen Churches reported that the observance of the Lord’s Day by members had been commendable, one reported that said observance had been extra good, one that it has been excellent, and one that it has not been good. Fourteen churches report that the training of children and youth in the homes has been largely neglected, though faithfully ob​served in Sabbath-Schools. Four churches report said training to have been excellent in both homes & churches. Sixteen Churches report that there have been no special evi​dences of spiritual life, growth & activity. Three Churches report gradual improvement & progress, while only one reports special evidences of spiritual growth & activity. Thirteen Churches report that worldly conformity prevails to a large extent, while five report that they have no worldly conformity. Seventeen Churches report that no evangelistic work

[87]

has been done, while one Church reports evangelization among the Negroes. Seventeen of eighteen churches report that they are supplied with preaching, while one reports that it is without the ministrations of the Word.





         C. B. McLeod, Chairman, T. D. Latimer, S. B. Aston.

The Committee on Presbyterial Essay & Sermon reported as follows, & report was adopted: Sermon, Subject: Adoption.” Principal—Rev G. A. Strickland, Alternate—Rev E. H. Gregory. Essay subject: “The Westminster Assembly.” Principal—Rev J. F. Turner, Alternate—Elder J. H. Adcock.







W. A. McMillan, Chairman, H. R. Raymond

The committee appointed to confer with Elder H. S. Gilleylen with reference to his con​tinuing as chairman of the Committee on Ministerial Relief reported that he consented to do so. Report was adopted.

The time fixed for holding the Sunday-School Institute is Thursday at 7:30 p.m., im​mediately before the meeting of Presbytery, instead of 11 a.m., the time previously named.
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Report of the Committee on Installation was received & adopted, viz.: Your committee on installation of Bro. Turner & Bro. Moss would make the following report: Installation of Bro. Moss at DeKalb, Monday night, at Bloomfield, Tuesday, 11 a.m., at Pleasant Springs Tuesday night, & at Raymond Chapel Wednesday night, during the week fol​low​ing the 2nd Sunday in May. Members of the commission: E. H. Gregory, Jno D. Wil​son, J. H. Adcock, W. C. Curry, M. H. Warren & Sam Henderson. Installation of Bro. Tur​ner at Oak Grove on Tuesday night, after the 2nd Sunday in May—the commission to be composed of the following persons, viz.: G. A. Strickland, C. B. McLeod, D. Mc​Car​ley and S. B. Aston.





H. R. Raymond, Chairman, Jas W. Moss, Jno. D. Wilson

The report of the Committee on Leave of Absence was received & adopted and is as fol​lows: Elder A. A. Montgomery excused on Thursday, Rev. C. B. McLeod, Elder J. H. Adcock, Elder C. P. Smith, Elder Jno A. Wilson, Rev. T. D. Latimer, Rev G. A. Strick​land, Elder J. N. Bailey & Dr Jno. T. Murdock & D. McCarley on Friday.








Jas W. Moss, Chairman.

The Presbytery expressed its thanks to the Aberdeen &c. by the following resolution: Re​solved that Presbytery hereby expresses most cordial thanks to the families who have so generously entertained our members, and to the several churches for courtesies ex​tended to this body.
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Presbytery requested the Pastor of the Aberdeen Church to thank Miss O’Connor for the invitation to attend a musicale which invitation it was unable to accept because of the pres​sure of business.

Presbytery instructed Rev E. H. Gregory to visit Scooba and seek to lead that Church to the selection of a Pastor.

Presbytery took recess until after morning worship, and at the close of services adjourned with doxology and prayer to meet at DeKalb on Friday at 7:30 p.m. before the first full moon in October.







        E. H. Gregory, Moderator.






J. H. Adcock and D. H. Ogden, Temporary Clerks.

Attest:

E. H. Gregory, Stated Clerk.
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Called Meeting








West Point, Miss., Aug 11, 1902

Presbytery met in the West Point Church at 8 p.m., pursuant to a call published in The South-Western Presbyterian and other church papers and was constituted with prayer by the Moderator.

The following Ministers and Elders were present:

Ministers




Ruling Elders

Rev E. H. Gregory (Moderator)

D. A. McCarley, Okolona Church

Rev G. A. Strickland



Dr. J. T. Murdock, Buena Vista

Rev D. H. Ogden



J. P. Unger, West Point

Elder J. P. Unger was elected Temporary Clerk.

Rev G. A. Strickland tendered his resignation as pastor of the Okolona Church and Pres​bytery, having learned through the representative of the Church, Elder D. A. McCarley that the Church joined him in the request, dissolved the pastoral relation existing between them.

Rev. G. A. Strickland presented his resignation as chairman & treasurer of the Home Mis​sion Committee, which was accepted, and Rev D. H. Ogden was elected temporary chairman & treasurer of said committee, to serve until the next stated meeting of Presby​tery.

Permission was given Rev G. A. Strickland to labor without the bounds of Presbytery un​til its next stated meeting.

After the approval of the minutes Presbytery adjourned with prayer to meet at DeKalb, Miss., on Friday at 7:30 p.m., before the first full moon in October.







E. H. Gregory, Moderator.







J. P. Unger, Tem. Clerk.

Attest:

E. H. Gregory, Stated Clerk.
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DeKalb, Miss., Oct 10th 1902

Pursuant to adjournment Tombeckbee Presbytery met in the Presbyterian Church at De​Kalb, Miss., on Friday, Oct 10th at 7:30 p.m. The opening sermon was preached by the retiring Moderator, Rev. E. H. Gregory—Text: John 20th chapter and the latter part of 21st verse. 

After the sermon Presbytery was constituted with prayer by the Moderator, and upon roll call the following members were found present and enrolled:

Ministers



Ruling Elders


[Churches]

H. R. Raymond


A. A. Kincannon

Columbus

E. H. Gregory



L. T. Carlisle


West Point

J. A. Wilson



W. H. Holmes


Aberdeen

J. F. Turner



W. A. Hopper


DeKalb

T. D. Latimer



J. A. Salter


Bethel

A. H. Barkley (2nd day)

S. L. Wilson (2nd day)

Friendship

J. W. Moss (2nd day)


J. A. McRae (2nd day)

Bloomfield

J. M. Richardson (2nd day)

Wm Kellis (2nd day)

Pleasant Springs






R. B. Marion (2nd day)
Oak Grove






J. S. Clark (2nd day)

Binnsville






J. W. Kimbrough (2nd day)
Knox

Rev. J. F. Turner was elected Moderator, and Rev. J. A. Wilson Temporary Clerk.

Rev. E. W. Lewis of the M. E. Church South was introduced and invited to sit with Presbytery as a visiting brother.

Rev. J. M. Richardson of Red River Presbytery was introduced and invited to sit with Presbytery as a corresponding member.
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A Devotional Committee consisting of Rev E. H. Gregory, Rev. H. R. Raymond and Rul​ing Elder W. A. Hopper was appointed by the Moderator (Rev J. W. Moss added after​wards).

The hours for the daily sessions were fixed as follows: From 9 to 11 a.m. and from 2 p.m. to adjourn at the will of Presbytery.

It was made an order of the day for to-morrow (Saturday) at 7 p.m. to hear the Presby​terial Sermon by Rev. E. H. Gregory, and it was also ordered that Presbytery hear the Presbyterial Essay by Rev J. F. Turner tomorrow at 3 p.m.

Rev G. A. Strickland was dismissed to the Presbytery of Transylvania [Ky.], and Candi​date T. T. Kimbrough to Augusta Presbytery.

Presbytery adjourned with prayer by Rev. E. H. Gregory to meet tomorrow (Saturday) morning at 9 o’clock.








Saturday, 9 a.m., Oct 11th 

Presbytery met at 9 a.m., and after spending a half-hour in devotional exercises, the min​utes of yesterday’s session were read, corrected & approved.

The minutes of the last stated meeting of Presbytery were read, as were also the Standing Rules. The Standing Rule which sets apart one hour of each day’s session to committee work was suspended.

[93]

The following Standing Committees were announced by the Moderator:

Bills & Overtures—T. D. Latimer, E. H. Gregory, S. L. Wilson.

Judicial—H. R. Raymond, L. T. Carlisle.

Narrative—H. R. Raymond, R. B. Marion.

Statistical—A. H. Barkley, Wm Kellis.

Auditing—J. D. Wilson, J. W. Moss, L. T. Carlisle.

Presbyterial Sermon & Essay—A. A. Kincannon, W. H. Holmes.

Sunday Schools & Young People’s Societies—A. H. Barkley, J. A. Salter.

Leave of Absence—T. D. Latimer, S. L. Wilson.

Commissioners Fund—R. B. Marion, J. D. Wilson, A. H. Barkley.

Minutes of General Assembly—J. D. Wilson, E. H. Gregory, and A. A. Kincannon.

Rev. J. W. Moss was also added to the Committee on Devotional Exercises.

A communication was received from Rev. D. H. Ogden stating his reasons for absence, which were sustained as satisfactory.

Rev. J. M. Richardson presented a letter of dismissal from Red River Presbytery, which was received and read, and his examination was made the first order of the day for this afternoon.

A communication from Rev. C. B. McLeod was read and referred to the Committee on Bills & Overtures.

A communication from Rev. S. H. Sommerville was read and referred to the Committee on Church and Christian Education.







Presbytery took recess until 2 p.m.
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Saturday, 2 p.m.

Presbytery proceeded with the first order of the day, viz.: the examination of Rev J. M. Richardson. The examination on experimental religion was conducted by the Moderator, the examination on theology and church government was conducted by Rev. T. D. Lati​mer and Rev A. H. Barkley, respected, assisted by other members of Presbytery, each of which having been sustained as satisfactory, and his examination as a whole being sus​tained, he was enrolled as a member of Presbytery, after having signed the obligation.

Ruling Elder J. W. Kimbrough of Knox Church appeared and was enrolled.

The Committee on Presbyterial Sermon & Essay made a partial report as follows: Bro L. T. Carlisle has been selected as essayist, and the subject is “The Calvinist as a Civil Factor.”








Respectfully submitted,






         A. A. Kincannon, Wm H. Holmes, Committee

A committee consisting of Rev E. H. Gregory and Ruling Elder A. A. Kincannon was appointed to nominate a commission to visit Buena Vista Church.

Presbytery heard the Presbyterial Essay of Rev J. F. Turner, Subject: “The Westminster Assembly,” and extended a vote of thanks to Bro Turner for same.

The chairman of the Home Mission Committee made a report as follows, which was adopted: “As temporary chairman of the Home Mission Committee, and as treasurer of said committee, I would
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submit the following report: Every effort was made to secure a contribution in August from each of the twenty-six churches of our Presbytery, but only six responded to the appeal. An effort was made to use the 5th Sabbath to advantage, but owing to the absence of several of the brethren little was accomplished. All obligations to date have been met and there is a good balance on hand. Our outstanding obligations or promises are as fol​lows: Rev. C. B. McLeod $100.00, payable quarterly; Rev. J. F. Turner $50.00 per hear, payable quarterly. I received no instructions in regard to Rev Mr Moss, but have taken the responsibility on myself and have sent him $12.50 to assist him a little. There is great need of a more vigorous Home Mission work and your committee would press this need upon the Presbytery.

Treasurer’s Report

Receipts

Aug 11th
G. A. Strickland


$164.67

Aug 16th 
West Point



      6.75

Aug 29th
Columbus



    12.52



Pleasant Springs


      1.10



Aberdeen



      4.80

Sept 20th
Raymond Chapel


        .87

Sept 22nd
Bloomfield



        .50
Total






$191.21

Disbursements



Postage, money orders &c

      1.25

Sept 5th
J. W. Moss



    12.50

Nov 8th

C. B. McLeod



    25.00



J. F. Turner



    12.50
Total






    51.25
Balance in Bank



            $139.96
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My books are ready to be turned over to my successor.”








Respectfully submitted,





    Dunbar H. Ogden, Tem. Chr. Home Missions Committee

The committee appointed to nominate a commission to visit Buena Vista Church reported as follows, and report was adopted: Your committee to whom was referred the matter of nominating a commission to visit Buena Vista Church for the purpose of enquiring into, and adjusting if possible, any differences between that church and its pastor, Rev J. F. Turner, respectfully submit the names of Rev H. R. Raymond, Rev D. H. Ogden, and Ruling Elder W. H. Homes of the Aberdeen Church as suitable parties for said commis​sion.








Respectfully submitted,







E. H. Gregory, A. A. Kincannon, Committee

Presbytery ordered that the name of Rev E. H. Gregory be added to above commission and that he act as chairman of same instead of Rev H. R. Raymond who requested to be relieved of said duty.

Rev D. H. Ogden was elected Permanent Chairman of the Home Mission Committee.

Rev T. D. Latimer, Presbyterial Evangelist, made his report which was adopted, and a vote of thanks extended Bro. Latimer for his services.

It was made the 2nd order of the day to
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hold a free conversation on the state of religion within the bounds of Presbytery after the Presbyterial Sermon tonight.

The Committee on Leave of Absence made a partial report as follows, and report was adopted: A. A. Kincannon has been granted leave of absence after today’s sessions of Pres​​​bytery.







T. D. Latimer, S. L. Wilson, Committee

Presbytery took recess until 7 o’clock tonight.








Saturday, 7 p.m.

Presbytery convened at 7 p.m. and heard the Presbyterial Sermon on “Adoption” by Rev. E. H. Gregory. After a discussion of same by members of the body, Presbytery tendered its thanks to Bro. Gregory for the sermon.

