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Thirtieth Session

Rome, 12-23 November 1999

INFORMATION FOR PARTICIPANTS

Document C 99/16 outlines the Arrangements for the Thirtieth Conference Session and shows in Appendix A the provisional timetable as proposed by the FAO Council in June 1999. In view of demands for speaking time on the afternoon of Saturday 13 November, a Note Verbale was distributed regarding proposed changes to the Timetable. This paper is intended to provide additional practical information to facilitate participation in the Conference.
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Registration of Participants

Registration of duly accredited representatives of governments and organizations is done in the Main Entrance of Building A.

Participants are kindly requested to complete and sign the Registration Card and show a document of identification, such as a passport. They will then be provided with a Conference Building Pass giving access to meeting rooms for the duration of the Conference.  Such passes should be worn at all times while on FAO premises.

Registered participants will also be shown in the List of Participants at the Conference.

Speaking Time

The General Debate on Item 5 “State of Food and Agriculture” will begin in the afternoon of Saturday 13 November and end on Thursday 18 November 1999.

Heads of Delegations wishing to make statements are kindly requested to contact the Secretariat (Ms Sabatini, ext. 53115, Room A-140, Tel. 065705-3115 from outside the FAO complex) indicating the day (morning or afternoon) when they wish to intervene in the General Debate.  The List of Speakers will appear daily in the Journal of the Conference.

Delegates are reminded that, as recommended by the Council (Document C 99/16 para 27), the duration of statements is limited to five minutes.

Seating Arrangement in Plenary and Commissions

Plenary meetings will convene in the main Plenary Hall on the Third Floor of Building A.  Each Member Nation has one seat at the table and two behind.

The Commissions meet on the First Floor of  Building A:  Commission I in the Green Room and Commission II in the Red Room. In Commissions, each Member Nation has one seat at the table and one behind. 

Presentations during Conference

The following presentations have been scheduled during the Conference:

Monday 15 November
12:30
Special Program for Food Security (SPFS)

Monday 15 November 
17:45
Emergency Prevention System (EMPRES)

Tuesday 16 November
12:30
World Agricultural Information Centre (WAICENT)

Wednesday 17 November
12:30
Gender Issues

Wednesday 17 November
17:45
State of Forests (SOFO)

Thursday 18 November
17:45
The State of World Fisheries and Aquaculture



  (SOFIA)

All presentations will be conducted by Headquarters staff responsible for the respective subjects. All presentations will be held in the Iran Room (B-016, accessible from the Ground Floor, Building B). They will last approximately 30 minutes, including a brief question-and-answer period. A background document on each presentation will be distributed in all languages on the day when the presentation is due to take place.

Written Statements by Delegations

Delegates intending to make statements from a prepared text, and who wish to help ensure that the impact of their words is equally strong in all languages, are requested to read at a reasonable speed and to hand in six (6) copies of the texts as soon as possible in advance to Room A-127, where they will be distributed to the Interpreters and Verbatim Reporters.  Such a precaution will also help to minimize errors, especially when quoting figures and proper names.

Booking of Meeting Rooms

Since meeting facilities are very limited, priority will be given to requests for meetings of regional groups over those for bilateral meetings.  The latter will be accepted on a first-come, first-served basis, and availability will only be confirmed 24 hours in advance.

All requests/queries should be addressed to Ms V. Marogna, Room A-134, ext. 53770 (Tel. 065705-3770 from outside the FAO complex.)

Distribution of Documents

The Documents Distribution Desk is located on the First Floor of Building A opposite the Nordic Lounge.  Only official documents of the Conference are distributed there, via the pigeonholes of Member Nations.

Delegations wishing to distribute written material to Conference participants should contact Mr Bernard Linley (Room A-136, ext. 55662, Tel. 065705-5662 from outside the FAO complex). Such material would normally be put at the disposal of Conference Delegates outside the meeting rooms.

