In order to assist you in the planning stages of your trip, please read this Travel Information document for a closer look at some of the more practical issues. 

Travelling to the Galapagos
To travel to the Galapagos you will need to fly to the International Airports in Ecuador, either in Quito or Guayaquil, then take a local flight on either of the following airlines: TAME, AEROGAL or LAN to the airport in Baltra Island, in the Galapagos. Flights to the Galapagos depart in the morning only and so you will probably need to spend a night on the continent on one or both legs of your trip.  For TAME, LAN or AEROGAL flights you will need to check in at least 90 minutes before departure. International flights require check in two hours before departure so please plan accordingly.  

Before checking-in to your flight to Galapagos you will need to visit two counters in the airport: the Consejo de Gobierno de Regimen Especial de Galápagos counter (ex-INGALA for those that have visited the islands before) and the Agencia de Regulación y Control de la Bioseguridad y Cuarentena para Galápagos (ABG) (ex AgroCalidad-SICGAL) quarantine station or vice versa depending if you fly from Quito or Guayaquil.

At the Consejo de Gobierno de Galápagos counter you will have to purchase a US$10 transient card.  

At the Agencia de Regulación y Control de la Bioseguridad y Cuarentena para Galápagos (ABG) you will need to pass through a quarantine station where your luggage will be X-rayed. Please make sure you have no live animals, seeds, fruits, vegetables, or other potential sources of invasive species. Your hand luggage will also be checked when you arrive in Baltra.

For more information on restricted products check on the following link:

www.bioseguridadgalapagos.gob.ec under “Lista de productos” (this document is in Spanish).

Layover Hotels in Quito and Guayaquil:

If you do need to stay on the continent some of the options are:

Guayaquil:

Hotel Oro Verde

Location: 9 de Octubre Street
Phone: 593 42327999

Fax: 593 4 2329350
http://www.oroverdehotels.com/gye/
Grand Hotel Guayaquil

Location: Boyaca entre Clemente Ballen y 10 de Agosto

Phone: (593-4) 232-9690

Fax: (593-4) 232-7251
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Hotel Marcelius 

Cdla. Kennedy Norte José Falconí y José Alavedra Tama Mz. 102 Villa # 12 

Phone: (593-4) 2296044 

Fax: (593-4) 2394297

Guayaquil
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Hotel City Plaza

Boyacá 922 y Victor Manuel Rendón

Guayaquil

PBX: (593)4-2309209
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Quito:

Hotel Quito

Av. González Suárez N27 142 
Phone: (593)2 254 4600 
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Hotel Finlandia
(593) 2 244287/288/289
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Puerto Ayora: 

For staying in Puerto Ayora there are many hotel options to choose from, starting from $15 per night all the way to over a $1000.    The ones we suggest are between $90 to $330 per night and are good options, located in town and close to everything.  

There are also plenty self catering places in town where you could stay.
Book your hotel reservations well in advance to avoid problems of lack of space.


Mainao ($115)

C. Matazarnos e Indefatigable
Phone: (593)5 2527 029 
www
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Mi Caleta Inn $90- $135


Location: C. Daphne S/N y Petrel, Barrio El Eden
Phone: (593)5 2527375 
www.galapagos-micaletainn.com
Galapagos Suites ($120- $150)


C. Cucuve s/n y C. Floreana.
Phone: (593)5 2526 209 
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Sol y Mar ($308- $330)
Av. Charles Darwin (junto a Banco del Pacifico)
Phone: (593)5 2526 281 
www.hotelsolymar.com.ec
info@hotelsolymar.com.ec
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Arriving in Galapagos

On arrival in Galapagos join the queue for international tourists. When you get to the desk you will be asked to pay the US$100 Galapagos National Park entrance fee, but you should inform them your name and that you are here for the conference, if you do not have a previously arranged letter exonerating from paying. They should have your name and passport details on their list of exemptions if you had successfully processed the paperwork before hand. Please note that this exemption is only for the authorized activity. 

