WEST BATON ROUGE PARISH COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING – MARCH 13, 2008

WEST BATON ROUGE PARISH COUNCIL/GOVERNMENTAL BUILDING

880 NORTH ALEXANDER AVENUE, PORT ALLEN, LOUISIANA

6:30 PM

The Regular Meeting of the West Baton Rouge Parish Council was held on Thursday, March 13, 2008 and called to order.  At this time Council Chairman Randal Mouch requested that all electronic devices be silenced.  Chairman Mouch recognized Phil Porto, Jr., who led everyone in the pledge of allegiance.  Chairman Mouch requested that a moment of silence be observed in honor of West Baton Rouge Planning & Zoning Commission member Freddie Desselle, who recently passed away.
Roll call was taken with the following members being present:

Mr. Jeff “Petit” Kershaw, Ms. Charlene Gordon, Messrs. Keith “Keedy” Washington, Sr., Ricky Loupe, Randal “Randy” Mouch, Gary “Sprout” Spillman, Phil Porto, Jr., Mrs. Alethea “Lisa” Johnson, Edward G. “Bob” Robertson

Absent:
None

Parish President Riley Berthelot, Jr. was also present.

**********
A motion was made by Mr. Gary Spillman, seconded by Mr. Phil Porto, Jr. to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of February 14, 2008 as published in the Parish Official Journal. 

Roll call vote on the motion was recorded as follows:

YEAS:  
9 (Mr. Kershaw, Ms. Gordon, Messrs. Washington, Loupe, Mouch, Spillman, Porto, Mrs. Johnson, Mr. Robertson)

NAYS:      
0 (None) 

As a result of the roll call vote the motion was unanimously adopted.
**********

Executive Assistant Wayne Delapasse was recognized stating that no bids had been received on the WBR Parish Command Post Mast and Camera System, which is being re-advertised.   Mr. Delapasse reviewed and recommended acceptance of the lone bid of Mark L. Gray and Associates, LLC of $24,328.00 received and opened 2/29/07 for upgrade of existing AltiGen PBX phone system and purchase of additional AltiGen internet protocol phones due to type of specifications for courthouse phones.  

A motion was made by Mr. Jeff Kershaw, seconded by Mr. Ricky Loupe to accept the lone bid of Mark L. Gray and Association, LLC of $24,328.00 for AltiGen Communications PBX Phone System Upgrade including purchase of additional equipment and software, installation and training as recommended by the Administration, and authorizing the Parish President to sign the documentation for same. 

Roll call vote on the motion was recorded as follows: 

YEAS:   
9 (Mr. Kershaw, Ms. Gordon, Messrs. Washington, Loupe, Mouch, Spillman, Porto, Mrs. Johnson, Mr. Robertson)

NAYS:      
0 (None)
As a result of the roll call vote the motion was unanimously adopted.

**********

Director-Department of Utilities Daryl Babin was recognized, reviewed the lone bid  for lawn maintenance & upkeep at water-well/tower and sewer sites for 2 year period received from current contractor with minimal increase, and requested acceptance of bid from L & R Lawn Service.  
A motion was made by Mr. Gary Spillman, seconded by Ms. Charlene Gordon to accept the lone bid of L & R Lawn & Landscape for Lawn Maintenance for 2 year period based on 2 cuttings per month as needed for the water-well/tower and sewer sites listed as recommended by the Director- Department of Utilities.  Natural Gas & Water Systems Lawn Maintenance Bid Sheet appears elsewhere in these minutes.

Roll call vote on the motion was recorded as follows: 

YEAS:   
9 (Mr. Kershaw, Ms. Gordon, Messrs. Washington, Loupe, Mouch, Spillman, Porto, Mrs. Johnson, Mr. Robertson)

NAYS:      
0 (None)

As a result of the roll call vote the motion was unanimously adopted.

**********

Mr. Delapasse was recognized and requested moving the Reverend Manual Street basketball court camera quotations to the next meeting to allow time to obtain additional quotations for same.

A motion was made by Mr. Keith Washington, Sr., seconded by Mr. Edward Robertson to defer action on Reverend Manual Street basketball court camera quotations until the next regularly scheduled meeting of 3/27/08 to allow time to obtain additional quotations.

Roll call vote on the motion was recorded as follows: 

YEAS:   
9 (Mr. Kershaw, Ms. Gordon, Messrs. Washington, Loupe, Mouch, Spillman, Porto, Mrs. Johnson, Mr. Robertson)

NAYS:      
0 (None)

As a result of the roll call vote the motion was unanimously adopted.

