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25th EUROPEAN CONFERENCE
ON PHILOSOPHY OF MEDICINE AND HEALTH CARE

 “Priorities in Medicine and Health Care”
17 – 20 August, 2011


Zurich, Switzerland 
This conference will be organised by the European Society for Philosophy of Medicine and Healthcare (ESPMH) and the Institute of Biomedical Ethics, University of Zurich, Switzerland. Abstracts addressing the following topics will be favoured, although work on other topics can also be submitted: 

Focus

The focus of the conference is on ethical and philosophical issues related to Priorities in Medicine and Health Care. Abstracts addressing the following topics will be favoured, although work on other topics can also be submitted: 
	Justice and priority setting in medicine and health care:

· Theoretical foundations (fair process, capabilities approach etc.) 

· Implicit vs. explicit rationing

· Institutions and their structure, mandate, legitimation (e.g. NICE)

· Outcome measures (QALYs, DALYs etc)

· Medical need and cost-effectiveness

Conceptual issues and distinctions:

· Health, illness and disease

· Prevention and therapy vs. enhancement

· Cost-effectiveness and quality in health care

· Goals of medicine and health care

Conflicts of interest in medicine and health care:

· Patient care and medical research 

· Health care professionalism and competitiveness

· Implications of reimbursement models (DRGs, managed care etc.)

Patients’ rights and access to health care:

· Access to health care as a human right

· Justice and the right to health care

· Current controversies about health insurance coverage




Important Dates

1 March 2011: deadline for submission of abstracts 

1st half of March 2011: selection of abstracts 

2nd half of March 2011: draft programme 

1 April 2011: first deadline for registration and payment 

Language

The language during the conference will be English.

Organisation

The registration process, call for abstracts, development of the programme, publication of programme announcements and mailings to participants is taken care of by the ESPMH Secretariat in Dublin, Ireland.

ESPMH Secretary: 

Prof. Bert Gordijn

Secretary of the ESPMH

Institute of Ethics

Henry Grattan Building
Dublin City University
Glasnevin, 

Dublin 9
Ireland

Telephone number: 00 353 1 700 6140
Fax number: 00 353 1 700 6142
Email: bert.gordijn@dcu.ie
Local Conference Coordinator: 

Institute of Biomedical Ethics
Centre for Ethics of the University of Zurich
Pestalozzistrasse 24
CH-8032 Zurich

Contact person: 

Prof. Dr. med. Dr. phil. Nikola Biller-Andorno 
Professor and Director of the Institute of Biomedical Ethics

Telephone: +41 44 634 40 80

biller-andorno@ethik.uzh.ch

Registration 

A registration form will be circulated by the ESPMH Secretariat which should be returned no later than 01 April 2011, including the registration fee, which should be transferred to the ESPMH Treasurer (details provided on the registration form). The registration fee includes: welcome reception (Wednesday), two lunches, refreshments during breaks, conference dinner (Friday) and an abstract book. The registration fee for accompanying persons includes the welcome reception (Wednesday) and the conference dinner (Friday). 

Registration Fee

NB: The registration fee for participants who are not a member of ESPMH is higher than for ESPMH members. 

Participants: 


Paid before 01 April 2011: 

ESPMH member: 330.- Euro

Non member: 380.- Euro

Paid after 01 April 2011: 

ESPMH member: 390.- Euro

Non member: 440.- Euro
Accompanying person: 

Paid before 01 April 2011: 80.-Euro

Paid after 01 April 2011: 100.- Euro

Getting to Zurich

By train

There are train services from many European cities to Zurich. Please check your countries train service. 

By air

SWISS, Switzerland’s national airline operates out of most countries: www.swiss.com
From Germany Air Berlin has many possibilities flying into Zurich. www.airberlin.com
Another possibility can be flying into Basel and then taking a 1 hours train ride to Zurich. Easy Jet operates into Basel: www.easyjet.com
By car 

By car you can reach Zurich by motorway from any direction. Parking is limited inside the city, most hotels charge for parking. The University does not offer any parking as it is in the centre of the city.

