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	Introduction/Executive Summary





DT:  November 8, 2011
TO:  Interested Parties

FR:  DCCC Research

RE:  Rob Cornilles
The following report contains in progress research on Robert Cornilles, candidate for Congress in Oregon’s Congressional 1st District. 
Research was conducted by the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee’s Research Department between late September and early November 2011. 
News articles, public documents, tracking footage and other materials were examined and researched in the preparation of this report. A trip to Oregon took place the last week of September 2011. 
As a result, and because this document is in progress and meant to help develop a specific narrative about Cornilles’ career, this research report has intentionally and unintentionally left out certain material. Consequently, there are may be omissions or areas that need further exploring. 
Significant effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of this report. However, before using the materials contained in this report for use in any public forum, always double-check the facts to verify your claims. 
The DCCC Research Department is available at all times to assist in such fact-checking efforts.

Should further information be needed on a particular topic, please feel free to contact us.

The Case Against Rob Cornilles

Rob Cornilles is the founder and President of Game Face Marketing, Inc, a company that helps sports franchises boost ticket sales. In 2010 he invited people to examine his business saying “I welcome that scrutiny” but in 2007 the IRS filed an $83,000 tax lien against Game Face. In 2003, Cornilles paid $9,000 to three students of his “Executive Academy” after they filed grievances with the state Wage Commission alleging that his academy was an “unpaid call center” with a $1,395 entry fee. He has repeatedly claimed to have created 500 jobs but later admitted his company employed only five people. Finally, Game Face has been administratively dissolved by the State of Oregon multiple times.

Cornilles supported Merritt Paulson’s efforts to bring a Major League Soccer team to Portland. Despite being the son of Bush-Treasury Secretary Henry Paulson who is worth $700 million, Merritt convinced the City of Portland to spend $12 million transforming PGE Park from a multi-purpose stadium into a MLS facility. When the renovation costs went $5 million over budget the city paid for $1 million of the overruns while it was “financially strapped.” Since the city could not pay for the renovations immediately, it was forced to delay payment until 2017 at which point interest costs alone will have added over $11 million to its costs. The Portland Timbers which now play in the renovated stadium became a client of Game Face.

Despite his comments on the necessity to reduce government spending, in June 2011, the Daily Journal of Commerce reported that Cornilles led a team seeking to transform the Veterans Memorial Coliseum into a media production center. His project was estimated to cost $81 million and federal tax credits were expected to pay from $25 million to $50 million.

In 2011, Cornilles served on a Regional Board of Umpqua Bank which received $214 million in bailout funds from the federal government despite his opposition to TARP. Umpqua has been sued by their own investors for giving executives pay raises despite a declining share price. In 2010 the bank also settled a $30 million lawsuit alleging a Ponzi scheme.

Cornilles was also appointed to the board of directors for the Virginia Garcia Memorial Foundation in 2011 in spite of their polar opposite policy views. While Cornilles opposed the Affordable Care Act Virginia Garcia Memorial Health Center supported it. Cornilles also opposed the 2009 federal stimulus program that provided millions to VGMHC to increase patient capacity, create jobs, and modernize record keeping. 
Beyond his questionable business practices Cornilles is simply too extreme for Oregon. During his 2010 campaign Cornilles called himself the “original Tea Party candidate” and encouraged people to join the movement. In 2011, Cornilles supported private options for both Social Security and Medicare. Previously, Cornilles said he would cut Social Security and Medicare before trimming the defense budget. 

He has even received campaign contributions and assistance from radical groups such as Koch Industries which wants to abolish Social Security and FreedomWorks whose founder opposed Medicare.

Cornilles was even endorsed by the Oregon Right to Life, a group that is so extreme is so extreme it opposes abortion under any circumstances except when the life of the mother is in imminent danger. Additionally, he sided with global warming skeptics by claiming there was “no science” that could prove climate change was caused by humans. Perhaps that is why Cornilles said “nothing should be off the table” when it comes to energy exploration which could open Oregon coastal waters and parks to oil drilling. He also supported liquefied natural gas development.

Cornilles’ ideas are not just extreme, they are bad for Oregon. His tax policies would benefit the wealthy while costing everyone else. He supported indefinitely extending the Bush-era tax cuts and said the corporate tax rate was “hindering America’s ability to compete internationally.” In March 2010 Cornilles opposed Oregon ballot measures 66 and 67 which increased taxes on high income individuals and raised the minimum corporate tax which were necessary to fund schools, health care, and public safety.

Even though his own children attend Oregon public schools, Cornilles opposed $10 billion to assist schools in hiring and retaining teachers. Then he suggested schools obtain funding by cutting taxes and holding fundraising dinners. Cornilles even opposed Race to the Top funding for which Oregon is currently competing against other states for $50 to $100 million.

While he has campaigned on job creation, The Oregonian noted that Cornilles was “short on specifics when it comes to saying precisely how he would apply his own job-creation skills” to a large, diverse district. During an Americans for Prosperity Meeting in 2010, Cornilles claimed unemployment benefits were so generous it encouraged joblessness because people were avoiding manual labor.

When Cornilles was first asked about his view on reauthorizing federal timber payments made to Oregon counties that offset “steep declines in logging revenues” he opposed the payments but later said, “Promises and assurances that have been made over the years should be kept. During his 2010 primary campaign, Cornilles faced so much criticism for supporting earmarks that he switched positions to oppose them. 
These issues and others are discussed in greater detail throughout this report:

Bad Business Man

Cornilles is the President and Founder of Game Face, Inc.

Cornilles is the President and Founder of Game Face, a company that helps sports franchises boost ticket sales and provide a more entertaining experience for fans. His clients have included the Boston Celtics, New York Mets and Denver Broncos. He has also done work locally for the Portland Trail Blazers and the Portland Beavers. [The Oregonian, 7/15/09]
Game Face Marketing Hit With $83,000 Tax Lien

On April 24, 2007; the IRS filed and $83,284 tax lien against Game Face Marketing across three tax periods:

Kind of Tax

Tax Period Ending

Identifying Number

Date of Assessment

Last Day for Refiling

Unpaid Balance of Assessment

941

03/31/06

91-1858186

04/02/07

05/02/17

$31,213.66

941
06/30/06

91-1858186

09/18/06

10/18/16

$38,054.48

941
09/30/06

91-1858186

12/04/06

01/03/17

$14,016.73

Total

$82,284.87

[Washington County Recorder, filed 5/02/07]

The Lien was released on August 1, 2007. [Washington County Recorder, filed 8/01/07]
2009: Took Credit for 500 Jobs

In 2009, Cornilles claimed to have advised 25,000 executives and hundreds of sports businesses and placed more than 500 individuals in full-time jobs with the sports industry. [cornillesforcongress.com, accessed 10/13/09]  
Really had Only 5 Employees

In October 2011, while endorsing Cornilles for the 2011 Republican primary election, The Oregonian editorial board wrote that Game Face was “a five-employee sports consulting and training company.” [The Oregonian, 10/15/11]
Paid $9,000 to Former Students After they Reported Cornilles to the State Bureau of Labor

In 2003, three students in Game Face’s “Executive Academy,” a training program for recent college grads meant to connect them to jobs in the sports marketing industry filed grievances with the state Wage Commission that Cornilles’ business was a scam.

Documents filed with the Oregon Bureau of Labor and Industries showed that Game Face paid $9,052.07 to three former participants after they made claims that Cornilles’ academy was an “unpaid call center” with a $1,395 entry fee.

“What they don’t tell you is when you show up you go through one week of classwork and you learn the first day that you’re a salesman for him,” said one former participant. “You’re a cold-call telemarketer.”
The same participant said that employees made up to 120 calls a day, trying to sell season ticket packages for the various sports teams that had hired Cornilles.

“He’d go out and contract with these people and say ‘I’ll come in and train your ticket salespeople. Then he gets us to do it for free.”
The agreement, in which the former employees were paid for missing compensation, specifically stated that Game Face was not admitting to any wrongdoing. [Forest Grove News-Times, 10/20/10]

Game Face Marketing was Administratively Dissolved Twice

2005: Administratively Dissolved

On July 8, 2005, Game Face Marketing was administratively dissolved for not filing an annual report and paying the yearly fee. [Oregon Secretary of State, Corporation Division, Game Face Marketing Application for Reinstatement/Reactivation, Filed 12/02/06]
2009: Administratively Dissolved Again
On July 10, 2009, Game Face Marketing was administratively dissolved for not filing an annual report and paying the yearly fees. [Oregon Secretary of State, Corporation Division, Game Face Marketing Certificate, 9/27/11]

Supported MLS Expansion into Portland

In 2009, Cornilles supported Merritt Paulson’s efforts to bring a Major League Soccer team to Portland, Oregon writing that sports teams made cities relevant through national and international promotion. [The Oregonian, Cornilles LTE, 4/26/09]

City Planned to Pay Almost $12 Million to Renovate PGE Park

The city of Portland originally planned to contribute $11.9 million to renovate PGE Park from a multi-purpose stadium to a Major League Soccer facility for the Portland Timbers. The team’s owner, Merritt Paulson, planned to pay $19.3 million for project. [Willamette Week 3/01/11]
PGE Park Renovation went $5 Million Over Budget, City Covered $1 Million

In March 2011, the Willamette Week reported renovations costs were “about $5 million over the project’s $31 million budget.” $1 million of the cost over-runs were absorbed by the city per its contract with Paulson. [Willamette Week 3/01/11]
Portland was “Financially Strapped”
In June 2011, the New York Times reported that critics felt that Merritt Paulson was heavy-handed in his dealings with the financially strapped city…” Jack Bogdanski, a professor of tax law at Lewis and Clark Law School said, “Why the Paulson family needed public money is beside me. He came into town highly suspect in my book.” [New York Times, 6/23/11]
Forced to Delay Payment on Soccer Debt

Since Portland had already borrowed against the Spectator Fund to build parking garages at Rose Quarter and for a previous PGE Park refurbishment, the city planned “to issue zero-coupon bonds, which allow interest and principal payments to be pushed off until 2017, when the Rose Quarter debt is paid off.” The Oregonian claimed it would “be the most expensive debt on” the city’s books “likely bearing an interest rate of 9 percent or more.” [The Oregonian, 7/23/09]
Cost Over $11 Million in Interest
By delaying payment on the PGE renovation bonds for eight years and paying nine percent interest, when the city begins to pay off the debt in 2017 instead of owing $11.2 million Portland will owe $22.3 million, a difference of over $11.1 million. [moneychimp.com, Compound Interest Calculator, accessed 10/14/11]
Portland Timbers were a Game Face Client

At a March 2010 house party, Cornilles said, “If you like the NFL, or you like the NBA, or MLB, you like hockey, soccer, whatever it is, chances are, your favorite team has been a client of mine. ‘Cause I work with over 400 teams around the world…Even the Portland Timbers.” [Cornilles Remarks, House Party, 3/11/10]
In October 2011, the Portland Timbers were listed on Game Face’s website as a client. [gamefacesportsjobs.com, accessed 10/12/11]
Led Team Seeking to Transform the Veterans Memorial Coliseum into a Media Production Center

In June 2011, the Daily Journal of Commerce reported that Cornilles led a team proposing to transform the Veterans Memorial Coliseum into a media production center with “the largest self-contained, fully integrated urban soundstage in the world,” a live-performance theater with 875 seats, and two screening theaters with 250 seats each. Plans also included four stories of office space and some storage space. [Daily Journal of Commerce, 6/07/11]
Estimated to Cost $81 Million, Expected $25-$50 Million in Federal Tax Credits

According to the Daily Journal of Commerce, it would cost about $81 million to redevelop the Veterans Memorial Coliseum. Federal tax credits were expected to pay from $25 million to $50 million, while private, out-of-state investors would supply the rest. [Daily Journal of Commerce, 6/07/11]
Cornilles Would Have Voted Against Bank Bailout

In 2010, Cornilles said that he would have voted against the bank bailout.

“I think meanwhile the taxpayer, the regular citizen, especially back in Oregon, is not seeing the positive benefits of the bailout bill,” he said. [Daily Astorian, 1/21/10]

… Though He Serves on a Board of Bank That Received $214 Million TARP Bailout

According to his campaign website, as of September 2011, Cornilles served on the board of directors of the Umpqua Bank Regional Division. [cornillesforcongress.com, accessed 9/28/11]
Umpqua Borrowed $214 Million under TARP

Under the Troubled Asset Relief Program, Umpqua Holdings Corp., parent company of Umpqua Bank, borrowed $214.2 million from the federal government. Umpqua paid back the funds in February 2010.

In all, the bank paid the government back almost $18 million in dividends as all participants in the program paid 5 percent annual interest on the money received.

Before paying back the funds, the bank raised enough capital to acquire two failed banks and repay the government while pursuing acquisition opportunities. [Oregonian, 2/17/10; ProPublica.org, accessed 9/28/11; Portland Business Journal, 2/17/10]

Cornilles Appointed to the Board of Directors of Virginia Memorial Foundation

As of September 2011, Cornilles serves on the board of directors of the Virginia Garcia Memorial Foundation, which provided support for the Virginia Garcia Memorial Health Center (VGMHC) through funding, community relations and partnerships.

He joined in early 2011. [virginiagarcia.org, accessed 9/28/11; Forest Grove News-Times, 2/02/11]
VGMHC Supported the Affordable Health Act

In 2011, VGMHC executive director Christine Rontal said, “We believe that the Affordable Care Act empowers people to receive quality, culturally competent care, in their first languages and according to their beliefs about medicine. That leads to better health outcomes.” [Hillsboro Argus, 2/04/11]

…But Cornilles Opposed Affordable Health Act

In 2010, Cornilles said, “I am convinced and convicted, to go back to Congress and start over on health care reform.” [OPB, 9/13/10]
Received Stimulus Dollars


According to the VGMHC website, the center received federal stimulus dollars that allowed for increased patient capacity In 2009, Virginia Garcia added 10 new providers between six clinics, adding about 7,000 new patients over a two year period. Part of the money allowed for an expansion of their dental clinic. [virginiagarcia.org, accessed 9/28/11]
In 2011, Virginia Garcia received a $12 million federal grant to support the construction of the Cornelius Wellness Center. The facility will enable Virginia Garcia to double the number of patients it is able to serve and will generate 100 construction jobs and 10 full-time clinic staff. [Forest Grove News-Times, 2/02/11]
In 2009, Virginia Garcia Memorial Health Clinic was awarded $1.2 million through the Department of Health and Human Services to “support the implementation of Electronic Health Records and Dental IT.” [recovery.gov, Award No. C81CS13474, award date 6/25/09]
In 2009, Virginia Garcia Memorial Health Clinic was awarded $485,719 through the Department of Health and Human Services to “improve the access to primary care medical services to an estimated 3,644 individuals in Washington and Yamhill counties.” [recovery.gov, Award No. H8BCS12632, award date 3/27/09]

… But Cornilles Didn’t Support the Stimulus

In a 2010 television advertisement, Cornilles called the stimulus “failed.”
Cornilles told the Willamette Week that he would have opposed the bill. [OPB, 10/07/10; Willamette Week, 10/13/10]
Too Extreme

Called Himself “The Original Tea Party Candidate” 

In 2010, Cornilles called himself “the original Tea Party candidate” because he had been running the longest of any candidate running in Oregon and epitomized Tea Party values. [Executive Club forum, 5/05/10]

Cornilles: I’m Part of the Tea Party Movement

In March 2010, Cornilles told Populations TV show, “I’m part of the Tea Party movement…” arguing that it was comprised of people who became political active. [Populations TV Show, 3/23/10]
Supported a Private Option for Medicare

In 2011, Cornilles said he supported a “hybrid” approach of giving seniors a choice between the existing system and a private option in relation to the Republican budget plan. [The Oregonian, 10/11/11]
Supported Private Option for Social Security

When asked about the Ryan Plan, Cornilles said, “Right now there’s two plans, essentially, one is to let Social Security go bankrupt by doing nothing, by allowing it to just continue on its present course. And the other is to take it totally private. I think that somewhere in between, I think you create an opportunity rather to allow people more choice.” [Pacific University Candidate Forum, 31:54, 10/09/11]
Cornilles Pro-Life

Cornilles said he is pro-life, “but I always have been grateful that we can make that choice.” [Daily Astorian, 1/21/10]

In their endorsement of Cornilles for the 2011 Republican primary, the Willamette Weekly noted that Cornilles was pro-life. [Editorial, Willamette Weekly, 10/19/11]
Received Oregon Right to Life Endorsement in 2010

In 2011, Life News reported that Cornilles was pro-life and received the Oregon Right to Life endorsement in 2010. “Republican Rob Cornilles is pro-life. In 2010, he earned the endorsement of Oregon Right to Life, the state’s largest pro-life organization that works to protect human life both from abortion and from assisted suicide, which is legal in Oregon. In addition, Cornilles opposes the pro-abortion Obama healthcare law.” [Life News, 9/19/11]
Cornilles was also “recommended by the National Right to Life PAC.” [Portland Examiner, 11/02/10]
Received $2,500 from Koch Industries PAC

In 2010, Cornilles received a $2,500 donation from the Koch Industries political action committee. [CQ Moneyline, accessed 9/15/11]

Endorsed by FreedomWorks

In June 2010, FreedomWorks PAC endorsed Cornilles calling him a “Champion of Freedom.” [FreedomWorks PAC Press Release via Business Wire, 6/17/10]
Received Campaign Assistance from FreedomWorks

In October 2010, FreedomWorks spent almost $1,400 on door hangers and bumper stickers to support Cornilles, according to independent expenditure filings with the FEC. [fec.gov]

Claimed There Was “No Science” that People Affected Climate Change

At a May 2010 forum at the Executive Club in Portland, Cornilles said there was “no science” that could prove climate change was advanced by humans. [Executive Club forum video, 5/05/10]

Supported Liquefied Natural Gas Development

In January 2010, the Daily Astorian reported that Cornilles supported liquefied natural gas development in Oregon claiming it would create jobs and reduce the cost of energy. The paper wrote, “Of the three LNG projects proposed in Oregon, he said, he would back the one that will have the lowest environmental impact.” [Daily Astorian, 1/21/10]
Cornilles: Nothing Should Be Off the Table  

In May 2010, Cornilles criticized the decision to not build a liquefied natural gas plant at Bradwood Landing saying, “…you know, it just I think reemphasizes the need for us to continue to develop energy sources. Nothing should be off the table.” [KPAM Radio Portland, 5/05/10]
Suggested Fundraising for Education Programs 

During an October 2011 forum, when asked how he planned to fund music and arts programs Cornilles spoke about his efforts to raise money for the Special Olympics of Oregon and suggested similar fundraising activities for schools. He said:

Here’s the trick, in order for private citizens to be able to give money to their favorite charity, whether it be to school programs, Special Olympics or anything else, they have to have a job, they have to be prosperous. They can’t be spending 40% of their income going to taxes, but rather we need to let them keep as much of their money as possible to do good things. To support their favorite causes…How do you do that? You lower taxes, you make sure people have stable jobs, that grows the economy and that means important services such as you described. [West View High School Forum, Part 1, 10:55, 10/17/11]

Cornilles: Unemployment Benefits Encourage Joblessness

During a January 2010 debate, Cornilles claimed unemployment benefits were so generous people were avoiding jobs requiring manual labor. He said the unemployed would tell potential employers, “Why would I take this job when right now Oregon state unemployment pays me well, gives me an incentive with clothing allowance, an education allowance, a transportation allowance? Why would I take a risky job?” [Cornilles Remarks, Americans for Prosperity Meeting, Warrenton, OR, 1/19/10]
Opposed the Affordable Care Act


In August 2010, while discussing the Affordable Care Act, Cornilles told a town hall, “…had I been a member of Congress in March this year, March 21st, to be exact, on that fateful Sunday night, I would have voted against this.” [Cornilles Remarks, St. Helens Town Hall, 8/25/10]
Cornilles: Everybody Can Not Have Access to Health Care

In March 2010, Cornilles argued that insuring everyone would cause health care costs to rise. He said:

We have to take personal responsibility on healthy living but we also need to find ways for companies such as mine who wish to insure their people could do so affordably. You can’t do that if you provide access to everybody. If everybody has a Lamborghini, then Lamborghinis become even more expensive. So, the system becomes more expensive. If everybody has health insurance our costs will continue to rise, we have to make sure people have affordable health coverage that can start with legislation that ultimately comes down to our personal responsibility. [Dorchester candidate forum, 3/06/10]
Bad for Oregon

Supported Extending Bush Tax Cuts

During the 2010 campaign, Cornilles supported indefinitely extending the Bush-era tax cuts. [The Oregonian, 11/03/10; Associated Press. 8/21/10]
In a September 2010 debate, Cornilles said not renewing the tax cuts would be “demonizing certain classes of our society” and discourage economic growth. [The Oregonian, 9/11/10]
In November 2010, the Portland Examiner reported that Cornilles felt not extending the Bush tax cuts was “a dereliction of duty.” [Portland Examiner, 11/02/10]
Opposed Increasing Taxes for Wealthy Individuals and Corporations

In March 2010, Cornilles told Populations TV the he opposed Oregon ballot Measures 66 and 67. [Populations TV Show, 3/23/10]
Measure 66 Increased Taxes on High Income Individuals

According to The Oregonian, Measure 66 raised the tax rate from 9 percent to 10.8 percent for individuals with taxable income above $125,000. The rate for income about $250,000 was also raised to 11 percent. For married couples the income thresholds were twice as much. 

Oregon’s Legislative Revenue Office estimated “about 2.5 percent of all Oregon tax filers would see an increase in their taxes, or about 38,000 out of 1.5 million filers.” [The Oregonian, 1/12/10]
Measure 67 Increased Minimum Corporate Tax

According to The Oregonian, Measure 67 replaced the minimum corporate tax of $10 with a sliding scale ranging from ranges from $150 to $100,000.
Fewer than 1,700 corporations, or about 5 percent, of were expected to see higher taxes. [The Oregonian, 1/12/10]
Measures Raised $727 Million for Schools, Health Care, and Public Safety

According to The Oregonian, Measures 66 was expected to raise $472 million while Measure 67 was expected to raise $255 million. They money was allocated as part of the general fund budget for 2009-2011. The paper wrote, “Most of the money would pay for public schools, health care and public safety.” [The Oregonian, 1/12/10]
Claimed Jobs were Number One Priority

In November 2010, Cornilles claimed job creation was his number one priority. To lower unemployment, he proposed “lowering taxes, rewarding risk taking, and eliminating unnecessary regulations that stifle business.” [Portland Examiner, 11/02/10]
The Oregonian: “Short on Specifics” for Job Creation

In 2010, The Oregonian noted that Cornilles was “short on specifics when it comes to saying precisely how he would apply his own job-creation skills” to a large, diverse district. [Oregonian, 10/14/10]
Supported Earmarks…

In March 2010, Cornilles supported earmarks saying, “…if you’re asking me if I will fight to bring Oregon taxpayer money back to serve the interests of Oregonians, you bet I will. And I will not apologize for that, as long as it has a federal purpose or function or value.” [Dorchester candidate forum, 3/06/10]
…Then Opposed Earmarks

In April 2010, Cornilles told the Washington County Public Affairs Forum, “I do not support earmarks.” [Washington County Public Affairs Forum, 4/26/10]
Flip-Flopped on Timber Payments

When Cornilles was first asked about his view on reauthorizing federal timber payments made to counties that offset “steep declines in logging revenues” he opposed the payments. Cornilles said “I don’t know exactly what legislation you’re referring to,” but that “any industry, any people that are constantly looking for more federal money is something that needs to be put on the table right now. It’s a reality of where we are economically.” [Associated Press, 8/21/10]
Later Said Promises Should be Kept

Cornilles later clarified his remarks claiming to support the payments for now. He said, “Promises and assurances that have been made over the years should be kept…I support the continuation of the county payments, but government bailouts can’t go on forever in any industry.”
Cornilles argued what Oregonians really wanted were jobs and proposed reducing restrictions to allow loggers to harvest more timber. [Associated Press, 8/21/10]
Outstanding Records Requests

The following records requests have been made, but at this time have yet to be received.

Benton County Circuit Court
· Case file on which Robert Cornilles name appears (Guardianship) – 2004

· In Matter of Coleman Jason Allie Probate Guardianship

Clatsop County Circuit Court

· Case file on which Robert Cornilles name appears (Traffic) – 2011

· 11E835Z82 – Violation of Basic Rule

Multnomah County Parking Court

· Case file on which Robert Cornilles name appears (Traffic) – 2009

· HA08136586 – Parking Fines

Union County Circuit Court

· Case file on which Robert Cornilles name appears (Traffic) – 1988

· 883432 – Max Speed

· Case file on which Robert Cornilles name appears (Traffic) – 1988

· 880119 – Max Speed

Multnomah County Circuit Court

· Case file on which the Hazelwood Group name appears – 2006

· Ware, Jodi v Hazelwood Group

Portland City Council

· County Commissioners

· Information on Memorial Coliseum Proposal 

National Archives & Records Administration

· Selective service registration
For Further Information

We encourage questions, comments or requests for further information about this report. 
If there is information missing that should be included, or something that doesn’t appear to be correct, let us know and we’ll do our best to track it down, and if necessary, correct it.

Please feel free to contact us (202) 863-1500.

Disclaimer

By accepting this report, you are accepting responsibility for all information and analysis included. Therefore, it is your responsibility to verify all claims against the original documentation before you make use of it. 
Make sure you understand the facts behind our conclusions before making any specific charges against anyone. 
Double-check the original documentation from which we have drawn our conclusions before incorporating these findings into direct mail, radio, television, or any statements from your campaign. 
Call our office if you are unclear about anything.




Methodology

	SEARCHES COMPLETED

	Nexis (Complete Pull)
	Websites

	((Rob or Robert) w/2 (Cornilles))  in All News Sources

Judgments and Liens

Jury Verdicts and Experts

FAA Aircraft Registrations

Corporate Filings


Universal Commercial Code Filings

Professional Licenses


Bankruptcy Records

Civil & Criminal Filings


Marriage and divorce records

Dunn & Bradstreet



	cornillesforcongress.com 
facebook.com

twitter.com

youtube.com

google.com

newsbank.com



	Local and State Records
	Federal Records

	Oregon Secretary of State- Division of Corporations 

2010 Campaign Tracking Footage

Portland Development Commission
Washington County, OR:

· Recorder

· Treasurer
Clackamas County Circuit Court

· Case file on which Robert Cornilles name appears (Traffic) – 2001

· 0185566 – Speed Limit

· Case file on which Robert Cornilles name appears (Traffic) – 1997

· 9773940 – Failure to Carry Title

Lincoln County Circuit Court

· Case file on which Robert Cornilles name appears (Eviction) – 2007

· 073163 – Kathy Emmett et all v Jeremy Siedling

Yamhill County Circuit Court

· Case file on which Robert Cornilles name appears (Traffic) – 1995

· T9504407 – Max Speed

· Case file on which Robert Cornilles name appears (Traffic) – 2008
· T0802496 – Violation of Speed Limit

	· Federal Elections Commission
· Personal Financial Disclosure


Key Moments on Video
Throughout this book, numerous citations will refer to tracking footage of Cornilles recoded between 2009 and 2011. The following clips are a sample that covers the most important moments on video at the time of writing.
Rob Cornilles: Failure to Pay Federal Taxes 

KGW: Cornilles Explains Tax Lien [posted 10/20/11]
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cAz71UsfMSE
Rob Cornilles: Anti-Choice 

Rob Cornilles Touts Oregon Right to Life Endorsement [Democracy in Action Forum, 4/20/10]
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nG-LgnhDbmY
Rob Cornilles: Pro-Life [Americans for Prosperity Meeting, 1/19/10]
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tg69gyZ2Rnk
Rob Cornilles: The Original Tea Party Candidate 

Rob Cornilles: The Original Tea Party Candidate [Executive Club, 5/05/10]
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d5LnOwngrAc
Rob Cornilles Thanks the Tea Party for Their Leadership [9/12 Project Forum, 3/18/10]
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=93BUrCmbmUY
Rob Cornilles: Denies Climate Science 

Rob Cornilles Denies Man-Made Climate Change [Executive Club, 5/05/10]
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5xylAfTRQs0
Biographical Information 

This section provides background information on Cornilles’ personal life, including education, personal finances, property holdings, and other areas. 

Household Income Came from Wife’s Family Trust 
In 2011, Cornilles’ household income came from business investments in a family trust controlled by his wife’s family. His wife, Allison, controls 17 percent of the trust. His disclosure forms showed that he made $48,750 in 2011, $42,000 in 2010 and $85,750 in 2009. [Willamette Week, 12/14/11]

Disclosure Reports Indicated Family’s Real Wealth Came From His Wife – He Wouldn’t Say How Trust Affected His Family’s Finances

In 2011, it was reported that Cornilles’ disclosure reports indicated that that his family’s real wealth came from his wife – he wouldn’t say how the trust affected his family’s finances. Disclosure reports showed Cornilles took $42,000 in salary from the firm in 2010 and $48,750 in the first 7 1/2 months of this year, before he started his latest campaign. In comparison, he reported a salary of $87,200 in 2008. 

His wife had a 17 percent share in a family trust that owns stocks and several business properties in Oregon. Cornilles wouldn’t explain how the trust affects his family’s finances, saying, “How my family benefits from income is my own business.” He did say the assets and annual income listed in the report reflect the overall trust and not just her share. As a result, the report indicates she could have received income last year ranging between $81,000 and $714,000. [Oregonian, 12/12/11]

Main Source of Income Seemed to Be His Family’s Wealth

In December 2011, Cornilles’ main source of income seemed to be his family’s wealth. He claimed he built the company without the aid of a trust owned by his wife’s family that now appears to be the main source of his family’s wealth, according to financial disclosure reports filed with the U.S. House. Her share of the assets is worth between $1.47 million and $6.5 million, but the trust also has liabilities that cloud the financial picture. [Oregonian, 12/12/11]

Said He Was a “Product” of the First District


In a 2011 candidate guide by The Oregonian, it was reported that Cornilles said he was a “native Oregonian” and a “product of the First Congressional District,” as he was born in Portland and then raised in Washington and Yamhill Counties. [The Oregonian, accessed 10/31/11]

Married High School Sweetheart and Had Three Sons 


In a 2011 candidate guide by The Oregonian, it was reported that Cornilles married Allison Au, his high school sweetheart from Newberg High School, 25 years ago, and was the father of three sons with Au, ages 21, 18, and 15. [The Oregonian, accessed 10/31/11]

Affiliated with the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints


In a 2011 candidate guide by The Oregonian, it was reported that Cornilles was a member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints. [The Oregonian, accessed 10/31/11]

Headline:  Rob Cornilles really, really wants you to think he’s not a millionaire
In 2011, Cornilles said, “[the] biggest laugh in the hall so far tonight was from my wife when you called me a millionaire.”  Yet, Cornilles disclosed assets of between $8.7 million and $39.0 million - and 2010 income of between $477,942 and $4.18 million. Cornilles also said of the tax cut proposed by President Obama, “[T]he problem with this is that just doing a temporary tax cut extension for another twelve months is just going to create a bigger problem at the end of 2012.” In 2010 Cornilles opposed ending the Bush tax cuts for the wealthy: Cornilles said not renewing the tax cuts would be “demonizing certain classes of our society” and discourage economic growth. [Columnist, Kari Chisholm, Blue Oregon, 10/25/11]
2010 Assets Totaled Between $8 Million and $49 Million

In 2011, Cornilles said his company was profitable and in 2010 he disclosed personal assets of between $8 million and $49 million—primarily his wife’s property investments. [Editorial, Willamette Weekly, 10/19/11]
Cornilles Said His Wife Laughed When Audience Member Called Him a Millionaire

At a 2011 forum, Cornilles said, “by the way, biggest laugh in the hall so far tonight was from my wife when you called me a millionaire.” [Jewish Federation Candidate Forum, Part 2, 1:38, 10/10/11]

Said Failing to Vote in Oregon Elections was “A Mistake”

When asked why he didn’t vote in 9 of the past 27 elections since 1998, despite the fact that the vote by mail system was easy, Cornilles said “It was a mistake. These elections were things that I should have voted in, whether it was because of travel or other commitments, I made a mistake and I haven’t let it happen for a few years and I will not let it happen again.” [News Channel 8, KGW.com, 9:10, 10/15/11]
Graduated from Newberg High in Oregon 

In 2011, it was reported that Cornilles was an Oregon native and graduated from Newberg High. [Editorial, Forest Grove News-Times, 10/19/11] 

Failed to Vote a Third of the Time Because He Didn’t Study Issues 

In 2011, Rob Cornilles said he didn’t vote a third of the time because he didn’t have enough time to study the issues.  According to Politico, “The Oregonian digs through congressional candidate Rob Cornilles’ voting record and finds a potential problem: He’s neglected to cast a ballot a third of the time since 1998. Election records show that Labor Commissioner Brad Avakian, state Sen. Suzanne Bonamici of Beaverton and state Rep. Brad Witt of Clatskanie have not skipped an election.  Cornilles, who ran against [Rep. David] Wu in 2010, missed statewide primary elections in 2000 and 2006 as well as local elections in 1999, 2001, 2003, 2005, 2007 and in May of 2009.” [Blog, Politico, 8/16/11]
Reportedly Did Not Have Record of Tax Liens 

In light of the news that Avakian had delinquent taxes the Associated Press reported in 2011 that none of the other candidates in the race — Democratic legislators Brad Witt and Suzanne Bonamici, and Republican businessman Rob Cornilles — have records of tax liens. [Associated Press, 9/14/11] 

Owns Properties with Wife that Generate Between $465,000 to $4.15 million in Rent Annually

Listed on his 2009 PFD are five properties that generate between $465,000 and $4.15 million in rent annually.  They appear be a part of a “Family Partnership” in which his wife as a 17 percent interest. Cornilles lists the mortgages for three of the properties as part of his liabilities.  [PFD 2009]   


Wife appears to be Independently Wealthy through Family partnership worth Millions

According to Cornilles’ financial disclosure filed in 2009, his wife, Allison, appeared to be quite wealthy. She listed assets, mostly commercial property, worth “at least $9 million.” However, Cornilles told the Oregonian that that as a minority owner of the assets, she can’t liquidate them, even if she wanted to. 

“This campaign is going to be based solely on the contributions that we receive,” Cornilles said.

In addition, FEC regulations limited the ability of a spouse to personally transfer money to a candidate for the purpose of a campaign, and contributions were limited to normal limits. [Oregonian, 10/09/09] 
Four Traffic Infractions
There were four traffic infractions filed against Cornilles in Oregon between 1988 and 2001.  [Nexis Public Records]
· 1988: A speeding infraction for exceeding max speed for trucks.  Union County Courts case number 883432, offense date May 31, 1988. 

· 1995: A exceed maximum speed court fine of $66.  Yamhill county court, case number T9504407, offense date August 31, 1995.

· 1997: A failure to carry registration card.  Clackamas County Court case number 9773940, offense date April 24, 1997.

· 2001: A fine of $173 for violation of basic rule.  Clackamas County Court case number 0185566, offense date June 11, 2001. 

Note: Original records should be obtained to confirm.

Birth Date

Cornilles was born in Portland, Oregon on April 17, 1964. [Associated Press, 8/21/10]
Residence

Cornilles currently resides at 9825 SW Choctaw St, Tualatin, OR 97062. [Washington County Voter Profile Report]
Family

Cornilles married his wife, Allison in 1987. 
Together they have three sons: Austin (b. 1990), Brennan (b. 1994), and Chadd (b. 1997). [Oregon Republican Party Press Release via States News Service, 5/18/10; Associated Press, 8/21/10; Cornilles Remarks, Americans for Prosperity Meeting, Warrenton, OR, 1/19/10]
Son on Mission in Arizona 

In March 2010, Cornilles told a house party that his son was on a Mormon Mission in Arizona. [Cornilles Remarks, House Party, 3/11/10]

Children Attended Public Schools
In August 2010 Cornilles told a town hall, “My kids are in public schools, they always have been. That’s a conscience choice my wife and I have always made. We believe public school systems have to be strong, vibrant, competitive.” [Cornilles Remarks, Warrenton Town Hall, 8/24/10]
Education

Cornilles graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in cinematic arts from Brigham Young University in 1988. [Associated Press, 8/21/10; The Business Journal, 3/19/04]
Cornilles attended Newberg High School. While a senior, he was the runner-up for Oregon Youth Governor. [Oregon Republican Party Press Release via States News Service, 5/18/10; The Business Journal, 3/19/04]
Religion

Cornilles is a member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. [Associated Press, 8/21/10]
Served a Mission in Japan

According to the Journal and Courier, Cornilles served a mission in Japan. [Journal and Courier, 3/25/06]
Property Ownership
Cornilles and his wife currently own a home in Tualatin, previously they have own two other homes in the Portland Metro area. 

9825 SE Choctaw - Tualatin
The Cornilles’ have owned their home at 9825 SW Choctaw in Tualatin since 2003. 

In July 2003, Rob and Allison Cornilles purchased the property from Ruben and Shannon Patterson for $599,500. [Washington County Recorder Document 2003-135791]
They took out a $479,600 Mortgage from Countrywide on the property. [Washington County Recorder Document 2003-135793] 

Also in 2003, they took out an $84,000 line of credit secured with the property from First Horizon. All funds were repaid in 2008. [Washington County Recorder Document 2004 – 015805; 2008-062918]
Note: Property assessments documents have been requested from Washington County
26695 SW Labrousse – Sherwood
From 2001 to 2003 the Cornilles’ owned property at 26695 SW Labrousse in Sherwood

In August 2001, Rob and Allison Cornilles purchased the property from the Parrett Mountain View Estates for $220,000. [Washington County Recorder Document 2001089461]
They took out a $165,000 Mortgage from Washington Mutual on the property. There was no second home rider attached to the mortgage, and according the mortgage they were to occupy the property as their primary residence for at least one year. The mortgage was satisfied in 2003 [Washington County Recorder Document 2001089462; 2003-170014]
In 2003, the Cornilles’ sold the property to the Albert Views Estate LLC. [Washington County Recorder Document 2003-130918]
Note: Property assessments documents have been requested from Washington County
8765 SW Stono - Taulatin

From 1993 to 1995 the Cornilles’ owned a home at 8765 SW Stono in Tualatin.

In November 1993, Rob and Allison Cornilles purchased the home from the Hollman Company. [Washington County Recorder Document 93096070]
They took out a $165,000 Mortgage from Washington Mutual on the property. The mortgage was satisfied in 2003. [Washington County Recorder Document 93096070; 2003-172459]
In February 1995, the Cornilles’ conveyed the house to the Cornilles Living Trust, however they requested that all tax statements continue to be sent to themselves at the Stono address [Washington County Recorder Document 95008943]
Note: Property assessments documents have been requested from Washington County
Property Tax Payment History
Property tax payment history has been requested, but we have been verbally told that the taxes are up to date and paid in full. We will verify when documents are received.
According to the Washington County Assessment and Taxation website, Cornilles’ home was valued at $612,180 in 2011 and he paid $9,364.47 in property taxes. The table below details his home’s value and tax payments between 2008 and 2011:

	Year
	Land Market Value
	Structure Market Value
	Total RMV
	Assessed Value
	Property Taxes

	2008
	$326,260
	$482,970
	$809,230
	$538,240
	$9,203.54

	2009
	$256,920
	$404,150
	$661,070
	$554,380
	$9,629.29

	2010
	$244,080
	$349,250
	$593,330
	$571,010
	$9,084.56

	2011
	$228,660
	$383,520
	$612,180
	$588,140
	$9,364.47


[Washington County Assessment and Taxation website, Tax Statements, 2011, 2010, 2009]

Criminal Record
Searches thus far have revealed no irregularities in Cornilles’ criminal record. 

Driving Record

Several traffic violations have been identified in five separate counties. Full case files have been requested. As of writing only two counties had responded: 

1995: Ticketed for Exceeding Maximum Speed

On August 31, 1995, Cornilles was ticketed in Yamhill County for exceeding the maximum speed. He plead guilty and paid a total of $67. [Yamhill County District Court, Case # T9504407, filed 9/07/95]
2008: Ticketed for Driving 73 Miles per Hour in a 55 Zone

On June 30, 2008, Cornilles was ticketed in Yamhill County for driving 73 miles per hour in a 55 zone. He paid a total of $160. [Yamhill County District Court, Case # T0802496, issued 6/30/08]
1997: Ticketed for Failure to Carry the Vehicle Registration Card

On April 29, 1997 Cornilles was ticketed in Clackamas County for failure to carry his vehicle’s registration card. The charge was dismissed when he provided a copy of the registration card. [Clackamas County District Court, Case # T9773940, filed 5/01/97]
2001: Ticketed for Driving 64 Miles per Hour in a 45 Zone

On June 11, 2001, Cornilles was ticketed in Clackamas County for driving 64 miles per hour in a 45 zone that was designated as a safety corridor. He plead guilty and paid a total of $175. [Clackamas County District Court, Case # T0185566, filed 6/13/01]
“Safety corridors are stretches of state or local highway with an incidence of traffic crashes with higher than expected for that type of roadway.” [Oregon Department of Transportation, Safety Corridor Guide, 2002]
Outstanding Requests

The following counties had not responded to requests for copies of Cornilles’ traffic records. This section will be updated when they become available.

Clatsop County Circuit Court

· Case file on which Robert Cornilles name appears (Traffic) – 2011

· 11E835Z82 – Violation of Basic Rule

Multnomah County Parking Court

· Case file on which Robert Cornilles name appears (Traffic) – 2009

· HA08136586 – Parking Fines

Union County Circuit Court

· Case file on which Robert Cornilles name appears (Traffic) – 1988

· 883432 – Max Speed

· Case file on which Robert Cornilles name appears (Traffic) – 1988

· 880119 – Max Speed

Judgments, Liens, Bankruptcy

Searches thus far have revealed no irregularities in Cornilles’ personal financial history however the IRS did file an $83,284 tax lien against his business, Game Face Marketing, in 2007. [Washington County Recorder, filed 8/01/07]
Please see the Businesses – Game Face section of this book for further information about the lien.

Voting History
Cornilles Registered to vote in Oregon on September 30, 1993. [Washington County Voter Profile Report, Accessed 9/29/11]
The following chart shows the elections which Cornilles voted in since 1998 (The earliest record the Washington County Elections Department maintained):
	Date
	Election Description
	Participated

	05/17/11
	Special District May 2011
	Voted

	03/08/11
	Special March 2011
	Voted

	11/02/10
	November General 2010
	Voted

	05/18/10
	2010 May Primary
	Voted

	01/26/10
	January Statewide Special
	Voted

	05/19/09
	May 2009 Special Election
	NOT VOTED

	11/04/08
	November General 2008
	Voted

	05/20/08
	Primary May 2008
	Voted

	11/06/07
	Special November 2007
	Voted

	05/15/07
	May 2007 Special Election
	NOT VOTED

	11/07/06
	General 2006
	Voted

	05/16/06
	2006 May Primary
	NOT VOTED

	05/17/05
	May 2005 Special District Election
	NOT VOTED

	11/02/04
	General 2004 
	Voted

	05/18/04
	Primary Election 2004
	Voted

	02/03/04
	State Measure 30
	Voted

	09/16/03
	Special September 2003
	NOT VOTED

	05/20/03
	Special District May 2003
	NOT VOTED

	01/28/03
	Special Statewide Jan 2003
	Voted

	11/05/02
	General Election 2002
	Voted

	09/17/02
	September Special 2002
	Voted

	05/21/02
	Primary Election 2002
	Voted

	03/13/01
	March 2001 Special District Election
	NOT VOTED

	11/07/00
	2000 General Election
	Voted

	05/16/00
	Biennial Primary Election
	NOT VOTED

	11/02/99
	November 2, 1999 Special Election
	NOT VOTED

	11/03/98
	Election November 3, 1998
	Voted

	05/19/98
	Biennial Primary Nomination Election
	Voted


[Washington County Voter Profile Report, Accessed 9/29/11]
Failed to Vote in One-Third of All Elections Since 1998

In August 2011, The Oregonian reported that Cornilles had failed to vote in nine of 27 elections since 1998 or 33.33 percent. He “missed statewide primary elections in 2000 and 2006, as well as local elections in 1999, 2001, 2003, 2005, 2007 and two in 2009.” Cornilles claimed he missed elections because of his extensive business travels, sometimes at the last minute. [The Oregonian, 8/17/11]
Note: Records indicated that Democrats Avakian, Bonamici, and Witt have voted in every election for which they were eligible during a similar timeframe. 
Failed to Vote in Over 50 Percent of Special Elections Since 1998

According to the Washington County Elections Department, between May 1998 and May 2011, there were 13 special elections in which Cornilles was eligible to vote. He failed to vote in seven of the special elections or 53.85 percent. [Washington County Voter Profile Report, Accessed 9/29/11]
Admitted Failing to Vote was “a Mistake”
In October 2011, Cornilles said, “It was a mistake. These elections were things that I should have voted in, whether it was because of travel or other commitments, I made a mistake and I haven’t let it happen for a few years and I will not let it happen again.” [News Channel 8, KGW.com, 9:10, 10/15/11]
Cornilles: Voting Is Not Enough to Restore Oregon

During a March 2010 radio interview, Cornilles claimed the reason he was running for Congress was simply being a good citizen and voting were not enough actions to restore Oregon to its former glory. He said:

I thought I was being a good enough citizen by trying to be a good dad, good husband, active in my community and trying to create jobs here in the area, but, like a lot of people, I realized that those contributions aren’t enough, and voting certainly isn’t enough if you want to make - if you want to – if you want to restore Oregon to what it was, at least when I was growing up here, and that is a great place to grow, not only a family, but also a career and a business. [Victoria Taft Show, KPAM Radio Portland, 3/09/10]
Filed Eviction Claim On Behalf of Landlord for $3,400 in Overdue Rent 

In July 2007, Cornilles, with his wife Allison, Brad Cornilles, and Nancy Haupt, acting as “agents” for the landlord Kathleen Emmett filed a residential eviction lawsuit in the Lincoln County Circuit Court against renters Jeremy Siedling and Cheryl Lindquist for $3,400 worth of overdue rent on the property located at 30 Seaview Street in Depoe Bay, Oregon. 

Brad Cornilles filed the motions on behalf of the plaintiff. Robert Cornilles’ role in the management of the rental property was never established in the available case documents. [Kathy Emmett et al. v. Jeremy Siedling et al, Residential Eviction Complaint , Lincoln County Circuit Court, Case No. 073163, Filed 7/24/07]

“Agents” Have no Legal or Financial Ownership of Property

Consultation with a clerk from the Lincoln County Circuit Court’s civil division confirmed that parties may only file as “agents” of landlords if they have no legal or financial ownership in the property itself but are also responsible managing the property in their varying capacities. [Conversation with Clerk, Lincoln County Circuit Court – Civil Division, 4/14/10]
Judgment for the Plaintiff to Repossess Rental Property

In August 2007, the court entered a judgment in favor of the plaintiff to repossess the rental property as a result of the defendant failing to appear in court. [Kathy Emmett et al. v. Jeremy Siedling et al, General Judgment, Lincoln County Circuit Court, Case No. 073163, Filed 8/10/07]
Note: Tom Emmett was Cornilles’ grandfather who, in 2010, lived in Bethany, OR. [Washington County Public Affairs Forum, 4/26/10]
Research suggests that Kathleen Emmett was Cornilles’ mother though confirmation should be obtained before public use. 
Personal Finance

	Significant Findings

· $42,000 of Earned Income in 2010
· Between $476,000 and $4 Million in Unearned Income
· Between $8 and $39 Million in Assets



Cornilles and his wife live comfortable lives. Even though he only made $42,000 from Game Face in 2010, Cornilles made at least ten times that amount from his investments. 