**********

Parish President Riley Berthelot, Jr. was recognized and stated that the Red Cross representative was not present due to a family emergency to accept the proclamation proclaiming March 2008 as “Louisiana Red Cross Month” within West Baton Rouge Parish.  Mr. Berthelot expressed appreciation to the American Red Cross for services rendered.
A motion was made by Mr. Phil Porto, Jr., seconded by Ms. Charlene Gordon to concur in the Parish President’s proclamation to be presented the Louisiana Capital Area Red Cross Chapter representative commemorating the American Red Cross’ valuable humanitarian services and proclaiming March 2008 as “Louisiana Red Cross Month” within West Baton Rouge Parish.  
Roll call vote on the motion was recorded as follows: 

YEAS:   
9 (Mr. Kershaw, Ms. Gordon, Messrs. Washington, Loupe, Mouch, Spillman, Porto, Mrs. Johnson, Mr. Robertson)

NAYS:      
0 (None)

As a result of the roll call vote the motion was unanimously adopted.

 **********
Kite Fest Louisiane Coordinator Leslie Davis was recognized, displayed kite, thanked the Administration and Council for continued support over last 4 years, and invited everyone to attend Friday, April 4th and Saturday, April 5th at the West Baton Rouge Soccer Complex.  Ms. Davis made presentation on events and sponsors, and stated that the Kite Fest had received $7,500.00 grant from the Louisiana Office of Culture, Recreation & Tourism.  

Mr. Delapasse was recognized to thank and commend maintenance employees for assistance.    

**********
Public comments were requested from the audience at this time. City of Port Allen Planning and Zoning Commission Member Joycelyn Green was recognized and made a brief statement regarding her background, and expressed interest in serving on the Parish Planning & Zoning Commission.  
**********
Mr. Delapasse was recognized to request names of individuals interested in serving on the Parish’s Litter Abatement Committee.  Mr. Washington requested adding his name to the committee.

**********  
Chairman Mouch announced that a Public Hearing was in order at this time and all interested citizens were invited to appear and be heard regarding adoption of an ordinance to amend Chapter 104 Zoning - re-zoning request of Westside Partners, Wilbert Road, Port Allen, La. designated as portion of 168 acres NW/4 located in Section 13, T7S-R11E from Agricultural District to Residential District.  Attorney Bill Shockey was recognized on behalf of opponents to the re-zoning (Dwayne and Ann Coulon of Rebelle Lane, Port Allen, La.) as indicated by letters submitted February 28, 2008.  Mr. Shockey stated that the Zoning Commission had recommended denial of the re-zoning request on March 4, 2008, and requested that the Council confirm that decision.  Mr. Shockey stated he would be happy to answer any questions and/or make presentation if necessary.  Mr. Kershaw stated that one of the developers has requested that the re-zoning be denied because of issue as stated in aforementioned letters.  
No interested citizens appeared either for or against said ordinance. No written protests opposing the ordinance were received.  The Council Chairman at this point declared the Public Hearing concluded. 
**********

A motion was made by Mr. Jeff Kershaw, seconded by Mr. Gary Spillman to deny the re-zoning request of Westside Partners, Wilbert Road, Port Allen, La. designated as portion of 168 acres NW/4 located in Section 13, T7S-R11E from Agricultural District to Residential District as requested by developers, and as recommended by the Zoning Commission.

Roll call vote on the motion was recorded as follows: 

YEAS:   
9 (Mr. Kershaw, Ms. Gordon, Messrs. Washington, Loupe, Mouch, Spillman, Porto, Mrs. Johnson, Mr. Robertson)

NAYS:      
0 (None)

As a result of the roll call vote the motion was unanimously adopted.

**********
Chairman Johnson announced that the Public Hearing was in order at this time and all interested persons were invited to appear and be heard regarding adoption of the 2008 Recreation & Parks Budget Amendment (No. 1 $55,000.00) for Williams and Lee Park Pool and Pump- house Repairs as advertised.  Director-Department of Finance was recognized, reviewed and explained budget amendment no 1 summary from General Fund to Recreation Capital Outlay due to over-budgeted bids received for project.  Mr. Delapasse was recognized and requested proceeding with budget amendment although the contractor has withdrawn bid due to state law requiring purchase of payment bond.     