For travel in Zurich you might want to take a ZurichCard which allows you to travel with all public transport in Zurich, including ships, during your stay. You can buy them at any larger train station including the train station at Zurich Airport, or order a ZurichCard or a voucher online: http://www.zuerich.com/en/Visitor/Information/zuerich-card.html 
Currency 

The unit of currency in Switzerland is the Swiss Franc CHF (1 CHF = 0.80 Euro). Foreign currency can easily be exchanged at the airport or at exchange bureaus. All major credit cards are accepted, mainly VISA an Eurocard. MAESTRO is also accepted in most hotels and shops (with code) 

Visa 

Please contact your local consulate for details.

Social Programme

The following social activities will be offered: 

· Welcome reception on Wednesday (17 August) 


· Conference dinner on Friday (19 August) 

· Excursions and tours for participants and accompanying persons for an extra fee 
Accommodation 

Accommodation in Zurich is the responsibility of conference participants themselves. The Institute of Biomedical Ethics has reserved a contingency of rooms in several hotels close to the conference site. 
Rooms have been reserved in the following hotels for the duration of the conference – these are available until July 1, 2011.  Should you wish to avail please quote ”ESPMH Conference Zurich August 17-20, 2011”. It may be possible to get better rates in certain cases on certain dates with online bookings through the Zurich Tourism website. http://www.zuerich.com/en/Visitor/accommodation.html
In order to be fairly close to the University, enter the postal code 8001. Everything in and around Zurich is max. 20 minutes tram ride away from the center which is also where the University is.

Hotels can be found on  the link attached. http://map.search.ch/d/ze1m2ezm2
All rooms are quoted including breakfast.

Hotel Plattenhof http://www.plattenhof.ch/  


10 Design Superior Double CHF 255.00 for single use / CHF 285.00 for double use
4 Standard double rooms  CHF 215.00 for single use / CHF 235.00 for double use
4 Design single rooms for CHF 190.00

Hotel Rigihof  http://www.leonardo-hotels.com/Rigihof_Zurich_Hotel
Universitätstraße 101
8033 Zurich
Tel.: +41 44  360 1200
Single 180.—CHF Streetview;  215.—CHF 

Double 295.—CHF 

Double for single use 235.—CHF 

Sunnehus http://www.hotelsunnehus.ch/about.htm (inkl city tax)

Sonneggstrasse 17, 8006 Zürich/ZH
+41 44 250 27 27

Single 169.50 CHF 

Double 248.—CHF 

Hotel Basilea http://www.hotelbasilea.ch/de/hotel/ 
Zähringerstrasse 25, 8001 Zürich/ZH
+41 44 256 7600
Single 160.—CHF 

Double 215.—CHF
Please note:

Rooms are also available at the youth hostel, a 20 minute tram ride from the conference site: http://www.youthhostel.ch/en/hostels/zurich
Abstract Book

The abstract book will be handed out in Zurich at registration. Full manuscripts can be submitted for publication in the ESPMH journal "Medicine, Health Care and Philosophy. A European Journal". Participants are invited to read the instructions for authors on the website of the Journal (http://www.springer.com/medicine/journal/11019) and to submit an appropriately prepared article online for review. 

About Switzerland

You can find all information on www.myswitzerland.com 
About Zurich

As a lifestyle capital on the water, Zürich offers the unique mix of discovery, pleasure, nature and culture. The finest culinary highlights, unlimited shopping pleasure, over 50 museums and more than 100 galleries, Switzerland’s liveliest nightlife, numerous events and countless green oases in the center of the city tempt guests to linger and enjoy. http://www.zuerich.com/en/Visitor.html
University of Zurich

The University of Zurich was founded in 1833, though its origins stretch back as far as 1525 and the days of protestant reformer Ulrich Zwingli. Today the University enjoys international renown as a place of education and research. Two thousand lecturers in 140 special institutes provide the broadest range of subjects and courses available from any Swiss seat of higher education. With 24,000 students and 1,900 graduates every year, Zurich is also Switzerland’s largest university. The University provides academic services, works with the private sector and considers itself part of a national and global network for the acquisition and dissemination of knowledge.

