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Uvodnik

S sprejetim okvirnim proračunom za obdobje 2014-2020 ter definitivnim za 2014, kakor tudi proračunom za program Obzorje 2014-2020, sta Parlament in Svet dala zeleno luč za uresničevanje sprejetih programov dejavnosti. Slovenija bo v kratkem dobila poročilo o ekonomskih neravnovesjih, z oceno, ali Komisija presoja doslej sprejete ukrepe kot zadostne. Ekonomski položaj v posameznih skupinah držav članic je zelo različen in mi smo žal v skupini, ki beleži nadaljevanje negativne rasti.

Zato je vsekakor zelo vzpodbudno, da je bila udeležba na uradni otvoritvi programa Obzorje 2014-2020 dne 29.novembra v hotelu Mons v Ljubljani tako visoka (preko 650 prijavljenih), hkrati pa so se dobro odzvali tudi predstavniki gospodarstva.
To kar kaže izpostaviti ob tej priložnosti je, da je Komisija – pod pritiskom vse hujše globalne konkurence, ki ogroža pozicije evropskega gospodarstva - tokrat premaknila poudarek v smeri, inovacij, torej znanja, ki potrditev svoje relevantnosti dobiva preko trga. Tako naravnan celoten sklop EU programov naj bi služil ekonomsko-tehnološki prenovi Evrope.
Da bi tako zahtevno vlogo lahko realizirali, so uvedli številne spremembe, ki pomenijo znaten premik v miselnosti in načinu delovanja Komisije. Katere so te spremembe, še posebej glede na dosedanji 7. okvirni  program za raziskave in razvoj?

· Dosedanje 3 ločene programe (FP7, CIP in EIT) so povezali v en sam, enovit program, z enotnimi pravili in poenostavljenimi postopki;

· Uveljavljena je večja fleksibilnost, tematika je širše formulirana in omogočeno je kombiniranje iz več virov EU financiranja (prvič doslej);

· Odpira se možnost in celo priporoča povezovanje kohezijske pomoči s financiranjem iz H2020 in drugimi programi.

Vse to je v funkciji vzpodbujanja na znanju sloneče konkurenčnosti in inovativnega gospodarstva. Razvitejše regije (NUTS-2) naj bi kar 80% kohezijskih in strukturnih sredstev porabile za naložbe v »znanje in tehnologijo«, manj razvite pa vsaj 50%.
Mnogi so skeptični, kako bo ta spremenjena politika vlaganja evropskih sredstev v resnici praktično delovala. Namreč, nedvomno to predpostavlja znatno de-birokratizacijo, kar pa Komisiji ni tako lahko uveljaviti - med drugim tudi, ker je večina kadrov izšla iz administracije in družbenih dejavnosti, le redki pa prihajajo iz gospodarstva.

Vsekakor si bomo v Združenju prizadevali pomagati članicam izkoristiti te možnosti v največji možni meri, hkrati pa vas bomo vzpodbujali, da se boste na te pogoje primerno pripravili. Pri članicah bomo zato izvajali individualne delavnice, informativni dan pa organiziramo 13-14.januarja v prostorih Gospodarske zbornice Slovenije. Vabilo prejmete v naslednjih dneh in upamo, da se boste odzvali.

Ob zaključku leta dovolite, da se vsem iskreno zahvalim za zaupanje in dobro sodelovanje, hkrati pa želim vsem prijetne Božično-novoletne praznike.
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1. AKTUALNE NOVICE
· Sprejet je večletni proračun EU za obdobje od leta 2014 do 2020
Sprejet je večletni finančni okvir, ki bo v obdobju 2014-2020 osnova za pripravo letnih proračunov EU in osnova za deliev evropskih sredstev na podlagi programov EU, kot je nov program za znanost in raziskave Obzorje 2020 (Horizon 2020), za kmetijstvo, za regionalno politiko. Večletni proračun EU je težak 960 milijard evrov v zavezah in 908 milijard v plačilih (cene iz leta 2011). Novost v primerjavi z dosedanjim večletnim proračunom je, da bo po novem mogoča večja prožnost v porabi denarja. Neporabljen denar iz enega leta bo mogoče prenesti v proračune drugih let, tudi finančne zaveze bo mogoče prenašati med različnimi postavkami proračuna. Evropska komisija bo leta 2016 morala preučiti delovanje dolgoročnega proračuna EU in pri tem upoštevati takratni gospodarski položaj.

Več:

Spletna stran o večlletnem proračunu EU
in

Sporočilo Sveta EU
· Ocena Evropske komisije: zdi se, da je Slovenija na pravi poti
V oceni proračuna in o odpravljanju javnofinančnega primanjkljaja je Slovenija dobila oceno, da je na pravi poti. Svoje ugotvitve je Evropska komisija strnila v pet točk. Ugotovila je, da se zdi, da je Slovenija v letu 2013 sprejela učinkovite ukrepe kot odziv na priporočilo v okviru postopka v zvezi s čezmernim primanjkljajem. Osnutek proračunskega načrta Slovenije je skladen s pravili pakta za stabilnost in rast, čeprav brez manevrskega prostora. Po napovedih bo Slovenija v letu 2014 izvedla priporočeni fiskalni napor. Program ekonomskega partnerstva predstavlja omejen napredek pri izvajanju strukturnega dela priporočil glede javnih financ, ki jih je izdal Svet v okviru evropskega semestra. Komisija nacionalne organe poziva k strogemu izvrševanju proračuna.

Več:

Mnenje Evropske komisije o proračunu Slovenije
in

Mnenje o prekomernem javnofinančlnem primanjkljaju Slovenije
· Letni pregled rasti in poročilo o zaposlovanju
Največji izziv, pred katerim zdaj stoji evropsko gospodarstvo, je, kako nadaljevati začeto okrevanje, je glavno sporočilo letošnjega letnega pregleda rasti, ki ga je sprejela Evropska komisija. Zato ostaja pri petih glavnih prednostnih nalogah za prihodnje leto. Te so uresničevanje diferencirane rasti prijazne konsolidacije javnih financ, obnovitev bančnih posojil gospodarstvu, spodbujanje gospodarske rasti in konkurenčnosti za danes in jutri, odpravljanje brezposelnosti in socialnih posledic krize in posodobitev javne uprave. Hkrati je Komisija objavila tudi poročilo o zaposlovanju. V njem ugotavlja, da so po podatkih iz novega pregleda kazalnikov zaposlovanja in socialnih kazalnikov med državami članicami, zlasti v evrskem območju, nastale nezadržne razlike v stopnji brezposelnosti, brezposelnosti mladih, dohodku gospodinjstev, stopnji neenakosti in revščine.
Več:

Letni pregled rasti
in
Poročilo o zaposlovanju
in 

Spletna stran o letnem pregledu rasti
· Poročilo o ekonomskih neravnovesjih
Evropska komisija je v letošnjem poročilu o ekonomskih neravnovesjih za Slovenijo spomnila, da je v prejšnjem krogu poglobljenih pregledov, objavljenih aprila letos, ugotovila čezmerna neravnotežja. V prihajajočem poglobljenem pregledu bo zato ocenila, ali čezmerna neravnotežja ostajajo, ali se zmanjšujejo ter kakšen je prispevek politik, s katerimi jih Slovenija odpravlja.
Več:
Poročilo o makroekonomskih neravnovesjih
· Sprejet je proračun EU za leto 2014
Evropski parlament je potrdil proračun Evropske unije za leto 2014. V plačilih znaša 135,5 milijarde evrov, v zavezah pa 142,6 milijarde evrov. Dosežen je bil tudi dogovor o rebalansu proračuna za leto 2013, ki bo omogočil plačilo letošnjih računov.  

Več:

Sporočilo Evropskega parlamenta
2. KRATKE NOVICE

· Finančno poročilo o porabi proračuna EU 2012
Finančno poročilo za leto 2012, ki ga je objavila Evropska komisija, kaže, da je bila največja prejemnica sredstev EU v absolutnem merilu Poljska s 15,7 milijarde evrov, sledita ji Španija in Francija. Če primerjamo delež prejetih evropskih sredstev glede na bruto nacionalni dohodek (BND), je bila največja prejemnica Estonija, ki ji sledita Latvija in Litva.
Več:

Spletna stran s poročilom
· Poročilo o prijavah v register lobistov
V register Evropske komisije in Evropskega parlamenta je vpisanih skoraj 6000 lobističnih organizacij, kar je skoraj 10 odstotkov več kot lani, kaže novo poročilo. V skladu z nedavno znanstveno študijo, na katero se poročilo sklicuje, naj bi bilo zdaj vanj vključenih 60–75 odstotkov vseh akterjev v Bruslju.
Več:

Spletna stran s poročilom
in

Spletna stran registra
· Zaključki o politiki enotnega trga
Svet EU v zaključkih o politiki enotnega trga med drugim poziva države članice, naj pravočasno in učinkovito implementirajo zakonodajo s področja enotnega trga, poziva Evropsko komisijo naj sredi leta 2015 pripravi poročilo, katere ovire je treba še odstraniti za končno vzpostavitev enotnega trga za storitve.
Več:

Sporočilo Sveta EU
· Zaključki o pametni regulativi
Svet EU v zaključkih o pametni regulativi poziva Evropsko komisijo naj skupaj z državami članicami in zainteresirano javnostjo poišče zakonodajo in zakonske okvire, ki so največja ovira, pri tem je treba posebno pozornost nameniti sektorjem, ki imajo največje možnosti za rast.
Več:
Sporočilo Sveta EU
· Vsaj 40 odstotkov žensk v upravnih odborih
V skladu z osnutkom direktive EU, o kateri je glasoval Evropski parlament, bi morala podjetja, ki kotirajo na borzi v EU, vzpostaviti pregledne postopke zaposlovanja, da bi bilo do leta 2020 vsaj 40 odstotkov njihovih neizvršnih direktorjev žensk. Letos je med neizvršnimi člani upravnih odborov največjih podjetij v EU samo 17,6 odstotka žensk.
Več:

Sporočilo Evropskega parlamenta
· V globalizacijskem skladu bodo tudi sredstva za mlade
V Evropskem skladu za prilagajanje globalizaciji, iz katerega je Slovenija leta 2010 dobila 2,2 milijona evrov za pomoč odpuščenim delavcem Mure, bo v obdobju od leta 2014 do 2020 imel na voljo denar za odpravljanje posledic gospodarske krize pa tudi za izgube zaposlitev kot posledico naravnih nesreč. Denar bo na voljo tudi za pomoč mladim, ki niso zaposleni in niso vključeni v procese izobraževanja in izpopolnjevanja.
Več:

Sporočilo Evropskega parlamenta
in

Spletna stran sklada
· Sprejeta je reforma ribiške politike EU
Poslanci Evropskega parlamenta so sprejeli reformo skupne ribiške politike EU. Glavna novost bo, da ribiči ne bodo smeli vreči nazaj v morje več kot 5 odstotkov rib. Ker za večino rib veljajo kvote, zdaj ribiči iz mrež poberejo le tiste ribe, ki se jim jih splača prodati, preostale pa vržejo nazaj v morje. Teh zavržkov ne evidentirajo, zato lahko ulovijo veliko več rib, kot jim dovoljujejo kvote.
Več:

 Sporočilo Evropskega parlamenta
· Sprejeta so priporočila za integracijo Romov
Članice EU so potrdile sveženj priporočil za socialno in ekonomsko integracijo Romov. To je prvi dokument, ki je bil v EU sprejet o integraciji Romov. Priporočila so namenjena državam članicam pri pripravi njihovih nacionalnih politik.

Več:

Sporočilo o priporočilih
3. NOVA ZAKONODAJA
· Sprejet je nov program za znanost in raziskave Obzorje 2020
V obdobju od leta 2014 do 2020 bo Evropska komisija razpisovala sredstva za znanost, raziskave in inovacije na podlagi novega programa Obzorje 2020 (Horizon 2020), v katerem je na voljo okrog 77 milijard evrov. Prve razpise na podlagi programa Obzorje 2020 je Evropska komisija 11. decembra že objavila.

Več:

Sporočilo Sveta EU
in

Spletna stran programa Obzorje 2020 
in

Portal za udeležence razpisov
· Sprejet je program Erasmus+
V novem programu za izobraževanje, mlade in šport Erasmus+, ki je sedaj dokončno potrjen in bo združil sedanje programe Comenius, Erasmus, Erasmus Mundus, Leonardo da Vinci (poklicno usposabljanje), Grundtvig in Mladi v akciji, bo v obdobju od leta 2014 do 2020 na voljo 14,7 milijarde evrov, kar je 40 odstotkov več kot v obdobju od leta 2007-2013.

Več:

Sporočilo Sveta EU
in

Spletna stran Erasmus+
· Sprejet je program Kreativna Evropa

Dokončno je sprejet nov program EU za področje kulture z imenom Kreativna Evropa. V njem so na voljo sredstva za neprofitne organizacije (v glavnem s področja kulture) in komercialna podjetja (v glavnem s področja medijev). Proračun programa je 1,46 milijarde evrov za obdobje od leta 2014 do 2020. Prvi razpisi za dodelitev sredstev iz tega programa so že objavljeni.
Več:

Sporočilo Sveta EU
in

Spletna stran programa Kreativna Evropa
in

Razpisi
· Uredba o instrumentu Povežimo Evropo
Svet EU je sprejel uredbo, ki bo pravna podlaga za izvajanje instrumenta Povežimo Evropo (Connecting Europe) v obdobju od leta 2014 do 2020. V njej so opredeljeni pogoji, metode in postopki za sofinanciranje projektov transevropskih omrežij (TEN) s strani EU. V okviru instrumenta Povežimo Evropo je za obdobje od leta 2014 do 2020 na voljo 33,2 milijarde evrov.

Več:

Sporočilo Sveta EU
in
Instrument Povežimo Evropo

· Uredba o programu LIFE
Svet EU je sprejel uredbo, ki bo pravna podlaga za izvajanje programa za okolje LIFE v obdobju od leta 2014 do 2020. Za ta program je v proračunu EU za obdobje od leta 2014 do 2020 na voljo 3,4 milijarde evrov. Program LIFE ima dva podprograma, in sicer Okolje in Podnebni ukrepi.
Več:
Sporočilo Sveta EU

in

Program LIFE
· Uredba o programu COSME
Svet EU je sprejel uredbo, ki bo pravna podlaga za izvajanje novega programa EU za pomoč podjetjem (COSME). Zanj je v proračunu EU za obdobje od leta 2014 do 2020 na voljo 2,3 milijarde evrov.

Več:

Sporočilo Sveta EU
in

Program COSME
· Uredba o zaposlovanju in socialnih inovacijah
Svet EU je sprejel uredbo, ki bo pravna podlaga za izvajanje novega programa EU za zaposlovanje in socialne inovacije (EaSI), v katerem je za obdobje od leta 2014 do 2020 na voljo 815 milijonov evrov. EaSI pokriva in širi tri dosedanje programe, ki so: Progress (program za zaposlovanje in socialno solidarnost), EURES (evropski servis za zaposlovanje) in Mikrofinančni instrument PROGRESS (European progress microfinance facility).
Več:

Sporočilo Sveta EU
in

Spletna stran programa EaSI
· Uredba o spremembah uredbe o poklicnih kvalifikacijah
Svet EU je sprejel uredbo o spremembi direktive o poklicnih kvalifikacijah. Namen sprememb je olajšati medsebojno priznavanje poklicnih kvalifikacij med državami članicami in zagotoviti lažjo mobilnost kvalificiranih ljudi v EU. 

Več:

Sporočilo Sveta EU
· Tarife za uvoz solarnih kolektorjev s Kitajske
Svet EU je sprejel uredbi o tarifah za uvoz solarnih panelov s Kitajske v EU. Tarife bodo veljale dve leti. Uredbi temeljita na dogovoru med EU in Kitajsko o rešitvi spora, ki je bil dosežen avgusta.
Več:
Sporočilo Sveta EU
4. GOSPODARSKE NOVICE
· Eno od treh majhnih podjetij ni dobilo potrebnih finančnih virov
Eno od treh majhnih in srednjih podjetij in mladih podjetij v letu 2013 ni dobilo potrebnih finančnih virov, je pokazala anketa, ki jo je objavila Evropska komisija. Slovenija je med državami, kjer so menedžerji srednjih in majhnih podjetij dostop do financ izpostavili kot največji problem. Slovenija je skupaj z Italijo na vrhu lestvice držav, kjer je največji delež majhnih in srednjih podjetij banko zaprosil za limit. V Italiji je ta delež 35 odstotkov, v Sloveniji 32 odstotkov. Direktorji vprašanih podjetij v EU so kot najpogostejši razlog, zakaj niso zaprosili za kredit ali limit, navedli dovolj lastnih virov.

Več:

Poročilo
in
Portal o dostopu do virov 
· Posodobitev državnih pomoči prek boljše evaluacije
Evropska komisija do 24. januarja prek javnega posvetovanja zbira mnenja in predloge o smernicah, kako bi države članice lahko z evaluacijo bolje ugotovile, ali so državne pomoči dosegle namen. Evropska komisija v predlogu navaja najboljše prakse in ključne principe za evaluacije, hkrati pa državam članicam omogoča prilagajanje na specifične razmere.
Več:
Spletna stran javnega posvetovanja
in

Predlog Evropske komisije
· Spremembe direktive o matičnih in odvisnih družbah
Evropska komisija predlaga odpravo lukenj v direktivi o matičnih in odvisnih družbah, ki jih nekatera podjetja uporabljajo za izogibanje plačevanja davkov. Za hibridna posojila, ki jih je v državi hčerinske družbe mogoče uveljaviti kot olajšavo in tako odšteti od zneska za plačilo davka, bo po novem, če bo predlog Komisije sprejet, treba plačati davek državi, kjer ima matična družba svoj sedež.
Več:

Predlog Evropske komisije
· Poročilo o implementaciji Akta za mala podjetja
Evropska komisija je objavila poročilo o impelmentaciji Akta za mala podjetja v državah članicah. Za Slovenijo navaja, da srednja in majhna podjetja še vedno občutijo posledice krize,a implementacija akcijskega načrta 2012-2013 naj bi zagotovila boljše poslovno okolje zanje.
Več:

Poročilo Evropske komisije
in

Spletna stran o poročilih za majhna in srednja podjetja
· Varovanje zaupnih poslovnih informacij pred krajo
Evropska komisija je predlagala nova pravila o varovanju nerazkritega strokovnega znanja in izkušenj ter poslovnih informacij (poslovnih skrivnosti) pred njihovo neupravičeno pridobitvijo, uporabo in razkritjem. Predlog direktive uvaja skupno opredelitev poslovne skrivnosti ter sredstva, s katerimi lahko žrtve protipravne prilastitve poslovne skrivnosti pridobijo nadomestilo. Predlog je poslala v obravnavo in sprejem državam članicamm v okviru Sveta EU in Evropskemu parlamentu.
Več:

Predlog
in

Spletna stran o poslovnih skrivnostih
· Uredba o skupinskih izjemah bo veljala do konca junija 2014
Evropska komisija je za pol leta, do konca junija 2014, podaljšala veljavnost uredbe o skupinskih izjemah pri dodeljevanju državnih pomoči. S 1. julijem 2014 bo stopila v veljavo nova uredba.
Več:

Sporočilo Evropske komisije
· Poenostavitev postopkov za pregled neproblematičnih združitev podjetij
Evropska komisija je objavila pravila za poenostavitev postopkov pri neproblematičnih združitvah podjetij, ki bodo začela veljati s 1. januarjem 2014. Po novem bo med drugim poenostavljen postopek veljal za primere, ko imata podjetji, ki se združujeta skupaj manj kot 20-odstotni delež na trgu (zdaj je meja 15 odstotkov).
Več:

Nova pravila
· Javno posvetovanje o zaščiti avtorskih pravic
Evropska komisija prek javnega posvetovanja do 5. februarja 2014 zbira mnenja in predloge o spremembah evropske zakonodaje o zaščiti avtorskih pravic, ki se nanaša na enotni trg za digitalne storitve. To javno poosvetovanje je del širše prenove zakonodaje o zaščiti avtorskih pravic.
Več:

Predlog sprememb, ki je v javni razpravi
in

Spletna stran javnega posvetovanja
· Zaključki o industrijski politiki EU
Svet EU v zaključkih o industrijski politiki EU med drugim izraža skrb zaradi visokih cen energije, ki jih plačujejo evropska industrijska podjetja v primerjavi s svojimi tekmeci. Hkrati pa tudi izpostavlja, da bi te cene bilo mogoče znižati z ukrepi za povečanje energetske učinkovitosti.

