18th LBS BACHFEST’08

BACH PRIZE COMPETITION 

DETAILS & ENTRY FORM

2nd LBS BACH SINGERS’ PRIZE 

Prize £2,000 

Donated by The Matthiesen Foundation

With support from

The Fenton Arts Trust, The Lynn Foundation and Private Donors

28 October – 7 November 2008 

(Entries by Wednesday 1 October 2008) 

Samuel Wesley writing to Dr. Charles Burney in 1808 after an organ recital in the Hanover Square Rooms that continued his mission to revive Bach’s music in England... 

“ Here is a Proof of the Truth of your Prophecy, that this admirable Musick might be played into fashion: you see I have only risked one modest Experiment, & It has electrified the Town just in the way we wanted.”

Many musicians have continued to follow Wesley’s example set 200 years ago, promoting Bach’s music by stealth and with a determination to gain for it the recognition it enjoys today. The LBS has played a seminal role in this country and the Society’s newest venture is designed to encourage today’s young singers to delve deeply into the repertoire and enjoy the public platform being created for them – with a special Prize for the winner.

The Festival’s theme for 2008 is 

“Ways to Bach”. 

The Prize Final will take place on Friday 7 November 2008 at 7.15pm in St. George’s Church, Hanover Square (Handel’s Parish Church). Each Finalist will rehearse their programme with Steinitz Bach Players in the afternoon.

Please keep the Details and complete the Entry Form

The S Wesley extract is from “The English Bach Awakening” (Philip Olleson) pp 263/4  

Edited M. Kassler. Published by Ashgate

LBS BACH PRIZE COMPETITION, 2008

The competition is open to both UK resident and non-UK resident entrants. All non-UK resident entrants participate at their own expense and should acquire the appropriate visa for entry to the UK if necessary – please check this. 

Age Limit for Singers

The age limitations are minimum 21 years old to a maximum 32 years old at Friday 7 November 2008.

The Competition Timetable

Wednesday 1 October 2008


DEADLINE FOR ENTRY



Tuesday 28 October 2008
    

Round ONE ‘live’ – in private

(N.B. if we receive more entries than can be heard on 28th, then 27th pm/eve & 29th am will be used)

Wednesday 5 November 2008 


Semi-Final – in public

Friday 7 November 2008



THE FINAL – in public

All entrants will be heard, either live or by disc (CD/mini disc only), and there is a preference for singers to be heard ‘live’ ideally, although disks are acceptable. Entrants should be available for all three rounds of the competition. The Semi-Final and Final will be open to the general public by ticket.

The Jury 

Peter Harvey, Ian Partridge CBE (Chairman), Anthony Robson, Patrizia Kwella

The Prize
The LBS Bach Singers’ Prize,  £2,000  

Bach Prize Administration

London Bach Society (Prize), 73 High Street, Old Oxted, Surrey RH8 9LN

Telephone +44 (0) 1883 717372

  
Fax +44 (0) 1883 715851

E-Mail   lbs@lonbachsoc.demon.co.uk    
Website: www.bachlive.co.uk

N.B.  Incomplete Entry forms will not be accepted in advance or in arrears. All Entries must be complete and include all the required information. Your entry may be submitted by post to the address above. As an alternative, Entry Forms may also be sent by e-mail with a colour or black & white photograph sent on a jpg and must include all the required information including proof of your date and place of birth (e.g. scanned birth certificate or passport details).  

ENTRY DETAILS 

1. Please read through the information carefully, and then complete and return the Entry Form attached, remembering to enclose the documents and fee required, and, if necessary, the Audition Disk so that we can process your entry.

2. Entry Forms, complete with enclosures may be submitted anytime after 21 July 2008 until Wednesday 1 October. No entries will be accepted after the deadline date. 

3. All entrants will be heard either ‘live’ or on a CD/Mini disk (no cassettes). Please label any disk clearly with your name and a high quality production is required. 