Standing Rule 7 was suspended and it was ordered that instead of spending the first half-hour of the session next Monday morning in devotional exercises Presbytery proceed at once after the prayer of constitution to the business before it.

Presbytery adjourned with prayer to meet Monday morning at 8:30 o’clock








Monday, Oct 13th, 8:30 a.m.

Presbytery met at 8:30 a.m. and was opened with prayer by Rev Jno D. Wilson, after the roll was called, the minutes of Saturday’s sessions were read and approved.

Rev. J. M. Richardson was appointed chairman of the Committee on Church and Christ​ian Education.

[98]

Okolona was selected as the place for the Spring meeting of Presbytery.

The Committee on Bills and Overtures made the following report which was received and adopted. “Your Committee on Bills & Overtures would respectfully report that but two papers have come before us, viz.: 

(1) The request of Rev C. B. McLeod that he may be permitted to retain the call to the Macon Church until the Spring meeting of Presbytery, and your committee recommend that the request be granted.

(2) The overture from the Knox Church, requesting the Presbytery to rearrange the group​ing of the churches so as to add another church to the Scooba group, and if this be not practicable to so supplement the salary of the grouping as to enable it to retain its present pastor, Rev. J. M. Richardson.

Inasmuch as it is not feasible now to change the present grouping of the churches, we would recommend that Bro. Richardson be directed to so arrange his appointments in the group as to give one-fourth of his time to the development of a church at Shuqualak, Miss., if the way be clear, and the Home Mission Committee be instructed to pay Bro. Richardson the sum of fifty dollars for his services in that field for the next six months.







T. H. Latimer, S. L. Wilson, E. H. Gregory
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The Committee on Statistics made the following report which was adopted: Ministers 13, Churches 26, Licentiates, none, Candidates 1. Churches organized, none. Pastoral rela​tions dissolved 1, Pastors installed 1, Ministers received 2, Ministers dismissed 1, Minis​ters removed by death, none. Candidates licensed, none. Licentiates ordained, none. Place of Spring meeting, Okolona, Miss. Stated Clerk, E. H. Gregory, West Point, Miss. Treas​urer, A. H. Barkley, Crawford, Miss.








 Respectfully submitted,







A. H. Barkley, S. L. Wilson, Committee

The Committee on Narrative to Synod reported as follows, and report was adopted. “The Presbytery of Tombeckbee reports to Synod its Narration as follows:

(1) The attendance on the services of the sanctuary, in some instances, is represented as con​tinually improving. In fact in all the congregations there is a good attendance, and in most of them good attention to the word preached.

(2) Presbytery regrets to say that the observance of family worship is by no means what it should be. There are congregations in which the family altar is the rule. It is not certain that there is generally any decline in this particular as compared with preceding years, but certainly this important function of a Christian household is too often neglected.

(3) The reports were not full or distinct in regard to Sabbath observance, but we are dis​posed to hope that the Lord’s day is not forgotten by our people.

(4) The training of children and youth is not generally
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as strict and faithful as it should be. We would rejoice to see evidence of more attention to the Scriptures and Catechism than is shown in most of the families and Sabbath schools.

(5) Though contributions have not generally increased in amounts, this is owing in part to the diminutions in incomes from the crop failure in this section.

(6) Several churches represent the full and prompt payment of pastors’ salaries, but there are congregations that fall behind in this regard.

(7) Special evidence of spiritual life have appeared in a number of churches, and the larger part of them seem to experience good effects from the ordinances of God’s house.

(8) Worldly conformity is not apparently prevalent.

(9) Evangelistic work outside of churches is rarely attempted.

(10) The churches have been supplied statedly with the ministration of the word with few exceptions. Our outlook as a whole is hopeful.







   H. R. Raymond, R. B. Marion, Committee

The Committee on Assessment for Commissioners’ Fund reported as follows and the re​port was adopted: Aberdeen $5.00. Buena Vista $2.00. Bloomfield $1.00. Centre Point $1.00. Columbus $10.00. Crawford $1.00. DeKalb $2.00. Friendship $2.00. Hamilton $3.00. Knox $2.00. Houston $1.00. Lauderdale $2.00. Macon $3.00. Oak Grove $2.00. Okolona $5.00. Osborn $1.00. Pleasant Springs $2.00. Starkville $6.00. Unity $1.00. Wa​halak $1.00. Wahalak Station $1.00. West Point $6.00. Bethel $2.00. Binnsville $1.00. Ray​mond Chapel $1.00.







      R. B. Marion, J. D. Wilson, Committee
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The Auditing Committee reported as follows and report was adopted: We your Auditing Committee beg leave to report that we have examined the Treasurer’s report on the Presbyterial Tax and Commissioners’ Fund & find the same correct.








Respectfully submitted,







     Jas W. Moss, J. H. Adcock, Com.

The Treasurer’s report on Presbyterial Tax was adopted as follows:

Balance on hand last report at Aberdeen, April 1902

$16.76

Bethel Church






    3.25

Starkville—Draft on New York



    8.00

West Point






    4.00

Okolona






    6.90

Lauderdale






    2.50

Columbus






  15.00

Wahalak






    1.00

Pleasant Springs





    3.00

Crawford






      .60

Binnsville






    1.95

Hamilton






    3.50

Old Wahalak






    3.00

Knox







    2.00

DeKalb






    2.00

Bloomfield






    2.60
Total







$57.06

Stated Clerk’s Salary & postage & stationery

$15.75

Treasurer’s stationery & postage



    3.25
Total







$19.00

Balance on hand





$38.06
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Treasurer’s Report on Commissioners’ Fund

Balance on hand per last report in April 1902 

    as per account rendered




  $5.25

Aberdeen






    1.00

Lauderdale






      .75

Friendship






    1.00

Fund returned by commissioners to last Assembly

  19.00
Amt on hand Oct 13th 1902




$27.00








A. H. Barkley,








Treas., Tombeckbee Presbytery

Rev J. W. Moss returned the calls from the DeKalb group of churches. Presbytery took the calls out of his hands and he was granted permission to labor without the bounds of Presbytery until the next stated meeting.

The Committee on Sunday-Schools and Young People’s Societies made the following re​port which was adopted: “Progress has been made and improvement is clearly percept​ible from the reports which have come up to us during the past year. The advancement along all lines is not as great as we could have desired, yet it is of such encouraging nature, as to stimulate us to a greater degree of activity in this branch of the Master’s ser​vice. The field is large and inviting and a diligent prosecution of the work and a prayerful reliance upon the great head of the Church is sure to bring its reward. The officers and teach​ers are more zealous in their labors and the scholars are more prompt in their attend​ance on the Sunday-School and show an increased interest in the study of God’s Word. Parents
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and children show an increased readiness to discharge more fully those duties which de​volve upon them in their respective spheres. With these encouraging features before us we should not become weary in well doing, knowing full well that they who sow in tears shall reap with joy. Fidelity to the trust committed us is an absolute necessity, praying always with all supplication for God’s blessing to attend our labors in the Lord’s vine​yard. One altogether meeting was held during the year but the smallness of the number attending it did not give promise of any degree of success. One Institute was held in con​nection with and just prior to the present meeting of Presbytery. The discussions were well-calculated to interest those in attendance and awaken in them an abiding interest in the Sunday-School cause. We feel from the study of these facts that the General Assem​bly acted wisely in adopting this method of instruction. Young People’s Societies have not taken a strong hold upon a large number of our young people & hence but few of these societies have been organized in our midst. In closing this brief report your com​mittee would prayerfully exhort parents, teachers, and officers to carry this subject of the Sunday-Schools upon their hearts and make it a constant subject of prayer.”







          Respectfully submitted,





           A. H. Barkley, J. A. Salter, S. L. Wilson, Committee

The Committee on Home Missions were instructed to arrange with and compensate Rev T. D. Latimer for such evangelistic services as he could render.
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The Committee on Church and Christian Education made the following report which was adopted: “Your Committee on Church and Christian Education would submit the fol​low​ing report. A communication from the chairman of the committee appointed by the trus​tees of the Assembly’s Home and School is in our hands, calling attention to the action of the last General Assembly, authorizing them to apportion among the presbyteries, the re​main​ing debt of $6000.00. In view of this fact the amount of $140.00 was apportioned to this Presbytery. The committee requests that the Presbytery give its early attention to this matter, your committee therefore would recommend that the churches be urged at an early date to contribute to this cause and that the various amounts be forwarded to the chairman of this committee.”








Jas. M. G. Richardson, Chairman

Rev J. F. Turner was appointed chairman of the Committee on Colored Evangelization. Rev. J. F. Turner was authorized not to preach at Buena Vista until the commission settles the trouble there.

The report of the Committee on Leave of Absence was adopted.

It was ordered that Presbytery hold an adjourned meeting at the call of the Moderator or Stated Clerk during the meeting of Synod at Columbus in November.

The Committee on Minutes of the Assembly asked leave to report at the adjourned meet​ing in Columbus and request was granted.
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Rev. D. H. Ogden was added to the Committee on Presbyterial Sermon & Essay, and said committee was instructed to complete its report to Presbytery during the adjourned meet​ing at Columbus.

The following resolution of thanks was adopted: “Resolved that this Presbytery tender to the people of DeKalb their warmest thanks for the hospitalities extended to our members, and for the comfortable arrangements made for our transfer to and from the railroad sta​tion.”

The Standing Rule as to time of meeting was suspended and the time fixed for the next Stated Meeting of Presbytery at Okolona, is Wednesday at 8 p.m., before the first full moon in April 1903.

The minutes of today’s session were read and approved after which Presbytery adjourned with singing, prayer and apostolic benediction, to meet at the call of the Moderator or Stated Clerk during the meeting of Synod at Columbus in November.








J. F. Turner, Moderator.








Jno. D. Wilson, Temp. Clerk.

Attest:

E. H. Gregory, Stated Clerk.

Examined and approved as far as written by Synod at Columbus, Nov. 20, 1902.








H. R. Raymond, Moderator.
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Adjourned Meeting








Columbus, Miss., Nov. 20, 1902

Pursuant to adjournment at DeKalb Presbytery met at the call of the Moderator and was constituted with prayer by Rev. E. H. Gregory. The roll was called & the following mem​bers were found present:

Ministers


Elders



[Churches]

J. F. Turner


J. T. Murdock


Buena Vista

C. B. McLeod


S. L. Wilson


Friendship

J. W. Moss


D. McCarley


Okolona

J. M. Richardson

H. Woods, Jr.


Knox

D. H. Ogden


J. B. Perkins


Starkville

T. D. Latimer

E. H. Gregory

Rev. J. M. Richardson was elected Temporary Clerk.

A letter of dismissal from Cherokee Presbytery was presented by Rev. H. E. McClure and after a satisfactory examination on experimental religion, theology and church govern​ment he was received and his name ordered enrolled as a member of this body after he signed the obligation.

A letter of dismissal from Central Miss. Presbytery was presented by Rev. J. W. Moseley, Jr., and after a satisfactory examination in experimental religion, theology and church gov​​ernment he was received and it was ordered that his name be enrolled as a member of this body after he signed the obligation.

A call from the Okolona Church for the pastoral services of Rev J. W. Moseley, Jr., was presented and referred to a committee of which Rev E. H. Gregory was chairman, to ex​amine & report on same at the night session.
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Presbytery took recess until after the night session of Synod.








9:15 p.m.

Presbytery convened at 9:15 p.m. after the night session of Synod, and the committee appointed to examine call from the Okolona Church for the pastoral services of Rev J. W. Moseley, Jr., reported that they had examined the call and found it in order & recom​mended that it be placed in his hands. The call was then placed in the hands of Bro. Moseley and accepted by him.

A commission consisting of Rev E. H. Gregory, Rev D. H. Ogden, Rev J. F. Turner, and Ruling Elders H. S. Gilleylen and D. McCarley was appointed to install Bro. Moseley at Okolona on the first Thursday in Dec., at 8 p.m., Rev E. H. Gregory to preside, preach and propound the constitutional questions, Rev J. F. Turner to charge the pastor, and Rev D. H. Ogden, the people.

Elder H. O. Woods Jr., of Knox Church requested Presbytery to reconsider the action taken at DeKalb, and that it agree to supplement the salary of the pastor of said church to the amount of $50.00 for the ensuing year whether the way was clear to organize a church at Shuqualak and give it a portion of his time or not. The request was granted. 

Presbytery adjourned with prayer to meet at Okolona on Wednesday at 8 p.m., before the first full moon in April 1903.








J. F. Turner, Moderator.








J. M. Richardson, Tem. Clerk.

Attest:

E. H. Gregory, Stated Clerk.
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Called Meeting








Okolona, Miss, Jan. 5, 1903

Presbytery met in the Okolona Church Monday evening Jan. 5, 1903 pursuant to a call of the Moderator and was constituted with prayer by Rev. D. H. Ogden the last Moderator present. The following ministers and elders present:

Ministers


Elders

D. H. Ogden


H. S. Gilleylen


Aberdeen

J. W. Moseley, Jr.

L. T. Carlisle


West Point

E. H. Gregory


D. McCarley


Okolona

Rev. J. W. Moseley, Jr., was elected Tem. Clerk.

Rev. E. H. Gregory tendered his resignation as pastor of the West Point Church and Presbytery having learned through the representative of the Church, L. T. Carlisle, that the church concurred with him in the request, dissolved the pastoral relation.

Rev. E. H. Gregory tendered his resignation as Stated Clerk which was accepted by the Presbytery. On motion Rev. J. W. Moseley, Jr., was elected Stated Clerk.