Comments from the public were requested and there were none. No interested citizens appeared either for or against said budget amendments.  No written protests opposing the budget amendments were received.  The Council Chairman at this point declared the Public Hearing concluded. Said Ordinance No. 13 of 2008 appears elsewhere in these minutes.
**********

The following ordinance was offered by Mr. Ricky Loupe, seconded by Mrs. Alethea Johnson

ORDINANCE NO.13 OF 2008 

AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING THE 2008 BUDGET AMENDMENTS TO AN OPERATING BUDGET OF REVENUES AND EXPENDITURES FOR GENERAL FUND AND VIDEO POKER TRUST FUND FOR WILLIAMS AND LEE PARK POOL AND PUMPHOUSE REPAIRS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING JANUARY 1, 2008, AND ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2008 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the Parish of West Baton Rouge Louisiana, in regular session convened that: 

SECTION 1:  The attached detailed 2008 budget amendments to estimate of revenues by departments for the fiscal year beginning January 1, 2008, and ending December 31, 2008 be and the same is hereby adopted to serve as an operating budget of revenues for the Parish during the said period. 

SECTION 2:  The attached detailed 2008 budget amendments to estimate of expenditures by departments for the fiscal year beginning January 1, 2008, and ending December 31, 2008, be and the same is hereby adopted  to serve as budget of expenditures for the Parish during the said period. 

SECTION 3:     The adoption of these 2008 budget amendments to operating budget of revenues and expenditures be and the same is hereby declared to operate as an appropriation of the amount therein set forth within the terms of the budget classifications.

SECTION 4:    Amounts are available for expenditures only to the extent included with the 2008 budget.

The foregoing ordinance having been submitted to a vote was adopted by the following yea or nay on roll call vote:

YEAS:

9 (Mr. Kershaw, Ms. Gordon, Messrs. Washington, Loupe, Mouch, Spillman, Porto, Mrs. Johnson, Mr. Robertson)

NAYS:
0 (None)

WHEREUPON the ordinance was declared to be adopted on the 13th day of March, 2008.

ATTEST:

________________________

/s/Sharon Zito, Council Clerk

CERTIFICATE

I, Sharon Zito, hereby certify that I am the duly qualified Council Clerk of the West Baton Rouge Parish Council.

I further certify that the above and foregoing is a true and correct copy of an ordinance as adopted by the West Baton Rouge Parish Council in regular session on the 13th day of March, 2008.

I further certify that the above and foregoing ordinance was submitted to the Parish President at 10:45 o’clock AM on the 14th  day of March, 2008.

IN FAITH WHEREOF witness my official signature and the impress of the official seal of the West Baton Rouge Parish Council, Louisiana, on this 14th day of March, 2008.

________________________

/s/Sharon Zito, Council Clerk

PRESIDENT APPROVAL OR VETO

I, Riley Berthelot, Jr., Parish President, West Baton Rouge Parish, State of Louisiana, hereby approve the foregoing ordinance on the 14th  day of March, 2008.

_____________________________

/s/Riley Berthelot, Jr., Parish President

COUNCIL CLERK RECEIPT CERTIFICATE

I certify that the above and foregoing ordinance was received from the Parish President at 11:10 o’clock AM on the 14th  day of March, 2008.

________________________

/s/Sharon Zito, Council Clerk
**********

Chairman Johnson announced that the Public Hearing was in order at this time and all interested persons were invited to appear and be heard regarding adoption of the 2007 Year End Adjustments to Operating Budget (Request No. 5) as advertised.  Director-Department of Finance reviewed and explained 4 page adjustments for house-cleaning purposes as required by law.  Mr. Bourgoyne stated he would be happy to answer any questions, and there were none.    

Comments from the public were requested and there were none. No interested citizens appeared either for or against said budget amendments.  No written protests opposing the budget amendments were received.  The Council Chairman at this point declared the Public Hearing concluded. Said Ordinance No. 6 of 2008 appears elsewhere in these minutes.
**********
The following ordinance was offered by Mr. Gary Spillman, seconded by Mr. Phil Porto, Jr.

ORDINANCE NO.6 OF 2008 

AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING THE 2007 YEAR END ADJUSTMENTS TO AN OPERATING BUDGET OF REVENUES AND EXPENDITURES FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING JANUARY 1, 2007, AND ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2007

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the Parish of West Baton Rouge Louisiana, in regular session convened that: 

SECTION 1:  The attached detailed 2007 year end adjustments to estimate of revenues by departments for the fiscal year beginning January 1, 2007, and ending December 31, 2007 be and the same is hereby adopted to serve as an operating budget of revenues for the Parish during the said period. 