Wife Laughed When Audience Member Called Cornilles a Millionaire

At an October 2011 forum, Cornilles said, “by the way, biggest laugh in the hall so far tonight was from my wife when you called me a millionaire.” [Jewish Federation Candidate Forum, Part 2, 1:38, 10/10/11]
2011 United States House of Representative Financial Disclosure Statement

Earned $42,000 of Income from Game Face, Inc.

In 2010, Cornilles earned $42,000 from Game Face Inc. 

The following table illustrates Cornilles’ earned income:

	Source of Income
	2011 Income 1/01/11-8/15/11
	2010 Amount of Income
	Type of Income

	Game Face Inc.
	$48,750
	$42,000
	Salary

	Au Family LLC 17%
	N/A
	N/A
	Spouse Partnership Income

	TOTAL
	$48,750
	$42,000
	


[Cornilles Personal Financial Disclosure, US House, 2011]

At Least $8,782,047 in Assets

As of 2010, Cornilles held stocks and other investments valued between $8,782,047 and $39,011,000. Cornilles’ investments earned between $476,942 and $4,184,100 in 2010.

The following table illustrates Cornilles’ Assets and Unearned Income:


	Asset / Source of Income
	Value of Asset
	2011 Income 1/01/11-8/15/11
	2010 Amount

of Income
	Type of Income
	Ownership

	Game Face, Inc. Training, Consulting
	$50,001-$100,000
	---
	---
	S-Corp Income
	---

	Chase Bank Accounts
	$15,001-$50,000
	---
	$1-$200
	Interest
	Joint

	Edward Jones Brokerage Money Market
	$15,001-$50,000
	None
	$1-$200
	Interest
	Joint

	Thornburg Invt
	$15,001-$50,000
	None
	$1-$200
	Dividends
	Dependent Child

	Legg Mason Value Trust
	$1,001-$15,000
	None
	$201-$1,000
	Dividends
	Dependent Child

	Pearl Mutual Fund
	$1,001-$15,000
	None
	None
	None
	Dependent Child

	Capital World Grw +Inc.
	$15,001-$50,000
	$201-$1,000
	$201-$1,000
	Dividends
	---

	Europacific Growth
	$1,001-$15,000
	$1-$200
	$1-$200
	Dividends
	---

	Fundamental Investors
	$15,001-$50,000
	$1-$200
	$1-$200
	Dividends
	---

	Growth Fund of America
	$1,001-$15,000
	$1-$200
	$1-$200
	Dividends
	---

	New World Fund- bought 2/11
	None
	None
	None
	None
	---

	American Balanced- bought 2/11
	None
	$1-$200
	None
	Dividends
	---

	Europacific Growth- bought 5/11
	None
	None
	None
	None
	Spouse

	American Balanced- bought 2/11
	None
	$1-$200
	None
	Dividends
	Spouse

	Home Depot
	$1-$1,000
	$1-$200
	$1-$200
	Dividends
	---

	Pfizer
	$1-$1,000
	$1-$200
	$1-$200
	Dividends
	---

	Legg Mason Clearbridge Aggr.
	$1-$1,000
	$1-$200
	$1-200
	Dividends
	---

	Leg Mason Clearbridige
	$1-$1,000
	$1-$200
	$1-$200
	Dividends
	---

	Fundamental All Cap Value
	$1-$1,000
	$1-$200
	$1-$200
	Dividends
	---

	Cisco
	$1-$1,000
	$1-$200
	$1-$200
	Dividends
	---

	Citibank NA- Sold 2/11
	$1,001-$15,000
	None
	$1-$200
	Dividends
	Spouse

	Amgen- Sold 2/11
	$1,001-$15,000
	None
	$1-$200
	Dividends
	Spouse

	Cisco- Sold 2/11
	$1,001-$15,000
	None
	$1-$200
	Dividends
	Spouse

	Microsoft- Sold 2/11
	$1,001-$15,000
	None
	$1-$200
	Dividends
	Spouse

	Nokia- Sold 2/11
	$1,001-$15,000
	None
	$1-$200
	Dividends
	Spouse

	Safeway- Sold 2/11
	$1,001-$15,000
	None
	$1-$200
	Dividends
	Spouse

	Legg Mason Clearbridge- Sold 2/11
	$1,001-$15,000
	None
	$1-$200
	Dividends
	Spouse

	Fundamental All Cap Value- Sold 2/11
	$1,001-$15,000
	None
	$1-$200
	Dividends
	Spouse

	Tiggard Street LLC
	$1,000,001-$5,000,000
	$50,001-$100,000
	$100,001-$1,000,000
	Rent
	Spouse

	Columbia/80 LLC
	$500,001-$1,000,000
	$15,001-$50,000
	$50,001-$100,000
	Rent
	Spouse

	Merlo Station LLC
	$1,000,001-$5,000,000
	$100,001-$1,000,000
	$100,001-$1,000,000
	Rent
	Spouse

	Custer Property LLC
	$250,001-$500,000
	$15,001-$50,000
	$15,001-$50,000
	Rent
	Spouse

	Skyport Properties LLC
	$5,000,001-$25,000,000
	$100,001-$1,000,000
	$100,001-$1,000,000
	Rent
	Spouse

	Hazelwood Group LLC
	$500,001-$1,000,000
	$100,001-$1,000,000
	$100,001-$1,000,000
	---
	Spouse

	Schwab Cash Reserves
	$15,001-$50,000
	None
	$1-$200
	Dividends
	Spouse

	Atlantic Power Corp
	$1,001-$15,000
	$201-$1,000
	$1,001-$2,500
	Dividends
	Spouse

	Seabridge
	$15,001-$50,000
	None
	None
	None
	Spouse

	The Southern Co.
	$50,001-$100,000
	$1,001-$2,500
	$1,001-$2,500
	Dividends
	Spouse

	Janus High Yield
	$50,001-$100,000
	$2,501-$5,000
	$2,501-$5,000
	Dividends
	Spouse

	Pimco Total Return
	$50,001-$100,000
	$201-$1,000
	$1,001-$2,500
	Dividends
	Spouse

	Matthews India Fund
	$1,001-$15,000
	None
	$1-$200
	Dividends
	Spouse

	Enterprise PRD
	$50,001-$100,000
	$2,501-$5,000
	$2,501-$5,000
	Dividends
	Spouse

	IShare S+P
	$15,001-$50,000
	$1,001-$2,500
	$1,001-$2,500
	Dividends
	Spouse

	IShare TR Barclays
	$50,001-$100,000
	$1,001-$2,500
	$201-$1,000
	Dividends
	Spouse

	Ishares Trust
	$50,001-$100,000
	$2,501-$5,000
	$2,501-$5,000
	Dividends
	Spouse

	Boeing Co
	$1,001-$15,000
	$201-$1,000
	$201-$1,000
	Dividends
	Spouse

	Exelon Co
	$1,001-$15,000
	$201-$1,000
	$201-$1,000
	Dividends
	Spouse

	Intel
	$1,001-$15,000
	$201-$1,000
	$201-$1,000
	Dividends
	Spouse

	Sirius XM Radio
	$15,001-$50,000
	None
	$1-$200
	Dividends
	Spouse

	Teva Pharmaceutical
	$15,001-$50,000
	None
	None
	None
	Spouse

	Verizon Communications
	$15,001-$50,000
	$201-$1,000
	$201-$1,000
	Dividends
	Spouse

	Total
	$8,782,047 -$39,011,000
	$391,930-$3,231,700
	$476,942- $4,184,100
	
	


[Cornilles Personal Financial Disclosure, US House, 2011]

Liabilities 

In 2010 Cornilles had the following liabilities:

	Creditor
	Date Liability Incurred
	Type of Liability
	Amount
	Ownership

	National Mortgage
	4/98
	Mortgage on Tigard St, Merlo, Custer, Columbia, Skyport
	$5,000,001-$25,000,000
	Spouse

	Wells Fargo
	4/07
	Mortgage on Tigard St, Skyport
	$100,001-$250,000
	Spouse

	US Bank
	12/01
	Business Loan
	$100,001-$250,000
	

	US Bank
	10/08
	Line of Credit
	$10,001-$15,000
	Joint Trust

	Oregon State Housing
	4/97
	Mortgage on Hazelwood Group
	$1,000,001-$5,000,000
	Spouse

	PDC
	9/98
	Mortgage on Hazelwood Group
	$50,001-$100,000
	Spouse

	US Bank, Capital Improvements
	8/07
	Hazelwood Group
	$15,001-$50,000
	Spouse

	Total
	
	
	$6,275,007-$30,665,000
	


[Cornilles Personal Financial Disclosure, US House, 2011]

Served as Board Member of Two Organizations 

In 2011, Cornilles served on the Boards of a number of organizations including Umpqua Bank Regional Division and the Virginia Garcia Memorial Foundation.

The following table illustrates Cornilles’ positions for 2011:

	Position
	Organization

	Board of Directors
	Oregon League of Minority Voters

	Board of Directors
	Virginia Garcia Memorial Foundation

	Board of Directors
	Special Olympics of Oregon

	Board of Directors
	Japan America Society of Oregon Business Committee

	Board of Directors
	Umpqua Bank Regional Division

	Board of Directors
	National Advisory Board, Positive Coaching Alliance


[Cornilles Personal Financial Disclosure, US House, 2011]

2010 United States House of Representative Financial Disclosure Statement

$85,750 of Earned Income

In 2009, Cornilles earned $85,750 from Game Face, Inc. 
The following table illustrates Cornilles’ earned income for 2010:

	Source of Income
	2010 Income 1/01/10-4/30/10
	2009 Amount of Income
	Type of Income

	Game Face Inc.
	$17,000
	$85,750
	Salary

	TOTAL
	$17,000
	$85,750
	


[Cornilles Personal Financial Disclosure, US House, 2010]

At Least $8,673,051 in Assets

As of 2009, Cornilles held stocks and other investments valued between $8,673,051 and $38,895,000. Cornilles’ investments earned between $454,332 and $4,115,700 in 2009.

The following table illustrates Cornilles’ Assets and Unearned Income:


	Asset / Source of Income
	Value of Asset
	2010 Income 1/01/10-4/30/10
	2009 Amount

of Income
	Type of Income
	Ownership

	GameFace Training, Consulting
	$50,001-$100,000
	---
	---
	S-Corp Income
	---

	Chase Bank Accts.
	$1,001-$15,000
	None
	$1-$200
	Interest
	Joint

	Edward Jones Brokerage Account Cash/Money Market/CD
	$15,001-$50,000
	$1-$200
	$1-$200
	Dividends and Interest
	Joint

	UBS Brokerage Acct Thornburg Value Fund
	$15,001-$50,000
	None
	$1-$200
	Interests and Dividends
	Dependent Child

	Chase Bank Acct
	$1,001-$15,000
	None
	$1-$200
	Interests
	Dependent Child

	Edward Jones Thornburg Invt. TR.
	$15,001-$50,000
	$1-$200
	$1-$200
	Dividends 
	Dependent Child

	Pearl Mutual Fund
	$1,001-$15,000
	None
	None
	None
	Dependent Child

	Wedbush Morgan Legg Mason Value Trust
	$1,001-$15,000
	None
	$1-$200
	Dividends
	Dependent Child

	Citi Bank NA Bank Deposit, Money MKT
	$1,001-$15,000
	None
	$1-$200
	Interest
	Spouse

	Amgen
	$1,001-$15,000
	None
	$1-$200
	Dividends
	Spouse

	Cisco
	$1,001-$15,000
	----
	---
	Dividends
	Spouse

	Microsoft
	$1,001-$15,000
	None
	$1-$200
	Dividends
	Spouse

	Nokia
	$1,001-$15,000
	None
	$1-$200
	Dividends
	Spouse

	Safeway
	$1,001-$15,000
	$1-$200
	$1-$200
	Dividends
	Spouse

	Legg Mason Clearbridge
	$1,001-$15,000
	None
	1-$200
	Dividends
	Spouse

	Chase Bank Acct.
	$1,001-$15,000
	None
	None
	None
	Dependent Child

	Chase Bank Acct.
	$1,001-$15,000
	None
	None
	None
	Dependent Child

	Citibank NA Bank Deposit, Money MKT.
	$1,001-$15,000
	None
	$1-$200
	Dividends
	---

	Cisco
	$1,001-$15,000
	None
	$1-$200
	Dividends
	---

	Intel
	$1,001-$15,000
	$201-$1,000
	$1-$200
	Dividends
	---

	Microsoft
	$1,001-$15,000
	None
	$1-$200
	Dividends
	---

	Citi Bank
	$1,001-$15,000
	None
	None
	None
	---

	Cisco
	$1,001-$15,000
	None
	None
	None
	---

	Home Depot
	$1,001-$15,000
	None
	$1-$200
	Dividends
	---

	Pfizer
	$1,001-$15,000
	None
	$1-$200
	Dividends
	---

	Legg Mason Clear BR
	$1,001-$15,000
	None
	None
	None
	---

	G Fiduciary GPortfolio 1
	$15,001-$50,000
	None
	None
	None
	---

	Family Partnership, 17%
	---
	---
	---
	---
	Spouse

	Tiggard Street LLC

2345 N Ross Tigard, OR
	$1,000,001-$5,000,000
	$50,001-$100,000
	$100,001-$1,000,000
	Rent
	---

	Columbia/80 LLC

5913 NE 80th Portland, OR
	$500,001-$1,000,000
	$15,001-$50,000
	$50,001-$100,000
	Rent
	---

	Merlo Station LLC Portland
	$1,000,001-$5,000,000
	$100,001-$1,000,000
	$100,001-$1,000,000
	Rent
	---

	Custer Property

1341 Custer Rd, Portland, OR
	$500,001-$1,000,000
	$5,001-$15,000
	$100,001-$1,000,000
	Rent
	---

	Skyport Properties LLC

5810 Skyport Way, Portland, OR
	$5,000,0001-$25,000,000
	$100,001-$1,000,000
	$100,001-$1,000,000
	Rent
	---

	Schwab Cash Reserves
	$250,001-$500,000
	$1-$200
	$1-$200
	Dividends
	---

	Atlantic Power
	$1,001-$15,000
	$1-$200
	$201-$1,000
	Dividends
	---

	Hopewell HLDGS 
	$1,001-$15,000
	None
	$1-$200
	Dividends
	---

	Petrobrat Energy 
	$1,001-$15,000
	$201-$1,000
	$201-$1,000
	Dividends
	---

	Seabridge Gold 
	$15,001-$50,000
	$1-$200
	$201-$1,000
	Dividends
	---

	Toshiba Corp 
	$1,001-$15,000
	None
	None
	None
	---

	PIMCO Total Returns
	$50,001-$100,000
	$1-$200
	$201-$1,000
	Dividends
	---

	Matthews India Fund
	$1,001-$15,000
	None
	None
	None
	---

	IShares Trust
	$50,001-$100,000
	$201-$1,000
	$2,501-$5,000
	Dividends
	---

	The Southern Co.
	$50,001-$100,000
	$201-$1,000
	None
	Dividends
	---

	Janus High Yield
	$50,001-$100,000
	$201-$1,000
	None
	Dividends
	---

	Enterprise Prd
	$50,001-$100,000
	None
	None
	None
	---

	Ishares S+P
	$15,001-$50,000
	None
	None
	None
	---

	Costco WHSL Corp
	$1,001-$15,000
	$1-$200
	$1-$200
	Dividends
	---

	Jetblue Airways 
	$1,001-$15,000
	None
	None
	None
	---

	Proshares Ultra Short
	$1,001-$15,000
	None
	None
	None
	---

	Sirius XM Radio
	$1,001-$15,000
	None
	None
	None
	---

	Pioneer High Income
	$1,001-$15,000
	$1-$200
	$1,001-$2,500
	Dividends
	---

	Proshares TR
	$1,001-$15,000
	None
	None
	None
	---

	TOTAL
	$8,673,051-$38,895,000
	$271,019-$2,171,800
	$454,332-$4,115,700
	
	


[Cornilles Personal Financial Disclosure, US House, 2010]

Liabilities 

In 2009 Cornilles had the following liabilities:

	Creditor
	Type of Liability
	Amount
	Ownership

	Family Partnership 17%
	---
	---
	Spouse

	National Mortgage
	Mortgage on Tigard St, Skyport, Columbia, Merlo, Custer
	$5,000,001-$25,000,000
	---

	Wells Fargo
	Mortgage on Tigard St, Skyport
	$1,000,001-$5,000,000
	---

	Total
	
	$6,000,002-$30,000,000
	


[Cornilles Personal Financial Disclosure, US House, 2010]

Served as Board Member of Two Organizations 

In 2010, Cornilles served as Board Member of the Private Coaching Alliance National Advisory Board.

The following table illustrates Cornilles’ positions for 2010:

	Position
	Organization

	Board Member
	Private Coaching Alliance National Advisory Board


[Cornilles Personal Financial Disclosure, US House, 2010]

2009 United States House of Representative Financial Disclosure Statement

$87,200 of Earned Income

In 2008 Cornilles earned $87,200 from Game Face, Inc. 
The following table illustrates Cornilles’ earned income for 2008:

	Source of Income
	2008 Amount of

Income
	2009 Income

1/01/09-7/31/09
	Type of Income

	Game Face Inc.
	$87,200
	$75,000
	Salary

	Game Face Inc.
	N/A
	N/A
	Spouse Salary

	TOTAL
	$87,200
	$75,000
	


[Cornilles Personal Financial Disclosure, US House, 2009]

At Least $9,405,053 in Assets

As of 2008, Cornilles held stocks and other investments valued between $9,405,053 and $43,476,000. Cornilles’ investments earned between $477,936 and $4,185,200 in 2008.

The following table illustrates Cornilles’ Assets and Unearned Income:


	Asset / Source of Income
	Value of Asset
	2009 Income

1/01/09-7/31/09
	2008 Amount of

Income
	Type of Income
	Ownership

	GameFace, Training
	$50,001-$100,000
	
	
	S-Corp Income
	

	Chase Bank Accounts
	$15,001-$50,000
	$1-$200
	$1-$200
	Interest
	Joint

	Edward Jones Brokerage Account Cash/Money Market/CD
	$50,001-$100,000
	$1-$200
	$2,501-$5,000
	Dividends and Interest
	Joint

	UBS Brokerage Acct Thornburg Value Fund
	$15,001-$50,000
	$1-$200
	$201-$1,000
	Interests and Dividends
	Dependent Child

	Pearl Mutual Fund
	$1,001-$15,000
	None
	$1-$200
	Dividends
	Dependent Child

	WED Bush Morgan Legg Mason Value Trust
	$1,001-$15,000
	None
	$201-$1,000
	Dividends and Capital Gains
	Dependent Child

	Citibank NA- Bank Deposit, Money Market
	$1,001-$15,000
	None
	$1-$200
	Interest
	Spouse

	AMGEN
	$1,001-$15,000
	None
	$201-$1,000
	Dividends
	Spouse

	CISCO
	$1,001-$15,000
	None
	$1-$200
	Dividends
	Spouse

	Microsoft
	$1,001-$15,000
	$1-$200
	$1-$200
	Dividends
	Spouse

	Nokia
	$1,001-$15,000
	$1-$200
	$1-$200
	Dividends
	Spouse

	Safeway
	$1,001-$15,000
	$1-$200
	$1-$200
	Dividends
	Spouse

	Legg Mason Partners
	$1,001-$15,000
	None
	$201-$1,000
	Dividends
	Spouse

	Citibank NA- Bank Deposit, Money Market
	$1,001-$15,000
	None
	$1-$200
	Interest
	---

	CISCO
	$1,001-$15,000
	None
	$1-$200
	Dividends
	---

	Intel
	$1,001-$15,000
	$1-$200
	$1-$200
	Dividends
	---

	Microsoft
	$1,001-$15,000
	$1-$200
	$1-$200
	Dividends
	---

	Citibank NA- Bank Deposit, Money Market
	$1,001-$15,000
	None
	$1-$200
	Interest
	---

	Home Depot
	$1,001-$15,000
	$1-$200
	$1-$200
	Dividends
	---

	Pfizer
	$1,001-$15,000
	$1-$200
	$1-$200
	Dividends
	---

	Legg Mason Partners
	$1,001-$15,000
	None
	$1-$200
	Dividends
	---

	G Fiduciary G Portfolio 1- Trustee Directed
	$15,001-$50,000
	None
	---
	None
	---

	Family Partnership 17% Interest
	---
	---
	---
	---
	Spouse

	Tiggard Street LLC

Tigard, OR 2345 N Ross
	$1,000,001-$5,000,000
	$100,001-$1,000,000
	$100.001-$1,000,000
	Rent
	Spouse

	Columbia/80 LLC

5913 NE 8th Portland, OR
	$500,001-$1,000,000
	$15,001-$50,000
	$50,001-$100,000
	Rent
	Spouse

	Nerlo Station LLC Portland, OR 9501 SW Tualatin RD
	$1,000,001-$5,000,000
	$100,001-$1,000,000
	$100.001-$1,000,000
	Rent
	Spouse

	Custer Property, LLC

Portland, OR 1341 Custer Dr.
	$500,001-$1,000,000
	$15,001-$50,000
	$15,001-$50,000
	Rent
	Spouse

	Skyport Properties LLC

Portland, OR 5810 Skyport Way
	$5,000,0001-$25,000,000
	$100,001-$1,000,000
	$100.001-$1,000,000
	Rent
	Spouse

	Hazelwood Group LLC

Portland, OR 11939 NE Davis
	$1,000,001-$5,000,000
	$101,000-$1,000,000
	$100.001-$1,000,000
	Rent
	Spouse

	Schwab Cash Reserves
	$101,000-$250,000
	$201-$1,000
	$1,001-$2,500
	Interest
	

	Schwab Value Advantage
	$50,001-$100,000
	None
	None
	None
	

	Atlantic Power Corp
	$15,001-$50,000
	$1-$200
	$201-$1,000
	Dividends
	

	Babcok + Brown INF ORDF
	$15,001-$50,000
	None
	None
	None
	

	Hopewell HLDGS SPOW ADRF
	$15,001-$50,000
	None
	None
	None
	

	Petrobrat Energy ADR
	$15,001-$50,000
	None
	None
	None
	

	Seabridge Gold INC
	$1,001-$15,000
	$2,501-$5,000
	$2,501-$5,000
	Dividends
	

	Toshiba Corp LTD ORD
	$1,001-15,000
	None
	None
	None
	

	Matthews India Fund
	$1,001-15,000
	None
	None
	Interest
	

	US Shipping Partners
	$15,001-$50,000
	None
	None
	None
	

	Federated Capital Reserves
	$1,001-$15,000
	$1-$200
	$201-$1,000
	Interest
	

	HSBC USA Inc
	$1,001-$15,000
	None
	None
	None
	

	Advantage Energy Income
	$1,001-$15,000
	None
	None
	None
	

	Arch Coal Inc
	$1,001-$15,000
	None
	None
	None
	

	Arctic Glacier Income
	$1-$1,000
	None
	None
	None
	

	Bank of New York Mellon
	$1,001-$15,000
	None
	None
	None
	

	Costco Whsl Corp
	$1,001-$15,000
	None
	None
	None
	

	Ebay Inc.
	$1,001-$15,000
	None
	None
	None
	

	General Electric
	$1,001-$15,000
	None
	$201-$1,000
	Dividends
	

	Jetblue Airways Corp
	$1,001-$15,000
	None
	None
	None
	

	Sirius XM Radio Inc
	$1,001-$15,000
	None
	None
	None
	

	Centerplate Inc Income
	$1,001-$15,000
	$1,001-$2,500
	$2,501-$5,000
	Dividends
	

	Alpine Total Dynamic Divid.
	$1,001-$15,000
	$1,001-$2,500
	$1,001-$2,500
	Dividends
	

	Madison Claymape Covered
	$1,001-$15,000
	$201-$1,000
	$1,001-$2,500
	Dividends
	

	Pioneer High Income
	$1,001-$15,000
	$201-$1,000
	$1,001-$2,500
	Dividends
	

	Exchange Traded Products Proshares Ultra Basic
	$1,001-$15,000
	$1-$200
	$1-$200
	Dividends
	

	TOTAL
	$9,405,053-$43,476,000
	$435,125-$4,115,600
	$477,936-$4,185,200
	
	


[Cornilles Personal Financial Disclosure, US House, 2009]

Liabilities 

In 2008 Cornilles had the following liabilities:

	Creditor
	Type of Liability
	Amount
	Ownership

	US Bank
	Mortgage on Skyport Property, Portland Oregon
	$1,000,001-$5,000,000
	Spouse

	National Mortgage
	Mortgage on Tigard St, Skyport, Columbia, Merlo, Custer
	$1,000,001-$5,000,000
	---

	Wells Fargo
	Mortgage on Tigard St, Skyport Properties
	$1,000,001-$5,000,000
	---

	Total
	
	$3,000,003-$15,000,000
	


[Cornilles Personal Financial Disclosure, US House, 2009]

Served as Board Member of Two Organizations 

The following table illustrates Cornilles’ positions for 2009:

	Position
	Organization

	Board Member
	Private Coaching Alliance National Advisory Board

	Fundraising Member
	Seven Skills LLC Dissolved in 2009 No Income in 2008, 20089


[Cornilles Personal Financial Disclosure, US House, 2009]

Owns Properties with Wife that Generate Between $465,000 to $4.15 million in Rent Annually

Listed on his 2009 PFD are five properties that generate between $465,000 and $4.15 million in rent annually. They appear be a part of a “Family Partnership” in which his wife as a 17 percent interest. Cornilles lists the mortgages for three of the properties as part of his liabilities. [PFD 2009]   


Wife Independently Wealthy through Family partnership worth Millions

According to Cornilles’ financial disclosure filed in 2009, his wife, Allison, appeared to be quite wealthy. She listed assets, mostly commercial property, worth “at least $9 million.” However, Cornilles told the Oregonian that that as a minority owner of the assets, she can’t liquidate them, even if she wanted to. 

“This campaign is going to be based solely on the contributions that we receive,” Cornilles said.

In addition, FEC regulations limited the ability of a spouse to personally transfer money to a candidate for the purpose of a campaign, and contributions were limited to normal limits. [Oregonian, 10/09/09] 
Personal Business – Game Face

	Significant Findings

· President and Founder of Game Face, Inc.

· Game Face Marketing Hit With $83,000 Tax Lien

· Claimed to Have 60 Employees…Really had 5 

· Paid $9,000 to Former Students After they Reported Cornilles to the State Bureau of Labor... Previously Boasted About Utilized “Non-Employees”
· Game Face Marketing was Administratively Dissolved Twice




Cornilles has invited people to examine his business saying “I welcome that scrutiny” but in 2007 the IRS filed an $83,000 tax lien against Game Face. In 2003, Cornilles paid $9,000 to three students of his “Executive Academy” after they filed grievances with the state Wage Commission. He has repeatedly claimed to have created 500 jobs but later admitted his company employed only five people. Finally, Game Face has been administratively dissolved by the State of Oregon multiple times.
Willamette Week: Platform of Running as “Job Creator” Called “a Stretch” 

In 2012, the Willamette Week endorsed Bonamici and said that Cornilles’ platform as a “job creator” was a “a stretch.” The paper wrote “Cornilles has no political experience and a thin record of community service. He’s running, then, on his record as a “job creator.” That’s a stretch.” [Editorial, Willamette Week, 1/11/12]
Willamette Week: Business that he Staked Campaign Credentials on was in Decline 

In 2012, the Willamette Week endorsed Bonamici and reported that his business that he staked his campaign on was in decline. “Game Face is a company in decline, having reached its peak size of 22 employees nearly a decade ago. Today the company has no office and employs only four people other than Cornilles and his wife, Allison. If starting and running a struggling small business were all it took to serve in Congress, Oregon would have tens of thousands of candidates ready to go to Washington.” [Editorial, Willamette Week, 1/11/12]
Lost Endorsement of Daily Astorian – Paper Found Aspects of Business Background “Troubling”
In 2012, Cornilles did not get the endorsement of the Daily Astorian, in part because they found aspects of his business background “troubling.” The editorial read “Reports in The Oregonian and Willamette Week have added perspective to Cornilles’ claims about his company’s workforce. The firm once employed 20; now it employs four. The IRS levied a federal tax lien of $83,284 against Game Face for not paying payroll withholding taxes for nine months… Aspects of Cornilles business background are troubling. Not paying federal payroll taxes for nine months is a blinking red light.” [Editorial, Daily Astorian, 1/10/12] 

Said He Did Executive Search Work That Gave Him Insight into How Jobs Were Created 

In 2011, Cornilles said he would be a job creator because he visited different workplaces and that his firm has done training and executive search work that gives him a good insight into how jobs are created. He also says he’s presented several ideas for simplifying the tax code and reducing the budget deficit that he says will help create jobs. [Oregonian, 12/8/11]
Had Four Full-Time and Two Part-Time Employees Working Out of Their Homes 

In 2011 the Oregonian reported that Cornilles owned a sports marketing company that had four full-time and two part-time employees working out of their own homes. [Oregonian, 12/8/11] 

Admitted that He Had Employees Working from Home – Shuttered Office 

In 2012, Cornilles said “So we’ve always been very methodic about when we hire, we’ve always tried to do it very responsibly and sometimes we’ve hired very quickly and sometimes we’ve had to recognize that because of circumstances you have to make changes in the way a business operates. About 3 ½ years ago we decided to move out of an office space in Tualatin that was about 6,800 square feet and change the way that we deliver services to our clients and put our employees in home base offices all around the region here. That’s how our business has been operating for the last 3 ½ years.” [ELGL Meeting, 4:05, 1/5/12]

Claimed He Taught Best Business Practices 

In 2012, Cornilles said “Gameface doesn’t just service clients…primarily our business is the sports world…we give them best business practices so that they can run a very successful enterprise, take care of their fans so they have a great reputation.” [ELGL Meeting, 11:00, 1/5/12]
Customer Relations Specialist for Sports, Manufacturers and Retailers 

In 2011, Cornilles was described as a “customer relations specialist for various professional sports franchises, including manufacturers, retailers and professional services.” He touted his business and job creation credentials.  [News Yamhill County, 12/13/11]

Said He Created 60 Jobs, But Never Had More than 20 Employees 

In 2011, it was reported that Cornilles’s said he “created 60 jobs,” but he never had more than 22 employees at any given time and had only four full-time employees and two part-timers. [The Fix, Washington Post, 12/14/11]

Came Under Scrutiny for Lien and Failing to Pay Employees for Telemarketing Work 

In 2011, it was reported that Cornilles’s business came under scrutiny over a 2007 tax lien for unpaid taxes and employee claims that they weren’t paid for telemarketing work. [The Fix, Washington Post, 12/14/11]
Headline: Rob Cornilles’ pursuit of tax breaks and his shrinking company challenge his campaign image as a “Job Creator”

In 2011, the Willamette Week reported that Cornilles’ claim that he was one of the nation’s top sports marketing firms puzzled some sports veterans. “I don’t know what that means,” says Steve Patterson, former Blazers president and now chief operating officer for Arizona State University’s athletic department. He went on to say “I don’t even know how you evaluate that claim.” [Willamette Week, 12/14/11]
Said He Understood What it Took to Create Jobs Because of Training Experience 
In 2011, Cornilles said he understood what it took to create jobs because of his experience training people. “There are not enough people in Washington who have created jobs,” said Cornilles, who adds that he understands what it takes to expand employment because of his experience helping place and train people in the front offices of sports teams. [Oregonian, 12/12/11]

Claimed His Business Recruited Personnel for Sports Teams, Advised and Trained on Ticket Sales

In 2011, Cornilles touted that his business trained people to become sports franchise employees, recruited front-office personnel for sports teams, and advised and trained teams on how to sell more tickets.  [Willamette Week, 12/14/11]

News Reports Shrunk Business Claims Down To Size Due To His Lack Of Employees, Problems With Regulators And Tax Lien
In 2011, the Willamette Week reported news reports shrunk his business claims down to size due to his lack of employees, problems with regulators and tax lien. “Rob Cornilles hasn’t seen his campaign message that he’s a “job creator” go quite like he’d hoped. Cornilles is the Republican nominee in the Jan. 31 special election to replace former U.S. Rep. David Wu. He’s running by talking up his credentials on the No. 1 issue voters want to hear about: creating Oregon jobs. His proof has been the success of his sports marketing company, Game Face, which his campaign claims is ‘one of the most influential consulting and executive training firms in the sports industry—worldwide.’ But news reports have since shrunk those claims down to size, citing problems with regulators, tax liens and the fact his company is a ghost of its former self.” [Willamette Week, 12/14/11]

Tried To Register Business At A PO Box Illegally - Then Put Down A Physical Address That His Company Vacated In 2008
In 2011, Cornilles tried to register his business at a PO Box, which was illegal, so he put down a physical address that his company vacated in 2008. Cornilles tried to fix his business registration, which showed his company to be inactive. He tried to re-register Game Face using a post-office box for the company’s address – and was required by law to provide a physical location – Cornilles listed 19125 SW 125th Court, Tualatin, as Game Face’s address. Cornilles, however, vacated a 6,800-square-foot office at that location in 2008 to save money. “I can see how that would be confusing to people,” he said, “There’s nothing fishy about it.” [Willamette Week, 12/14/11]

Reportedly Allowed Federal Trademark to Lapse – No Longer Owned Brand 

The Willamette Week reported in 2010, records showed Cornilles allowed the federal trademark on the name “Game Face” to lapse, which meant he no longer owned the right to the brand he’d spent 15 years building. [Willamette Week, 12/14/11]

Note: research

Said His Business Declined Due to Recession and Campaigning for Congress 

In 2011, Cornilles told the Willamette Week that his business had declined in recent years due to the recession and his campaigning for Congress. Cornilles said Game Face was highly dependent on his presence and that he’s taken a pay cut. “I sacrificed income for the benefit of my employees,” he said. [Willamette Week, 12/14/11]
Couldn’t substantiate claim that he had been in more front offices than “any person in sports”

In 2011, the Willamette Week reported that Cornilles couldn’t substantiate his claim that he had been in more front offices than “any person in sports.” “Admittedly, you’d have to take my word for it,” Cornilles said. [Willamette Week, 12/14/11]
Previously Said He Trained 25,000 Executives Then Changed Number to 30,000

Cornilles claimed he trained 30,000 executives – but previously said on his LinkedIn page that the number was 25,000. “The increase isn’t because I did 5,000 in the past year,” Cornilles says. “It’s because I did the numbers more carefully.” 

“That’s a massive number,” says Syracuse University sports marketing Prof. Rick Burton, who co-authored an academic paper with Cornilles 15 years ago. “There’s just no way to know whether it’s accurate or not.” [Willamette Week, 12/14/11]

Former Employees Said Cornilles Received Inappropriate Massages From A Female Assistant
In 2011, former employees said Cornilles received inappropriate massages from a female assistant. They said they didn’t always like the atmosphere around the company. A former employee said of the messages - “I really thought it was inappropriate for a business setting,” one former employee says. “This never happened,” Cornilles says. “In our 16 years, there have been no complaints, formal or informal, regarding inappropriate behavior on my part. The woman who had worked as his assistant did not respond to requests for an interview. [Oregonian, 12/12/11]

Former Employee Said Cornilles was Triple-Dipping on Trainees 

In 2011, Joey Kink, a former employee who helped run the academy said Cornilles was triple-dipping and collecting fees from trainees, earning commissions from their sales and getting paid when they were placed in jobs. Joey Kink, a former employee who helped run the academy, said the program was designed so Game Face would pick up fees from trainees, earn commissions from ticket sales made by its trainees and then receive a placement fee from employers that hired a trainee.  “So we were triple-dipping at that one particular point in time,” Kink says. Cornilles claimed the approach worked well for everyone. [Oregonian, 12/12/11]

Forced Unpaid Trainees to Spend at Least 11 Weeks Trying to Sell Tickets Over the Phone

In 2003, Cornilles “ran afoul of the Oregon Bureau of Labor and Industries” for forcing unpaid trainees to spend at least 11 weeks trying to sell tickets over the phone. The state questioned the legality of Game Face’s business model after three former trainees filed complaints in 2003 requesting back wages. “Basically, we were paying to work,” says Catherine Turallo, one of the complainants who paid $1,395 to attend the academy. They got a few tips on their selling techniques, but essentially worked the phones all day long, she said. [Oregonian, 12/12/11]

Cornilles Didn’t Think He Did Anything Wrong Despite Paying Out Over $9,000 in Back Wages 

In 2011, Christine Hammond, administrator of the bureau’s Wage and Hour Division, said state and federal law made it clear that companies could not use unpaid interns or trainees primarily to generate revenue. “There was an awful lot of telemarketing going on and there was not a lot of training going on,” says Hammond. Game Face agreed to pay just over $9,000 in back wages to the trio in a settlement. Cornilles said he didn’t he did anything wrong. [Oregonian, 12/12/11]

For Business Cornilles Would Talk for Eight Hours a Day 

In his business Cornilles would travel and train marketing  and talked for eight hours a day. Tom Leip, who was the first employee Cornilles hired, says that to understand Cornilles, you need to hear him speak. “He can stand in front of a group of people -- and it can be a relatively large group of people -- for eight hours a day for three consecutive days, and people want to hear more,” says Leip, who now runs Edmonton’s professional soccer team. [Oregonian, 12/12/11]

Let Business Registration Lapse for More Than a Year

In December 2011, Cornilles let his business registration with the state lapse for more than a year. He claimed the lack of registration was a simple paperwork error and that Game Face remained a viable company. [Oregonian, 12/12/11]

Business was Down to Four Full-Time Employee – No Office in Oregon – Employees Worked from Home

In December 2011, Cornilles acknowledged that his business was down to four full-time employees and two part-timers. And his company no longer had an office in Oregon “employees now work out of their homes.” [Oregonian, 12/12/11]

Company Never Had More Than 20 to 22 people Employed at any one time Despite 60 Jobs Claim 

In 2011, Cornilles repeatedly said Game Face “created 60 jobs” in Oregon, yet his company never had had more than 20 to 22 people at any one time. “With a marketer’s flair, Cornilles repeatedly talks about how Game Face has “created 60 jobs” in Oregon. That, however, refers to the number of people who have worked at the company at one point or another. Game Face has never had more than 20 to 22 people at any one time.” [Oregonian, 12/12/11]

Claimed His Training Program Placed Hundreds into Jobs in Sports Industry

Cornilles claimed that his training program placed hundreds of beginners in the highly competitive sports industry. [Oregonian, 12/12/11]

Used Sports Marketing Career to Market Self – Described as “Knowing Right Thing to Say”

In 2011, it was reported that Cornilles used his career in sports marketing to market himself. His acquaintances said with his experience training sports executives he developed a stage presence. “Tualatin businessman Rob Cornilles is putting his unusual career in sports marketing to a new purpose: selling himself to voters as the Republican candidate in Oregon’s 1st Congressional District.”

“He’s charismatic, he’s a good talker and always knows the right thing to say,” says Josh Hunt, who once worked for Cornilles. “It fits well with his current endeavors.” [Oregonian, 12/12/11] 

Claimed He Launched 500 Careers

In 2011, it was reported that in a candidate questionnaire, Cornilles called himself a job creator, saying, “I have spent my professional life employing people (60 here in Oregon) and launching the careers of 500 others nationwide by giving them skills they needed to thrive. I launch careers.” [Oregon Independent Party, 2011]
Said Congress Needed People Who Know How to Write a Budget, Like Him 

In 2011, it was reported that in a radio interview, Cornilles said that, “we need people who don’t have agendas coming into office. And we need people who’ve actually met a payroll, like myself. I’ve met a payroll for 193 straight months with almost 60 employees in my business. And I have simple, basic principles that I abide by, and one of those things is you know what I know how to write a budget and stick to it. We haven’t had a budget in Congress for three years. No wonder there’s so much uncertainty out there, because if we’re looking to Washington for leadership, we’re not getting it.” [Oregon Public Radio, Think Out Loud, 3:26, 10/28/11]

Said He Directly Employed 60 Oregonians

In a 2011 candidate guide by The Oregonian, Cornilles referred to himself as a “career-builder,” saying he “directly employed 60 Oregonians” and had been “a driving force behind the placement of more than 500 individuals into full-time jobs around the industry- many of whom had given up hope that they could find work in their chosen field.” [The Oregonian, accessed 10/31/11]

Said His Company Advised and Trained More Than 30,000 People


In a 2011 candidate guide by The Oregonian, it was reported that Cornilles said that his small business “excelled at helping organizations maximize their potential and bring measurable results to customers” and that his business had advised and trained “more than 30,000 people” since their start. [The Oregonian, accessed 10/31/11]

Said He Started “One of the Most Influential Consulting and Executive Training Firms in the Sports Industry – Worldwide” 


In a 2011 candidate guide by The Oregonian, it was reported that Cornilles said the business he started was “one of the most influential consulting and executive training firms in the sports industry- worldwide.” [The Oregonian, accessed 10/31/11]

Cornilles: “You have to Pay to Play” 

In 2011, when talking about the MLS soccer stadium Cornilles said “Our neighbors to the north are proving there’s a demand for this product, especially in this region,” he went on to say “Which only emboldens the league to insist you have to pay to play.” [Oregonian, 3/7/09]

Claimed He Created 500 Jobs 

In 2011, Cornilles said “And over the years Gameface has hired about 60 people, in sixteen years. We don’t have nearly as big a shop as you do. We’ve never been this big all at one time. But we’ve had 60 people go through our doors, and hopefully they all left better than we found them. And we’ve also over the years been able to create 500 jobs, 500 jobs, for people all over the country who wanted to work in our industry.” [Lektro, press conference, 5:57, 10/27/11] 
Was a Former Sporting Goods Company Executive 

In 2011, Politico reported that Cornilles founded a sports marketing company. [Politico, 10/31/11]
Said He Understood How to Maintain A Successful Business with Productive Employees

In 2011, Cornilles said he understood how to maintain a successful business with productive employees.  He wrote, “Having spent my professional life creating jobs and training others in preparation for careers, I understand the rigors of sustaining a successful business with productive employees. While some like to talk about creating jobs, I’ve actually done it. That is why job creation is the centerpiece of my campaign to represent Oregon’s 1st District in Congress.” [Op-ed, Rob Cornilles, Daily Astorian, 10/26/11] 

Wanted to Reduce Regulations That Covered the Treatment of Employees in Workplace

In 2011, Cornilles said he would reduce regulations that cover the treatment of employees in the workplace. It was reported that he said any policies that require legal counsel for compliance are probably overly cumbersome. “The founder of the sports marketing firm GameFace says he wants to reduce regulations that cover the treatment of employees in the workplace. He did not cite specific policies, but said any policies that require legal counsel for compliance are probably overly cumbersome.” [Oregon Public Broadcasting, 10/26/11] 

Defended Self Against Complains About Training Academy, Claimed Thanks To Him Two Of The Three Landed Jobs With Professional Teams

In 2011, Cornilles’ campaign manager said in a fundraising letter that three people that attended Game Face’s ran a training academy filed complaints with Oregon’s Bureau of Labor and Industry. “In 2003, three people who paid to attend the academy complained to Oregon’s Bureau of Labor and Industry that they should have been paid for marketing calls made during training sessions.”

Cornilles’ campaign manager went on to write, “Surprised by the complaint and admitting no wrongdoing, Rob opted to settle with the disgruntled customers…Yet, thanks to Rob’s training and reputation in the industry, two of the three landed jobs with professional teams.” [Rob Cornilles for Congress, 10/20/11]

Had Consulting and Executive Training Firm with 400 Customers in U.S. and Europe; Helped Launch Career of 500

In 2011, Cornilles’ campaign manager said in a fundraising letter that Cornilles’ company “turned his idea into one of the most influential consulting and executive training firms in the sports industry with 400 customers in the U.S. and Europe. Over 16 years, Rob has employed 60 Oregonians at Game Face and helped launch the careers of 500 young men and women in the sports industry.”  [Rob Cornilles for Congress, 10/20/11]

Paid Off Game Face Trainees Who Alleged They Were Made to Work without Pay 

In 2011, it was reported that Cornilles paid about $9,000 to three Game Face trainees who alleged they worked hundreds of hours without pay. “In 2003, as the Forest Grove News-Times first reported, the company settled Bureau of Labor and Industries complaints by three Game Face trainees who alleged they’d worked hundreds of hours without being paid. Cornilles denies wrongdoing, but he paid the three about $9,000 to avoid litigation.” [Editorial, Willamette Weekly, 10/19/11]

Ran as “Job Creator” Despite Only Employing Five People 

In 2011, it was reported that Cornilles ran as a “job creator” despite only employing five people. “Cornilles is back, running as a “job creator.” Although his company, Game Face Marketing, which helps pro and college teams sell sports tickets, has just five employees, Cornilles claims he’s trained or found jobs for hundreds since 1995.” [Editorial, Willamette Weekly, 10/19/11]
Said He Met a Payroll for the Last 193 Months

In his opening statement at the Jewish Federation Candidate Forum Cornilles said, “sixteen years ago we started a company out of our spare bedroom and that companies called Gameface…and that companies been able, for the last 193 months to be able to meet a payroll, something that not all businesses in Oregon are able to do unfortunately.” [Jewish Federation Candidate Forum, Part 1, 10:45, 10/10/11]
Said His Small Business Experience Would Help Him Create Jobs 

In 2011, Cornilles said his small business experience would help him create jobs. “We do that through simplifying the tax code, eliminating loopholes that only mega-corporations get to take advantage of and making sure that our regulations are reasonable and not over the top,” he said. [KATU.com, 10/13/11]

Cornilles said He Knew How to Meet a Payroll, Write a Budget and Stick to a Budget

At a Warrenton Town Hall Cornilles said, “I think we’re going to see a lot of people coming out of the private sector getting elected to Congress this year. People who, like me know how to meet a payroll, who know how to write a budget and stick to a budget. Who know how to make tough sometimes decisions every month, sometimes every day.” [Warrenton Town Hall, 20:04. 8/24/10] 

Cornilles Said He Had a Clean Conscience About His Finances and Business Practices

At a Warrenton Town Hall Cornilles said, “I have a clean conscience about my finances and my business practices. [Warrenton Town Hall, 47:50. 8/24/10] 

Cornilles Said He Knew How to Meet a Payroll and Stick to a Budget in Business

Cornilles said “And so for 162 months we’ve met a payroll and that means that we know how to stick to a budget. We know how to say no when it wouldn’t be prudent.” [KAST2, Radio Interview, 2:30, Posted 9/22/11]

Said as a Business Owner He Knew How to Stick to a Budget

In 2010, Cornilles said, “As a business owner who knows how to stick to a budget. As a business owner who knows when you take risks…you may win, but you may also lose…I have that mentality and background.” [Dorchester Republican Debate, 8:36, 3/6/10] 

Said Knew How to Save and Do More with Less

Cornilles said he could do more with less as a representative. “I want to be your representative ladies and gentlemen because I know how to do more with less, I know how to be prudent, how to save. But when government runs into hard time what do they do? They tax, and if that’s not enough they increase your fees, your regulations and ultimately they force you and your employers to either pack it in or move across the river or worse move overseas.” [Portland Tea Party speech, Part 3, 1:27, 9/7/11]
Game Face Marketing Had $83,000 Tax Lien Released 

On May 2, 2007, Game Face Marketing Inc, Tax ID 911858186 of Tualatin, Oregon had a federal IRS tax lien filed against it for $83,284. The lien was released on August 17, 2007.  [Nexis Public Records]
Cornilles is the President and Founder of Game Face, Inc.