Rev. E. H. Gregory was dismissed on his own request to the Presbytery of Meridian.

The minutes having been read and approved Presbytery was adjourned with prayer to meet at Okolona on Wednesday at 8 p.m. before the first full moon in April 1903.








D. H. Ogden, Mod.








J. W. Moseley, Jr., Tem. Clerk

Attest:

J. W. Moseley, Jr., Stated Clerk
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Okolona, Miss., Apr. 8, 1903

Pursuant to adjournment Tombeckbee Presbytery met in the Presbyterian Church at Oko​lona on Wednesday, April 8, 1903 at 8 p.m. The opening sermon was preached by the retiring Moderator, Rev. J. F. Turner, Text: John 5:39. After the sermon Presbytery was constituted with prayer by the Moderator. Upon roll call the following members were found present and enrolled:

Ministers


Elders



[Churches]

H. R. Raymond

D. McCarley


Okolona

T. D. Latimer


Wm Kilpatrick

Columbus

A. H. Barkley


S. F. Potts


Bethel

D. H. Ogden


H. S. Gilleylen


Aberdeen

H. E. McClure


S. L. Wilson


Friendship

Jno W. Moseley, Jr.

J. T. Murdock


Buena Vista

J. F. Turner


H. Woods


Knox





J. P. Unger (2nd day)

West Point





J. C. Crosby (2nd day)

Hamilton





J. B. Perkins (2nd day)

Starkville

Upon motion H. S. Gilleylen was elected Moderator and J. F. Turner Temporary Clerk and T. D. Latimer Reading Clerk.

A Devotional Committee consisting of J. W. Moss and D. McCarley was appointed by the Moderator. The following hours of meeting were adopted. Morning at 9 to 12. After​noon at 2:30 to 5. night at 8.

Presbytery adjourned with prayer by Rev. Dr. Raymond to meet Thursday morning at 9 o’clock.








Thursday, 2nd Day
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Presbytery met at 9 a.m. The devotional exercises were conducted by Rev. H. E. Mc​Clure. The minutes of previous meeting were read, corrected and approve.

On motion: “It was resolved that Presbytery refer to the Committee of Bills and Overtures, when appointed, the question of the propriety of inviting Ruling Elders of any church in our bounds to sit as corresponding members of this body.”

The minutes of the last meetings of Presbytery were read.

To correct an error in report of Auditing Committee found on page 101 the following minute was ordered: “In minutes of last Presbytery the report of the auditing Committee on Treasurer’s report contains two errors, viz.: in addition they give $57.06 which should be $76.06 and so give a balance of $38.06 where it should be $57.06.”

The Moderator appointed the following Standing Committees:

Statistical: J. W. Moseley, Jr., H. Woods, J. P. Unger.

Palmer Orphanage: Jno. W. Moseley, Jr., J. F. Turner, J. C. Crosby.

Pres. Sermon and Essay: H. E. McClure, D. McCarley, J. P. Unger

Sunday Schools: S. L. Wilson, J. P. Unger, J. F. Turner.

Bills and Overtures: H. R. Raymond, a. H. Barkley, Wm Kilpatrick.

Judicial: D. H. Ogden, T. D. Latimer, S. L. Wilson.

Narrative: D. H. Ogden, S. F. Potts, J. C. Crosby.

Records: H. E. McClure, A. H. Barkley, S. L. Wilson.

Auditing: J. T. Murdock, Wm Kilpatrick, S. L. Wilson.

Leave of Absence: D. McCarley, H. Woods, S. F. Potts.

Home and School: D. H. Ogden, J. W. Moseley, Jr., J. P. Unger.

Minutes of Gen. Assembly: D. H. Ogden, H. E. McClure, J. P. Unger.

The Committee on Home Missions made the following report: Your committee would make the following report as to the financial condition of the work:

Receipts during the year 190.77
Disbursed during the year $176. [cents illegible]

Balance, April 1st 1902    97.24
Balance, Apr. 7, 1903
      $111. [cents illegible]

Total


   288.07
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There are three groups of churches without pastors at this time: West Point and Osborn, Scooba with its group of churches, DeKalb and its group. In addition to this, Caledonia, Crawford and Amory are without preaching. We earnestly recommend and urge that the ministers of this Presbytery make an evan​gel​istic campaign in these fields during the summer. To this end we ask Presbytery to lay the following duty upon the ministers: each man to go to the field or fields assigned him and conduct a meeting of at least a week and put forth every effort for the building up of God’s people and the conversion of un​be​lievers. We submit the following schedule and recommend its adoption:

Rev. H. R. Raymond—Scooba.

Rev. T. D. Latimer—Raymond Chapel and Unity.

Rev. C. B. McLeod—Crawford and Wahalak Station.

Rev. H. E. McClure—Osborn and DeKalb.

Rev. J. D. Wilson—West Point and Amory.

Rev. J. W. Moseley, Jr.—Wahalak and Binnsville.

Rev. D. H. Ogden—Bloomfield and Pleasant Springs.

Of our 26 churches only 15 contributed anything to this work. We ask that Presbytery urge upon the churches the vital importance of this cause. We believe that the proposed campaign of missions is of supreme importance and to make it effective we ask that the Presbytery take the following action:

(1) To lay upon the ministers the task as indicated in above schedule.

(2) To instruct the Sessions to take freewill
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offerings at the meetings which shall be the remuneration of the minister.

(3) If these collections fail to cover the actual expenses of the trip, to notify the Treasurer of Home Missions Committee of deficit.

(4) To instruct the Treasurer of said committee to pay these amounts.

(5) That the Presbytery set apart a special time for the full discussion of the Home Mis​sion work.

This report was received and adopted.








D. H. Ogden, Chm.

It was moved and granted that Rev. J. W. Moss be dismissed to the Presbytery of Merid​ian.

On motion a letter of dismission was granted to Rev. D. M. Armentrout to the Presbytery of Ebenezer.








Presbytery took recess to 2 p.m.








Afternoon, 2nd Day

Presbytery was opened with prayer by Rev. A. H. Barkley. 

After discussion the report of the Home Missions Committee was adopted as a whole. On motion the Home Mission Committee was given full power within constitutional limits to think out and put into execution such plans as seem practical to it.

Rev. T. D. Latimer made a verbal report of his work as Evangelist. It was received and approved. Rev. T. D. Latimer tendered his resignation as Evangelist. It was accepted.

Bethel was selected as the next place of meeting.

The following commissioners and alternates to the next General Assembly were elected. Principals: Rev. D. H. Ogden and Elder S. L. Wilson. Alternates: Rev. J. F. Turner and Elder H. Woods.

The Committee on Bills and Overtures submitted
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the following report on questions [of] inviting ruling elders to sit as corresponding mem​bers: The Com. of Bills and Overtures to whom was submitted the overture touching the propriety of Presbytery inviting a ruling elder of any church in our bounds to sit as a cor​responding member would recommend an answer as follows:

1. The Book of Church Order, article 80, in providing for corresponding members men​tions ministers only.

2. The General Assembly made a decision in 188 [year illegible] see Alexander’s Digest, p. 36, which as we interpret it declines to authorize the appointment of ruling elders as corresponding members.

3. Presbytery does not therefore feel justified in adopting on this matter any departure from the usual custom of confining the invitations to ministers.








H. R. Raymond, Chm.

This report was received and adopted.

The Committee on Minutes of General Assembly report that the Assembly had sent down an overture on the “Latin Thesis.” On motion Presbytery gave its consent to the change, to wit, the striking out of the words “in Latin.”

The Committee on Records made their report which was received and adopted.








Recess was taken until 8 p.m. 

In the evening the communion service was held, Dr. H. R. Raymond preaching the ser​mon and conducting the services. 

Presbytery adjourned with prayer until 9 a.m., Friday.









Friday, 3rd Day.

The Presbytery was opened with prayer by Rev. D. H. Ogden, minutes of previous meet​ings read, corrected and approved.
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On motion a permanent committee was appointed on Palmer Orphanage. Rev. H. E. Mc​Clure made a verbal report of the condition of the Palmer Orphanage, in addition to the reading of a written report from the Rev. J. E. Jones, D.D., President of the Board of Trustees.

The report of the Committee on Ministerial Relief was reviewed and adopted. It is as follows as to recommendations: Therefore it is Resolved

1. That we recommend to the Session of each church within the bounds of the Presbytery that they appoint from their members a Permanent Committee on Ministerial Relief, whose duties shall be to look after the annual collections from their people of funds in behalf of this cause.

2. That this committee shall bring before their people the importance of this fund so as to stimulate greater interest among their people in this behalf and thus increase the annual collections for this cause.

3. That when collections are made that it shall be the duty of the Treasurer of the Church to remit the same.

4. That it be recommended to said committees that in making their annual collections, it be as much as they well can on a basis of 7% of the salary paid the minister.

5. That said chairman shall make annual written reports to the Presbytery through the representative of the Church showing the amount of money collected and remitted and any other facts of importance or recommendations which the committee may deem of im​portance to promote greater interest in this sacred cause.
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The report of the Committee on Systematic Beneficence was received and adopted. See Minutes of the General Assembly.

The report of the Committee for Presbyterial Sermon and Essay was received and adopted: Sermon on Sanctification by Rev. T. D. Latimer. Essay on [illegible word] of H. S. by Prof. D. A. Hill.







The Presbytery took recess until 2:30 p.m.









Afternoon, 3rd Day

The Presbytery was opened with prayer by Dr. H. R. Raymond.

A communication from Rev. Mr. McLeod informing of his wife’s serious illness and soli​citing the prayers of the presbytery was read. Presbytery was led in prayer by Elder J. P. Unger in her behalf.

The following report on program for Sunday School Institute was received and adopted:

Program of Sunday School Institute to be held under supervision of Tombeckbee Presby​tery at Bethel Church on Wednesday before the 1st full moon in October 1903, at 7:30 o’clock p.m.

Subjects

The Indispensable Qualifications of a Sunday School Teacher. H. S. Gilleylen.

How to Interest the Parents in the Sunday School Work. Rev. C. B. McLeod.

The Primary Work in the Sunday School. Rev. J. W. Moseley.

The Place of Young Peoples’ Societies in the Church. Rev. Dr. Raymond.

The Supervision of Young Peoples’ Societies by the Session. L. T. Carlisle.

Young Peoples’ Societies and the Sunday School as Missionary Organization. Rev. D. H. Ogden.








A. H. Barkley, Chm. T. D. Murdock.
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The report of the Committee on Sabbath Schools was received and adopted.

On motion the following committee was appointed to prepare a memorial on the life and work of Dr. J. D. Hutchinson, to be read at the Fall meeting of Presbytery: Rev. D. H. Ogden, J. C. Crosby and J. T. Murdock.

The following reports of the Treasurer were received from the Auditing Committee as correct:

Commissioners’ Fund

Amount on hand last report, Oct. 1892


$27.00

Bethel  






    2.00

Buena Vista 






    2.00

Centre Point  






    1.00

Starkville  






    6.00

Crawford 






    1.00

Lauderdale  






    2.00

Columbus  






  10.00

Houston  






    1.00

West Point  






    4.00

Okolona 






    5.00

Aberdeen 






    5.00

Hamilton 






    3.00

Knox 







    2.40

DeKalb 






    2.00

Bloomfield 






    1.00

Wahalak 






    1.00








$75.49

Disbursed

Paid D. H. Ogden 





  37.70

Paid S. L. Wilson 





  37.70








$75.40

Presbyterial Tax

Amount on hand last report, Oct 1902


$57.06

Buena Vista 






    1.00

Aberdeen 






    7.00

Houston 






    1.30








$66.36

Disbursed

Synodical Amount 





  20.00

Stated Clerk’s salary 





  15.00

General Assembly Tax 




  15.33

Publication Committee 




    1.75

Postage 






      .85

Postage &c Stated Clerk 




    2.00

Cash on hand 






  11.43








$66.36
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The Committee on Narrative made the following report, which was received and adopted: 

“Fifteen of twenty-six churches sent up narratives. The reports on the whole were good.

(1) All churches save one reported good attendance upon the services of the sanctuary. Some reported very good.

(2) All save a few reported family worship not good. There seems to be great need here.

(3) The observance of the Lord’s day by members is generally good. We are encouraged on this point.

(4) Training of children in Sabbath schools in scripture and in catechisms is good in about one-third of the churches, but poor in others. Neglected in the homes of all the others.

(5) Fidelity in financial support reported good by all the churches in spite of the fact that some have not paid pastor’s salary.

(6) Ministers paid in full by all churches save Starkville, Knox, Friendship and Houston.

(7) In few of the churches is there evidence of life and growth.

(8) Worldly conformity is reported as prevailing in about one-half of the churches.

(9) Only one church reports any evangelistic work.

(10) All save three groups have pastors. These are occasionally supplied by brethren of the Presbytery.”








D. H. Ogden, Chm.

The Committee on Publication made their report which was received and adopted.

The Committee on Christian Education made the following report. “Your committee to which was referred the communication from Assembly’s Home and School at Fredericks​burg, Va., report as follows: This Presbytery is apportioned $40.0 as its part of said Home and School’s indebtedness and it recommends that the
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full amount be raised on the floor.” The report was received and adopted. The amount raised was $41.00. The Stated Clerk was directed to remit to the Treasurer of said school.

The Committee on Ministerial Relief made the following report which was received and adopted: “The Committee on Ministerial Relief recommend that the following amounts be applied for, in aid of our beneficiaries: Dr. B. F. Peters $125.00, Rev. M. J. McLean, $150.00, and Mrs. O. H. P. Smyth $50.00.”