4. Please supply either a scan or photocopy of your Birth Certificate or any other official document e.g. Passport that confirms the date and place of your birth. 

5. Please supply a CV that includes details of your musical and academic education, scholarships, most recent performances and future plans plus a concise biography (150 words).

6. Please submit the names of two referees who will support your entry, but who are not members of the Jury.  The London Bach Society reserves the right to consult referees and request a reference. The referees should be professional musicians of national or international repute.

ENTRY FEE

The Entry fee is £30 (45 Euros), which should accompany the Entry Forms etc. Cheques are (payable to London Bach Society). Credit/Debit Cards (Visa/MasterCard/Maestro) are accepted by telephone only (01883 717372). Entry fees are non-refundable if no less than seven days’ notice is given of withdrawal. A medical certificate must also be produced.
REPERTOIRE 

This is to be all-Bach with no repeat repertory at any stage. 

First Round 

a) The First Round Entry ‘live’ is on 28 October 2008 at Craxtons Studios, NW3 
b) Entry by disk:  Please submit a CD/Mini Disk (no cassettes) of high quality. 

The First Round  (‘live’ or disk) will comprise one recitative (prescribed) and two contrasting Arias of your choice. The prescribed recitative should be prepared from one of the following cantatas. They are chosen from among those composed for 20th – 27th Sundays after Trinity.  

Soprano:  

either Cantata BWV 26 (No.5) or Cantata BWV 89 (No.4)

Alto/Counter tenor:
either Cantata BWV 90 (No.2) or Cantata BWV 180 (No.4)

Tenor:


either Cantata BWV 115 (No.5) or Cantata BWV 98 (No.2)

Baritone/Bass:
either Cantata BWV 70 (No.2) or Cantata BWV 140 (No.5)
The Semi-Final – 5 November 2008 at 7.00pm, St. George’s Church, Hanover Square W1

A Recitative & Aria from a Bach Passion 

The Final – 7 November 2008 at 7.15pm in St. George’s Church, Hanover Square

A mixed programme of your own choice no longer than 20 minutes to include one recitative of substance. 

Orchestral Forces (The Final) 

The professional orchestral forces for the Final will be drawn from woodwind (two flutes/recorders, two oboes inc. d’amore and/or da caccia), strings, basso continuo and organ. The forces will be small scale, reflecting modern Bach scholarship. Please remember to consider the orchestral forces required when choosing your programme - Queries can be raised in this regard by telephoning the LBS office

General Note on Repertoire, Language & Editions, Use of copies

Singers are encouraged to explore Bach’s vocal repertoire in making their choices and credit will be given for imaginative programming.  The repertoire should be sung in the original language at every stage i.e. German or Latin, using the most authoritative edition you can find.  

NB: Singers will not be marked up if they perform their programmes from memory or, conversely, marked down if they use copies – choose whichever suits you.  

ACCOMPANISTS & INSTRUMENTAL ACCOMPANIMENT

Accompanist:   Entrants should provide their own accompanists for the First and Semi-Final Rounds. They should be of a professional standard and conversant with continuo playing technique.

First Round 

a) ‘Live’ performance – A Harpsichord (A= 415 Hz) will be available 
or
b) Entry Disk – Piano, harpsichord or appropriate instrumental accompaniment is acceptable 
The Semi-Final (5 Nov):

Semi-finalists will have a Peter Collins Pipe Continuo Organ and a Harpsichord available, pitch

A=415Hz. Appropriate instrumental accompaniment in addition to keyboard is welcome at own cost and organisation.

The Final (7 Nov): 

The Finalists will be performing with Steinitz Bach Players (see above for forces) playing period instruments and directed by Anthony Robson. The pitch will be A=415 Hz. A rehearsal for each Finalist will take place during the afternoon of 7th Nov in St. George’s Church, Hanover Square W1.
Queries to: lbs@lonbachsoc.demon.co.uk  or +44 (0) 1883 717372
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