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Dear Colleagues,

Thank you very much for your interest in participation in the International Conference on Chemistry at the Service of Society "Why Chemistry ?!" which will be held in Krakow from December 2nd (Sunday) until December 5th (Wednesday), 2007.

The Organizing Committee hopes that your stay in Krakow will be pleasant and fruitful, contributing to the progress in your recognition of chemistry in contemporary world.
General Scope

Chemistry is one of the few scientific disciplines which – on one hand - is at the crossroads of many other research fields, and on the other hand, has developed its own industry. The products based on chemistry, have contributed to a large extent to the development of our civilization. The spectacular progress in chemical sciences, have made it possible to continuously improve our standard of living - one of the main goals of our civilization. Chemistry has positively changed our habits and has also tremendously influenced our social structure. Chemical concepts are at the base of many different disciplines; such as molecular biology, pharmacology, plant physiology, nanosciences and even cosmology, and as such contribute to the interdisciplinarity of the chemical sciences. Chemists are the privileged few, who experience on a daily basis more and more exciting spectacles of a never-ending series of emerging molecular patterns, that are able to perform increasingly complex functions. In spite of this, the public image of chemistry is dramatically different. The public usually sees only the hazards of using chemicals in daily life. Chemistry is seen as the main culprit in the deterioration of the environment - and taken as responsible for many disasters that befall mankind. If chemistry is to make further progress and contribute to the sustainable development in the future, then this public image must be quickly changed, by illustrating the significant benefits of the impact of chemistry on our civilization. 
Thus, Academia Europaea, Krakow Branch of the Polish Academy of Sciences, Polish Academy of Arts and Sciences, the Jagiellonian University and the European Chemistry Thematic Network Association invite all teachers, science journalists and scientists who are working, or interested in the field of chemistry and related sciences, to participate in the International Conference "Why Chemistry ?!". 

International Advisory Committee:

J.B.Bäckwall (Sweden), G.Bergstrom (Sweden), A.Bielański (Poland), S.Carra (Italy), A.Corma (Spain), P.J.Crutzen (Germany), P.Day (United Kingdom), R.Ernst (Switzerland), G.Ertl (Germany), W.Keim (Germany), A.Lagana (Italy), G.Lueck (Germany), A.Müller (Gerrmany), H.J.Quadbeck-Seeger (Germany), J.Reedijk (The Netherlands), R.Zahradnik (Czech Republic). 

Organizing Committee:

J.Haber (Poland) – Chair, M.Che (France) - Co-Chair, M.Frankowicz (Poland), J.Jurczak (Poland), A.Michalak (Poland), M.Nowakowska (Poland) J.Pielaszek (Poland), S.Penczek (Poland), Z.Sojka (Poland), M.Czerwenka (Poland) – Secretary.

Scientific Secretary 

Dr. Marcin Czerwenka

Institute of Catalysis and Surface Chemistry

Polish Academy of Sciences

ul. Niezapominajek 8, PL-30239 Krakow, Poland

phone +48 12 6395124, fax +48 12 4251923

e-mail ncczerwe@cyf-kr.edu.pl

Conference Office
LEM Projekt Sp. z o.o.
ul. Zwierzyniecka 15/6, 31-103 Kraków

tel:+ 48 12 4230855, +48 12 4230861, fax: +48 12 4218199

e-mail: conference@lemprojekt.com.pl

Venue

The Conference "Why Chemistry ?!" will be held in the Auditorium Maximum of the Jagiellonian University (ul. Krupnicza 35, 31-123 Kraków). It is newly opened educational and conference centre of the University, conveniently located in the city centre close to several University buildings, the Old City monuments and the National Museums.
Scientific Programme

The programme of the Conference "Why Chemistry ?!" will consist of 15 invited lectures (45 mins) given by prominent speakers on the different facets of chemistry.

Three round table discussions and poster sessions will be organized and we encourage all participants of the conference (teachers, professors, researchers, industrial staff, journalists, lay audience) to contribute and share their ideas. 
December 2nd (Sunday)


(TENTATIVE SCHEDULE)
registration of conference participants

19:00

Welcome Reception

December 3rd (Monday) – Chemistry for Society
  9:00 –   9:15
Opening of the Conference "Why Chemistry ?!"