H. S. Gilleylen, Chm.

The Committee on Statistics made its report, see Minutes of Assembly 1903, which was received and adopted.

The Committee on Sabbath Schools and Young People’s Societies made its report, which was received and adopted.

The Committee on Minutes of Synod made the following report which was received and adopted:

(1) The committee are gratified to notice that Synod has accepted joint control of the Pal​mer Orphanage at Columbus, Miss., heretofore under the entire control of the Colum​bus Church.

(2) It is pleasant to learn that Chamberlain-Hunt Academy near Port Gibson, Miss., has been accepted by the Synod as the Synodical School for Young Men.

(3) It is observed also with interest that Synod after carefully examining the claims of various localities for a Synodical school for females adopted the North Mississippi Pres​by​terian College at Holly Springs, Miss.

(4) The attention of Presbyteries on pp. 107 and 108 is called to the plan of the Assem​bly’s Superintendent of Sabbath Schools to meet the demands of missionary territory.








H. R. Raymond, Chm.

On motion J. W. Moseley Jr., was appointed a subcommittee of one to act under control of Home Mission Committee in the raising of funds for
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support of a Sunday School worker and the securing and direction of said worker if the money is raised.

On motion the Stated Clerk was authorized to edit and print the “Old” Minutes of Tom​beckbee in parts at periods of six months, the expense for each part to be not more than $10.00 and to be paid by the Treasurer of Presbytery from the Presbyterial Tax.

The Committee on Foreign Missions made its report which was received and adopted.

The Committee on Education made its report which was received and adopted.



          The Presbytery took recess until after the evening preaching service.

After the preaching service, Mr. Carlisle of West Point read the essay on “The Calvinist as a Civil Factor.” A vote of thanks was tendered him by the Presbytery.

A vote of thanks was tendered the people of Okolona for their hospitality.

It was moved and carried that Presbytery adjourn to meet at Bethel at the regular stated time. Presbytery adjourned with singing and prayer.








H. S. Gilleylen, Moderator

Attest:

J. W. Moseley, Jr., Stated Clerk

[pages 120-122 are missing]
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Crawford, Miss., Oct 1st 1903

Pursuant to adjournment, Tombeckbee Presbytery met at Bethel Church, near Crawford, Miss., Oct 1st 1903, at 11 o’clock a.m. The last Moderator not being present the opening sermon was preached by Rev. J. F. Turner from Matt. 7:13. After the sermon Presbytery was constituted with prayer by Rev. J. F. Turner.

The roll was then called and the following ministers and elders were found present:

Ministers


Elders



[Churches]

A. H. Barkley


W. A. Campbell

Columbus

T. D. Latimer


W. H. Holmes


Aberdeen

H. E. McClure


J. H. Adcock


DeKalb

C. B. McLeod


W. S. Bates


Houston

Jno. W. Moseley, Jr.

W. D. Reed


Oak Grove

D. H. Ogden


J. T. Murdock, M.D.

Buena Vista

H. R. Raymond

J. A. Salter


Bethel

J. F. Turner


S. L. Henderson

Pleasant Springs

J. W. Moss


L. T. Carlisle


West Point

Upon motion Jno. W. Moseley, Jr., was elected Moderator and C. B. McLeod and D. H. Ogden, Clerks. The hours for meeting, recess and adjournment were set at 9 to 11 a.m. and 2 to 5 p.m.

The report of the Com. on Home Missions was made the first order of the day for the after​noon. The report of the Com. on Sunday Schools was made the first order of the day for the second afternoon







Presbytery took recess until 2 o’clock p.m.








Afternoon, Oct. 1st 1903
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Presbytery was called to order by the Moderator and after singing a hymn, Presbytery was led in prayer by Rev. J. W. Moss.

Standing Rules of Presbytery were read. Minutes of last meeting were read by Stated Clerk.

The following Standing Committees were appointed:

Bills and Overtures: H. R. Raymond, H. E. McClure and J. A. Salter.

Judicial: W. S. Bates, D. H. Ogden and W. A. Campbell.

Auditing: J. H. Adcock, J. T. Murdock and W. D. Reed.

Sermon and Essay: J. F. Turner and W. H. Holmes.

Leave of Absence: J. W. Moss.

Devotional: T. D. Latimer and J. A. Salter.

Minutes of Gen. Assembly: D. H. Ogden and W. A. Campbell.

Communications from Rev. J. D. Wilson, the Church of Aberdeen and the Hamilton Church asking dissolution of the pastoral relation between Rev. J. D. Wilson and the said churches were read and on motion the relation was dissolved. Elder W. S. Bates was requested to lead the Presbytery in prayer for the restoration [?]. Rev. J. D. Wilson was dismissed to the Presbytery of Western Texas. A committee consisting of Rev. J. W. Moseley, Jr., and Rev. D. H. Ogden was chosen to draft resolutions of sympathy on the part of the Presbytery for Brother Wilson.

Commissioner Rev. D. H. Ogden reported his attendance upon the Gen. Assembly at Lexington, Va.

A verbal report of the Home Mission Committee was heard and the following recom​mend​ations were adopted: (1) That Presbytery extend a call to Rev. R. L. Campbell as Evangelist for one-half of his time and the salary be fixed at $600.00 payable quarterly services to begin Jan 1st 1904, this to be done in connection with West Point and Osborne Churches which take the other half of his time. (2) That Presbytery add two ministers to the committee. (3) That in the sustentation work, the outstanding pledge after
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Jan. 1, 1904 be made conditional upon the churches sustained being up with the pastor’s salary.”

Rev. J. F. Turner tendered his resignation to Presbytery as pastor of the Houston group of churches. The resignation was referred to the Com. on Bills and Overtures.

Rev. H. E. McClure made a verbal report on the Palmer Orphanage.

The following recommendation was adopted: “The Presbytery hereby recommends that each Sabbath school within our bounds adopt a systematic monthly contribution for the benefit of Palmer Orphanage.”

Houston was chosen as the next place of meeting.







     Presbytery adjourned until 9 o’clock a.m.








Second Day

Presbytery was called to order at 9 o’clock a.m. Devotional exercises were conducted by Rev. J. W. Moss. Minutes of yesterday’s meeting were read and adopted.

The following Memorial of Dr. J. D. Hutchinson was read and adopted: “The Presbytery of Tombeckbee would bear testimony to the faithfulness and worth of Ruling Elder J. D. Hutchinson, M.D., who so often sat in this court of the Church and who now has been cal​led to a higher service. For many years he was a Ruling Elder, first in the Hamilton Church and later in the Columbus Church; and during the whole time of service never failed in the discharge of his duty. We hereby record this upon the minutes of the Presby​tery as a memorial to this good and useful man.”

The following report of the Committee on Sabbath Schools was received and adopted: “The Committee on Sabbath Schools would call the attention of the Presbytery to the action of the Assembly consoli-
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dating into one committee the Committees of Publication and of Sabbath Schools and Young People’s Societies, to be called the Committee of Publication and Sabbath School Work, and your committee recommends that this Presbytery make a similar change in the interest of simplicity and effectiveness of organization. Your committee would further call the attention of the Presbytery to the recommendation of the Assembly in its Execu​tive Committee after conference with the Presbyterial authorities, to apportion the sum of $ [amount is obscured] among the Presbyteries to be raised for the Publication cause dur​ing the ensuing year. The chairman of the Committee on Publication has already indica​ted to your committee that the sum of $100.00 would be the portion due from this Pres​bytery for the cause and your committee recommend that the Presbytery do now appor​tion this sum among its several churches to be paid to this cause, during the ensuing year, and that the churches be urged to respond to this call at the earliest possible moment.








A. H. Barkley, Chm.

Roll of churches, in accordance with Standing Rule 4 was called and all churches repre​sented reported expenses of representation paid.

The following resolution was adopted: “That churches neglecting to pay the expenses of their representatives to Presbytery, be sharply admonished by Presbytery through Stated Clerk and Sessions and urged to a performance of this important duty.

Explanation of Rev. T. D. Latimer for non-performance of duty in preparing doctrinal ser​mon was accepted.

A call from West Point Church for one-half the time of Rev. R. L. Campbell was re​ceived and referred to Committee on Bills [and Overtures].
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The Committee on Home Missions was empowered in case of its failure to secure Mr. Campbell to substitute any other suitable man.

It was made the third order of the day to hear Elder L. T. Carlisle on the Eldership.

The Treasurer made his report and it was referred to the Auditing Committee.








Presbytery took recess until 2 p.m.








Afternoon

Presbytery was called to order by the Moderator after singing a hymn and it was led in prayer by Dr. J. T. Murdock.

The Presbytery resolved itself into a committee of the whole and discussed the question of regrouping  [the churches] without any results.

The following motion was adopted: “Moved that Presbytery ask the Macon Church in view of the opening at Shuqualak and the sustentation given by Presbytery to permit its pastor to give one Sabbath a month to said field at Shuqualak.”

The Committee on Bills and Overtures reported the resignation of Rev. J. F. Turner as pastor of the Houston group and recommended that it be accepted. The report was re​ceived and adopted.

The Committee on Bills and Overtures reported the call from West Point Church for one-half the time of Rev. R. L. Campbell and recommended that it be placed in his hands. The report was received and adopted.
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Presbytery resolved to send Rev. J. F. Turner to the Scooba group of churches and that he be authorized to labor there until the next regular meeting of Presbytery or until the group calls a pastor and that $75.00 be contributed to help sustain him for the year, payable quarterly.

Elders L. T. Carlisle and W. A. Campbell were appointed a committee on Commis​sion​ers’ Fund.

The Auditing Committee reported that the Treasurer’s books and papers had been exam​ined and found correct. Report received and adopted.

The Committee on Sermon and Essay made the following report which was received and adopted: Presbyterial Sermon: “The Twofold Nature of Christ,” by Rev. T. D. Latimer. Presbyterian Essay: “The Comparison of the Systems of Church Governments,” by Elder A. F. Dent.

A communication from Shuqualak in regard to the transfer of certain property through to the M. E. Church South was referred to the Committee on Bills and Overtures.

Elder L. T. Carlisle was heard on the Proficient Elder. The following resolution was re​ceived and adopted: “Resolved: That the necessity confronting Tombeckbee Presbytery at this time, in reference to the question of advancing the cause of Christ in the weak and va​cant churches within the bounds of the Presbytery demands deeper consecration and a higher sense of the duties and responsibilities of the Eldership. Resolved: That ministers of the Presbytery, as well as the Evangelist, in supplying their own charges or vacant churches press the matter of the necessity of the sessions of churches providing services in the absence of pastors, upon both sessions and congregations. Resolved: That the Home
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Mission Committee have printed several thousand circulars embodying these ideas as well as emphasizing the deliverances of the Assembly along this line and Rule 15. And that it send them out to the sessions until it shall be ascertained that this method is a fail​ure or a success. Resolved: That a representative from each church in the Presbytery at the Spring or Fall meeting be insisted upon and that he bring a report of this method.”








L. T. Carlisle

The Committee on Commissioners’ Fund made the following report, which was received and adopted:

Aberdeen

$5.00
Buena Vista

$2.00
Bloomfield

$1.00

Center Point

  1.00
Columbus

10.00
Crawford

  1.00

DeKalb

  2.00
Friendship

  2.00
Hamilton

  3.00

Knox


  2.00
Houston

  1.00
Lauderdale

  2.00

Macon


  3.00
Oak Grove

  2.00
Okolona

  3.00

Osborn


  1.00
Pleasant Springs
  2.00
Starkville

  6.00

Unity


  1.00
Wahalak

  1.00
Wahalak Sta.

  1.00

West Point

  3.00
Bethel


  2.00
Binnsville

  2.00

Raymond Chapel
  1.00





            Total: $60.00








L. T. Carlisle, Chm.

The Committee on Bills and Overtures recommended that in regard to the communication from Shuqualak a committee, consisting of Rev’ds C. B. McLeod and J. F. Turner and J. A. Tyson be appointed to look into the matter and report to Presbytery as soon as conven​ient. The report was received and adopted.

The following resolution was adopted: Resolved that the Presbytery of Tombeckbee over​ture the Synod of Mississippi to appoint delegates to an Educational Conference, pro​posed to be held in Atlanta in connection with the University proposition.
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Rev. J. W. Moss was granted permission to labor out of the bounds of Presbytery for the next six months. 

Rev. J. F. Turner was granted permission to labor out of the bounds of Presbytery for the next six months.

Rev. C. B. McLeod signified his acceptance of the call from Macon Church. The fol​low​ing committee was appointed to install him on Wednesday, Oct. 21st at 7:30 p.m.: Rev. H. R. Raymond, Rev. D. H. Ogden and Elder A. F. Dent.

The Committee on Leave of Absence made the following report which was received and adopted: “The Com. on leave of Absence beg leave to make the following report. The following members of Presbytery were excused: J. H. Adcock, T. D. Latimer, W. S. Bates, and H. E. McClure.”








J. W. Moss, Chm.

The Committee on Statistics for Synod made the following report which was received and adopted: “Ministers 12, Churches 26, Licentiates, none, Pastoral relations dissolved 2, Ministers dismissed 2, Ministers removed by death, none. Licentiates ordained, none. Place of Spring meeting: Houston. Time: Thursday before the first full moon in April. Stated Clerk: Jno. W. Moseley, Jr., Okolona, Miss. Treasurer: A. H. Barkley, Crawford, Miss.”








D. H. Ogden, Chm.

The Moderator announced the following Permanent Committee on Publication and Sab​bath School Work: A. H. Barkley, T. D. Latimer, J. T. Murdock, J. B. Pickens, and L. T. Carlisle.

