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Cultivation Guide For Eucomis (Pineapple Lilies)
Back Ground - Eucomis are bulbs that mostly originate from ‘summer rainfall’ regions of South Africa where they grow in a variety of locations from mountain-sides to grassland and woodland. They are grown for their attractive strap-type leaves (often well-marked) and ‘pineapple-like’ heads of flowers which appear in the summer for many weeks. The autumn display rivals the summer display for impact as the seed pods form, eventually opening to reveal rounded seeds. They enjoy plenty of moisture during the growing season but prefer drier soils when dormant during the winter. 
Position – Eucomis are superb feature plants in containers which can be easily moved under cover for the winter, however they also make excellent border plants. Eucomis bicolor & E. comosa look impressive when 5 to 7 bulbs are planted in an 18-20” (45-50cm) container. Dwarf forms such as E. vandermerwei are ideal for shallow terracotta bowls, or well-drained rock-gardens. Giant forms such as E. pallidiflora ssp. pole-evansii are superb in a sheltered border or large container.

They prefer sun or part-shade – plants that are in a sunny position will produce more flowers. Eucomis bicolor and E. montana are the hardiest  forms – most other forms will tolerate down to around -5°C except E. vandermerwei which should be kept frost free.  

Planting  - Potted plants can be planted directly into larger containers or into the border. Dry bulbs are often best started off in pots, then planted out once they are in growth. When planting, dig a 10” (25cm) deep hole and fill with a few handfuls of sand or grit. Plant your Eucomis bulb on this grit with the top of the bulb set at around 2” (5cm) below soil level (for E. vandermerwei reduce to 1”).  Plant the bulbs around 6” (15cm) apart (E. vandermerwei 3” apart, E. pole evansii 12” apart).

When planting in patio containers any good potting mix is suitable, however John Innes No.2 with added grit is the perfect mixture.
After Care – Plants in patio containers benefit from watering 2-3 times a week in spring & summer but stop watering from late autumn & keep dry in the winter. Feed with organic fertiliser in early spring and occasionally with tomato feed when watering in summer. Most Eucomis do not require staking although taller forms can become top-heavy as the fruits form so it is a good idea to tie a cane as the flowers finish. WINTER CARE - In late autumn protect plants in the border by applying a thick mulch of bark over the plant. The old leaves and flower stems should only be removed once they turn yellow and pull away with ease.  Plants in containers should be brought into a frost-free shed or greenhouse & kept dry over winter.
     Pests – Generally pest-free. Watch out for slugs as new leaves emerge (particularly E. zambesiaca). 
Propagation – Clumps can be divided every 3 years or so - this is best done in late winter when the bulbs are dormant. A sharp knife is often required to separate the bulbs.

Eucomis readily grow from seed although hybrids will not produce identical seedlings. Sow seeds in autumn or spring, at around 60°C. It usually takes 3-4 years from seed to flower. 
You can also propagate by taking leaf cuttings in summer – half-bury credit-card sized sections of leaf in a mixture of compost and perlite in 5” (12.5cm) pots. Keep the pots in the shade and the compost just-moist. If you succeed in rooting the sections, tiny bulblets will form along the base of the leaf section. The leaf cutting will die back over winter however the bulbs should grow to create new plants in the following spring – these can be separated and potted up into small pots.  
Full info on our website – www.trecanna.com    ENJOY YOUR PINEAPPLE LILIES!
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