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Introduction


The focus of this course is preparation for the AP U.S. Government and Politics test.  The U.S. Government and Politics course is set up to give students an analytical perspective on government and politics in the United States.  This course includes both the study of general concepts used to interpret U.S. politics and the analysis of specific examples.  It also requires familiarity with the various institutions, groups, beliefs, and ideas that constitute U.S. politics.  It is critical that we, as a society, are familiar with what our government is, and what our government does in order to maintain a system in which an active citizenry controls policy making outcomes.  You will, over the year in this class, learn the generalities and intricacies of the system to help you play a strong role in the process.
Readings
Government in America: People, Politics, and Policy, 13th Ed. – Edwards, Wattenberg, and Lineberry

American Government: Readings and Cases – Peter Woll
The Lanahan Readings in the American Polity – Serow and Ladd

Additional readings from current newspapers and periodicals
Assessments


Assessments for this class will come in the following forms:

· Quizzes on weekly readings

· AP style multiple choice and free response tests

· Socratic discussion participation and evaluation

· Major research projects

· Class activities

· Current events assignment (3 times per week)

Areas of Study

I. Constitutional Foundations and Federalism (Edwards Ch. 1, 2, and 3)

II. Political Culture and Political Processes (Ch. 8, 9, 6, and 10)

III. The Judiciary and Civil Rights (Ch. 16, 4, and 5)

IV. Interest Groups and the Legislative Branch (Ch. 11, 12, 18, and 19)

V. The Executive Branch and the Media (Ch. 7, 13, 15, and 17)

VI. Economics (After the AP U.S. Government Test)

Grading


Grading will be done by semester with cumulative points earned divided by points possible as the main method.  There is no special weighting on tests and quizzes, with the exception that the three-times-a-week current events assignment will constitute 20% of your final grade.  As a general rule, a student may have the number of days they were excused for an absence to make up work.  Talk to me in advance if you will need special accommodations for time you will miss.  No points will be awarded for late assignments.
MWF Current Events Assignment


Every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday (unless Mr. Davis specifies otherwise), bring in an editorial from a major national newspaper.  A national newspaper would include the New York Times, the Washington Times, the Washington Post, the L.A. Times, etc.   It does NOT include the Arizona Republic or the East Valley Tribune.


The easiest way to get these editorials is to go to the newspaper’s website:



New York Times – nytimes.com



Washington Post – washingtonpost.com



Washington Times – washingtontimes.com



Christian Science Monitor – csmonitor.com



Wall Street Journal – wallstreetjournal.com


Editorials are different than a regular news story, in that they express an opinion about an issue, rather than just stating the facts.  To find editorials, click on the editorial or opinion section at that newspaper’s website.  Make sure, though, that the editorial does not just deal with a local issue for a part of the country that does not affect us here in Mesa (like the subway system in New York – why would we care about that?).    


I will randomly select some of the students in class to share the main points from their editorial every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday at the start of class.  I expect that you will have printed out the editorial, and at a MINIMUM written down somewhere on the editorial 1) the author’s thesis, and 2) at least 3 arguments/supporting details used to back up that thesis.  The basic outline should look something like this:

Thesis – A one-sentence summary of the main idea the author is arguing here.  

Supporting Arguments - 3 separate one-sentence statements which support the thesis you identified go here.

1.  

2.  

3.

Students will be scored on a 5 point scale based on how prepared they came to class to discuss this issue, with a 0/5 given to any student who either doesn’t have an editorial, or has an editorial that is more than 1 day old.  The dateline on the editorial MUST be either today’s date, or yesterday’s date.  (In the case of Monday editorials, Saturday or Sunday dates are also acceptable).

0/5 – Didn’t have an editorial on a date I called on you or collected yours.

1/5 – Printed an editorial, didn’t write a summary or know how to explain it.

2/5, 3/5, 4/5 – awarded for varying degrees of completion or understanding that didn’t meet the full criteria.
Some days, I will simply collect all editorials at the start of class as opposed to calling on students to discuss the news.  Your total grade on this assignment for the semester will be 20% of the semester grade, since this is a consistent, long-running assignment.  This is the easiest way to help yourself earn a good grade, or set yourself up for a major disappointment at report card time.
The AP Test


The AP Test for U.S. Government and Politics will be administered on Tuesday, May 15th, 2012.  It is a 60 multiple choice and 4 free-response question test.  Taking the test comes with a nominal cost ($86), but passage of the test earns college credit in political science at most major universities in the U.S.  MPS rules require that all students in AP courses must take an AP Exam.  It is my expectation that you will sign up for the AP Test (since that is what the course is designed to prepare you for), but if you elect not to do so, you will have to report to me at a designated time to take a practice AP Exam for a grade.  Look up your preferred colleges and universities’ policies on awarding AP credit for more specific information.
Expectations

This course is set up to be equivalent to a college class. There will be a large amount of reading, discussion and note-taking, followed by evaluation, synthesis, critique and overall analysis of information. The course will also include in and out-of-class essays, quizzes, multiple choice exams and verbal participation. 

Students who want to be successful should possess the following characteristics:
· Critical thinking skills 

· Intellectual maturity 

· Good note-taking skills 

· Personal discipline and self-motivation 

· Passion for learning and at least some interest in becoming politically aware 

· Higher level reading comprehension skills 

· The ability to hear opposing views and respectfully disagree 

Course Website


For downloadable materials and other course information, go to:


www2.mpsaz.org/mtnview/staff/jrdavis/apgov
Absences/Tardies


Attendance is essential to success, and there is no reason for you to be late.  Mesa Public Schools policy is that any student who misses class more than 9 times is audited, and I will hold to that.


When you are tardy to class, you will stand in the back of the room the number of minutes you were late to class x 5.  For example, someone who is 2 minutes late to class will stand for 10 minutes.  Excessive tardies could result in additional consequences, such as loss of credit for the day’s work, a call home to your parents, or administrative action.  Don’t test me.


A tardy becomes an absence if a student is 10 minutes late or more.  Once you have accrued 5 absences, you will have to visit the attendance office.  If you accrue 8 absences, administration will ask to see you.

Extra Credit


There is only one opportunity for extra credit.  Any student who is never tardy to class, has completed all of their assignments on time, and has demonstrated a consistent willingness to participate in class and give their best effort every day is eligible for up to 2% added to their final semester grade.
Some Final Words Before We Start
This could possibly be the hardest class you take over the course of your entire high school career.  It involves a great deal of reading college-level scholarly work, memorizing minute details of policy and legal language, and formulating complex opinions about the most difficult policy issues of the day.  Do not expect an easy weighted grade.  

That being said, you are going to do well in this class, and you are going to walk out in May smarter, more informed, more opinionated, more confident, and more prepared to be an outstanding adult than you were when you came in because I am your teacher, and because I am committing to give you the best I have every day for the next 9 months.

I sincerely want you to be successful in this class.  I will do all I can to make that possible, but the responsibility to try your best remains on your shoulders.  Do not hesitate to communicate with me if you are having difficulty, if I can do something to make the experience more enjoyable, or if you don’t understand a particular assignment