The following were added to the Committee of Home Missions: H. R. Raymond and T. D. Latimer.
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Rev. R. W. Mecklin was granted permission to labor in the bounds of Presbytery at Amory until the next meeting of Presbytery.

Evangelistic powers were granted Rev. J. W. Moseley, Jr., for the reorganization of the Amory Church.

Minutes of Presbytery were read, received and adopted.

A vote of thanks by rising, was extended to the people of Bethel for their hospitality.

Presbytery adjourned to meet at Houston, Miss., at the regular stated meeting, with sing​ing, prayer and the benediction.








Jno. W. Moseley, Jr., Moderator.

Attest:

Jno. W. Moseley, Jr., S. C.

Treasurer’s Report

Crawford, Miss.

Oct 1, 1903

Report on Presbyterial Tax:

Balance on hand, Apr. 1903


$11.43

Macon





  10.00

Pleasant Springs



    3.05

Crawford




    1.00

West Point




    4.00

Bloomfield




    2.70

Houston




    1.30

Columbus




  15.00

Buena Vista




    1.00

Bethel





    3.20

DeKalb




    2.00

Okolona




    5.00

Hamilton




    3.50
Total





$63.18

Disbursements:

Stated Clerk salary and postage
 
$16.50

Printing minutes



  10.00

Stationery and Postage for Treasurer

      .90

Balance on hand



  35.78






$63.18








A. H. Barkley, Treas.
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Examined and approved as far as written.








C. S. Newman, Mod.

Done at Synod in Laurel, Miss.

Nov. 19, 1903.
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Columbus, Miss., Dec. 17, 1903

Pursuant to a constitutional call, the Presbytery of Tombeckbee convened in the pastor’s study of First Presbyterian Church at 7:30 p.m. and was constituted by prayer. Present: Revd’s T. D. Latimer, H. E. McClure, D. H. Ogden and Elder Jno. A. Wilson. Rev. D. H. Ogden, being last Moderator present, presided and Elder Jno A. Wilson was elected Clerk.

The special call of Presbytery was for the dismissal of the Rev. T. D. Latimer to the Pres​bytery of Transylvania, synod of Kentucky, if the way be clear. Rev. Mr. Latimer made the statement to Presbytery that he had in his hands a call from the First Pres​by​terian Church of Springfield, Ky., and respectfully asked to be dismissed to said Presby​tery of Transylvania.

Presbytery unanimously granted the request, praying that the blessing of God may attend him in his new field of labor, and that he may be abundantly blessed in his work.

Presbytery was adjourned with prayer and the apostolic benediction.








Dunbar H. Ogden, Mod.








Jno. A. Wilson, Tem. Clk.

Attest:

Jno. W. Moseley, Jr., S. C.
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Houston, Miss., Apr. 28/1905

The Presbytery of Tombeckbee met in the Houston Presbyterian Church at 11 a.m., Apr. 28, 1904. Rev. Wm M. Eldridge preached the opening sermon by request of the retiring Moderator. Text: Jude 3, after which Presbytery was constituted with prayer. Upon roll call the following presbyters [were] present:

Ministers


Elders



[Churches]

Rev. A. H. Barkley

J. A. McRea


Bloomfield

Rev. J. W. Moss

H. M. Jenkins


Wahalak Sta.

Rev. J. W. Moseley, Jr.
E. G. Hardin


Bethel

Rev. J. F. Turner

J. B. Perkins


Starkville





C. P. Smith


Hamilton





J. T. Murdock


Buena Vista





Jno. P. Peden


Friendship





R. B. Marion


Oak Grove





W. S. Bates


Houston





J. P. Unger


West Point





H. S. Gilleylen


Aberdeen







Presbytery took recess until 2:30 p.m.








Afternoon of First Day

The following officers were elected: J. P. Unger, Moderator and Rev. J. F. Turner, Tem. Clerk. The minutes of previous meetings and the Standing Rules were read.

Dr. T. W. Raymond of Holly Springs addressed the Presbytery on the Mississippi Synod​ical College.

The following Standing Committees were appointed by the Moderator:

Devotional: J. W. Moseley, Jr., and W. S. Bates.

Sermon and Essay: J. B. Perkins and R. B. Marion.
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Church Records: A. H. Barkley and C. P. Smith.

Statistics: J. W. Moseley, Jr.

Young People’s Societies: H. M. Jenkins

Bills and Overtures: J. W. P. Peden and J. F. Turner.

Auditing: Dr. J. T. Murdock and E. G. Hardy.

Leave of Absence: J. W. Moss and H. M. Jenkins

Narrative: J. B. Perkins and J. W. Moseley, Jr.

Sunday Schools: H. M. Jenkins.

Systematic Beneficence: J. T. Murdock and J. A. McRae.

Rev. J. McG. Richardson was granted a letter of dismission to the Presbytery of North Mis​sissippi.

Call of West Point Church for pastoral services of Wm. M. Eldridge was referred to Com. on Bills and Overtures.

The overture concerning the removal of Wahalak Sta. Church to Shuqualak was referred to Com. on Bills and Overtures.

The calls of Knox and Wahalak Churches was referred to a special committee.

Rev’ds T. W. Raymond of North Miss. Presbytery, Wm. M. Eldridge of West Lexington Presbytery [Va.] and J. M. Rhea of Meridian Presbytery were invited to sit with the Presby​tery as corresponding members.

Rev. Wm M. Eldridge was received by letter and examination from the Presbytery of West Lexington.

Candidates T. T. Kimbrough from Augusta Presbytery [Ga.] and C. B. Boyles from Co​lum​bia Presbytery [Tenn.] were received under care of Presbytery, examined ac​cord​ing to Section VI, Paragraphs 131, 132 and licensed.









    Recess taken until 9 a.m.









Second Day

Presbytery met at 9 a.m. Elder H. M. Jenkins conducted devotional exercises. The min​utes of previous meeting read and approved.
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The Moderator appointed the following committee to examine and report upon the report of the Committee of Home Missions: Rev. J. W. Moseley, Jr., Elders J. B. Perkins, E. G. Hardie, C. P. Smith, H. M. Jenkins and H. S. Gilleylen.

At 11 a.m. Mr. C. B. Boyles preached his trial sermon, which was sustained. Recess ta​ken.









Afternoon Session

Presbytery met at 2:30 p.m. It was decided to elect representatives to the Assembly and select the next place of meeting at 3 p.m.

The report of special committees on the call for Rev. J. F. Turner was received, recom​mending that they be placed in his hands. The report was adopted. Rev’ds C. B. McLeod and J. W. Moss, with Elder H. M. Jenkins were appointed a committee to install Rev. J. F. Turner at Scooba and Giles.

The report on systematic beneficence was received and adopted.

Rev. J. W. Moseley, Jr., and Elder H. S. Gilleylen were elected principal representatives to the Assembly at Mobile, Ala., and Rev. H. r. Raymond, D.D. and L. T. Carlisle, alternates.

West Point was selected as the next place of meeting.

Prayer by Rev. J. M. Rhea, at the request of Presbytery was made for the son of H. H. Aston. This is a child of the covenant dedicated at baptism to the Gospel Ministry.

Report on statistics was received and adopted. See minutes of the General Assembly for 1904.

Rev. J. W. Moseley, Jr., reported as having organized
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a church at Amory, Miss., with 17 members, 2 elders and 1 deacon.

The Committee on Narrative reported the following which was received and adopted: “The Committee on Narrative have had in their hands reports from 16 churches and find that the attendance upon Sabbath services is very good, but there is a distressing neglect of family worship. It gives the committee pleasure to say that the training of the children in the scriptures and catechisms is good, and that the churches as a rule are prompt in the payment of the pastors’ salaries. There has been no special outpouring of the Spirit but most of the churches have had accessions by confession of faith. Worldly conformity is not characteristic of the church members. The evangelistic work is comparatively ne​glected by all the churches, which seems a sad commentary on the ministers and brethren. The churches, with the exception of two, are supplied with the preached word.








J. B. Perkins, Chm.

The following report on Ministerial Relief was received and adopted: “That since the Spring meeting of 1903, of this Presbytery, Rev. B. F. Peters, one of the beneficiaries of this fund, an aged and honored member of this Presbytery for many years, has departed this life, and been called to his reward in the world beyond, leaving only Rev. M. J. Mc​Lean and Mrs. O. H. P. Smyth surviving beneficiaries to this fund in this Presbytery. I re​gret to report that the collections for the year ending Apr. 1904 have not been satis​fac​tory. Some of the churches responded with their usual liberality, while several failed to make and report any collections at all. At the last Spring meeting of this Presbytery, it
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recommended to the sessions of the various churches the appointment of a permanent committee on ministerial relief so as to stimulate interest and to secure a collection from each church within the bounds of our Presbytery, but only a few, as I learn, of the ses​sions have responded to this request. We are the recipients of a larger amount from this fund, than we pay into the Executive Committee. We should at least contribute an amount equal to that which we receive. I recommend that permission be granted to make appli​cation for a renewal of the present amount of $150.00 for Rev. M. J. McLean and $50.00 for Mrs. O. H. P. Smyth.”








H. S. Gilleylen, Chm.

The Committee on Essay and Sermon reported that they recommend Rev. J. F. Turner for the Sermon and A. F. Dent of Macon for the Essay. This was received and adopted.

The special committee on Shuqualak Church matters made the following report which was received and adopted: “Your committee recommend 1st. That the Presbyterian inter​est in the Union Church at Shuqualak be not sold and 2nd. That a Presbyterian Church be organized at once.”








J. F. Turner, Chm.

The Committee on Bills and Overtures report that it has examined the call of the West Point Church for the services of Rev. Wm. M. Eldridge and finding it in order recom​mend that it be placed in his hands and that a time and committee be appointed for the installation. Adopted. The following committee was appointed on installation: Rev’ds J. W. Moseley, Jr., D. H. Ogden and H. R. Raymond, D.D., at their discretion.
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Rev. J. F. Turner was given evangelistic powers to organize a church at Shuqualak.

The following report on Sunday-School Institute was received and adopted:

Program for Sunday School Institute to be held at West Point, Oct. 19, 1905.

Subjects

1st. “The Obligation of Parents, officers and Other Members of the Church to the S. School in Making it an Efficient Organization in the Work of the Church.” L. T. Carlisle.

2nd. “The Object of Establishing the Sunday School as an Arm of Church Work.” H. R. Raymond.

3rd. “The Opportune Moment in the Life of the Sunday School.” D. H. Ogden.

4th. “The Great Awakening in the Life of the Sunday School.” C. B. McLeod.

5th. “The Model Sunday School.” J. W. Moseley, Jr.

6th. “The Sunday School as a Means in Leading the Children to Christ.” J. F. Turner.








A. H. Barkley, Chm.

The special committee on Home Mission Report, after reading and amending it recom​mend that it be adopted as follows: “Your Committee would respectfully report as fol​lows: Starkville, Columbus, Okolona, the West Point group, the Macon group and the Scooba group have pastors or pastors-elect, who are in the field. The DeKalb group is being supplied by Mr. C. B. Boyles. The Bethel group is being supplied by Rev. J. M. Rhea. The Houston group is being supplied by Mr. T. T. Kimbrough. The Aberdeen group is without pastor or supply. The Amory Church is supplied by Rev. R. W. Mecklin. We report with gratitude that every church within our bounds is at present supplied, save the Aberdeen and Hamilton Churches, which form a group able to
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support a pastor. We learn that steps are now being taken, looking to the calling of a pastor. During the past year we have assisted the Macon group, the Houston group, the DeKalb group, the Scooba group, and are now aiding the Amory Church. In addition to these we are pledged to assist the West Point group, and we are hoping to organize a church at Shuqualak, which will need aid. We must have $600.00 for the coming year. The evangelistic campaign of last summer was blessed in some twenty-two confessions of Christ. The special Sabbath School work was successful. We recommend as follows: (1) That this Presbytery fix $600.00 as the minimum that must be raised during the coming year for local Home Mission work and (2) that it urge upon all pastors the im​portance of evangelistic work, whether it be done in special meetings or from Sabbath to Sabbath, (3) that Bethel, Lauderdale and Shuqualak be constituted the Shuqualak group. This was adopted.








D. H. Ogden, Chm.

The following report of the Treasurer of the Committee of Home Missions was received and adopted: To the Presbytery of Tombeckbee, Apr. 27, 1904:

Balance, Apr. 7, 1903



$111.76

Receipts for year



  155.99






  267.75

Disbursements




  209.75
Balance, April 27, 1904


    58.00








D. H. Ogden, Treas.

The Auditing Committee returned the following reports of the of the Treasurer of Presby​tery and
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reported them correct. The report was received and adopted.

Treasurer’s Report on Presbyterial Tax at Houston

Balance on hand at Bethel


   35.78

Friendship




     4.00

Oak Grove




     2.00

Starkville




     8.00

A Friend




     2.56

E. G. Hardy




     1.00

A. H. Barkley




       .50

J. T. Murdock




       .25

Oak Grove




       .80

Houston




       .50

Raymond’s Chapel



     4.90






   60.29

Henry Aston




     5.00






   65.29

Per Contra

Synodical Tax



    
   20.00

Assembly’s Tax



   15.59

Com. of Publication



     1.75

Stated Clerk




   15.00

Stated Clerk’s expenses


     3.00

Old Minutes




   10.00






   65.34

Treasurer’s Report on Commissioners’ Fund

Crawford




     2.25

Bethel





     2.00

Hamilton




     3.00

Raymond’s Chapel



     2.00

DeKalb




     1.50

Oak Grove




     1.00

West Point




     3.00

Bloomfield




     1.00

Starkville




     6.00

Friendship




     2.00

Houston




     1.00

B. Vista




     2.00






   26.75

Contra

J. W. Moseley, Jr.



    13.37 ½ 

H. S. Gilleylen




    13.37 ½ 







    26.75








A. H. Barkley, Treas.
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The Committee on Sabbath Schools and Young Peoples’ Societies made report which was rec’d and adopted. See Minutes of Assembly for 1904.