Več:

Sporočilo Sveta EU
· Akcijski načrt za modno industrijo
Modna industrija v EU zagotavlja 5 milijonov delovnih mest v 850 tisoč podjetij. Za pomoč temu sektorju je Evropska komisija napovedala akcijski načrt, ki vključuje ukrepe za zaščito intelektualne lastnine, boj proti ponaredkom, reševanje problema pomanjkanja kvalificirane delovne sile in problem majhnih in srednjih podjetij pri dostopu do finančnih virov.
Več:

Spletna stran o modni industriji
in

Spletna stran o oblačilni in tekstilni industriji
5. FINANČNE STORITVE

· Informacije za majhne investitorje
Evropski parlament je potrdil pravila, ki določajo, s katerimi ključnimi informacijami o produktih je treba seznaniti majhne investitorje, preden ti podpišejo pogodbo.  Poslanci predlagajo enoten obrazec s ključnimi informacijami, ki bo omogočil primerjavo različnih finančnih produktov.

Več:
Sporočilo Evropskega parlamenta
· Nova pravila za hipotekarna posojila
Poslanci Evropskega parlamenta so sprejeli nova pravila za hipotekarna posojila, ki bodo po njihovi oceni kupcem nepremičnin zagotovila boljše informacije o realni ceni hipoteke. Pravila vključujejo hipoteke na bivalne nepremičnine, pisarniške prostore in zazidljiva zemljišča.
Več:

Sporočilo Evropskega parlamenta
6. REGIONALNA POLITIKA
· Kohezijska politika EU za obdobje 2014-2020

Evropski parlament je sprejel ključno zakonodajo za izvajanje kohezijske politike Evropske unije v obdobju 2014-2020. Nova pravila bodo vlaganja osredotočila na omejeno število ciljev, povezanih z agendo Evropa 2020 (strategija rasti EU). Z novimi pravili bo 20 odstotkov sredstev iz Evropskega socialnega sklada namenjenega za boj proti revščini skozi vključevanje na trg dela. Sklad bo podprl tudi boj proti brezposelnosti mladih: najmanj tri milijarde evrov bo namenjenih za pobudo za zaposlovanje mladih.
Več:

Sporočilo Evropskega parlamenta
in

Spletna stran regionalne politike
· Razpis za izbor testnih regij

Evropska komisija do 22. januarja 2014 zbira kandidature regij za sodelovanje v študiji za izboljšanje upravljanja. Izbrala bo 16 regij, ki se bodo povezale z 8 vzorčnimi regijami. Namen študije je izmenjava izkušenj in spodbujanje učenja in izmenjav med regijami.

Več:

Spletna stran razpisa  

7. TRANSPORT IN ENERGETIKA

· Nove smernice za razvoj transevropskega prometnega omrežja
Svet EU je sprejel smernice za pripravo dolgoročne strategije za razvoj celotnega transevropskega prometnega omrežja (TEN-T), ki vključuje železnico, pomorski in zračni transport, ceste in rečne plovne poti. Za gradnjo infrastrukture TEN-T je v okviru instrumenta Povežimo Evropo (Connecting Europe) na voljo 26,2 milijarde evrov, 11,3 milijarde evrov pa bo dodatno na voljo za ta namen v kohezijskem skladu.
Več:

Sporočilo Sveta EU
· 350 milijonov evrov za ključne transportne projekte
Evropska komisija je objavila javne razpise za razdelitev 350 milijonov evrov za ključne transportne projekte. Prijave je treba oddati do 11. marca 2014. Ta sredstva so namenjena za projekte na področju železnice, letalskega in morskega in cestnega transporta, pa tudi rečnega prometa.

Več:

Sporočilo Evropske komisije
· Ciljno posvetovanje o zaposlitvah in delovnih pogojih v transportu
Evropska komisija prek ciljnega javnega poosvetovanja do 31. januarja 2014 zbira mnenja in predloge o zaposlitvah in pogojih dela na področju transporta. Pričakuje strokovna mnenja podjetij, organizacij s področja transporta in logistike, pa tudi ljudi iz javne administracije.

Več:

Spletna stran posvetovanja
8. EKOLOGIJA IN TRAJNOSTNI RAZVOJ

· Zamrznitev dražb za del dovoljenj za izpuste CO2
Poslanci Evropskega parlamenta so podprli zamrznitev dražb za del dovoljenj za izpuste CO2, da bi tako zvišali njihovo ceno in spodbudili podjetja k vlaganjem v nizkoogljične tehnologije. Na trgu je trenutno prevelika ponudba dovoljenj. Ukrepi, ki so jih sprejeli evropski poslanci, podrobneje urejajo zamrznitev dražb.
Več:

Sporočilo Evropskega parlamenta
· Neformalni dogovor o izpustih iz novih avtomobilov
Svet EU in Evropski parlament sta dosegla neformalni dogovor o dovoljenih izpustih za nove avtomobile. Uredba določa pogoje za zmanjšanje izpustov na 95 gramov CO« na kilometer v letu 2020. Evropska komisija bo uredbo pregledala leta 2015 in pripravila cilje za obdobje po letu 2020.
Več:

Sporočilo Sveta EU
· Javno posvetovanje o preprečevanju izvoza smeti iz EU

Do 17. marca Evropska komisija prek javnega posvetovanja zbira mnenja in predloge za certificiranje naprav za ravnanje z odpadki oziroma za preprečevanje izvoza smeti iz EU v države, kjer ne ravnajo z odpadki na okolju prijazen način. Evropska komisija bo zbrana mnenja in predloge uporabila pri pripravi politike na tem področju.

Več:

Spletna stran javnega posvetovanja 

· Trideset kazalnikov za merjenje učinkovitosti rabe virov v EU

Evropski statistični urad Eurostat je objavil prvi pregled kazalnikov za merjenje učinkovitosti rabe virov v EU. Ta pregled je pomoč pri izvajanju pobude EU za učinkovito rabo virov, ki je ena od sedmih pobud razvojne strategije Evropa 2020.
Več:

Spletna stran pregleda
in

Pobuda za učinkovito rabo virov
9. VARSTVO POTROŠNIKOV
· Nov predlog za reševanje sporov manjših vrednosti
Evropska komisija je pripravila nov zakonodajni predlog, ki bo, če bo sprejet, po njeni oceni potrošnikom in majhnim in srednjim podjetjem olajšal reševanje sporov manjših vrednosti pri čezmejnih nakupih. Bistvena novost je dvig najvišje vrednosti nakupa s sedanjih 2.000 evrov na 10,000 evrov. Komisija poleg tega razširja definicijo, kaj je čezmejni primer, sodne takse ne smejo preseči 10 odstotkov vrednosti nakupa, minimalna taksa pa ne sme biti višja od 35 evrov.
Več:
Predlog Evropske komisije
in

Spletna stran s postopki v primeru sporov manjše vrednosti
· Poročilo o težavah pri čezmejnih nakupih
Evropska mreža potrošniških centrov (ECC-Net) v zadnjem poročilu ugotavlja, da se potrošniki pri nakupu storitev čez mejo še vedno soočajo s težavami. Okrog 74 odstotkov pritožb se nanaša na razliko v ceni pri nakupu glasbe, knjig in elektronskih naprav, 21 odstotkov pa pri turističnih storitev.

Več:

Poročilo
· RAPEX
Hitri sistem obveščanja EU o nevarnih proizvodih, ki krožijo na evropskem trgu. Posodobitve za november – december 2013:
http://ec.europa.eu/consumers/safety/rapex/alerts/main/index.cfm?event=main.weeklyOverview&web_report_id=810&selectedTabIdx=1
http://ec.europa.eu/consumers/safety/rapex/alerts/main/index.cfm?event=main.weeklyOverview&web_report_id=801&selectedTabIdx=1
http://ec.europa.eu/consumers/safety/rapex/alerts/main/index.cfm?event=main.weeklyOverview&web_report_id=800&selectedTabIdx=1
http://ec.europa.eu/consumers/safety/rapex/alerts/main/index.cfm?event=main.weeklyOverview&web_report_id=790&selectedTabIdx=1  
10. RR IN INOVACIJE
· Javnost podpira odgovorne raziskave in inovacije
Javnomnenjska raziskava Eurobarometer je pokazala, da več kot tri četrtine Evropejcev (77 odstotkov) meni, da znanost in tehnologija pozitivno vplivata na družbo. V Sloveniji je tako odgovorilo 75 odstotkov vprašanih. Vendar so vprašani izrazili tudi skrb nad novimi tehnologijami, na primer zaradi nevarnosti za zdravje ljudi in okolje. Želijo, da se pri raziskavah in inovacijah ustrezna pozornost nameni etičnim načelom (76 odstotkov) in uravnoteženi zastopanosti spolov (84 odstotkov). V Sloveniji 86 odstotkov vprašanih meni, da je treba nameniti ustrezno pozornost etičnim načelom, 82 odstotkov meni, da je treba zagotoviti uravnoteženo zastopanost spolov. Da so informirani o razvoju znanosti in tehnologij v Sloveniji meni 40 odstotkov vprašanih, kar je enako kot v EU.
Več:

Poročilo Eurobarometra
in

Poročilo za Slovenijo
· Volkswagen največ vlaga v raziskave in razvoj
Največji industrijski vlagatelj v raziskave in razvoj iz zasebnega sektorja je prvič od leta 2004 evropsko podjetje, in sicer nemški proizvajalec avtomobilov Volkswagen. Z naložbami v višini 9,5 milijarde evrov v letu 2012 zaseda prvo mesto v poročilu Evropske komisije o pregledu stanja na področju naložb v industrijske raziskave in razvoj v EU za leto 2013 (2013 EU Industrial R&D Investment Scoreboard). Podjetja iz EU, ki so vključena v poročilo (med njimi ni nobenega iz Slovenije), načrtujejo povečanje svojih naložb v raziskave in razvoj za povprečno 2,6 odstotka letno v obdobju 2013–2015, kar je manj kot v letu 2012.
Več:
Spletna stran s poročilom
· Evropska komisija je potrdila štiri konzorcije ERIC
ECRIN (vzpostavljanje skupne platforma za panevropske klinične raziskave), BBMRI (združevanje biobank in biomolekularnih virov), ESS (preučevanje socialnih odnosov v spreminjajoči se Evropi) in EATRIS (most med medicinskimi raziskavami in kliničnimi aplikacijami) so štirje konzorciji raziskovalne infrastrukture (ERIC), ki jih je potrdila Evropska komisija. Ta potrditev pomeni, da so pravno priznani v vseh državah članicah. Slovenija je članica ESS.
Več:

Sporočilo Evropske komisije
in

Spletna stran o ERIC
· Uredba o državnih pomočeh za raziskave bo veljala do konca junija 2014
Evropska komisija je podaljšala veljavnost uredbe o državnih pomočeh za raziskave, razvoj in inovacije za šest mesecev do konca junija 2014. Nova pravila namerava sprejeti spomladi 2014 z namenom, da jih bo mogoče začeti uporabljati s 1. julijem 2014. Osnutek novih pravil namerava kmalu objaviti za javno posvetovanje.
Več:

Sporočilo Evropske komisije
· Javno-zasebna partnerstva za raziskave in inovacije
Svet EU je sprejel splošno stališče o novi generaciji javno-zasebnih partnerstev, ki bodo omogočila implementacijo novih elementov Unije inovacij in drugih strategij EU za spodbujanje zaposlovanja in rasti. Ta partnerstva bodo omogočila dolgoročne aktrivnosti pod okriljem novega programa za znanost in raziskave Obzorje 2020.

Več:

Zaključki Sveta EU 
11. KULTURA IN IZOBRAŽEVANJE
· Nova spletna stran za ugotavljanje, kako podjetne so univerze
Evropska komisija je skupaj z organizacijo OECD naredila novo spletno stran HEInnovate, ki omogoča univerzam, da lahko izmerijo, kako podjetne so. Svojo uspešnost lahko merijo na sedmih področjih, ki so vodenje in upravljanje, organizacija, učenje in poučevanje, poklicne poti na področju podjetništva, sodelovanje z gospodarstvom, internacionalizacija, merjenje njihovega vpliva. Države članice so v okviru Sveta EU sprejele zaključke o globalni dimenziji evropskega visokošolskega izobraževanja. 
Več:

Portal HEInnovate
in

Zaključki Sveta EU
· Nagrade Erasmus za Fince, Grke in Špance
Visokošolske institucije iz Finske, Grčije in Španije, ki prejemajo sredstva iz programa Erasmus, so letošnji dobitniki nagrad Erasmus za vlaganja v izmenjavo zaposlenih in izboljšanje kakovosti poučevanja. Evropska komisija pojasnjuje, da so vse tri institucije odličen primer, kaj je mogoče doseči s strateško podporo izmenjavam in izboljšanja poučevanja. Držav e članice so v okviru Sveta EU sprejel zaključke o učinkovitem vodenju in upravljanju na področju izobraževanja.
Več:

Brošura s podatki o kandidatih za nagrado
in

Zaključki Sveta EU
· Šibke točke pripravništev
Anketa Eurobarometra kaže, da pomembno število pripravnikov v EU ugotavlja, da bi pogoje za opravljanje pripravništva bilo mogoče izboljšati. Med vprašanimi v Sloveniji je 29 odstotkov odgovorilo, da so opravljali pripravništvo, največ vprašanih (78 odstotkov) med vsemi članicami EU pa je v Sloveniji odgovorilo, da so opravljali študentsko delo. Slovenija je z 68 odstotki odgovorov tudi na vrhu lestvice pri odgovoru, da državljani vsaj eno pripravništvo opravijo po zaključku šolanja. Evropska komisija je predložila predlog standardov za izboljšanje kakovosti pripravništva. 
Več:

Pročilo Eurobarometra
in

Spletna stran s predlogom standardov za pripravništvo
· Nova ureditev avtorskih pravic za dostop do glasbe
Vse več ljudi do glasbe dostopa na spletu, vendar to ne pomeni, da je obseg glasbene produkcije, ki je na voljo uporabnikom interneta, v vseh državah Evropske unije enak. Odbor za pravne zadeve Evropskega parlamenta je podprl zakonodajo, ki omogoča pridobitev licence za celotno EU. 
Več:
Sporočilo Evropskega parlamenta
12. KMETIJSTVO
· Kmetijska politika EU v obdobju 2014-2020
Evropski parlament je pet zakonodajnih aktov, s katerimi se reformira kmetijska politika EU za obdobje 2014-2020. V skladu z novo skupno kmetijsko politiko bo mogoče 30 odstotkov sredstev držav članic za neposredna plačila porabiti le, če se izvedejo obvezni ukrepi ekologizacije, kot so zagotavljanje raznovrstnosti pridelkov, ohranjanje trajnega travinja in oblikovanje ekološko naravnanih območij. Plačila bodo lahko dobili le aktivni kmetje, mladi kmetje pa dodatek.
Več:

Sporočilo Evropskega parlamenta
· Poročilo o organskem kmetijstvu v EU
Evropska komisija je objavila poročilo s podatki o organskem kmetijstvu v EU. V njem navaja, da 186 tisoč organskih kmetij obdeluje 9,6 milijona hektarov zemlje, kar je 5,4 odstotka vse kmetijske zemlje v EU. Podatki tudi kažejo, da so organske kmetije v povprečju večje od konvencionalnih kmetij, lastniki organskih kmetij pa so v povprečju mlajši od lastnikov konvencionalnih kmetij.
Več:

Poročilo
in

Spletna stran o organskem kmetijstvu
· Sir Mohant in slovenski med sta nova izdelka, zaščitena v EU
Evropska komisija je registrirala zaščiteno označbo porekla za mehki sir mohant, ki ga izdelujejo na omejenem geografskem območju v osrčju Julijskih Alp. To je 18. slovenski proizvod, registriran pri EU. Z objavo v uradnem listu EU je slovenski med postal 19. slovenski proizvod registriran pri EU. Pod imenom slovenski med je dovoljeno prodajati akacijev, lipov, kostanjev, hojev, smrekov, cvetlični ali nektarni med ter gozdni med ali manin med.
Več:

Registracija mohanta 
in

Registracija medu
in

Sistem za zaščito kakovosti tradicionalnih živil
· Nova politika promocije kmetijskih in živilskih proizvodov
Evropska komisija je predstavila osnutek reforme politike promocije evropskih kmetijskih proizvodov in živil ter informiranja o njih. S sloganom Enjoy, it's from Europe (Naj vam tekne, je evropsko) in pravo evropsko strategijo naj bi izvajalcem v sektorju pomagala, da prodrejo na tuje trge, potrošnike pa bolje seznanila s prizadevanji za zagotavljanje kakovosti proizvodov. Evropske pomoči za trovrstno promocijo naj bi se z 61 milijonov evrov v proračunu za leto 2013 postopoma povečale na 200 milijonov evrov v letu 2020, med drugim predlaga Evropska komisija.
Več:

 Predlog Evropske komisije
in

Spletna stran o predlogu 

· Za boj proti boleznim živali v letu 2014 160 milijonov evrov
Za program za boj proti boleznim živali je v letu 2014 v proračunu EU na voljo dobrih 160 milijonov evrov. Ta sredstva bodo razdeljena za 142 programov. Največ, 56 milijonov evrov, je namenjenih za preprečevanje goveje tuberkuloze.
Več:

Spletna stran s programi, za katere bodo na voljo sredstva
· Poročilo o označbah lokalnih kmetijskih proizvodov
Evropska komisija je objavila poročilo, v katerem navaja, kakšne so možnosti, da bi v  prihodnje uvedli posebne označbe za lokalno pridelano hrano in za direktno prodajo hrane na kmetijah. Komisija poziva države članice prek Sveta EU in Evropski parlament, naj preučita, ali veljavna pravila pomogočajo dovoklj fleksibilnosti za lokalne pridelovalce. 

Več:

Poročilo
in

Spletna stran o lokalnem kmetijstvu
· Članice EU so potrdile predlog za jasnejše označevanje mesa
V okviru odbora za prehrambeno verigo in zdravje živali so članice EU potrdile predlog Evropske komisije za jasnejše označevanje svinine, ovčetine, jagnetine in perutnine. Nova pravila bodo potrošnikom omogočila, da bodo lahko ugotovili izvor mesa, ki ga kupijo. 