Interpretation

The languages of the Organization are Arabic, Chinese, English, French and Spanish. Interpretation into and from German is also provided under ad hoc arrangements at the Plenary meetings. Requests for interpretation at Group meetings should also be addressed to the Chief Interpreter.

Interpretation from national languages other than the five languages is only provided if arrangements are discussed 24 hours in advance with the Chief Interpreter  (Mr A. Ben Ameur, Room A-126, ext. 54503, Tel. 065705-4503 from outside the FAO complex) and after a written translation in English, French or Spanish is submitted to Room A-127.

Use of Mobile Telephones
Delegations are reminded that mobile telephones should be switched off during meetings.

Cloakroom

The Cloakroom is located on the First Floor of Building A, in front of the Documents Desk.

Internet Café, including Documents on Internet

This service will be available for Delegates and Observers in the rear section of the Polish Lounge, Ground Floor, Building A, between 08.30 and 17.30 hours on Conference working days.

The computers in this area will allow access to FAO and other Internet sites, as well as the possibility of sending electronic mail messages.  However, any messages sent should identify THE NAME AND COUNTRY of sender in order to facilitate distribution of replies. Please also note that replies should be considered as non-confidential.

FAO staff will be present to provide assistance as required.

A selection of preparatory Conference Documents in Arabic, English, French and Spanish is available in FAO Internet Web Pages, http://www.fao.org and can be accessed from the Home Page, with a link button in the bottom right-hand corner (or typing the whole path:  http://www.fao.org/UNFAO/Bodies/conf/C99/C99-e.htm.

WAICENT Exhibits

FAO’s hypermedia electronic information services accessible over the Internet are featured at two WAICENT exhibits:  the first is located in the area opposite the cloakroom at the entrance to the Red and Green Rooms (First Floor, Building A), and the second in Room A‑014 on the Ground Floor of Building A. Delegates and Observers are invited to visit the stands, where they can benefit from assisted demonstrations of the information services, or sit at one of the available computers and explore for themselves. Free CD-ROM versions of “FAO on the Internet” and several specialized databases, can be picked up as well.

Smoking and Non-Smoking Areas

Delegates and Observers are reminded that FAO Headquarters is a smoking-free area. However, smoking is permitted in the open areas around the FAO complex, including the Atrium between Buildings A and B.

First Aid – Medical Services

In case of medical emergencies, Delegates may either dial 30, call Ms. K. DiGiovanni, ext. 55565 (Tel. 065705-5565 from outside the FAO complex) or go to the Medical Offices, Room B-165 (First Floor, Building B) between 08.30 and 17.30 hours, on Conference working days.

Bank Facilities for Delegates

The Banca Commerciale Italiana (BCI) has reserved a special window for the exclusive use of Delegates and Observers attending the Conference.  This service will operate at the “Official Transactions” counter in front of BCI Offices on the Ground Floor of Building B from Mondays to Fridays (08.40 – 13.45 hours and 14.45 – 16.00 hours).

Cash dispensers are also available to handle the cashing of convertible currency notes, traveller’s cheques, Eurocheques and credit card withdrawals.

Catering and Dining Facilities

The FAO Headquarters complex offers a variety of dining and snack bar facilities where one may sit down for a meal or order a quick snack and/or beverage.  Listed hereunder are the snack bar locations.

Location
 Hours of Operation

Polish Bar (Building A, Ground Floor)
08.00 – 18.00 hours

Bar “C”(Building C, Eighth Floor)
07.30 – 10.45 hours and 11.30 – 16.45 hours

Bar Caracalla (Building B, Eighth Floor)
08.30 – 10.45 hours and 12.00 – 16.00 hours

Bar “D”(Building D, Ground Floor)
07.30 – 17.00 hours

On the Eighth Floor, the Restaurant and the Cafeterias (Building B) serve meals from 12.00 to 15.00 hours. The Restaurant offers an à la carte or fixed-price menu. Reservations are required and may be made by telephoning ext. 54268 or 53823 (Tel. 065705-4268 or 065705-6823 from outside the FAO complex).  The Eighth Floor may be reached by taking any elevator to the Seventh Floor, and then walking up one level.