Cornilles is the President and Founder of Game Face, a company that helps sports franchises boost ticket sales and provide a more entertaining experience for fans. His clients have included the Boston Celtics, New York Mets and Denver Broncos. He has also done work locally for the Portland Trail Blazers and the Portland Beavers.  [The Oregonian, 7/15/09]

Attempted to Take Credit for 500 Jobs

Cornilles claimed he advised 25,000 executives and hundreds of sports businesses.  He claimed his innovation had been the driving force behind the successful placement of more than 500 individuals into a full-time job in the industry.  [www.cornillesforcongress.com, accessed 10/13/09]  
Cornilles was President of Game Face Inc.

In 2011, the Portland Tribune reported that Rob Cornilles, the President of Game Face Inc., a sports marketing company, was running against Jim Greenfield, who managed commercial and residential real estate investments. [Portland Tribune, 8/15/11] 

Owned a Business that Cornilles Claimed had 60 Employees and Placed 500 People in Jobs 

In 2011, Cornilles owned a business with his wife that had 60 employees and had placed at least  500 people in jobs. Their company was Game Face, advising sports teams on making themselves a sustainable enterprise. “We’ve largely funded our business out of our back pocket, out of a savings account, and we know some of the fundamental principles that I think we’re lacking in Congress today. We know how to spend responsibly, we know how to hire, we know what it takes to hire, and we also know what it takes to sit on the sidelines when it comes to hiring and what goes through your mind when you try to think if hiring would be the wise thing to do right now,” he said. [Daily Astorian, 9/23/11]
Claimed That He Employed 60 People and Helped 500 People Get Jobs
In 2011, Cornilles claimed that he employed 60 people and helped 500 people get jobs in Oregon. Cornilles said, “Quite frankly, I am a career builder. Not only have I employed nearly 60 people, but our small business has actually helped create more than 500 careers for people around the industry and around the country. And that’s experience that we need today, we don’t need another proven career politician we need a proven career builder.” [Ann Samuelson’s radio show, Part 1, 10:27, Posted 9/23/11]
Said He Had 60 Employees and Helped 500 People Get Jobs 

In 2011, Cornilles said he had had 60 employees over the life of his company and had helped 500 people get jobs across the country. “That’s true just to be clear our 60 employees are all not right now, over the years we’ve had 60 people go through our game face…in addition to hiring for myself, we also encourage, persuade our clients, which are primarily sports franchises and intercollegiate sports programs around the country, we persuade them to hire as well. And we have been able to train people who wanted to work in this industry…but didn’t have the requisite skills to do it. Even after a college education, we train them to do it and we introduce them to our clients and they get jobs, they get careers. We’ve been able to do that for more than 500 people across the country.” [KAST2, Radio Interview, 3:52, Posted 9/22/11]

Sued by, Settled Case with Former Trainees Alleging Unpaid Work

In 2003, Cornilles was sued by three participants of his “Executive Academy,” a training program for recent college grads meant to connect them to jobs in the sports marketing industry.

Documents filed with the Oregon Bureau of Labor and Industries showed that Game Face paid $9,052.07 to three former participants after they made claims that Cornilles’ academy was an “unpaid call center” with a $1,395 entry fee.

“What they don’t tell you is when you show up you go through one week of classwork and you learn the first day that you’re a salesman for him,” said one former participant. “You’re a cold-call telemarketer.”

The same participant said that employees made up to 120 calls a day, trying to sell season ticket packages for the various sports teams that had hired Cornilles.

“He’d go out and contract with these people and say ‘I’ll come in and train your ticket salespeople. Then he gets us to do it for free.”

The agreement, in which the former employees were paid for missing compensation, specifically stated that Game Face was not admitting to any wrongdoing. [Forest Grove News-Times, 10/20/10]

Worked with Dallas Stars on Training and Helping Place New Workers

In 2008, Game Face Inc, co-hosted a sales training seminar for college students and graduates in the Dallas area.  The trainings help people to find jobs in the growing arena of sports sales and management.

“The fact of the matter is we have more jobs that we have to fill for teams than we have qualified candidates for,” Cornilles said. “The industry is definitely growing because there are more teams than ever before.”  [Star Telegram, 4/07/08]
Worked with St. Louis Cardinals on Downsizing Stadium Strategy

In 2006, Cornilles worked with the St. Louis Cardinals on their new stadium which contained fewer seats and therefore required a new marketing strategy for the increased prices on the new seats.  [Associated Press State & Local Wire, 4/09/06]
Has Worked with More than Half the Teams in NHL

In 2005, following the NHL and players agreement, Cornilles said the National Hockey League should look at the coming season as a total re-launch.  He had worked with more than half the league’s teams.  [Baltimore Sun, 7/14/05]

Helped Turn Around L.A. Clippers Sales

Cornilles helped to turn around the L.A. Clippers ticket sales when he came on as a salesperson for the team that had been labeled by Sports Illustrated as “the worst”.  The consulting job was the start of Cornilles’ company Game Face Inc.  [Business Journal, 9/21/01]
Bulls Hired Game Face Marketing in 1999

In 1999, The Bulls hired Game Face Marketing to help with their ticket sales, with Cornilles describing their services as helping teams focus on things they can provide to customers that are “teamproof”.  [Chicago Tribune, 5/05/99]
Consulted in Australia

In 1998, Cornilles was brought in to help the National Baseball League by conducting a conference on ticket sales in Melbourne, Australia.  [Canberra Times, 2/17/98]
BBB Processed One Complaint about Game Face Inc in Previous 36 Months

The Better Business Bureau processed a complaint about Game Face Inc in the past 36 months.  It related to guarantee or warranty issues and was “administratively closed”.  Being “administratively closed” is defined as “BBB determined that despite the company’s reasonable effort to address complaint issues, the consumer remained dissatisfied.”  The company does have a BBB rating of A, but is not an accredited business.  [BBB.Org, accessed 10/13/09]
NOTE: The Better Business Organization website no longer contains information about this complaint.

Failed To Make Federal Payroll Tax Payments For Three Quarters In A Row Resulting In $80,000 Tax Lien 

In 2011, the Willamette Week reported that Game Face failed to make federal payroll tax payments for three quarters in a row in 2007, resulting in an $83,000 federal tax lien. Cornilles said his bookkeeper failed to make tax the payments and his company set up a payment plan with the Internal Revenue Service and got the lien cleared three months later. [Willamette Week, 12/14/11]
Business Had “Problems” Such as a federal tax lien
In 2011, Cornilles downplayed the “problems” his business had, such as a federal tax lien in 2007 for failing to pay payroll taxes. Cornilles claimed an employee missed making the tax payments. “But his business has also had its problems. Game Face was hit with a federal tax lien in 2007 after the company failed to pay payroll withholding taxes for several months. And the company was forced to retool its operations after three former trainees filed a claim charging that they deserved thousands of dollars in wages for what amounted to unpaid telemarketing work.” [Oregonian, 12/12/11]

Had $83,284 Lien Filed Against Him For Failing To Pay Payroll Taxes For Nine Months 


In 2011, it was reported that Cornilles’ company had a brush with authorities came in 2007 when the Internal Revenue Service filed a tax lien of $83,284 against Game Face after it failed to pay payroll taxes for nine months. 

Cornilles said a bookkeeper failed to pay the taxes and hid warning notices. And he said the company paid off the debt in three months once he learned of the lien, and he says he doesn’t know why the now-departed bookkeeper failed to make the payments. Cornilles’ ex-employees expressed skepticism that Cornilles would miss unpaid taxes. They say he was a hands-on manager who always wanted to know the details of company operations. [Oregonian, 12/12/11]

Cornilles: “There are a lot of cases out there where people have cheated the system” 

In 2011, Cornilles met with the residents at St. Helens’ Avamere senior living facility and said “There are a lot of cases out there where people have cheated the system.”  Cornilles shared his views on health care and claimed to saw a need to improve Medicare and Medicaid programs. [South County Spotlight, 11/2/11] 
Worked Out A Payment Schedule With the IRS After Being Hit With a Federal Tax Lien

Cornilles worked out a payment schedule with the IRS after being hit with a federal tax lien. 

In 2011, Cornilles’ campaign manager wrote that Cornilles “knows first-hand the struggles of running a small business. In 2007, his company briefly had a federal tax lien after an inexperienced bookkeeper failed to pay federal payroll taxes for three quarters.  When Game Face’s CFO told Rob of the circumstances, he contacted the IRS and worked out a payment schedule.  The lien was satisfied in three months.” [Rob Cornilles for Congress, 10/20/11]
Internal Revenue Service Filed $83,000 Federal Tax Lien Against Company 
In 2011, it was reported that although Cornilles boasted that “For 162 months we’ve met a payroll,” he had an 83,000 federal tax lien against his company. “What’s never been reported is Game Face later encountered a more serious problem. Although Cornilles boasts, ‘For 162 months we’ve met a payroll,’ records show that in May 2007, the Internal Revenue Service filed an $83,000 federal tax lien against his company for failing to make 2006 tax withholdings.” Cornilles blamed an inexperienced bookkeeper and said after discovering the problem, he paid off the lien in August 2007. [Editorial, Willamette Weekly, 10/19/11]
Told Voters He Should Be Elected Based on Business Experience; Had $83,000 IRS Tax Lien on Business 

In 2011, Cornilles told voters he should be elected based on his business success and his experience balancing a budget, but four years ago the IRS put an $83,000 tax lien on his business. Cornilles claimed that he hired an inexperienced bookkeeper who didn’t pay federal tax withholdings for three quarters. 

Public documents show the lien was released in August 2007, about three months after it was imposed. Cornilles’ campaign manager said the bookkeeper left the company by mutual agreement. [Associated Press, 10/19/11] 

Headline: Candidate’s business had tax lien

In 2011, it was reported that Cornilles’ business hand an $83,000 IRS tax lien. “Republican congressional candidate Rob Cornilles has been telling voters he should be elected based on his business acumen and his experience balancing a budget, but four years ago the IRS briefly put an $83,000 tax lien on his business.” [Associated Press, 10/19/11] 

Headline: Business owned by Republican congressional candidate Rob Cornilles had federal tax lien

In 2011, it was reported that Cornilles failed to pay federal payroll taxes for nine months and had an $83,284 lien filed against his business. Cornilles’s business Game Face Marketing had a federal tax lien in 2007. “Cornilles’s Tualatin company, which markets sports tickets, owed $83,284 in federal taxes, according to the IRS lien, which was filed in Washington County. Records show it was paid off three months later.” Cornilles said his bookkeeper was inexperienced and failed to pay federal payroll taxes for nine months.

The Oregonian reported, “Cornilles has emphasized his business credentials as a reason he should be elected. Failure to pay federal taxes doesn’t help that image.” [Oregonian, 10/19/11]
Cornilles is the President and Founder of Game Face, Inc.

Cornilles is the President and Founder of Game Face, a company that helps sports franchises boost ticket sales and provide a more entertaining experience for fans. His clients have included the Boston Celtics, New York Mets and Denver Broncos. He has also done work locally for the Portland Trail Blazers and the Portland Beavers. [The Oregonian, 7/15/09]
1995: Started Company in his Home
Cornilles started his consulting firm, Game Face, out of his home in 1995. [Daily Astorian, 3/11/10]
2009: Left Company to Run for Congress 

In March 2010, Cornilles told attendees at a house party that he had essentially left Game Face to focus on his run for Congress. He said, “So I have left my business. I walked away from my business, not entirely, but effectively 7 months ago when I announced I’m running.” [Cornilles Remarks, House Party, 3/11/10]
In August 2010 Cornilles told a town hall, “I have given control of day to day operations of the business over to our employees. I have a very capable team of people who are running it so that we can dedicate all our full time and effort to this campaign.” [Cornilles Remarks, McMinnville Town Hall, 8/31/10]
Game Face Marketing Hit With $83,000 Tax Lien
On April 24, 2007; the IRS filed and $83,284 tax lien against Game Face Marketing across three tax periods:

	Kind of Tax
	Tax Period Ending
	Identifying Number
	Date of Assessment
	Last Day for Refiling
	Unpaid Balance of Assessment

	941
	03/31/06
	91-1858186
	04/02/07
	05/02/17
	$31,213.66

	941
	06/30/06
	91-1858186
	09/18/06
	10/18/16
	$38,054.48

	941
	09/30/06
	91-1858186
	12/04/06
	01/03/17
	$14,016.73

	
	
	
	
	Total
	$82,284.87











[Washington County Recorder, filed 5/02/07]
The Lien was released on August 1, 2007. [Washington County Recorder, filed 8/01/07]
Note: Form 941 is a tax form used by small employers. Used to report the following amounts: wages you have paid to your employees, tips your employees have received, federal income tax you have withheld from employees, SS and Medicare taxes, Sick pay, etc

Cornilles Was Sole Owner of Game Face Marketing

According to the Oregon Secretary of State, Cornilles was the President, Secretary, Registered Agent, and sole incorporator of Game Face Marketing during the tax periods for which the liens were filed. [Oregon Secretary of State, Game Face Marketing, Corporation Division]
Blamed Unpaid Taxes on Inexperienced Bookkeeper
In October 2011, The Oregonian reported that “Cornilles said the problem was caused by an inexperienced bookkeeper who failed to pay federal payroll taxes for nine months, then hid the late notices from the IRS in her desk drawer. It wasn’t until another employee opened an official lien notice that Cornilles became aware of the problem.” [The Oregonian, 10/19/11]
Headline: Business Owned by Republican Congressional Candidate Rob Cornilles had Federal Tax Lien [Associated Press, 10/19/11]
Headline: Candidate’s Business had Tax Lien [The Oregonian, 10/19/11]
2010: Claimed to Have Created 600 Jobs

In October 2010, Cornilles told The Oregonian, “his own record of job creation --nearly 600 and counting by his count --more than compensates for his lack of political experience.” [The Oregonian, 10/14/10]

2009: Took Credit for 500 Jobs

In 2009, Cornilles claimed to have advised 25,000 executives and hundreds of sports businesses and placed more than 500 individuals in full-time jobs with the sports industry. [cornillesforcongress.com, accessed 10/13/09]  
Repeated 500 Jobs Claim Multiple Times
In March 2010, Cornilles said, “I have created more than 500 jobs over the last 10 years alone. I think I know how to create jobs where people didn’t know how to find work. In fact, I don’t think, I did. Every one of those 500 people I got a job for came to me ‘cause they couldn’t find work.” [Cornilles Remarks, House Party, 3/11/10]
During an April 2010 candidate forum, Cornilles said his company had “employed dozens of people in Oregon. We’ve created more than 500 jobs for people, all around the country, even internationally.” [U-Choose Forum, 4/22/10]
2010: Qualified Claim on Campaign Website

In August 2010, Cornilles’ campaign website qualified his own claim of creating 500 jobs. It read, “I have been directly involved with creating more than 500 jobs across America. Or, more accurately, I have assisted people -- and families -- in creating sustainable careers, providing hope not just for today but for the future.” [cornillesforcongress.com via archive.org, 8/30/10]
2011: Claimed to Have 60 Employees…
In August 2011, Cornilles told The Oregonian, “When I started my small business in Tualatin in 1995, I started it out of my house. My natural inclination was, hey, let’s grow this business. I’ve been there. I know what it takes to start from scratch, what it takes to invest and ultimately hire 60 people.” [The Oregonian, 8/15/11]
In September 2011, Cornilles claimed his business had 60 employees. [Daily Astorian, 9/23/11]
In October 2011, Cornilles issued a press release that stated, “Game Face has created 60 jobs alone in Oregon’s First District.” [Cornilles for Congress Press Release, 10/11/11]
…Previously Admitted 60 Employees was Over the Life of the Company

In September 2011 Cornilles said, “…just to be clear our 60 employees are all not right now, over the years we’ve had 60 people go through our game face.” [KAST2, Radio Interview, 3:52, Posted 9/22/11]
Claimed to Hire Employees for the Long Term

In October 2010, Cornilles said, “Allison have always made a point to recognize that when we hire an employee, we are really hiring a family. That family depends on us. They rely on us to give them a sustainable job and a long term future.” [Cornilles Remarks, Yamhill Candidate Forum, 10/09/10]
…One Month Later Reported to have 5 Employees

In October 2011, while endorsing Cornilles for the 2011 Republican primary election, The Oregonian editorial board wrote that Game Face was “a five-employee sports consulting and training company.” [The Oregonian, 10/15/11]
2011: Claimed to have Trained 30,000 Professionals

In November 2011, the Multnomah County Republican Party published a primary election survey of their candidates in which Cornilles stated he had “placed more than 500 individuals into full-time jobs around the country and trained more than 30,000 professionals in how to achieve greater success.” [Multnomah County Republican Party via oregoncatalyst.com, CD-1 Special Election Primary Survey, 11/05/11]
Note: If he has trained 30,000 but only placed 500 does that mean his training academy only has a placement rate of 1.66 percent?

Did Not Hire Local Oregonians

In August 2010, Cornilles told a town hall that he recruit employees for Game Face to Oregon instead of hiring locals. He said:

And all through that period of 15 years working with 400 teams we’ve also been able to create more than 500 jobs for people all over the country. Including my own business we’ve employed around 60 people in the last 15 years, not all together, mind you, but all tolled. Most of them we recruited to Oregon for the purposes of working for Game Face. [Cornilles Remarks, McMinnville Town Hall, 8/31/10]

2003: Claimed to have 14 Employees

In October 2003, Computerworld reported that game Face had 14 employees. [Computerworld, 10/13/03]
2001: Still Reported 14 Employees

In September 2001, the Business Journal reported that Cornilles had a “total of 14 employees at the three, soon to be four, locations of Game Face.” [Business Journal, 9/21/01]
Ran as “Job Creator” Despite Only Employing Five People 

In 2011, the Willamette Weekly reported, “Cornilles is back, running as a ‘job creator.’ Although his company, Game Face Marketing, which helps pro and college teams sell sports tickets, has just five employees, Cornilles claims he’s trained or found jobs for hundreds since 1995.” [Willamette Weekly, Editorial, 10/19/11]
Paid $9,000 to Former Students After they Reported Cornilles to the State Bureau of Labor

In 2003, three students in Game Face’s “Executive Academy,” a training program for recent college grads meant to connect them to jobs in the sports marketing industry filed grievances with the state Wage Commission that Cornilles’ business was a scam.
Documents filed with the Oregon Bureau of Labor and Industries showed that Game Face paid $9,052.07 to three former participants after they made claims that Cornilles’ academy was an “unpaid call center” with a $1,395 entry fee.

“What they don’t tell you is when you show up you go through one week of classwork and you learn the first day that you’re a salesman for him,” said one former participant. “You’re a cold-call telemarketer.”
The same participant said that employees made up to 120 calls a day, trying to sell season ticket packages for the various sports teams that had hired Cornilles.

“He’d go out and contract with these people and say ‘I’ll come in and train your ticket salespeople. Then he gets us to do it for free.”
The agreement, in which the former employees were paid for missing compensation, specifically stated that Game Face was not admitting to any wrongdoing. [Forest Grove News-Times, 10/20/10]
Previously Boasted About Utilized “Non-Employees”
In September 2001, the Business Journal reported that in addition to Game Face’s staff of 14, Cornilles’ other “card on the table” was an executive academy that provided Game Face with “additional ‘non-employees’ who work for Game Face.”
According to the paper, “The Game Face executive academy enrolls about 30 people from around the world for its three-month training session in sports sales philosophy During this time, the students work on actual sales and marketing projects for Game Face…” [Business Journal, 9/21/01]
Claimed 75 Percent of Trainees Received Full Time Jobs

At a Republican candidate forum in March 2010, Cornilles claimed that 75 percent of the students in his training program “get full time careers started.” [9/12 Candidate Forum, 3/18/10]
Insisted Game Face was “Beyond Telemarketing”
In June 2003, Cornilles insisted to the Salt Lake Tribune that Game Face was “beyond telemarketing” because it did not script conversations with potential customers and taught salespeople to discuss their products within the context of what they can “achieve” for a buyer. For example, salespeople might pitch tickets to a business owner not who is not necessarily a fan because but could use the tickets to entertain clients or reward employees.

Cornilles said, “What we have to do is go beyond talking product, because the vast majority of the market doesn’t care about Utes football. What they care about is the daily objectives they’re trying to accomplish in their life. And then, in our conversation, we demonstrate how Utes football can help them achieve those objectives.” [Salt Lake Tribune, 6/02/03]
Game Face Marketing was Administratively Dissolved Twice

1997: Game Face Marketing Founded

According to the Oregon Secretary of State, Game Face Marketing was founded on April 10, 1997. [Oregon Secretary of State, Corporation Division, Game Face Marketing Articles of Incorporation, Filed 5/08/97]
2005: Administratively Dissolved

On July 8, 2005, Game Face Marketing was administratively dissolved for not filing an annual report and paying the yearly fee. [Oregon Secretary of State, Corporation Division, Game Face Marketing Application for Reinstatement/Reactivation, Filed 12/02/06]
2006: Paid $150 to be Reinstated 

On October 27, 2006, Game Face Marketing paid $150 and was reinstated as an active corporation. [Oregon Secretary of State, Corporation Division, Game Face Marketing Application for Reinstatement/Reactivation, Filed 12/02/06]
2009: Administratively Dissolved Again
On July 10, 2009, Game Face Marketing was administratively dissolved for not filing an annual report and paying the yearly fees. [Oregon Secretary of State, Corporation Division, Game Face Marketing Certificate, 9/27/11]
July 2009: Announced Running for Congress, Met with National Republican Party

In July 2009, Cornilles announced he was running for congress. He met with representatives from the National Republican Party to discuss his prospects and criticized Representative David Wu for the fiscal policies of Democrats in Congress. 

Wu, Cornilles said, “is contributing to a spending spree right now that is racking up a debt and a deficit that is going to adversely affect our community for years to come.” [The Oregonian, 7/15/09] 
Note: Did he abandon his company to run for Congress?

2011: In the Process of Reinstatement

As of September 27, 2011, the Oregon Secretary of State certified that Game Face Marketing had been administratively dissolved and was inactive. [Oregon Secretary of State, Corporation Division, Game Face Marketing Certificate, 9/27/11]
According to the Oregon Secretary of State’s website, on October 25, 2011, Game Face Marketing requested reinstatement but as of writing their paperwork had not been processed. [Oregon Secretary of State, Corporation Division, Accessed 10/27/11]

According to a phone conversation with the Division of Corporations on October 31, 2011, Game Face’s request for reinstatement was denied because Cornilles listed a P.O. Box for the address of his registered agent. In Oregon, a physical address is required for registered agents so they may receive process servers. The Division of Corporations said Game Face remained “inactive” since their request for reinstatement was denied. [Phone Conversation with Oregon Secretary of State Division of Corporations, 503-986-2200, 10/31/11]
Executive Search and Training LLCs Still Dissolved

In addition to Game Face Marketing, Cornilles operated Game Face Executive Search, LLC and Game Face Executive Training, LLC. [Better Business Bureau, Accessed 10/27/11; youtube.com, gamefaceinc, posted 10/05/07]
Both LLCs were initially formed on December 21, 2001 and administratively dissolved for not filing an annual report and paying the yearly registration fees on February 16, 2007. [Oregon Secretary of State, Corporation Division, Game Face Executive Search LLC & Game Face Executive Training LLC Articles of Organization, Filed 12/21/01; Game Face Executive Search LLC & Game Face Executive Training LLC Certificate, Filed 9/27/11]
Note: Cornilles’ name does not appear on the Articles of Organization for either LLC. Both were signed by Scott W Davidson, a Portland attorney acting as a registered agent. However, the Better Business Bureau listed both LLCs’ names as “alternate business names” for Game Face Marketing and Cornilles appeared in a YouTube video advertising the training seminars.

2011: No Indication of Reinstatement in Progress

As of October 28, 2011, the Oregon Secretary of State’s website showed no sign that either LLC had begun the reinstatement process. [Oregon Secretary of State, Corporation Division, Accessed 10/28/11; Accessed 10/28/11]
Note: While Cornilles has spoken often during his campaigns about Game Face in general and about his efforts to train and place employees, he has not mentioned either LLC by name. It is possible that he allowed the LLC to dissolve and began running the training and placement programs through his main corporation. 

Oregon Law Requires Yearly Annual Reports and $100 Fee

According to Oregon law, corporations must file an annual report with the Office of the Secretary of State on the anniversary of its creation that contain the name of the corporation, its address, registered agents, corporate officers, and other information. [2009 ORS, Vol. 2 Chapter 65.787, accessed 10/28/11]
The Secretary of State collects a fee of $100 when corporations file their annual reports. [2009 ORS, Vol. 2 Chapter 56.140, accessed 10/28/11]
Corporations are Administratively Dissolved if they Fail to File or Pay

Oregon law lists five reasons a corporation may be administratively dissolve including failure to file its annual report with the Secretary of State and failing to pay appropriate fees. [2009 ORS, Vol. 2 Chapter 60.647, accessed 10/28/11]
May not Carry on Business while Dissolved

Oregon law states, “A corporation administratively dissolved continues its corporate existence but may not carry on any business except that necessary to wind up and liquidate its business and affairs…” [2009 ORS, Vol. 2 Chapter 60.651, accessed 10/28/11]
Cornilles Claimed Game Face had been in Operation for Past 15 Years

During an August 2010 radio interview Cornilles said, he was “a private business owner who was born and raised in the area, who knows how to create jobs because he’s demonstrated it for the last 15 years.” [Cornilles Remarks, KUIK, 8/26/10]
In August 2010 Cornilles told a town hall, “I have given control of day to day operations of the business over to our employees. I have a very capable team of people who are running it so that we can dedicate all our full time and effort to this campaign.” [Cornilles Remarks, McMinnville Town Hall, 8/31/10]
Corporations May Apply for Reinstatement with No Penalty or Late Fee

Oregon corporations that have been administratively dissolved for less than 5 years may apply for reinstatement with the Secretary of State. [Oregon Secretary of State, Corporation Division, Reinstate a Business, accessed 10/28/11]
Oregon law states, “When the reinstatement is effective, it relates back to and takes effect as of the effective date of the administrative dissolution and the corporation resumes carrying on its business as if the administrative dissolution had never occurred.” [2009 ORS, Vol. 2 Chapter 60.654, accessed 10/28/11]
According to NorthWest Registered Agent, LLC, a company that assists Oregon corporations with their registration requirements, “The fee to revive your corporation in Oregon is $100.00, plus $100.00 for every annual report you missed. That is the standard fee so there is no delinquent penalty or late fee.” [northwestregisteredagent.com, accessed 10/28/11]
Began Career in Sales with LA Clippers
In a 2004 “Forty Under 40” biography, Cornilles said he had been a sales manager for the Los Angeles Clippers and vice president of marketing at SRO Partners in Portland. [The Business Journal, 3/19/04]
Cornilles began his career in sales with the NBA’s Los Angeles Clippers. He said, “I had to learn how to better market and sell that product without having a good product to sell.” He later became a consultant to other professional teams in a variety of sports before forming his Oregon-based company. [Salt Lake Tribune, 6/02/03]
Described Busted Dot-Coms as “the Young Girl the Day After the Prom”
In 2001, Cornilles described the bust of dot-coms for sports teams as them looking like the young girl the day after the prom. 
“There’s more room for other industries to step in and build alliances. Whereas, some industries were squeezed out when the dot-coms were sexy, now the dot-coms kind of look like the young girl the day after the prom, said Cornilles. [Business Journal, 5/11/01]

Gave Presentation on, “Everything I Need to Know about Business I Learned from Dating”
In 2006, Cornilles gave a presentation to students in Purdue University’s Krannert School of Management called “Everything I Need to Know about Business I Learned from Dating.” He talked about his strategies, presenting, listening and solving, opening, rather than closing, and empathic listening. [Journal and Courier, 3/25/06]   
Game Face Clients

Below are some of the sports franchises for which Cornilles has consulted: 

Worked with Dallas Stars on Training and Helping Place New Workers

In 2008, Game Face Inc co-hosted a sales training seminar for college students and graduates in the Dallas area. The trainings help people to find jobs in the growing arena of sports sales and management.

“The fact of the matter is we have more jobs that we have to fill for teams than we have qualified candidates for,” Cornilles said. “The industry is definitely growing because there are more teams than ever before.” [Star Telegram, 4/07/08]
Worked with St. Louis Cardinals on Downsizing Stadium Strategy

In 2006, Cornilles worked with the St. Louis Cardinals on their new stadium which contained fewer seats and therefore required a new marketing strategy for the increased prices on the new seats. [Associated Press, 4/09/06]
Has Worked with More than Half the Teams in NHL

In 2005, following the NHL and players agreement, Cornilles said the National Hockey League should look at the coming season as a total re-launch. He had worked with more than half the league’s teams. [Baltimore Sun, 7/14/05]

Bulls Hired Game Face Marketing in 1999

In 1999, The Bulls hired Game Face Marketing to help with their ticket sales, with Cornilles describing their services as helping teams focus on things they can provide to customers that are “teamproof.” [Chicago Tribune, 5/05/99]
Consulted in Australia

In 1998, Cornilles was brought in to help the National Baseball League by conducting a conference on ticket sales in Melbourne, Australia. [Canberra Times, 2/17/98]
Note: A more thorough investigation into Cornilles’ businesses including Game Face subsidiaries and 7 Skills, LLC will be included in future updates.

Welcomed Scrutiny of Business

At a March 2010 house party, Cornilles admitted he did not have a voting record for people to examine so he welcomed an examination of his business. He said, “You can look at my business all you want. And I welcome that scrutiny. You can talk to my employees; you can talk to my former employees. You can talk to people who know me.” [Cornilles Remarks, House Party, 3/11/10]
Cornilles: I Have a Clean Conscience About My Finances and My Business Practices 

At an August 2010 town hall, Cornilles said, “I have a clean conscience about my finances and my business practices.” [Warrenton Town Hall, 47:50. 8/24/10] 

Personal Business – Portland Timbers MLS Expansion
	Significant Findings

· Supported MLS Expansion into Portland

· City Planned to Pay Almost $12 Million to Renovate PGE Park

· PGE Park Renovation went $5 Million Over Budget, City Covered $1 Million

· Portland Timbers were a Game Face Client




Cornilles supported Merritt Paulson’s efforts to bring a Major League Soccer team to Portland. Despite being the son of Bush-Treasury Secretary Henry Paulson who is worth $700 million, Merritt convinced the City of Portland to spend $12 million transforming PGE Park from a multi-purpose stadium into a MLS facility. When the renovation costs went $5 million over budget the city paid for $1 million of the overruns while it was “financially strapped.” Since the city could not pay for the renovations immediately, it was forced to delay payment until 2017 at which point interest costs alone will have added over $11 million to its costs. The Portland Timbers which now play in the renovated stadium became a client of Game Face.
Supported MLS Expansion into Portland

In 2009, Cornilles supported Merritt Paulson’s efforts to bring a Major League Soccer team to Portland, Oregon writing that sports teams made cities relevant through national and international promotion. [The Oregonian, Cornilles LTE, 4/26/09]

Owner of Portland MLS Team is Son of Bush Treasury Secretary

According to Bloomberg, Merritt Paulson, the owner of Portland’s Major League Soccer team is the son of former U.S. Treasury Secretary Henry Paulson. [Bloomberg, 4/07/09]
Henry Paulson Worth more than $700 million
In April 2010, Bloomberg Businessweek reported that Henry Paulson’s net worth was estimated at more than $700 million. [Bloomberg Businessweek, 4/29/10]
2008: Henry Paulson Loaned Son $16 Million to Purchase Minor League Teams

In November 2008, Merritt Paulson received $16 million from his father, Henry Paulson, used to purchase the minor league baseball and soccer teams in Portland. The New York Times reported that Merritt owned 80 percent of the teams while his father owned the remaining 20 percent. [New York Times, 11/06/08]
Justified $40 Million Franchise Fee 

Cornilles justified MLS’ $40 million franchise expansion fee pointing to the success of Seattle’s newly acquired soccer team. The Oregonian noted “Ultimately, anything’s worth as much as someone’s willing to pay for it.” [The Oregonian, 3/08/09]
Paulson Paid $35 Million

In June 2011, the New York Times reported that Paulson paid a $35 million expansion fee to Major League Soccer for the rights to the Portland Timbers. [New York Times, 6/24/11]
City Planned to Pay Almost $12 Million to Renovate PGE Park

The city of Portland originally planned to contribute $11.9 million to renovate PGE Park from a multi-purpose stadium to a Major League Soccer facility for the Portland Timbers. The team’s owner, Merritt Paulson, planned to pay $19.3 million for project. [Willamette Week 3/01/11]
Only $8 Million of Paulson’s Contribution was Cash…the Rest was “Prepaid Rent” 

According to The Oregonian, Paulson contributed $8 million in cash to the renovation of PGE Park. 

Additionally, he prepaid $11.1 million in rent and ticket taxes that covered the years 2017 to 2033. The Oregonian wrote, “The prepaid rent, which the city refers to as capitalized rent, is akin to Paulson providing the city with a construction loan.” [The Oregonian, 7/23/09]
Prepaying Rent Saved Paulson $27 Million

In July 2009, The Oregonian wrote, “In exchange for $11.1 million today, Paulson will avoid rent and ticket tax payments totaling at least $38.4 million over 18 years. That translates to some $27 million in interest payments by the city over the life of the loan -- the equivalent of paying an interest rate of 8 percent.” [The Oregonian, 7/23/09]
PGE Park Renovation went $5 Million Over Budget, City Covered $1 Million

In March 2011, the Willamette Week reported renovations costs were “about $5 million over the project’s $31 million budget.” $1 million of the cost over-runs were absorbed by the city per its contract with Paulson. [Willamette Week 3/01/11]
Portland was “Financially Strapped”
In June 2011, the New York Times reported that critics felt that Merritt Paulson was heavy-handed in his dealings with the financially strapped city…” Jack Bogdanski, a professor of tax law at Lewis and Clark Law School said, “Why the Paulson family needed public money is beside me. He came into town highly suspect in my book.” [New York Times, 6/23/11]
City Borrowed Against Spectator Facilities Fund

In order for the city to pay $11.2 million of its commitment to renovate PGE Park it borrowed against the “Spectator Facilities Fund, which collects ticket taxes, parking revenues and other income from the operations of the Rose Garden and PGE Park.” 

The Oregonian reported that about 80 percent of the money in the Spectator Fund came from Rose Quarter operations whose primary tenant is the National Basketball Association’s Portland Trail Blazers. [The Oregonian, 7/23/09; New York Times, 6/23/11]
Exposed Portland’s General Fund to “Some Risk”
According to The Oregonian, borrowing against the Spectator Fund exposed “the city’s general fund to some risk.” The NBA Blazers lease expires in 2025 but the final payment on the soccer stadium renovation will not be made until 2035. If the Blazers decided to leave Portland, the “Spectator Fund would become insolvent, unable to repay the final 10 years of soccer debt.” 

The paper also expressed concern that an NBA walkout could occur in 2011 when the league renegotiated its collective bargaining agreement which would drain the Spectator Fund’s one-year budget reserve. [The Oregonian, 7/23/09]
October 2011: NBA Labor Dispute Canceled First Two Weeks Season

In October 2011, the NBA canceled the first two weeks of its season due to contract disputes between the league owners and players’ union. Further cancellations were possible depending on negations. [The Oregonian, 10/13/11]
Forced to Delay Payment on Soccer Debt

Since Portland had already borrowed against the Spectator Fund to build parking garages at Rose Quarter and for a previous PGE Park refurbishment, the city planned “to issue zero-coupon bonds, which allow interest and principal payments to be pushed off until 2017, when the Rose Quarter debt is paid off.” The Oregonian claimed it would “be the most expensive debt on” the city’s books “likely bearing an interest rate of 9 percent or more.” [The Oregonian, 7/23/09]
Estimated Cost Over $11 Million in Interest
By delaying payment on the PGE renovation bonds for eight years and paying nine percent interest, when the city begins to pay off the debt in 2017 instead of owing $11.2 million Portland will owe $22.3 million, a difference of over $11.1 million: 
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[moneychimp.com, Compound Interest Calculator, accessed 10/14/11]
Note this is an estimate by the DCCC
Criticized Interest Payments on National Debt


In his 2011 Oregon Voters Guide Cornilles wrote, “In 2010, it took $414 billion to pay interest on our national debt. This is more than we spent on the Departments of Labor, Veterans Affairs, and Education combined. Yet making interest payments produces nothing of value – like jobs.” [The Oregonian, 10/24/11]
Portland Timbers were a Game Face Client

At a March 2010 house party, Cornilles said, “If you like the NFL, or you like the NBA, or MLB, you like hockey, soccer, whatever it is, chances are, your favorite team has been a client of mine. ‘Cause I work with over 400 teams around the world…Even the Portland Timbers.” [Cornilles Remarks, House Party, 3/11/10]
In October 2011, the Portland Timbers were listed on Game Face’s website as a client. [gamefacesportsjobs.com, accessed 10/12/11]
Displaced Minor League Baseball Team, Sold to Arizona

In 2010, Paulson sold the Portland Beavers, a minor league Triple-A baseball team that had played at PGE Park before its conversion to a soccer stadium. [Portland Tribune, 10/15/10]
In June 2011, the New York Times reported that “baseball fans felt snubbed when the Beavers were tossed out of their home so the Timbers could have a soccer stadium. After a fitful search for a new home, the Paulsons sold the Beavers, who were moved to Arizona.” [New York Times, 6/24/11]
Portland Mayor Sam Adams Supported PGE Park Renovation

In January 2010, Sam Adams, the Democratic Mayor of Portland, Oregon, touted the agreement with Paulson to renovate PGE Park. He said, “MLS represents a smart investment in Portland’s future success” and that “the public-private partnership exemplifies the City’s commitment to supporting entrepreneurship in the business community, while better shielding its residents from financial risk.” [Adams Official Press Release via Targeted News Service, 1/21/10]
Former Oregon Governor Ted Kulongoski Opposed Public Money for Renovation

In October 2008, The Oregonian reported that lobbyists had “met with an adviser to Gov. Ted Kulongoski seeking $6 million for PGE Park from a special economic development fund. The governor declined the request.” [The Oregonian, 10/08/08]
Personal Business – Memorial Coliseum Redevelopment

	Significant Findings

· Led Team Seeking to Transform the Veterans Memorial Coliseum 

· Estimated to Cost $81 Million, Expected $25-$50 Million in Federal Tax Credits

· Claimed Project Could be Completed without Public Money




Cornilles is part of a team seeking to transform the Veterans Memorial Coliseum into a media production center. His project was estimated to cost $81 million and federal tax credits were expected to pay from $25 million to $50 million.

Led Team Seeking to Transform the Veterans Memorial Coliseum into a Media Production Center

In June 2011, the Daily Journal of Commerce reported that Cornilles led a team proposing to transform the Veterans Memorial Coliseum into a media production center with “the largest self-contained, fully integrated urban soundstage in the world,” a live-performance theater with 875 seats, and two screening theaters with 250 seats each. Plans also included four stories of office space and some storage space. [Daily Journal of Commerce, 6/07/11]
Estimated to Cost $81 Million, Expected $25-$50 Million in Federal Tax Credits

According to the Daily Journal of Commerce, it would cost about $81 million to redevelop the Veterans Memorial Coliseum. Federal tax credits were expected to pay from $25 million to $50 million, while private, out-of-state investors would supply the rest. [Daily Journal of Commerce, 6/07/11]
Claimed Project Could be Completed without Public Money

Before Cornilles proposed converting the Coliseum into a media production center, the city of Portland had proposed spending $20 million in Oregon Convention Center Urban Renewal Area money to upgrade the facility and make repairs. Cornilles said:

We’re asking the city to keep any money (it has) set aside for the coliseum upgrades and use it for something like affordable housing. We have an idea here that not only creates jobs and fits into the city’s industry clusters, but can be completely supported without public dollars. [Daily Journal of Commerce, 6/07/11]
Mayor Adams: The Coliseum is Headed in a Different Direction

The Daily Journal of Commerce reported that Cornilles’ plan was not “received well by the city.” Portland Mayor Sam Adams’ arts and culture policy coordinator, Cary Clarke, said, “The proposal for a media complex and production facility in Portland is an exciting one, but the Veterans Memorial Coliseum is headed in a different direction and not available as a location for this kind of development.” [Daily Journal of Commerce, 6/07/11]
Below is a rendering by the architect firm Bastien and Associates of the proposed renovations:
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[Daily Journal of Commerce, 6/07/11]
Note: A public records request submitted to the Portland Development Commission revealed no documents connected to Cornilles’ proposal which is not due until November 2011.
Board Service – Umpqua Bank
	Significant Findings

· Cornilles Opposed Bank Bailouts
· Serves on Regional Division Board of Bank That Received $214 Million TARP Bailout

· Umpqua Bank was Sued Over Executive Compensation




NOTE ON THIS SECTION: Cornilles serves on a REGIONAL BOARD of Umpqua Bank, NOT the Board of Umpqua Bank. Based on all publically available information it is still unclear what his role is and therefore caution is urged before making charges based on this aspect of his career.
In 2011, Cornilles served on a Regional Board of Umpqua Bank which received $214 million in bailout funds from the federal government despite his opposition to TARP. Umpqua has been sued by their own investors for giving executives pay raises despite a declining share price. In 2010 the bank also settled a $30 million lawsuit alleging a Ponzi scheme.

Cornilles Would Have Voted Against Bank Bailout

In 2010, Cornilles said that he would have voted against the bank bailout.

“I think meanwhile the taxpayer, the regular citizen, especially back in Oregon, is not seeing the positive benefits of the bailout bill,” he said. [Daily Astorian, 1/21/10]

… Though He Serves on a Board of Bank That Received $214 Million TARP Bailout

According to his campaign website, as of September 2011, Cornilles served on the board of directors of the Umpqua Bank Regional Division. [cornillesforcongress.com, accessed 9/28/11]
Umpqua Borrowed $214 Million under TARP

Under the Troubled Asset Relief Program, Umpqua Holdings Corp., parent company of Umpqua Bank, borrowed $214.2 million from the federal government. Umpqua paid back the funds in February 2010.

In all, the bank paid the government back almost $18 million in dividends as all participants in the program paid 5 percent annual interest on the money received.

Before paying back the funds, the bank raised enough capital to acquire two failed banks and repay the government while pursuing acquisition opportunities. [Oregonian, 2/17/10; ProPublica.org, accessed 9/28/11; Portland Business Journal, 2/17/10]

Note: Further research is required to connect Umpqua Regional Bank to its parent company’s TARP funds.

Closed 2009 with $166 Million Loss
Umpqua Holdings Corp. posted a $166.3 million loss in 2009. [Sacramento Business Journal, 1/28/10]
Umpqua Sued Over Executive Compensation

In 2011, Umpqua Bank was sued by a law firm on behalf of Plumbers Local No. 137 Pension Fund and Laborers Local #231 Pension Fund, two Umpqua Bank investors. The lawsuit alleged that the bank’s parent company, Umpqua Holdings Corp., violated its pay-for-performance policy by giving CEO Ray Davis and other executives raises despite a declining share price last year. Shareholders had previously rejected the compensation of its top executives, a provision required by the Dodd-Frank financial overhaul law. Davis earned $3.7 million in 2010 compensation, a 61 percent increase from 2009. The bank’s stock declined 10 percent in 2010 although revenue grew 14 percent. [Portland Business Journal, 5/27/11]
Umpqua Settled Lawsuit over Aiding Ponzi Scheme

In October 2010, Umpqua Bank settled a $30 million lawsuit with the trustee and creditors of Summit 1031 Exchange, which accused Umpqua of aiding and abetting Summit in an alleged Ponzi scheme. Umpqua denied wrongdoing in the case it settled and it was unclear how much of the settlement Umpqua paid. [Associated Press, 10/20/10]
NOTE: This case appears to have been settled before Cornilles’ term on the Board of Directors.

Acquired Three Failed Banks in Deals with Government Regulators

According to the Silicon Valley/San Jose Business Journal, Umpqua Bank has grown aggressively in party by “acquiring three failed banks [in 2010] in deals with government regulators.” [Silicon Valley/San Jose Business Journal, 7/01/11]
Said He wanted to Affect Change Inside Oregon Boardrooms 

In 2011, Cornilles gave a speech at the Dorchester Founder’s event and said he wanted to affect positive change inside Oregon boardrooms. He said:

Friends, I would rather affect positive change inside Oregon boardrooms than protest circumstances on our sidewalks. If my comments here sound sacrilegious, consider that as Republicans, we know to separate religion from government. Because government is NOT our religion. Religion is our religion. Politics is politics. I’m grateful our Founders had the wisdom to see the difference. [The Dorchester Founder’s Speech by Rob Cornilles, Accessed 4/04/11]
Board Service – Virginia Garcia Memorial Health Clinic
	Significant Findings

· Serves on Board of Directors for Virginia Garcia Memorial Foundation
· VGMHC Supported the Affordable Health Act…But Cornilles Opposed it
· VGMHC Received Funding Through Federal Stimulus…which Cornilles Opposed



In 2011 Cornilles was appointed to the board of directors for the Virginia Garcia Memorial Foundation despite their polar opposite policy views. While Cornilles opposed the Affordable Care Act Virginia Garcia Memorial Health Center supported it. Cornilles also opposed the 2009 federal stimulus program that provided millions to VGMHC to increase patient capacity, create jobs, and modernize record keeping. 
Cornilles Was Close to Virginia Garcia Memorial Health Clinic

The following outlines Cornilles’ close ties to the Virginia Garcia Memorial Health Clinic (“VGMHC”):

Cornilles Appointed to the Board of Directors of Virginia Memorial Foundation

As of September 2011, Cornilles serves on the board of directors of the Virginia Garcia Memorial Foundation, which provided support for the Virginia Garcia Memorial Health Center (VGMHC) through funding, community relations and partnerships.

He joined in early 2011. [virginiagarcia.org, accessed 9/28/11; Forest Grove News-Times, 2/02/11]
Cornilles Touted His Relationship with the VGMHC and Foundation

On his campaign website, Cornilles touted his position on the board of directors of Virginia Garcia Memorial Foundation. [cornillesforcongress.com, accessed 9/24/11]
In September 2011, Cornilles spoke about this relationship, saying, “We have community health centers and I happen to be on the board of one of them called Virginia Garcia. We have clinics in Hillsboro and Beaverton, et cetera. And a typical patient there costs about $765 a year to give them preventative care whereas if they went to the emergency room it would be $1900 per visit.” [OregonLive.com, 9/26/11]

… Despite Their Opposing Views on Affordable Care Act

The following outlines VGMHC’s support for the Affordable Care Act and Cornilles’ opposition to the law:

VGMHC Supported the Affordable Health Act

In 2011, VGMHC executive director Christine Rontal said, “We believe that the Affordable Care Act empowers people to receive quality, culturally competent care, in their first languages and according to their beliefs about medicine. That leads to better health outcomes.” [Hillsboro Argus, 2/04/11]

…But Cornilles Opposed Affordable Health Act

In 2010, Cornilles said, “I am convinced and convicted, to go back to Congress and start over on health care reform.” [OPB, 9/13/10]
… And Despite Their Opposing Views on Federal Stimulus

The following outlines VGMHC’s benefitting significantly from the federal stimulus and Cornilles’ opposition to the program:

VGMHC Received Significant Funding Through Federal Stimulus

As of 2011, VGMHC has received significant funding through the federal stimulus for various medical programs:

Received Stimulus Dollars for Increased Patient Capacity

According to the VGMHC website, as of 2011, the center received federal stimulus dollars that allowed for increased patient capacity.