SECTION 2:  The attached detailed 2007 year end adjustments to estimate of expenditures by departments for the fiscal year beginning January 1, 2007, and ending December 31, 2007, be and the same is hereby adopted  to serve as budget of expenditures for the Parish during the said period. 

SECTION 3:     The adoption of these 2007 year end adjustments to operating budget of revenues and expenditures be and the same is hereby declared to operate as an appropriation of the amount therein set forth within the terms of the budget classifications.

SECTION 4:    Amounts are available for expenditures only to the extent included with the 2007 budget.

The foregoing ordinance having been submitted to a vote was adopted by the following yea or nay on roll call vote:

YEAS:

9 (Mr. Kershaw, Ms. Gordon, Messrs. Washington, Loupe, Mouch, Spillman, Porto, Mrs. Johnson, Mr. Robertson)

NAYS:
0 (None)

WHEREUPON the ordinance was declared to be adopted on the 13th day of March, 2008.

ATTEST:

________________________

/s/Sharon Zito, Council Clerk

CERTIFICATE

I, Sharon Zito, hereby certify that I am the duly qualified Council Clerk of the West Baton Rouge Parish Council.

I further certify that the above and foregoing is a true and correct copy of an ordinance as adopted by the West Baton Rouge Parish Council in regular session on the 13th day of March, 2008.

I further certify that the above and foregoing ordinance was submitted to the Parish President at 10:45 o’clock AM on the 14th  day of March, 2008.

IN FAITH WHEREOF witness my official signature and the impress of the official seal of the West Baton Rouge Parish Council, Louisiana, on this 14th day of March, 2008.

________________________

/s/Sharon Zito, Council Clerk

PRESIDENT APPROVAL OR VETO

I, Riley Berthelot, Jr., Parish President, West Baton Rouge Parish, State of Louisiana, hereby approve the foregoing ordinance on the 14th  day of March, 2008.

_____________________________

/s/Riley Berthelot, Jr., Parish President

COUNCIL CLERK RECEIPT CERTIFICATE

I certify that the above and foregoing ordinance was received from the Parish President at 11:10 o’clock AM on the 14th  day of March, 2008.

________________________

/s/Sharon Zito, Council Clerk
**********
Chairman Johnson announced that the Public Hearing was in order at this time and all interested persons were invited to appear and be heard regarding adoption of an ordinance to amend UDC Code, Chapter 101 General provisions, Sec. 101-1 (C) Definitions, Chapter 106 Subdivisions, Article I, Sec. 105-6(4) Subdivision for transfer to immediate family members to replace language inadvertently deleted in re-codification regarding judicial actions toward family subdivisions.  Public Works Director Kevin Durbin was recognized and offered to answer any questions regarding judicial acts on family transfer of property.    
Comments from the public were requested and there were none. No interested citizens appeared either for or against the ordinance amendments.  No written protests opposing the ordinance amendments were received.  The Council Chairman at this point declared the Public Hearing concluded.  Said Ordinance No. 16 of 2008 appears elsewhere in these minutes.

**********
The following ordinance was offered by Jeff Kershaw, seconded by Mr. Edward Robertson

ORDINANCE NO. 16 OF 2008
An ordinance to amend and reenact West Baton Rouge Code of Ordinances, Unified Development Code, Chapter 101 (“General Provisions”), Section 101-1(c) (“Definitions, General definitions”) and Chapter 105 (“Subdivisions”), Article I (“In General”), Section 105-6(4) (“Subdivision for transfer to immediate family members”) to replace language that was inadvertently deleted during the recent recodification process regarding judicial actions toward family subdivisions. 

WHEREAS the West Baton Rouge Parish subdivision code has – and still does – provide for the creation of subdivisions for transfer to immediate family members AND

WHEREAS by providing such language for family subdivisions, the Code in the past has recognized an exception on the transfer and resubdivision of such subdivisions in the cases of “act(s) of judicial nature” AND
WHEREAS such language was inadvertently removed (i.e. without the consent of the Administration and/or the Council) during the recent recodification process THEREFORE
BE IT ORDAINED BY THIS COUNCIL that Chapter 101 (“General Provisions”), Section 101-1(c) (“Definitions, General definitions”) and Chapter 105 (“Subdivisions”), Article I (“In General”), Section 105-6(4) (“Subdivisions for transfer to immediate family members”) be amended and reenacted to read as follows (NOTE: underlined words are additions and strikethrough words are deletions. Three asterisks indicate sections of the code skipped for brevity of this ordinance. Such sections are to be retained by the code editors.):