Več:

Sporočilo Evropske komisije
13. JUGOVZHODNA EVROPA IN SOSEDSKA POLITIKA
· Predlog za odpravo vizumov za državljane Moldavije
Evropska komisija predlaga odpravo vizumov za schengensko območje za državljane Moldavije, ki imajo biometrične potne liste. Predlog je poslala v obravnavo in sprejem državam članicam  v okviru Sveta EU in Evropskemu parlamentu.
Več:

Sporočilo Evropske komisije
· Odprava vizumov za državljane Azerbajdžana
EU in Azerbajdžan sta podpisala sporazum o odpravi vizumov za vstop v schengensko območje za državljane Azerbajdžana. Sporazum velja za vizume za kratek čas, kar pomeni, da je dovoljeno ostati v schengenskem območju do 90 dni v časovnem obdobju 180 dni. 
Več:

Sporočilo Evropske komisije
in

Sporočilo Sveta EU
14. NAJAVE DOGODKOV
· Infoday On ERA_NET Cofund under Horizon 2020

Bruselj, januar 16, 2014

Več informacij tukaj
· European Cluster Seminar: Multisource for Clusters in  the New Programming Petriod
Berlin, januar 20 -21, 2014
Več informacij tukaj
· 13th International Electronics Recycling Congres IERC 2014
Salzburg, januar 22 - 24, 2014
Več informacij tukaj
· International Conference on Environmental, Cultural, Economic and Social Sustainability

Split, januar 22 - 24, 2014
Več informacij tukaj
· Regulating EU mobile, internet and card payments
Bruselj, januar 22, 2014
Več informacij tukaj
· Finance and Investment London Forum
London, januar 23, 2014
Več informacij tukaj
· EU Research & Innovation Proposal Development 2014-2020
Bruselj, januar 23-24, 2014
Več informacij tukaj
· Transport Ticketing 2014
London, januar 27 - 29, 2014
Več informacij tukaj
· Introduction to Project Finance
London, januar 29, 2014
Več informacij tukaj
· Shadow baning & money market funds
Bruselj, januar 29, 2014
Več informacij tukaj
· INTCESS14 – International Conference on Education and Social Sciences
Istanbul, februar 3 - 5, 2014
Več informacij tukaj
· The 2014 Winter Global Business Conference
Tignes, februar 03 - 07, 2014
Več informacij tukaj
· 5th Annual Energy Finance & Infrastructure Summit
Frankfurt, februar 05 - 06, 2014
Več informacij tukaj
· 4th International Conference on Dynamics and Logistics
Bremen, februar 10 - 14, 2014
Več informacij tukaj
· European Competition Forum 2014

Bruselj, februar 11, 2014
Več informacij tukaj
· Chemical Control and Hazard Communication Regulations

Berlin, februar  11 - 13, 2014
Več informacij tukaj
· European Funding Academy 2014-2020
Budimpešta, februar 11 - 14, 2014
Več informacij tukaj
· EU Energy Law & Policy 9th Annual Conference
Bruselj, februar 11 -12, 2014
Več informacij tukaj
· Conference on Products Policy – International Trends in Ecodesign & Energy labelling

Bruselj, februar 20 - 21, 2014
Več informacij tukaj
· Advanced Seminar State Aid for Infrastructure Projects
Berlin, februar 20-21, 2014
Več informacij tukaj
· Smart grids smart cities forum 
Varšava, februar 27 - 28, 2014
Več informacij tukaj
15. ZANIMIVE PUBLIKACIJE

· Trends and projections in Europe 2013
· European code of good conduct for microcredit provision
· The contribution of competition policy to growth and the EU 2020 Strategy
· SOCIEUX, expert facility supporting social protection systems in partner countries
· Assessment of benefits from the RFCS research programme
· Systemic seismic vulnerability and risk analysis for buildings, lifeline networks and infrastructures safety gain
· ERC grant schemes
· Environment for Europeans: Green week supplement 2013
· The future of Christians in the Middle East: A first step to religious freedom
· 'Results financing': EIB operations outside the EU
· Beyond the sky
· E-commerce and delivery: A study of the state of play of EU parcel markets with particular emphasis on e-commerce
· Supporting SMEs for growth, innovation and jobs
· Europe's re-industrialisation: The gulf between aspiration and reality
· Focus Germany: Launch pad to the past
· Europe should regulate to promote carbon capture and storage
· The EU Special Representatives: A dying breed?
· The Triangular Relationship between Fundamental Rights, Democracy and the Rule of Law in the EU: Towards an EU Copenhagen Mechanism

16. PRILOGE
· PRILOGA 1: Why a more accurate EU definition od SMEs matters!
CEPS/ Brussels

As part of the European Union’s commitment to deliver greater access to finance for small- and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), EU policy-makers will have to deal with a fragmented market landscape and responses by individual member states to address failures. On the basis of some early evidence, this Commentary calls for a rethinking on the part of the EU of its definition of an SME, which currently does not take into account the internal market dimension. A more accurate definition, reflecting the internal market and the stages of evolution of a firm and its financing needs, would allow better benchmarking and a comparison of policy responses that often claim to address market failures in SME finance.
After the financial crisis, supporting access to finance for small- and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) has become the new mantra in the policy debate on how to restore growth in the European Union. SMEs are often synonymous with entrepreneurial dynamism, which can drive growth and innovation. But the picture is clearly far more complex. It is indeed paramount to ensure that SMEs can access proper financing mechanisms, but it remains highly unclear how this set of small and medium firms is actually defined. SMEs are often treated as a self-defined homogenous set of enterprises that is claimed to be in need of external financial support to improve their access to finance. A subdivision into clusters of size cannot give an indication of growth, but it provides a tool to devise policy solutions that can be effective by understanding the diverse financing needs that companies might have at various stages of their life. But the question is how these clusters are defined for policy-making purposes in the European Union. Lacking a sound definition may thus impede a proper measurement of the effectiveness of policy proposals.

The need for a more rigorous approach to the definition of SMEs for policy purposes has been at the top of the European Commission’s agenda for at least a decade. The Commission only harmonised its policy actions around a formal definition in 2005, after the revision of an earlier definition set in 1996. According to the latest statistics from Eurostat, 99.8% of the enterprises in the EU qualify as an SME, as defined today. Therefore, it should not come as a surprise to learn that most of the proposals aimed at SMEs are in fact targeting such a wide range of firms, each with different funding needs and with a very diverse impact on the economy, are often ineffective or remain in abeyance for months before being buried by other policy priorities.

This definition includes a vast range of firms and individuals classified as an ‘enterprise’. This would include corner shops, small-sized professionals, up to companies with a scale that is around €50 million turnover. Compared to the definition of 1996, this version has higher thresholds of turnover (from €40 to €50 million) and balance sheet size (from €27 to €43 million). The most important innovation, however, has been the introduction of the sub-category of microenterprises, which was not included in the previous definition.

Some general statistics on SMEs

The European Commission, following-up the commitments taken under the Small Business Act for Europe (SBA) of 2008, has been collecting some general statistics about the above-mentioned categories of firms, plus a set of remaining larger companies. According to these statistics, SMEs account for 99.8% of all enterprises, 67.4% of employees and 58% of value creation in the European Union. Let us now take a closer look at the numbers in the five biggest EU economies and the impact that each of these three categories of SMEs (micro, small and medium) have on these economies. While SMEs are worth more than 60% of the value and almost 80% of employment in Italy and Spain, they are less important (but still respectively around 50% and 60%) in Germany and the UK.

By breaking down the numbers by category of firm micro firms appears a very important driver of employment in Spain and Italy, but much less so in term of value creation. Large firms, instead, are key drivers both in employment and value added, in particular for countries like Germany and the UK. France has a more balanced position in relation to the impact of micro and large firms. Small and medium firms appear to have a similar impact for all five countries (low standard deviation), which points at an early sign of a more homogeneous set of firms vis-àvis their impact on the economy.

As a result, while the definition of small and medium firms seems well-balanced, due to their cross-country homogeneous impact, the ‘micro’ category is skewing the SME sample for its wide coverage of economic activities that have a highly diversified nature. The ‘large’ category, instead, even if it is not included in the SME sample, exhibits as well a broad impact on the economy and therefore needs additional analysis. In relation to the ‘micro’ category, indeed, there are two important elements to be considered: average number of employees and value added per employee.
First, the average number of employees is very small (around 2 employees per firm), which points at the typical nature of these firms as corner shops or small independent professionals. These entities are mainly financed by the private equity of the owner (with his/her own real guarantees) and are mostly closed to external financing, mainly limited to current account overdrafts or credit card loans from banks. Corporate and individual income taxation may have a very important impact on these entities, as they are mainly driven by the equity of the owner. Secondly, except for France and partially the UK, the ‘micro’ category has a very limited impact in terms of value creation (for employees), especially in those countries where they are more diffused (Spain and Italy).

Finally, the ‘large’ category exhibits a big jump in terms of the average number of employees, compared to medium-sized firms. By also skewing the sample in terms of total value-added creation, it may raise the question whether this category should be further refined and split to capture a more intermediate set of firms that can be considered SMEs.

A new EU definition for SMEs?

As a result of this brief comparative analysis, it is indeed very difficult to develop an effective EU policy for a set of firms that encompasses 99.8% of the EU enterprises. As shown, the sample is skewed by the inclusion of micro firms that are too small to be effectively captured by EU policies, and have a limited impact in relative terms on the EU economy. EU policies targeting SMEs require more focus in their scope and thus need to be revised and shaped around two general principles: 
1) Identifying and including those enterprises that contribute the most to the economy in terms of growth and employment (measured in relative terms);
2) Targeting those firms in which an EU intervention is justifiable (subsidiarity) and effective (available tools).

From the early evidence shown above, the inclusion of micro firms in the sample is a significant distortion to the sample and adds a lot of uncertainty to EU policies. In practice, the policy tools that the European Union can actually offer micro firms is limited and not necessarily the same as those needed for firms that can be classified as ‘small and medium’ enterprises. Most notably, the competence of the EU in taxation is very limited and the room for action in improving financing conditions on overdrafts or credit card loans with EU policies is constrained by the small size and the fragmentation of such transactions.

Furthermore, the European Union treats as large companies those firms with a turnover above €50 million, which are not yet ready for direct access to capital markets and are seriously penalised by the current credit crunch. A rule of thumb in capital markets argues that the ideal size for firms to be listed

or to raise debt in capital markets is around €500 million at least. This leaves a significant space for firms between €50 and €500 million that are treated by policy-makers as ‘large’ stand-alone companies, but in reality they rely more heavily on bank funding than any other category of company (with limited or no real guarantees from the owners due to their larger size) and are hit by the credit crunch and increasing administrative burdens due to financial reforms.