Lost and Found

Objects found should be handed over either to the Security Desk, Main Entrance, Building A or to the Lost and Found office which is located in Room B-062, ext. 55159 (Tel. 065705-5159 from outside the FAO complex).  Any inquiries on lost property or items should be made to this office.

Bookshop

The “Food for Thought” Bookshop, located on the Ground Floor of Building B between the Newsstand and the Generali Insurance Company, offers a selection of English and French language books, gift stationary, writing paper, gift wrapping paper, greeting cards and guide books.  The Bookshop is open from 08.00 to 18.00 hours.  For more information, please dial ext. 53127 (Tel. 065705-3127 from outside the FAO complex).

Newspapers

A Newsstand is located on the Ground floor of Building B near the Banca Commerciale Italiana with a variety of newspapers in numerous languages, a selection of magazines, postcards, maps and large selections of Italian periodicals.  The Newsstand operates from 07.00 to 17.30 hours, Monday to Friday.  For more information, please dial ext. 53273 (tel. 065705 – 3273 from outside the FAO complex).

FAO Shop

FAO Publications, Electronic Products and items from the FAO Money and Medals Programme may be purchased from the FAO Shop near the entrance to Building B.  The Shop will be open from 08.00 to 18.00 hours.  Payment may be made in US dollars, Italian Lire or by credit card (American Express, Visa, Mastercard, Eurocard, and Carta Si).

The Money and Medals Programme Stand, in front of the Banca Commerciale Italiana also sells a variety of FAO Logo items such as gifts and souvenirs. The Stand is open from 09.00 to 16.30 hours during working days of the Conference.

Photo Shop

The Photo Shop, located on the Ground Floor of Building B near the “Food for Thought” Bookstore, offers photo developing services along with a selection of films, compact disks, batteries, and other photo accessories for purchase.  The Photo Shop’s operating hours are from 09.30 to 13.00 hours and from 16.00 to 18.00 hours.  For more information, please dial ext. 53278 (Tel. 065705-3278 from outside the FAO complex).

Guided Tours of FAO Premises

Guided tours to visit the newly-built or renovated areas of the Organization’s Headquarters will be organized by language groups, according to demand. They will take place at 08.45 hours each morning, starting on Monday 15 November until the end of the Conference on Tuesday 23 November 1999.  Delegates wishing to participate in these tours should provide their names, and preferred language(s) to Ms Monica Muñico at the Documents Desk on the First Floor of Building A.

Parking Facilities

Delegates and Observers are reminded that there are limited parking facilities at the FAO Headquarters complex.  The use of public transportation and/or taxis to and from the FAO Headquarters is therefore encouraged.

Postal Services

The Italian Post Office, located on the Ground Floor of Building B (adjacent to the Banca Commerciale Italiana), will provide normal services for stamps, parcels, telex, telegrams, faxes, registered mail, change, postal/money orders, etc.  The Post Office is open from 08.25 to 18.20 hours, Monday to Friday, and on Saturday from 08.25 to 11.50 hours.

DHL service is available for private and official dispatches from 10.30 to 12.30 hours and from 13.30 to 16.30 hours, Monday through Friday. Please call ext. 54881 or 53767 for information and rates (Tel. 065705-4881 or 065705-3767 from outside the FAO complex).

In addition, an Express Courier service (Pony Service) is also available for private and official dispatches/deliveries within Rome, non-stop from 08.30 to 16.30 hours, Monday through Friday. Please call ext. 54881 or 55103 for further information (Tel. 065705-4881 or 065705-5103 from outside the FAO complex).