  9:15 – 10:00
Piotr Sztompka (Uniwersytet Jagielloński, Krakow) 
"Ethos of Science"

10:00 – 10:45
Herbert W. Roesky (Georg August Universität Göttingen) 
"Art Gallery of Chemistry"

10:45 – 11:15
coffee break
11:15 – 12:00
Wilhelm Keim (Rheinisch-Westfälische Technische Hochschule, Aachen) 
"The Role of Chemistry in the Elimination of Starvation"

12:00 – 12.45 
Joop Schoonman (Technische Universiteit Delft) 
"The role of Chemistry in Solving Past, Present and Future Energy Problems – Hydrogen Society"

12:45 – 14:15
lunch

14:15 – 15:00
Gerhard Wegner (Max-Planck-Institut für Polymerforschung, Mainz) 
"The Role of Chemistry in the Development of Modern Information Devices"



(not confirmed)
15:00 – 15:30
coffee break






15:30 – 17:00
Round Table Discussion and Poster Session
December 4th  (Tuesday) – Chemistry and Quality of Life
  9:15 – 10:00
Jerzy Vetulani (Institute of Farmacology PAS, Krakow) 
"Impact of Chemistry on Human Health and Lifespan"

10:00 – 10:45
Gunnar Bergström (Göteborgs Universitet) 
"Chemical Signals and the Behaviour of Human Organisms"

10:45 – 11:15
coffee break
11:15 – 12:00
Stanisław Penczek (Centre of Molecular and Macromolecular Studies PAS, Lodz) 


"Chemistry and Human Habitat"

12:00 – 12:45
Armand Lattes (Université Paul Sabatier Toulouse) 
"Hazards and Risks of Chemical World"

12:45 – 14:15
lunch

14:15 – 15:00
Leo Gros (Europe Fachhochschule Fresenius, Idstein) 
"The Role of Chemistry in Everyday Life" (tentative)
15:00 – 15:30
coffee break
15:30 – 17:00
Round Table Discussion and Poster Session

December 5th (Wednesday) – Fascination with Chemistry
  9.15 – 10:00
Achim Müller (Universität Bielefeld) 
"Chemistry and Aesthetic"

10:00 – 10:45
Hervé This (Institut des Sciences et Industries du Vivant et de l'Environment – AgroParisTech) 

(not confirmed)

"Impact of Chemistry on Gastronomy" 
10:45 – 11:15
coffee break
11:15 – 12:00
Rudi van Eldik (Friedrich Alexander Universität Erlangen Nürnberg) 

"Importance of Experiment in Teaching Chemistry"
12:00 – 12:45
Clara Magalhães (Universidade de Aveiro) 
"Chemistry and Art – Interconnections"
12:45 – 14:15
lunch
14:15 – 15:00
Helmut Gebelein (Justus Liebig Universität Gießen) 
"Alchemy, Chemistry and Literature"
15:00 – 15:30
coffee break

15:30 – 17:00
Round Table Discussion and Poster Session

17:00

Closing Remarks after Conference "Why Chemistry ?!"
Language

English will be the official language of the conference.

Posters

All proposals of poster presentations are invited (but not more then one per one participant). Authors are asked to send their titles (including names of all authors and their affiliations) and short summary by e-mail (ncczerwe@cyf-kr.edu.pl) before November 15th, 2007. The list of posters will be included in the programme delivered to all participants and available on conference web page. 
The size of posters will be: max. height 150 cm and max. width 90 cm. The posters can be fixed only using the scotch type adhesive tape. Posters should be readable from a distance of 2 – 2.5 m. 
Exhibition

The conference "Why Chemistry ?!" will organize an accompanying books exhibition related to chemistry and its teaching.

Social Event
All conference lecturers and participants are invited to participate in Welcome Reception on December 2nd (Sunday) at 19:00 (the place will be announced later).
Accommodation

There is a broad range of accommodation of various standards and prices available in Krakow. Please book it yourself in advance. Below please find the selection of good quality and conveniently located hotels of average prices and also some on-line web booking pages:
Hotel Campanile

ul. Św.Tomasza 34, 31-023 Kraków

tel: +48 12 4242600, fax: +48 12 4242601, email: krakow@campanile.com.pl
Hotel Orbis Cracovia

al. Focha 1, 30-111 Kraków

tel: +48 12 4245600, fax: +48 12 42195 86, e-mail: cracovia@orbis.pl, 
booking: rez.cracovia@orbis.pl
Hotel Alexander

ul. Garbarska 18, 31-131 Kraków

tel: +48 12 4229660, fax: +48 12 4229761, e-mail: biuro@alexhotel.pl
Hotel Atrium 

ul. Krzywa 7, 31-149 Kraków

tel: +48 12 4300203, fax: +48 12 4300196, 
e-mail: hotelatrium@hotelatrium.com.pl