This additional breakdown makes even more sense if we take into account that these firms are ‘currently’ considered large companies from a European single market perspective, which might be misleading in relation to the size of competitors in their category. It may be indeed the case that, for some small countries, large companies at national level would be classified as SMEs. But this would be a beneficial incentive for these firms to consider scaling up their business at EU level and consider internationalisation. This would ultimately contribute to a healthy competition in the single market.

As a result, and subject to more in-depth analysis, the definition of SMEs could be amended as follows:

1) Removing the ‘micro’ category of firms
2)  Adapting the ‘employees’ requirement and
3) Adding a new category of ‘M+’ firms.

Firstly, removing the ‘micro’ category would eliminate the distortion that these firms create for the definition of EU policies for SMEs.2 Secondly, as the average number of employees per category of firm shows in the five biggest EU economies, the employee requirement may need an update. Assuming a deviation from the mean equal to 50% on average for ‘small’ firms, following Figure 3 (b), the requirements could be revised as follows:

1) Between 10 and 30 employees for ‘small’ firms,
2) Between 30 and 150 employees for ‘medium’

firms and
3) Between 150 and 500 employees for ‘M+’ firms.
This also implies the creation of a new category of SME (the so called ‘M+’), whose cap in the number of employees is calculated by applying the 50% deviation from the average (around 1,000 employees) for the ‘large’ companies in the five biggest EU economies, thereby using 500 employees as a cap for M+ companies.

A revised definition would make more homogeneous the set of companies that can be considered SMEs with strong potential for value creation and growth in the European Union. Studies and surveys, which are lacking data today, would need to gather more micro data on the capital structure of these categories of firms that have the actual potential to deliver growth and innovation.

· PRILOGA 2: Ukraine's European integration: between mayhem and opportunity
EPC/ Brussels
Nine years since Ukraine’s Orange Revolution, a new national movement is under way, with hundreds of thousands of Ukrainians flooding into the street despite clashes with security forces. 

As in 2004, Ukraine’s President, Viktor Yanukovych, is the target of the demonstrations following the decision of the government to “suspend” an Association Agreement with Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Area (DCFTA), which it had hoped to sign at the Vilnius Eastern Partnership Summit. While the government said the decision was made in the interests of Ukraine’s national security, following a period of intensive economic and political pressure from Moscow, the decision was interpreted by many as a move to bring Ukraine closer to Russia. 

This decision, coming after Armenia ditched its own agreement some two months earlier, has not only thrown Ukraine into turmoil, but has also knocked the stuffing out of the EU’s Eastern Partnership and taken the shine off the Vilnius Summit. Furthermore, it has underlined the fact that almost ten years since the launch of the European Neighbourhood Policy, the goals laid down – bringing peace, stability and security – are little closer to being met.  

Russia has managed to further fragment both the Black Sea and South Caucasus regions, and will work to consolidate this. To what extent the EU is ready to rise to the challenge remains to be seen. But so far, its reaction has been rather uninspiring – in stark contrast with that of Ukrainian society.  

A controversial decision

Ukrainians demanded that their authorities reverse a decision that was taken without due consultation and contradicts the Constitution and a number of Ukrainian laws. How can it be that in a country where, according to recent polls, nearly 60% of the population support European integration, the government can decide to make such an announcement without consulting with the opposition parties, members of parliament, civil society and other actors and in contradiction to government competence and national legislation, including laws on international treaties and the Cabinet of Ministers. If, as President Yanukovych stated in a speech on 25 November, the decision was taken to help the country, it would have been wiser do this is in a more inclusive fashion, whether through a vote in the Rada (Ukraine’s parliament), a meeting of the National Security Council or even a public referendum. 

The EU voiced little, if any, criticism over how the decision was taken without an “inclusive process”; there was no strong message that the leadership in Kyiv should listen to its population. While some in the EU have now taken a more critical line, the EU’s initial reaction was to express “disappointment”, state the agreement remained on the table, and blame Russia.

Ukraine is clearly both a national and personal issue for Putin: the Russian leadership has a predictable foreign policy and a very broad set of tools which Moscow has been utilising for many years. So its pressure came as no surprise to those observing the region closely. Ultimately, Ukraine’s leadership itself did not want the agreement badly enough. If it did, they would and could have held on to the path which had allegedly been chosen despite Russian pressure, not least because they had political consensus and a large chunk of society behind them. For many in Ukraine, European integration is more than a piece of paper or an agreement; it a vision, a way that the country can remain integral and finally modernise; it is a civilisation project which has a broad base of support – something which the Russian-led Customs Union does not have. Moreover, the authorities could have flagged up the need for financial assistance to help them through Russian pressure much earlier, rather than at the last minute, and they could have intensified their efforts to pass the important laws required by the EU.

This is the difference between Ukraine and Moldova, Georgia and other countries before them, including the Baltic States. The leaderships of the latter were ready to forge ahead despite an often weak and irritating EU approach and Russian saber-rattling because, ultimately, they want(ed) a better future. This situation, to a certain extent, reflects the problems intrinsic for Ukraine`s internal state of affairs: an unfinished transition, weak statehood and democracy, fragile civil society, extractive political and economic institutions, and oligarchic economic model. Decision makers are more interested in staying in power than in the quality of life of the population.

Given that the EU has been so focused on “Russian bullying”, and in light of how the EU reacted to Armenia’s decision – almost seeing Armenia as a victim – Yanukovych may have hoped to extract a similar reaction. However, Armenia’s case is significantly different to Ukraine’s. Russian influence and leverage on Armenia is greater; Armenia is much less “Europeanised” than Ukraine, and its society does not have the grass root and civil society backing for European integration, and Yerevan announced it would join the Russian-led Customs Union. In Ukraine, the European choice is legally binding and any move towards the Customs Union may ignite something close to civil war.

Future scenarios

The situation in Ukraine is changing day-by-day with the country now in a period of instability and uncertainty. Furthermore, there are a number of triggers, including further meetings between Yanukovych and his counterpart in Russia, Vladimir Putin, which could lead to a further escalation of the situation. There seem to be three possible scenarios on the horizon: firstly, the current uproar will die down and focus will shift to the 2015 Presidential elections, with a battle for Ukraine’s future to be played out. Secondly, the ongoing protests and discontent may lead to the resignation of the government – as protestors are demanding –which could serve to reduce the growing tension and confrontational curve, although there is no sign of this yet. It is also not ruled out that the Ukrainian authorities might further crack down on protestors, including attempts to impose a state of emergency which could turn very ugly. 
The violent actions of the police on 30 November, never before witnessed in Ukraine, as well as massive provocations during the impressive half-million demonstration on 1 December, are a dangerous signal that a move towards greater authoritarianism is also a possibility.

In this respect, it is important to underline the fact that European integration was the key factor which made the situation in Ukraine different from Belarus. Now that European integration is under threat, there is a serious danger that democracy will be further undermined and rolled back. The Rada session on 3 December, the first since the controversial decision, may offer a signal as to in which direction we are heading.

During this period of turmoil, Ukrainian society needs EU support more than ever. It is not enough to simply criticise the Ukrainian authorities for excessive use of force; the EU needs to maintain a proactive dialogue with the Ukrainian leadership, encouraging Yanukovych to continue with his declared goal of European integration, reiterating that the Association Agreement is still on the table, while also showing solidarity and support for those who are protesting and pushing for change. The EU needs to be visible and active at the highest possible level, including at the forthcoming OSCE Ministerial meeting at the end of this week. After all, if Ukraine implodes into chaos as a result of an attempt to move closer to the EU, it will bring further into question the ability of the Union to act in its direct neighbourhood.

Hence after Vilnius, it is clear that the challenges in the EU’s eastern neighbourhood will not lessen, but will become greater. The EU’s ability to react to this in a more robust and proactive manner is going to be severely tested, more so in a year when the EU is tied up with internal cuisine. However, as European Commissioner for Enlargement and European Neighbourhood Policy, Stefan Füle, correctly stated, the transformation of the whole European continent and the lives of millions of people are at stake.
· PRILOGA 3: The protectionist dog that didn't bark
Bruegel/ Brussels
Many trade safeguard actions have essentially protectionist and political motivations. Thus, the absence of sustained lobbying from the leading German solar manufacturing firms in the EU-China solar panels case was rather surprising. The EU’s anti-dumping and anti-subsidy investigations against Chinese solar firms were started in 2012 at the request of EU ProSun, representing about 25 European solar-panel producers, including Solarworld AG (SWV) of Germany. However, early this year, Germany led the opposition against imposition of punitive anti-dumping (AD) duties proposed by the Commission. Germany's intervention was partly responsible for the start of the talks on the negotiated settlement between China and the EU on the solar case. 

The approach of Germany's solar manufacturers is also in stark contrast to the actions of their US-based counterparts, who actively initiated and supported the imposition of punitive AD and countervailing duties on solar cells and wafers imported from China, and continue to do so. US trade activism on this issue may inadvertently result in barriers to the solar sector’s development and the US’s energy/ environmental and export policy initiatives, but it nevertheless conforms to the established plays of the trade remedy rule-book adopted worldwide; anti-dumping and anti-subsidy actions are aimed at raising domestic industry’s chances of reclaiming equal footing in the face of below-market-cost sales by foreign suppliers.  

So why did European, and in particular German, solar manufacturers not support DG Trade’s AD action against Chinese solar panel imports? Notwithstanding the lobbying by the Chinese delegation to the EU and threats of retaliation from China through actions against European exports and investments in the mainland that may have made the German solar industry unwilling to continue with their open support for the proposed AD duties, it seems that a conflict of interest within the local solar industry (especially the large integrated manufacturers) may have been at the root of the antipathy for the AD tariffs. This is more significant in view of the fact that Germany is clearly the global solar photovoltaic (PV) market leader in terms of per capita and total solar power capacity (MW), with 33 percent of global cumulative PV installations in 2012, which was around 47 percent of the cumulative PV installations in EU27. Germany is also an important solar panel manufacturing base, and the current world overcapacity in PV modules is having a severe effect on the companies all along the solar value chain; protection against dumped products would undoubtedly benefit the local industry. 