In 2009, Virginia Garcia added 10 new providers between six clinics, adding about 7,000 new patients over a two year period. Part of the money allowed for an expansion of their dental clinic. [virginiagarcia.org, accessed 9/28/11]
Received Stimulus Grants to Expand, Create Jobs

In 2011, Virginia Garcia received a $12 million federal grant to support the construction of the Cornelius Wellness Center.

The grant would cover 88 percent of the support costs with the balance of funding made up in community support. The grant was awarded through the Department of Health and Human Services, Health Resources and Services Administration, through funding approved in the Affordable Care Act.

The facility will enable Virginia Garcia to double the number of patients it is able to serve and will generate 100 construction jobs and 10 full-time clinic staff. [Forest Grove News-Times, 2/02/11]

Received Grant to Modernize Record Keeping, Create Jobs

In 2009, Virginia Garcia Memorial Health Clinic was awarded $1.2 million through the Department of Health and Human Services to “support the implementation of Electronic Health Records and Dental IT.”
At least three jobs were reported due to the award, including for a project manager, IT staff and electronic health record specialists. [recovery.gov, Award No. C81CS13474, award date 6/25/09]
Received Grant to Improve Care, Create Jobs

In 2009, Virginia Garcia Memorial Health Clinic was awarded $485,719 through the Department of Health and Human Services to “improve the access to primary care medical services to an estimated 3,644 individuals in Washington and Yamhill counties.”
In the fourth quarter of 2009, more than 10 jobs were reported as family physicians, nurse practitioners, physician assistance and certified nurse midwives were hired. [recovery.gov, Award No. H8BCS12632, award date 3/27/09]

… But Cornilles Didn’t Support the Stimulus

In a 2010 television advertisement, Cornilles called the stimulus “failed.”
Cornilles told the Willamette Week that he would have opposed the bill. [OPB, 10/07/10; Willamette Week, 10/13/10]
Called it “Un-Transparent”
In 2010, Cornilles said, “I will tell you, I’m opposed to it. I’m opposed to it, because it took money out of the private sector, out of your pockets and gave it to the public sector, to do things with it that are very un-transparent.” [Forest Grove Town Hall, 8/23/10]

Accused of Possibly Abetting Illegal Immigrants by Supporting Health Care Facility 

In 2011, Cornilles gave a speech at the Dorchester Founder’s event and defended himself against charges that he was aiding an organization possibly abetting illegal immigrants. He said:

Recently I learned that my own naming to the Board of Directors for a health care facility in Washington County actually caused a few in our Party distress and consternation. The charge is that I’m aiding a liberal organization and possibly abetting illegal immigrants. Why is it commendable to join a liberal school board, for example, but ill-advised to exercise influence over an organization that serves needy children who would otherwise fill up our emergency rooms? [The Dorchester Founder’s Speech by Rob Cornilles, Accessed 4/04/11]
Political Career – 2011 Special Election Congressional Race to Date
	Significant Findings

· Willamette Weekly: Cornilles had Thin Platform 
· Hosted $1,000-$2,500 Fundraiser for Mitt Romney’s Presidential Campaign

· Portrayed as a Centrist Candidate
· Claimed to Not Take Money from the Republican Party but Received Thousands



In 2011 Cornilles successfully transformed himself into a centrist candidate in the eyes of the press. The Lewiston Morning Tribune called Cornilles “an unabashedly centrist candidate” and he referred to himself as “a Republican realist.” The Willamette Weekly called his platform “thin.” In June 2011, before Rep. Wu’s resignation, Cornilles was listed on a fundraiser invitation for Mitt Romney’s 2012 presidential campaign.

Tried to Tie Democratic Rival to Former Rep. Wu

In 2011, it was reported that after winning the Republican nomination, Cornilles criticized his Democratic opponent, Suzanne Bonamici for her ties to Wu. He called her, “part of the very political establishment that enabled David Wu and covered up his offensive behavior.” 

Cornilles also said that Democrats should have “had the courage” to go public with concerns about David Wu before the 2010 election. Former Congressman Wu defeated Cornilles 55 percent to 44 percent in 2010. [Real Clear Politics, 11/9/11]


Said Bonamici Should Have Questioned Wu, Rather Than Contributing to Him 

In 2011, Cornilles attacked Bonamici for her ties to Wu, saying she should have questioned Wu’s lack of political clout instead of contributing to his last reelection campaign. “Sen. Bonamici is part of the very political establishment that enabled David Wu and covered up his offensive behavior,” Cornilles said. [The Oregonian, 11/9/11]

Attacked Bonamici for Raising Taxes and Fees More than Fifty Times Over Five Years

 In 2011, Cornilles attacked Bonamici for raising taxes and fees more than fifty times over five years. “Now my opponent, Senator Bonamici raised taxes and fees on Oregonians more than fifty times in just five years while a member of the Oregon legislature and she’s not done. Now when Oregonians are struggling to create or find jobs, she wants to raise taxes in a broken system without reforming it.” [Cornilles Campaign Kick-Off, 11/9/11]

Attacked Bonamici for Voting with the Majority of her Party 98 Percent of the Time
In 2011, Cornilles attacked Bonamici for voting with the majority of her party 98 percent of the time. 
 “Senator Bonamici claims she’s bipartisan because she helped redraw district boundaries for elections. How fitting, how fitting that a politician, while preparing to run for Congress herself, would think it’s an accomplishment to create safe legislative districts for her political friends. And while in Salem, Senator Bonamici, she voted with the majority of her party 98 percent of the time, 98 percent. She has a more partisan voting record than David Wu. Ladies and gentlemen we don’t need more of the same. Voting 98 percent of the time with your party is not leadership, it’s button pushing.” [Cornilles Campaign Kick-Off, 11/9/11]

2011: Claimed if National Republicans Ran False Ads He Would Call Them Out Because He’s Not Beholden to Anybody 

And I’m not beholden to anybody because no one’s paying for my election like they are hers. She’s going to have favors that she’ll have to pay back. I’m an independent minded guy, that’s why I call out Republicans when necessary, I call out Democrats when necessary and I think that’s what the American people want.

 

Cornilles was asked if the RNC offered you an ad like hers would you do it? He said, Well in actuality if the RNC decides to run an ad on their own, that I can’t even know about, it’s against the law to even coordinate or communicate about if. But if they ran an ad that I felt was false against my opponent, you bet I’d call them out about it. Because that’s politics more of the same and she hasn’t had the courage to do that because she’s beholden to them. [Bob Miller Radio Show, 6:40, 12/21/11]

Cornilles Lost Endorsement of Oregonian 

In 2012, Bonamici got the endorsement of the Oregonian – Cornilles lost the endorsement which he received last cycle. “in background and in understanding of the issues, Cornilles can’t match Bonamici… Cornilles’ considerable but untried energy might better be tested first at the legislative or local level.” [Editorial, Oregonian, 1/7/12]
Lacked Legislative Experience 
In 2012, Cornilles did not get the endorsement of the Daily Astorian, in part because he had no legislative experience. Cornilles “has not served on a public board or commission or held elective office.” [Editorial, Daily Astorian, 1/10/12] 

Claimed He Would be Bipartisan in House 
In 2012 Cornilles tried to praise the whole Oregon Congressional delegation to make himself look bipartisan. He claimed his independence and being in the majority would be an asset in the House. “He would be in the majority, which would be an asset, he said.  At the same time, the GOP leadership would understand that he couldn’t vote in lockstep with them and continue to hold the district.  That, he said, would give him the ‘leverage to be independent.’” [Oregonian, 1/4/12]

Staked Campaign on Business Experience 

In 2011, Oregon Public Broadcasting reported that Cornilles “has staked his campaign on his experience in business…Republican Rob Cornilles usually frames this issue in terms of his own experience with the sports marketing firm he founded in 1995.” [Oregon Public Broadcasting, 12/14/11]

Didn’t Have Good Week with Investigative Reports Detailing Business Problems and Inflated Claims 

In 2011, Cornilles didn’t have the “best week of press.” The Oregonian dug into issues he had with his sports marketing company including a federal tax lien and legal questions he faced about the company’s business model. Then the Willamette Week published a story that cast doubt on some of the claims he made over the prominence of his business. [Hotline, National Journal, 12/14/11]
Daily Kos: I’d expect things to get worse, not better, for Cornilles

In 2011, it was reported that Cornilles’s negative press on his business could “hurt the argument he’s trying to make, and what’s more, these revelations only emerged this week, which suggests that they may not have fully percolated and may not be completely reflected in this poll. That is to say, I’d expect things to get worse, not better, for Cornilles.” [Daily Kos, 12/16/11]
Cornilles 98% Voting Record Attack 

· In October Cornilles said, “For someone to be a 98% voter with their party, like some of my Democrat opponents are in the state legislature, or like my previous opponent Mr. Wu was in Congress, if I’m a 98 percenter I’ll be the Republican version of David Wu and I don’t think that’s healthy for this district.” [Oregon Public Broadcasting, “Think Out Loud”, 13:51, 10/28/11]

· On November 5, 2011 Cornilles said, “I’m running against someone on the other side, she’s voted 98% of her time in Salem with her party. I think anyone who votes 98% of the time in Salem with her party will probably do the same thing in Washington DC.” [McMinnville Meet and Greet, Part 2, 38:29, 11/5/11]

· On November 9, 2011 Cornilles said, “And while in Salem, Senator Bonamici, she voted with the majority of her party 98 percent of the time, 98 percent. She has a more partisan voting record than David Wu. Ladies and gentlemen we don’t need more of the same. Voting 98 percent of the time with your party is not leadership, it’s button pushing.” [Campaign Kick Off Presser, Part 2, 0:23, 11/9/11] 

· On November 27, 2011 Cornilles said, “Senator Bonamici, she talks about separating herself from her party but the reality is she votes 98% of the time with the Democrats in Salem. I don’t know how that represents bipartisanship, that represents to me more of the same. We can’t afford more of the same.” [Independent Party of Oregon Debate, Part 2, 2:55, 11/27/11]

· On November 9, 2011 the Oregonian reported that Cornilles, in a speech to supporters at the World Forestry Center, criticized Bonamici for voting with the majority of her party 98 percent of the time in the last legislative session. That “is not leadership,” he said, “it’s button-pushing.” [Oregonian, 11/9/11]

Said Americans Should Elect Candidates Willing to Break from Their Party

In 2011, it was reported that in a candidate questionnaire, Cornilles said, “we need to elect people who have shown a willingness to break from their party.” [Oregon Independent Party, 2011]
Called Himself a “True Independent Voice”

In 2011, it was reported that in a candidate questionnaire, Cornilles advocated for voters from Oregon’s First District to, “send a true independent voice to Congress who has not only proven he knows how to create jobs through his own small business (60 employees in16 years), but will be a champion and strong advocate for the First District.” [Oregon Independent Party, 2011]

Columnist: Cornilles to Face Criticism that He was More Conservative Than He Would Admit 

In 2011, Portland-based political analyst Len Bergstein wrote that Cornilles would face criticism that he was more conservative than he says he is - more like a tea-party candidate of the 2010 campaign, out to destroy social security and Medicare. Cornilles would try to appeal to the voter who is angry at politics as usual and “incumbents” -- as well as those anti-Obama voters. “Cornilles will be most successful if he gets voters to think about this election in terms of “national issues” - anger at government and politicians, anger at big government and overspending at the national level and reasons to not like Obama,” Bergstein said. [Columnist, Len Bergstein, Portland-based political analyst, 11/19/11]

Distanced Himself from Republican Party Despite Receiving Funding from Boehner and Other GOP Leaders 

In 2011, it was reported that Cornilles tried to distance himself from the Republican Party leaders like John Boehner, despite receiving contributions from Boehner and other senior House Republicans. 

“Just in case you’re wondering, I’m not running for John Boehner,” Cornilles said, referring to the Republican House speaker. “I’m not running for a party. I’m running for a people.” Democrats said Cornilles is telling voters what they want to hear but can’t be trusted not to vote with Republican leaders. [Real Clear Politics, 11/9/11]

Claimed He was Not Running for Boehner – Received $5,000 from Boehner a Week Before He Made Claim 
In 2011, it was reported that Cornilles claimed he was not running for John Boehner, a week before, however, he received a $5,000 contribution from the leader. The Oregonian reported Cornilles said “‘I am not running for John Boehner, I am not running for a party.’ Just last week, however, the House speaker’s political action committee contributed $5,000 to Cornilles’ campaign, joining several other GOP House members who have given to the GOP nominee.” [The Oregonian, 11/9/11]

Claimed He Talked to Republicans About Fact that He Wouldn’t Vote for Republican Party All the Time 

In 2011, Cornilles said he wouldn’t vote with the Republican Party all the time and that he had talked with them about this fact. “They know that going in. They knew it when I ran the first time. I’ve had conversations with them. They know why I’m running. They know I’m not doing it to seek party favors,” says Cornilles. [Oregon Public Broadcasting, 11/9/11] 
Claimed He Would Vote Against Party if in Oregon’s “Best Interests”

Despite being a lifelong Republican Cornilles claimed he would against his party if he felt it was in the best interest of Oregonians. “And so for me it’s about reaching voters, Oregonian to Oregonian and talking to them about, how do we create jobs in these communities, how do we keep companies here, how do we grow our schools,” said Cornilles. [KGW.com, 11/10/11]

Won 73% of Vote in 2011 GOP Primary

In 2011, it was reported that Cornilles won 73% of the vote in Oregon’s First District’s Republican primary. [The Oregonian, 11/9/11]

Had Been a Republican for Whole Life – Claimed He Wasn’t Running for a Party 
In 2011, Cornilles said he was not running for a party, despite the fact that he had been a Republican all his life. “I’ve never been a fan of labels,” Cornilles said. “A lot of people are frustrated because they have a hard time pinning a label on me. They forget that I’m not running for a party, I’m running for people. I’ve been a republican all my life, but I’m not afraid of calling the Republican Party out when they make mistakes.” [Tualatin Times, 11/10/11]

Decided to Run for Office Because He was in a Good Place and had Family Support
In 2010, Cornilles said he decided to run for office because he was in a good place and had family supporting him. “I decided I was in a good place, I had a good family supporting me, I knew something about job creation – so I decided to run.”

The decision to run for the seat again did not come easily after losing to Wu in 2010. “We were wiser,” Cornilles said. “We talked about it as a family, prayerfully considered it, and decided this is the best way we can contribute to the community.” [Tualatin Times, 11/10/11]

Cornilles Did Not Have Easy Path to Victory – Needed to Change Voters Party ID

In 2011, Jim Moore, who teaches political science at Pacific University said Cornilles had to focus on changing voters’ natural party identifications.” Moore said “Cornilles has to focus on changing voters’ natural party identifications.” The Forest Grove News Times wrote, Cornilles had to get every Republican vote in the district, turning independent voters on and catching some wayward Democrats, “that’s not an easy path to victory.” [Forest Grove News-Times, 11/16/11]
Claimed He Would Change Washington, D.C. 

In 2011, Cornilles said he planned to do a few things differently after he lost to Wu in 2010 – he said he would change Washington, D.C. 

“Now that we’ve taken the first step in changing the 1st District of Oregon, are you ready to change Washington, D.C., with me?” Cornilles asked supporters. “Everyone’s got their work cut out for them, (making sure that) voters are well-educated about the two candidates,” Cornilles said. “(My main concern) is that there may not be enough time for the voters to get to know me and realize what I can do to benefit this district. We have 84 days. I’ll go anywhere, I’ll do anything to communicate with voters. And when I say communicate, it’s not just talking, but listening.” [Forest Grove News-Times, 11/16/11]

Claimed to Have Bipartisan Support 

In 2011, Cornilles claimed he had bipartisan support for his candidacy. “I’m already getting bipartisan support. I would challenge Sen. Bonamici to tell us what Republicans are supporting her. I have Democrats who are supporting me, I have independents who are supporting me, and that’s because people are tired of the same-old, same-old. They want to go a new direction in this district, not to mention this state.” [Forest Grove News-Times, 11/16/11]
Oregon Special Election Likely to be Overshadowed by Republican Presidential Race

In 2011, the Forest Grove News-Times reported that the Oregon special election would likely be overshadowed by the Republican presidential race. “Cornilles has to hope that anti-incumbent mood (anti-Democratic in this case) lasts into January,” Moore said. “The political dynamic will be quite different then. The Republican presidential race will dominate all media coverage. This House seat will either disappear in the blizzard of caucuses and primaries, or it will be seen as a harbinger of national trends. We can hope for the latter, but prepare for the former.” [Forest Grove News-Times, 11/16/11]

Republicans in Presidential Race and in House Could be Problematic for Cornilles 

In 2011, it was reported that if a more extreme presidential candidate took the lead it could be problematic for Cornilles. “That is bad for Cornilles - just being Republican will be problematic,” said Jim Moore, who teaches political science at Pacific University. Another scenario, could be one where the leading Republican candidate takes stands that Cornilles opposes. “It may make it even harder for Cornilles in office if the Rs still have a majority in the House,” Moore said. [Forest Grove News-Times, 11/16/11]
Had to Unite Republican Party and Covert Democrats to Win 

In 2011, talk radio host Jayne Carroll wrote that in order to win Cornilles had to heal the wounds that divided his party and offer voters something better than Democrats have been delivering for the past 37 years. Cornilles was cautious and presented himself as a moderate. Democrats attacked flopping businessman with no core values. “ If Cornilles is going to win, he is going to have to convert some Democrats, get the bulk of the Independents, and energize the Republicans.” [Op-ed, Jayne Carroll, Hillsboro Argus, 11/15/11] 

Walked Fine Line with Tea Party Voters and Moderate Positions 

In 2011, Cornilles had to attract Tea Party voters without changing his moderate positioning as a self-described Hatfield/Packwood Republican. [Editorial, Forest Grove News Times, 11/16/11]
Tried to Convince GOP He was One of them Without Appearing Extremist 

In 2011, Cornilles tried to convince the GOP that he was one of them without appearing to Democrats not to be an unrealistic extremist. Cornilles was running in the face of the  Oregon Republican Party, which experienced problems when the religious right called the shots, insisting on rigidly anti-abortion and anti-homosexual candidates. The Daily Astorian editorial read “Cornilles spent a lot of time trying to convince GOP voters that he was one of them while appearing to Democrats not to be an unrealistic extremist.” [Daily Astorian, 11/15/11]
Republicans Could Have Edge in Voter Turnout 

In 2011, Jeff Mapes reported that Republicans could have the edge in voter turnout. He wrote that Republicans turned out in higher percentages, 44 percent compared to 42.7 percent for the Democrats, according to figures from the Oregon Secretary of State. However, given the Democratic edge in the 1st Congressional District, this turnout differential doesn’t say much about who will win the Jan. 31 special election. 

He speculated that Republicans were more interested in voting in 2012 than Democrats.  The GOP advantage is more modest than the five-point advantage they had in Oregon in 2010, but it is an encouraging statistic for them as they head into 2012. [Blog, Oregonian, 11/11/11] 

Cornilles at a Disadvantage in Oregon Special Election 

In 2011, it was reported that Cornilles started out at a disadvantage in the Oregon special election. An editorial read that “he lost to Democrat Wu by 13 percentage points in 2010, despite the Republican surge that year and despite an early trickle of allegations about Wu’s peculiar behavior (the well-known photo of Wu wearing a tiger suit surfaced before the election). Democrats have an edge in voter registration in the 1st District, which stretches from the western neighborhoods of Portland to the Oregon Coast, and have held the seat since Les AuCoin was elected in 1974.” [Editorial, Register-Guard, 11/10/11] 
Cornilles Needed to Add More Depth to Answers; Called “quick and over-confident in his knowledge” 

In 2011, the Oregonian editorial board said “Cornilles, meanwhile, has to add more depth and political savvy to his campaign. He still sometimes comes across as glib, offering too-smooth, it’s-as-simple-as-that answers to complicated issues such as education reform or cutting federal spending and reducing the deficit. Cornilles quick and over-confident in his knowledge.” [Editorial, Oregonian, 11/9/11] 
Claimed 97% of Fundraising Came from Oregon, Not Washington DC

In 2011, it was reported that Cornilles was asked by a constituent in a radio interview how he would stand up to Republican leadership when offered deals to support their efforts. Cornilles responded that he “remember[s] who I’m representing. I’m not running for John Boehner, I’m running for people like you, Betty. This is why 97% of my fundraising is coming from within the state of Oregon, not special interests, not lobbyists from Washington DC.” [Oregon Public Radio, Think Out Loud, 15:00, 10/28/11]
Said He Would Not be a “98% Voter” with His Party 

In 2011, it was reported that in a radio interview, Cornilles was asked how much support he had received from Republican groups, and responded that he believed GOP leadership understood that he was running in an “eclectic district,” and that “for someone to be a 98% voter with their party, like some of my Democrat opponents are in the state legislature, or like my previous opponent Mr. Wu was in Congress, if I’m a 98 percenter, I’ll be the Republican version of David Wu and I don’t think that’s healthy for this district and I think the Republican leadership understands that as well.” [Oregon Public Radio, Think Out Loud, 13:50,  10/28/11]
Said He Wasn’t Running for Republican Party, but for a “People” 

In 2011, it was reported that in a radio interview, when asked where he saw himself within the Republican Party, Cornilles said, “I’m not running for a party, I’m running for a people.” [Oregon Public Radio, Think Out Loud, 12:15,  10/28/11]
Graduated from Brigham Young University


In a 2011 candidate guide by The Oregonian, it was reported that Cornilles received his Bachelor of Arts degree from Brigham Young University. He also went to Newberg High School. [The Oregonian, accessed 10/31/11]

Said He Wasn’t a Career Politician and Opposed Political Games 

In 2011, Cornilles said he was not a career politician and political games wouldn’t solve problems. “I am a proven career-builder, not a career politician. If you think Oregon would be well served to send more of the same to Washington D.C., my opponents offer you another chance to send a partisan to Congress who will be eager to vote for a party rather than a people. If you believe, as I, that today’s political games are not going to solve our growing unemployment and economic problems, and that it’s time to elect new leaders, I humbly ask for your vote. Let’s elevate our expectations of what our representatives in Congress should be.” [The Oregonian, accessed 10/31/11]

Cornilles Claim: “I don’t believe the extreme on either side is the answer” 

In 2011, Cornilles claimed he did not believe in the extreme on either side of the answer. “I think I share your feeling that we need a sense of responsibility, people need to be responsible for their actions. Those who don’t play by the rules need to be held responsible for it, those who are working hard and we’ve seen a lot of those people in this economy who need some additional assistance either to start a business or to keep a business afloat, those people also need fair consideration. I don’t believe the extreme on either side is the answer.” [Lektro, 26:17, 10/27/11]
Oregonian Editorial Board: Hoped to See “Some More Detailed Ideas From Cornilles”

In 2011, the Oregonian wrote that they hoped to see “some more detailed ideas from Cornilles.” [Editorial, Oregonian, 11/2/11]
Cornilles: “that’s the only thing I’ll say today that’s not true” 

When talking about Game Face and his work with professional sports teams Cornilles said “Some of you may know I started my career working in the professional sports world. Worked for an NBA basketball team, power forward, that’s the only thing I’ll say today that’s not true.” [Westside Economic Alliance Candidate Forum, Part 1, 7:35, 10/27/11]  
Cornilles Declined to be Specific  

In 2011, although Cornilles said he favored retooling the Dodd-Frank Wall Street regulation bill he “declined to be specific about aspects he’d revise.” [Oregon Public Broadcasting, 10/26/11] 

Jim Greenfield was Cornilles’ Only Serious Challenger in the GOP Primary

In 2011, it was reported that Jim Greenfield was Cornilles’ only serious challenger in the GOP primary. Cornilles reported $505,556 in contributions, he spent $101,295. Greenfield told the News-Times he is loaning his campaign $100,000. Cornilles received large donation from Nike Founder Phil Knight, Stimson Lumber CEO Andrew Miller, former U.S Sen. Bob Packwood and former Oregon Gov. Victor G. Atiyeh. [Portland Tribune, 10/19/11] 

Cornilles Had Thin Platform 

In 2011, the Willamette Weekly endorsed Cornilles in the Republican primary, but said his “platform is thin.” [Editorial, Willamette Weekly, 10/19/11]

Criticized for Failing to be a True Conservative 

At a forum in 2011, Cornilles failed to attend, but was attacked by his opponent for failing to be a true conservative. “And though Cornilles did not attend, Greenfield used the opportunity to take jabs at his Republican primary challenger, whom he called a ‘nice guy, a moderate.’  Greenfield said he was the only true fiscal conservative running and criticized Cornilles for not publicly taking a pledge not to raise taxes.” [Daily Astorian, 10/17/11] 

Refused to Sign No Tax Pledge or Repeal of Federal Health-Care Law 

In 2011, it was reported that Cornilles refused to sign the no-tax pledge or vow to repeal the new federal health-care law. [Editorial, Forest Grove News-Times, 10/19/11] 

Said He was Not a Career Politician 

In 2011, Cornilles received the Oregonian endorsement in the primary and said his career experience meant he was not a typical politician. Cornilles, of Tualatin, is the founder and president of Game Face, a five-employee sports consulting and training company. He has never held public office but has served on several community boards, including Virginia Garcia health centers, Special Olympics of Oregon and the Oregon League of Minority Voters. Cornilles argues that voters in the district are tired of candidates on “the typical career track,” and that a businessman with community experience can speak to their concerns. [Editorial, Oregonian, 10/15/11]
Headline: Blasted by his own party - ‘He’s not a real Republican’
In 2011, Cornilles faced intense scrutiny from fellow Republicans about his conservative credentials. His Republican opponents said he was not a real conservative. “I’m a fiscally conservative Republican,” he said. However, both of his primary opponents disagreed. Jim Greenfield said he wanted an aggressive approach to cut the national debt. “He’s not a real Republican,” Greenfield said. Greenfield cited Cornilles’s refusal to sign pledges to not raise taxes or to repeal the federal health care law. “Every single Republican in Congress voted against Obamacare, so Rob Cornilles is clearly out of touch with Republicans on that,” he said.

Republican candidate Lisa Michaels agreed and said Republicans shouldn’t look to Cornilles to limit government and cut taxes. “If you want to elect somebody, you need to elect somebody who is a rock solid conservative,” she said. Both Republicans expressed concerns that conservatives would not be motivated by Cornilles as the party’s nominee. [KATU.com, 10/13/11]

Said He Wasn’t Running Against Obama 

In 2011, Cornilles said he was not running against Obama and didn’t talk about him much on the campaign trail. “I’m not running against President Obama,” Cornilles said. “I’m running for a district that hasn’t had a champion in Congress for years.” [Politico, 11/14/11]

Attacked By Right for Failing to Support No Tax Pledge and Health Care Repeal 

At a 2011 forum, Cornilles fended off attacks from the right. Cornilles was attacked by Jim Greenfield for not signing the no-new-taxes pledge offered by Grover Norquist’s Americans for Tax Reform. “I have signed the no-new- tax pledge. Rob Cornilles has not,” Greenfield said, adding he’s also signed a pledge to repeal the Affordable Care Act, which Cornilles won’t do. “Maybe Rob should run in the Democratic primary.” Lisa Michaels, a Beaverton marketing consultant, piled on with Greenfield. “I’m a conservative. Jim’s a conservative. Rob is not,” Michaels said. [Forest Grove News-Times 10/12/11] 

Said He Didn’t Sign Other Peoples Pledges and Defended Stance on Health Care Reform 

At a 2011 forum, Cornilles fended off attacks from the right. He said he didn’t sign other people’s pledges and would work to reform President Obama’s health care bill instead of getting caught up in the “game” of voting to repeal it in full. [Forest Grove News-Times 10/12/11]

Was in DC at Event in 2011 Held at the Republican National Campaign Committee

In 2011, it was reported by Oregon Capitol News that Cornilles was scheduled to make a DC appearance with a stop at the Business Coalition for Fair Competition. The event was held at the Republican National Campaign Committee offices. The Business Coalition for Fair Competition was a policy advocacy group that “promotes the utilization of and reliance upon the private sector by government at all levels and that eliminates unfair government-sponsored competition with private, for profit enterprise, including small business.” [Oregon Capitol News, 10/5/11] 
Said No One from DC Asked Him to Run for Congress 

In a 2011 radio show Cornilles said people should trust him because no one from DC asked him to run for Congress.  Cornilles said, “So why they should trust me? Is because I wasn’t groomed for this position. And you know Anne, nobody asked me from Washington D.C. would I run. No one approached me ten years ago and said Rob ‘we’re going to put you on the career track to run for congress someday but you got to do this and then that, you’ve got to return this favor for us. You scratch our back, we’ll scratch yours.” [Ann Samuelson’s radio show, Part 1, 13:03, Posted 9/23/11]
Announced Running for Congress July 2009, Met with National Republican Party

In July 2009, Cornilles announced he was running for congress.  He met with representatives from the National Republican Party to discuss his prospects and criticized Representative David Wu for the fiscal policies of Democrats in Congress. 

Wu, Cornilles said, “is contributing to a spending spree right now that is racking up a debt and a deficit that is going to adversely affect our community for years to come.”  [Oregonian, 7/15/09] 
Claimed He was Not Political 

In 2011, Cornilles said he did not come from a political background. “I don’t come from the political background. I don’t know how to play the political games and don’t know how to get to the edge of brinkmanship. But I do know how to get stuff done. And I know how to work with people of varying backgrounds – economical, educational, ethnic backgrounds – and I’ve demonstrated that in my career.” [Daily Astorian, 9/23/11]

Hired Anne Ostrom as New Campaign Manager
In 2011, Cornilles hired Mary Anne Ostrom as his new campaign manager. “Mary Anne Ostrom, a former tech and political reporter for the San Jose Mercury News and most recently director of media affairs for Meg Whitman for Governor 2010.” [Politico, 10/5/11] 

The Special Election in Oregon Leaned More Democratic Than New York Special 

The Oregonian reported that Wu’s old district leans more towards Democrats than New York. 

“At this point, according to the Cook Political Report, Wu’s old district leans slightly more to the Democrats than does the open New York Congressional seat.  Cook rates the Oregon seat as favoring Democrats by eight points, compared to the five-point Democratic lean in New York.” [Blog, Oregonian, 9/9/11]
Democratic Edge in OR-01; Cornilles Lost By 12 Percentage Points in 2010, a Strong Republican Year

In 2011, it was reported that OR-01 had a Democratic registration edge and Wu defeated Cornilles by more than 12 percentage points when the two went head-to-head in 2010, which was a strong Republican year. [Blog, Oregonian, 10/3/11] 

Jim Greenfield Announced Run Against Rob Cornilles 

In August 2011, Jim Greenfield announced that he was putting together a team to take on Rob Cornilles. Greenfield got 34 percent of the vote in his attempt to unseat Wu in 2002. [Columbian, 8/11/11]
Received Oregonian Endorsement in 2010

In 2010, Cornilles received the endorsement of the Oregonian, noting that voters seeking a “new, more-consistent presence in Congress should choose Cornilles.” The paper also wrote that he had “no government experience at any level and will have to deepen his knowledge of many issues facing the district.” [Oregonian, Editorial, 9/26/10]

Willamette Weekly: Cornilles had Thin Platform 

In October 2011, the Willamette Weekly endorsed Cornilles in the Republican primary, but said his “platform is thin.” [Willamette Weekly, Editorial, 10/19/11]

Hosted $1,000-$2,500 Fundraiser for Mitt Romney’s Presidential Campaign

In June 2011, Cornilles was listed on a fundraiser invitation for Mitt Romney’s 2012 presidential campaign. The fundraiser was held at “one of the city’s most striking residences: the 7,800-square-foot West Hills villa of John Bradley, owner of R&H Construction.” Tickets costs least $1,000 per person and a reception and photo opportunity was available for $2,500. [Associated Press, 7/08/11; The Oregonian, 6/09/11]
2007: Wife Gave $250 to Mitt Romney

There are no federal campaign contributions for Robert Cornilles. But his wife Allison gave Mitt Romney for President $250 in 2007. His wife was listed as an executive assistant at Game Face, Inc. [fec.gov]         
2010: Claimed to Not Take Money from the Republican Party…Did Not Want to Be Beholden

In 2010, Cornilles claimed to not take campaign contributions from the Republican Party saying, “…there are many Republican candidates around the country who have taken money from the Republican Party, I have not. Because I do not want to be beholden to them.” [Yamhill Candidate Forum, 10/9/10]
2011: Cornilles Received Thousands from National Republican Leadership

On October 18, 2011, Rep. Vern Buchanan’s Vote to Elect Republicans Now PAC gave Cornilles a $250 donation. Buchanan was listed as the Vice Chairman of finance for the National Republican Congressional Committee. 

On October 24, 2011 Cornilles received $2,000 from Pete Sessions For Congress. Sessions is the Chairman of the National Republican Congressional Committee. 

On October 6, 2011, Cornilles received $5,000 from Eric Cantor’s PAC Every Republican Is Crucial. [FEC, Cornilles for Congress, Filed 10/27/11; FEC, Cornilles For Congress, filed 10/25/11; NRCC, accessed 10/31/11]
2010: Cornilles Received Money from National Republicans and Sessions 


In 2010, Cornilles received $2,500 from Rep. Sessions’ PAC, and $5,000 from the National Republican Congressional Committee. [Open Secrets, accessed 10/18/11; Open Secrets, accessed 10/18/11; FEC, National Republican Congressional Committee, 9/22/10] 
Cornilles: I’m Not Running Against President Obama.” 
In October 2011, Cornilles said “I’m not running against President Obama,” and did not talk about him much on the campaign trail. [Politico, 10/13/11]

Refused to Speak About Wu Following Resignation

Following Congressman Wu’s resignation, Cornilles refused to speak about him saying, “While I certainly feel for the congressman and his kids. I think the greatest thing about his resignation is that we don’t have to talk about him anymore.” [The Oregonian, 8/05/11]
Portrayed as a Centrist Candidate

In August 2011, the Lewiston Morning Tribune called Cornilles “an unabashedly centrist candidate.” [Lewiston Morning Tribune, 8/15/11]
At the 2011 Dorchester conference Cornilles “argued that Republicans need to embrace moderate candidates to win statewide and congressional offices.” He said, “I’m a Republican realist, cognizant of one, unavoidable truth: we live in Oregon. It’s different here.” [Associated Press, 3/06/11]
Political Career – 2010 Congressional Race

	Significant Findings

· Won 4-Way Primary Election with 41 Percent of Vote

· Lost General Election by 12 Percentage Points

· Reached NRCC “Young Gun” Status 

· Endorsed by The Oregonian, Willamette Weekly, and Daily Astorian 

· Promised Not to Just Follow Republican Party Orders




Cornilles was highly touted by the National Republican Congressional Committee in 2010 reaching “Young Gun” status, the highest of their three tiered recruitment program. Despite being endorsed by a number of papers including The Oregonian and the Willamette Weekly which noted “he’s actually created jobs in Oregon,” Cornilles lost the general election to incumbent Congressman David Wu by 12 percentage points.

July 2009: Announced Running for Congress, Met with National Republican Party

In July 2009, Cornilles announced he was running for congress. He met with representatives from the National Republican Party to discuss his prospects and criticized Representative David Wu for the fiscal policies of Democrats in Congress. 

Wu, Cornilles said, “is contributing to a spending spree right now that is racking up a debt and a deficit that is going to adversely affect our community for years to come.” [The Oregonian, 7/15/09] 
Won 4-Way Primary Election with 41 Percent of Vote

Cornilles won the 2010 Republican primary with 41 percent of the vote. The table below shows the results of the election:

	Candidate

	Votes
	Percentage

	Rob Cornilles
	21,441
	41.07%

	Douglas Fitzgerald Keller
	14,785
	28.32%

	John Kuzmanich
	14,464
	27.71%

	Stephan Andrew Brodhead
	1,213
	2.32%

	Miscellaneous
	299
	0.57%


[Oregon Secretary of State, Primary Election Abstract of Votes, 5/18/10]
Lost General Election by 12 Percentage Points

Cornilles lost the 2010 general election to incumbent Democrat David Wu by 12 percentage points. The table below shows the results of the election:

	Candidate
	Votes
	Percentage

	David Wu (DEM)
	160,357
	54.75%

	Rob Cornilles (REP)
	122,858
	41.94%

	Don LaMunyon (CON)
	3,855
	1.32%

	Chris Henry (PGP)
	2,955
	1.01%

	H Joe Tabor (LBT)
	2,492
	0.85%

	Miscellaneous
	392
	0.13%


[Oregon Secretary of State, Primary Election Abstract of Votes, 11/02/10]

September 2010: Reached NRCC “Young Gun” Status 

In September 2010, Cornilles reached the highest level, “Young Gun,” of the National Republican Congressional Committee’s three-tiered candidate recruitment program. [National Republican Congressional Committee Press Release, 9/30/10]
February 2010: Elevated to “Contender” Status

In February 2010, Cornilles was elevated to the send tier of the Young Gun program, “Contender” status. [Politico, 2/08/10]
2010 General Election: Endorsed by The Oregonian 

In September 2010 The Oregonian endorsed Cornilles writing, “Northwest Oregon voters looking for a new direction for the 1st District, in Washington and the world, have a strong opportunity in Rob Cornilles.” The paper also criticized then Congressman Wu for not becoming a more “prominent force in the Capitol” after serving for 12 years. [The Oregonian, 9/26/10]
Also Endorsed by The Oregonian for the 2010 Primary

In May 2010, The Oregonian endorsed Cornilles in the Republican primary election writing that he was “more politically polished than the other GOP hopefuls and is part of the National Republican Congressional Committee’s Young Guns program.” [The Oregonian, 5/02/10]
Endorsed by the Willamette Weekly, the Portland Tribune, and the News-Times
According to the Portland Examiner, during the 2010 election Cornilles was endorsed by many local papers including the Portland Tribune, the News-Times, and the Willamette Weekly, which wrote, “Like every candidate this season, Cornilles talks a big game about job creation. But here’s one difference—he’s actually created jobs in Oregon and elsewhere. We found him smart and studied…” [Portland Examiner, 5/14/10]
Daily Astorian Endorsed Opponent

In October 2010, the Daily Astorian endorsed Cornilles’ opponent, incumbent Democrat David Wu, writing that while Cornilles was the “most credible and aggressive opponent” Wu had faced in his political career, and there was “no tangible reason to replace David Wu.” [Daily Astorian, 10/11/10]
Endorsed by Nike Co-Founder

During the 2010 campaign, “Nike co-founder and chairman Phil Knight personally endorsed Cornilles.” He also received contributions from the company’s political action committee as well as “a handful of its top executives.” [Politico, 4/26/11]
Received Financial Support from Columbia Sportswear President and CEO

In 2010, The Oregonian reported that Tim Boyle, Columbia Sportswear president and chief executive office, supported Cornilles’ campaign and contributed money to his effort. [The Oregonian, 9/11/10]
Objected to Opponent’s Use of Franked Mail

In August 2010, Cornilles criticized then incumbent Congressman Wu’s use of franked mail claiming Wu had sent out five mailings since May 2010 with campaign overtones. Cornilles said, “I don’t believe it is communication. It’s campaigning.” [The Oregonian, 8/23/10]
In a statement Cornilles said, “If David Wu actually was an effective representative over the last 12 years, he would not have to resort to spending his constituents’ money to make his case for re-election.” [Daily Astorian, 8/25/10]
Stopped Short of Pledging Not to Use Franked Mailings

Despite criticizing Wu’s use of franked mail, Cornilles did not “make any firm pledges not to do similar mailings if elected.” Cornilles said he would “communicate what I am attempting to do and am successful in accomplishing for Oregon.” [The Oregonian, 8/23/10]
Promised Family Would Not Move to DC 

In September 2010, Cornilles told the Portland Examiner one condition his wife had was she would be staying in Oregon and not moving to DC should he win election to Congress. [Portland Examiner, 9/30/10]
Promised Not to Just Follow Republican Party Orders

In August 2010, Cornilles told a town hall meeting he would not be a Republican who just followed orders. He said, “If you expect me to vote with the Republican Party 97 percent plus of the time, I’m probably going to disappoint.” [Daily Astorian, 8/25/10]
Criticized Opponent for Voting with Leadership 98 Percent of the Time

At a Republican candidate forum in March 2010, Cornilles criticized then incumbent Congressman David Wu for voting “more than 98% of the time with the Speaker of the House who represents San Francisco, Nancy Pelosi.” [9/12 Candidate Forum, 3/18/10]
Promised to Read Every Bill

At a Republican candidate forum in March 2010 Cornilles promised to read every bill before voting to support it. He said, “I’ll read the bills, if I’m going to vote yes on them. If I’m going to vote no, because I’m 20 pages into it and know that it’s not good for America, and not good for Oregonians, I don’t see the purpose of reading the next thousand pages.” [9/12 Candidate Forum, 3/18/10]
Opposed Term Limits

During an April 2010 Republican candidate forum Cornilles sympathized with supporters of term limits saying, “They feel like that these candidates or these elected officials are already a shoe in because they’re the incumbent and because they have all the special interest money rolling into them.” However, he opposed enacting term limits explaining, “…if I’m producing positive results for my employees, for my clients, for my customers, why would I want to limit my access to them? Why would they want that access to be limited?” [Political Roundtable Discussion, KUIK Radio Portland, 4/16/10]
Political Career – Extremist
	Significant Findings

· Called Himself “The Original Tea Party Candidate” 

· Received $2,500 From Koch Industries PAC

· Endorsed by FreedomWorks




Cornilles has a history of appealing to the extremist wing of the Republican Party. During his 2010 campaign Cornilles called himself the “original Tea Party candidate” and encouraged people to join the movement. He also received campaign contributions and assistance from radical groups such as Koch Industries which wants to abolish Social Security and FreedomWorks whose founder opposed Medicare.
Would “Certainly Side with the GOP Bloc”

In 2012, the Daily Astorian reported that Cornilles tried to claim he was not ideologically driven by the tea party, but he would “certainly side with the GOP bloc.” He was also conservative on social issues such as abortion.  [Editorial, Astorian, 1/10/12] 

Tried Portray Self as “Independent” after dubbing himself “The Original Tea Party Candidate”

In 2011, Politico reported that Cornilles tried to portray himself as a “independent” after dubbing himself “the original tea party candidate.”

“Democrats are also likely to jump on Cornilles for portraying himself as an ‘independent’ after dubbing himself ‘the original tea party candidate’ during his 2010 challenge to Rep. David Wu.” [Blog, Politico, 10/26/11] 

2011: Avoided Tea Party-Type Rhetoric 

In 2011, Cornilles avoided Tea Party-type rhetoric and said he would not vote in lockstep with his party. [Oregonian, 10/25/11]
Branded Himself as the “Original Tea Party Candidate”

In 2010, Cornilles branded himself as the “original tea party candidate.” [Politico, 11/14/11]

Asked How Closely He Affiliated Self with Tea Party – Said He Didn’t Know What Tea Party Meant 

In 2011, Cornilles was asked how closely he affiliated himself with the Tea Party. He said, “Well, I really don’t know what we mean when we say Tea Party quite frankly. If we mean that the Tea Party is made up of individuals who decided to get up off the couch and actually hold their elected officials accountable, who decided to do more than just yell at the TV and…become active and involved in the political process, then I think everybody who is paying attention right now is a part of that movement.” [News Channel 8, KGW.com, 4:55, 10/15/11]
Said He Wanted to Motivate Oregon Tea Party and AFP

In 2011, Cornilles gave a speech at the Dorchester Founder’s event and said he wanted to motivate grassroots organizations like the Oregon Tea Party and AFP. “Is our behavior motivating young or new Republicans to wholeheartedly join worthwhile, grassroots organizations like the Oregon Tea Party and AFP?  Are we, the leaders of the Republican Party, acting in such a way that, as William F. Buckley said, ‘the most conservative candidates that are electable’ would want to throw their life in the blender and run as an ‘R’?” [The Dorchester Founder’s Speech by Rob Cornilles, Accessed 4/4/11]
Said He Appreciated the Leadership of Oregon Tea Party

At a 9/12 Project candidate forum in 2010, Cornilles said that he had been attending Tea Party meetings for “months and months and months and I appreciate their passion and their leadership…” [9/12 Project candidate forum, 3/18/10]

Cornilles Called Himself “The Original Tea Party Candidate”
In 2010, Cornilles called himself “the original Tea Party candidate” because he had been running the longest of any candidate running in Oregon and epitomized Tea Party values. [Executive Club forum, 5/5/10]

Appreciated the Leadership of Oregon Tea Party

At a 9/12 Project candidate forum in 2010, Cornilles said that he had been attending Tea Party meetings for “months and months and months and I appreciate their passion and their leadership…” [9/12 Project candidate forum, 3/18/10]

Called Himself “The Original Tea Party Candidate” 
In 2010, Cornilles called himself “the original Tea Party candidate” because he had been running the longest of any candidate running in Oregon and epitomized Tea Party values. [Executive Club forum, 5/05/10]

Previously Claimed There Was No Such Thing as a Tea Party Candidate

In April 2010, Cornilles told the Washington County Public Affairs Forum, “…there is no such thing as the tea party candidate. There is no such thing as the tea party leader. That’s the beauty of that movement.” [Washington County Public Affairs Forum, 4/26/10]
Cornilles: I’m Part of the Tea Party Movement

In March 2010, Cornilles told Populations TV show, “I’m part of the Tea Party movement…” arguing that it was comprised of people who became political active. [Populations TV Show, 3/23/10]
Said He Wanted to Motivate Oregon Tea Party and AFP

In 2011, Cornilles gave a speech at the Dorchester Founder’s event and said he wanted to motivate grassroots organizations like the Oregon Tea Party and AFP. He said:

 Is our behavior motivating young or new Republicans to wholeheartedly join worthwhile, grassroots organizations like the Oregon Tea Party and AFP?  Are we, the leaders of the Republican Party, acting in such a way that, as William F. Buckley said, “the most conservative candidates that are electable” would want to throw their life in the blender and run as an “R?” [The Dorchester Founder’s Speech by Rob Cornilles, Accessed 4/04/11]
Received $2,500 from Koch Industries PAC

In 2010, Cornilles received a $2,500 donation from the Koch Industries political action committee. [CQ Moneyline, accessed 9/15/11]

David Koch Pledged to Abolish Social Security

“In 1980, David Koch ran for vice president on the Libertarian ticket, pledging to abolish Social Security, the Federal Reserve System, welfare, minimum wage laws and federal agencies -- including the Department of Energy, the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Central Intelligence Agency.” [Bloomberg, 10/02/11]
Koch Financed Groups Advocate for the Privatization of Social Security

“Charles and David Koch are not newcomers to the right-wing ideological movement. […] For decades, the vast Koch wealth financed and built the rightwing movement in America. […] Koch-financed groups such as the Cato Institute, Heritage, and Americans for Prosperity advocate for the partial privatization of Social Security.” [Center for American Progress, 4/11]
Koch Industries Sold Millions Worth of Petrochemical Equipment to Iran

“A Bloomberg Markets investigation has found that Koch Industries -- in addition to being involved in improper payments to win business in Africa, India and the Middle East -- has sold millions of dollars of petrochemical equipment to Iran, a country the U.S. identifies as a sponsor of global terrorism. […] Internal company documents show that the company made those sales through foreign subsidiaries, thwarting a U.S. trade ban.” [Bloomberg, 10/02/11]
Endorsed by FreedomWorks

In June 2010, FreedomWorks PAC endorsed Cornilles calling him a “Champion of Freedom.” [FreedomWorks PAC Press Release via Business Wire, 6/17/10]
Received Campaign Assistance from FreedomWorks

In October 2010, FreedomWorks spent almost $1,400 on door hangers and bumper stickers to support Cornilles, according to independent expenditure filings with the FEC. [fec.gov]

FreedomWorks Chairman Armey Wanted “No Part” of Medicare
FreedomWorks Chairman Dick Armey basically called for the abolition of Medicare, saying, Medicare is “a program I would have no part of in a free world.” 