If you plan on partaking in tourism pay the US$100 entry fee in cash (not traveler cheques) in Baltra.  You will have to produce proof of payment before you can join any cruise. 

National visitors should pay a $6 entry fee.

You will then enter the waiting area to pick up your luggage. 

Your hand luggage will then be checked by the Agencia de Bioseguridad de Galápagos quarantine inspectors. 

Transport from the Airport to Puerto Ayora

The airport is on Baltra, a separate island, to the north of Santa Cruz island. Puerto Ayora is located on the south side of Santa Cruz. Baltra is run by the Ecuadorian Air Force, and is not part of the Galapagos National Park. To get from the airport to Puerto Ayora you board a bus (free) to take you to the Itabaca Channel between the two islands (please check the sign on the bus when you take it, the sign should indicate “CANAL”), and then cross on a ferry ($0.80).  From the Itabaca Channel to the Puerto Ayora you have several options:

1. If transportation has been arranged for you, you will be met by someone holding a sign with your name on it.  This person will drive you to Puerto Ayora.

2. If you are arranging your own transport you can take one of the white pickup truck taxis to Puerto Ayora for $18.00.

3. For the more adventurous there are buses waiting that will take you to Puerto Ayora for $1.80.  When you arrive in Puerto Ayora you can take a local taxi to your Hotel or the place where you are staying for $1.00.

Your trip from the Canal to Puerto Ayora will take about an hour.  You will pass through the arid northern zone of Santa Cruz Island, up to the highlands and then down to the town through the agricultural zone. 

GENERAL INFORMATION

Puerto Ayora

Puerto Ayora is the largest town in the Galapagos archipelago, with an estimated population of over 15,000 people. While not the provincial capital (which is Puerto Baquerizo Moreno on San Cristobal island), it is the tourist centre for the islands, with around 4000 tourists passing through each week, primarily to visit the giant tortoise breeding centre next to the Charles Darwin Research Station. Both the CDF and the Galapagos National Park Directorate have their main offices and laboratories in Puerto Ayora. 

Shopping

In the town there is a selection of shops selling a range of basics (supermarkets, corner shops, hardware stores, pharmacies, cloths shops, etc), as well as a wealth of shops selling Galapagos souvenirs (t-shirts, jewellery, carved Galapagos animals, mugs and Ecuadorian craftwork, etc.), and travel agencies. 

Restaurants

Restaurants offer a range of foods at varying prices, from a basic day menu plate of fish/ meat and rice for around 5 dollars to European style dishes at 20 dollars plus. Vegetarians will find a moderate range of options in the restaurants, although the cheaper end of the market tends to be meat and fish dominated. 

Bottled drinking water is readily available (tap water comes from bore holes and is brackish; it should NOT be consumed), as are fresh local fruit juices and imported sodas / fizzy drinks. 

Some of the options are:

La Garrapata, Isla Grill, Il Giardino

Café Hernán (sandwiches, pizzas, grilled food, salads)

Galapagos Deli (sandwiches with home made bread, pizza,salads, ice cream)

Lo y Lo (Ecuadorian food)

La Tintorera

El Chocolate (daily lunch menu).

Internet and Phone Service

There are a number of internet cafes in the town, as well as several telephone centres where international calls can be made very easily and inexpensively. Note that it is often difficult to receive faxes.

Electricity

Electricity is the same as in the United States and Canada, however it is supplied by generator, 110V, 60hz. There are frequent brown outs and power outages. If you have any sensitive gear please bring the appropriate protection, or you can buy it locally. In some installations 220V is also available.

In general there are the standard American 2 pin plug (plug A as below), but there are a number of the 2 pin plus earth plugs (plug B as below), the plug A fits these. 

	Plug A - 2 pins:
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	Plug B - 2 pins plus round earth:
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Documentation

· Valid Passport 

· Color copy of the Picture Page from Passport 

· Airline Tickets 

· Emergency Contact Numbers 

· Copy of travel insurance policy 

While on the mainland of Ecuador law requires you carry proof of identification with you at all times. We recommend carrying a copy of the picture page rather than the actual passport. You will need to bring your passport with you for entrance into the Galapagos National Park. 