Chapter 101
GENERAL PROVISIONS

Sec. 101-1. 
Definitions.
*
*
*

(c) General definitions. The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this unified development code, shall have the meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:

*
*
*

Family lot means a lot, parcel, or tract subdivided for the sole purpose of transfer by sale or donation to an immediate family member. An immediate family member by definition herein shall only mean children, parents, grandparents, great-grandparents, grandchildren, stepchildren, brother, sister, spouse, the parents of the spouse, and the spouses of children of the property owner. No family lot may be subsequently sold or transferred or resubdivided unless approved by the planning commission and council except by an act of judicial nature (foreclosure, sales by foreclosing mortgagee, succession, or divorce/community property agreement).
*
*
*

Chapter 105
SUBDIVISIONS

ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL

*
*
*
Sec. 105-6. 
Subdivision for transfer to immediate family members.
*
*
*

(4) It shall be so stated on the plat and signed by the property owner, the purpose of the resubdivision (for immediate family members only), and that any further sale, transfer, donation, resubdivision, or rearrangement of said subdivision to any one (except by an act of judicial nature, e.g. foreclosure, sales by foreclosing mortgagee, succession, or divorce/community property agreement) shall be resubmitted to the commission and council for review and all parish subdivision standards shall then be brought into full compliance.

*
*
*

THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED by the West Baton Rouge Parish Council, that this ordinance shall become effective immediately upon approval by the Parish President.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by the West Baton Rouge Parish Council, that all other ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed in their entirety. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by the Parish Council of the Parish of West Baton Rouge, Louisiana, that if any provision or item of this ordinance or the application thereof is held invalid, such invalidity shall not effect other provisions, items or applications of this ordinance which can be given effect without the invalid provisions, items, or applications of this ordinance are hereby declared severable. 

The foregoing ordinance having been submitted to a vote was adopted by the following yea or nay on roll call vote:

YEAS:

9 (Mr. Kershaw, Ms. Gordon, Messrs. Washington, Loupe, Mouch, Spillman, Porto, Mrs. Johnson, Mr. Robertson)

NAYS:
0 (None)

WHEREUPON the ordinance was declared to be adopted on the 13th day of March, 2008.

ATTEST:

________________________

/s/Sharon Zito, Council Clerk

CERTIFICATE

I, Sharon Zito, hereby certify that I am the duly qualified Council Clerk of the West Baton Rouge Parish Council.

I further certify that the above and foregoing is a true and correct copy of an ordinance as adopted by the West Baton Rouge Parish Council in regular session on the 13th day of March, 2008.

I further certify that the above and foregoing ordinance was submitted to the Parish President at 10:45 o’clock AM on the 14th day of March, 2008.

IN FAITH WHEREOF witness my official signature and the impress of the official seal of the West Baton Rouge Parish Council, Louisiana, on this 14th day of March, 2008.

________________________

/s/Sharon Zito, Council Clerk

PRESIDENT APPROVAL OR VETO

I, Riley Berthelot, Jr., Parish President, West Baton Rouge Parish, State of Louisiana, hereby approve the foregoing ordinance on the 14th day of March, 2008.

_____________________________

/s/Riley Berthelot, Jr., Parish President

COUNCIL CLERK RECEIPT CERTIFICATE

I certify that the above and foregoing ordinance was received from the Parish President at 11:10 o’clock AM on the 14th day of March, 2008.

________________________

/s/Sharon Zito, Council Clerk
**********
Mr. Delapasse was recognized under item 13 (consider status report, change order, and/or other matters related thereto as required on current projects) and requested authorization to advertise to receive and open bids for the following previously budgeted projects 1) Westport Wastewater Treatment Plant Expansion, 2) Westport Road Improvements Phase II, 3) 2008 Road Maintenance Program, 4) Intracoastal Canal Boring.  

A motion was made by Mr. Jeff Kershaw, seconded by Ms. Gordon approving authorization to advertise to receive and open bids for the following previously budgeted projects 1) Westport Wastewater Treatment Plant Expansion, 2) Westport Road Improvements Phase II, 3) 2008 Road Maintenance Program, 4) Intracoastal Canal Boring.  

Roll call vote on the motion was recorded as follows: 

YEAS:   
9 (Mr. Kershaw, Ms. Gordon, Messrs. Washington, Loupe, Mouch, Spillman, Porto, Mrs. Johnson, Mr. Robertson)

NAYS:      
0 (None)

As a result of the roll call vote the motion was unanimously adopted.