    Presbytery took recess until 8 p.m. 









The Presbytery met at 8 p.m.

The committee on installation of Rev. C. B. McLeod reported as having finished its work. The report was received and adopted. 

The report of the Committee on Sessional Records was received and adopted. The criti​cisms were recorded in books and signed by the Moderator.

Popular lectures by Messrs Boyles and Kimbrough were delivered as parts of trial and sus​tained.

The report of the Committee on Ministerial Education was received and adopted.

The following report on Leave of Absence was received and adopted. The following were excused: E. G. Hardy, J. B. Perkins and C. P. Smith.









J. W. Moss, Chm.

Rev. J. W. Moss was granted permission to labor outside of bounds for next six months.

The following additions were made to the Permanent Committee on Examinations. Natu​ral and Revealed Theology: Wm. M. Eldridge. Ecclesiastical History: J. W. Mose​ley, Jr.

The minutes were read and approved.

A rising vote of thanks was extended the people of Houston.

Adjourned to meet at West Point, Oct. 20/05.









J. P. Unger, Mod.

Attest:

J. W. Moseley, Jr., S. C.
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West Point, Miss., Oct 20, 1904

Tombeckbee Presbytery met at West Point, Miss., Oct. 20, 1904, at 11 o’clock a.m. Rev. D. H. Ogden preached the opening sermon for the retiring Moderator, Elder J. P. Unger, from the text found in 1st Timothy, 4th chapter and 14th verse, after which the Presbytery was constituted with prayer.

The following members were found present:

Ministers


Ruling Elders


[Churches]

H. R. Raymond, D.D.

J. P. Unger


West Point

Jno. W. Moseley, Jr.

J. A. Orr


Columbus

J. Frank Turner

J. B. Perkins


Starkville

Wm M. Eldridge

W. H. Holmes


Aberdeen

Dunbar H. Ogden

J. J. Boyd


Hamilton

C. B. McLeod


S. L. Wilson


Friendship

H. E. McClure (2nd day)
W. D. McJunkin

Oak Grove





A. A. Montgomery (2nd day)
Osborn





W. S. Bates (2nd day)

Houston





J. T. Murdock


Buena Vista

The following officers were elected: Rev. C. B. McLeod, Moderator, J. B. Perkins, Tem. Clerk.

Rev. Wm. M. Eldridge and J. P. Unger were appointed a Committee on Devotional Ex​er​cises. The hours were fixed as follows: Morning session from 9 to 12, afternoon from 2 to 5. Night from 7:30 to adjournment.








Recess was taken until 2 p.m.

Afternoon Session

Presbytery was called to order at 2 p.m. by the Moderator. Minutes of last meeting of Presbytery and Standing Rules were read.

The following Standing Committees were appointed by the Moderator:

Judicial—H. R. Raymond and D. H. Ogden.

Auditing—J. F. Turner and J. J. Boyd.

Devotional—W. M. Eldridge and L. T. Carlisle.

Sermon and Essay—D. H. Ogden and S. L. Wilson.

Leave of Absence—W. H. Holmes and J. T. Murdock.

Minutes of Gen. Assembly—W. M. Eldridge and J. A. Orr.

Bills and Overtures—H. R. Raymond and W. D. McJunkin.
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Rev. A. H. Barkley’s reasons for absence from Presbytery were sustained, and his resig​nation as Treasurer of Presbytery was accepted with regret, and Rev’ds D. H. Ogden and H. R. Raymond were appointed a committee to write a suitable letter.

The communication of Assembly’s Home and School is referred to Committee on Min​utes of General Assembly.

The excuse of Elder A. F. Dent for failure to read the essay was accepted.

Rev’ds Mr. Gray of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church, J. M. Rhea of the Presbytery of Meridian, and W. A. Hall of the Central Mississippi Presbytery were invited to sit as cor​res​ponding members.

The following amounts were pledged by the churches for the Home Mission Work to be paid by Jan 1st 1905: Columbus 25.00. West Point 15.00. Starkville 15.00. Macon 10.00. Scooba group 5.00. The following pledged conditionally: Aberdeen 10.00. Hamilton 10.00. Oak Grove 2.50. Buena Vista 5.00. Friendship 5.00.

Presbytery ordered the consolidation of the committees of Ministerial Relief and Educa​tion, and orders the appointment of a Permanent Committee on Assembly’s Home and School.

Rev’ds D. H. Ogden and Wm. M. Eldridge and Elder S. L. Wilson were appointed a committee to reorganize the permanent committees of Presbytery.

Elder L. T. Carlisle was elected Treasurer of Presbytery.

10:30 a.m. Friday was appointed the hour to hear the Presbyterial Sermon by Rev. J. F. Turner.

The report of the Committee on Foreign Missions was made the 1st order of the day for Friday afternoon.

The report of the Committee of Colored Evangelization was made the order for Friday night at 7:30. 





Presbytery adjourned until tomorrow morning at 9 o’clock.
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2nd Day

Presbytery met at 9 a.m., and was constituted with prayer by the Moderator, after which the Presbytery was led in devotional exercises by Mr. T. T. Kimbrough.

Rev’d J. f. Turner was authorized to ask Pleasant Ridge Church for letter for member received into Shuqualak Church.

The work of the Palmer Orphanage was made the second order of the day for the after​noon.

The following report of the Home Missions Committee on dismissal of C. B. Boyles to the North Mississippi Presbytery was received and adopted: “In view of the fact that Rev. C. B. Boyles, a licentiate of this Presbytery, offers through this committee his resignation of the work of supplying the DeKalb group, and requests to be dismissed as a licentiate to the North Mississippi Presbytery, and in view of the fact that the report of the work in the DeKalb group is in many points encouraging, the only dissatisfaction being in DeKalb and that without just cause. This Committee on Home Missions recommends as follows:

(1) That the Presbytery refuse to grant the letter of dismission for the reason that we have ready work to which we believe Mr. Boyles is suited.

(2) That Presbytery proceed at this meeting to ordain Mr. Boyles to the full ministry of the gospel as an evangelist.

(3) That Presbytery continue Mr. Boyles in the DeKalb group as supply, until the Spring meeting of Presbytery.

(4) That Presbytery instruct Rev. Jno. W. Moseley, Jr., to visit the group of churches at once and insist upon larger and more definite financial support and counsel the churches in behalf of the Presbytery concerning the work.







D. H. Ogden, H. R. Raymond, J. B. Perkins, 







            Home Missions Committee.
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The following report of the Permanent Committee on Foreign Missions was received and adopted: 

I. That contributions were made to this cause, the last Assembly year, from West Point, Macon, Okolona, Columbus, Starkville, Knox, Aberdeen, Hamilton, Bethel, Lauder​dale, De​Kalb, Bloomfield, Friendship, and Oak Grove. [Amounts for each church are listed, but in many cases are illegible.]  In all from the 14 churches $806.00. Twelve churches are not credited with any contributions.

II. That the field of Foreign Missions is now extending rapidly, and this work is really en​couraging as conducted under the direction of our Assembly’s Committee at Nashville.

III. That the very cheering growth of this branch of Christian labor makes it necessary that contributions should be regular and liberal. All the people and churches are urged to remember this cause, both in their prayers and gifts continually.








H. R. Raymond, Chm.

The Presbyterial Sermon on Adoption was preached by Rev. J. F. Turner.

The following report of Com. on Reorganization of Permanent Committees was received and adopted: We recommend the following Permanent Committees—

Education and Relief: H. S. Gilleylen, J. P. Unger and W. S. Bates.

Foreign Missions: C. B. McLeod, J. B. Perkins and S. F. Potts.

Home Missions: D. H. Ogden, H. R. Raymond, J. W. Moseley, Jr., Wm M. Eldridge and

     J. B. Perkins.

Colored Evangelization: J. F. turner, J. A. Orr, and Jno. A. Neilson.

Publication, Sabbath Schools and Young Peoples’ Societies: W. M. Eldridge, J. W. 

     Moseley and L. T. Carlisle.

Palmer Orphanage: J. W. Moseley, Jr., and S. L. Wilson.

American Bible Society: H. E. McClure, James Adcock.

Church and Christian Education: J. W. Moseley, Jr., and H. S. Gilleylen.

Assembly’s Home and School: H. R. Raymond and J. P. Unger.

Committee on Examination: 

     Experimental Religion: The Moderator.

     Ancient Languages: C. B. McLeod, H. R. Raymond.

     Mental Philosophy: J. W. Moseley, D. H. Ogden.

     Theology: H. R. Raymond, Wm M. Rhea.

     Ecclesiastical History: D. H. Ogden, J. F. Turner.

     Sacraments and Church Government: Wm. M. Eldridge, C. B. McLeod.
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Afternoon Session

Presbytery was called to order at 2 p.m. by the Moderator. The Committee on Foreign Missions conducted a service in the interest of that cause as the first order of the day.

Rev. Mr. McClure of the Palmer Orphanage was heard in the interest of that institution.

The following overture to the Synod of Mississippi was received and adopted: “The Presbytery of Tombeckbee would respectfully call the attention of the Synod of Mis​sissippi to the following facts:

(1) The minutes of the Assembly of 1904 show that there are 48 vacant churches within the bounds of our six presbyteries, including Ethel. These vacancies are as follows: Cent​ral Mississippi, 9; Chickasaw, 2; Meridian 5; Mississippi 10; North Mississippi, 18; Tom​beckbee, 4. Total 48.

(2) There is an expressed desire on the part of many that the Synod of Mississippi resume its Home Mission work. This attitude of mind seems to indicate that there is some felt need which cannot be met by the smaller presbyteries.

(3) The fact is patent that our largest ecclesiastical problem to-day is the creation of some means by which ministers without work, and churches without pastors may be brought together.

(4) It is thoroughly in accord with Presbyterian principles and practice to place in the hands of some of one presbyter specific work looking to the welfare of the church at large.

In view of these facts the presbytery of Tombeckbee asks the synod of Mississippi to take the following action:

(1) To resume its Home Mission work.
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(2) To do this through a committee consisting of the chairman of the Home Mission Com​​mittees of the respective presbyteries.

(3) To elect a chairman of the committee thus constituted, who shall be a paid officer and called by the Synod to a special work.

(4) This chairman shall be known as the Synodical Superintendent, and shall have special charge of all vacant churches within the bounds of the Synod, working in each case in con​nection with the chairman of the Committee of Home Missions of the Presbytery.

(5) His duties shall be (a) to aid the churches in securing pastors, (b) to preach and hold meetings in the fields that are vacant, (c) to press out into unoccupied fields so far as his time and strength will permit.

(6) If this general plan appears reasonable and wise, the Presbytery asks that the Synod at once appoint the chairmen of the Presbyterial Committees on Home Missions as a special committee to formulate definite plans for the carrying out of this idea, and instruct said committee to report before the adjournment of Synod.”







[The origin of this overture is not stated.]

The following memorial of Rev. B. F. Peters was received and adopted: 

In the death of this father in Israel, the Presbyterian Church has lost an eminently learned, humble, sane and consecrated servant of Christ. The “Old Guard” is going. In the de​par​ture of B. F. Peters there is lost the highest type of “an olden-time” minister, known and called for yeoman work. Like the son of Shaphat, I would sing of this servant of God. “My father, my father, the chariot of Israel and the horsemen thereof” [II Kings 2:12]. 

In the terms of the nineteenth century, Sept. 3, 1818, this Samuel was born of saintly par​ents in the 
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Abbeville District of South Carolina. I infer that he was a dutiful son who hon​ored his parents, for God gave him a long life, longer by far than the three-score years and ten. He died Nov. 3, 1903, having lived eighty-four years and two months. 

In his early days he contemplated the law as his life work, and as equipment for this profession, which in the “Old South” was the “open sesame” for seekers after fame found in halls of legislation, he was liberally educated at the Alabama and Virginia Universities. 

After graduation in law at the University of Virginia he lived for a season in Richmond, Va., and while here he was converted under the preaching of Rev. Dr. Stiles, pastor of the Shockhoe Hill Presbyterian Church. This was in April 1844, in his twenty-sixth year. Convinced of his call to the ministry, he entered Union Seminary of new York in the autumn of 1844. He graduated in June 1847, and was licensed by the Presbytery of East Hanover in October 1847. The first two years of his ministry were spent in Virginia, one year as supply of the Holmes and McKamie Churches and one year as agent of the Virginia Bible Society. 

After spending a year at his old home in South Carolina, he started for northwest Louisi​ana, and then as a pioneer in a country where organized Presbyterianism was unknown he labored for eight long hears. He preached all over the parishes of Claiborne, Webster, Bossier, Caddo, and DeSoto. This period was the prime of his life, from his thirty-third to forty-first year, and was very productive in the Master’s work. He organized churches at Minden, Homer, and Athens. He rode two hundred miles, many of them through the road​less region of the Mississippi swamps, on horseback
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to the Synod of Mississippi in session at Jackson, Miss., to obtain authority for the or​ganization of a Presbytery in this remote section of the far west. He was successful and thus through his [illegible words] was brought into existence the Presbytery of Red River. He preached as a [illegible word] evangel far and wide, and sowed the seed for a spiritual church that has wielded an influence inexpressibly. 