Key features and China-linkages of the German solar industry

A closer look at the German solar industry reveals that the larger players in its solar industry value chain have interesting links with China. Industry data shows that of the 69,000 tonnes of solar-grade polysilicon (the main raw ingredient used for making solar panels) that China consumed in January-June 2013, 41,000 tonnes was imported. China's solar panel makers prefer imported polysilicon, which has a higher purity that helps in energy conversion. Overall, 9,300 tons of polysilicon was imported into China from the EU during 2012, representing 30.8 percent year-on-year growth; EU-origin polysilicon in China is mainly exported from Germany, and Italy to a lesser extent. Thus, solar-polysilicon exporters were unlikely to support the EU dumping action, since a retaliatory punitive AD tariff in China on imports of polysilicon would hurt the German firms that export the material. 

But even for the solar companies in Germany (and Europe) that must compete with imports, the outcome of EU AD measures (after taking into account Chinese safeguard actions) did not imply a definite gain. According to a DG Trade assessment, there would have been at best a ‘borderline outcome’. In fact, major German solar manufacturers and consumers were likely to be affected negatively, as a result of several concurrent developments. 

As a consequence of the Fukushima disaster in 2011, renewables are now required to supply 80 percent of Germany’s electricity needs by 2050. This further reaffirmed the targets of the Renewable Energy Sources Act (EEG), implemented in 2000. Under the Energiewende, producers of wind, solar and biomass power are guaranteed fixed feed-in tariffs or FiT for 20 years, with the price paid structured to decline over the years. The EEG introduced a fundamental change in German energy supply: every citizen that owns a house can now become an energy producer. The grid system operators are committed to accepting this electricity as a priority, and to paying fixed fees for it. 

However, while this spurred an investment boom in renewables, these subsidies have not benefitted the large solar firms/energy utilities in a big way. This is because of the specific structuring of the green subsidy under the EEG which encouraged distributed generation. Also, in Germany, residential solar systems are exempt from revenue, sales or value-added taxes. The rising private rooftop solar PV generation has also led to a reduction in electricity demand from the grid, which in turn means that grid-connected renewable producer-consumers are not paying adequately towards the maintenance of the transmission grid system; utilities generally include a portion of fixed costs in their energy-use charges. 

Thus there has been little support in Germany from the large solar firms and electricity utilities in favour of a duty which increases/keeps high the cost of solar panels. Moreover, the consumer voice on AD duties, also supported by the green lobby in the country, was against a move that would have kept module prices high; the rapidly falling prices of solar panel modules (the decline in solar costs by almost a quarter is as much an outcome of the huge overcapacity in both Europe and China, as a result of the maturing of the technology) has helped the individual solar energy consumer-producers recoup their investments faster, thus encouraging more renewables installation. The AD duty was not in the interest of the solar electricity producers-consumers/promoters. 

But the renewable energy boom has led to a peculiar situation in terms of the energy cost and pricing in Germany. German electricity is more expensive for industrial users than the EU average and more than double the price in the US. When the impact of the US shale gas revolution is taken into account, German companies on average pay more than three times as much as their US competitors for electricity. However, the surge in (largely distributed) renewable electricity production in Germany has led to a drastic fall in the wholesale electricity prices, from around €60 per megawatt hour (MWh) in early 2011 to nearly €35/MWh in mid 2013 as renewables-led oversupply plus depressed demand reduced prices. This adversely affects the profitability of the electricity utilities, which are largely fossil-fuel based. Coupled with the lack of incentives, as discussed above, to support the AD duty demand of solar equipment makers, large solar energy firms were ambivalent. 

However, while industrial users do not usually pay the very high consumer price levels, and some energy-intensive industries (that consume more than 100 GWh, and whose electricity bills represent more than 20 percent of total costs) in Germany pay much lower rates when compared to neighbouring France, most businesses (including in the service sector), and non-energy-intensive industries, are required to pay a EEG surcharge. A quick review of the businesses exempted from paying the EEG surcharge reveals that only a handful of firms benefitting from the German industry exemptions are a part of the solar value chain. This high-energy-price-led uncompetitiveness in turn has boosted the relocation of production activities in the solar value chain to cheaper locations, including most likely even to China, and AD duties on imports are not in the interest of these firms, whether they are large integrated manufacturers in the solar value chain or SMEs plugged into the solar value chain trade. The firms in the integrated solar manufacturing value chain are also likely to have a stronger voice when compared to the other import competing solar equipment manufacturing SMEs that are ‘not’ plugged into the global solar value chain. 

This also aligns with the growing importance of services in the European companies that are highly integrated into global value chains; companies in the solar-production supply chain are unlikely to be exceptions. Value-added in the solar sector is less and less in low-skilled panel production, and has shifted to the design and engineering of the modules, the production of converters, R&D to improve the efficiency of solar cells and the service part of the solar value chain. Hence, it makes sense for German firms to outsource the low-value-added parts in order to become more competitive in the high-value-added part. Finally, production processes today are also much more finely fragmented to better exploit comparative advantages, and companies reorient themselves towards higher-skilled and higher value-added service activities, especially in the higher-cost developed country markets. Thus the AD duties also reduce the price-competitiveness of the service providers in the solar value chain in Europe (viz. the panel assemblers and installers of solar energy systems) by increasing the cost of the key intermediate input, which is the solar panel.
In conclusion, after accounting for the multiple and dynamic developments in recent times, it is not surprising that the German solar industry as a whole lost its enthusiasm for the promised dumping duty protection. The narrative here is no longer one of rich-country subsidies leaking away to the predatory foreign exporters. The broader lesson is that mercantilist/temporary protectionist measures used by sovereign nations (such as AD actions) in the era of global value chains is becoming an increasingly Pareto-inferior policy option, particularly from the perspective of the sector leaders. The EU-China solar dumping case thus provides important insights on the dichotomy in the motivations and actions of the two different groups of players: the (trade) policy makers and the industry stakeholders. Furthermore, this has implications for the European (renewable) energy policy and its unintended fallouts (externalities) for the solar-energy supply chain.
· PRILOGA 4: Technical and vocational education and training in Europe – From stepchild to magic bullet?
Friends of Europe/ Brussels

In the European debate and in policy making, technical and vocational education and training (TVET) receives much more attention today than some years ago. Why is this the case? The main reason is the increase in youth unemployment, with rates as high as 40-60 per cent in some South European countries. Across Europe, an entire “lost generation” is being created.

 

Labour market research shows that a belated entry into the labour market leaves an imprint on a person’s career pathway. Finland has calculated that the accruing cost of early unemployment can easily amount to 1.4 million EUR over the lifetime of just one person. But the impact is not only on the individual – and for states, it’s about more than lost income. The cohesion of societies and even the European integration process can be undermined.
It is absolutely indispensable to take urgent action to improve the situation.  The question must be at the core of all relevant European policies and programmes, which need to be underpinned by adequate and easy-to-access funding. Despite the time pressures, a comprehensive and integrated approach is needed.

 

The often-cited German system teaches us that highly practical, relevant, labour market-oriented training, based on the strong involvement of companies and last but not least, a good reputation of TVET can contribute considerably to a sound education system that provides career pathways for a large majority of the workforce.
The dual system eases young people’s entry into training and employment, and it provides the human resources backbone for highly competitive and innovative SMEs, which in turn play a vital role in economic development and stability. Are there any lessons for other countries? Of course there are – but the challenge is to adapt a successful model to an environment with different stakeholders, educational traditions and institutional setups.

 

We are convinced that public-private cooperation is the key to success. And while it might not be easy to persuade companies to shoulder even more responsibility in times of crisis, forward-looking companies will understand that only high-quality human resources will ensure their competitiveness in the long run.

 

In the GIZ, we follow an integrated approach to the labour market. Without labour demand, even highly employable young graduates will find no job opportunities. Fostering an entrepreneurial culture, boosting innovation and opening new markets can stimulate company growth and job creation.

 

The integrated approach therefore seeks to send positive signals to both sides of the labour market. The third pillar is located in the centre: Every step to improve the match between supply and demand will reduce social and economic costs. If embedded in employment-friendly framework policy actions, all three pillars will make employment grow in quantity and quality. There is so far an untapped potential to boost the employment relevance of many policy fields, be they infrastructure, environmental policies or others.

 

We are coming back to the Magic Bullet. The improvement of the TVET systems in many European countries can be very instrumental for the reduction of labour market tensions. This is certainly only possible when TVET changes its stepchild image to be seen as an education path which is attractive and well-reputed. But only the full package of coordinated measures can make it possible for young Europeans to get their chance.
· PRILOGA 5: Time to resolve the Greece-Macedonia name game
EU Observer/ Brussels

The countries in Balkans find themselves in different phases in the pre-accession process but normally they do progress over the years and pass to next phase in the lengthy accession process.  The recent enlargement package of strategy and progress reports draws the attention to the odd situation of Macedonia - or as it is internationally called: the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia. It is the only country in the Western Balkans that has been blocked from starting negotiations because of a dispute with its neighbour Greece on a name issue.
The European Commission states with some exasperation that this is the fifth time it recommends the opening of accession negotiations with this country. It confirms that the political criteria continue to be sufficiently met by Macedonia. The so-called High Level Accession Dialogue has contributed to progress in most priority areas, including the elimination of court backlogs and progress in the fight against corruption. The country has already reached a high level of alignment relative to where it is in the accession process.
Dialogue on key priorities in the accession process is a useful tool and surely a lot of preparations can be done in advance of accession negotiations but it cannot replace them.  The commission warns that failure to act on its recommendation to start negotiations poses potentially serious challenges to Macedonia and to the EU. It calls into question the credibility of the enlargement process, which is based on clear conditionality and the principle of own merits. The lack of a credible EU perspective also puts at risk the sustainability of Macedonia’s reform efforts. Until now the name issue has been considered as a bilateral issue which needs to be solved by the two countries concerned with some mediation by United Nations.
However this approach does not seem to work. Although the issue concerns an EU member state and a candidate country, the commission has mainly stayed outside the dispute. It seems surprising considering that the EU can use considerable leverage on both countries. To this can be added that EU is more heavily involved in trying to contribute solving other conflicts not directly in its own back-yard.