Hotel Fortuna

ul. Czapskich 5, 31-110 Kraków

tel: +48 12 4223143, fax: +48 12 4110806, fax: info@hotel-fortuna.com.pl

Hotel Fortuna Bis

ul. Piłsudskiego 25, 31-110 Kraków

tel: +48 12 4301025, fax: +48 12 4301077, e-mail: infobis@hotel-fortuna.com.pl

Hotel Pollera

ul. Szpitalna 30, 31-024 Kraków

tel: +48 12 4221044, fax: +48 12 4221389, e-mail: rezerwac@pollera.com.pl

Hotel Ibis Centrum

ul. Syrokomli 2, 30-102 Kraków

tel: +48 12 2993300, fax: +48 12 2993333, e-mail: h3710@accor-hotels.com

Novotel Krakow Centrum

ul. Kościuszki 5, 30-105 Kraków

tel: +48 12 2992900, fax: +48 12 2992999, e-mail: h3372@accor-hotels.com

www.gtahotels.com

www.hrs.de

www.stay-europe.net

www.booking.com
www.hotelsinpoland.org

www.travelpoland.com

www.visit.pl

Many hostels recently have established in Krakow offering comfortable and cheap accommodation. The most complete information could be found on the web pages:

hostels.infhotel.pl
www.hostels.com

www.travelrepublic.pl

www.hostel.pl

www.hostelbookers.com/krakow

www.hostelworld.com.pl

www.noce.pl
The tourist information on the city of Krakow (including accommodation) you can find on web page: www.krakow.pl.
If help would be needed in hotel reservation arrangement please contact the Conference Office (tel:+48 12 4230855, +48 12 4230861, fax: +48 12 4218199, e-mail: conference@lemprojekt.com.pl).
Registration
All who are willing to participate and/or present a poster, are kindly asked to fill the attached Registration Form (please note that the payment is made by separate Payment Form – see part "Fee" below) and send it to Conference Office before November 15th, 2007 "on-line" by web page: www.chemia. uj.edu.pl/why_chemistry, by e-mail conference@lemprojekt.com.pl or by fax +48 12 4218199. On site registration during the conference will be also possible.
Fee

The conference fee is € 150 (if paid before November 15th, 2007; payments made after this date or on site during the conference are € 180) to cover conference materials, lunches, coffee breaks and a welcome reception. One day participation fee is € 60 and can be paid in advance or on arrival. The book containing all plenary lectures presented during the conference will be delivered by mail to all participants after the conference.
Please send your payment to the Conference Accountant Office by the method most convenient to you:

- by charging your credit card

- by bank transfer made out to :

Beneficient: 
Zaklad Dzialalnosci Pomocniczej Polskiej Akademii Nauk w Krakowie

ul. św. Jana 28, 31-018 Krakow, Poland

Bank name:
Bank Przemyslowo-Handlowy BPH SA O/Krakow

ul. Pijarska 1, 31-015 Krakow, Poland

Account number:
PL 39 1060 0076 0000 3300 0015 3117

SWIFT code:

BPHKPLPK

To make a payment (both by credit card or by bank transfer) please fill the attached Payment Form and send it by fax: +48 12 4222791.
General Information

Passports and visas
Passports or ID cards are needed for EU and EEA citizens for travel to Poland. No visas are required for citizens of EU, EEA, most of other European countries, USA and some non-European countries. Please apply to Polish diplomatic representatives in your country respectively.
Invitations

On request, the Organizing Committee will send a personal letter off invitation to participate in the conference. It should be understood that such an invitation is only meant to help the participants to raise travel funds, or to obtain a visa and is not a commitment on the part of the organizers to provide any financial support.
Insurance

The Organizing Committee does not accept responsibility for any personal injury, damage or loss of property which may occur in connection with the conference or any of the programmed events. Participants are advised to secure appropriate insurance coverage against illness, accidents, theft and property damage.

Currency

Złoty [zł] (international code PLN). € 1 = 3.79 zł, $ 1 = 2.73 zł (mean rate September 18th, 2007)
Foreign currency can be imported without limits and can be exported up to € 10,000 without permission.
The major credit cards are accepted commonly in hotels, shops and restaurants. Eurocheques are also accepted, but other travel cheques exchange is possible only in banks. Cash can be exchanged in banks and many exchange offices ("kantor").

Climate and Clothes

In December average temperatures are between 0oC and +10oC during the days, down to –10oC at nights. Rain or snow are often possible. Warm clothing and an umbrella are recommended.

Transport to Krakow
Krakow can be easily reached by traditional and low costs airlines from many European airports. Connections via Warsaw (then by air or train) are also possible from most of European and many non-European airports. Krakow airport is conveniently connected with the city centre by train and bus transport. Krakow Airport: www.lotnisko-balice.pl, Warsaw Airport: www.porty-lotnicze.com.pl .
Krakow is connected by EC, IC, express and fast trains with some towns in neighbouring countries and with all main cities in Poland. Also international and national coach connections give the possibility of convenient transport to Krakow. rozklad.pkp.pl, reiseauskunft.bahn.de, www.intercity.com.pl, www.eurolines.com, www.intercars.pl. 

Transport in the city of Krakow: www.mpk.krakow.pl.
Key Dates

Deadline for receiving posters titles

November 15th, 2007
Deadline for registration and payment

November 15th, 2007
Welcome Reception



December 2nd, 2007

Additional information is available on the website:

www.chemia.uj.edu.pl/why_chemistry