With the coming of civil strife, he returned to the East and made Livingston, Ala., his home. In and around here he preached for four years. During this period he did mission work in many places in Tuscaloosa Pres​bytery, especially in Fayette County. 

After the war, like so many of the Southern minis​ters, he combined teaching with preach​ing and thus sustained himself in the then-impov​erished Southland where the salary of a rural minister was almost nothing. The good that was done in these days in school and in church, by consecrated ministers of the gospel, who here and there in the remote regions, lifted aloft the torch of learning and proclaimed the gospel of peace—may more be writ​ten in books—but it has been and shall be written on the hearts of hundreds who have been and who will be a benediction to our land and Lord. Oh for the combination prea​cher and teacher to-day, who far from the madding crowd would minister unto the multi​tude in intellectual and spiritual darkness. 

In 1881 he accepted a call from a group of churches in Sumter County, Alabama, and for two years served Oxford, Elizabeth and Epes. For four years he was the pastor of Lau​derdale, Toomsuba, DeKalb and Bloomfield in the Presbytery of Tombeckbee. In 1888 his old love for Louisiana returned and for three years he labored in the bounds of the Presbytery of Louisiana at Plaquemine and Atchafalaya. In 1892 he returned to Missis​sippi and made his home with his daughter Mrs. Mark Porter of Porterville, Miss. 
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Now he is an old man having passed the three-score years and ten, but he is still vigorous in mind and body, and assumes full charge of a group of churches in the Presbytery of Tombeckbee. In the winter of 1893 he is confined to his bed with a severe attack of “La Grippe,” and from this subtle disease he never recovers sufficiently to do efficient work, although he preached occasionally up to his eightieth year. 

Dr. Peters as he was univer​sally called, although he may never have received the degree of D.D., was a past master in the service of theology. He would have made a great tea​cher of theology. Places might have been his, but his modesty made him shrink from self-assertion. “The shallow mur​mur but the deep are dumb,” was exemplified in him, for there was never a more silent man on his own excellencies this side of heaven. His co-presbyters recognized his emi​nent abilities, and revered him for his calmly quiet, Christ-like qualities. He was frequently moderator of Presbytery, and commissioner to the Gen​eral Assembly. He was examiner in theology, and his catechizing of the candidates was a rare treat to the brethren. His ques​tions were to the point and as clear as crystal. He was chosen to address the Pres​bytery on the occasion of the 250th anniversary of the Westminster Assembly on the “Theology of the Westminster Assembly.” 

He was a great preacher, and could expound the book of Romans in an intensely inter​est​ing way. He knew by heart much of the Bible, and could quote whole chapters from Paul’s epistles without error. He knew the cate​chisms and Confession of Faith from end to end. He preached a clear cut covenant Calvinism and indoctrinated the people with long and logical sermons. 
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In personal appearance he was a striking man, tall and commanding, with raven hair and eagle eye, fine featured face and clarion voice. In his early days he was a master of assemblies and a leader of men. But he sought not the place of position and power. He loved the people who lived by brook and stream, far from the marts of trade. He was a simple man after the model of the Master and lived in a simple way.

Dr. Peters was twice married, first to Miss Amanda Anderson of Richmond, Va., and next to Miss Ada Frierson of Tuscaloosa, Ala. Three children survive him. T. M. and R. F. Peters, of Fayette, Ala., and Mrs. Mary E. Porter of Porterville, Miss.

As the leaves were falling in the November days of 1903, this aged servant of God fell asleep, and realized instantly that “the souls of believers immediately pass into glory.”

How beautiful is sleep

The sleep that Christians know:

Ye mourners: Cease your woe,

While soft upon his Savior’s breast

The righteous sinks to endless rest.

It was ordered that this memorial be published in the S.W. Presbyterian and Christian Observer and that copies be sent to the family.

Rev. J. F. Turner reported the organization of a Presbyterian Church at Shuqualak with 12 members, 2 elders and 1 deacon.

Rev. D. H. Ogden reported that Rev. Wm M. Eldridge was installed as pastor of the West Point Church on the second Sabbath in June 1904.

Rev. C. B. McLeod reported that Rev. J. F. Turner 
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had been installed pastor of Knox (Scooba) Presbyterian Church on June 22nd 1904.

Rev. Jno. W. Moseley, Jr., commissioner to the last General Assembly made his report ver​b​ally which was received and adopted.

Mr. C. B. Boyles a licentiate of this Presbytery was examined on all parts of trial for ordination and duly ordained as an evangelist.







      Presbytery adjourned to meet at 9 a.m.








Third Day

Presbytery was constituted with prayer by Moderator. Minutes of previous meeting read and adopted.

The following assessment for Commissioners’ Fund was received and adopted: Aberdeen 5, Centre Point 1, DeKalb 2, Macon 3, Osborn 1, Unity 1, West Point 3, Buena Vista 2, Columbus 10, Friendship 2, Houston 1, Oak Grove 2, Pleasant Springs 2, Wahalak 1, Bethel [number obscured], Bloomfield 1, Crawford 1, Hamilton 3, Okolona 3, Starkville 6, Wahalak Sta. 1, Binnsville 2, Raymond Chapel 1, Knox 3. Total $63.

The following paper was adopted: Resolved: The State Superintendent and the County Superintendents of Education are respectfully requested to have the Bible taught by reading and recitation in all the public schools of Mississippi.

Houston was selected as the next place of meeting. The time of meeting was changed to Wednesday, 2 p.m.

The Leave of Absence committee made the following report which was received and adopted: The Committee on Leave of Absence has granted requests from Rev. H. E. Mc​Clure, Elders J. J. Boyd and J. B. Perkins.








J. T. Murdock, Chm.

The Committee on Sermon and Essay made the following report which was received and adopted: 
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The Committee on Sermon and Essay suggest the following appointments. Sermon: Rev. W. M. Eldridge—“The Conquest of the World for Christ.” Essay: Rev. H. R. Raymond, D.D.—“The Love of God as an Article of Presbyterian Faith.”








D. H. Ogden, Chm.

The Auditing Committee report that they have examined the following report of the Treasurer and find it correct.

Report of Treasurer

Collected

Buena vista 1, Binnsville 1, Starkville 8, Shuqualak 1.55, Hamilton 3.50, Crawford .80, DeKalb 2, Bloomfield 2.40, Pleasant Springs 4.34, Raymond Chapel .70, Okolona 5, Houston 2, Knox 3.20, Wahalak 2.30, Columbus 17.50, Aberdeen Pres. 9.50, Aberdeen commissioners 5.00. = 69.79.

Disbursed

Stated Clerk 15.00, Stated Clerk Expenses 2.50, Old Minutes 10.00
 = $27.50
Balance on hand






    $42.29

The report was received and adopted:

The usual vote of thanks was extended the people of West Point for their hospitality. 

The Presbytery adjourned with doxology and apostolic benediction.








C. B. McLeod, Moderator.

Attest:

Jno. W. Moseley, Jr., S. C.

Examined and approved as far as written. Done at Synod in Holly Springs, Miss., 

Nov. 18, 1904.








W. M. Sydenstricker, Mod.
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Called Meeting








West Point, Miss., Jan. 19, 1905

Pursuant to the following call: “The requirement of the Book of Church Order having been met, the Presbytery of Tombeckbee is hereby called to meet on Thursday, Jan. 19, 1905 at 7:30 p.m. at West Point, Miss., for the purpose of transacting the following busi​ness:

(1) To consider the resignation of Rev. J. F. Turner as pastor of Knox Church.

(2) To dismiss him, if the way be clear, to Meridian Presbytery.”








C. B. McLeod, Moderator.

The Presbytery of Tombeckbee met in the Presbyterian Church of West Point, Miss., and was called to order and opened with prayer by the Rev. D. H. Ogden, Moderator. Minis​ters Present: Rev. D. H. Ogden, Rev. J. F. Turner, and Rev. Wm M. Eldridge. Elders pres​ent: Wm Kilpatrick of the Columbus Church and J. W. Carter of Knox Church.

Rev. J. F. Turner tendered to the presbytery his resignation as pastor of Knox Church. Elder J. W. Carter, the representative of Knox Church read a communication from said church, uniting with the Rev. J. F. Turner in petition to the Presbytery for the dissolution of said pastoral relations. It was granted.

The minutes of this meeting were read and approved, after which Presbytery adjourned with prayer by the Rev. J. F. Turner and the apostolic benediction by the Rev. D. H. Ogden. 








D. H. Ogden, Mod.








W. M. Eldridge, Clerk pro. tem.
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Houston, Miss., April 12, 1905

The Presbytery of Tombeckbee met at Houston, Miss., April 12, 1905 at 2 p.m. Rev. D. H. Ogden preached the opening sermon in the absence of the retiring Moderator. The Presbytery was constituted with prayer by Rev. J. W. Moseley, Jr., the last Moderator present. The following members were found present:

Ministers



Elders



[Churches]

Rev. H. R. Raymond, D.D.

L. D. McDowell

Starkville

Rev. D. H. Ogden


J. A. Orr


Columbus

Rev. J. W. Moss


J. C. Crosby


Hamilton

Rev. J. W. Moseley, Jr.

H. L. Morrison

Okolona

Rev. Wm M. Eldridge


S. F. Potts


Bethel






W. S. Bates


Houston






J. F. Brown


Oak Grove






S. L. Wilson


Friendship

The following were elected to the respective offices: Rev. Wm M. Eldridge, Moderator, H. L. Morrison, Temporary Clerk, and J. C. Crosby, Reading Clerk.

The minutes of last meeting of Presbytery were read. The Standing Rules were read.

Rev. J. W. Moseley, Jr., and Elder W. S. Bates were appointed on a Devotional Commit​tee.


Rev. C. B. Boyles was granted a letter of dismission to the Presbytery of North Missis​sippi.

Reasons for non-attendance of Rev. A. H. Barkley were read and sustained.

Rev. W. V. Frierson was invited to sit as a corresponding member. Rev. W. V. Frierson presented a letter of dismission from the Presbytery of Central Texas
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and after a satisfactory examination was enrolled as a member of Presbytery.

Rev. W. V. Frierson was appointed chairman of Com. on Foreign Missions.

Rev. D. H. Ogden, chairman of Com. on Home Missions made his report which was rec’d and its consideration was made the first order of the day. 

Rev. D. H. Ogden resigned as chairman of the Committee of Home Mission and its co​n​sideration was made the second order of the second day.

The Presbyterial Sermon by Rev. Wm M. Eldridge was made the order of the day for Wednesday evening at 8 o’clock.








Recess was taken until 8 o’clock









Night Session

Sermon on Foreign Missions preached by Rev. Wm M. Eldridge from Matt. 28:18-20. Presbytery was called to order and the following Standing Committees were appointed:

Judicial: Raymond and Orr.

Auditing: Crosby and McDowell.

Devotional: Bates and Moseley.

Sermon and Essay: Ogden and Wilson.

Leave of Absence: Moss and Brown.

Minutes of General Assembly: Raymond and Orr.

Bills and Overtures: Ogden and Wilson.

Church Records: Frierson, Wilson and Crosby.

Statistics: Moseley and Potts.

Church Societies: Wilson.

Narrative: Frierson.

Sunday School Statistics: Ogden and Wilson.

Systematic Beneficence: Moseley and Potts.

Sabbath: Frierson.

Minutes of Synod: Raymond.







Presbytery adjourned to meet at 9 a.m.
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2nd Day

Presbytery was called to order by the Moderator at 9 a.m. The devotional exercises were conducted by Rev. J. W. Moss.

Communication from oak Grove Church in regard to the engagement of Rev. D. L. Barr as stated supply was referred to the Committee on Bills and Overtures. 

Communication from Rev. C. B. McLeod in regard to his pastoral relationship to the Macon Church was referred to the Committee on Bills and Overtures.

Resignation of Rev. D. H. Ogden was taken up and rejected.

The Auditing Committee reported on the following report of the Treasurer of Home Missions Committee which was received and adopted:

Treasurer’s Report

Balance on hand, April 2tth 1904


$58.00

Receipts for year




440.96

Disbursements





412.23
Balance for year




  28.73

Balance on hand, 4/10/05


            $86.73

Stamps

$1.30

In bank
85.43
Total
          $86.73








D. H. Ogden, Treas.

Rev. H. R. Raymond, D.D. and Elder H. L. Morrison were elected principal com​mis​sioners to the General Assembly and Rev. W. M. Eldridge and Elder J. C. Crosby were elected alternates.

Shuqualak was chosen as the place for the Fall meeting of Presbytery.

It was made the second order of the day for the afternoon meeting to hear Rev. M. E.
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Melvin on “The Synodical Sunday School Work.”

Free conversation on the state of religion in the bounds of the Presbytery was made the third order of the day for the afternoon.








Afternoon

Presbytery was called to order at 2 p.m. by the Moderator. The following elders were enrolled: H. S. Gilleylen, Aberdeen; A. F. Dent, Macon; and L. T. Carlisle, West Point. 

Rev. M. E. Melvin was introduced and invited to sit as a corresponding members. Rev. M. E. Melvin addressed the Presbytery in the interest of the Sunday School work. Rev. J. W. Moseley, Jr., Jr., and Elder L. T. Carlisle were appointed to make a suitable reply.