**********
Mr. Delapasse was recognized and requested authorization to commence work on Courthouse Fireman and Police Memorial although final cost undetermined for this budgeted project, and ratify contract signing in 2 weeks.
A motion was made by Mr. Keith Washington, Sr., seconded by Mrs. Alethea Johnson authorizing the Administration to commence work on the Courthouse Fireman and Police Memorial and ratify contract signing in 2 weeks.

Roll call vote on the motion was recorded as follows: 

YEAS:   
9 (Mr. Kershaw, Ms. Gordon, Messrs. Washington, Loupe, Mouch, Spillman, Porto, Mrs. Johnson, Mr. Robertson)

NAYS:      
0 (None)

As a result of the roll call vote the motion was unanimously adopted.

**********
Riley Berthelot, Jr. was recognized under Parish President’s Report and stated that a meeting was scheduled for 9:00AM March 27th at the Extension Office with West Baton Rouge Parish Fair Association regarding parish fair, which can be attended by up to 4 Council members.

Mr. Berthelot and Mrs. Settoon explained the United States Department of Agriculture Rural Development Section 504 Housing Repair Program.  USDA information sheet was distributed to determine applicant’s eligibility through grant and/or loan up to $15,000.00 until 9/08, and thereafter $7,500.00.  Mrs. Settoon suggested calling phone number shown on information sheet if there were any questions.  

**********
At this time Randal Mouch was recognized under Council Chairman’s Report and stated he appreciated the Sheriff Deputy’s presence as security guard.     
**********
Mrs. Settoon was recognized and requested adoption of the healthy community initiative board resolution supporting programs funded though grant to be initiated by the Parish committee to curb underage drinking.  Mr. Berthelot stated that the Parish would be coordinating efforts with Iberville Parish’s Department of Health & Hospitals office, and the Capital Area Human Services District.  Resolution appears elsewhere in these minutes.  

The following resolution was offered by Mr. Jeff Kershaw, seconded by Mrs. Alethea Johnson

RESOLUTION

A Resolution supporting the efforts of the West Baton Rouge Parish Healthy Community Initiative Board in prevention of the onset and reduction of the progression of substance abuse including childhood and underage drinking, and reduction of substance abuse-related problems in the community by building prevention capacity, and infrastructure within the Parish
Whereas, we recognize that alcohol, tobacco and other drug abuse is a serious social and public health issue, that when addressed will create a climate of healthiness and community wellness for all of West Baton Rouge.

Whereas, in order to show support of substance abuse prevention at all levels from service providers to state agency heads; and in order to support the implementation of evidence based, culturally appropriate and cost effective prevention services in West Baton Rouge Parish.

Now, therefore, be it resolved that the West Baton Rouge Parish Council does hereby resolve to support the efforts of the West Baton Rouge Healthy Community Initiative Board. In an effort to prevent the onset and reduce the progression of substance abuse, including childhood and underage drinking; reduce substance abuse-related problems in communities and build prevention capacity and infrastructure at the Parish and Community Levels.

Roll call vote on the resolution was recorded as follows:

YEAS:

9 (Messrs. Kershaw, Ms. Gordon, Messrs. Washington, Loupe, Mouch, Spillman, Porto, Mrs. Johnson, Mr. Robertson)

NAYS:
0 (None)

As a result of the roll call vote the resolution was unanimously adopted.

CERTIFICATE


I, Sharon Zito, Council Clerk of the West Baton Rouge Parish Council do hereby certify that the above and foregoing is true and correct copy of a resolution adopted by said body at its Regular Meeting of March 13, 2008, at which meeting all of the members were present and voting.

____________________________
/s/Sharon Zito
**********

Mr. Spillman requested a verbal resolution was requested commending the Port Allen Boys Basketball Team as undefeated District 9-3A champions Class 3A state semi-finalist.  Resolution appears elsewhere in these minutes.
The following resolution was offered by Mrs. Alethea Johnson, seconded by Ms. Charlene Gordon

RESOLUTION 

A Resolution commending the Port Allen Boys Basketball Team as undefeated District 9-3A Champions Class 3A State Semi-Finalist

WHEREAS, the West Baton Rouge Parish Council wishes to acknowledge the contribution of the following as members of the Port Allen Boys Basketball Team and their coaches on their team and individual accomplishments:

Andre Hal



Joshua Graham


Damion Dixon

William Nelson


Antonio Herbert


Jeremy Ferguson

Tyler Washington


Marcus Parker



Austin Allen

Leonard Parker, III


Kiddiocus Sims


Thomas James

Derrick Williams, and



Head Coach Kirby Loupe, and Assistant Coaches Leonard Parker, Jr. and Frank Samuel.