Greek Nato veto

In April 2008, Greece used its veto to block Macedonia’s bid to join the Nato. The Greek foreign minister at the time threatened that Greece would not endorse Macedonia’s EU membership so long as the name problem had not been resolved. Since then little progress has been made. Macedonia is the name of a sovereign country and a region in northern Greece. From time to time proposals on how Greece and Macedonia should be able to agree on how to share the name, eventually by adding geographic or other identifiers, have been floated but without resulting in any agreement.
New governments have come and gone in Greece but all of them have adhered to “national red lines” on the name issue and taken the position that a solution must be found before further progress is made in Macedonia’s accession process. Greece decided to ignore the advisory opinion issued in December 2011 by the International Court of Justice at the Hague. Following a complaint by Macedonia back in November 2008, the court ruled that Greece, by objecting to the admission of the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia to international organizations, breached its obligations under an Interim Accord from 1995.

A Roman province

Historically, the last reminiscence of Macedonia in ancient times was a Roman province with that name which existed for hundreds of years. The province included parts of present Bulgaria, Macedonia, Albania and Greece. Modern Greece acquired Aegean Macedonia in the first Balkan war in 1912 and it became Hellenized as the result of the exchange of populations with Turkey in 1923 after the failed Greek invasion of the Turkish main land. To an outsider the name issue, despite its sensitiveness to both sides, seems to have grown out of all proportions.
For Greece the name Macedonia is part of its ancient history notwithstanding the fact that the Macedonian kings conquered the Greek city states and put an end to their independence. For modern Macedonia the name is part of its national identity but its attempts to usurp Alexander the Great as its national hero or founding father have been provocative.

Previous Greek governments have blamed today’s Macedonia for the losses in the Greek civil war 1946 - 49 and for having territorial claims on its northern region with the same name. The current Greek government does not repeat such allegations. If Greece really feared ultra - nationalism in Macedonia, it had better speed up the country’s accession into EU. Greece would have an opportunity to do it when it takes over the presidency of the EU next year but it would have to make enlargement a priority. No country today can claim historical exclusivity to the name. Greece and Macedonia would have to agree on how to share the name.
A mutually acceptable solution can be found but it may take more time. In the meantime there is no rational reason to delay the start of accession negotiations. Such negotiations should start under the internationally accepted name “former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia” and the name issue could be resolved at any time during the accession process or postponed until the very end of the process.
· PRILOGA 6: How Europe should view China's industrial policy
Europe’s World/ Brussels

There is an old Chinese saying that “every new emperor brings new people and policies”, so it is no surprise that the new Chinese leadership that took office in March has come up with new industrial policy orientations. August of this year saw a flurry of official efforts to shape industries through financial and tax support for small businesses, the encouragement of energy-saving and eco-friendly industries, the promotion of services for the elderly, infrastructural boosts to information consumption, and an upgrading of the shipbuilding industry.

These new moves may have shifted the policy emphasis, but they also build on the broad framework of China’s strategic Five-Year Plan for 2011-2015, and so demonstrate a degree of continuity. That plan’s two objectives are to upgrade and restructure traditional industries while fostering seven emerging ones. The traditional industries range from equipment manufacturing to shipbuilding, automobiles to steel, and non-ferrous metals, building materials, petrochemicals, light industries, and textiles. They, all of them, need consolidation and improvement to be viable and internationally competitive. As to the emerging industries, they include: energy conservation and environmental protection, new generation IT, bio-tech, high-end manufacturing equipment, nuclear and renewable energies, new materials, and new-energy automobiles.

Judging by its most recent pronouncements, the new Chinese government’s industrial policy features a clear focus on energy-saving and eco-friendly industries and on the greening of traditional industries. IT is being stressed in terms of the informatisation of traditional industries and the expansion of information consumption. The service sector in China, both for consumers and producers now has a high priority because it can help rebalance the country’s economic growth. More broadly, urbanisation is to continue as a driver of the country’s modernisation. Last but not least, tackling overcapacity in a number of industries has become a key objective of China’s industrial restructuring.

The overall aim, of course, is to ensure that Chinese industries make an impact on the world economy that’s in line with China’s economic size and strength. Looking at the impact already made on Europe and other parts of the world, it’s fair to say that environmental protection is likely to internalise at least part of the Chinese production costs that were previously externalised. Together with rising labour costs, reductions in overcapacity, and some further appreciation of the Chinese renminbi (RMB), along with flagging demand from China’s major trade partners, Chinese exports look set to be dampened.

But trimming traditional industries and fostering emerging ones will also make the Chinese economy more competitive, and enable it to move up in the global value chain. Labour-intensive exports like textiles, toys, and shoes, will therefore continue to drop in terms of their relative importance, while more technology-intensive exports like machinery and electronic products will increase in the commodity basket. That’s likely to lead to more trade frictions with the developed economies, as has already been shown by the solar-panel disputes between China and the European Union.

Industrial restructuring in China stems from the need to enhance efficiency and profit margins through consolidation in a number of industries. The Beijing government is therefore supportive of mergers and acquisitions, and is keen on removing market barriers to reorganisation. This does not necessarily mean greater accessibility for European companies; a foreign investment review process that began in 2011 is intended to impose a stricter “security review” on M&A deals involving non-Chinese companies that target the defence sector, agriculture, energy and natural resources, transport, infrastructure, key technologies, and major equipment manufacturers.

Chinese companies that it is intended for should become more competitive as a result of internal consolidation and will be encouraged to make more investments in Europe, especially during the present downturn in the European economy. There has already been a jump in such Europe-bound investments from around $3bn in both 2009 and 2010 to $10bn in 2011 and 2012, which is almost twice the Chinese investment in the United States.

If China’s new industrial policy raises worries for Europe, it also seems to spell opportunities in those industries that are more local and service-oriented. For European companies, the greatest opportunity lies in the energy conservation and environmental protection sector, where the Chinese already turn to Europe. Developing a green economy and a green society has now a consensus policy throughout China, following the unbearable smog that last winter plagued Beijing and other developed parts of the country. Determined eco-friendly actions mean Europe finds itself in an increasingly strong market position. It is officially estimated that the output of the energy-saving and eco-friendly sector in China will grow at an annual rate of 15% over three years, reaching roughly €555bn by 2015. And investment in de-sulphurisation and de-nitrification as well as garbage and water treatment will see the investment of almost €100bn.

To green its economy, China needs eco-friendly products like high-efficiency boilers and kilns, electric motors and drive equipment, and waste heat utilisation appliances. Green technologies for the processing of mineral resources, the recycling of industrial and farming wastes, air and water pollution control, clean-ups of heavy metal contamination in soil, toxic garbage disposal, and so on are badly needed. As well as all the green services now in huge demand, investment in energy performance contracting (EPC) has been growing by nearly 40% a year.

Another key area where European companies are very competitive is in China’s underdeveloped service sector. In the wake of the global financial crisis, the Chinese government has come under pressure to rebalance the economy by shifting from an over-dependence on overseas markets to a greater reliance on domestic consumption. Whether it’s for generating employment or improving the quality of life, development of the service sector seems the right formula. In 2012, China’s service sector accounted for only 44.6% of GDP, far below the level in any other BRICS country. Among the recent industrial policy goals, expansion of services for the elderly, provision of large-scale catering services and better public services as part of the further urbanisation drive appear high on the agenda.
Europe’s experience as a forerunner in this area means its companies will find ample investment opportunities in China. The authorities in China have pledged urbanisation improvements that span urban planning, underground pipe networks, public transportation, and power distribution systems. All of these are open to investment, as is the provision of producer services oriented more directly towards manufacturing and agriculture and encompassing  finance, insurance, consultancy, accounting, leasing, logistics, law, R&D, branding, marketing, education, and advertising. These are services where Europe enjoys obvious advantages, and where market access is improving.

European companies should also be able to find attractive business opportunities in China’s efforts to boost its consumption of information. This is projected to grow at a galloping pace of over 20% a year, bringing it to around €400bn by 2015. Internet-based information consumption alone is expected to approach €300bn by then, so China’s IT infrastructure will have to improve massively to meet these needs. The plan is for a nationwide broadband telecommunications network that will deliver multi-services everywhere, and not just in China’s cities. Before the end of this year, initial licenses for 4G mobile communication operations are due to be issued, and there will also be pilot work on integrating the “three nets” – the internet, telecommunications and broadcasting networks. On top of all this, European suppliers will find growing demand for intelligent terminal products, software support services and contents provision.

China-EU co-operation in the ICT sector was recently underlined by the EU-China ICT industry dialogue where smart cities and facilitating network connectivity were addressed. Although Europe was a leader in the 2G era, it has been losing out to the U.S. in areas like migration to the mobile network, so it’s possible that by riding on the huge Chinese market, Europe could regain its competitiveness in fast-developing sectors like cloud computing, 5G technologies, and the internet of things while China, too, makes headway in catching-up. The market potential of China and the technological sophistication of Europe could prove to be a win-win complementarity.

All in all, the broad principles governing China’s development in the coming decades are industrialisation, informatisation, globalisation, urbanisation, environmental protection, the extension of the service sector, and the modernisation of agriculture. Therefore, in looking for the implications of China’s new industrial policy, it would be advisable to look to these principles first, as they are the pillars that set the stage. The specifics of these principles may change from time to time, and it would be risky to treat them, or any other policy pronouncement, as hard and fast rules. Flexibility is indispensable in an economy as dynamic as that of China.
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