Telephone and Telefax Facilities for Delegates

Telephones for internal or Rome calls are located in the Polish Lounge, at the entrance to Building A and in the corridors of the First and Third Floors of Building A. Before making Rome calls prefixed by 06, dial “0” and await the external dial tone.

Incoming telephone calls for Delegates and Observers are received by the telephone receptionist in Room A-235bis.  Every effort will be made to locate Delegates or Observers receiving incoming calls.  However, should this not be possible, a message will be taken and left at the Documents Desk.  Delegates and Observers expecting incoming calls should advise the telephone receptionist (ext. 56916/56917) where they can be found.  

Outgoing long-distance calls may be booked through the telephone receptionist in Room A-235bis.  Telefax facilities are available in Room A-235bis.  Apart from the actual cost of the telephone call to transmit the message, a service charge of lire 3,300 per page will be levied.

Public telephone and fax facilities are located on the Ground Floor of Building B, opposite the Banca Commerciale Italiana, and they operate with tokens, coins, Telecom telephone cards and major credit cards.

Travel Facilities (Flight Reservations and Confirmations)

The FAO Travel Agency, “Summertime” on the Ground Floor of Building D (Room D-070) has reserved a special desk for the exclusive use of Delegates and Observers attending the Conference.  The travel agents will be able to book reservations, as well as confirm travel arrangements.  This service will be available from 09.00 to 12.00 hours and from 14.00 to 17.00 hours, Monday to Friday, on Conference working days.

Tourist Information

In addition to providing assistance on air ticket reservations and purchase, return flights and itinerary changes, the “Summertime Travel Agency”(Ground Floor, Building D, Room D‑070) can assist Conference Delegates and Observers in arranging post-meeting trips and excursions in Italy; tours of Rome and surrounding area; hotel reservations; car rentals, train and ferry tickets, and all other services normally provided by a travel agent.

Visa Facilities

Travellers must comply with the regulations for entry into, transit through and departure from any country. Most Embassies in Rome issue visas to those who are permanent residents in Rome. It is therefore strongly recommended that delegates should be in possession of all appropriate visas that may be required for travel before entering Italy. For information, telephone or visit the Visa Office, First Floor, Building A, Room A-130, ext. 54830 (Tel. 065705-4830 from outside the FAO complex).

Media Facilities 

Press Accreditations will be issued in the UEMOA (Union économique et monétarie ouest-africaine) Press Club on the Ground Floor of Building A - ext. 55476 (Tel. 065705-5476 from outside the FAO complex) on presentation of a valid press card or a letter from the editor. 

The UEMOA Press Club is a working space for journalists equipped with computers wired to internet, facsimile, telephones, outlets for laptop-computers, modem-links and television from which to view events globally as well as in FAO.  Radio journalists will be able to use the radio studios.

Journalists from the print media will sit at the Aventino side of the Plenary Hall (the balcony) and will have no access to the Plenary Hall.  Film crews and photographers, with a different accreditation badge, will have access to the Plenary Hall (floor).  

As for Press Conferences by delegations on FAO premises, the services of the Media Relations Branch are confined to reserving a room and informing members of the press of the event.

Emergency Telephone Numbers in Rome

The following numbers may become useful in case of emergency:

(a)
General Hospitals
Switchboard
Medical emergency




S. Giovanni, via dell’Amba Aradam 9, Rome
0677051
0677055297


Fatebenefratelli, Isola Tiberina, Rome
0668371
066837299


S. Camillo, Circ.ne Gianicolense 87, Rome
0658701
0658704666


Rome Tropical Hospital:




Spallanzani, via Portuense 292, Rome

0655389121






(b)
Emergency numbers to be called when outside FAO:




Carabinieri
112



Police
113



Fire
115



Ambulance (Red Cross)
065510







(c)
Emergency numbers inside FAO:




Medical Services
30 (53640)



Fire
33 (53333)



FAO Security Services
35 (53501)


Taxis

Participants are advised to use only the yellow and white licenced taxis with meters. Surcharge fares are applied for baggage, night runs and on Sundays and holidays.  The Main Reception (Ground Floor, Building A) will assist Delegates in requesting taxis.  Delegates can also call Radio Taxi Service, Tel. 063570 or 064994.