A free conversation on the state of religion in the bounds of Presbytery was participated in by all the brethren, a verbal report being given by the representatives of the various churches.

The Committee on Bills and Overtures recommend that the relationship of Rev. C. B. McLeod to the Macon Church be dissolved and that a letter of dismission be granted him to the Presbytery of Mobile. The report was received and adopted.

The Committee on Bills and Overtures has in hand requests from Oak Grove, Friendship and Houston Churches for the for the services of Rev. D. L. Barr as stated supply until the next meeting of Presbytery. Your committee
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recommend that these requests be granted and that the papers together with the signed agreement be filed in the archives of Presbytery. The report was received and adopted.

The report of the Committee on Assembly’s Home and School was received and adopted. 

The following report on address of Rev. M. E. Melvin was received and adopted: “Your committee to which was referred the address of Rev. M. E. Melvin would report that the Presbytery has heard with pleasure the splendid address of Bro. Melvin and that the thanks of the Presbytery be extended him and that it be cordially commended to the members of the Presbytery.” 








J. W. Moseley, Jr., Chm.

The following reports on Ministerial Education and Relief were received and adopted: 

Ministerial Education.

“That Mr. H. M. Jenkins of King College, Bristol, Tenn., is the only candidate for the min​istry from our Presbytery, that he is pursuing his literary studies at said college in the senior year, that $75.00 was appropriated to aid him this year. 

“That of the 26 churches in our Presbytery only 11 contributed to this cause during the year, that $150.00 was contributed for the year as against $106.47 for the previous year, that no offerings for this cause during the year was made by any of the Sunday schools and societies in our Presbytery.”








H. S. Gilleylen, Chm.

Ministerial Relief.
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“That the only beneficiaries of this fund in the Presbytery are Rev. M. J. McLean of Louisville, Miss., and Mrs. N. E. Smyth of Lake, Miss., that the former had an appro​priation of $150.00 and the latter of $50.00 for the year ending March 31st 1905, which has been fully paid.

We hereby recommend the same appropriations for said beneficiaries for the year ending March 31, 1906.”








H. S. Gilleylen

The following report on licentiate T. T. Kimbrough was received and adopted: “Licen​tiate T. T. Kimbrough requests Presbytery to ordain him as an evangelist, his health not justifying him in seeking a pastorate and that not preventing him from undertaking from time to time, work among our feeble churches. Presbytery agrees to proceed to his exami​nation for ordination as evangelist, it being understood that his labors if ordained shall be with the concurrence of presbytery’s Committee of Home Missions and that he shall look to the churches and fields served for his compensation.”








H. R. Raymond.

It is ordered that when Presbytery adjourns here that it adjourn to meet in West Point at 1 o’clock p.m., last Thursday in June.

The report of the Committee on Church Records was received and adopted.

It was made the first order of the day for the morning session to hear Elder L. T. Carlisle.








Recess was taken until 8 p.m.

After sermon by Rev. D. H. Ogden, Presbytery was called to order by the Moderator.
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Rev. E. E. Thornton of the Baptist Church and Rev. W. L. Groves of the Methodist Church were introduced to Presbytery and invited to sit as visiting brethren.

Mr. T. T. Kimbrough was partially examined and examination sustained as far as exam​ined.







Presbytery adjourned until Friday 9 a.m.








Morning Session, 3rd Day.

Presbytery was called to order by the Moderator. Devotional exercises were conducted by the Moderator. 

Mr. L. T. Carlisle delivered an address on the advisability of Presbytery publishing a small religious paper to be sent to every member of churches in this Presbytery with a view to working up the sleeping churches. Moseley, Crosby, Dent and Gilleylen were appointed a committee with Mr. Carlisle in regard to publishing the paper.

Report of Committee on Sabbath Schools was received and adopted.

The overture from the Assembly on Paragraph 79, Book of Church Order was answered in the affirmative.

Report on Systematic Beneficence was received and adopted.

Report of Committee on Statistics was received and adopted and Clerk was authorized to make any corrections and send report to Gen. Assembly.

[165]

Wednesday at 11 a.m. before the full moon in April and October was made the regular time of meeting instead of Thursday as heretofore.

Rev. W. V. Frierson was made chairman of Permanent Committee on Foreign Missions.

Committee on Colored Evangelization was appointed as follows: J. A. Orr, Rev. T. T. Kimbrough and J. A. Wilson.

Committee on Publication and Colportage was completed by the addition of A. F. Dent and J. C. Crosby.

Committee on Examination was completed as follows: W. V. Frierson was added to the Committee on Oriental Languages. Ogden, Frierson and Moss, Committee on Ecclesi​as​ti​cal History. Rev. T. T. Kimbrough to Committee on Sacraments and Church Govern​ment.

Report of Committee on Young People’s Societies was received and adopted.








Recess was taken until 2 p.m.








Afternoon Session, 3rd Day

Presbytery was called to order at 2 p.m. by the Moderator. 

Colossians 3:10 was assigned as a text to licentiate Kimbrough for his ordination sermon. Licentiate Kimbrough’s sermon was sustained as part of trial. Whole examination was then sustained and he was ordained as an evangelist.

Report of Committee on Sabbath was received and adopted.

Report of Committee on Narrative was
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received and adopted.

Report of Committee on Foreign Missions was received and adopted.

The following resolutions were received and adopted: “Resolved that the Stated Clerk be directed to transmit a copy of the narratives adopted by the Presbytery requesting the Superintendent of each County to adopt the Bible as a textbook in all the schools of the State.”

“Resolved that each minister of the Presbytery be instructed to preach a sermon to each of their congregations in the interest of colored evangelization and that he make a report to this Presbytery at its next meeting.”








J. A. Orr

The Committee on publishing a small paper to be called The Tombeckbee Presbyterian recommend that the paper be launched under the management and editorship of Elder L. T. Carlisle, with the chairmen of the Committee of Home Missions and Publication and Colportage together with the Stated Clerk as co-editors, the Presbytery not to be respon​sible for its financing. This report was received and adopted.

$19.00 in the hands of the Stated Clerk raised for Sunday school work was directed to be given to Mr. Carlisle in aid of the enterprise.

Committee on Leave of absence made its report which was received and adopted.

Rev. J. W. Moseley, Jr., was appointed a committee of one to write a memorial of Rev. M. J. McLean and present it to next meeting of Presbytery.
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The Treasurer was given the privilege of making his report at the adjourned meeting of Presbytery to be held in West Point.

The usual vote of thanks was voted the Christian people of Houston for their hospitality.

Presbytery adjourned with doxology and the apostolic benediction.








Wm M. Eldridge, Moderator.

Attest:

J. W. Moseley, Jr., S. C.

[page 168 is blank]
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West Point, Miss., June 29, 1905

The Presbytery of Tombeckbee met pursuant to adjournment in West Point, Miss., June 26, 1905. The Presbytery was constituted with prayer by Rev. Wm M. Eldridge. The fol​lowing ministers and elders were present:

Ministers


Elders



[Churches]

Rev. Wm M. Eldridge

S. L. Wilson


Friendship

Rev. J. W. Mosley, Jr.

J. F. Brown


Oak Grove

Rev. D. H. Ogden

Wm S. Bates


Houston





L. T. Carlisle


West Point

A letter of dismission from the Presbytery of Chickasaw was presented by Rev. D. L. Barr, and after examination he was received into the Presbytery.

Communications were received from the Houston and Friendship Churches asking for the services as pastor of Rev. D. L. Barr for ¼ of his time each. After consideration Pres​bytery placed the calls in his hands.

The following committee was appointed to install Rev. D. L. Barr at such time as the com​mittee and elders may decide: Rev. J. W. Moseley, Jr., Rev. Wm M. Eldridge, Rev. D. H. Ogden and Elder L. T. Carlisle.

The committee was instructed to act upon calls to be presented by Oak Grove and Buena Vista Churches.

Mr. Robert Newton Marion, a member of the Oak Grove Church was received as a candidate for the Gospel
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Ministry and recommended to the Com. on Ministerial Education.

The Stated Clerk was granted the privilege of depositing in the Mississippi Department of History and Archives the “old” records of the Presbytery.

Rev. D. H. Ogden resigned as associate editor of the Tombeckbee Presbyterian, and Dr. H. R. Raymond was selected in his stead.

Presbytery adjourned to meet at Shuqualak at the stated time in October with the apostolic benediction and prayer.








Wm M. Eldridge, Mod.

Attest:

J. W. Moseley, Jr., S. C.

Treasurer’s Report—Houston, Miss., [April] 14, 1905

Oct. 24, 1904

Amt. on hand last report


$42.29




Lauderdale Church, Pres. Tax


    3.30




Bethel





    3.40

Dec 12


West Point




    6.00

Apr. 14, 1905

Columbus




  15.00




Macon





    4.80




Binnsville




    1.40




Osborne




    1.00









  76.89

Apr. 14, 1905

Transferred to Commissioners’ Fund

    5.00




Stated Clerk’s salary and expenses

  17.50




Blanks for Presbytery reports


    2.00




Synod Tax




  20.00




Assembly Tax




  15.60




Printing old Minutes



  16.79









  76.89

Commissioners’ Fund

April 14, 1905

Amt on hand




    6.00





Collected at Houston



  49.50




Paid H. R. Raymond



  27.75




Paid H. T. Marion



  27.75








L. T. Carlisle, Treasurer.

Roll of Ministers

A. H. Barkley

T. D. Latimer


Dm. Transylvania Presbytery.

M. J. McLean


Died while a member of Tombeckbee Presbytery.

H. R. Raymond, D.D.



B. F. Peters


Died while a member of Tombeckbee Presbytery.

E. H. Gregory


P. West Point, dm. Presbytery of Meridian 1.5.03

G. A. Strickland

Dm. Transylvania Presbytery 10.10.02.

W. E. Hill


Died while a member of Tombeckbee Presbytery.

J. W. Moseley, Jr.

Ord. 1899. P., Knox

D. M. Armentrout

dm. Presbytery of Ebenezer 4.8.03.

Dunbar H. Ogden.

Ord. and inst. P., Columbus, 1900.

Jas W. Moss


Rec. from Columbia Presbytery, Oct 1901.

J. Frank Turner

Rec. from Nashville Presbytery, Oct 1901.





Dm. to Meridian Presbytery.

C. B. McLeod


Rec. from E. Ala., Presbytery, April 17, 1902.

Jas McG. Richardson

Rec. from Red River Presbytery, Oct 11, 1902.





Dm. to N. Miss. Presbytery.

H. E. McClure


Rec. from Cherokee Presbytery, Nov 20, 1902.

Jno W. Moseley Jr.

Rec. from Central Miss. Presbytery, Nov. 20, 1902.

Wm E. Eldridge

Rec. from W. Lexington Presbytery, Apr 28, 1903.





Dm. to W. Lexington Presbytery.

C. B. Boyles


Rec. by ex. and ord., dm. N. Miss Presbytery.

W. V. Frierson


Rec. from Presbytery of Central Texas.

T. T. Kimbrough

Rec. by ex. And ord., Dm. Central Miss. Presbytery.

D. L. Barr


Rec. from Chickasaw Presbytery.

W. R. McCalla

Rec. from Cherokee Presbytery.

J. D. Wilson


Rec. from Western District Presbytery.





Dm. to Presbytery of West Texas.

J. G. Johnson


Rec. from Nashville Presbytery

L. R. Simpson


Rec. from Presbytery of Pine Bluff.

J. J. Hill


Rec. from Presbytery of Upper Missouri.

H. M. Sydenstricker

Rec. from Chickasaw Presbytery.

I. N. Clegg


Rec. from Chickasaw Presbytery.

Roll of Churches—1899

Churches


Clerks of Session


Post Office

Aberdeen


W. H. Holmes

Amory



Edgar Smith

Binnsville


Maj. J. B. Robinson

Buena Vista


Sam’l King

Bloomfield


Roy Campbell



DeKalb

Bethel



E. G. Hardy



Crawford

Carolina


Jno. A. Morrow


Dixon

Center Point


C. G. Thompson


Macon

Columbus


W. A. Campbell

Crawford


J. W. Cavenah

DeKalb


Wm A. Hopper

Friendship


W. A. Marion



Van Vleet

Hamilton


J. C. Crosby, C. P. Smith

Houston


W. S. Bates

Knox



J. W. Carter



Scooba

Louisville


Robt. P. Smythe

Macon



A. F. Dent

Oak Grove


R. B. Marion



Houlka [?]

Okolona


W. J. Stockett, D. McCarley

Osborn



A. A. Montgomery

Pleasant Springs

S. L. Henderson


Preston, Kemper County

Starkville


John B. Perkins

Unity



Dr. A. C. Malloy


Caledonia

Wahalak


Wm A. Perrin, Giles George Kimbrough

Wahalak Station

John T. Williams, James Junkin

West Point


J. P. Unger

Enondale


Wm Currie

Lauderdale


Dr. W. J. Stevenson

Candidates for the Ministry

Thomas F. Kimbrough
Scooba.

Harry Moseley Jenkins 
Wahalak.

A. Pickens Watson

Starkville.

Robert Newton Marion
Houlka.

James Eugene McJunkin
Houlka.

Eugene Crumpton Scott
Columbus.

W. E. Rackett


Houlka.

� Clay County was created April 4, 1872. Named in honor of American statesman, Henry Clay, Clay County was originally organized from parts of Chickasaw, Lowndes, Monroe and Oktibbeha Counties, and named Colfax County after Schuyler Colfax, Vice-President in the Grant administration. In 1876, the Mississippi legislature changed the name to Clay County. Its county seat is West Point.