The Chicago Tribune reported: “House Majority Leader Richard Armey told reporters Monday that he ‘deeply resents the fact that when I’m 65 I must enroll in Medicare.’ While the Texas Republican made it clear he backed GOP arguments that Medicare must be restructured to keep it solvent into the next century, he maintained that one element of his party’s small-government vision included ‘trying to allow people to re-learn the lessons of freedom, and they’re scary lessons.’ He characterized the GOP challenge as combating ‘60 years of a government that has done nothing but teach the lessons of dependence,’ and said that, speaking only for himself, he believed Medicare was ‘a program I would have no part of in a free world.’” [Chicago Tribune, 7/11/95] 

Dick Armey, Co-Chair of FreedomWorks, Advocates Flat Tax
FreedomWorks co-chairman, Dick Armey, advocated for a flat tax. 

Accounting Today reported: “Both Armey and former presidential contender Steve Forbes, president and chief executive of publishing empire Forbes Inc., advocated the flat tax. The flat tax would be ‘liberating in its simplicity,’ Armey said, and he would start by scrapping the current code. All income - business and individual - would be taxed only once and at one rate. A personal exemption would be granted so that every family could cover their expenses before paying the government. All deductions and credits are eliminated under the Armey plan. There would be no breaks for special interests or tax shelters or tax tables or depreciation schedules, and all Americans would be treated equally, according to Armey. The yearly total of eight billion pages of forms from the IRS would be eliminated, and replaced with one post card per taxpayer. ‘Income minus the personal exemption times the rate equals tax liability - that’s it,’ said Armey. [Accounting Today, 06/20/05]
Issues – Federal Budget and Entitlement Programs
	Significant Findings

· Supported Private Options for Medicare and Social Security 

· Would Cut Social Security and Medicare Before Trimming Defense

· Cornilles: We Had to Raise the Debt Ceiling for the Good of the Country

· Supported Balanced Budget Amendment…But Not Immediately
· Supported Earmarks…Then Opposed Earmarks

· Flip-Flopped on Timber Payments




In 2011, Cornilles supported private options for both Social Security and Medicare. Previously, Cornilles said he would cut Social Security and Medicare before trimming the defense budget. He claims to support a balanced budget amendment to the Constitution but wanted to cut slowly to avoid losing $1.3 trillion in services immediately. Cornilles supported raising the debt ceiling saying, “I think we had to do it for the good of the country.” During his 2010 primary campaign, Cornilles faced so much criticism for supporting earmarks that he switched positions to oppose them.
Would Work to Phase in Balanced Budget Amendment 

In 2011, Cornilles issued a “Cornilles Commitment” claiming he would “work to phase in a Balanced Budget Amendment.” [CornillesCommitment.com, accessed 12/8/11] 
Said Congress Should Provide Stability in Funding Debates 

In 2011, it was report that Cornilles called for Congress to provide stability, and framed his argument in terms with his own experience as a small-business owner. He said stability would allow for confidence in hiring and investing.

“Continuing resolutions that they pass, the temporary tax policy they debate. It’s not good to get long term job growth in this country,” says Cornilles. [Oregon Public Broadcasting, 12/14/11]

Criticized House Republicans for Economically Damaging Fight Over Raising Debt Limit
In 2011, criticized House Republicans for the economically damaging fight over raising the debt limit. He said House Republicans should have been able to reach a deal with President Barack Obama on a deficit reduction package. [The Oregonian, 11/9/11]

Supported Balanced Budget Amendment-Expressed Concern Over Immediate Enactment 

At a forum Cornilles opposed a balanced budget amendment. “The question is about a balanced budget amendment, let me explain, there’s a lot of talk in Washington DC about creating a balanced budget amendment, that means there would be an amendment to the Constitution which would require the federal government, just like our state government has to do, it would require the federal government to only spend as much as you bring in. Right now we don’t have that requirement on the federal level, that’s why we have these deficits that we’re running each and every year.” 

He went on to say “I support a balanced budget amendment, the problem with a balanced budget amendment, if we enacted it immediately is, if you remember we’re in a 1.3 trillion dollar deficit this year, and if it’s a law that you can’t spend more than you can bring in, we’d have to cut 1.3 trillion dollars of services…We have to slowly work to a balanced budget. That’s my proposal, I think it’s a fair way and I also think it’s a measured way so as not create so much hurt across the country.” [West View High School Forum, Part 1, 00:31, 10/17/11]

Said He Would Have Voted to Raise Debt Ceiling  

In a 2011 radio interview, Cornilles said the debt ceiling had to be raised because America had to pay its bills. Cornilles said, “As it relates to the current debt ceiling crisis as they called it, you know the fact is we should have never gotten to that point. Why did we have to raise the debt ceiling? It’s because we borrow money we don’t have… And for those who might argue that we shouldn’t have raised the debt ceiling, well no one will ever know for certain because we actually did it, some would argue that we should not have done it and we would have been able to pay our bills anyways. I do not subscribe to that thinking. I think we had to do it for the good of the country.” [Ann Samuelson’s radio show, Part 2, 8:40, Posted 9/23/11]

Supported Balanced Budget Amendment 

In 2011, columnist Dave Lister wrote that Cornilles supported a balanced-budget amendment, but recognizes that Draconian spending cuts can’t happen overnight. [Columnist, Dave Lister, Oregonian, 9/29/11] 
Said Solution to Debt Crisis was Growing Private Sector 

In 2011, columnist Dave Lister wrote that Cornilles said the debt crisis would not be solved without growing the private sector. “Until we get people back to work so there’s less dependence on government services, we are going to have to continue to borrow money we don’t have. This is a pivotal period that requires more than a Republican or a Democrat. It requires proven career builders, not proven career politicians.” [Columnist, Dave Lister, Oregonian, 9/29/11]

Supported a Private Option for Medicare

In 2011, Cornilles said he supported a “hybrid” approach of giving seniors a choice between the existing system and a private option in relation to the Republican budget plan. [The Oregonian, 10/11/11]
Supported Private Option for Social Security

When asked about the Ryan Plan, Cornilles said, “Right now there’s two plans, essentially, one is to let Social Security go bankrupt by doing nothing, by allowing it to just continue on its present course. And the other is to take it totally private. I think that somewhere in between, I think you create an opportunity rather to allow people more choice.” [Pacific University Candidate Forum, 31:54, 10/09/11]
Would Cut Social Security and Medicare Before Trimming Defense

In 2010, Cornilles said that he would cut spending on entitlement programs such as Social Security and Medicare before trimming the defense budget. [Daily Astorian, 1/21/10]
Supported Cutting Waste from Social Security and Medicare

During the 2010 campaign, The Oregonian reported that Cornilles “said the nation’s huge entitlement programs --Social Security and Medicare --should be scrubbed of waste.” [The Oregonian, 11/03/10]
Supported Entitlement Reforms to Save Money

During a September 2010 debate, The Oregonian reported that Cornilles said he would “push for reforms to key programs such as Social Security and Medicare to save money and that he would advocate for a less-volatile funding model.” [The Oregonian, 9/11/10]
Cornilles: We Had to Raise the Debt Ceiling for the Good of the Country

During a September 2011 radio interview, Cornilles supported raising the debt ceiling. He said, “…some would argue that we should not have done it and we would have been able to pay our bills anyways. I do not subscribe to that thinking. I think we had to do it for the good of the country.”
Cornilles also criticized the need to raise the debt ceiling saying, “Why did we have to raise the debt ceiling? It’s because we borrow money we don’t have.” [Ann Samuelson’s radio show, Part 2, 8:40, Posted 9/23/11]
Supported Balanced Budget Amendment…But Not Immediately
At an October 2011 forum, Cornilles supported a balanced budget amendment to the Constitution but expressed concern over the cuts that would be required to implement immediately. He said:

I support a balanced budget amendment, the problem with a balanced budget amendment, if we enacted it immediately is, if you remember we’re in a 1.3 trillion dollar deficit this year, and if it’s a law that you can’t spend more than you can bring in, we’d have to cut 1.3 trillion dollars of services…We have to slowly work to a balanced budget. That’s my proposal, I think it’s a fair way and I also think it’s a measured way so as not create so much hurt across the country. [West View High School Forum, Part 1, 00:31, 10/17/11]

2010: Promised to Fight for a Balanced Budget
In August 2010, Cornilles promised on his campaign website to “fight for a balanced budget.” It read, “As a representative of Oregon, I will weigh fiscal decisions the same way I do for my company and family: use commonsense approaches, fight for a balanced budget, and responsible, sustainable spending.” [cornillesforcongress.com via archive.org, 8/30/10]
Pledge to Work Towards Balanced Budget and Entitlement Reform

In November 2010, Cornilles pledged to “work towards a balanced budget that includes entitlement reform.” [Portland Examiner, 11/02/10]
Guest Columnist: Cornilles Supported Balanced Budget Amendment 

In 2011, Oregonian guest columnist Dave Lister wrote that Cornilles supported a balanced-budget amendment. [Guest Columnist, Dave Lister, The Oregonian, 9/29/11] 
Supported Earmarks…
In March 2010, Cornilles supported earmarks saying, “…if you’re asking me if I will fight to bring Oregon taxpayer money back to serve the interests of Oregonians, you bet I will. And I will not apologize for that, as long as it has a federal purpose or function or value.” [Dorchester candidate forum, 3/06/10]
Praised Republicans for Earmark Moratorium 

During an April 2010 candidate forum Cornilles praised the Congressional Republicans for issuing an earmark moratorium and criticized Democrats for refusing to join it. [Democracy in Action Forum, 4/20/10]
…Then Opposed Earmarks

In April 2010, Cornilles told the Washington County Public Affairs Forum, “I do not support earmarks.” [Washington County Public Affairs Forum, 4/26/10]
Flip-Flopped on Timber Payments

When Cornilles was first asked about his view on reauthorizing federal timber payments made to counties that offset “steep declines in logging revenues” he opposed the payments. Cornilles said “I don’t know exactly what legislation you’re referring to,” but that “any industry, any people that are constantly looking for more federal money is something that needs to be put on the table right now. It’s a reality of where we are economically.” [Associated Press, 8/21/10]
Later Said Promises Should be Kept

Cornilles later clarified his remarks claiming to support the payments for now. He said, “Promises and assurances that have been made over the years should be kept…I support the continuation of the county payments, but government bailouts can’t go on forever in any industry.”
Cornilles argued what Oregonians really wanted were jobs and proposed reducing restrictions to allow loggers to harvest more timber. [Associated Press, 8/21/10]
Supported Extending Bush Tax Cuts

In a 2010 debate, Cornilles supported extending the Bush administration’s tax cuts for the wealthy. Cornilles said not renewing the tax cuts would be “demonizing certain classes of our society” and would discourage growth. [Oregonian, 9/11/10]

Would Have Voted Against Closing Loopholes, Medicaid Assistance, Education Funding

In 2010, Cornilles said he would have voted against a bill extending increased Medicaid assistance and education funding to states by closing tax loopholes for multinational corporations. [Jayne Carroll Show, KUIK 1360, 8/10/10]

Cornilles said, “I don’t know at this particular time if we needed a $10 billion stimulus to teachers. As far as I can tell, we weren’t suffering through or looking at a possibility of massive layoffs across the country among the teachers.” [Associated Press, 8/21/10]
The bill extended the increased federal matching payments of the Federal Medical Assistance Percentage program provided for under the economic stimulus law for an additional six months. It also provided $10 billion in supplemental appropriations for education to assist in hiring and retaining teachers and other public school employees. 

The $26.1 billion cost of the bill was offset in part by terminating increased food stamp benefits, provided by the stimulus law, and by closing use of the foreign tax credit by multinational corporations. Closing those loopholes would raise approximately $10 billion in revenue. [CQ Bill Analysis, 8/11/10]
The bill passed, 247-161, and the President signed the bill into law on August 10, 2010. [HR 1586, Vote #518, 8/10/10]

Issues – Choice 

	Significant Findings

· Pro-Life, but grateful that “we can make that choice”
· Endorsed by organization opposing abortion in cases of Rape Incest and when the Health of the Mother is in danger



In typical Cornilles fashion, he attempts to appease both sides of the choice debate by claiming to be pro-life but, “grateful that we can make that choice.” Except during his 2010 campaign Cornilles was endorsed by Oregon Right to Life and even bragged about it during a debate saying, “I can assure you that you would not have the endorsement of the Oregon Right to Life unless you were pro-life.” Oregon Right to Life is so extreme it opposes abortion under any circumstances except when the life of the mother is in imminent danger.

Oregon Right to Life Sent Out Mailer Touting Cornilles as “an excellent pro-life voice in congress” 

In 2011, a mailer was sent out on behalf of Cornilles by the Oregon Right to Life PAC, which touted that Cornilles would be “an excellent pro-life voice in congress.” 

The mailer read “Of the two candidates running for Congress in your district, only one stands up for the little guy. Rob Cornilles for Congress. Rob Cornilles will be an excellent pro-life voice congress. Rob committed to fighting abortion and is a strong supporter of parental notification laws. Unlike his opponent, Rob is opposed to using tax funding for abortion, including hidden funding within the Obama Healthcare plan. Rob’s opponent, on the other hand, is one of the nation’s most extreme advocates of abortion, including voting in favor of partial-birth abortion FOUR TIMES. Please vote Rob Cornilles for Congress. The other candidate supports the extreme interests of the pro-abortion lobby. David Wu: Elected to Congress in 1998: Congressional Votes: Voted against the ban on Partial-Birth abortion FOUR TIMES! Voted against the Unborn Child Pain Awareness Act in 2006: Voted against the Unborn Victimes of Violence Act THREE TIMES!” 

“Endorsements:  2010 NARAL Pro-Choice America:  Voted Against the Child Interstate Notification Act in 2005: Voted against the Child Custody Protection Act Voted for the Obama healthcare bill: Voted against efforts to remove abortion funding from the healthcare bill: David Wu’s Voting Record is Among the Most Extreme in Congress. Authorized and Endorsed by the Oregon Right to Life PAC.” [Oregon Right to Life PAC, accessed 12/5/11]

Was Pro-Life, Backed by Oregon Right to Life and Supported Restricting Access to Abortion 

In 2011, Cornilles was  backed by Oregon Right to Life and described himself as “pro-life” and supports restricting access to abortion. [Oregonian, 12/1/11]

Claimed He Supported Allowing Abortion in Cases of Rape and Incest 

In 2011, Cornilles claimed that contrary to Right to Life, he supported allowing abortion in cases of rape and incest. Cornilles said “I’m pro-life with exceptions in the case of rape, incest, and the life of the mother.” [Oregonian, 12/1/11]

Claimed He Supported In Vitro Fertilization  

In 2011, Cornilles claimed that contrary to Right to Life, he supported in vitro fertilization. [Oregonian, 12/1/11]

Claimed He Supported Embryonic Stem Cell Research
In 2011, Cornilles claimed that contrary to Right to Life, he supported embryonic stem cell research. [Oregonian, 12/1/11]

Claimed He Supported Choice Exception for Life of Mother 

In 2011, Cornilles claimed he was pro-life, but supported an exception for the “life of the mother.” Cornilles said “I don’t believe we should use federal tax dollars to pay for abortions.” [Oregonian, 12/1/11]

Accused Opponent of Supporting Public Funding for Abortions, Late-Term Abortions and Abortions for Minors Across State Lines 

In 2011, Cornilles accused Bonamici of favoring public funding for abortion, late-term abortions and allowing a minor to go across state lines for an abortion. Cornilles said “With the exception of protecting a young girl from an abusive parent, I can’t support taking a minor across state lines for an abortion without a parent’s knowledge…Sen. Bonamici supports partial birth abortions up to the final days of a pregnancy. I do not.” [Oregonian, 12/1/11]

Pro-Life Candidate 

In 2011, it was reported that although Cornilles was pro-life. [Editorial, Willamette Weekly, 10/19/11]

Said He is Pro-Life

Cornilles said, “I’m pro-life.” [Americans for Prosperity Meeting, 1/19/10]

Pro-Life

Cornilles said he is pro-life, “but I always have been grateful that we can make that choice.” [Daily Astorian, 1/21/10]

Touted Endorsement from Oregon Right to Life
At a Democracy in Action forum in 2010, Cornilles touted his endorsement from Oregon Right to Life. 

“I can assure you that you would not have the endorsement of the Oregon Right to Life unless you were pro-life. I am the only candidate on the stage who has indicated his pro-life, in that he got the endorsement of the Oregon Right to Life,” Cornilles said. [Democracy in Action forum, 4/20/10]

Received Independent Expenditure Help from Oregon Right to Life
According to FEC filings, Oregon Right to Life spent over $50,000 in independent expenditures, including over $30,000 in mail and over $18,000 in phone calls.

The National Right to Life organization spent $852 in radio ads in support of Cornilles. [FEC.gov]


Received Oregon Right to Life Endorsement in 2010

In 2011, Life News reported that Cornilles was pro-life and received the Oregon Right to Life endorsement in 2010. “Republican Rob Cornilles is pro-life. In 2010, he earned the endorsement of Oregon Right to Life, the state’s largest pro-life organization that works to protect human life both from abortion and from assisted suicide, which is legal in Oregon. In addition, Cornilles opposes the pro-abortion Obama healthcare law.” [Life News, 9/19/11]

Cornilles is Pro-Life. Cornilles said, “I’m pro-life.” [Americans for Prosperity Meeting, 1/19/10]

Said He was Pro-Life. When asked where he stood on the issue of abortion he said, “Well I always respect life and my wife and I have shared this opinion ever since we were old enough to be parents. One thing I do not support is I do not support the federal funding of abortion…I’m not a supporter of late term abortion…and I think I’m with the American people on this.”  [KGW.com, 10:26, 9/4/10]
Cornilles Said He Wouldn’t Have Gotten the Endorsement of Oregon Right to Life Unless He was Pro-Life. Cornilles said, “I can assure you, you would not have the endorsement of the Oregon Right to Life unless you were pro-life. I am the only candidate on the stage who has indicated he’s pro-life, in that he got the endorsement of the Oregon Right to Life. So it’s very clear where I stand. If you have any questions I would encourage you to call Oregon Right to Life.” [Democracy in Action Forum, 4/20/11]
Oregon Right to Life Sent Out Mailer Touting Cornilles as “an excellent pro-life voice in congress” 

In 2011, a mailer was sent out on behalf of Cornilles by the Oregon Right to Life PAC, which touted that Cornilles would be “an excellent pro-life voice in congress.” 

The mailer read “Of the two candidates running for Congress in your district, only one stands up for the little guy. Rob Cornilles for Congress. Rob Cornilles will be an excellent pro-life voice congress. Rob committed to fighting abortion and is a strong supporter of parental notification laws. Unlike his opponent, Rob is opposed to using tax funding for abortion, including hidden funding within the Obama Healthcare plan. Rob’s opponent, on the other hand, is one of the nation’s most extreme advocates of abortion, including voting in favor of partial-birth abortion FOUR TIMES. Please vote Rob Cornilles for Congress. The other candidate supports the extreme interests of the pro-abortion lobby. David Wu: Elected to Congress in 1998: Congressional Votes: Voted against the ban on Partial-Birth abortion FOUR TIMES! Voted against the Unborn Child Pain Awareness Act in 2006: Voted against the Unborn Victimes of Violence Act THREE TIMES!” 

“Endorsements:  2010 NARAL Pro-Choice America:  Voted Against the Child Interstate Notification Act in 2005: Voted against the Child Custody Protection Act Voted for the Obama healthcare bill: Voted against efforts to remove abortion funding from the healthcare bill: David Wu’s Voting Record is Among the Most Extreme in Congress. Authorized and Endorsed by the Oregon Right to Life PAC.” [Oregon Right to Life PAC, accessed 12/5/11]

Was Pro-Life, Backed by Oregon Right to Life and Supported Restricting Access to Abortion 

In 2011, Cornilles was  backed by Oregon Right to Life and described himself as “pro-life” and supports restricting access to abortion. [Oregonian, 12/1/11]

Claimed He Supported Allowing Abortion in Cases of Rape and Incest 

In 2011, Cornilles claimed that contrary to Right to Life, he supported allowing abortion in cases of rape and incest. Cornilles said “I’m pro-life with exceptions in the case of rape, incest, and the life of the mother.” [Oregonian, 12/1/11]

Claimed He Supported In Vitro Fertilization  

In 2011, Cornilles claimed that contrary to Right to Life, he supported in vitro fertilization. [Oregonian, 12/1/11]

Claimed He Supported Embryonic Stem Cell Research
In 2011, Cornilles claimed that contrary to Right to Life, he supported embryonic stem cell research. [Oregonian, 12/1/11]

Claimed He Supported Choice Exception for Life of Mother 

In 2011, Cornilles claimed he was pro-life, but supported an exception for the “life of the mother.” Cornilles said “I don’t believe we should use federal tax dollars to pay for abortions.” [Oregonian, 12/1/11]

Accused Opponent of Supporting Public Funding for Abortions, Late-Term Abortions and Abortions for Minors Across State Lines 

In 2011, Cornilles accused Bonamici of favoring public funding for abortion, late-term abortions and allowing a minor to go across state lines for an abortion. Cornilles said “With the exception of protecting a young girl from an abusive parent, I can’t support taking a minor across state lines for an abortion without a parent’s knowledge…Sen. Bonamici supports partial birth abortions up to the final days of a pregnancy. I do not.” [Oregonian, 12/1/11]

Pro-Life Candidate 

In 2011, it was reported that although Cornilles was pro-life. [Editorial, Willamette Weekly, 10/19/11]

Said He is Pro-Life

Cornilles said, “I’m pro-life.” [Americans for Prosperity Meeting, 1/19/10]

Pro-Life

Cornilles said he is pro-life, “but I always have been grateful that we can make that choice.” [Daily Astorian, 1/21/10]

Touted Endorsement from Oregon Right to Life
At a Democracy in Action forum in 2010, Cornilles touted his endorsement from Oregon Right to Life. 

“I can assure you that you would not have the endorsement of the Oregon Right to Life unless you were pro-life. I am the only candidate on the stage who has indicated his pro-life, in that he got the endorsement of the Oregon Right to Life,” Cornilles said. [Democracy in Action forum, 4/20/10]

Received Independent Expenditure Help from Oregon Right to Life
According to FEC filings, Oregon Right to Life spent over $50,000 in independent expenditures, including over $30,000 in mail and over $18,000 in phone calls.

The National Right to Life organization spent $852 in radio ads in support of Cornilles. [FEC.gov]


Received Oregon Right to Life Endorsement in 2010

In 2011, Life News reported that Cornilles was pro-life and received the Oregon Right to Life endorsement in 2010. “Republican Rob Cornilles is pro-life. In 2010, he earned the endorsement of Oregon Right to Life, the state’s largest pro-life organization that works to protect human life both from abortion and from assisted suicide, which is legal in Oregon. In addition, Cornilles opposes the pro-abortion Obama healthcare law.” [Life News, 9/19/11]

Cornilles Pro-Life

Cornilles said he is pro-life, “but I always have been grateful that we can make that choice.” [Daily Astorian, 1/21/10]

In their endorsement of Cornilles for the 2011 Republican primary, the Willamette Weekly noted that Cornilles was pro-life. [Editorial, Willamette Weekly, 10/19/11]
Received Oregon Right to Life Endorsement in 2010

In 2011, Life News reported that Cornilles was pro-life and received the Oregon Right to Life endorsement in 2010. “Republican Rob Cornilles is pro-life. In 2010, he earned the endorsement of Oregon Right to Life, the state’s largest pro-life organization that works to protect human life both from abortion and from assisted suicide, which is legal in Oregon. In addition, Cornilles opposes the pro-abortion Obama healthcare law.” [Life News, 9/19/11]
Cornilles was also “recommended by the National Right to Life PAC.” [Portland Examiner, 11/02/10]
Bragged About Endorsement During Debate

During an April 2010 candidate forum Cornilles touted his Oregon Right to Life endorsement saying, “I have received the endorsement of the Oregon Right to Life.” When an audience member accused him of not answer the question Cornilles replied, “I can assure you that you would not have the endorsement of the Oregon Right to Life unless you were pro-life…If you have any questions, I encourage you to call Oregon Right to Life.” [Democracy in Action Forum, 4/20/10]
Received Independent Expenditure Help from Oregon Right to Life
According to FEC filings, Oregon Right to Life spent over $50,000 in independent expenditures, including over $30,000 in mail and over $18,000 in phone calls.

The National Right to Life organization spent $852 in radio ads in support of Cornilles. [FEC.gov]

Oregon Right to Life Against Abortion in Cases of Rape, Incest and Health of the Mother
Oregon Right to Life states that they are opposed to abortion under any circumstances except when the life of the mother is in imminent danger. [Oregon Right to Life Policy Statement, accessed 9/29/11]
Opposed Federal Funding for Abortion, Supported Parental Notification

In April 2010, Cornilles told the Washington County Public Affairs Forum, “I would not support federal funding of abortion. I would not support any late term abortion. I would support parental notification.” [Washington County Public Affairs Forum, 4/26/10]
Issues – Economic and Financial Crisis
	Significant Findings

· Criticized Stimulus Bill as Wasteful and Ineffective

· Proposed Tax Cuts for Small Businesses, Including His Own
· Opposed Dodd-Frank Financial Reform 
· The Oregonian: “Short on Specifics” for Job Creation

· Advocated for Federal Government Loaning Resources to Small Businesses




Like most Republicans Cornilles has been critical of the 2009 stimulus bill calling it wasteful and ineffective at creating jobs. Interestingly, his alternative was to provide tax cuts for small businesses, “including his own” The Oregonian noted. Cornilles also opposed the Dodd-Frank financial reform bill that will hold banks accountable and protect people from another taxpayer-funded bailout. Finally, while Cornilles likes to talk about jobs being his number one priority, The Oregonian criticized him for being “short on specifics.”
Said Government Should Provide Zero-Interest Money to Banks

In 2011, it was reported in a candidate questionnaire that Cornilles said in order to create jobs, the federal government should provide zero-interest money to banks for the purpose of lending to businesses that create jobs. [Oregon Independent Party, 2011]

Said He Had “First-Hand Knowledge” of Barriers to Growth


In a 2011 candidate guide by The Oregonian, it was reported that Cornilles said he had “first-hand knowledge of the barriers to innovation and growth erected by those who have never run a small business.” [The Oregonian, accessed 10/31/11]

Favored Simple Tax Code, Trade Opportunities and Reducing Regulation 

In 2011, Cornilles said he favored simplifying the tax code, opening up trade opportunities and reducing regulation. He wrote, “Here’s the solution: We need to create certainty for small business owners and those who would invest in Oregon by simplifying the tax code, reducing burdensome regulation, encouraging entrepreneurs, and opening up trade opportunities. Stifling regulations that hurt our traditional industries – like fishing and timber – must be reconsidered. While responsible regulation is needed to manage our natural resources and provide sustainability, an abundance of regulation isn’t the answer.” [Op-ed, Rob Cornilles, Daily Astorian, 10/26/11] 
Advocated for Federal Government Loaning Resources to Small Businesses

Cornilles advocated for loaning resources to small businesses instead of relying on the federal government. “Instead of relying on the federal government to blow through 780 dollars of pork earlier this year, more reasonable mind would’ve argued to loan resources to small businesses who make up 90% of the companies in Oregon, so that they can in turn invest in new hires and training their people with marketable and sustainable skills, in new product development, in infrastructure, in other resources and necessities that would lead to sustainable careers and economic growth. Instead of the pork that we got that not only creates temporary projects, but eventually leads state and city governments to tax even more so they can pay for those projects and their maintenance and upkeep.” [Portland Tea Party speech, Part 2, 3:03, 9/7/11]

Endorsed by The Portland Business Alliance
In 2011, Cornilles was endorsed by The Portland Business Alliance in the First Congressional District primary. Cornilles earned the nod because of his private sector experience and commitment to creating jobs. [Portland Business Journal, 10/13/11]
Would Address Lending by Loosening Regulations on Banks 

In 2011, it was reported that Cornilles said he would vote to relax regulations on community banks in order to address lending issues. He said, overall, he’d like to see regulations that get in the way of business done away with and had ideas for a long-term approach to economic growth.

“They are feeling so burdened by regulation which has strangled their ability to lend,” said Cornilles. [Oregon Public Broadcasting, 12/14/11]

Said Congress Should Have Required Limited Spending on Wall Street Bonuses

In 2011, it was reported that in a candidate questionnaire, Cornilles said that the federal government should file suit to “claw back” the $100 billion + bonus and profit money paid by Wall Street and banks to themselves with taxpayer money.

“The Wall St. banks should not have spent taxpayer money in this way, but Congress also should not have passed the bill without constraining such spending of taxpayer money on bonuses in the first place,” said Cornilles. [Oregon Independent Party, 2011]
Said Government Should Investigate and Prosecute Crimes Committed By Financial Institutions

In 2011, it was reported that in a candidate questionnaire, Cornilles said the federal government should investigate and take legal action against potential crimes committed by financial institutions. [Oregon Independent Party, 2011]
Said Dodd-Frank Slowed Down Loans 

In 2011, Cornilles blamed the Dodd-Frank bill for slowing down loans. “Then Congress, like they often do, says well we can fix this! So they began to pass some additional regulations on lending institutions so that they couldn’t just quickly give out loans and lines of credit etcetera. One of those regulations is something that’s called the Dodd-Frank bill, it was passed more than a year ago.”  

He went on to say, “The Dodd-Frank bill was essentially a way of, well first of all I should tell you, it was 2,000 pages thick. A law 2,000 pages thick. I don’t even know if you have any manuals that are nearly that thick on how to construct one of your tugs. 2000 pages of law, now that’s just the law, and it was for the financial services industry that you’re describing, banks etc.” [Lektro, 22:11, 10/27/11]

Did Not Know What Glass-Steagall Act Was

In 2011, Cornilles said he was not familiar with the 1930s-era Glass-Steagall Act, blamed for deepening the 2008-2009 financial crisis. Oregon Public Broadcasting reported “Given the time he’s spent talking about banks on the campaign trail, some observers were surprised to hear his response to a question on reviving the 1930s-era Glass-Steagall Act, which prohibited commercial banks from participating in  investment business. Its repeal has been blamed in some quarters for deepening the 2008-2009 financial crisis. 

Eric Schmidt, who moderated a candidates’ forum in Beaverton on Monday asked the candidates about that,  ‘The question’s pretty simply, Do you support re-enacting Glass-Steagall. The Glass Steagall Act.’ ‘I’m not familiar with that.’ Cornilles replied.” [Oregon Public Broadcasting, 10/26/11]
Declined to be Specific on Retooling Dodd-Frank Wall Street Bill-Did Not Favor Repeal

In 2011, Cornilles said he favored retooling -- although not repealing -- the Dodd-Frank Wall Street regulation bill, but declined to be specific. “Cornilles says it’s stopping lenders from getting loans to businesses. He declined to be specific about aspects he’d revise. He did say he’s not in favor of repealing it. [Oregon Public Broadcasting, 10/26/11]
Supported Occupy Wall Street Protests  

At a 2011 forum, Cornilles sided with Democrats in supporting the crowds at Occupy Wall Street and Occupy Portland gatherings. Cornilles claimed he was upset with “what Wall Street bankers got away with” and said, “If that’s what they’re protesting…I join them.” [Forest Grove News-Times 10/12/11]

Criticized Dodd-Frank Bill 

In a 2011 radio interview, Cornilles criticized the Dodd-Frank bill for placing regulations on the banking industry. “Yeah, I think this is an example of…this is the result of a Congress that claims to have good intentions, but they over-reached. And this happens too often, the pendulum swings way too far to one side when a crisis happens in our country. We need frankly more reasoned thought and what you saw after…this whole financial crisis we’ve have been going through these three or four years was one piece of legislation called the Dodd-Frank bill. The Dodd-Frank bill is a new financial regulations placed on banks and other lending institutions and financial advisors ect. I’ve spoken to many of them, especially in the small business community and they say the Dodd-Frank bill is untenable for us. We can’t comply with everything. It’s too expensive, we’re going to have to shut down. Or it’s becoming so difficult for us to lend because of the restrictions on lending through the Dodd-Frank bill that now my local small businesses are suffering.” [Ann Samuelson’s radio show, Part 2, 12:50, Posted 9/23/11]
            Expressed Concern for Banking Community 

In a 2011 radio interview, Cornilles expressed concern about the banking industry. He said, “You know I worry about the community banks…I really worry about their ability to survive this crisis because of the new stack of regulations, they’re still trying to figure out and…as I’ve said earlier, if you don’t know what regulation means the best and safest thing to do unfortunately is to go sit on the sidelines and wait till the rule book is determined and that is not good for this economy. So we’ve been over-regulated and that needs to be...shrunk responsible I might add if we’re going to see this economy grow again.” [Ann Samuelson’s radio show, Part 2, 12:50, Posted 9/23/11]
Spoke Out Against Dodd-Frank 

At a 2010 forum Cornilles said “This is the newest decision made back in Congress, it’s called the Dodd-Frank bill or commonly referred to as Wall-Street reform passed…about a month ago. Now it sounds like a good idea to reform Wall Street, I’m for that. There’s a lot of things going on in Wall Street…we need to scrutinize more carefully I should say. But there’s a lot of stuff in this bill that those who wrote it and voted on it don’t understand. I’m talking to banks, those that we rely on right now to lend money to small businesses so we can grow jobs…as recently as just a few days ago, I talked to them about this piece of legislation. I said what does it mean to you, your bank, your ability to… lend money. And they said we don’t know yet, that’s the problem with it.” [Warrenton Town Hall, 15:23, 8/24/10]  

Would Have Voted Against Bank Bailout Bill

In 2010, Cornilles said he would have voted against bank bailout bill. [Daily Astorian, 1/21/10]
Called Auto-Industry Bail-Out a “Waste of Money”

In 2011, it was reported that in a candidate questionnaire, Cornilles deemed the federal government’s bail-out of the automotive industry a “waste of money,” since Ford Motors managed to improve sales and products without using taxpayer money. [Oregon Independent Party, 2011]
Said Washington Helped Well-Connected on Wall Street 

With crony capitalism benefitting the career politicians and the well-connected on Wall Street, it is absolutely critical that we send new leaders to Washington. [Oregon Independent Party, 2011]
Said Stimulus Signs That Said Putting Oregon Back to Work Were Offensive

Cornilles said the stimulus signs that said putting Oregon back to work were offensive to him. “Have you seen on our highways and byways those signs that say putting Oregon back to work? Those signs are offensive to me. The government doesn’t put people back to work, it’s your taxpayer money that puts people back to work. People create jobs. Don’t thank the government, thank yourselves.” [Portland Tea Party speech, Part 3, 00:05, 9/7/11]

Said He wanted to Affect Change Inside Oregon Boardrooms 

In 2011, Cornilles gave a speech at the Dorchester Founder’s event and said he wanted to affect positive change inside Oregon boardrooms. “Friends, I would rather affect positive change inside Oregon boardrooms than protest circumstances on our sidewalks. If my comments here sound sacrilegious, consider that as Republicans, we know to separate religion from government.  Because government is NOT our religion.  Religion is our religion.  Politics is politics.  I’m grateful our Founders had the wisdom to see the difference.” [The Dorchester Founder’s Speech by Rob Cornilles, Accessed 4/4/11]
Would Have Voted Against Economic Stimulus Bill 

In 2010, Cornilles said he would have voted against $800 billion economic stimulus. [Daily Astorian, 1/21/10]
Would Have Voted Against Health, Cap and Trade, Bank Bailout, Stimulus

In 2010, Cornilles said he would have voted against the health care reform bill, cap and trade, the bank bailout and the economic stimulus. 

“I think meanwhile the taxpayer, the regular citizen, especially back in Oregon, is not seeing the positive benefits of the bailout bill.” [Daily Astorian, 1/21/10]
Stimulus Alternative: Tax Cuts for Small Businesses, Including Cornilles’ 

In May 2010, Cornilles said the economic stimulus bill did not create sustainable jobs. According to The Oregonian, “He would have preferred the money be used to cut taxes on small businesses, including his own.” Cornilles said, “The best way to create sustainable jobs is to let the free market work.” [The Oregonian, 5/06/10]
Criticized Stimulus Bill as Wasteful and Ineffective

According to The Oregonian Cornilles criticized the 2009 federal stimulus bill as wasteful and noneffective in creating jobs. [The Oregonian, 10/14/10]
In October 2010, Cornilles said, “We were told it would lead to an unemployment rate that wouldn’t exceed 8 percent when, in fact, we didn’t get any of that.” [The Sun, 10/27/10]
In March 2010 Cornilles said, “The stimulus package as we all know hasn’t stimulated anything, except government. It’s stimulated unemployment; it’s stimulated government dependency, and it’s stimulated a mentality that our solution and answers are found by turning to the government rather than ‘we the people.’“ [Dorchester candidate forum, 3/06/10]
Opposed Dodd-Frank Financial Reform 

During a September 2011 radio interview, Cornilles opposed the Dodd-Frank financial reform bill claiming it was an overreaction to the finical crisis that would hurt businesses. Cornilles said he had met with the small business community who told him, “the Dodd-Frank bill is untenable for us. We can’t comply with everything. It’s too expensive; we’re going to have to shut down. Or it’s becoming so difficult for us to lend because of the restrictions on lending through the Dodd-Frank bill that now my local small businesses are suffering.” [Ann Samuelson’s radio show, Part 2, 12:50, Posted 9/23/11]
Spoke Out Against Dodd-Frank 

At a 2010 forum Cornilles said:

This is the newest decision made back in Congress, it’s called the Dodd-Frank bill or commonly referred to as Wall-Street reform passed…about a month ago. Now it sounds like a good idea to reform Wall Street, I’m for that. There’s a lot of things going on in Wall Street…we need to scrutinize more carefully I should say. But there’s a lot of stuff in this bill that those who wrote it and voted on it don’t understand. I’m talking to banks, those that we rely on right now to lend money to small businesses so we can grow jobs…as recently as just a few days ago, I talked to them about this piece of legislation. I said what does it mean to you, your bank, your ability to… lend money. And they said we don’t know yet, that’s the problem with it. [Warrenton Town Hall, 15:23, 8/24/10]  

Called Dodd-Frank “Lazy Legislation”
In August 2010, Cornilles attacked the Dodd-Frank Wall Street reform bill as “lazy legislation” claiming it was a symbol “of a Congress that didn’t know what was in the laws they were passing and wasted money.”
He said, “If there’s any time in our history that our elected officials need to be fiscally responsible, it’s now.” [Daily Astorian, 8/25/10]
… Claimed to Oppose Repeal but Support “Retooling”
In October 2011, Oregon Public Broadcasting reported that, “Cornilles has said repeatedly on the campaign trail he would favor retooling -- although not repealing -- the Dodd-Frank Wall Street regulation bill that tightens the rules on certain lending practices.” [Oregon Public Broadcasting News, 10/26/11]
Claimed Jobs were Number One Priority

In November 2010, Cornilles claimed job creation was his number one priority. To lower unemployment, he proposed “lowering taxes, rewarding risk taking, and eliminating unnecessary regulations that stifle business.” [Portland Examiner, 11/02/10]
The Oregonian: “Short on Specifics” for Job Creation

In 2010, The Oregonian noted that Cornilles was “short on specifics when it comes to saying precisely how he would apply his own job-creation skills” to a large, diverse district. [Oregonian, 10/14/10]
Unfamiliar with the Glass Steagall Act

In October 2011, when asked if he support re-enacting the Glass-Steagall Act Cornilles replied, “I’m not familiar with that.” 
The Depression-era Glass-Steagall Act prohibited commercial banks from participating in investment business. [Oregon Public Broadcasting News, 10/26/11]
Advocated for Simplifying Tax Code and Getting Rid of Regulations 

In 2011, on the Bill Post Radio Show Cornilles criticized the President’s September job speech and said he would simplify the tax code and get rid of regulations, which strangle business. [The Bill Post Radio Show, Summary, 9/09/11]
Advocated for Federal Government Loaning Resources to Small Businesses

In September 2011, Cornilles advocated for loaning resources to small businesses instead of relying on “pork” filed stimulus programs. He said:

Instead of relying on the federal government to blow through $780 of pork earlier this year, more reasonable mind would’ve argued to loan resources to small businesses who make up 90% of the companies in Oregon, so that they can in turn invest in new hires and training their people with marketable and sustainable skills, in new product development, in infrastructure, in other resources and necessities that would lead to sustainable careers and economic growth. Instead of the pork that we got that not only creates temporary projects, but eventually leads state and city governments to tax even more so they can pay for those projects and their maintenance and upkeep. [Portland Tea Party speech, Part 2, 3:03, 9/07/11]
Issues – Education

	Significant Findings

· Flip-Flopped on Reauthorizing No Child Left Behind
· Suggested Fundraising for Education Programs



Even though his own children attend Oregon public schools, Cornilles opposed $10 billion to assist schools in hiring and retaining teachers. Then he suggested schools obtain funding by cutting taxes and holding fundraising dinners. Cornilles even opposed Race to the Top funding for which Oregon is currently competing against other states for $50 to $100 million.
Said No Child Left Behind Act was Flawed 

In 2011, it was reported that in a candidate questionnaire, Cornilles criticized No Child Left Behind as faulty, and said his district’s education system would be one of his main concerns in office. 

Cornilles said, “Our education system must be a priority. I will resist more top-down solutions like the well-intentioned but flawed No Child Left Behind Act, and instead focus on local control.” [Oregon Independent Party, 2011]
Suggested Fundraising to Fund Music and Arts Programs 

When asked how he planned to fund music and arts programs Cornilles suggested fundraising. “One of the boards that I serve on in our state is the Special Olympics of Oregon, and I help…raise money for those children. Last week I was at a dinner in downtown Portland, where we raised tens of thousands of dollars for these children and adults who should benefit from that program. And that’s an example of what we can do for schools, and what we do for schools.
He went on to say “Here’s the trick, in order for private citizens to be able to give money to their favorite charity, whether it be to school programs, Special Olympics or anything else, they have to have a job, they have to be prosperous. They can’t be spending 40% of their income going to taxes, but rather we need to let them keep as much of their money as possible to do good things. To support their favorite causes…How do you do that? You lower taxes, you make sure people have stable jobs, that grows the economy and that means important services such as you described.” [West View High School Forum, Part 1, 10:55, 10/17/11]

Criticized Bill Then Said It Funded Teachers

At the Warrenton town hall “He went back last week, flew back at the call of Mrs. Pelosi, like all members of the Congress, took time away from their district work session, which this is called in August when they’re supposed to be here working with you, instead I’m here holding the town hall. I don’t see Mr. Wu holding any town halls and they flew back to Washington at your expense and what did they do? They passed another bailout bill, $26 billion. Swiped the credit card once again…that was for teachers.” [Warrenton town hall, 41:11, 8/24/10] 

Said No Child Left Behind and “Race to the Top” Should Be Abolished

In 2011, Cornilles and Avakian agreed the George W. Bush-era No Child Left Behind law and the Obama administration’s “Race to the Top” should be abolished. They both favored giving local school districts much more freedom in how they spend school money. 
Cornilles said, “nobody in Washington, D.C. knows better than we do locally how to educate our kids... I have trusted the teachers in the classrooms to best decide how to use the resources and methods to make sure our kids are prepared to compete globally.” [Blog, Oregonian, 9/20/11] 

Flip-Flopped on No Child Left Behind Reauthorization

At a candidate forum in 2010, Cornilles said that he supported reauthorizing No Child Left Behind. [Dorchester candidate forum, 3/06/10]
In 2011, Cornilles said at a Beaverton Area Chamber of Commerce candidate forum that he supported abolishing both the No Child Left Behind law and the Obama administration’s Race to the Top program. [Oregonian, 9/20/11]

Suggested Fundraising for Education Programs 

During an October 2011 forum, when asked how he planned to fund music and arts programs Cornilles spoke about his efforts to raise money for the Special Olympics of Oregon and suggested similar fundraising activities for schools. He said:

Here’s the trick, in order for private citizens to be able to give money to their favorite charity, whether it be to school programs, Special Olympics or anything else, they have to have a job, they have to be prosperous. They can’t be spending 40% of their income going to taxes, but rather we need to let them keep as much of their money as possible to do good things. To support their favorite causes…How do you do that? You lower taxes, you make sure people have stable jobs, that grows the economy and that means important services such as you described. [West View High School Forum, Part 1, 10:55, 10/17/11]

Opposed No Child Left Behind and Race to the Top

In September 2011, The Oregonian reported that Cornilles wanted to abolish the George W. Bush-era No Child Left Behind law and the Obama administration’s Race to the Top education programs. Cornilles said, “Nobody in Washington, D.C., knows better than we do locally how to educate our kids. . . . I have trusted the teachers in the classrooms to best decide how to use the resources and methods to make sure our kids are prepared to compete globally.” [The Oregonian, 9/21/11]
Note: Democrat Brad Avakian held the same position as Cornilles. Democrats Brad Witt and Suzanne Bonamici opposed No Child Left Behind but supported Race to the Top. 

Previously Supported Reauthorizing No Child Left Behind

At a candidate forum in 2010, Cornilles said that he supported reauthorizing No Child Left Behind. [Dorchester candidate forum, 3/06/10]
2011: Oregon Competing for Millions in Race to the Top Grants

According to the Statesman Journal, in 2011 Oregon was among 35 states competing for Race to the Top grants. If selected, Oregon would be awarded $50 million to $100 million. [Statesman Journal, 10/20/11]
Supported School Choice and Home Schooling

At a candidate forum in 2010 Cornilles said, “I support school choice, I support home schooling…” [Dorchester candidate forum, 3/06/10]
Would Have Voted Against Closing Loopholes, Medicaid Assistance, Education Funding

In 2010, Cornilles said he would have voted against a bill extending increased Medicaid assistance and education funding to states by closing tax loopholes for multinational corporations. [Jayne Carroll Show, KUIK 1360, 8/10/10]

Cornilles said, “I don’t know at this particular time if we needed a $10 billion stimulus to teachers. As far as I can tell, we weren’t suffering through or looking at a possibility of massive layoffs across the country among the teachers.” [Associated Press, 8/21/10]
The bill extended the increased federal matching payments of the Federal Medical Assistance Percentage program provided for under the economic stimulus law for an additional six months. It also provided $10 billion in supplemental appropriations for education to assist in hiring and retaining teachers and other public school employees. 

The $26.1 billion cost of the bill was offset in part by terminating increased food stamp benefits, provided by the stimulus law, and by closing use of the foreign tax credit by multinational corporations. Closing those loopholes would raise approximately $10 billion in revenue. [CQ Bill Analysis, 8/11/10]
The bill passed, 247-161, and the President signed the bill into law on August 10, 2010. [HR 1586, Vote #518, 8/10/10]

Children Attended Public Schools

In August 2010 Cornilles told a town hall, “My kids are in public schools, they always have been. That’s a conscience choice my wife and I have always made. We believe public school systems have to be strong, vibrant, competitive.” [Cornilles Remarks, Warrenton Town Hall, 8/24/10]
Issues – Energy

	Significant Findings

· Supported Liquefied Natural Gas Development
· Cornilles: Nothing Should Be Off the Table  
· Claimed to Support Renewable Energy 




Cornilles said “nothing should be off the table” when it comes to energy exploration. This could open Oregon coastal waters and parks to oil drilling. He also supported liquefied natural gas development.
Supported Construction of Keystone XL Pipeline

In 2011, it was reported that in a candidate questionnaire, Cornilles voiced his support for the construction of the Keystone XL pipeline, “as part of a strategy to make us less dependent on Mideast petroleum products.” [Oregon Independent Party, 2011]
Claimed He Supported Reduction of Oil, Natural Gas and Ethanol Subsidies 

In 2011, it was reported in a candidate questionnaire that Cornilles called for the elimination or large-scale reduction on federal tax subsidies for oil and natural gas exploration in the United States and ethanol production. [Oregon Independent Party, 2011]
Was in Favor of LNG
In 2011, Cornilles said he was in favor of LNG. Cornilles was asked would you have supported or opposed the LNG facility or the pipeline that transported that gas through Oregon?  He said “I was in favor of LNG last year and I remain in favor of it. However I don’t think the federal government should be determining citing of LNG lines, I think that’s a local issue.” 