Public Transportation

Tickets for public transport should be purchased in advance and are available from the Newsstand (Ground Floor, Building B, across from the Banca Commerciale Italiana), as well as at underground stations, tobacco shops and newspaper kiosks.  Tickets cost 1,500 Lire (approximately US$1), and may be used once for underground transport coupled with one bus travel, and unlimited bus travel provided the ticket is validated before 75 minutes elapse. Tickets are validated upon entering bus/tram or at point of entrance in subway.

Services in the Vicinity of FAO

FAO Headquarters in Rome is centrally located, with many services available in the immediate area.  The insertion of information on these services in the present booklet does not constitute any recommendation on the part of FAO.

-  Opticians
Opticians are generally open from Monday to Friday from 09.00 to 13.00 hrs and from 16.00 to 19.30 hours, including Saturdays.  The closest optician to FAO Headquarters is:

Ottica Aventino

Viale Aventino 78

Tel. 06575-8413

-  Pharmacies (Chemists)
Pharmacies are generally open Monday to Friday from 09.00 to 13.00 hrs and from 16.00 to 19.30 hours. Medicines can be purchased only at pharmacies.  The closest pharmacy to FAO Headquarters is Farmacia Santa Sabina located on Viale Aventino 78, tel. 06574-3623.

-  Restaurants

Lunch in Italy is usually served from 12.30 hours to approximately 15.00 hours, and dinner from 19.30 hours onwards.  Some restaurants within walking distance of FAO are:

Al Callarello
Via Salvator Rosa
Tel. 06575-9875


L’Insalata Ricca
Piazza Albania 3/4/5
tel. 06574-3877


Piperno
Monte de’Cenci 9
Tel. 06688-06629



Alvaro al Circo Massimo
Via dei Cerchi 53
06678-6112


Lo Scopettaro
Lungotevere Testaccio
Tel. 06575-7912


Ristorante “Quo Vadis”
Via Appia Antica 38
Tel. 06513-6795



Apuleius
Piazza del Tempio di 

  Diana 15
Tel. 06574-2160


Manuia
Via Gallia 107
tel. 06704-91816


Ristorante Consolini
Via Marmorata 28
Tel. 06573-00148



Da Rino
Viale Aventino 40
Tel. 06575-0497


Orazio
via di Porta Latina 5
Tel. 06704-92401


Taverna Cestia
Viale della Piramide Cestia, 67
Tel. 06574-3754



Di Pietro all Piramide
Piazza Porta San Paolo

  6/7/a
Tel. 06578-0252


Perilli a Testaccio
Via Marmorata 39
Tel. 06574-2415


Vecchia Roma
via Ferruccio 12/C
Tel. 06446-7143



Other Useful Information
-  Shopping

Shops in Italy are usually open from 09.00 to 13.00 hours and from 15.30 to 19.30 hours. However, many shops in the city centre also remain open during the lunch break.

-  Credit Cards

Internationally-recognized traveller’s cheques and credit cards are accepted in hotels, major shops and restaurants.  Any problems encountered with the use of credit cards should be referred to the local representatives of the credit card companies.

-  Protecting your Valuables

A word of caution.  International cities which attract many tourists also attract those people who steal from tourists.  Consequently, please carry your valuables safely, especially on the buses. There are many pickpockets (including children) on the street, the underground and on buses and trams.  Once you have checked into your hotel, you should leave your passport in a safe area.  A good alternative is to carry a photocopy of your passport with you.  Identity cards, keepsakes and anything else not needed in the city are best left at the hotel or place of residence while you are sightseeing, shopping or dining out.  Keep photocopies of all these documents in a safe place in case you need to have them replaced.