Ecuador welcomes visitors without need of a visa for stays up to 90 days with a passport valid through the duration of their stay, unless you are a citizen (passport holder) from one of the following countries:

Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, Nepal, Nigeria, Pakistan, People’s Republic of China, Somalia.

Exceptions

· Colombians can travell between Colombia and Ecuador with National Identify Cards and International Embarkation Disembarkation cards. 

Note:
A. Citizens from the People’s Republic of China living in the U.S. must be green card holders in order to acquire a visa waiver prior to their trip to Ecuador; otherwise, a visa must be obtained at the corresponding consulate. 

B. Beginning January 21, 2013, Ecuador is requiring that Cuban citizens receive an invitation letter prior to entering Ecuador through international airports or frontier admission points. 

Your passport must be valid for at least 6 months beyond your travel dates. 
Banking and Currency

Ecuador uses the U.S. dollar as its official currency.

If you plan to use an ATM machine, please check with your bank to find out if your ATM card can be used overseas, and make sure the card has been programmed with your personal identification number (PIN). You should also check the maximum amount you can withdraw per day. The usual amount limit for most is US$200.00 per day. 

Major credit cards are useful on mainland Ecuador for paying for hotel extras and for shopping at larger stores. Otherwise, use U.S. dollars in small denominations. There are ATM machines (Cirrus, MasterCard, Maestro, Plus and Visa) in Guayaquil and Quito. 

While in the Galapagos, it is convenient to have U.S. dollars in small denominations for miscellaneous purchases, though shopping is limited. Most shops will accept Visa and MasterCard, but few will accept American Express.
In Puerto Ayora there are two major banks, ‘Banco del Pacifico’ and ‘Banco Pichincha’, where you can extract money with international credit or debit cards from the money-machine. In order to get a cash advance in the bank it is only possible in the teller window with Visa or Mastercard. NOTE: MasterCard debit cards appear to work better than VISA debit cards. 

American Express can only get cash advances through ATM machines.

Note that anything which involves queuing might take a long time! 

Travellers’ cheques are not recommended.

Sending and Receiving Mail

There is a post office in town but postal service is slow, but now reliable. We recommend not having mail sent or forwarded to you here for the short period of your stay.

Language

Spanish is the national language of Ecuador, but many people especially in Galapagos speak or understand at least some English, due to the tourist influence.

It is always helpful to know a few words in a country’s native tongue, so here is a short list of Spanish words that may come in handy on your trip: 

	Hello
	Hola

	Goodbye
	Adiós/ Chao

	Yes
	Sí

	No
	No

	Please
	Por favor

	Thank You
	Gracias

	You’re welcome
	De nada

	Excuse Me
	Disculpe/ Perdon

	Good Morning
	Buenos días

	Good Evening 
	Buenas noches

	Do you speak English?
	¿Usted habla inglés?

	Tea/Coffee/Milk/Water
	Té/Café/ Leche/Agua

	Beer/Red Wine/White Wine
	Cerveza/Vino Tinto/Vino Blanco

	How much?
	¿Cuánto es…?


Medical Issues

It is always advisable to have physical and dental check-ups before you leave. 

If you are currently taking prescription medication make sure you bring enough to last during your trip, all medication must be clearly labeled, and include a copy of the prescription for the medicine. Medicine should be divided into two different pieces of luggage so that if one piece is lost or stolen your medicine is still available. 

If you are carrying syringes for medical reasons a medical certificate of explanation should also be carried. Many countries view individuals holding syringes as potential drug traffickers and possession can lead to serious legal problems. 

Although the water and food are generally safe in Ecuador, we recommend that you drink bottled water. Occasional stomach upsets may occur, and we suggest that you ask your doctor to recommend anti‑diarrhea medication. 
If you are prone to allergic reactions from bee or wasp stings, we recommend that you bring medication with you.