He went on to say “the reason I was in favor of it was because I believed that compromise could be met between industry and private landowners, and if we always avoid difficult, prickly, controversial issues and citing when we’re talking about building renewables in our state, we’re never going to get anything done.” [Westside Economic Alliance Candidate Forum, part 1, 10/27/11]

Said District Could Hold Liquid Natural Gas Facility 

When asked about liquid natural gas Cornilles said “You asked the question and you said that our district could host one of these facilities, and obviously it’s a hypothetical situation right now. There is discussion of a natural gas line south of our district, through Cruise Bay, I think it’s a local decision. And I don’t think the federal government should be dictating what local jurisdictions decide, let the communities decide this.” [League of Women Voters, 10/20/11] 

Claimed He Opposed Drilling Off Shore of Oregon

Cornilles claimed he opposed drilling off the shore of Oregon. “I would also say one area of our district that needs to be protected is our shores. There’s been some discussion about drilling off the shore of Oregon, I think that’s crazy. There’s been no proven evidence that that would lead to any positive outcomes. But I’ll tell you what I do want to focus on, I want to focus on those energy sources that are already here with in the district and the state that we’re not maximizing, yet we have the technology and the know how to do it. Whether it’s wind, solar, geothermal, biomass, and yes even natural gas. We have the people here and the companies here that could actually make us more energy independent not just locally but national as well if they had a champion in Congress, fighting for those companies and those industries.”  [League of Women Voters, 10/20/11]

Received Contributions from Sause Brothers Ocean Towing Responsible For 1988 Oil Spill Off The Washington Coast

In 2011, Cornilles received at least $6,000 from people associated with Sause Brothers Ocean Towing. An Oregon tugboat company that already has agreed to pay $3.5 million in damages could be forced to pay even more for a 1988 oil spill off the  Washington coast. A federal judge in Portland this week ruled against Sause Brothers Ocean Towing of Coos Bay in its bid to limit its liability for the spill off Grays  Harbor, Wash.  The spill allowed 231,000 gallons of heavy-grade oil to flow into the  Pacific Ocean near Ocean Shores after the barge Nestucca was rammed by its own tug after a tow cable snapped… More than 100 claims for damages have been filed against Sause Brothers and BP North American Petroleum. [The Oregonian, 1/26/91; FEC, Cornilles for Congress, Filed 10/27/11]

Received Contributions from Flores who had Interest in Company that Did Offshore Drilling 

In 2011, Cornilles received $500 from Bill Flores for Congress. On March 16, 2011 Flores introduced the Expedited Offshore Permitting Act of 2011. In March, the bill was referred to the Subcommittee on Energy and Mineral Resources. The legislation amended the Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act to establish more stringent deadlines and requirements for drilling permits in the Gulf of Mexico. [HR 1115, 3/16/11; Cleburne Times-Review, 3/20/11; Cornilles for Congress, Filed 10/27/11]
Supported Liquefied Natural Gas Development

In January 2010, the Daily Astorian reported that Cornilles supported liquefied natural gas development in Oregon claiming it would create jobs and reduce the cost of energy. The paper wrote, “Of the three LNG projects proposed in Oregon, he said, he would back the one that will have the lowest environmental impact.” [Daily Astorian, 1/21/10]
Cornilles: Nothing Should Be Off the Table  

In May 2010, Cornilles criticized the decision to not build a liquefied natural gas plant at Bradwood Landing saying, “…you know, it just I think reemphasizes the need for us to continue to develop energy sources. Nothing should be off the table.” [KPAM Radio Portland, 5/05/10]
Supported Development of Renewable Energy 

In November 2010, the Portland Examiner reported that Cornilles supported developing renewable energy technologies such as wind, water, solar, geothermal, and biomass. He proposed using “natural gas as the base fuel for when the weather does not cooperate with the other sources.”
Called Foreign Energy a Risk of National Security

Cornilles said relying on foreign sources of energy was a national security risk. [Portland Examiner, 11/02/10]
Issues – Environment 

	Significant Findings

· Claimed There Was “No Science” that People Affected Climate Change

· Trusted Forestry Industry as Stewards of the Forest 




In an effort to appeal to the Republican fringe, Cornilles said there was “no science” that could prove climate change was caused by humans. He would also leave the management of forest lands to the timber industry.
Wasn’t Ready to Say Whether Climate Change Existed 

In 2012, on climate change Cornilles said he wasn’t ready to say one way or the other whether it existed. He said not all scientists agreed on the cause. “I’m running for Congress,” he said, “not scientist.” [Oregonian, 1/10/12]

Headline: Rob Cornilles Endorsed by Major Pesticide Lobby Group

In 2012, the Willamette Weekly reported that Cornilles accepted endorsement of group that lobbies on behalf of the pesticide and farm chemicals industry. Despite the fact that organic farming has become a major industry in Cornilles’ district Cornilles touted the endorsement of Oregonians for Food and Shelter that “lobbies on behalf of the pesticide and farm chemicals industry, a fact Cornilles did not mention in his Dec. 20 press release on the endorsement.” Cornilles refused to comment on questions about the endorsement. [Willamette Week, 1/6/12] 

Supported Sending Oregonians Back in to Responsibly Manage Forests 

In 2011, it was reported that in a candidate questionnaire, Cornilles advocated for the preservation of the environment, “while also sending Oregonians back in to responsibly manage our forests.” [Oregon Independent Party, 2011]
Would Have Voted Against the Cap and Trade Bill 

In 2010, Cornilles said he would have voted against the cap and trade bill. [Daily Astorian, 1/21/10]
Said There Was “No Science” that People Affect Climate Change

At a May 2010 forum at the Executive Club in Portland, Cornilles said there was “no science” that could prove climate change was advanced by humans. [Executive Club forum video, 5/05/10]

Said He was Working with Forestry Industry and Trusted Them as Stewards of Forest 

In a 2011 radio interview, Cornilles said he was working with the forestry industry and seeing how they managed the forest. Cornilles said, “I’m heading out into the forest. I’m taking a tour with the forest industry and I want to see exactly what they do and how they do it, and what the federal government is doing to prevent them from doing their skills and their jobs well and see how I can be more helpful to this industry…I have totally trust in their ability to be stewards of  the forest.” [Ann Samuelson’s radio show, Part 2, Summary, 7:40, Posted 9/23/11]
Claimed There Was “No Science” that People Affected Climate Change

At a May 2010 forum at the Executive Club in Portland, Cornilles said there was “no science” that could prove climate change was advanced by humans. [Executive Club forum video, 5/05/10]

Supported Liquefied Natural Gas Development

In January 2010, the Daily Astorian reported that Cornilles supported liquefied natural gas development in Oregon claiming it would create jobs and reduce the cost of energy. The paper wrote, “Of the three LNG projects proposed in Oregon, he said, he would back the one that will have the lowest environmental impact.” [Daily Astorian, 1/21/10]
Opposed Cap and Trade

In a June 2010 press release announcing their endorsement of Cornilles, FreedomWorks PAC wrote that he opposed cap-and-trade. [FreedomWorks PAC Press Release via Business Wire, 6/17/10]
During a January 2010 debate, Cornilles claimed to oppose to cap and trade because it would give certain corporations “sway over other companies who they can sell their caps to. Literally, it picked winners and losers behind closed doors.” He also explained that by capping pollution in the United States, companies would simply export those jobs and pollution to other countries. He said, “…if you’re talking about cleaning the environment, the globe, then this is a sham.” [Cornilles Remarks, Americans for Prosperity Meeting, Warrenton, OR, 1/19/10]
Trusted Forestry Industry as Stewards of the Forest 

In a 2011 radio interview Cornilles said, “I’m taking a tour with the forest industry and I want to see exactly what they do and how they do it, and what the federal government is doing to prevent them from doing their skills and their jobs well and see how I can be more helpful to this industry…I have totally trust in their ability to be stewards of the forest.” [Ann Samuelson’s radio show, Part 2, Summary, 7:40, Posted 9/23/11]
Issues – Healthcare

	Significant Findings

· Cornilles: Everybody Can Not Have Access to Health Care
· Claimed Health Reform Would Increase Costs and Ration Care

· Called Repealing Health Care a “Wasted Exercise”...But Wanted to “Start Over”
· Supported Preventative Care to Reduce Health Care Costs




Cornilles sits on both sides of the health care debate. He opposed the Affordable Care Act when it was passed in March 2010 saying, “I would have voted against this” but he opposed efforts to repeal the bill calling them was a “wasted exercise” since President Obama would veto the legislation. He has compared having health care to owning a Lamborghini and argued that insuring everyone would cause health care costs to rise.

On Wyden-Ryan Medicare Plan Cornilles Said “This is exactly what needs to happen” 

Cornilles was asked if he agreed with  Senator Wyden’s joint plan with Republican Paul Ryan to keep traditional Medicare as an option, but to give future retirees a fixed payment they could use for private health insurance or traditional Medicare?  He said “I applaud Senator Ron Wyden and Congressman Paul Ryan from Wisconsin for coming together and finding a bipartisan concept that they are preparing to present to Congress. This is exactly what needs to happen. And unfortunately my opponent has, in fact, distanced herself from Senator Wyden’s plan and I think this is very unfortunate.” 

He went on to say “I think they need to have that choice, and also the option of choosing a public plan, such as what Senator Wyden has presented. Choice is the question here. Not either or.” [KGW Debate, 11:08, 1.10.12]

Applauded Wyden on Plan to Fix Medicare 

In 2012, Cornilles said “I have applauded Ron Wyden several times in the last three weeks for ideas that he’s been espousing, whether it be on trade, whether it be on how we fix Medicare.”  [ELGL Meeting, 34:00, 1/5/12]

Praised Wyden and Ryan’s Medicare Plan

In 2012 Cornilles praised Wyden and Ryan’s Medicare plan. “Cornilles said Wyden has ‘been like my best buddy’ in recent weeks by taking such steps as reaching out to Rep. Paul Ryan, R-Wisc., to collaborate on a Medicare plan.” [Oregonian, 1/4/12] 
Applauded Senator Wyden and Rep. Ryan’s Medicare Reform Plan

In 2011, Cornilles applauded Senator Wyden and Rep. Ryan’s Medicare reform plan, “designed to protect seniors’ health care choices while taking steps to protect the system’s financial viability for the next generation.” Cornilles said he appreciated Senator Wyden’s “resolve to overhaul our federal tax code and find ways to expand access to health care while controlling costs…I appreciate that he stepped forward on the difficult issue of Medicare when leadership was needed.” 

Cornilles said “private options are important too.” He went on to say “What I see in the collaboration between Sen. Wyden and Congressman Ryan is the beginning of a serious, bipartisan discussion to find common ground on this very difficult issue. He also accused his opponent of being “unable to step away from her party leadership and support bold ideas like Sen. Wyden’s. We can’t afford more of the same.” [Cornilles for Congress, 12/16/11]

Said He Would Have Voted Against Health Care Reform Repeal

In 2011, it was reported that Cornilles said that if he had been in Congress this past year, he would have voted against health-care reform repeal, thus diverging from the path of most House Republicans.

Cornilles said he opposed the law but thought that Republicans should have worked to improve it, rather than wasting time trying to repeal it. [The Oregonian, 11/9/11]

Said Employers Shouldn’t be Required to Provide Health Care 

In 2011, it was reported that in a radio interview, Cornilles said that employers should be given the option of whether or not to provide their employees with health care.

“I think everyone should be able to run their business the way they want to run it, and if someone chooses not to provide that benefit, they may pay the consequences. That being people choose not to work for them,” said Cornilles. [Oregon Public Radio, Think Out Loud, 7:14,  10/28/11]

Supported Extended Coverage for Young Adults in the Affordable Care Act 

In 2011, it was reported that in a radio interview, when asked if he supported any of the provisions in health care reform, Cornilles stated that he was in favor of the extension of coverage of care for young adults, that he support “the coverage of kids, especially in this economy, who cannot afford healthcare on their own so they stay on their parents’ plan.”

Cornilles went on to say, “And I have two boys myself in college, and believe me, I’m really concerned about them when they get out of college as far as what kind of opportunities they’re going to have to be able to get a real good job, a sustainable job, in fact a career and thus pay for their own coverage.” [Oregon Public Radio, Think Out Loud, 7:31,  10/28/11]
Said He Was “Committed” to Building Healthier Communities


In a 2011 candidate guide by The Oregonian, it was reported that Cornilles said he was “committed to building stronger and healthier communities here in Oregon.” [The Oregonian, accessed 10/31/11]

Said Healthcare Reform Eliminated $500 Billion from Medicare 

In 2011, it was reported that in a radio interview, Cornilles said that the Affordable Care Act eliminated $500 billion from Medicare.

“But I will tell you one thing about the healthcare plan that is especially distressing is that it eliminated $500 billion from Medicare. And we have in Oregon nearly a quarter of a million seniors who take advantage of what they call Medicare advantage. Nearly half of those seniors are going to be adversely affected by that cut to Medicare, which was part of that signature healthcare plan last year. And that gravely concerns me,” said Cornilles. [Oregon Public Radio, Think Out Loud, 7:59, 10/28/11]

Would Have Voted Against Health Care Reform Bill 

In 2010, Cornilles said he would have voted against the health care reform bill. [Daily Astorian, 1/21/10]
Thought Repealing Obamacare was Wasted Exercise Because President Would Never Approve 

In 2011, Cornilles was asked if he would repeal the health care reform law, he said he thought repeal was a waste of time because the President would never approve it. “Last year when I was running for Congress I took a lot of heat from my party and the reason was I would not say that I would go back to Congress in 2011, should I have been elected and repeal Obamacare as they called it. And the reason why is because I felt that it would be a wasted exercise to try to repeal something the President would never approve of.  And we can talk more about why I felt that the repeal would be a wasted exercise and what we should have been doing during these critical months to improve healthcare coverage and costs in our country.” [After Deadline Radio Show, 13:38, Posted 9/30/11]

Said Healthcare Costs Must be Lowered as Part of Medicare and Medicaid 

In a 2011 radio interview, Cornilles said he was in favor of lowering health care costs in Medicare and Medicaid. “I think we can all agree there’s tremendous waste and fraud in government today. There’s about a $60 billion fraud number just in Medicaid a year alone. Recently the Oregonian reported that $60 billion has been wasted in the two wars because of fraud and corruption. So we need to eliminate those who would allow this to continue. We need greater transparency. And people who are not beholden to certain special interest or lobbying groups who allow this to occur.” 

He went on to say, “As this relates to healthcare though I must add because that’s part of Medicare and Medicaid, we have to reduce the cost of doing healthcare, providing health care in this country. A great example is what we have right here in Washington County. We have community health centers and I happen to be on the board of one called Virginia Garcia.” [OregonLive.com, uploaded 9/26/11]
Said There was Waste in Medicaid and Healthcare Costs Had to be Reduced 

In 2011, Cornilles highlighted waste in Medicare and Medicaid and his support for community health centers. “I think we can all agree that there’s tremendous waste and fraud in government today. There’s about a 60 billion dollar fraud number just in Medicaid alone every year. Recently the Oregonian reported that 60 billion dollars has been wasted in the two wars because of fraud and corruption so we need to eliminate those who would allow this to continue. We need greater transparency and people who are not beholden to special interests or lobbying groups that allow this to occur,” Cornilles said. 
“As it relates to healthcare though, I must say that is a part of Medicare and Medicaid. We have to reduce the cost of healthcare in this country. A great example is what we have right here in Washington County. We have community health centers and I happen to be on the board of one called Virginia Garcia…and the typical patient there costs about $765 a year to give them preventative care, whereas if they went to the emergency room it would be $1,900 dollars per visit.” [Washington County forum, 9/19/11; OregonLive.com, Uploaded 9/26/11]
Cornilles: Everybody Can Not Have Access to Health Care

In March 2010, Cornilles argued that insuring everyone would cause health care costs to rise. He said:
We have to take personal responsibility on healthy living but we also need to find ways for companies such as mine who wish to insure their people could do so affordably. You can’t do that if you provide access to everybody. If everybody has a Lamborghini, then Lamborghinis become even more expensive. So, the system becomes more expensive. If everybody has health insurance our costs will continue to rise, we have to make sure people have affordable health coverage that can start with legislation that ultimately comes down to our personal responsibility. [Dorchester candidate forum, 3/06/10]
Opposed the Affordable Care Act

In August 2010, while discussing the Affordable Care Act, Cornilles told a town hall, “…had I been a member of Congress in March this year, March 21st, to be exact, on that fateful Sunday night, I would have voted against this.” [Cornilles Remarks, St. Helens Town Hall, 8/25/10]
Claimed Health Reform Would Increase Costs and Ration Care

In November 2010, the Portland Examiner reported that Cornilles felt the health care reform bill would “increase costs, reduce care providers, ration care, increase the deficit, and create a huge new government program.” [Portland Examiner, 11/02/10]
Supported Reducing Costs, Tort Reform
In August 2010, Cornilles claimed to support health reform legislation that would lower costs. He said, “…there’s nothing in that, in many respects, that is reducing costs; it’s only adding costs. There’s no tort reform in there.” [Forest Grove Town Hall, 8/23/10]
Supported Cross State Competition and Purchasing Pools

Cornilles supported allowing “cross state competition by insurance companies, creating purchasing pools for businesses to use to buy insurance at discounted rates, passing tort reform that reduces malpractice costs and defensive testing, and encouraging healthier living” as an alternative to the Affordable Care Act. [Portland Examiner, 11/02/10; FreedomWorks PAC Press Release via Business Wire, 6/17/10]
Called Health Care Reform “Lazy Legislation”
In August 2010, Cornilles attacked the health care reform bill as “lazy legislation” claiming it was a symbol “of a Congress that didn’t know what was in the laws they were passing and wasted money.”
He said, “If there’s any time in our history that our elected officials need to be fiscally responsible, it’s now.” [Daily Astorian, 8/25/10]
Cornilles: Repealing Health Care Reform was a “Wasted Exercise”
In 2011, Cornilles said efforts to repeal the Affordable Care Act was a “wasted exercise” since it was “something the President would never approve of.” He claimed to have been criticized by Republicans in 2010 for not supporting the repeal of “Obamacare.” [After Deadline Radio Show, 13:38, Posted 9/30/11]
...But Wanted to “Start Over”
During a 2010 debate Cornilles said, “I am convinced and convicted to go back to Congress and start over on health care reform.” [The Sun, 10/27/10]
Cornilles: “It has to be reversed”
At a Republican candidate forum in March 2010, Cornilles said health care reform had “to be reversed.” [9/12 Candidate Forum, 3/18/10]
Opposed Reform at Time of Passage

In March 2010, Cornilles told Populations TV show, “I am against the current legislation.” [Populations TV Show, 3/23/10]
Supported Preventative Care to Reduce Health Care Costs

In September 2011, Cornilles supported the use of preventative care in order to avoid more expensive emergency room visits. He said: 

We have to reduce the cost of healthcare in this country. A great example is what we have right here in Washington County. We have community health centers and I happen to be on the board of one called Virginia Garcia…and the typical patient there costs about $765 a year to give them preventative care, whereas if they went to the emergency room it would be $1,900 dollars per visit.” [Washington County forum, 9/19/11; OregonLive.com, Uploaded 9/26/11]
Criticized $60 Billion in Medicaid Fraud

In September 2011, Cornilles criticized government waste and fraud saying, “I think we can all agree that there’s tremendous waste and fraud in government today. There’s about a 60 billion dollar fraud number just in Medicaid alone every year.” [Washington County forum, 9/19/11; OregonLive.com, Uploaded 9/26/11]
Cornilles: Government Took Over a Sixth of the Economy

During a March 2010 radio interview Cornilles claimed health care reform would allow the government to take over a sixth of the country’s economy. He said, “We’re seeing a government that is overreaching; that wants to literally take over, as - as we’ve heard many times, a sixth of our economy in - through these back door deals.” [Cornilles Remarks, Lars Larson Radio, KXL Portland, 3/16/10]
Undecided on Insuring Children Up To 26 Years Old

In March 2010, Cornilles told a Portland radio show he was undecided on the plan to require health insurance companies to cover children up to 26 years of age on their parents’ plans. He said, “I think that’s an issue that is worth looking at. I - I have not decided one way or the other on that, Victoria, whether or not 26 or - or 22, or 24, or whatever it may be, or just leaving the law as it is currently. I certainly think it should be on the table.” [Victoria Taft Show, KPAM Radio Portland, 14:10:00, 3/09/10]
Issues – Immigration

	Significant Findings

· Opposed Amnesty, Wanted to Secure Borders

· Accused of Possibly Abetting Illegal Immigrants By Supporting Health Care Facility 
· Opposed the DREAM Act
· Supported E-Verify




During the 2011 Republican primary, Cornilles had to defend himself against attacks from his opponents that accused him of serving on the board of an organization that provided health care to undocumented immigrants. He also opposed the DREAM Act saying, “I don’t believe that we should be supporting a law that encourages illegal immigration.”
Opposed Amnesty, Wanted to Secure Borders

In 2010, Cornilles said that he did “not support amnesty.” 

“I support restoring our nation to what it’s always been or what it should be, and that is a nation of laws. A nation of citizens who understands there are consequences to breaking laws. First thing we have to do is secure our borders,” Cornilles said. [Republican forum, 4/22/10]
NOTE: Need to verify transcript with video

Accused of Possibly Abetting Illegal Immigrants by Supporting Health Care Facility 

In 2011, Cornilles gave a speech at the Dorchester Founder’s event and defended himself against charges that he was aiding an organization possibly abetting illegal immigrants. He said:

Recently I learned that my own naming to the Board of Directors for a health care facility in Washington County actually caused a few in our Party distress and consternation. The charge is that I’m aiding a liberal organization and possibly abetting illegal immigrants. Why is it commendable to join a liberal school board, for example, but ill-advised to exercise influence over an organization that serves needy children who would otherwise fill up our emergency rooms? [The Dorchester Founder’s Speech by Rob Cornilles, Accessed 4/04/11]
Unsure About DREAM Act

In August 2010, while speaking to a town hall Cornilles was asked about the DREAM Act and replied, “Well, I’m going to have to excuse myself and say I’m not clear on all the facts of that nor the dream act.” [Cornilles Remarks, St. Helens Town Hall, 8/25/10]
…Six Days Later: Opposed the DREAM Act

Less than a week after claiming to not have the facts on the DREAM Act, Cornilles told a different town hall that he had “no intention of being a sponsor of the Dream Act.” While he claimed to understand the goal of providing children opportunities, he said, “I don’t believe that we should be supporting a law that encourages illegal immigration.” [Cornilles Remarks, McMinnville Town Hall, 8/31/10]
Opposed Amnesty, Wanted to Secure Borders

In 2010, Cornilles said that he did “not support amnesty.” 

“I support restoring our nation to what it’s always been or what it should be, and that is a nation of laws. A nation of citizens who understands there are consequences to breaking laws. First thing we have to do is secure our borders,” Cornilles said. [Republican forum, 4/22/10]
Supported E-Verify
In March 2010, Cornilles told a Portland radio show that he supported the E-Verify system. He said, “Anything we can do, without making an employer a policeman, anything we can do, especially through the E-Verify system, of making sure that we know who’s here and that the - the people who have gone through the process properly are awarded the opportunity to work in America, I support.” [Victoria Taft Show, KPAM Radio Portland, 3/09/10]
Note: The audio from this transcription has not been located.

Supported Building Border Fence

During an April 2010 Republican candidate forum Cornilles opposed President Obama’s efforts to defund the construction of a fence along the United States-Mexico border. He said, “I don’t think it’s the right thing to do for America. It puts our national security at risk…” [Political Roundtable Discussion, KUIK Radio Portland, 4/16/10]
Issues – Labor and Working Families
	Significant Findings

· Wanted to “Wheel-and-Deal” with China
· Cornilles: Unemployment Benefits Encourage Joblessness

· Claimed Increased Trade would Grow Jobs
· Supported Free Trade Agreements with Korea, Panama, and Colombia




Cornilles is bad for working families in Oregon. In 2010, the Forest Grove News-Times accused him of wanting to “wheel-and-deal” which China even though the state lost nearly 48,000 to China since 2001. He was even more unreasonable to those out of work claiming that unemployment benefits encourage joblessness.

Said He’d Vote for Extension of Unemployment Benefits, Contingent on Job Seekers “Actually Looking for Work”

In 2011, it was reported that Cornilles said he would vote for an extension of unemployment benefits, but that he would advocate for “more transparency” in guaranteeing job seekers were truly seeking work. He claimed members of his extended family were looking for jobs, as well. 

Cornilles declined to suggest a sunset for benefits, but said Congress needed to spend in the frame of the overall budget. [Oregon Public Broadcasting, 12/14/11]

Said Oregon Needed a Champion in Congress to Create Jobs 

In 2011, Cornilles said Oregon needed a champion in Congress to create jobs. He wrote “Northwest Oregon needs a champion in Congress who knows what it takes to create jobs. I’ve done that for the last 16 years as a small business owner.” [CornillesCommitment.com, accessed 12/8/11]
Claimed He Had Extensive Experience Creating Jobs

In 2011, Cornilles issued a “Cornilles Commitment” had extensive experience creating jobs. “As a small business owner with extensive experience in problem solving and creating jobs, I will work with anyone who is ready to reason to grow our economy.” [CornillesCommitment.com, accessed 12/8/11] 
Cornilles Claimed He was a Job Creator 

In December 2011, Cornilles came out with his first ad of the general election in the Oregon special entitled “jobs.” Alison Cornilles: We have three great boys. We were worried about them being able to find jobs here in Oregon when they get older. Rob Cornilles: Yeah, people are struggling. They don’t know if they’re going to be able to find work and that’s why my number one priority in Congress will be to create jobs. Announcer: Rob Cornilles proven job creator.
Rob Cornilles: As a small business owner who has created jobs. I know what it takes to move this economy, to give people a brighter future. Announcer: Read the Cornilles Commitment online. Rob Cornilles: We have to focus on bipartisan solutions that create real jobs. I’m Rob Cornilles and I approve this message. [Cornilles for Congress, “Jobs,” accessed 12/8/11]

Claimed He Believed Structural Opportunities Did Existed for Workers to Secure Middle-Income Jobs 

In 2011, Cornilles claimed to think it was a problem that low-income families faced hurdles in securing a middle-income job. He checked the box that said “This is a problem, because the changes are structural and opportunities do not exist for workers to gain secure employment.” [Oregon Independent Party, 2011]

As a Small Business Owner Said He Would Temper Uncertainty in Job Market

In 2011, Cornilles said he should be elected to Congress because as a small business owner he would temper uncertainty in the job market. “There are so many things small business owners like me need in order to take the risk and make the investment to hire people,” Cornilles says. [Oregon Public Broadcasting, 10/26/11]
“Short on Specifics” on Job Creation

In 2010, the Oregonian noted that Cornilles was “short on specifics when it comes to saying precisely how he would apply his own job-creation skills” to a large, diverse district. [Oregonian, 10/14/10]
Criticized President Obama’s September 2011 Job Speech 

In 2011, on the Bill Post Radio Show Cornilles criticized the President’s September job speech. Cornilles said if he were the President giving a jobs speech he would have said, “I understand that government intrusion of the free market system is not working. We’ve tried it now for two and a half, three years almost and all we see is an unemployment rate that is historically high and back in Oregon it has been above the national average for 15 straight years…the rest of us watching that speech were asking where is the beef here. And so what I would have said is I know what is necessary to create employment opportunities for Oregonians back home. You need to first of all create an environment where businesses want to grow, where they’re motivated to expand and hire and not fearful of doing that. [The Bill Post Radio Show, 2:15, 9/9/11]

Didn’t Care About Political Persuasion in Getting People Back to Work 

In 2011, Cornilles said when it came to getting people back to work he didn’t care about political persuasion. “I’ve visited all the communities” in the district, he said. “I didn’t ask about what party they belonged to. I focused on (listening to) the results they needed to be accomplished.” [Beaverton Valley Times, 9/22/11] 

Wanted to “Wheel-and-Deal” with China

While endorsing then incumbent Congressman Wu in 2010, the Pamplin Media Group wondered why “voters should elect someone who wants to wheel-and-deal with the People’s Republic.” 

The paper reported that Cornilles argued that his support from Nike’s Phil Knight and Columbia Sportswear’s Tim Boyle show that he would work with job creators to sort out their issues with China and help them grow economic output. [Pamplin Media Group, Forest Grove News-Times, 10/13/10]

Oregon Lost 47,900 Jobs to China; Experienced More Job Losses than All But Three States 

In 2011, a think tank calculated that Oregon lost 47,900 jobs since China was admitted to the World Trade Organization in 2001. Oregon experienced more job losses to China than all but three other states. Oregon’s Silicon Forest, the Washington County technology belt between Beaverton and Hillsboro, has been among the hardest-hit areas in the nation. The report read “as a result of China’s currency manipulation and other trade distorting practices, including extensive subsidies, legal and illegal barriers to imports, dumping and suppression of wages and labor rights, the envisioned flow of U.S. exports to China did not occur.” [Portland Tribune, 9/20/11] 

Received Campaign Support from Nike, which Supported Trade with China
In 2011, Politico reported that Nike co-founder and chairman Phil Knight personally endorsed Cornilles. He also received campaign contributions from the company’s political action committee and its top executives. 
In 2000, Nike supported a bill expanding trade relations with China. [Politico, 4/26/11]
Cornilles: Unemployment Benefits Encourage Joblessness

During a January 2010 debate, Cornilles claimed unemployment benefits were so generous people were avoiding jobs requiring manual labor. He said the unemployed would tell potential employers, “Why would I take this job when right now Oregon state unemployment pays me well, gives me an incentive with clothing allowance, an education allowance, a transportation allowance? Why would I take a risky job?” [Cornilles Remarks, Americans for Prosperity Meeting, Warrenton, OR, 1/19/10]
Supported Free Trade Agreements with Korea, Panama, and Colombia

In September 2011, Cornilles said, “Let’s go ahead and authorize these free trade agreements with Korea, with Panama, with Colombia. If we do this, this means jobs for Oregon business because we’d be opening up more markets internationally. And that gives our companies in the first district a chance to spread their goods elsewhere…” [KAST2, Radio Interview, 8:02, Posted 9/22/11]
Cornilles: Pass Trade Agreements Now, Tweak Later

In November 2010, Cornilles told the Portland Examiner he was frustrated that there were trade agreements that had not been passed in the last nine years. He said it would be better to pass the agreements and tweak them later if necessary. [Portland Examiner, 11/02/10]
Claimed Increased Trade would Grow Jobs

During a September 2010 debate, Cornilles claimed that increased trade opportunities would boost job growth. [The Oregonian, 9/11/10]
Encouraged Oregon Companies to Export More

In October 2010, the Daily Astorian reported that Cornilles said “He’d like to encourage Oregon companies to do more overseas exporting, especially since such a high percentage of exports come from small businesses.” [Daily Astorian, 10/11/10]
Cornilles Favored Free Trade 

In 2011, Cornilles wrote on his website that he favored “free trade agreements and policies that expand markets.” [Cornilles for Congress, accessed 9/21/11]
Criticized President Obama’s September 2011 Job Speech 

In 2011, on the Bill Post Radio Show, Cornilles criticized the President’s September job speech to Congress. He said the speech was more of the same and hurt business. Cornilles said he knew how to create jobs by fostering an environment where businesses were motivated to create jobs. [The Bill Post Radio Show, Summary, 9/09/11]
Supported President’s Job Programs for Veterans 

In 2011, Cornilles expressed support for President Obama’s plan to provide training and jobs for veterans. He said:

I believe strongly that they need to go from helmet to hard hat quickly and whether it be through training programs. Whether it be through relationships we build within the corporate community that gives them reason and incentive to hire our veterans, they have sacrificed greatly, they and their families, they need to be taken care of. [Ann Samuelson’s radio show, Part 2, 0:14, Posted 9/23/11]
Agreed with President on Investing in Infrastructure 

In 2011, Cornilles expressed support for President Obama’s plan to invest in infrastructure. He said, “In order for us to revitalize our economy in Oregon and throughout the country we have to be able to have reliable transportation sources so we can’t have congestion, we can’t have old bridges etc. We need to make sure that we can compete domestically as well as internationally.” [Ann Samuelson’s radio show, Part 2, 0:14, Posted 9/23/11]
PolitiFact Oregon Rated Cornilles’ Unemployment Claim Half True
In October 2010, PolitiFact Oregon, a project of The Oregonian, fact check Cornilles’ claim in the Oregonian’s Voter Guide that “For each and every one of the 137 months that David Wu has been in Congress. Oregon’s unemployment rate has been above the national average. We deserve better!”
PolitiFact rated the statement as “Half True” because “Cornilles’ 137-month figure is correct” but called it “quite a reach to imply that Wu had much to do with it.” [The Oregonian, 10/17/10]
Issues –Military and Foreign Policy
	Significant Findings

· Supported Continued Spending in Iraq and Afghanistan

· Criticized Government Waste and Fraud in War Zones
· Defended the United Nations

· Opposed Nuclear Disarmament Treaty




Cornilles supported the 2003 invasion of Iraq stating, “I believe that was the right thing to do for our country.” He also supported President Obama’s 2010 troop surge in Afghanistan but objected to setting a timetable for withdrawal. In a break with Republican dictum, Cornilles defended the United Nations saying, “I don’t think we should call the UN incompetent.

Editorial Had “Jaw-Dropping Misapprehension” on Oregon Port 

In 2012, the Daily Astorian pointed out that Cornilles in an editorial page column said the Port of Astoria was “one of Oregon’s busiest ports” - a “jaw-dropping misapprehension.” [Editorial, Astorian, 1/10/12] 

Supported SolarWorld’s Trade Complaint to China Over Subsidizing Solar Panels 

In 2011, it was reported that Cornilles called for tougher and more equitable trade agreements, particularly with China, in order to increase American exports.

Cornilles said he supported SolarWorld’s trade complaint, which was based on the grounds that China is subsidizing its solar panel manufacturers illegally in an attempt to “buy the world market.” [News Yamhill County, 12/13/11]

Backed Trade Agreements with South Korea and China 

In 2011, it was reported that Cornilles viewed making Oregon more competitive in the world market as an important part of creating a sound economy. Cornilles claimed he would be an aggressive promoter of Oregon workers, and would support accountable trade agreements with countries like South Korea and China. 

“Our assets are the envy of districts across the United States,” he said. “If we’re allowed to compete, I know we will.” [Yamhill County News-Register, 12/14/11]

Pleased with Approval of South Korean, Colombian, and Panama Free-Trade Agreements

In 2011, it was reported in a candidate questionnaire that Cornilles said he was pleased that Congress had approved the proposed free-trade agreements with South Korea, Colombia, and Panama. [Oregon Independent Party, 2011]
Said Free-Trade Deal with South Korea Would Directly Benefit Oregon’s 1st District

In 2011, it was reported that in a candidate questionnaire, Cornilles said the free-trade deal with South Korea would particularly benefit Oregon’s First Congressional District because, “South Korea is a huge market for Oregon goods already, but they have suffered tariffs placed on them by the Koreans. This deal eliminates those tariffs. These products include agriculture, electronic components, machinery and many other products.” [Oregon Independent Party, 2011]
Said Free-Trade Agreements Good for District, District “Trade-Dependent”

In 2011, it was reported that in a candidate questionnaire, Cornilles said that the free-trade agreements approved by Congress would prove beneficial for the First Congressional District of Oregon.

“Few districts in the country are as trade-dependent as the First District of Oregon. The Brookings Institution estimates that there are 268,000 jobs in the Portland region that rely on trade. These jobs tend to pay higher average wages than jobs in the same market that do not depend on international trade. So, not only does international trade create sustainable jobs, it creates good-paying careers and a positive future for our communities, schools, and children,” said Cornilles. [Oregon Independent Party, 2011]
Cornilles: “I will be a staunch advocate for sound economic policies, including free and fair trade” 

In 2011, Cornilles said he would be a staunch advocate for free and fair trade. “If elected to serve the 1st District, I will be a staunch advocate for sound economic policies, including free and fair trade…As a business owner myself, I know that is how we reset Oregon’s 1st District on the path to prosperity.” [Op-ed, Rob Cornilles, Daily Astorian, 10/26/11] 
Attacked Democrats for Failing to Support Trade Agreements 

In 2011, Cornilles wrote an op-ed, where he accused the Democrats of failing to support trade agreements. He wrote, “The economic future of Northwest Oregon hinges on our skilled workers, innovative companies and envious position along the Pacific Rim.” [Op-ed, Rob Cornilles, Daily Astorian, 10/26/11] 

Supported Free Trade Agreements with Asia and Loosening Regulations 

In 2011, Cornilles said he supported free trade agreements with Asia and other partners and loosing regulations. Cornilles had an event with small business owners and said if elected, he would support free trade agreements with Asia and other partners, and try to loosen the regulatory climate, which he says hinders small business. [OPB News, 10/11/11] 

Advocated for Authorization of Trade Agreements with Korea, Panama and Colombia

In 2011, Cornilles advocated for authorization of trade agreements with Korea, Panama and Colombia. “Let’s go ahead and authorize these free trade agreements with Korea, with Panama, with Colombia. If we do this, this means jobs for Oregon business because we’d be opening up more markets internationally. And that gives our companies in the first district a chance to spread there goods elsewhere and I would add, we have to make sure that we have a fair infrastructure here that provides the transportation of goods and services. But you can’t just throw more money at the problem, we’ve already dedicated money to infrastructure build-up and that money’s either being wasted or it’s not even being used right now because of the hurdles even the government has to go through to see a project to fruition.” [KAST2, Radio Interview, 8:02, Posted 9/22/11]

Wanted to “Wheel-and-Deal” with China

In endorsing Wu in 2010, the Pamplin Media Group wondered why “voters should elect someone who wants to wheel-and-deal with the People’s Republic.” 

The paper reported that Cornilles argued that his support from Nike’s Phil Knight and Columbia Sportwear’s Tim Boyle show that he would work with job creators to sort out their issues with China and help them grow economic output. [Pamplin Media Group, Forest Grove News-Times, 10/13/10]

Oregon Lost 47,900 Jobs to China; Experienced More Job Losses than All But Three States 

In 2011, a think tank calculated that Oregon lost 47,900 jobs since China was admitted to the World Trade Organization in 2001. Oregon experienced more job losses to China than all but three other states. Oregon’s Silicon Forest, the Washington County technology belt between Beaverton and Hillsboro, has been among the hardest-hit areas in the nation. The report read “as a result of China’s currency manipulation and other trade distorting practices, including extensive subsidies, legal and illegal barriers to imports, dumping and suppression of wages and labor rights, the envisioned flow of U.S. exports to China did not occur.” [Portland Tribune, 9/20/11] 
Cornilles Accused of Selling Out Oregon Jobs Due to Position on Trade 

In 2010, Cornilles criticized his opponent Wu for “his obstructionist view on trade.” Wu criticized Cornilles for his endorsement from Nike founder and accused him of selling out on Oregon jobs. “What would you sell out first -- our jobs or our values?” Wu asked his challenger. [The Sun, 10/27/10]

Cornilles and Wu Were at Odds Over Trade Relations with China

In 2011, it was reported that Cornilles was at odds with Wu over trade relations with China. Nike supported expanding trade relations and Nike co-founder and chairman Phil Knight personally endorsed Cornilles, and the Republican received contributions from the company’s political action committee and a handful of its top executives. Wu didn’t get a dime from Nike. [Politico.com, 4/26/11]

Wanted to “Wheel-and-Deal” with China. The Forest Grove News-Times wondered why “voters should elect someone who wants to wheel-and-deal with the People’s Republic.” The paper reported that Cornilles argued that his support from prominent employers showed that he would work with job creators to sort out their issues with China and help them grow economic output. [Editorial, Forest Grove News-Times, 10/13/10]
Cornilles Favored Free Trade 

In 2011, Cornilles wrote on his website that he favored “free trade agreements and policies that expand markets.” [Cornilles for Congress, accessed 9/21/11]
Supported Invasion of Iraq

At a January 2010 debate Cornilles expressed support for the 2003 invasion of Iraq. He said, “I believe that was the right thing to do for our country.” [Cornilles Remarks, Americans for Prosperity Meeting, Warrenton, OR, 1/19/10]
Supported Troop Surge in Afghanistan

At a January 2010 debate Cornilles expressed support for President Obama’s plan to send an additional 30,000 troops into Afghanistan. [Cornilles Remarks, Americans for Prosperity Meeting, Warrenton, OR, 1/19/10]
Opposed Setting a Timetable for Withdrawal

Cornilles opposed President Obama’s plan to begin withdrawing troops in 2011 saying, “I think that’s silliness.” Cornilles preferred setting triggers based on conditions in the warzone. [Cornilles Remarks, Americans for Prosperity Meeting, Warrenton, OR, 1/19/10]
Supported Continued Spending in Iraq and Afghanistan

In January 2010, Cornilles supported continued spending to support the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. [Daily Astorian, 1/21/10]
Criticized Government Waste and Fraud in War Zones
In September 2011, Cornilles criticized billions of dollars that had been lost to corruption in Iraq and Afghanistan. He said, “Recently The Oregonian reported that $60 billion has been wasted in the two wars because of fraud and corruption so we need to eliminate those who would allow this to continue. We need greater transparency and people who are not beholden to special interests or lobbying groups that allow this to occur.” [Washington County forum, 9/19/11; OregonLive.com, Uploaded 9/26/11]
Defended the United Nations
At a Republican candidate forum in March 2010, Cornilles defended the United Nations saying, “I don’t think we should call the UN incompetent. I don’t think Ronald Reagan would call allies incompetent.” 
Cornilles did object to using the UN Security Council as a substitute for congressional authorization for the deployment of United States armed forces. [9/12 Candidate Forum, 3/18/10]
Opposed Nuclear Disarmament Treaty

During an April 2010 candidate forum, Cornilles opposed a nuclear disarmament treaty signed by President Obama and Russian President Dmitri Medvedev that would reduce the two countries’ nuclear arms by a third. According to ABC, “The treaty requires both countries to reduce their nuclear arsenals from 2,200 deployed warheads for each country to 1,550 over seven years, a 30 percent reduction from the last treaty. And they’ll reduce their long-range missiles and launchers to 700 for each country as well.”
Cornilles said, “The greatest way to build peace is to act like you’re always ready for war. And that means you always have to make sure that your arms are ready.” He expected a Senate with more Republicans would not ratify the treaty. [U-Choose Forum, 4/22/10; ABC News, 4/08/10]
Issues – Other Social Issues
	Significant Findings

· Opposed Marriage Equality, Supported Civil Unions
· Supported Second Amendment
· Cornilles: Patriot Act Needed Fixing




Cornilles opposed marriage equality for gays and lesbians but claimed to support civil unions. He also supports gun rights. When asked about the Patriot Act Cornilles said, “There are positive and negative aspects…”
Trusted Food Growers to Protect Consumers 

When asked about food safety Cornilles said he trusted those who grew food to do what is right. “Being a native Oregonian, I’ve always trusted my neighbors to do what’s right. Now sometimes people disappoint us, but I trust Oregonians, those who grow our foods, those who look after our natural resources. I trust them to do what’s right, to preserve that which we have here.”

He went on to say “We need to make sure that laws and regulations are followed and when they’re not, punishment should be meted out to those people. But we have a flourishing industry right now in Oregon, farmer’s markets in almost every community in our state, certainly our district, and those need to be protected we need to encourage that kind of organic growth.” [League of Women Voters, 10/20/11]

Claimed to Believe the Government Should Set Food and Consumer Safety Standards

In 2011, it was reported that in a candidate questionnaire, Cornilles said that the federal government should enact and enforce minimum standards to protect consumers from unsafe products and guarantee food safety, as opposed to allowing manufacturers to self-police. [Oregon Independent Party, 2011]

Said Government Should Repair Infrastructure to Create Jobs

In 2011, it was reported that in a candidate questionnaire, Cornilles said that the federal government should build and restore infrastructure in order to create jobs nation-wide. [Oregon Independent Party, 2011]

Agreed with President on Investing in Infrastructure 

In a 2011, Cornilles was asked to comment on President Obama’s job speech in a radio interview. Cornilles said he agreed with the President on investing in infrastructure. “A second thing that’s important to me is that the President talks about infrastructure buildup. In order for us to revitalize our economy in Oregon and throughout the country we have to be able to have reliable transportation sources so we can’t have congestion, we can’t have old bridges etc. We need to make sure that we can compete domestically as well as internationally. Because we know what’s happening you know in the Asian countries especially. They’re building up infrastructure very quickly. They can move products and services rapidly; it becomes more efficient, more cost effective for them, we have to compete with that.” [Ann Samuelson’s radio show, Part 2, 0:14, Posted 9/23/11]

Described Busted Dot-Coms as “the Young Girl the Day After the Prom”

In 2001, Cornilles described the bust of dot-coms for sports teams as them looking like the young girl the day after the prom.  