WHEREAS, the citizens of the Parish of West Baton Rouge, Louisiana through its governing authority, desires to express their congratulations.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the West Baton Rouge Parish Council assembled on this 13th day of March, 2008, on behalf of the citizens of West Baton Rouge Parish due recognition is hereby made of the Port Allen Boys Basketball Team’s winning the aforementioned titles in competition. 

Roll call vote on the resolution was recorded as follows: 

YEAS: 
9 (Mr. Kershaw, Ms. Gordon, Messrs. Washington, Loupe, Mouch, Spillman, Porto, Mrs. Johnson, Mr. Robertson) 

NAYS:      
0 (None) 

As a result of the roll call vote the resolution was unanimously adopted. 

CERTIFICATE 

I, Sharon Zito, Council Clerk of the West Baton Rouge Parish Council do hereby certify that the above and foregoing is true and correct copy of a resolution adopted by said body at its Regular Meeting of March 13, 2008, at which meeting all of the members were present and voting.

_______________________________

/s/Sharon Zito
**********

Chairman Mouch read by title the below listed proposed ordinance being introduced by title, publicized by title, and considered for adoption following a public hearing at the meeting of Thursday, March 27, 2008 at 6:30 PM. in the Council Meeting Room of the Governmental Building, 880 North Alexander Avenue, Port Allen, La.: 

Amend Chapter 104 Zoning for re-zoning request of Breazeale Nettles Interest, I-10 Frontage Road, Port Allen, La. designated as Tract 4 containing 47.483 acres located in Section 20, T7S-R12E from Agricultural District to Moderate Industrial District.

The Council Clerk read by title the additional below listed proposed ordinances also being introduced and publicized by title, and considered for adoption following a public hearing at the meeting of Thursday, March 27, 2008 at 6:30 PM. in the Council Meeting Room of the Governmental Building, 880 North Alexander Avenue, Port Allen, La.: 

Amend Chapter 104 Zoning, Sec. 104-28 Base district regulations by zoning districts, Article II District regulations; Appendix A Zoning districts, and enact new Sec. 106-132 POS-C-RV site development regulations Article V Yard/setback, open space and common area requirements, Chapter 106 Site Planning, Unified Development Code to provide for site development regulations for campgrounds and RV parks;

Adopting 2008 budget amendments of the general fund for purchase of truck for building maintenance;

Establishing West Baton Rouge Convention & Visitors Bureau as the Official Film Commission for West Baton Rouge Parish.

**********
At this time the Council Clerk read an excerpt of the Planning Commission minutes of March 4, 2008 recommending approval of final plat of re-subdivision of Westover Planting Co, Ltd Northwest quarter of Section 17 into Avery Acres Phase 1 with the following variances:  1) two through streets (instead of five), 2) allowing $2,500.00 cashiers check as guarantee for required street light installation, underground utilities installed and/or light poles relocated, and 3) elimination of outside lots curb and gutters.  Developers’ representative Cletus Langlois with Patin Engineers & Surveyors was recognized to answer questions.  Brief discussion held on statement on plat that lot 10 will not be sold until the existing drainage canal has been relocated, size culverts required, and drainage.  Mr. Langlois explained variances required because of number of entrances, Entergy timeframe on installation of street lights, and deletion of curb and gutter requirement on existing street.  
A motion was made by Mr. Gary Spillman, seconded by Mr. Jeff Kershaw to approve the final plat showing the re-subdivision of Westover Planting Company, Ltd Northwest Quarter of Section 17 into Avery Acres, Phase 1 & Remainder of Westover Planting Company, Ltd Northwest Quarter of Section 17 located in Section 17, T7S-R12E for Westover Planting Company, Ltd as recommended by the Planning Commission with variances as noted on plat, and contingent upon developer submitting $2,500.00 cashiers check as street light installation guarantee.

Roll call vote on the motion was recorded as follows:  
YEAS:   
9 (Mr. Kershaw, Ms. Gordon, Messrs. Washington, Loupe, Mouch, Spillman, Porto, Mrs. Johnson, Mr. Robertson)

NAYS:      
0 (None)

As a result of the roll call vote the motion was unanimously adopted.

