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promoting adult learning





The following 90 minute lesson plan has been developed as part of Maths4Us, a joint initiative between unionlearn, NIACE and the National Centre for Excellence in Teaching Mathematics (NCETM) to encourage people to tackle numeracy, take-up numeracy learning and have fun with maths.    
It is specifically for use by literacy tutors and has a dual purpose.  It can be used to stimulate interest in Quick Reads (Level 1 reading skills), in this case Alvin Hall’s Money Magic, but also to illustrate the importance of managing money and encourage learners to consider taking up numeracy learning as a next step after literacy learning.  It is often true (but not always) that learners with Level 1 reading skills will have numeracy skills at a level below and will benefit from numeracy learning as well. This lesson plan provides an opportunity for discussion about attitudes to money, managing money and how improving numeracy skills can be a vehicle for managing personal finances more efficiently.  The lesson plan includes the use of the Alvin Hall podcast which can be found on the Maths4us website:  www.Maths4us.org.
Please note additional resources for Quick Reads are available from The Vital Link at:

http://www.readingagency.org.uk/adults/quickreads/  

Aims:

· To introduce Quick Read ‘Money Magic’ by Alvin Hall 

· To explore attitudes and feeling towards spending money
· To explore the language of money and numeracy
· To inform learners about opportunities to learn numeracy
Outcomes:
After completing this lesson, learners will have:
· dipped into Quick Read ‘Money Magic’ by Alvin Hall;
· explored the link between spending and emotions;
· examined how numeracy skills support managing finances.
	Time
	Aim
	Tutor activity
	Learner activity 
	Resources
	Curric Ref

	5
	To introduce aims and outcomes of lesson
	Explain the aims and outcomes of the lesson to learners
	Listen to tutor.
	Aims and outcomes written on whiteboard
	SLlr/L1.1

	10
	To introduce QR Money Magic by Alvin Hall
	Give learners a copy of Money Magic.  Ask if anyone has heard of Alvin Hall or seen his TV programme.   Ask learners to discuss in pairs, the language used in the title, picture and whether they think this would make them want to read it.  Take feedback for whole group discussion.  Ask learners how they can quickly check on what is actually in the book.
Read through the contents page.  Ask learners if this supports what they thought about the book.
	As a whole group learners share knowledge about  the author.  

In pairs learners discuss the language used on the cover of the book, the imagery;  what they would expect to find in it and whether they would want to read all of it or bits of it. 
As a whole group,  
find and read the contents page and consider how they might use the book.
	Copies of AH QR Money Magic
Cover and contents page
	Rt/E3.2

Rt/L1.3

Rt/L1.4;
Rt/L1.5;

SLd/E3.1/3.2/3.3

SLd/L1.1



	10

	To explore learners’ confidence in and attitudes towards managing money.
	Play AH podcast intro up to “how to better use their money”.  This describes AH’s motivation for writing the book and his family background.  

Initiate discussion about whether learners have learnt to manage money from their families, are self taught or  have learnt at school of the  need to develop those skills
	Listen to podcast intro. Take part in discussion about the skill of managing money; where they have learnt it (e.g. from parents) what strategies they use; what their attitude to money is.


	Money Magic book –Access to internet.

www.Maths4us.org 
AH podcast link on home page


	SLlr/L1.1; 
SLd/L1.1; 1.2; 1.3
SLd/E3.1; E3.2; E3.3



	15

	To explore attitudes to money
	Gives out series of laminated quotes from QR. Explain they are quotes from Alvin Hall, facilitate q & a session on spending money.  Ask if the quotes are familiar.  Learners share their experiences of having money and spending it
	Learners read quotes from QR and discuss whether they are familiar experiences and add any others they have had.
	Use laminated quotes (see below)
p2. “My parents were bad with money, so am I”.

p3.Once I had my wages in my pocket every two weeks, I quickly discovered a world full of great things to buy!”

p3.  I soon got my first credit card.  It seemed like magic.  I could buy something I wanted even if I had no money!”