If you are flying in or out of Quito and you have high blood pressure or heart conditions, due to the high elevations (9,000 ft / 3,000 m) you should check with your doctor as to medical precautions before travelling. Those people who should avoid high elevations may prefer flying in and out of the port city of Guayaquil rather than Quito. 

We highly recommend that you check with your health coverage to see if international medical evacuations, including air ambulances, are covered. If not, you should consider purchasing additional coverage for your trip.

Do not use Galapagos tap water for drinking or teeth brushing. 

While the seas surrounding the Galapagos are fairly gentle, if you think you may be susceptible you may wish to ask your doctor to recommend medication for seasickness.

Medical facilities in Puerto Ayora are limited but available. If you need to visit a physician please check with the CDF for options.

Immunizations

No vaccinations are required for entry into Ecuador or the Galapagos. Human Malaria has not been reported from Galapagos, but Dengue has been an issue in previous years. 

While no shots are required for travel to the Galapagos Islands, you should consult with your physician before your trip to discuss health precautions you may wish to take. 
· Hepatitis A or immune globulin (IG) (Hepatitis A is water and food born) 

· Typhoid, particularly if you are visiting developing areas in this region 

· Yellow fever vaccination, if you will be travelling to the jungle 

· As needed, booster doses for tetanus, diphtheria and measles 

· Malaria tablets if you will be travelling to the jungle or the mainland coast 

· Rabies, if you are travelling to farms in the Andean highlands 

Traveller’s Insurance 

It is wise to check with your health care provider prior to travelling as to coverage overseas. If you are not fully protected, you should purchase traveller’s insurance (supplemental insurance). Provision for medical evacuation has proven useful in many emergencies. The cost of the insurance is minimal when compared to the thousands of dollars in expense you may incur if you do become ill or injured. Should you become ill or injured; travel insurance offers a variety of coverage including medical expenses while overseas, evacuation to the nearest hospital (or home).

Doctors and hospitals often expect immediate cash payment for health services. Many hospitals do not accept credit cards. Medical insurance is not always valid outside the country where you reside. Medicare and Medicaid do not provide payment for medical services outside the United States. Many countries' national health care often does not provide for medical service abroad or in South America. 

Clothing

For those that are flying through Quito please note that it is at a high altitude so you will need some warmer clothes for this part of your trip.  Note:  many people are affected by the high altitude of Quito. It is recommended that you drink lots of water while you are there. 

Galapagos style is informal and most people wear shorts, trousers or skirts, with Teva type sandals. A light sweater could be usefull for the evenings. During the day the sun is strong and can feel very hot when the clouds clear, so a good hat, high factor sun block (available but expensive in Galapagos) and sunglasses are a must.

For field trips to the highlands or other islands, trousers, rain gear, and some stout footwear are recommended.  

Recommended packing for the Galapagos 
· Sun Hat with wide brim 

· Small backpack 

· Shorts (2) 

· T-shirts or Tank Tops (3) 

· Light Pants (2) 

· Sweater (1) 

· Windbreaker (1) 

· Rain Jacket or Poncho (1) 

· Walking Shoes with good traction (1 pair) 

· Tevas or similar sandals (1 pair) 

· Sunglasses with strap 

· Bathing Suits 

· Camera, spare batteries and film 

· Binoculars 

· Sunscreen lotion

· Mosquito repellent

What Else to Bring

Please bring books in any language to read, share or trade.  We have a trading library in the CDF science building and are always looking for new books. Please plan to leave more books than you take.

Calling to Ecuador & The Galapagos Islands 

The international dialing code to call Ecuador is (593). Each city or province has its own code. For example the city of Quito is (02), Guayaquil is (04) and Galapagos (05).


To dial Ecuador from outside the country, you would use the 593 country code and the city code without the (0). 


For example from the United States or Canada to Quito, Ecuador you would dial using the international access number: 


011-(593)-(2) and the 7 digit number you are calling 

*When dialling within the country, but not wanting to make a local call, dial the entire city code (02) plus the 7-digit number.