**********

Mr. Washington left the meeting at this time

Chairman Mouch announced that the Public Hearing was in order at this time and that all interested persons were invited to appear and be heard regarding approval of the application of SBA Services, Inc. for Verizone Wireless proposed telecommunications tower site located on land owned by Ourso Properties, LLC, 8053 Rosehill Drive, Bueche, La.  Mr. Durbin introduced applicant’s representative Brian Neuman to answer questions and explain project, and distributed project information packet (including vicinity map, coverage map without proposed site, site plan, site elevation, and antenna orientation plan).  Mr. Neuman (Verizone contractor) explained that the request was based on dropped calls customer trouble tickets, and interference due to road traffic.  Mr. Neuman explained the 220’ self-support style tower would provide coverage for 12 square mile area, and would be located approximately 330’ from any residential property line in case of collapse.  Harry Laws was recognized as closest neighbor and offered no objection.  Mr. Neuman stated that tower would be located on the same side of the street as the Rosehill Fire Station and work in conjunction with existing tower sites on Rougon and Section Roads.  Mr. Durbin requested the public hearing proceed although the Community Development Office has not completed the compliance review process, nor confirmed that the correct residents had been notified by applicant.  No interested citizens appeared either for or against said application.  No written protests opposing the application were received.  The Chairman at this point declared the public hearing concluded. 

A motion was made by Mr. Jeff Kershaw, seconded by Mr. Ricky Loupe to approve the application of SBA Services, Inc. for Verizone Wireless for proposed self-support telecommunications tower site situated on land owed by Ourso Properties, LLC, 8052 Rosehill Drive, Bueche, La. 

Roll call vote on the motion was recorded as follows:

YEAS:

8 (Mr. Kershaw, Ms. Gordon, Messrs. Loupe, Mouch, Spillman, Porto, Mrs. Johnson, Mr. Robertson)

NAYS:
0 (None)

ABSENT:
1 (Mr. Washington)

As a result of the roll call vote the motion was unanimously adopted by those members present.

**********
At this time the Council Clerk read excerpts from a variance application & evaluation form from the Office of Community Planning and Development, parcel description, and site plan for request from Bert Sanchez, 1041 Rogge Lane, Port Allen, La. for the placement of 4th mobile home on 3.095 acres of property belonging to Rogge Alexander.  Mr. Sanchez was recognized and explained request was to relocate brother-in-law displaced by Hurricane Katrina.  Mr. Sanchez confirmed the letters of “no objection” from neighbors and landowner had been obtained.  Mr. Durbin was recognized and stated variance was to eliminate Mobile Home Park restrictions as current ordinance defines Mobile Home Park as 4 or more mobile homes.  Mr. Sanchez stated that he was working with Utilities Department regarding installation of water line and fire hydrant.  Mr. Durbin stated that as yet the Utilities Department had not signed off on this variance request.   
A motion was made by Mr. Phil Porto, Jr., seconded by Mr. Ricky Loupe to approve the variance request of Bert Sanchez, 1041 Rogge Lane, Port Allen, La. for placement of 4th mobile home on 3.095 acres of property belonging to Rogge Alexander.
Roll call vote on the motion was recorded as follows:
YEAS:

8 (Mr. Kershaw, Ms. Gordon, Messrs. Loupe, Mouch, Spillman, Porto, Mrs. Johnson, Mr. Robertson)

NAYS:
0 (None)

ABSENT:
1 (Mr. Washington)

As a result of the roll call vote the motion was unanimously adopted by those members present.

**********
At this time under Correspondence Report the Council Clerk read excerpts from the following:
Capital Region Planning Commission Agenda of Regular Meeting scheduled for Monday, March 17, 2008 at 6:00 PM, Brusly Lions Den;
West Baton Rouge Parish Planning & Zoning Commission Agenda scheduled for Tuesday, March 18, 2008 at 6:30 PM;

Parish Council Special Meeting Agenda scheduled for Thursday, March 20, 2008 at 6:30 PM regarding the ordinance creating planned unit development.

**********

There being no further business, a motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Gary Spillman, seconded by Mr. Ricky Loupe at 7:35 PM.

Roll call vote on the motion was recorded as follows:

YEAS:

8 (Mr. Kershaw, Ms. Gordon, Messrs. Loupe, Mouch, Spillman, Porto, Mrs. Johnson, Mr. Robertson)

NAYS:
0 (None)

ABSENT:
1 (Mr. Washington)

As a result of the roll call vote the motion was unanimously adopted by those members present.

_________________________________

/s/Randal Mouch, Council Chairman

_________________________________

/s/Sharon Zito, Council Clerk