p4.  After a while, I reached my credit limit on that card.  No problem, I just got a second card, and then a third, and then a fourth.
	SLlr/L1.1; 

SLd/L1.1; 1.2; 1.3

SLd/E3.1; E3.2; E3.3

Rt/L1.1


	15
	To understand the role of emotion in spending money,

	Tutor plays AH podcast after first question which talks about spending to make us feel better and feel loved and cared for.  Writes up on board  “Money is hardwired to emotion”.  “It’s not money that’s the problem, it’s always the emotions behind the money” – explain the term hardwired.  Initiate whole group discussion.
	Learners discuss as a group whether they agree with AH’s comments on spending money to make us feel better emotionally.
	Podcast – begin after interviewer’s first question.
	SLlr/L1.1; 

SLd/L1.1; 1.2; 1.3

SLd/E3.1; E3.2; E3.3
Rt/L1.1


	15
	To examine the language used in managing money


	Tutor plays podcast – end of first question where AH talks about fears and the complexity of the language of finance.  Asks learners in pairs to list  words they know that are linked to ‘money’ or finance, including those they don’t  understand.  Write up feedback from learners on board.  Refer learners to word list on p111 for explanations. 
Tutor explains that numeracy has its own language and this varies depending on what it is used for, in this case it is language linked to finance and money.  
	Listen to podcast and tutor explanation.  
Group split into pairs and discuss the terminology  linked to money and finance.
Identify language they do and don‘t understand.

Feedback as a whole group.  

Look up Word List in Money Magic QR.  Find meanings of own words that appear in the Word List.


	Podcast: end of first question.

AH Word List – p111
Whiteboard


	SLlr/L1.1; 

SLd/L1.1; 1.2; 1.3

SLd/E3.1; E3.2; E3.3

Rw/L1.1; 1.2; 1.3


	15

	To identify the range of language used in numeracy and learn about opportunities to improve numeracy skills.
	Tutor explains that to manage money we need good basic numeracy skills and to understand the basic language of numeracy.  Tutor writes up four operators: +, -, x, ÷.  Asks learners to identify each symbol and provide as many names for each one as possible. Note:   Learners will often talk about how their children learn at school and how this differs from their own experience of numeracy.  Tutor explains cross over between literacy and numeracy and informs learners of opportunities to learn and how adult provision can be individually tailored just as with literacy classes. Get learners to think about the difference between English at school and literacy class as adult – is it better?  Could be same for numeracy. 
	Learners provide feedback on names for each operator.  Discuss experiences of learning numeracy.
	Eg. Addition
Add 

Adding up

Plus

Increase by

Sum

Subtract

Subtraction

Minus

Take away

Multiply

Multiplication

Times

Square

Divide

Apportion


	SLlr/L1.1; 

SLd/L1.1; 1.2; 1.3

SLd/E3.1; E3.2; E3.3

Rw/L1.1; 1.2; 1.3



	
	To identify the benefits of good numeracy skills and good money management skills.
	Tutor plays final excerpt from AH podcast.to emphasise the benefits of good numeracy skills.  This describes the benefits of reading the book.  Play from the interviewer’s final question about advice for first time readers.  “put yourself on the path to saving, buying own property, giving yourself financial choice.  Asks learners who might be interested in reading AH MM and who might be interested in finding out more about numeracy learning. Invite a numeracy tutor to come and give a brief talk.
	Learners discuss the benefits of good numeracy skills and managing money well and whether they would want to learn more numeracy skills.
Listen to input from numeracy tutor.
	Podcast
Numeracy Tutor
	SLlr/L1.1; 

SLd/L1.1; 1.2; 1.3

SLd/E3.1; E3.2; E3.3




“My parents were bad with money, so am I”.

“Once I had my wages in my pocket every two weeks, I quickly discovered a world full of great things to buy!”

“I soon got my first credit card.  It seemed like magic.  I could buy something I wanted even if I had no money!”

“After a while, I reached my credit limit on that card.  No problem, I just got a second card, and then a third, and then a fourth.”
Quick Reads:  Alvin Hall – Money Magic


Lesson Plan

