“There’s more room for other industries to step in and build alliances. Whereas, some industries were squeezed out when the dot-coms were sexy, now the dot-coms kind of look like the young girl the day after the prom, said Cornilles.  [Business Journal, 5/11/01]

Gave Presentation on, “Everything I Need to Know about Business I Learned from Dating”

In 2006, Cornilles gave a presentation to students in Purdue University’s Krannert School of Management called “Everything I Need to Know about Business I Learned from Dating.” He talked about his strategies, presenting, listening and solving, opening, rather than closing, and empathic listening.  [Journal and Courier, 3/25/06]   
Called for Providing Veterans with Job Access, Transition Support, and Best Health Care

In 2011, it was reported that in a candidate questionnaire, Cornilles said that the government needed “to care for our returning troops by providing them, access to good jobs, transition training, and the best possible health care, including mental health care.” [Oregon Independent Party, 2011]
Advocated for Troop Draw Down in Iraq 

In 2011, it was reported that in a candidate questionnaire, when asked how many American troops should be stationed in Iraq Cornilles said as of January 2012 there should be “only enough to secure our safe and efficient withdrawal.” And as of January 2013 there should be “only a small security contingent as the US embassy.” [Oregon Independent Party, 2011]

Would Not Comment on How Many Troops Should Be Stationed in Afghanistan

In 2011, it was reported that in a candidate questionnaire, when asked how many American troops should be stationed in Afghanistan in the next three years, Cornilles refused to state his opinion, saying, “We want our troops home as quickly as possible. Absent more input from military commanders, it would be irresponsible of me to provide a specific number on what the size of the military force should be in Afghanistan.” [Oregon Independent Party, 2011]
Supported Obama’s Proposed Job Programs for Veterans 

In a 2011, Cornilles was asked to comment on President Obama’s job speech in a radio interview. Cornilles said he agreed with the President on providing jobs and job training for veterans. “First of all he spoke very well about how we need to make sure we take care of our returning veterans, that they have job opportunities when they return home…I believe strongly that they need to go from helmet to hard hat quickly and whether it be through training programs. Whether it be through relationships we build within the corporate community that gives them reason and incentive to hire our veterans, they have sacrificed greatly, they and their families, they need to be taken care of.” [Ann Samuelson’s radio show, Part 2, 0:14, Posted 9/23/11]

Virginia Garcia Memorial Health Center
Touted that Virginia Garcia Health Center was Funded Through Medicare and Medicaid 

In 2011, Cornilles touted his work with the Virginia Garcia health center, funded in part through Medicare and Medicaid. “There’s an organization that I’m on the board for, it’s called Virginia Garcia. Virginia Garcia is what we call a community health center. They’re all over the state, and certainly all over the country. We have 129 community health centers in Oregon. Virginia Garcia is the name of six of them, I’m on their board, why? Because I believe they’re a good model we ought to be emulating around the country. A Virginia Garcia Community Health Center is a place where low income or no income individuals who need healthcare can come, they sit down with a person at the desk and they say I really need healthcare right now.” 
Cornilles continued, “And they work out a payment plan with this individual, not for insurance, but for care. And then whatever that person can pay, the rest is made up through Medicaid, the rest is made up through Medicare, the rest is made up through private donations and other forms of funding. But it actually puts the patient in the seat of, you know what, I got to take care of myself and be responsible the best that I can.” [Lektro, 31:02, 10/27/11]
Said He was a Huge Believer in Community Health Centers Like Virginia Garcia
In 2011, Cornilles said he was a huge believer in the community health centers like Virginia Garcia. “I’m also on the board of Virginia Garcia Memorial Foundation. You probably know Virginia Garcia, it’s a community health center in fact there are six almost seven clinics in Washington and Yamhill counties. I’m on that organization’s board because I believe strongly that healthcare is a vital interest in our community and healthcare coming out of Washington is not fixing our problem. But rather community health centers are just that, they’re opportunities locally to fix national problems. And I’m a huge believer in what we’re doing at Virginia Garcia, to lend healthcare, not health insurance, but healthcare to those who are either unemployed or perhaps with low income or worse yet no income. That’s something I care deeply about.” [Westside Economic Alliance Candidate Forum, Part 2, 20:42, 10/27/11]
Accused of Possibly Abetting Illegal Immigrants by Supporting Health Care Facility 

In 2011, Cornilles gave a speech at the Dorchester Founder’s event and defended himself against charges that he was aiding an organization possibly abetting illegal immigrants. “Recently I learned that my own naming to the Board of Directors for a health care facility in Washington County actually caused a few in our Party distress and consternation.  The charge is that I’m aiding a liberal organization and possibly abetting illegal immigrants.  Why is it commendable to join a liberal school board, for example, but ill-advised to exercise influence over an organization that serves needy children who would otherwise fill up our emergency rooms?” [The Dorchester Founder’s Speech by Rob Cornilles, Accessed 4/4/11]

Touted Involvement in Community Health Center Funded In Part Through Medicaid 

In 2011, Cornilles said the community health center he worked with, the Virginia Garcia Community Health Centers was funded in part through Medicaid. Cornilles said, “I’ve been fortunate to be involved in a variety of organizations on boards for example, I’m on the board of the Special Olympics of Oregon, I’m on the board of the Oregon League Minority Voters as well as Virginia Garcia Memorial Foundation. And for those listeners who do not know what Virginia Garcia is, it’s a community health center in fact there are six clinic in Washington and Yamhill counties that we oversee and those clinics are for people of low or no income who need healthcare and they go to one of the Virginia Garcia clinics and we provide that healthcare for them…Almost 50% of the costs are provided actually by the patients. They work out a payment plan and the payment plan is still less than what it would be if they were buying insurance on a monthly basis.” 

He went on to say “And the other half comes from Medicaid and also comes from private donations and corporate donations. And Community health centers are just a terrific tool in fact a great solution for the health care problems we have today.” [Ann Samuelson’s radio show, Part 1, 2:40, Posted 9/23/11]

Favored “Means Test” on Social Security as well as Medicare Benefits

In 2012, Cornilles said he favored “means test” Social Security as well as Medicare benefits.
[Oregonian, 1/10/12]

Favored Reducing Social Security Benefits Through Means-Testing for Wealthier Seniors

In 2011, the Oregonian pointed out that Cornilles talked about reducing the costs of Social Security through such possibilities as means-testing benefits for wealthier seniors. [Oregonian, 12/8/11] 
Democrats Said Cornilles Wanted to Privatize Parts of Medicare – Cornilles Said He Favored Medicare Advantage 

In 2011, Cornilles claimed a Democratic ad asserting that he wanted to privatize parts of Medicare was twisting he views. He said he wanted to continue the Medicare advantage plans that allow seniors to obtain Medicare benefits through private plans. [Oregonian, 12/8/11] 
Claimed He Would Maintain Medicare Choice 

In 2011, Cornilles issued a “Cornilles Commitment” and claimed he would “maintain Medicare choice.” He wrote “We must maintain Medicare choice for seniors so they can choose a plan that they feel best suits their health care needs.” [CornillesCommitment.com, accessed 12/8/11]
Claimed He Would Oppose Any Effort to Privatize Social Security or Medicare

In 2011, Cornilles issued a “Cornilles Commitment” claiming he would “oppose any effort to privatize Social Security or Medicare.” [CornillesCommitment.com, accessed 12/8/11] 
Claimed He Would Protect Benefits for Those “Nearing Retirement” 

In 2011, Cornilles issued a “Cornilles Commitment” and claimed he would protect those “nearing retirement.” He wrote “I will push for sensible reforms to lower costs for our seniors and protect those nearing retirement, while ensuring benefits will be there for younger generations.” [CornillesCommitment.com, accessed 12/8/11]
Supported Imposing Means Testing for Social Security and Favored Bowles-Simpson

In 2011, Cornilles supported means testing for Social Security and favored the Bowles –Simpson Commission Report. When asked what changes he supported regarding Social Security Cornilles said he supported imposing some form of means testing so that benefits for high-income seniors are reduced but benefits for lower income seniors remains unchanged. 

He also wrote, “I oppose privatization, period. Politicians should also stop spending annual Social Security surpluses on other government programs, robbing money from future retirees. Common sense reforms need to be embraced and we need to stop kicking the can down the road by continually ignoring good starting points, like the bipartisan Bowles –Simpson Commission Report. I truly believe that Social Security can be preserved for future generations with just a few bipartisan changes.”  [Oregon Independent Party, 2011] 

Supported Imposing Means Testing for Medicare and Using Bowles-Simpson as a Starting Point
When asked what changes he supported in the current Medicare funding system Cornilles checked the box “Impose means testing so that high-income seniors pay higher premiums for their Medicare (Parts B, C, D) coverage.” And, “Reduce hospital costs and costs of procedures by stricter controls and audits.” 

He also said he opposed the Ryan Plan and keeping the status quo of Medicare. He said “we must look, again, to Bowles-Simpson as a starting point.” He accused the Democrats of supporting $500 billion in Medicare cuts. “The cuts largely come out of a program called Medicare Advantage, which is an alternative to traditional fee-for-service Medicare. In Oregon, over 254,000 seniors have chosen Medicare Advantage for their health care. It is estimated by Medicare’s Chief Actuary that these cuts will force nearly half of Oregon’s seniors who’ve selected this option back onto fee - for-service Medicare… he result will be catastrophic cuts and premium increases that will harm seniors and, over time, cause an end to the system as we know it today.” [Oregon Independent Party, 2011]   

Cornilles Medicare Claim Against Bonamici “False” 

In 2011, Politifact described Cornilles’s claim that Bonamici supported cutting $500 billion from Medicare by supporting President Obama’s Affordable Care Act as “false.” 

“We’re giving Cornilles a False for his statement that Bonamici supports $500 billion in cuts to Medicare.” [PolitiFact, Oregonian, 11/14/11]
Cornilles Medicare Claim Against Bonamici “Wrong”

In 2011, Politifact repeatedly pointed out that Cornilles’s claim that President Obama’s Affordable Care Act cut $500 billion from Medicare was “wrong.” [PolitiFact, Oregonian, 11/14/11]

Politifact Repeatedly Debunked Cornilles Medicare Claim 

In 2011, Politifact repeatedly debunked Cornilles’s claim that President Obama’s Affordable Care Act cut $500 billion from Medicare. “Well, PolitiFact Oregon addressed it more than a year ago when Scott Bruun tried to use it against Rep. Kurt Schrader and called the claim Mostly False.”

The article continued “But that’s not all: PolitiFact National gave Michele Bachmann a Mostly False in September for claiming Obama was stealing $500 billion from Medicare. In July, PolitiFact Texas gave a state representative a Mostly False for claiming $500 billion in Medicare cuts were coming. And PolitiFact Ohio served up an out-and-out False to the National Republican Senatorial Committee in June for claiming that Sen. Sherrod Brown had voted to cut $500 billion from Medicare.” [PolitiFact, Oregonian, 11/14/11]

Politifact: Affordable Care Act Does Not Eliminate Current Medicare Benefits

In 2011, Politifact reported that The Affordable Care Act does not actually eliminate any current Medicare benefits. When Cornilles accused Bonamici of supporting a $500 billion cut to Medicare, Politifact wrote “The Affordable Care Act does reduce Medicare spending by $500 billion over the next 10 years. But here’s the catch: Those dollars aren’t taken out of the current budget, they are not actual cuts, and nowhere does the bill actually eliminate any current benefits.” [PolitiFact, Oregonian, 11/14/11]

The Affordable Care Act Reduced Medicare Spending by $500 Billion Over the Next 10 Years Primarily Through Savings

In 2011, Politifact reported that The Affordable Care Act reduced Medicare spending by $500 billion over the next 10 years primarily through savings. “About $220 billion comes from reducing annual increases in Medicare payments to health care providers. Another $36 billion comes from increasing premiums for higher-income beneficiaries. Administrative changes land another $12 billion in savings. A new national board is set to come up with $15.5 billion in savings -- but can’t get those savings from a reduction in benefits. The last big chunk of $136 billion comes in changes to the Medicare Advantage program, which has become more expensive than initially anticipated.” [PolitiFact, Oregonian, 11/14/11]
The Affordable Care Act Did Not Cut Current Budget for Medicare, Nor Did It Cut Guaranteed Medicare Benefits

In 2011, Politifact reported that that The Affordable Care Act did not cut the current budget for Medicare, nor did it cut guaranteed Medicare benefits. “while it’s true that the government is looking to reduce the growth of future spending, the Affordable Care Act does not eliminate $500 billion out of the current budget for Medicare. Most important, there are no cuts to guaranteed Medicare benefits.” [PolitiFact, Oregonian, 11/14/11]
Bonamici Supported the Affordable Care Act - did not Support Cutting Medicare Benefits

In 2011, Bonamici said that she supported the Affordable Care Act, but did not support cutting Medicare benefits. “Let me be absolutely clear: I do not support cutting Medicare benefits. I believe Medicare is a fundamental promise our nation owes to seniors and keeping Medicare financially stable is simply a matter of getting our priorities straight.” [PolitiFact, Oregonian, 11/14/11]
Cornilles’s Campaign Stuck to False Medicare Claim 

In 2011, Politifact repeatedly debunked Cornilles’s the claim that President Obama’s Affordable Care Act cut $500 billion from Medicare, however, he stuck by his claim. His campaign pointed to an Oregonian article before the health care bill passed that described the proposed savings as cuts, Politifact wrote “it does, but it doesn’t make the claim any more accurate.” 

The campaign also pointed to a Washington Post article that pointed out that Republican leaders have supported the same cuts in Medicare. “In the House Republican budget, lawmakers repealed the Obama health care law but retained all but $10 billion of the nearly $500 billion in Medicare savings, suggesting the actual policies enacted to achieve these spending reductions were not that objectionable to GOP lawmakers.” [PolitiFact, Oregonian, 11/14/11]
Cornilles’s Campaign Pointed to Washington Post Story that Wrote His Medicare Claim Has Significant Exaggerations

In 2011, Cornilles’s campaign pointed to a Washington Post story to back-up claim that the Affordable Care Act cut $500 billion from Medicare, but the story found his Medicare accusation had “significant omissions and/or exaggerations.” Politifact repeatedly debunked Cornilles’s claim that President Obama’s Affordable Care Act cut $500 billion from Medicare. [PolitiFact, Oregonian, 11/14/11]
Means Testing and Raising the Minimum Age were on the Table for Social Security 

When asked about Social Security Cornilles said means testing and raising the minimum age were on the table. Cornilles said, “the way it is right now is not going to work…there are some workable solutions. What I’m hearing from people I talk to in DC…is they say all the issues that are out there right now…because everybody from both sides…we need this thing to be preserved nicely…so I think weather we’re talking about means testing or whether we’re talking about raising the minimum age of receiving Social Security, those types of things are on the table. [Washington County Meet and Greet, Dick’s Country Chrysler Jeep Dodge, 11/3/11]

Note: The Obama administration, in seeking $4 trillion in spending cuts in a debt limit deal, has put major changes to Social Security and Medicare on the table if Republicans agree to increased tax revenues. [Daily Caller, 7/6/11] 

Declined to be Interviewed on About Healthcare, Medicare and Medicaid 

In 2011, Cornilles declined to be interviewed by the Lund Report, a group that focused on healthcare. The Democratic candidates interviewed opposed cuts to Medicare and Medicaid. [Oregonian, 11/1/11] 

Claimed He Was Not for the “Sole” Privatization of Medicare and Social Security

In 2011, Cornilles claimed he was not for the “sole” privatization of Medicare and Social Security. “I certainly have never been for the privatization, the sole privatization of Medicare or Social Security. I think we need to give seniors the choices that they’ve come to rely on and we need to preserve those programs because they’re so important and seniors have paid into those systems and they need to know that they’re going to be there when they need them most.” [KOHI Interview, 4:53, 11/2/11]
Touted Bowles-Simpson Report to Make Social Security Viable for Future

In 2011, at the Beaverton Fall Voter’s Forum Cornilles said, “I don’t believe in the privatization of Social Security. I think our countries had that debate several years ago and I think we had a resounding answer from the American people. Here’s what most concerns me about Social Security, other than the fact that it has to be fixed. Because as Suzanne said we made promises to seniors and I agree those promises need to be kept not just for today’s seniors, but for future seniors. How do you do that? You make sure that the programs viable in the future. And as I said here’s what disappoints me.” 

He went on to say “Last year the Bowles-Simpson report came out as commissioned by the President and in that report, which took 8 months to create they laid out some very pragmatic and very compromising ideas that we can start a discussion with in Washington, DC. What happened? Well essentially that report went in the desk drawer of people in the oval office and people in Congress and so we’re still talking about it.” [Beaverton Fall Voter’s Forum, 19:37, 10/24/11] 
Talked About Allowing Choice Between Private Plans and Current System in Medicare and Social Security 

In 2011, the Oregonian reported, “Cornilles said he would support a ‘hybrid’ approach for Medicare that would allow seniors to choose between private plans and the current system.  And he has also talked about allowing more choice in Social Security as well.” [Oregonian, 10/25/11] 
Supported Reforming Medicare for Next Generation 

In 2011, Cornilles said he did not favor the “no action” plan on Medicare, instead he would “reform for the next generation.” He wrote, “The second plan is to try to find solutions that will safeguard Medicare for those currently in the system or nearing retirement age, while finding reforms that will ensure it is financially healthy for the coming generation to retire…I support preserving the safety net of health care for seniors, particularly those who lack the means to access health insurance anywhere else.” 

[Oregonian, 10/24/11]

Wanted to State Steps to Shore Up Medicare and Social Security 

In 2011, Cornilles said he wanted to take “careful, prudent steps” to shore up Medicare and Social Security and distanced himself from the House Republican budget plan to end Medicare as an entitlement program. [Oregonian, 10/25/11]
Suggested Congress Use Bowles-Simpson Commission’s Report to Preserve Medicare and Social Security
In 2011, Cornilles said Congress and the President should have gone through the Bowles-Simpson Commission’s report on how to preserve Medicare and Social Security. “Congress and the President should have been busy this past year digging through the bi-partisan Bowles-Simpson Commission’s report on how to preserve Medicare and Social Security.” [Oregonian, 10/24/11]

Said Social Security Needed To Be Reformed
In 2011, Cornilles said Social Security needed to be reformed. “Social Security, while in need of some reform for future generations, is thankfully easier to place on a sustainable track than Medicare …However, for younger workers – many of whom already say they are suspicious that they will ever receive benefits – we need to enact common-sense bipartisan reforms.” [Oregonian, 10/24/11]
Questioned How Social Security Would be Provided to Next Generation 

In 2011, Cornilles said the question was how Social Security would be provided to kids and grandkids, he touted the Bowles-Simpson deficit reduction report. When asked about Social Security and the debt Cornilles said, “First and foremost, we have to protect Social Security. It’s a safety net that today’s seniors have invested in, and they’ve been promised that. We have to keep those promises, as well as those people in our country who are disadvantaged. The question therefore is how do we make sure that their kids, and their grandkids, and great-grandkids have the same type of certainty when they reach that age, or when they reach that need?” 

He went on to say, “I was really encouraged a year ago when the President commissioned what they called the Deficit Reduction Board, Bowles-Simpson is another name for it, and one of the things that they put on the table was some ideas to save Social Security. And while I don’t agree with everything in their proposal or their recommendations, I was very discouraged when Congress and the President essentially just put their ideas in a desk drawer and they’ve been sitting there all year.” [League of Women Voters, 53:19, 10/20/11]

Avoided Talking About Ryan Budget 

In 2011, Cornilles avoided talking about the Ryan budget. [Politico, 11/14/11]

Supported a Private Option for Medicare

In 2011, Cornilles said he supported a “hybrid” approach of giving seniors a choice between the existing system and a private option in relation to the Republican budget plan. [Oregonian, 10/11/11]

Supported Private Option for Social Security

When asked about the Ryan Plan, Cornilles said, “Right now there’s two plans, essentially, one is to let Social Security go bankrupt by doing nothing, by allowing it to just continue on its present course. And the other is to take it totally private. I think that somewhere in between, I think you create an opportunity rather to allow people more choice.” [Pacific University Candidate Forum, 31:54, 10/9/11] 
Asked What He Meant When He Said He Supported a Private Option for Seniors with Medicare and Social Security 

In 2011, Cornilles was asked, “The Democratic Party’s also taking you to task on your position on Social Security. You’ve called it sort of a hybrid reform where you favor a private option for seniors with Social Security and Medicare. And some people would say that is really risky with the volatile Wall Street, being able to your money in private investment. Why do you think that’s a good idea?” 

He said, “Well first of all, I’ll be very clear I have never, nor would I ever support privatization of Social Security. What I do believe though is that Social Security needs to be sustainable for everybody. Right now, those seniors who are enjoying its benefits and who are soon to enjoy its benefits, that needs to be there for them. We have made promises to our seniors, they’ve contributed to the system and that needs to be something that they receive. Down the road, how are we going to make sure that the generation 20 years from now, 30 years from now enjoys that same benefit? [News Channel 8, KGW.com, 5:47, 10/15/11]

Favored Bowles-Simpson Report for Entitlement Reforms 

In 2011, Cornilles was asked, “The Democratic Party’s also taking you to task on your position on Social Security. You’ve called it sort of a hybrid reform where you favor a private option for seniors with Social Security and Medicare. And some people would say that is really risky with the volatile Wall Street, being able to your money in private investment. Why do you think that’s a good idea?” 

He said, “I think that this is, frankly, one of those areas where there is some common ground in Washington DC. This is probably the best place where we can find bipartisanship, however, I find it very discouraging that the Bowels-Simpson report, which was brought out almost a year ago, eight months in the making, it had some common sense ideas. Some of them I agree with some of them I don’t, and yet for the most part this year it’s been sitting in the desk drawers of people in Washington. I’m tired of people talking, let’s actually roll up our sleeves, get to work and finish something.” [News Channel 8, KGW.com, 5:47, 10/15/11]

Supported Social Security Reform 

In 2011, columnist Dave Lister wrote that Cornilles supported Social Security reform, but understood the existing program had to be maintained for those whose retirement is on the horizon. [Columnist, Dave Lister, Oregonian, 9/29/11] 
Would Cut Social Security and Medicare Before Trimming Defense

In 2010, Cornilles said that he would cut spending on entitlement programs such as Social Security and Medicare before trimming the defense budget. [Daily Astorian, 1/21/10]
Opposed Gay Marriage 

In 2011, it was reported that although Cornilles opposed gay marriage. [Editorial, Willamette Weekly, 10/19/11]

Opposed Marriage Equality, Supported Civil Unions

In September 2010, Cornilles told KGW, “I believe that marriage should be defined between a man and a woman… I’ve said that I support civil unions.” [KGW, Part 2, 9/04/10]
In October 2011, the Willamette Weekly reported that Cornilles opposed gay marriage. [Willamette Weekly, Editorial, 10/19/11]
Supported Second Amendment

At a Republican candidate forum in March 2010, Cornilles expressed his support for the Second Amendment saying, “It protects our right to keep and bear arms. Period. It also makes sure that that’s an individual right. Not a collective right. So, for me, the bill of rights is the bill of rights.” [9/12 Candidate Forum, 3/18/10]
Cornilles: Patriot Act Needed Fixing

In November 2011, the Multnomah County Republican Party published a primary election survey of their candidates which asked “Will you vote to renew the Patriot Act?”  Cornilles responded, “There are positive and negative aspects of the Patriot Act, and we need to fix the bill before renewing it.” [Multnomah County Republican Party via oregoncatalyst.com, CD-1 Special Election Primary Survey, 11/05/11]
Issues – Taxes 

	Significant Findings

· Supported Extending Bush Tax Cuts
· Opposed Increasing Taxes for Wealthy Individuals and Corporations

· Refused to Sign ATR’s “No New Taxes” Pledge

· Criticized President’s Extension of the Payroll Tax Reduction…

· …but Supported Lower Corporate Taxes



Cornilles supports tax policies that benefit the wealthy and cost everyone else. He supported indefinitely extending the Bush-era tax cuts and said the corporate tax rate was “hindering America’s ability to compete internationally.” In March 2010 Cornilles opposed Oregon ballot measures 66 and 67 which increased taxes on high income individuals and raised the minimum corporate tax which were necessary to fund schools, health care, and public safety.
Cornilles Said Companies Were “making money off the tax code, which I think it absolutely wrong”

When talking about reforming the tax code Cornilles said companies were “making money off the tax code, which I think it absolutely wrong.” [Daily Astorian, uploaded, 3:11, 12/18/11]

Involved in Business Group that Sought Big Government Tax Breaks

In 2011, it was reported that Cornilles was involved in a business group that sought large tax breaks from the local, state and federal governments, despite his campaign claim that he favored eliminating tax loopholes. Cornilles claimed he was no longer involved in the project, which would have turned the Veterans Memorial Coliseum into a multimedia production hub. The plan would have included millions of dollars in tax incentives. [KATU, 12/14/11]

Denied Inconsistency Between Words and Actions on Tax Policy

In 2011, it was reported that Cornilles defended his involvement with a group of investors that would have involved big government tax breaks. On his campaign website he railed against a broken tax system and complained about a “dizzying number of credits, deductions, and loopholes.” But he and a group of investors proposal to revamp the Veterans Memorial Coliseum sought big tax breaks. Cornilles claimed he was no longer involved in the project and tried to distance himself from a proposal that “anticipated millions of dollars in tax incentives.” 

“So here he was asking for a very large group of tax breaks for this deal but saying that as a candidate he’d like to get rid of tax breaks. So it was inconsistent,” said Willamette Week reporter Nigel Jaquiss, who broke the story. “One man’s loophole is another man’s credit.”  “I don’t say tax breaks should be eliminated in my campaign,” Cornilles said. “I say we should eliminate corporate loopholes for the mega-corporations and the mega-rich.” [KATU, 12/14/11]

Development Proposal Relied on Tax Breaks – Despite Claim on Campaign Trail that Tax Breaks Hurt Small Business 

In 2011, Cornilles said tax breaks hurt small businesses ability to create jobs and claimed taxpayers like him got stuck with the bill on tax breaks – however, he would have benefitted from tax breaks in his development proposal. Cornilles and his partners proposed an $80 million remodel of Memorial Coliseum that relied on big tax breaks for its investors. His proposal would have made the Coliseum a multimedia facility. The proposal counted on substantial tax breaks for investors, who “will receive a 100% State of Oregon (transferable) tax write-off in addition to federal matching incentives co-developed by the City,” according to a May business plan. Backers said at the time the proposal could be eligible for as much as $30 million in tax credits. [Willamette Week, 12/14/11]

Claimed He Wasn’t Familiar With His Own Development Proposal That Counted On Tax Breaks

In 2011, Cornilles claimed he wasn’t familiar with his own Memorial Coliseum proposal to turn it into a multimedia facility and associated tax breaks. He said he didn’t recall that tax breaks were part of his partnership’s proposal despite the fact that it was reported on the Willamette Week May 18, 2011.When shown a copy of his group’s plan, he said one of his partners wrote it. “I’m not as familiar with it as you might think,” Cornilles said. “It was not a formal proposal.” He said the plan was simply “a concept.” [Willamette Week, 12/14/11]

Family Trust Included Retirement Center Built with $9 Million in Public Loans – Tax Abatement Worth $2 Million 
In 2011, Cornilles’ wife had a 17 percent holding in a family trust which included a Northeast Portland retirement center built with nearly $9 million in public loans. The center had its property tax abatement extended, a break that city officials estimate is worth $2 million. [Willamette Week, 12/14/11]

Willamette Week: Hypocritical on His Position on Taxes
In 2012, the Willamette Week endorsed Bonamici and said he was hypocritical on his position on taxes. “He blasts tax breaks for corporations and wealthy individuals, but in 2011 proposed a renovation of Memorial Coliseum built on millions of dollars’ worth of tax breaks.” [Editorial, Willamette Week, 1/11/12]
Claimed He Would Enact “Fair Tax Code” and “Eliminate Special Interest Loopholes”

In 2011, Cornilles issued a “Cornilles Commitment” claiming he would enact a “fair tax code.” And claiming he would “eliminate special interest loopholes.” [CornillesCommitment.com, accessed 12/8/11] 
Reiterated Support for Bush Tax Cuts 

In 2011, Cornilles reiterated his support to keep the Bush tax cuts in place. [Oregonian, 12/8/11] 
Proposed A Tax Plan That Eliminated Loop Holes and Exemptions

In 2011, Cornilles proposed a tax plan that eliminated loop holes and exemptions. The News Yamhill County reported he advocated for creating “a simpler, more predictable tax code that eliminates many corporate tax loop holes and exemptions to eliminate situations like General Electric that paid no federal taxes last year despite making $14 billion dollars worldwide.” 

[News Yamhill County, 12/13/11]

Claimed He Would Favor Closing Corporate Loop Holes and Exemptions

In 2011, Cornilles claimed he would go to Washington and favor raising tax revenues through closing corporate tax loop holes and exemptions, but also lowering certain tax revenues on others. [News Yamhill County, 12/13/11]

Supported Eliminating Home Mortgage Interest Deduction for Second Homes

In 2011, it was reported that in a candidate questionnaire, Cornilles voiced his support for the elimination of the home mortgage interest deduction for second homes. [Oregon Independent Party, 2011]
Refused to Answer Whether it was Fair the Top 5% of Income Earners Had Lower Tax Rate than Average U.S. Household 

In 2011, Cornilles refused to answer whether it was fair that the top 5% of income earners had a lower tax rate than the average U.S. household. Cornilles said “fiddling with the tax rates is insufficient. Our tax system is broken and needs to be overhauled. A dizzying number of credits, deductions, and loopholes have created a maze where people send money on things designed to avoid taxes rather than generate economic growth. Cornilles said a majority of Americans paid no federal income tax, and that the full tax bill is shouldered by, “people like you and me, and small and medium-sized companies like the ones in Oregon that don’t have tens of millions of dollars to stuff the tax code with special interest perks.” [Oregon Independent Party, 2011]
Did Not Support Surtax on the Wealthy

In 2011, it was reported that when asked if he supported a proposed 5% surtax on household incomes in excess of $1 million annually in a candidate questionnaire, Cornilles said he did not. [Oregon Independent Party, 2011]
Would Reduce Tax Rate on Income from Controlled Foreign Corporations

In 2011, it was reported that in a candidate questionnaire, Cornilles said he supported the reduction of tax rates on income from controlled foreign corporations so that money could come back to the U.S. “Such a reduction must be coupled with a requirement that these corporations spend the savings on job-creating activities.” [Oregon Independent Party, 2011]
Called for Elimination of Loopholes, Said Current Tax Code Promotes Tax Avoidance

In 2011, it was reported that in a candidate questionnaire, Cornilles called for the simplification of the tax code.

“I support eliminating the loopholes that encourage tax avoidance behavior and lowering rates to encourage job-producing activities. The tax code drives too many decisions, meaning individuals and companies are allocating resources based on a tax avoidance benefit rather than a job creation benefit,” said Cornilles. He said he supported “lowering rates to encourage job-producing activities.” [Oregon Independent Party, 2011]
Called for the Creation of “Equal Opportunity” for All Americans to Share in “National Prosperity”

In 2011, it was reported that in a candidate questionnaire, Cornilles said that the government had the responsibility to “enact appropriate laws and regulations regarding trade, tax rates, and social programs to ensure that all segments of our economy have an equal opportunity to share in (and create more) national prosperity.” [Oregon Independent Party, 2011]

Said Raising Taxes on the Wealthy was Not the Way to Reduce the Deficit

In 2011, it was reported in a candidate questionnaire that Cornilles said raising taxes on the rich was not a viable option to reduce the federal budget deficit.

“Raising taxes on the wealthy – as has been proposed – would increase taxes by less than $100 billion per year. So, instead of a $1.3 trillion deficit in 2011 we would have a $1.2 trillion deficit. That assumes that they won’t simply shelter income in the hundreds of loopholes that riddle our complex tax code. The problem isn’t that we are under-taxed; it’s that we have a broken tax system and our government continues to excessively borrow money that even the greatest tax on the wealthy cannot satisfy,” said Cornilles. [Oregon Independent Party, 2011]
Said Government Should Reduce Taxes to Increase Jobs

In 2011, it was reported that in a candidate questionnaire, Cornilles said that the government should reduce taxes in order to increase jobs in the United States. “Simplify the overly complex tax code that too often favors the politically connected and mega-corporations over the middle-class and small businesses. Increase predictability in taxes and regulations so employers can feel more comfortable expanding and hiring,” wrote Cornilles. [Oregon Independent Party, 2011]
Promised to Overhaul Tax Code

In 2011, it was reported that Cornilles promised to overhaul the federal tax code. [Oregon Public Broadcasting, 11/9/11]

Ideas on Decreasing the National Debt Included Simplification of the Tax Code

In 2011, Cornilles said his ideas on decreasing the national debt include simplification of the tax code. [Tualatin Times, 11/10/11]

Would Simplify the Tax Code by Lowering Rates and Eliminating Deductions and Credits

In 2011, it was reported that in a radio interview, when asked what he would push for if elected to Congress, Cornilles said he would simplify the tax code by lowering rates and eliminating deductions and credits. 

Cornilles told the interviewer, “Right now the tax code is so mumbo-jumbo people can’t understand it, at least small business owners like myself can’t understand it because it just continues to change and the changes are temporary… If we simplify the tax code by lowering rates and eliminating these crazy loopholes and these deductions and credits…I think we’ll see a greater fairness in the tax code.” [Oregon Public Radio, Think Out Loud, 4:14,  10/28/11]
Advocated for Reducing Tax Rates for Everyone 

In 2011, Cornilles said he would reduce tax rates for everyone, “we also reduce rates for everybody.”  [Westside Economic Alliance Candidate Forum, Part 2, 10/27/11]

Advocated for Lower Tax Rates Across the Board 

In 2011, Cornilles said he would lower tax rates across the board. “The tax code we have today in our country doesn’t work. Because it’s not helping us to drive the economy…So what we need to do is simplify the tax code so that everybody understands it. You simplify it, by first of all lowering the rates across the board, and also eliminating loopholes that only the mega corporations.” 

He went on to say, “It’s not fair to small businesses in Oregon, where 60% of the jobs are created in this state. We need a tax code that small businesses can understand, that’s predictable enough that they know how to move forward and invest, not just for the month ahead, but for the year and the decade ahead. Tax simplification is the key, it’s one of the driving things that I will be a part of in Congress.” [League of Women Voters, 10/20/11]

Favored Lowering Overall Tax Rates and Eliminating Tax Loopholes 

In 2011, Cornilles said he favored eliminating tax loopholes that only large corporations could use, but lowering tax rates overall. Cornilles said “Politicians in Washington D.C. keep wanting to suggest a new fix, but their fixes are always temporary. And that’s not how businesses work. They always want to look two years down the road, ten years down the road, and make plans accordingly.” [Oregon Public Broadcasting, 10/26/11] 

Advocated for Lowering Taxes for Millionaires 

 

In 2011, when asked if he would support raising revenue by taxing the rich like Warren Buffet. Cornilles said, “Well, I do think, again I am kind of humored by Warren Buffet, I think he’s found a nice way to use the tax code to make sure there are no more Warren Buffet’s. But I think quite simply we need to simplify the tax code. It’s too complicated, there are too many loopholes that only the mega-corporations get to take advantage of. So if we simplify by eliminating the loopholes, by reducing the rates for all parties, people of all income brackets.” [News Channel 8, KGW.com, 2:30, 10/15/11]
Did Not Know Details of Herman Cain’s 9-9-9 Tax Plan 

In 2011, when asked if he would supported Herman Cain’s 9-9-9 Plan, Cornilles said, “I, frankly, haven’t looked into it too much, I don’t know that all the details are out there. I’m really more concerned with simplifying the entire tax code.” [News Channel 8, KGW.com, 3:19, 10/15/11]
  

Said He Would Lower Tax Rates When Asked If He Would Support Taxing Millionaires 

When Cornilles was asked if the millionaires in the first district of Oregon should pay higher taxes he said, “This whole issue about taxes is very simple to me. If we want to create greater economic activity and encourage people to be entrepreneurial and take risks and invest in America we need to lower all the tax rates and eliminate the crazy loopholes that we have created over the last 20 to 30 years. Thereby giving everyone a fair chance to be prosperous in this country. And by the way to biggest laugh in the hall so far tonight was from my wife when you called me a millionaire.” [Jewish Federation Candidate Forum, Part 2, 1:12, 10/10/11]

Said He Backed Lower Tax Rates and Fewer Loopholes 

In 2011, Cornilles received the Oregonian endorsement in the primary and said he backed lower tax rates. He maintains that the economy is hurt by overregulation, and that the tax system needs lower rates and fewer loopholes. But he calls himself “a different type of Oregon Republican, who grew up watching Hatfield, Packwood and Atiyeh,” and has refused to commit to the no-tax-increase pledge that all but six of current U.S. House Republicans have signed. [Editorial, Oregonian, 10/15/11]
Said He Opposed Raising Taxes 

In 2011, Cornilles said he opposed raising taxes despite the fact that he would not sign the no tax pledge.  “I’m a principled person,” he said. “and just because I have principles doesn’t mean that I won’t listen to what the other side has to say.” [KATU.com, 10/13/11]
Would Have Voted Against Closing Loopholes, Medicaid Assistance, Education Funding

In 2010, Cornilles said he would have voted against a bill extending increased Medicaid assistance and education funding to states by closing tax loopholes for multinational corporations. [Jayne Carroll Show, KUIK 1360, 8/10/10]

The bill extended the increased federal matching payments of the Federal Medical Assistance Percentage program provided for under the economic stimulus law for an additional six months. It also provided $10 billion in supplemental appropriations for education to assist in hiring and retaining teachers and other public school employees. 

The $26.1 billion cost of the bill was offset in part by terminating increased food stamp benefits, provided by the stimulus law, and by closing use of the foreign tax credit by multinational corporations. Closing those loopholes would raise approximately $10 billion in revenue. [CQ Bill Analysis, 8/11/10]
The bill passed, 247-161, and the President signed the bill into law on August 10, 2010. [HR 1586, Vote #518, 8/10/10]

Criticized President Obama’s Position on Continuing Payroll Tax 

In 2011, Cornilles criticized President Obama’s plan to extend lowered payroll tax rates for employers and employees. Cornilles said, “Another thing that the president mentioned which I think is something that should be discussed and debated in congress, he talked about putting a further holiday on the payroll tax. Now that’s good because it puts more money in middle class pockets, but the problem with this is that just doing a temporary tax cut extension for another twelve months is just going to create a bigger problem at the end of 2012. Because at that point the tax, the payroll tax will shoot up considerably. …Tax breaks will expire. They will sunset and now we’re going to have a massive tax hike at the end of 2012.” 

Cornilles continued, “We need to fix the tax code so that its predictable and this isn’t just for a year or two. It’s five and ten years out that will revitalize investment dollars in this country both domestically and dollars coming even coming from overseas to invest in our local communities and our infrastructure.” [Ann Samuelson’s radio show, Part 2, 3:45, Posted 9/23/11]
Wanted to Lower Corporate Tax Rate 

In 2010, Peggy Bodner with the Portland Examiner wrote that Cornilles believed that the corporate tax rate was hindering America’s ability to compete internationally, and wanted to lower the rate accordingly. [Portland Examiner, 5/18/10] 
Supported Extending Bush Tax Cuts

In a 2010 debate, Cornilles supported extending the Bush administration’s tax cuts for the wealthy. Cornilles said not renewing the tax cuts would be “demonizing certain classes of our society” and would discourage growth. [Oregonian, 9/11/10]

Advocated for Simplifying Tax Code and Getting Rid of Regulations 

In 2011, on the Bill Post Radio Show Cornilles advocated for simplifying the tax code and eliminating regulations that strangled business. He said, “They know with certainty what’s around the economic corner because the tax code has been simplified because regulations have been brought into check and we keep those reasonable regulations that keep us safe, but we eliminate those that simply strangle business investment and entrepreneurship and risk taking. 
In 2011, on the Bill Post Radio Show Cornilles criticized the President’s September job speech and said he would simplify the tax code and get rid of regulations, which strangle business. [The Bill Post Radio Show, 3:16, 9/9/11]
Said He Wouldn’t Sign No Tax Pledge 

At a 2011 forum, Cornilles was attacked by fellow Republicans for his refusal to sign the no tax pledge. 

“A conservative Republican must go to Washington, D.C.,” Michaels said. “With all due respect, (Cornilles) lost by double digits to crazy Congressman Wu.” He said he wouldn’t pander to right-wing ideals to win votes. “I don’t sign pledges,” he said. “I take a pledge to the people of the district.” Right now, that means a fairer tax system with lower rates across the board and elimination of loopholes, he said. [Hillsboro Argus, 10/11/11]  
Was Not on Board with Grover Norquist’s No-Tax Pledge

In 2011, columnist Dave Lister wrote that Cornilles was not on board with Grover Norquist’s no-tax pledge. “I haven’t signed it,” he says. “I don’t let other people do my talking for me. My commitments are to those who live in my district, first and foremost.” [Columnist, Dave Lister, Oregonian, 9/29/11]

Previously Would Not Answer Whether He Would Sign No-Tax Increase Pledge

In 2011, in response to the question of whether Cornilles would sign a no-tax increase pledge, he said that the tax code is overly complicated. “We need a simpler, fairer tax structure,” Cornilles said. [Oregonian, 9/21/11] 

Advocated for Simpler Tax Code 
In 2011, Cornilles advocated for a simpler tax code and a fairer tax code. Cornilles said “Here in Oregon especially, if we could have a simpler tax code, starting at the Federal level so that entrepreneurs and investors know what they’re going to be able to do with that investment, not just next year but 3 years from now, 5 years from now, 10 years from now, that’s step number 1. And we certainly need a fairer tax code in this country. There’s no reason for example GE, which makes billions of dollars much of it overseas, should have zero tax liability in this country. That’s absolutely wrong.” [Ann Samuelson’s radio show, Summary, Part 1, 7:20, Posted 9/23/11]

Said Tax Cuts Were Necessary to Create Jobs 

In 2011, on the Bill Post Radio Show Cornilles said the President knew tax cuts would get the economy going again. Cornilles said, “it’s also interesting to me that at the end of last year President Obama pushed forward the extension of what they call the Bush tax cuts. Now why did he do that? Because he knew that tax cuts were necessary to get the economy going again. And what did he do last night? He talked about additional extension of other tax cuts, the pay roll tax. It seems very curious to me that this President, when push comes to shove recognizes that in fact lower taxes is what will stimulate economic activity in this country not hire taxes. 

In 2011, on the Bill Post Radio Show Cornilles said tax cuts were necessary to create jobs. He expressed support for the Bush tax cuts and said the President acknowledged that lower taxes would stimulate the economy. [The Bill Post Radio Show, 3:27, 9/9/11]
Said the Tax Code Needed to Be Simplified; Criticized President for Proposing Temporary Changes 

In 2011, Cornilles said the tax code needed to be simplified and criticized the President for proposing temporary changes to the tax code. “The tax code is so overly complicated Tom, that small business owners like myself we can’t understand it from year to year because it continues to change. As recently as two weeks ago the president, you know, proposed new changes to the tax code, which would be temporary by the way, which is not the way businesses think. It shows the difference between a President who really has never run anything before as far as the private sector vs. those of us who have. You have to simplify the tax code. You have to make it fair there’s no reason that the GE’s of the world who make billions of dollars even overseas should get away paying zero in taxes…that needs to be fixed.” [KAST2, Radio Interview, 5:50, 9/22/11]
Supported Extending Bush Tax Cuts

During the 2010 campaign, Cornilles supported indefinitely extending the Bush-era tax cuts. [The Oregonian, 11/03/10; Associated Press. 8/21/10]
In a September 2010 debate, Cornilles said not renewing the tax cuts would be “demonizing certain classes of our society” and discourage economic growth. [The Oregonian, 9/11/10]
In November 2010, the Portland Examiner reported that Cornilles felt not extending the Bush tax cuts was “a dereliction of duty.” [Portland Examiner, 11/02/10]
Criticized for not Signing ATR’s “No New Taxes” Pledge

In October 2011, Cornilles was criticized by one of his Republican primary opponents, Jim Greenfield, for refusing to sign Americans for Tax Reform’s Taxpayer Protection Pledge. Greenfield said, “The pledge is signed by almost every Republican in Congress –278 of them signed it. I signed it, and all but six of the House of Representatives’ Republicans have signed it. He has refused to sign it.” [Daily Astorian, 10/04/11]
Refused to Sign Grover Norquist’s Tax Pledge…
In September 2011, The Oregonian guest columnist Dave Lister wrote that Cornilles said, “I haven’t signed it. I don’t let other people do my talking for me. My commitments are to those who live in my district, first and foremost.” [Guest Columnist, Dave Lister, The Oregonian, 9/29/11]
…Previously Refused to Answer whether he would Sign No-Tax Increase Pledge

In September 2011, when asked if he would sign a no-tax increase pledge, Cornilles claimed the tax code was overly complicated and said, “We need a simpler, fairer tax structure.” [The Oregonian, 9/21/11] 
Criticized President’s Extension of the Payroll Tax Reduction

In 2011, Cornilles criticized President Obama’s proposal to extend a payroll tax reduction for employers and employees explaining that “more money in middle class pockets” was a good thing but that “Tax breaks will expire.” He said, “They will sunset and now we’re going to have a massive tax hike at the end of 2012.” [Ann Samuelson’s radio show, Part 2, 3:45, Posted 9/23/11]
Supports Lower Corporate Taxes

In November 2010, the Portland Examiner reported that Cornilles believed the corporate tax rate was “hindering America’s ability to compete internationally,” and wanted to lower it. [Portland Examiner, 11/02/10]
Opposed Increasing Taxes for Wealthy Individuals and Corporations

In March 2010, Cornilles told Populations TV the he opposed Oregon ballot Measures 66 and 67. [Populations TV Show, 3/23/10]
Measure 66 Increased Taxes on High Income Individuals

According to The Oregonian, Measure 66 raised the tax rate from 9 percent to 10.8 percent for individuals with taxable income above $125,000. The rate for income about $250,000 was also raised to 11 percent. For married couples the income thresholds were twice as much. 

Oregon’s Legislative Revenue Office estimated “about 2.5 percent of all Oregon tax filers would see an increase in their taxes, or about 38,000 out of 1.5 million filers.” [The Oregonian, 1/12/10]
Passed with 54 Percent of the Vote

In January 2010 Oregon voters supported Measure 66 by an 8 point margin:

	Support
	Votes
	Percent

	Yes
	692,687
	54.27%

	No
	583,707
	45.73%


[Oregon Secretary of State, Special Election Abstracts of Votes, 1/26/10]

Measure 67 Increased Minimum Corporate Tax

According to The Oregonian, Measure 67 replaced the minimum corporate tax of $10 with a sliding scale ranging from ranges from $150 to $100,000.
Fewer than 1,700 corporations, or about 5 percent, of were expected to see higher taxes. [The Oregonian, 1/12/10]
Passed with 53 Percent of the Vote

In January 2010 Oregon voters supported Measure 67 by a 7 point margin:

	Support
	Votes
	Percent

	Yes
	682,720
	53.59%

	No
	591,188
	46.41%


[Oregon Secretary of State, Special Election Abstracts of Votes, 1/26/10]

Measures Raised $727 Million for Schools, Health Care, and Public Safety

According to The Oregonian, Measures 66 was expected to raise $472 million while Measure 67 was expected to raise $255 million. They money was allocated as part of the general fund budget for 2009-2011. The paper wrote, “Most of the money would pay for public schools, health care and public safety.” [The Oregonian, 1/12/10]
Opposed the Estate Tax

In May 2010, Cornilles said, “I think the Death Tax needs to be eliminated, because right now we need people to invest.” [Cornilles Remarks, Executive Club, 5/05/10]
Issues – Transportation 
	Significant Findings

· Opposed High Speed and Light Rail

· Supported $3 Billion Columbia River Crossing Bridge that Depended on Federal Funding




Cornilles opposed both high speed and light rail instead saying that maintaining or replacing roads and bridges should be a higher priority. He also supported a $3 billion project to replace the Interstate 5 bridge over the Columbia River that was dependent upon federal funding despite his previous comments on the necessity to reduce spending.
Would Fight for Funding for Columbia River Crossing

In 2011, it was reported that in a candidate questionnaire, Cornilles said that he would fight for funding for the Columbia River Crossing, deeming the project necessary to make Oregon’s First District economically competitive.

He said “We need to replace the Eisenhower-era bridge to help update our infrastructure…but the waste so far has been inexcusable and reinforces the skepticism people feel towards government.” [Oregon Independent Party, 2011]
Would Limit Subsidies on High-Speed Rail and Amtrak Service

In 2011, it was reported in a candidate questionnaire that Cornilles said subsidies from the federal government for high-speed rail and Amtrak service should be limited.