Tour and Hotel Options from Puerto Ayora

In Santa Cruz, there are tours of Puerto Ayora bay and to a nearby islet Caamaño (snorkelling with sea lions, bird watch (boobies and frigates), for around $35 per person. This tour includes a visit to Lobería, Punta Estrada, Playa de los Perros y las Grietas.

A half and hour walk from town is “Tortuga Bay” a beautiful beach. Another beach closer to town is Playa de los Alemanes or Finch Bay, just across the bay (2 minutes with water taxi for $1 and a 10 minute walk).You could also go to "El Garrapatero" beach where you could see flamingos, the roundtrip taxi from Puerto Ayora is around $30. In Tortuga Bay and El Garrapatero beaches there are Kayaks for rent ($15 per hour). 

If you would like to go to the highlands (Santa Rosa- El Chato) to see the tortoises and lava tunnels, it can costs around $45 (taxi and entrances) without a naturalist guide, and around $90 per person with a guide. If there is a group the prices per person go down. A visit to the tunnels in Bellavista costs around $12 (taxi and entrances).

Daily tours to Bartolomé island (where you could see penguins) are around $160-180, and to the closest islands like Plazas, North Seymour and Santa Fé (where you could see bird life, land iguanas and sea lions) are around $150- $170 per person. There are also other more expensive options.

There are daily tours to Floreana, San Cristobal and Isabela Islands for around $80, $110 and $120 respectively and prices include a naturalist guide and lunch. Nevertheless, we recommend going to those islands for at least 2 days.

You can go to Isabela, Puerto Villamil, with a speed boat or "fibra" at 2pm from the main dock near the super market Proinsular for $60 round trip.  Since they return to Santa Cruz at 6am you will have to stay at least two days if you want to see the sights. 

On Isabela there are many different places where you could stay. We recommend:

Casita de la Playa casitadelaplayagalapagos@yahoo.com
Coral Blanco www.islaisabelagalapagos.com
Hotels can usually arrange tours to Sierra Negra volcano and Los Túneles (for snorkeling, penguins, turtles, etc.).
There are no daily tours to Fernandina Island because this island is too far from Santa Cruz.  If you wish to go to the west of the islands the only way is taking a 7 day cruise around the islands. 

All prices could change but this give you an approximate value.

For more information on different tourism options you could check:

Moonrise Travel Agency 
Av. Charles Darwin (across the Street from Banco del Pacifico)
Phone: (593)5 2526 589 
info@galapagosmoonrise.com
Book your tours well in advance to avoid problems of lack of space.
Natural Events

What is the climate like?

The climate is considered to be sub-tropical, with hot, arid coastal zones and cooler, humid highland areas. The highlands receive moisture year-round, which supports lush vegetation.

The confluence of four major ocean currents in Galapagos determines the temperature on land and in the sea. There are two seasons and Galapagos gets an average of ten inches of rainfall per year.
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In nature you can never guarantee what you will be able to observe, nevertheless during the time of your visit to the islands (November) usually you could find:   

· Generally great weather due to transition between one season and the next one. 

· Seas are calm. South east trade winds have decreased strength. Water temperatures are slowly rising. 

· Pupping of sea lions. 

· Sea lions are sexually active on the eastern part of the archipelago. 

· Breeding season for the brown noddies.

· Some species of jellyfish can be seen around the islands. The genus Physalia is commonly seen floating around Gardner and Tortuga Islets. Some can also be seen stranded at the shores of the White Beach at Cormorant Point (Floreana). 

· Wedge Rumped (Galapagos) storm petrels begin their second nesting period.

· Good visibility for snorkelers.

· Sea lion pups (especially at Champion Islet) play aqua-aerobics next to snorkelers. Most pups here are curious enough to nibble at fins of snorkelers. The average age of most pups is 3-4 months. 

Weather Data from the Charles Darwin Foundation. 
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