Zurich’s international reputation is based on groundbreaking research, particularly in molecular biology, brain research and anthropology, and on the work of the University Hospital and Veterinary Hospital.

The University’s researchers, lecturers and students benefit from the infrastructure that Zurich provides as a centre of teaching and research. Apart from its own institutions, the University offers its members access to archive collections, libraries and the facilities of the Federal Institute of Technology (ETH), as well as to the city’s private institutions. Nine museums and collections, covering subjects from anthropology to zoology, constitute yet another valuable academic resource.

http://www.uzh.ch/about/portrait/portrait_en.html - top
Medical Faculty, University of Zurich

Two thousand students are enrolled in the Faculty of Medicine; of these, 200 pass their state examinations every year. Over 600 academic instructors are available to provide education and training. Zurich is the largest of the five medical schools in Switzerland. It is distinguished by world-class scientific activities in basic biomedical research and in applied clinical research. The university hospitals guarantee high-quality healthcare. 

http://www.med.uzh.ch/UeberdieFakultaet_en.html
History in brief
First democratically founded university in Europe

The University of Zurich was founded in 1833. It was the first university in Europe that was founded independently of the Church or a sovereign. Initially, it had four faculties: theology, law and political science, medicine and philosophy. 

With two chairs and four associate professorships, the Medical Faculty was considered to be one of the best equipped faculties. The subjects taught included anatomy, physiology, pathology and treatment, surgery, obstetrics, pharmacology and ophthalmology. Beginning in the 1860s, individual disciplines were divided, split off or introduced, which led to increasing specialization. The number of medical professorships doubled to 12 in the first 50 years after the founding of the Faculty. Another dozen were added in the following half-century. By 1962, the Medical and Dental Faculties had 41 Faculty members; in 1980 this figure had nearly doubled to 81 Faculty members. The Medical Faculty currently has 150 members. 

During the first century of its existence, the number of students quadrupled at the Medical Faculty of the University of Zurich to more than 400. During the same period, just under 3,000 dissertations were completed. With more than 2,000 students, the University of Zurich has the largest medical faculty in Switzerland.

Institute of Biomedical Ethics
About the Institute

The Institute of Biomedical Ethics (IBME) was established in 2005 in response to the growing need for education, research and consultancy in the area of medical ethics and bioethics. It belongs to the Medical Faculty of the University of Zurich and forms part of the Centre for Ethics, a well-established interdepartmental institution devoted to research, teaching and consultancy. 

The IBME is actively engaged in the following areas: 

· Research ethics

· Clinical ethics

· Public health ethics

· Ethical aspects of biotechnological developments

· Theoretical foundations of biomedical ethics

· Biomedical law

The Institute participates in the University Research Priority Programme for Ethics (URPP), which administers research fellowships as well as the Graduate Programme for Interdisciplinary Research in Ethics. It is involved in projects sponsored by the European Commission and other international research collaborations. 

The Institute is also involved in ethics consultancy, both in the clinical and academic fields as well as in policy debates. Members of the IBME are present in the global discourse on bioethical issues through their membership in professional associations such as International Association of Bioethics (IAB), European Society for Philosophy of Medicine and Health Care (ESPMH), Swiss Society of Biomedical Ethics (SGBE/SSEB), German Academy of Medical Ethics (AEM), their editorial work for national and international journals (Bioethica Forum; Journal of Medical Ethics; Medicine, Health Care and Philosophy) and their experience in international organizations, including the World Health Organization and UNESCO. 

Since 2009 the Institute offers its own PhD Programm in Biomedical Ethics: The PhD BmEL/Medical Track is designed for PhD applicants interested in focusing on biomedical ethics and the interface between ethics, health law and human rights. The Faculty of Medicine through its Institute of Biomedical Ethics, coordinates this track and is responsible for the students admitted through the Faculty of Medicine. The Medical Track is an English language program and it is one of the PhD programs within the Life Science Zurich Graduate School. 