“Such subsidies should be reviewed and approved on a case-by-case basis only where they make sense from a geographic location standpoint as well as considerations such as demand, other nearby infrastructure and transportation options, etc,” said Cornilles. [Oregon Independent Party, 2011]

Recognized Need for Columbia River Crossing
In 2011, columnist Dave Lister wrote that Cornilles recognized the need for the Columbia River Crossing. He was however, disappointed that six years and $150 million were wasted. “If we are to grow this economy,” Cornilles, “we have to have solid infrastructure.” [Columnist, Dave Lister, Oregonian, 9/29/11]

Cornilles Backed $3 Billion Columbia River Project 

In 2011, Rob Cornilles backed the $3 billion project to replace the Interstate 5 bridge over the Columbia River. He agreed with the three leading Democratic candidates and said the need for the project was clear. Cornilles complained that the Washington and Oregon departments of transportation have spent $130 million on planning but “haven’t turned a shovel of dirt yet.” The 1st District for too many years has not had a real strong voice in Congress to help us build the infrastructure” needed in the region, Cornilles said. [Oregonian, 9/17/11] 


Said He Would Make Sure Columbia River Crossing Project was Done Affordably 

In 2011, Rob Cornilles agreed the Columbia River Crossing project – an expanded Interstate 5 bridge to connect Portland and Vancouver, Wash., – should go forward. Cornilles said “We have to improve our infrastructure…We’ve spent $147 million and six years” on the project “which hasn’t even produced a shovel full of dirt. I will make sure it gets done and gets done affordably.” [Beaverton Valley Times, 9/22/11]
Columbia River Crossing Project Depended Upon Federal Funding 

In 2011, according to the Columbia River Crossing website the project was expected to receive federal funding. “The CRC project is expected to receive funding from three major sources: the federal government, the states of Washington and Oregon and tolling the I-5 bridge. Each funding source is expected to provide about a third of the total construction funds.” [Columbia River Crossing.org, accessed 9/19/11] 
Opposed High Speed and Light Rail

In May 2010, Cornilles agreed when an interviewer criticized light rail projects in Oregon because users only paid 20 percent of operational costs and none of the capital construction. The interviewer also said, “high speed rail makes light rail look like a good deal.”
Cornilles replied, “Very little disagreement.” He claimed maintaining or replacing roads and bridges should be a higher priority. [Cornilles Remarks, Executive Club, 5/05/10]
Supported $3 Billion Columbia River Crossing Bridge

In September 2011, The Oregonian reported that Cornilles supported a $3 billion project to replace the Interstate 5 bridge over the Columbia River and perform other improvements. He complained that $130 million had been spent on planning but “a shovel of dirt” had not been moved yet. He said, the need for the project “is clear.” [The Oregonian, 9/18/11]
Note: Democrats Avakian, Witt, and Bonamici also supported the bridge project.
Guest Columnist: Cornilles Disappointed that Money Wasted in Columbia River Crossing  

In 2011, The Oregonian guest columnist Dave Lister wrote Cornilles was disappointed that six years and $150 million had been “wasted dithering over the Columbia River crossing.”Cornilles supported the bridge project saying, “If we are to grow this economy we have to have solid infrastructure.” [Guest Columnist, Dave Lister, The Oregonian, 9/29/11]
Columbia River Crossing Project Depended Upon Federal Funding 

In 2011, according to the Columbia River Crossing website, the project was expected to receive federal funding. “The CRC project is expected to receive funding from three major sources: the federal government, the states of Washington and Oregon and tolling the I-5 bridge. Each funding source is expected to provide about a third of the total construction funds.” [Columbia River Crossing.org, accessed 9/19/11] 
Appendix I – Paid Media Summary
2011 Special Election

Ads Against Cornilles 
Attacked for Wanting to Turn Parts of Medicare Over to Insurance Companies 
In 2012, Cornilles wanted to turn parts of Medicare over to private insurance companies. “Announcer: Republican Rob Cornilles. Cornilles: “I was the original Tea Party candidate.” Tax breaks for millionaires. Turn Parts of Medicare over to private insurance companies. And Cornilles is against a woman’s right to choose and is backed by a group who opposes abortion even in cases of rape and incest. Extremely bitter tea. Republican Rob Cornilles.  Extremely wrong for us.” [DCCC IE Ad, accessed 1/31/11]
Attacked For His Business Record
In 2012, Cornilles was attacked for his business record. Announcer:  Republican Rob Cornilles. Cornilles:  “I just tried to play by the rules.” Newcast:  “Cornilles’ business was hit with a federal lien in 2007 for not paying payroll taxes.” … tax lien of $83,284….Newscast:  “ …employees filed complaints saying they didn’t get paid for work.” The Oregon Bureau of Labor and Industries questioned the legality of Cornilles’ business. Rob Cornilles.  Untrustworthy. Extremely wrong for Oregon. The Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee is responsible for the content of this advertising.” [DCCC IE Ad, accessed 1/31/11]
Bonamici Attacked Cornilles for Liens Against His Company 

In 2012, Bonamici attacked Cornilles for liens against his company. “Rob Cornilles is attacking Suzanne Bonamici...on taxes? The Associated Press reports, Rob Cornilles’ own business failed to pay eighty-three-thousand dollars in taxes. The I.R.S. even had to place a lien on Cornilles’ business to collect the unpaid taxes. Despite Cornilles being worth as much as $7 million. Fails to pay taxes...but attacks his opponent on taxes. That’s Rob Cornilles. One set of rules for himself.  Another for the rest of us.” [Bonamici Responds to Cornilles Attack, uploaded 1/5/12]
Attacked by the House Majority PAC for Misleading Voters About the Number of Employees His Business Had 

In 2012, Cornilles was attacked by the House Majority PAC for misleading voters about the number of employees he had and attacked for liens. “Cornilles: We’ve created more than 500 jobs for people. Narrator: His company didn’t pay federal taxes for nine months. Well I’ve been able to create more than 500 jobs. He had to pay back wages to trainees who say they worked eleven weeks without pay. Cornilles: Created jobs for more than 500 people. Narrator: And the 500 jobs? The Oregonian says Cornilles actually has 6 employees. See for yourself at Oregonian.com. The House Majority PAC is responsible for the content of this advertising.” [House Majority PAC, “Six Employees,” 1/17/12]
Attacked for Saying He was “the Original Tea Party Candidate”
In 2012, Cornilles was attacked for saying he was “the original Tea Party candidate.” “Meet Rob Cornilles. “I was the original Tea Party candidate.” And look at Cornilles’ brand of tea. More tax cuts for millionaires …turning over some of Medicare to private insurance companies. And Cornilles even has his own plan to reduce seniors Social Security benefits. Rob Cornilles. “The original Tea Party candidate.”  He’s extremely wrong for us. The Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee is responsible for the content of this advertising.” [DCCC IE Ad, Uploaded 12/8/11]
Ads Cornilles Ran Against Bonamici 
Ad 5: Cornilles Attacked Bonamici on Taxes 

In his fifth ad against Bonamici, Cornilles said she was wrong on the issues like taxes and job creation.  “Announcer: The same people who covered up for David Wu are now deceiving you about Rob Cornilles. Because Suzanne Bonamici is wrong on the issues. She can’t recall ever voting against a tax increase or fee hike. And she has no record of job creation. We need a fresh start. Rob Cornilles: As the only job creator in this race, I’ll work for bipartisan solutions that create Oregon jobs. And I will protect Social Security and Medicare. I’m Rob Cornilles. I approve this message and ask for your vote.” [A Fresh Start, uploaded 1/24/12]
Ad 4: Cornilles Attacked Bonamici on Taxes 

In his fourth ad against Bonamici, Cornilles team up with the NRCC and said she supported a plan to take $500 billion from Medicare. “Announcer: Suzanne Bonamici’s allies attacks are dirty, garbage, insulting to voters intelligence. Bonamici’s record, even worse. She supports a plan that takes $500 billion from Medicare, raises taxes and hurts seniors. She voted for higher taxes and fees on the middle-class and small business and Bonamici has no record of job creation. Cornilles: My number one priority in Congress is to help create jobs. Is to get this economy moving again. I’m Rob Cornilles and I approve this message.” [Tasteless, accessed 1/17/12]

Ad 3: Cornilles Attacked Bonamici on Taxes 

In his third ad against Bonamici, Cornilles said she voted for tax increases. “The job creator or the partisan politician?  The Oregonian reports, Senator Bonamici has “one of the most liberal voting records” in Salem. She’s voted for 60 tax increases, hurting the middle class and small businesses. Incredibly, Bonamici “can’t recall ever voting against a tax increase or fee hike”. Bonamici “can’t recall ever voting against a tax increase or fee hike” –The Oregonian, 12/19/11 And she has “no record of job creation.” It’s time for a job creator. We have to focus on bi-partisan solutions that create real jobs. I’m Rob Cornilles and I approve this message. [Change We Need, Uploaded, 1/3/12]

Ad 2: Cornilles Touted Self as Job Creator 

In his first ad of the 2010 general election Cornilles touted his record of creating jobs. Alison Cornilles: We have three great boys. We were worried about them being able to find jobs here in Oregon when they get older. Rob Cornilles: Yeah, people are struggling. They don’t know if they’re going to be able to find work and that’s why my number one priority in Congress will be to create jobs. Announcer: Rob Cornilles proven job creator. Rob Cornilles: As a small business owner who has created jobs. I know what it takes to move this economy, to give people a brighter future. Announcer: Read the Cornilles Commitment online. Rob Cornilles: We have to focus on bipartisan solutions that create real jobs. I’m Rob Cornilles and I approve this message. [Cornilles for Congress ad, Uploaded 12/8/11] 
Criticized Bonamici for “Negative” Ads, Despite His Own Previous “Negative” Campaigning

In 2011, it was reported that Cornilles criticized his opponent, Suzanne Bonamici, for running “negative” ads against him, and said that there was already too much negativism in politics. However, Bonamici countered by pointing out that Cornilles “went negative” on her by claiming she voted party-line 98% of the time while a state legislator. [News Yamhill County, 12/13/11]

Ad 1: Cornilles Claimed He Would Protect Medicare and Social Security; Touted Job Creation

I’m Rob Cornilles. Like you I’ve had it with Washington. Politicians more concerned with their job than yours. And both parties are at fault. We need a new direction.  I’m a small business owner who’s created jobs. In Congress I’ll take an independent route. Grow jobs, reduce the debt, protect Social Security and Medicare. Sending more politicians to DC won’t change things. I’m running for Congress because we can do better. That’s why I approve this message. [Cornilles for Congress, uploaded 10/24/11]
Note: Cornilles’s ad is similar to Rep. Blumenauer’s ad

Cornilles was Running Through Oregon’s Third Congressional District in First Ad

In 2011, the Daily Kos pointed out that in Cornilles’s first ad he is shown running through Oregon’s Third Congressional District. “Downtown Portland, which features in the ad’s background just across the Willamette River, is in the 1st CD—but that same river divides the 1st from the 3rd, so to capture a picturesque view of that part of the city, you have to situate yourself in OR-03.” [Daily Kos, 10/26/11] 
Cornilles Ad Took a Page Out of the Romney Playbook

The Fix reported that Cornilles’s ad took a page out of the Romney playbook. Oregon special election candidate Rob Cornilles (R) takes a page out of Romney’s book, with an ad featuring him running — literally — for Congress. [Chris Cillizza, Washington Post, 10/26/11] 

Ad Showed Cornilles Running in Wrong District

Cornilles ran away from district in ad that was filmed in the wrong district. “He’s standing on the Eastbank Esplanade, with the downtown Portland skyline behind him. Setting aside the questionable politics of being the ‘downtown Portland’ candidate in a district that runs all the way to McMinnville and Astoria - the basic fact is that on his run through the district, he actually wound up in Earl Blumenauer’s district. After all, the Willamette River is the dividing line between OR-1 and OR-3.” [Blog, Blue Oregon, 10/26/11]
Cornilles’s Campaign Manager Said Only Part of Ad Was Shot in the 3rd District

Cornilles’s campaign manager said only a few seconds of the ad were shot in the 3rd district. Hotline reported, “Daily Kos pointed out this morning that part of the Cornilles ad was actually shot in Blumenauer’s 3rd District, not the 1st. Cornilles campaign manager Mary Anne Ostrom said that it’s only the last few second of the ad that were shot in the 3rd - across the Willamette River so that the camera could capture the 1st District’s skyscape.” [Hotline, 10/25/11] 

First TV Spot Devoid of Party Affiliation

In 2011, it was reported that Cornilles’s first television spot was devoid of any mention of the word “Republican,” as the GOP nominee works to define himself as an Independent and separate himself from party leadership. [National Journal, 11/10/11]
First Ad of Special Targeted Democratic Voters

In 2011, Cornilles’s first ad of the special focused on a message targeted at Democratic voters. “

The Republican is telling voters he’ll be an independent voice and a change from former Rep. David Wu.” [Roll Call, 10/27/11] 
Only One Primary Ad, a Bio Ad Entitled “Running”
In 2011, Cornilles ran one ad  I’m Rob Cornilles. Like you, I’ve had it with Washington. Politicians more concerned with their jobs than yours. And both parties are at fault. We need a new direction. I’m a small business owner who’s created jobs. In Congress I’ll take an independent route. Grow jobs, reduce the debt, protect social security and Medicare. Sending more politicians to DC won’t change things. I’m running for Congress because we can do better. That’s why I approve this message. [Youtube, Uploaded 10/24/11]
Ad Resembled Blumenauer’s from 1996 

Cornilles’ first TV ad strongly resembled Democratic Representative Earl Blumenauer’s when he was elected in a 1996 special election. 

Blumenauer rebroadcasted his original ad “to make a point about Cornilles stealing our ad and stealing other ideas,” said Blumenauer’s campaign manager, Willie Smith.

Blumenauer’s original ad is available at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pe3vC1WPQgw [hotlineoncall.nationaljournal.com, 10/28/11]
Filmed in Blumenauer’s District
Blumenauer noted that Cornilles’ TV ad featured him running in the 3rd Congressional district, held by Blumenauer, instead of the 1st where Cornilles was a candidate. [earlblumenauer.com, 10/27/11]
2010 General Election

Note: Video of the ads below are available from the DCCC Research Department. 

Wu: “Bad Idea”
David Wu for Congress

10/06/10

:30

ANNCR: Rob Cornilles, one bad idea on top of another. He wants more tax cuts for the wealthy adding $700 billion to the deficit. And Rob Cornilles opposed ending tax breaks for shipping jobs overseas. 

WU: I’m David Wu and I’m working in Congress so people with good ideas can grow and expand their businesses. That’s why the tax breaks I passed help entrepreneurs create high-tech jobs. I approved this message because we need more of these kinds of jobs in Oregon. 

Cornilles: “Better”
Cornilles for Congress

10/06/10

:30

TRANSCRIPT

CORNILLES: They don’t get it.

ANNCR: Rob Cornilles.

CORNILLES: Take David Wu. He’s spending thousands of tax dollars on slick mailers like this to tell us how great a job he’s doing. Big government health care, a failed stimulus, Wall Street bailouts. Oregon’s unemployment has been above the national average since Wu’s been in Congress. 

ANNCR: Rob Cornilles. A businessman for Congress. 

CORNILLES: I’m Rob Cornilles and I approved this message. Let’s create some jobs by changing Congress. 

Wu: “Technology Geek”
David Wu for Congress 

10/16/10

:30

WU: I’m David Wu, and as a technology geek, this is one of the best parts of my job. Helping entrepreneurs start high-tech businesses and create jobs in Oregon. Even before I was in Congress, I worked as an attorney helping businesses protect their intellectual property and cut through red tape. Now, in Congress, I fought for tax incentives to help businesses grow. 

I’m David Wu, and I approve this message, because I always believed that good ideas leads to good jobs. 

Cornilles: “Significant”
Cornilles for Congress 

10/20/10

0:30

CORNILLES: I’m Rob Cornilles and I approved this message.

ANNCR: Congress has a new year’s surprised planned. One of the largest tax increases in history. Here’s David Wu.

WU: This is a $1400 difference to middle class individuals and I don’t think that this is something that middle class individuals would view as a significant tax hike on their income. 

ANNCR: Really? David Wu thinks raising taxes $1400 on the middle class is insignificant? During a recession? David Wu: That’s the problem. 

Wu: “Twisting”
David Wu for Congress 

10/23/10

:30 

ANNCR: Rob Cornilles is twisting David Wu’s words. David Wu is against higher taxes on the middle class. He says keep every middle class tax break, but no more tax cuts for millionaires. Look it up at WuTruth.com.

Rob Cornilles goes right down the line with the Republicans in Congress. He supports $700 billion in new tax cuts for the rich, and tax breaks for shipping jobs overseas. 

WU: I’m David Wu, and I approve this message, because you deserve the truth.

Appendix II – Campaign Finances

	Significant Findings
· A group that opposes abortion for victims of rape and incest, and opposes embryonic stem cell research spent more than $25,000 in support of Cornilles’ 2010 congressional bid.

· A Tea Party affiliated organization that opposes Wall Street reform, and whose chairman wanted “no part” of Social Security spent more $7,000 on Cornilles’ 2010 congressional bid.

· Cornilles collected $2,500 from Koch Industries’ PAC, a company that that has sold millions worth of petrochemical equipment to Iran and whose executive vice president has pledged to abolish Social Security

· Cornilles has taken more than $55,000 from national Republicans, including members of House leadership who’ve proposed ending Medicare and Social Security as we know it.




Cornilles has taken campaign contributions from a number of extremist groups that opposed abortion, even in cases of rape, incest, and without regard to the health of the mother, opposed Medicare, and have pledged to abolish Social Security. He also received money from Rep. Paul Ryan, the architect of a budget that would “essentially end Medicare”

Supported Unlimited Independent Expenditures by Corporations

In 2011, it was reported in a candidate questionnaire that Cornilles supported the Supreme Court ruling that allowed corporations to make unlimited independent expenditures in federal elections, he cited the First Amendment right to free speech as explanation.

Cornilles said, “I support the rights of individuals and those who belong to companies, labor unions, trade associations, issue advocacy groups, and political parties to exercise their First Amendment right to free speech, including political speech.” [Oregon Independent Party, 2011]
Claimed to Oppose Shadow Groups Who Did Not Disclose Donations 

In 2011, it was reported that in a candidate questionnaire, Cornilles supported the strongest potential disclosure and transparency requirements on campaign advertising. 

Cornilles said, “I adamantly oppose, however, shadow groups that do not have to disclose their donations. Just as organizations have a right to speak, voters have a right to know who is speaking.” [Oregon Independent Party, 2011]
Claimed to Disagree that Wealthy Individuals, and Lobbyists Were more Important Than Opinions Of Constituents

In 2011, in a candidate questionnaire, Cornilles said that he disagreed that wealthy individuals, and lobbyists were more important that the opinions of constituents. [Oregon Independent Party, 2011]

Led in Fundraising According to October 2011 Quarterly Report 

In 2011, it was reported that Cornilles led fundraising efforts in Oregon’s First Congressional District, having raised over $505,567,  according to a quarterly fundraising report filed in October. [Daily Astorian, 11/7/11]

Headed Into General Election with $422,492 Cash on Hand 

In 2011, it was reported that Cornilles, headed into the general election with $422,492 cash on hand. [Yamhill Valley News-Register, 11/5/11]

Cornilles Received Campaign Cash from GOP Leaders

In 2011, Cornilles received money from GOP leaders in Congress. “For example, Cornilles received $5,000 from the Every Republican is Crucial political action committee, which is affiliated with House Majority Leader Eric Cantor.  He also received  $1,500 from four other committees affiliated with congressional Republicans.” [Oregonian, 10/28/11] 

Said He Had Not Taken Money from the Republican Party Because He Did Not Want to Be Beholden to Them

In 2010, Cornilles said “So I’ve already said to the Republican leadership, you know, what I have just suggested to you now. And, I have not, uh…there are many Republican candidates around the country who have taken money from the Republican Party, I have not. Because I do not want to be beholden to them.” [Yamhill Candidate Forum, 10/9/10]
2010: Received Money from National Republicans and Sessions

In 2010, Cornilles received $2,500 from Rep. Sessions’ PAC, and $5,000 from the National Republican Congressional Committee. [Open Secrets, accessed 10/18/11; Open Secrets, accessed 10/18/11]
Headline: Rob Cornilles cashes in on GOP donors in Oregon special election
In October 2011, Cornilles received Washington cash from key Republicans, totaling more than $16,000 through the middle of October. “Cornilles’s donors include a slate of House GOP leaders, including Majority Leader Eric Cantor of Virginia, Armed Services Committee Chairman Buck McKeon of California and National Republican Congressional Committee Deputy Chairman Greg Walden of Oregon. He also received donations from several House GOP freshmen, including Illinois Rep. Bobby Schilling and Texas Rep. Bill Flores.” [Politico, 10/31/11]

Received Donation from Vern Buchanan’s Vote to Elect Republicans Now PAC; Buchanan Under Investigation 

In 2011, Rep. Vern Buchanan’s Vote to Elect Republicans Now PAC gave Cornilles a $250 donation. [FEC, Cornilles for Congress, Filed 10/27/11] 

· Vern Buchanan is Under Investigation by the Department of Justice.  “Rep. Vern Buchanan is under investigation by the Justice Department for allegations that he asked a former business associate to reimburse employees who made donations to his campaign account, a local paper reported.  The Bradenton Herald, which is based in the Republican’s western Florida district, first reported that the DOJ was investigating whether Buchanan, a former car dealership owner, asked his associate, Sam Kazran, to encourage employees to make straw donations to the lawmaker.”  [Politico, 10/18/11]
· Vern Buchanan Under Investigation By the Office of Congressional Ethics. “The House of Representatives’ Office of Congressional Ethics has launched a ‘preliminary’ investigation into Rep. Vern Buchanan, R- Sarasota…The preliminary review of Buchanan, says a source, began in late September and is yet another response to allegations that the Longboat Key Republican pressured employees into donating to his congressional campaigns, then reimbursed them with funds from one of his car dealerships.” [Florida Independent, 10/25/11]
· Vern Buchanan Named One of the Most Corrupt Members of Congress.  “In the seventh edition of Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington’s listing of the most corrupt members of Congress, two Florida congressmen managed to earn a spot on the list. Those two Florida representatives would be Miami-based Rep. David Rivera and Rep. Vern Buchanan of Sarasota -- both members of the Republican Party…Buchanan, however, qualifies this year as a ‘repeat offender’ in CREW’s list. ‘Witness tampering, obstruction of justice, and bribery are all in a day’s work for the ethically challenged Rep. Vern Buchanan,’ CREW says. The Sarasota congressman orchestrated an elaborate scheme that forced his employees to contribute to his campaign, ensuring they would be illegally reimbursed with corporate money. [Broward New Times, 9/20/11]

· FEC says Rep. Buchanan’s Former Hyundai Firm Engaged in An “Extensive and Ongoing Scheme.” “The Federal Election Commission is asking a federal court to impose a $67,900 fine on a company formerly co-owned by Rep. Vern Buchanan that it says engaged in an ‘extensive and ongoing scheme’ to reimburse employees who made contributions to the Sarasota Republican’s congressional campaign. In a motion for default filed Friday in U.S. District Court in Florida, the FEC says Hyundai of North Jacksonville – which Buchanan once partially owned -- violated federal campaign finance law by making contributions in excess of the legal limit and by reimbursing employees who made the contributions…The owner of the company said Tuesday he has acknowledged the company reimbursed employees, but said it was a ‘directive’ issued by Buchanan.” [Bradenton Herald, 5/31/11]
Wife Gave $250 to Mitt Romney

There are no federal campaign contributions for Robert Cornilles.  But his wife Allison gave Mitt Romney for President $250 in 2007.  His wife was listed as an executive assistant at Game Face, Inc.  [fec.gov]         
Raised Over $500,000 in Two Months Since Entering Special Election in 2011 

In 2011, Cornilles raised over $500,000 in the two months since he entered the race to fill the vacancy left by the resignation of Democrat David Wu. [Blog, Oregonian, 10/3/11]

Received $2,500 From Koch Industries PAC

In 2010, Cornilles received a $2,500 donation from the Koch Industries political action committee. [CQ Moneyline, accessed 9/15/11]

Received Help from FreedomWorks

In October 2010, FreedomWorks spent almost $1,400 on door hangers and bumper stickers to support Cornilles, according to independent expenditure filings with the FEC. [fec.gov]

Special Interests Spent Over $38,000 in Independent Expenditures Supporting Cornilles’ 2010 Bid

Roughly $38,000 in independent expenditures was spent in support or Cornilles’ 2010 congressional bid.

Right to Life/Oregon PAC Spent $25,530 in Support of Cornilles’ 2010 Congressional Bid

Between May 13, 2010 and October 29, 2010, Right to Life/Oregon PAC spent $25,530 in support of Cornilles’ congressional bid. 

On May 13, 2010, it spent $880.55 on information for a voter guide. 
On September 7, 2010, it spent $302.26 on a mail voter guides. 
On October 5, 2010, it spent $43.46 on postage. 
On October 7, 2010, it spent $4806 on calls and $100.20 printing voter guides. 
On October 8, 2010, it spent $15,952.92 on campaign mailer postage and printing. 
On October 12, 2010, it spent $145.17 on printing and $132.63 on postage. 
On October 13, 2010, it spent $94.45 on handling and delivery of the voter guides. 
On October 22, 2010, it spent $337.07 on postage. 
On October 29, 2010, it spent $2,736 on GOTV calls. [Right to Life/Oregon PAC’s Form 3X, filed 7/12/10; filed 10/07/10; filed 10/14/10; filed 11/24/10]

Oregon Right to Life Opposed Abortion for Victims of Rape and Incest

Oregon Right to Life opposed abortion including in cases of rape, incest and without regard to the health of the mother.

On its website, the organization wrote: “Oregon Right to Life believes in the sanctity of all human life from the moment of conception to natural death. We are opposed to abortion under any circumstances except where the life of the mother is in imminent danger.” [Oregon Right to Life’s Website, accessed 10/07/11]
Oregon Right to Life Opposed Embryonic Stem Cell Research

Oregon Right to life opposed embryonic stem cell research.

On its website, the organization wrote: “Oregon Right to Life opposes both the destruction of human embryos created by any method, and any research conducted with human embryonic stem cells. This is in agreement with the American Medical Association statement policy for research which states: ‘It is fundamental social policy that the advancement of scientific knowledge must always be secondary to the primary concern for the individual.’ Research is unethical if it is predicated on the destruction of one human being for the gain of another.” [Oregon Right to Life’s Website, accessed 10/07/11]
National Right to Life Spent $7,075 in Support of Cornilles’ 2010 Congressional Bid

In October 2010, National Right to Life Political Action Committee spent $7,075 in support of Cornilles’ congressional bid. 

On October 4, 2010, it spent $19.14 on a newspaper advertisement. The next day it spent $6,203.83 on mailings. On October 26 it spent $852.05 on radio advertisements. [National Right to Life Political Action Committee’s FEC Form 3X, filed 10/21/10; filed 12/2/10]
National Right to Life Blamed RU-486 For Women’s Deaths

A NRTL “fact sheet” on RU-486 says, “They promised it was safe, that it was simple. Now at least seven women who have taken the drug are dead. Thousands of babies have already died. How many more will die before this dangerous drug is pulled off the market?” [National Right to Life “Fact Sheet,” accessed 10/06/11]
FreedomWorks Spent $4,322 in Support of Cornilles’ 2010 Congressional Bid
Between July 22, 2010 and October 29, 2010, FreedomWorks Inc. Political Action Committee spent $4,322 in support of Cornilles’ congressional bid. 

On July 22, 2010, it spent $82 on door hangers. On August 20, 2010, it spent $162.75 on palm cards and door hangers. On September 30, 2010, it spent $2,721 on yard signs. On October 29, 2010, it spent $985.46 on door hangers and $370.80 on bumper stickers. [FreedomWorks Inc. Political Action Committee’s Form 3X, filed 8/20/10; filed 9/19/10; filed 10/20/10; filed 12/2/10]
FreedomWorks Chairman Armey Wanted “No Part” of Medicare
FreedomWorks Chairman Dick Armey basically called for the abolition of Medicare, saying, Medicare is “a program I would have no part of in a free world.” 

The Chicago Tribune reported: “House Majority Leader Richard Armey told reporters Monday that he ‘deeply resents the fact that when I’m 65 I must enroll in Medicare.’ While the Texas Republican made it clear he backed GOP arguments that Medicare must be restructured to keep it solvent into the next century, he maintained that one element of his party’s small-government vision included ‘trying to allow people to re-learn the lessons of freedom, and they’re scary lessons.’ He characterized the GOP challenge as combating ‘60 years of a government that has done nothing but teach the lessons of dependence,’ and said that, speaking only for himself, he believed Medicare was ‘a program I would have no part of in a free world.’” [Chicago Tribune, 7/11/95] 

Dick Armey, Co-Chair of FreedomWorks, Advocates Flat Tax
FreedomWorks co-chairman, Dick Armey, advocated for a flat tax. 

Accounting Today reported: “Both Armey and former presidential contender Steve Forbes, president and chief executive of publishing empire Forbes Inc., advocated the flat tax. The flat tax would be ‘liberating in its simplicity,’ Armey said, and he would start by scrapping the current code. All income - business and individual - would be taxed only once and at one rate. A personal exemption would be granted so that every family could cover their expenses before paying the government. All deductions and credits are eliminated under the Armey plan. There would be no breaks for special interests or tax shelters or tax tables or depreciation schedules, and all Americans would be treated equally, according to Armey. The yearly total of eight billion pages of forms from the IRS would be eliminated, and replaced with one post card per taxpayer. ‘Income minus the personal exemption times the rate equals tax liability - that’s it,’ said Armey. [Accounting Today, 06/20/05]
FreedomWorks Opposes Any Regulation of Wall Street, Called Reform Plan a “Power Grab” 

FreedomWorks opposed the Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act, saying it was a “key vote.” They described the legislation which would protect consumers and bring accountability to Wall Street as a “power grab.” FreedomWorks actually opposes any regulation of Wall Street saying we should allow “free-market mechanisms to set the right incentives for banks to make prudent lending decisions.” [FreedomWorks, 7/14/10]
Americans for Job Security Spent $1,154 in Support of Cornilles’ 2010 Congressional Bid
On November 2, 2010, Americans for Job Security spent $1,154 on GOTV calls in support of Cornilles’ congressional bid. [Americans for Job Security’s FEC Form 5, filed 1/31/11]
Americans for Job Security Is “Pro-GOP” Group Founded by American Insurance Association   

Americans for Job Security was founded in 1997 by the American Insurance Association, a trade organization that promotes the industry’s position on health care and product liability legislation. The American Insurance Association and the American Forest and Paper Association each gave $1 million to help launch the group. Americans for Job Security grew out of the Coalition, a loose confederation of business groups that ran issue ads in 1996 to oppose the AFL-CIO’s $35 million campaign. After the Coalition split in 1997 over a dispute over strategy, Robert Vagley, president of the American Insurance Association, formed Americans for Job Security. [Roll Call, 7/13/98; Seattle Post-Intelligencer, 8/31/00; The Campaign Finance Institute, “Issue Ads: Recommendations for a New Approach“]
Cornilles for Congress Received $2,500 from Koch Industries’ PAC

On September 20, 2010, Koch Industries’ political action committee donated $2,500 to Cornilles for Congress. [Cornilles for Congress 2010 October Quarterly Report, filed 2/10/11]
David Koch Pledged to Abolish Social Security

“In 1980, David Koch ran for vice president on the Libertarian ticket, pledging to abolish Social Security, the Federal Reserve System, welfare, minimum wage laws and federal agencies -- including the Department of Energy, the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Central Intelligence Agency.” [Bloomberg, 10/02/11]
Koch Financed Groups Advocate for the Privatization of Social Security

“Charles and David Koch are not newcomers to the right-wing ideological movement. […] For decades, the vast Koch wealth financed and built the rightwing movement in America. […] Koch-financed groups such as the Cato Institute, Heritage, and Americans for Prosperity advocate for the partial privatization of Social Security.” [Center for American Progress, 4/11]
Koch Industries Sold Millions Worth of Petrochemical Equipment to Iran

“A Bloomberg Markets investigation has found that Koch Industries -- in addition to being involved in improper payments to win business in Africa, India and the Middle East -- has sold millions of dollars of petrochemical equipment to Iran, a country the U.S. identifies as a sponsor of global terrorism. […] Internal company documents show that the company made those sales through foreign subsidiaries, thwarting a U.S. trade ban.” [Bloomberg, 10/02/11]
Cornilles for Congress Took $5,000 from Paul Ryan’s PAC

On October 22, 2010, Paul Ryan’s Prosperity PAC contributed $2,500 to Cornilles for Congress. On November 1, 2010, Prosperity PAC contributed another $2,500 to Cornilles for Congress. [Cornilles for Congress’ 30-Day Post-General Report, filed 2/10/11]
Paul Ryan’s Budget for Would “Essentially End Medicare”

Paul Ryan was the author of the House Republican budget plan, which according to the Wall Street Journal, “would essentially end Medicare.” According to the newspaper, the program “now pays most of the health-care bills for 48 million elderly and disabled Americans.” [Wall Street Journal, 4/04/11]
Paul Ryan Called Social Security a Ponzi Scheme

On September 20, 2011, Paul Ryan equated Social Security to a Ponzi scheme. When asked by conservative radio host Laura Ingraham if he agreed with Governor Rick Perry, who earlier compared Social Security to the type of investment fraud, Ryan claimed that he did. “So if you take a look at the technicality of Ponzi—I would—it’s not a criminal enterprise, but it is a pay-as-you-go system where—you know—earlier investors, or say taxpayers, get a positive rate of return and the most recent investors, or taxpayers, get a negative rate of return,” said Ryan. “Your kids and my kids, Laura, they’re the same age are going to get about a negative one percent on their payroll taxes if Social Security and even pay them their benefit, which it can’t. And so, it is obviously, that is how those schemes work.” [Laura Ingraham, 9/20/11]
Cornilles for Congress took $2,500 from Pete Session’s PAC

On October 24, 2010, Pete Session’s “People for Enterprise Trade and Economic Growth” political action committee donated $2,500 to Cornilles for Congress. [Cornilles for Congress’ 30-Day Post-General Report, filed 2/10/11]
Pete Sessions and Jeb Hensarling Proposed Social Security Opt-Out

“House Republicans on Friday introduced legislation that would allow workers to partially opt out of Social Security immediately, and fully opt out after 15 years.” The measure was introduced by NRCC Chairman Pete Sessions (TX-32) and Republican Conference Chairman Jeb Hensarling (TX-05) among others. [The Hill, 6/06/11]
Cornilles for Congress took $1,000 from Jeb Hensarling’s Campaign Committee

On October 7, 2010, Friends of Jeb Hensarling contributed $500 to Cornilles for Congress. On October 13, 2010, Friends of Jeb Hensarling contributed another $500 to Cornilles for Congress. [Cornilles for Congress’ 12-Day Pre-General Report, filed 12/2/10]
Jeb Hensarling Calls Social Security, Medicare, Medicaid ‘Cruel Ponzi Schemes’ 

“As the House took up Rep. Paul Ryan’s plan to end Medicare and Medicaid yesterday, Rep. Jeb Hensarling, the GOP Conference chair, called the programs, along with Social Security, ‘cruel ponzi schemes’ that will bankrupt the nation.” [Think Progress, 4/16/11]
Received $55,094 from National Republicans During 2010 Congressional Bid

During Cornilles’ 2010 congressional bid, his campaign received $55,094 from national Republicans. [CQMoneyline, accessed 10/06/11]
	Contributor
	National Republican
	Amount

	National Republican Congressional Committee
	House Republicans
	$5,000 

	Freedom Project 
	Rep John Boehner, R-OH
	$5,000 

	Continuing A Majority Party Action Committee 
	Rep. Dave Camp, R-MI
	$5,000 

	21st Century PAC 
	Rep. Buck McKeon, R-CA
	$5,000 

	Prosperity PAC 
	Rep. Paul Ryan, R-WI
	$5,000 

	Helping Ensure Responsible Government By Electing Republicans 
	Rep. Wally Herger, R-CA
	$4,654 

	Majority Committee Political Action Committee - MC PAC 
	Rep. Kevin McCarthy, R-CA
	$3,000 

	Free and Strong America PAC Inc 
	Gov. Mitt Romney, R-MA
	$2,500 

	Republican Main Street PAC
	National Republicans
	$2,500 

	People for Enterprise, Trade, and Economic Growth 
	Rep Pete Sessions, R-TX
	$2,500 

	New Pioneers PAC 
	Rep. Greg Walden, R-OR
	$2,400 

	John Carter for Congress
	Rep. John Carter, R-TX
	$2,000 

	Kline for Congress
	Rep. John Kline, R-MN
	$2,000 

	Texas Freedom Fund 
	Rep Joe Barton, R-TX
	$1,000 

	Charles Boustany Jr for Congress
	Rep. Charles Boustany, R-LA
	$1,000 

	Invest in a Strong and Secure America 
	Rep. Darrell Issa, R-CA
	$1,000 

	Price for Congress
	Rep. David Price, R-NC
	$1,000 

	Friends of Jeb Hensarling
	Rep. Jeb Hensarling, R-TX
	$1,000 

	Pioneer PAC 
	Rep. Rob Bishop, R-UT
	$1,000 

	Growth and Prosperity Political Action Committee 
	Rep. Spencer Bachus, R-AL
	$1,000 

	Bishop for Congress
	Rep. Rob Bishop, R-UT
	$500 

	Good Fund 
	Rep. Robert Goodlatte, R-VA
	$500 

	Supporting Conservatives of Today and Tomorrow
	Rep. Scott Garrett, R-NJ
	$500 

	Dave Camp for Congress 2010
	Rep. Dave Camp, R-MI
	$40 

	Total
	 
	$55,094 


Received $37,850 from Political Action Committees Not Associated With Politicians

During Cornilles’ 2010 congressional bid, his campaign $37,850 from political action committees not associated with politicians. [CQMoneyline, accessed 10/06/11]
	From
	Details

	Associated Builders & Contractors PAC
	$1,000 

	Doing Good For Sherwood, PAC
	$500 

	Electrical Construction PAC
	$2,500 

	FLIR Systems, Inc Employees Political Action Committee (FLIRPAC)
	$250 

	Koch Industries, Inc PAC
	$2,500 

	National Association Of Health Underwriters PAC
	$4,000 

	NIFB Safe Trust
	$2,500 

	Nike Inc Federal Political Action Committee (Nike Federal PAC)
	$2,500 

	NW Sustainable Resource Political Action Committee
	$4,800 

	Oregon Bankers Association PAC
	$500 

	Pacific Marketing Group Inc PAC
	$1,600 

	Pacific Seafood Group Employee PAC
	$2,400 

	Pacificorp/MidAmerican Political Action Committee
	$4,000 

	Regence Group BluePAC
	$5,000 

	Standard Insurance Company PAC
	$2,800 

	Wellpoint, Inc WellPAC
	$1,000 

	Total
	$37,850 


Top Industry Contributors During 2010 Congressional Race

The following table illustrates the top contributors by industry to Cornilles’ 2010 congressional race. 

	Industry
	Total

	Retired
	$140,712 

	Misc Business
	$63,300 

	Misc Manufacturing & Distributing
	$59,497 

	Health Professionals
	$49,300 

	Real Estate
	$46,274 

	General Contractors
	$45,550 

	Business Services
	$44,650 

	Securities & Investment
	$41,350 

	Leadership PACs
	$40,054 

	Misc Finance
	$38,150 

	Pharmaceuticals/Health Products
	$27,150 

	Lawyers/Law Firms
	$25,912 

	Insurance
	$22,600 

	Building Materials & Equipment
	$20,520 

	Forestry & Forest Products
	$20,250 

	Special Trade Contractors
	$19,650 

	Republican/Conservative
	$18,400 

	Computers/Internet
	$18,300 

	Hospitals/Nursing Homes
	$16,500 

	Accountants
	$12,650 


[Center for Responsive Politics, accessed 10/07/11]

2010 Election: 11% of Cornilles’ Contributions Came from Small Donors

During the 2010 election cycle, Cornilles for Congress collected $1,044,686 in contributions. Of that amount, only $121,881 came in the form of unitemized individual contributions—or contributions less than $200. [FEC Website, accessed 10/06/11; FEC’s Instructions for Form 3, accessed 10/06/11]

Cornilles Family Contributed $485 to Republican Candidates 
In 2010, Rob Cornilles gave $35 through an in-kind contribution to Bruce Starr’s state Senate race. His wife, Allison, had contributed $250 to Mitt Romney’s presidential campaign and $200 to Julie Parrish, a Republican state Representative candidate. [CQ Moneyline; Oregon Secretary of State] 
	First
	Last
	Employer
	Campaign
	Amount
	Date

	Allison
	Cornilles
	Game Face Inc.
	Romney for President
	$250 
	3/30/2007

	Allison
	Cornilles
	Not Employed
	Friends of Julie Parrish
	$200 
	8/28/2010

	Rob
	Cornilles
	Not Listed
	Bruce Starr for State Senate Committee
	$35 
	6/13/2010

	
	
	
	TOTAL
	$485
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Appendix III – Letters to the Editor 

	Significant Findings

· First District Jobs Are Trade Dependent
· Portland Stadium Proposals: Benefit of Teams Goes Way Beyond Jobs

· In My Opinion ‘There Is Crying In Baseball’



Below are three letters that Cornilles has written to the editors of local newspapers covering his views on trade, the benefits of Major League Soccer in Portland, and how to attract a professional baseball team.

First District Jobs Are Trade Dependent 

You may have a job right now, but Oregon’s overall unemployment rate has been above the national average the last 15 years. Sadly, nearly 1 in 5 Oregonians are underemployed — the fourth highest rate in the nation.

Considering all of Oregon’s wonderful assets, we cannot settle for this.

As someone who has spent a career creating jobs and helping hundreds of others launch their own careers, I understand the rigors of sustaining a successful business with productive employees. While some like to talk about creating jobs, I’ve done it. That is why job creation is the centerpiece of my campaign to represent Oregon’s First District in Congress.

Last week, I launched my Jobs for Oregon team at Aries Apparel, a Hillsboro store specializing in women’s sports clothing. About 20 of us, all small business owners or operators, gathered at Diana Marsden’s shop to talk about the obstacles keeping us from hiring more workers.

Every time she turns on the news, Diana hears about a new tax plan or regulatory scheme coming from Washington, D.C. Understandably, she has no confidence to hire someone if she does not know what her expenses will be. Why should we worry about Diana’s business? Because 60 percent of the jobs in Oregon are created by small businesses like hers. If Diana can’t hire, then we have no hope of restoring Oregon’s economy. She needs certainty through a simpler tax code and smarter regulations and someone in Congress who understands her struggles.

The First District also houses the operations of some of America’s most successful companies — Nike, Intel, Columbia Sportswear. Their workers are Diana’s customers. I supported the trade agreements overwhelmingly approved last week in Congress, which these companies rely on to boost hiring. In fact, a recent study concluded that 268,000 Portland-area jobs depend on trade.

For years, the district’s former representative disrespected our trading partners. And now, two of my rivals in the congressional race on the Democratic side adamantly oppose the new trade agreements, despite strong support from President Obama. A third opponent stubbornly refuses to say how she would have voted. I do not believe in trade at any cost, but I do believe the next member of Congress representing the First District, one of the most trade dependent districts in the nation, must know the district and realize that trade leads to job creation in Oregon.

We sit on the edge of the Pacific Rim, and must take advantage of that tremendous benefit. I will be a champion for smart trade agreements and policies that put more Oregonians back to work. Agreements are just that, and we will, of course, hold our trading partners accountable if they break the rules. If elected to Congress, I will be a staunch advocate for sound economic policies, including free and fair trade, that will give small business owners like Hillsboro’s Diana Marsden the confidence to start hiring again. As a small business owner myself, I know that is how we reset Oregon’s First District on the path to prosperity.

Rob Cornilles is a candidate for Oregon’s First Congressional District. With his wife, Allison, Rob founded a small business in Tualatin 16 years ago that they grew into a leader in the sports consulting industry. They have three sons and live in Tualatin. [The Hillsboro Argus, 10/21/11]
Portland Stadium Proposals: Benefit of Teams Goes Way Beyond Jobs

Below the front page story that questioned whether enough jobs would be created by Major League Soccer in Portland was a colorful photo of thousands of smiling Oregonians, presumably of various political, socio-economic and religious persuasions (“Soccer jobs pledge shrinks,” April 17). 

What motivated their united gathering in Pioneer Courthouse Square in the middle of the day? A local sports team! While jobs may be a noble reason to permit Merritt Paulson’s efforts to bring an MLS team to our city, the overriding benefit goes well beyond seasonal employment opportunities.

Look at Cleveland. With all due respect to the late Johnny Carson, does anyone hear jokes about Cleveland anymore? Why not? Because sports teams have made the city relevant. And when did North Carolina’s Charlotte begin its elevation to its status as the second-largest banking community in the United States? In the 1980s --at the same time that city added NBA and NFL teams.

The fact is, Portland cannot buy the kind of national and international promotion that major league sports would bring. As The Oregonian’s photograph demonstrated, the unity and joy that successfully run sports franchises can create within a community is a priceless contribution that few other options deliver. Let’s recognize the real purpose of sports and not be so shortsighted that we miss the forest through the Timbers.

ROBERT CORNILLES

Tualatin [The Oregonian, 4/26/09]

In My Opinion ‘There Is Crying In Baseball’
As an adviser to 300 pro sports organizations worldwide, I have already this year been in the front offices of seven Major League Baseball teams, including the Atlanta Braves, New York Mets and Los Angeles Dodgers. Believe me when I say there is crying in baseball (contrary to the famous Tom Hanks line in “A League of Their Own”). And it’s coming from the owners themselves. Even those who succeed on the field are losing money by the mounds.

The Wall Street Journal, referring to all major sports teams, reported Feb. 13 that “at least 14 clubs and perhaps as many as 29 are looking for buyers,” including the world champion Angels, the Braves and the Dodgers. 

An often-asked question by my well-informed clients is, “Can baseball work in Portland?” The answer is no, if you’re using Portland (Dysfunctional) Family Entertainment as the operating model. With a careless stadium contract and undisciplined management, the city and PFE have turned bad advice into a pile of debt and civic apathy. Or, the answer is yes, if best business practices are applied, which hasn’t been the case in our fair city.

Could Portland support a second major league team? Hard to say. It has never been skillfully attempted in the city.

If you build it, will they come? Portland is no field of dreams but a community amid economic tatters. The refurbished Civic Stadium, now PGE Park, was to be our own Iowa cornfield, drawing huge crowds. Instead, it drew crowds of creditors and numerous cash calls.

Now, in desperation, our void of leadership is considering funds from gambling. How does Major League Baseball feel about such associations? Shall we ask Pete Rose? Maybe the casino can buy the naming rights for “(Pete) Rose City Ballpark” or the “House the Ruthless Built.”
The following batting order could bring baseball to Portland:

Batting leadoff: Leadership from a wealthy, local, vocal owner who gathers public and private support. Wayne Weaver rallied Jacksonville, Jerry Colangelo inspired Phoenix and Bob McNair united Houston. There is no such willing leader in Portland.

Batting second: Gaining the relocation votes from two-thirds of major-league owners. Is Portland’s case compelling enough to be the first city in 31 years to be awarded an existing franchise? Not yet. High TV ratings for baseball by remote-toting “fans” do not establish the case for live baseball in our city.

Next batter: The venue. Fancy new stadiums cannot compensate for poor execution; just ask the Tigers, Brewers and Astros. Private individuals with an interest in the team and public support in the form of bonds and tax abatements should fund and control the venue, but we have no such resources, direction or consensus.

And, batting cleanup: Sales revenues. Consistent ticket sales -- not a one-time acquisition or sponsorship -- drive success. If you make a down payment on a new home but cannot make the monthly payments after the honeymoon ends, then collections commence and the bank ultimately forecloses on your dream.

An owner who respects the nuances of the business of sport will make the numbers work on the lineup card, long after elected officials have waved to the cameras from their VIP suite and silently slipped out in the sixth inning.

The Rose City can beat competing markets only by displaying a keen understanding that “building it” is not enough. There must be a long-term plan for “keeping it” after the luster has worn off.

Robert Cornilles is president of Game Face Inc., a Tualatin company that provides sales and marketing consulting to sports teams worldwide. Its long list of clients includes NBA, NHL, MLB and NFL teams. [The Oregonian, 3/07/03]


